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AJIbBEP KAMIO

CYACTJIMBAA CMEPTb

YacTb nepsas

BEbIO AeCATb 4YacoB yTpa, Korga MaTpuc Mepco pa3MepeHHOW MOXOAKOW waran K Buane
3arpes. B 3TO BpeMs NpuMBpaTHULA YXOAMNA Ha pPbIHOK, AOM ocTaBascsa 6e3 npucmoTpa.
BEbin anpenb, YyAHOoe BeCeHHee yTpo, Jiyde3apHoe M XOJI0AHOE, 4YucTehwas neasHas
rofybvsHa C OrpoOMHbIM COJIHUEM, OCJIENUTENbHbIM, HO Herpewwum. MOTOKM CBeTa
CTPYWIMCb MO CTBOJMIAM MWHUIN, pacTyWmxX Ha XOJMaxX BOKPYr BWMbl. MyCTbiHHAA popora
Wwna cnerka B ropy. Mepco HeC 4YeMOJaHUMK, ero py4yka MepHO MOCKpuMbiBana B TakT
CYXOMy lWefnecTy WAaroB Mo 3acThiBWen gopore. CnaBHoe 6b10 yTpo.

HeMHOro He AOXOAA AO BW//bI, AOPOra OTKpPbIBANACb Ha Hebonblwyk naowagb, YCTABAEHHYH
CKaMeMKaMu W YKpalueHHYWw KiymMbamMu. PaHHME repaHu anenu cpeau cepbix anos, ronybeno
Hebo, Genenu BbiKpaweHHble M3BECTKOW 3abopbl; BCe 3TO ObIO TakMM CBEXWMM, TaKuM
MIaLeHYECKN SIPKUM, 4YTO Mepco HEeBOMbHO 3aMeiNivA Warv nepen Tem, KaK ABUHYTbCS
janblle Mo nNyTu, BeayweMmy MojA YKJOH K BWAse 3arpesi. Y BOPOT OCTAHOBWICS, HaTAHYN
nepyaTku. OTBOpPWUA ABEPb, KOTOPYW XO3AMH-KANeKa HWKorga He 3anupan, Wu,
pasymeeTcs, NPUKpbT ee 3a cobon. [ABUHYNCSA MO KOPWUAOPY WU, OKA3aBWWUCb nepep
TpeTben ABepbl CrneBa, NOCTy4vYan v Bowen. 3arpen b6bin Tam, rae emy v CreaoBasno
6bITb, B Kpecne y KaMuMHa, Ha TOM CaMOM MecTe, rje JABa JHA Ha3aj cuaen Mepco.
0bpybKM ero Hor 6bUIM MOKPLITH MAeAoM. OH 4YMTaN, YCTaBMBWWCH B Jiexallyld fnepej HUM
KHAFY. B ero KpyrfiblX rna3ax He OTpa3u/ioCb HWMKAKOIrO YAMBIIEHUSI, KOrja OH 3ameTun
Mepco, 3acTbiBWEro B ABEpAX. 3aHABECKW HA OKHax Obinv OTAEpHYTbl, WU BCloAYy, Ha nony,
Ha CTeHax, Ha yrnax mebenu, UCKPUIUCL CONIHEYHble OpbI3rK. 3a OKHAMWU, HAA 30J/1I04EHOM
M XOJIOAHOM 3eMNen, JINKOBANO YTPO. Benukasa, nejeHswas Aywy pafoCTb, NPOH3UTENbHble
N HeyBepeHHble BbIKPUKU MNTUL, MNOSOBOAbE 0€3XanoCTHOro CBeTa — BCE 3TO NPUAABANO
yTpy 0061MYbe HEBMHHOCTU M MOAJIMHHOCTWU. Mepco 3aMep, Y Hero nepexBaTWNo ApIXaHUE U
3aJI0XUNO YWW OT AYXOThl, LAPUBLIEN B KOMHATe. HeCMOTps HA nepemeHy norofsl, 3arpew
Benen pacTtonuTb KAMWUH. MepCo YyBCTBOBaJl, YTO KPOBb CTYYUT Y HEro B BUCKAX U CTYK
3TOT OTAAeTCA B Ywax. XO3fWH, He MPOPOHUB HU C/loBaA, CAEAWN 3a HUM B3TAAOM.
NnaTpuc nogowen K CYHAYKY, CTOSIBWEMY MO APYryl CTOPOHY KaMuHa, W, He rNsaAs Ha
Kasneky, MOJIOKW/T CBOW YeMOoAaHYMK Ha CTOJi. BOT TyT-TO OH M MOYYBCTBOBaJ UYyTb
3aMeTHY APOXb B KOMEHSIX. OCTAHOBW/ICA, CYHYNn B pPOT CuUrapeTy, KOoe-KaK NpuKypun, B
nepyaTkax 6b10 HeyaobHO. Mo3aAM Hero pasfancs Nerkum XJonok. He BbIHUMAs
curapeTty, OH obepHyncs. 3arpen, TONbKO YTO 3axXJIONHYBWWA KHUFY, BCe CMOTpen u
CMOTpe/s Ha Hero. HarHyBWWMCb K MbiWyleMy XapoM KaMWHYy, Mepco npoyesn Ha3BaHWe
KHUIK, obpalleHHOW K HeMy BBepX Horamu: «lMpuaBOpHLIN» BanbTacapa FpacuaHall -
BanbTacap pacvaH (1601-1658) — MCNAHCKWUA nNuUcaTeNnb-MOpPaNUCT, Me3yuT.]. He
pa3aymbiBas 6osblie, OH CKJIOHWICSA Hal CYHAYKOM W OTKPbUI ero. YepHbuih Ha benom, Tam
NIOCHW/ICSE BCEMU CBOUMU KPUBLIMUA JIMHUSIMA PEBOJIbBEP, CMaxuMBawWMA Ha YXOXEHHOro KOTa;
OH, KaK Bcerpga, cTeper npeacMepTHYW 3anucky 3arpes. Mepco B3f/71 ee B JIeEBY PYKY,
a peBojibBep — B MNpaByw. MOTOM, MOKONEHABWMCH, CYHY/N PEeBOJSIbBEP MOA MbIUKY W
pacKpbl KOHBEPT. B HeM He 6bUIO HUYero, Kpome 60/bWOro nAUcTa bymaru, UCNUCAHHOIO
KPYMHbIM YrJIOBaTbIM MOYEPKOM, BCEro HECKOJIbKO CTPOK:

«KOHYas CaMOybuUMCTBOM, A YHMYTOXAK /MWL MOSOBUHY CAMOro cebs. MyCTb He NoCeTywT
Ha MeHs 3a 3TO, COAEPXUMOro MOEro CyHAy4YkKa C JIMXBOW XBATWUT, 4YTObObl BO3HArpaAuTb
Tex, KTO MHe [0 CUX MOp CAYXWI. A U3JIMWKK AOMKHbI MOWTM Ha YNyylleHue pexuma
NMPUrOBOPEHHBIX K CMepTU. Brnpoyem, S MOHWMAW, YTO MPOWY CJIUWLKOM MHOIOro».

Mepco C HenpoHulaembiM SIALOM CAOXWA MUCbMO; KakK pa3 B 3TOT MUI Y Hero 3auunano
rnasa oT CUMrapeTHOro ApiMa, a CToNBMK Mmenna ynan Ha KOHBEpPT. OH BCTPsAXHyn bymary,
MOMIOXM/A ee Ha CTON, Ha BUAHOE MecTo, M obepHynca K 3arpeiw. TOT CMOTpen Tenepb Ha
KOHBEPT, CKUMAA KHUTY KOPOTKUMU MYCKYAUCTbIMA PYKamu. Mepco HarHyncs, MNOBEpHY”N
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K/I04 B CYHAYKe, MPUHANCA BbIbMpaTb M3 HEro nayku, 3aBepHyTble B ra3eTHyw bymary, —
6bl1 BUAEH TONbKO MX 0bpe3. Jlepxa peBONbBep MOA MbIUKOA U AENCTBYSA TONbKO OAHOWU
PYKOW, OH Masio-nomMajny HanoJIHWA CBOW YeMOAAHYMUK. Tam 6b1o NpUbNIN3nTeNnbHO AecsATKa
ABa MNayeKk C COTEHHbIMM KymopamMu, M Mepco MOHAN, 4YTO ero 4yemojaH okasancs,
noxanywm, BeNUKOBAT. OAHY MAa4yKy OH OCTaBWI B CYHAYKe. 3aKpblB YeMOAAH, OH WBBIPHY
Mosynoracuyio curapeTy B KamuH M, B3SIB PEBOJIbBEP B MPaByW PYyKY, MNOAOWESN K Kajleke.

Tenepb 3arper CMOTPEN B OKHO. BEblIO C/bIWHO, KakK MUMO BOPOT MEAJIEHHO, C YaBKawwWwWm
3BYKOM, Mpoexajia MaluHa. 3arpen cuaen He WeNOXHYBWWCb, CJOBHO 3aBOPOXEHHbIN
becuyesioBeYHON KpacoToOW 3TOr0 anpenbCKoro yTpa. OH He OTBeNn rna3 jaxe Toraa,
Korga Mno4vyBCTBOBa/l y MPaBOro BWCKA PEBOJIbBEPHbI CTBOJI. HO CMOTPEBWWA HA HEro
Mepco yBuAen, 4TO ero rsjasa HanoJIHWAUCL C/e3aMu. U TorAa cam 3axmypuncsa. caenan
war Hasaja — W BbLICTpenua. Llefioe MrHOBEeHWe MPOCTOA/, MPUC/IOHUBWUCH K CTEHKe, He
OTKpbIBAs rna3s, chblla, Kak KPoBb 3BEHUT Y HEro B BMUCKAx. MoToM cobpanca C AyXOoM U
B3rNIAHYN. [ofioBa 3arpes 3anpoKUHynacb Ha fieBoe nje4yo, a TeNo MoYTU He CABUHYNOCH
C MecTa. TaK 4YTO BWAEN OH He 3arpes, a TO/NbKO OMPOMHYW paHy, MeWaHWHY U3 MO3rOB,
KOCTeA U KpoBU. B3APOrHyB, Mepco 0OOrHyNn Kpecso, Hawapwi NpaByw PyKy MepTBeua,
3axan B Hel peBofibBep, MNOAHEC ero K BMCKY W OTNYCTWI. PeBO/fbBep ynan Ha
NOAJNIOKOTHUK Kpecna, a OTTylAa — Ha KOJIeHW 3arpes. Mepco nepeBen B3rfifj Ha JuUO
Kaneku. Ha HeM 3acTbilo TO Xe Cepbe3HOoe W MnevyasbHoe BbipaXeHwe, KakK MWHYTY Hasaj,
Korja OH CMOTpesl B OKHO. HeoXuAaHHO 3a BOpOTaMmuM pa3fasicsi MPOH3UTESNbHbIA 3BYK
POXKa. 3aTemM 3TOT WMppeasibHbii MPU3bIB MOBTOPWICA. CKJOHUBWMINCSA Haj KpecsiomM Mepco
He noweBeNbHYNCA. MOCHbILANCA WyM MOTOpA — MallMHAa MSCHMKA oTbexasa. Mepco
NoAXBaTUN YEMOAAH, OTBOPWA ABEPb — €e pyyka Tak M cussia NoA Niydamum CofiHua — U
BbllleN1. [O/loBAa Y Hero rygena, BO PTY MNepecoxso. MuHOBAA BOpoTa, Pa3MAWNCTON
MOXOAKOM 3awaran npoyb. BOKPYr He 6bI0 HM AyWwM, KPOMe CTanku pebaTuwek B AanbHEM
KOHUE njowaauM. Bunna ocTanacb 3a CAMHOW. Jlonas AO MJoWaaun, OH BHe3anHo
MOYyBCTBOBaN, YTO COBCEM MPOAPOr: Ha HeM bbl1 TONBKO Nlerkun nuaxak. MNapy pas
YMXHYN — AO/IMHA OTO3BaslaCb HACMEWIMBbIM M 3BOHKMM 3XOM, pa3HeCcWMMCs A0 Camoro
XpycTanbHOoro HebocBojga. UYyTb B3APOrHYB, OH OCTAHOBUACHA U FNyboKO B3AOXHYI.
HebecHaa nasypb cfiajna 3emie MWIUIMOHbI CUAKWMX Y/bIOOK. OHU Urpasn B JINCTbAX, elle
MOJIHbIX AOXAEBOW Bfarv, Ha CbipoM Tythe annen, netenn K AOMaM C YepenuyHbiMu
KPOBJIAIMA LBETa CBEXeW KPOBM M CHOBA B3MbIBAJIM K BO3AYWHbLIM U COJIHEYHbBIM O3epam,
OTKyZia TOMbKO 4YTO NPAHY/M HA 3emio. C/blanoCb MUPHOE MypJibiIkaHbe KPOXOTHOIo
camosieTUKa, MJbIBWEro rae-To BBepxy. Bo3ayx Obil Tak AceH, Tak ueapbl 6bin Hebeca,
YTO Ka3anoCb — HET Yy JIAENA WHOIrO NPU3BAHUA, YEM XUTb U ObITb CYACT/IMBbLIMM. HO B
Aylwie Mepco BCe MoJYaNio. YMXHYB B TpeTuh pa3, OH CHOBA B3APOrHyJ, TeMnepb yxe
CunbHee, W MOHAN, 4YTO ero AMxopaguTt. Torja, He OrnAAbiBasiCb No CTOPOHAM, OH
nycTuncs 6exaTb — TOJNIbKO MOCKPUMbIBAN 4YeMOAAH W ryaena 3emas noj Horamu. A
pobpaBuMch A0 AOMa, 3aAWBLIPHYN 4YemMojaH B yron, bpocunca Ha KpoeaTb WM npocnan Ao
CepeAuHbl CAeAyllero AHA.

II

JleTo nepenoniHANo MOPT TYJIOM IOJSIOCOB U CONIHUEM. BAU3UACA NONAAEHb. [eHb
packaneiBasics nonosiam, obpywmBas Ha HabepexHble CBOW 3HOWHYW CepileBuUHY. MNepep
CKMaAaMU ASIXMPCKOM TOProBOW NanaThl FPy3uNCb «CKbADOUHO», CYAEHBILKN C YepHbIM
KOpPMyCOM U KpacHou Tpybol. ApomaT MesibYailed My4yHOW MbUIM, UCXOAMBWMA OT MEWKOB C
3epHOM, CMewuBaNCs C TAXeNbiM 3anaxoM BCMYYUBLEroCs MOA COJHUEeM achanbTa. Bo3ne
KpOXOTHOW 3aberanoBku, Mponaxien APeBEeCHbIM JIJAKOM M aHUCOBOW BOAKOW, TOJINMWUIUCH
BbINMBOXWU, apabckue akpobaTbl B KPACHBIX TPUKO KYBBIPKAJIMCb Ha MblUYWMX XapoMm nauTax,
3a KOTOPBIMM MOpe TaK WU UCKPWUIOCb COJIHEYHBIMM BAMKAMW. He TAsfAs HA HUX, FPY3UYUKU C
MeWKaMM 3a CMNMHOM CTynanauM N0 MOCTKaM M3 ABYX MNPYXMHAWMX AOCOK, MNOAHMMAACH C
npuyana Ha nanyby. [onas AOBepXy, BHE3aMHO NPOPMCOBABWMCHL HAA FaBaHbl, Ha (oOHe
Heba, cpean nebefok U MayT, OHM HA MIrHOBEHWE 3amMupanun, ocsensieHHole H6AU30CTbi
Hebec, — TONbKO MobneckuBanu rnasa Ha Nuuax, 3aenfieHHblX 6enecoBaTol KOPKOW U3
noTta M MYYHOW MbIAU, — U BCAENYW HbIPSAN B AYWHbIA, CAOBHO MPOMUTAHHBLIA NAPHON
KPOBbI0 TPIOM. B pacKaslieHHOM BOo3AyXxe 6e3 KOHLa BbUla CUpeEHa.

W BAPYr JIIOAN HA CXOAHAX B3APOrHY/M U OCTAHOBWIMCH. OAUH U3 TPY34YMKOB OCTYMNWICA U
ynan. OH He NPOBaIMACA, HO 3alleMun HOry B 3a30pe MexAy AoCKamu. C BblBepHYTOM 3a
CNUHY PYKOW, NPUAAB/IEHHbIN TAXESeHHbIM MEWKOM, OH Bonua OoT 6onu. Kak pa3 B 3TOT
MOMEHT [laTpuC Mepco Bblluen M3 CBOEM KOHTOpbl. EABA OH NepecTynun NOPOr, Kak y Hero
nepexBaTUNo [AbIXaHWe OT Xapbl. LIMPOKO PaCKpbLIB POT, OH HaArfoTascs achaibTOBbIX
ncnapeHun, oboapaBwMX €My FA0TKY, W 3aCTbll HA MecTe, MAAAA HA FPYy34YMKOB. OHU yxe
BbITAWWIN PAHEHOIr O, YJIOXWIU €ro Ha MbUibHble MOCTKU. Tybbl y Hero nobenenu ot 6onu,
nneTblw BUCena C/IOMAaHHAs Bblle NIOKTS pyKa, M3 CTPAWHOW KPOBOTOYaWen paHbl Topyan
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0610MOK KOCTM. CTekas BAONb JIOKTS, KaniuM KPOBM OJHA 3a ApPYyrov wienaavcb Ha
Mbluywmue Xapom MAUTbL U C WUNEHUeM UCNapsnanucb. Mepco, He OTpbIBasCb, CMOTpen Ha
KPpOBb, KOrja KTO-TO TPOHYJl €ro 3a pykKaB. IJTO Obll DMMaHw03/b, MapHUWKA, CJYXUBLWAN
paccbibHbIM. OH yKasan MaTpucy Ha npubnnxaBWMACA K HUM TpPYy30BUK: «[aBan?» MaTpuc
KUBHYN. TPY30BMK YyXe NpoMyascsa MMMO. U OHW TYT Xe PBAHYIUCb BAOIMOHKY, yTonas B
rpoxouyuwem MbibHOM obniake, 3ajblxasiCb U XMYypsiCb, MOYTU HMYEro He coobpaxas u
YYBCTBYSl TO/IbKO 6elleHbli NOpbIB, KOTOPbLIA C/OMS FO/IOBY HEC MX MUMO nebeloKk K
MallMHEe, MMMO TaHLYWWMX HA FOPM30OHTE MAYT, MUMO OBNYNMBWMXCS, CNOBHO M3beAEHHbIX
npokason, KopabenbHbiXx KOPMyCOB. Mepco nepBbiM yXBaTWUACA 3a OOpT rpysoBuka w,
Weronsis CWIOW M JIOBKOCTbIO, MPbIFHY/l B Ky30B. MoOMOr 3abpaTbCsi DMMaHW3/10; OHU
yCenmMcb Ha CKamernke, bontas Horamu, M, OKYTaHHbIA ME/IOBOM Mbl/1bl0, O3APEHHbIA AYIIHbIM
COJ/IHEYHbIM MApPEeBOM, CTPYMUBWUMCA C HebecC, OKPYXEHHbI OrpPOMHbIMM U HAHTACTUYECKUMM
AeKopauusMu nopTa, OWeTMHMBLIErOCS MAYTaMU U YepHbIMU CTpenamm MNOAbEMHbIX KPaHOB,
rPy30BMK MOJIHBIM XOAOM yMyasncsi, noabpacbiBas Ha POBHOW OpycuyaTKe DMMaHW03Ns U
Mepco, KOTOpble XOXOTa/M, XOXOTa/M A0 M3HEMOXEHMs, a KPOBb TaK M Oypauna y HuUX B
rosoee.

JlobpaBwMCb A0 BenbKypa, OHW CNPbIFrHYAW C rpy30BMKaA. SMMaHW03/b Nej, nea FPoMKO U
thanbWMBO. «lMOHUMaellb, — FOBOPWUN OH Mepco, — MeCHSA TaK U pBeTCA M3 rpyau, Koraa
BCe Y MeHs B MnopsAAKke. WAM Koraa A nnaBaw». TakK OHO W 6bIIO. SMMaHW3Mb NbUA neTb
BO Bpems njaBaHWUsA, U €ro roJioC, XPUNAOBaTbii OT OABIIKM, WUCYe3awllen Ha Mmope,
BTOPW/I B3MaxaM KOPOTKUX MYCKYJUCTbIX PYK. OHWU CBEPHYNM Ha JIMOHCKYW ynuuy. Mepco
waran pa3MallMcToON NOXOAKOW, MNOBOASA WWPOKUMM MjevyamMu, BbICOYEHHbIA, CNOPTUBHbLIN.
CTynan nNM OH HA 3aKpauHy TpoTyapa, CTOPOHWUJICA NI BCTPEYHbIX, KOTOpble MOrnM 3afAeTb
ero B To/nne, — BO BCEX €ro ABMXEHUSAX CKBO3WIM MONOAOCTb M nopa3uTesibHoe
3/0pOBbe, CynuBUME UX obnaaaTtesno nNepeu3bbITOK NIOTCKUX pasocTen. OTAbIXxast, OH
nexan Ha 6oKy, 4YyTb PUCYSCb CBOEW FMBKOCTbI, C/IOBHO CMOPTCMEH, Hay4YMBLMUACS
LEeHUTb COBCTBEHHYI TeNleCHY KpacoTy. HaabpoBHble Ayru, WU3-Moj KOTOPbIX
nobneckmBanu rnasa, 6bIn, noxanym, ManoCTb TAXesoBaTbl. MOBOPA C DMMaH3JieM, OH
MalWMHaNbHO Tepebun BOPOT, CJIOBHO TOT Obln TECHOBAT, Aa TO M AeN0 KPUBWUA U3OrHYTble
NOABMXHbIE T'ybbl. OHM 3aWIM B pecTopaH. BbeiIcMOTpenu cebe MecTeYKO U Moiya MPUHANUCH
3a ely. B TeHM Obl10 NPOXNAAHO. XyXXanuM MyXu, C/bllasocb 3BSKAHbe MOCYAbI,
JOHOCUNUCL OBPLIBKU Pa3rOBOPOB. XO3AUH 3aBejeHUA, BbLICOKUMA U ycaTbih TUN — ero
3BanM Cenect — MOAOIEN K UX CTONUKY, CYHYNn PykKy noh dapTyk, nockpeb cebe xuBoT.

— Kak aena? — Cnpocui 3MMaHW3/b.
— Kak y BCex CTapuKOB.
OHM OBMEeHANUCb NPUBETCTBMAMM, MNOXAONanW ApYyr Apyra no nnedvy. 3aBA3anca pas3rosop.

— Buamwb v, — ckasan Cenect, — CTapuku — 3TO CylWMe MyAAKW. Y HUX CYMTAETCH, 4YTO
TO/IbKO TOT YesioBeK, KOMYy CTYKHYJIO MATbAECAT. U BCe MOTOMY, 4YTO CaMy Ha WECTOM
jecsATKe. A BOT Yy MeHsa 6bU1 OAMH NpusTenb, Tak OH YyBCTBOBaJ Cebs 4Ye/IOBEKOM TOJIbKO
B obuecTBe CBOEW CbiHA. BCloay BMecTe XOAWIW. W 3a BOPOT 3a/JIMBAJIN TOXEe BMecCTe.
3anayT, 6biBano, B Ka3uMHO — MOM NpuAaTenb FOBOpPUT: «C KakouW 3TO cTaTu s byay
3HAaTbCS CO BCSAKUM CTapuybem? Y HUX TOJIbKO U pa3roBopy, YTO Npo cnabutenbHoe Aa
NMPo neyeHoYHble KONMWKKM. TO NN AEeno C CbIHOM MPOWTUCH. A MOALENUT OH C/yYaeM KaKyi
UbIMOYKY, A MPUTBOPWCb, OYATO HMYEro He BUAeN, — W HA TpamBam. Cnacubo u Ao
CBMAAHbULA. WU BCe pajbl-CYACT/IUBbI».

OMMaHK3/1b pacxoxoTasics.

— OH MHe, KOHeYyHo, He yka3, — npogosxan Cenect. — HO yX O4YeHb s ero yeaxan. — OH
NoAMUIrHYNn Mepco. — K TOMy Xe S 3To camoe feno nwbnw nobonblue Hero. KcTaTu, Koraa
eMy MoBe3/10, OH XYTKO 3aApan HOC, KMBHeT, b6biBano, M Bce. Tenepb-TO, KOrAa OH BCe
noTtepsan, cnecu B Hem noybaBunocs.

— W nopaenom, — cCKasan Mepco.

— A BCe OTTOro, YTO He HYXHO bObiTb TAaKUM CBOJIOYHbIM. HO, KaK HU KpyTu, BbINM y Hero
30/10Tble fAeHeYkU. [eBATbCOT Thill BPAaHKOB — He lWyTo4YHoe Aeno.. BoT bbl MHe Takue
neHbru!

— WU 4To 6bl Thl C HUMM caenan? — CAPOCUA IMMAHK3Nb .

— Kynun 6bl AOMMWKO, KanHyn cebe Kiew Ha MNynokK Aa MPUCTPOUN (Gnaxok. W nornsgbiBan
6bl, OTKyAa BeTep AyeT.
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Mepco en CNOKOWHO A0 TéxX nop, noxavammaHman@ He B3AymManoCb B KOTOpHﬁ pas
no3abaBuTb X03fiMHA CBOEN 3HAMEHUTOM ncrtopuen o 6uTBe Ha MapHe.

— Mbl He KTO-HMOyAb 6biM, a 3yaBbl, a U3 HAC MPOCTHIX MEXOTUHLEB CAeNasw..
— BpoCb, OCTOYepTesno, — MUPOIOMBO 3ameTwun Mepco.

— KOMaHAMP KpUYMT: «B aTaky!» — npoposxan DMMAHI3/b. — W BOT mnonepnu Mbl yepes
Kakon-To byepak. Ham BensiT aTakoBaTb, a BMepeau HUKOro He BWUAHO. Hy, 4TO aenaTthb,
TomaeMm ja Tonaem. W BAPYr KAK 3acTpoyaT nynemeTbl! U Mbl faBan BanuTbCA ApPYyr Ha
apyra. CToONbKO Hapoay nokaneuywmsno ja noybuBano, CTO/IbKO KPOBUWM BbLITEKSIO, YTO XOTb
Ha NlofKe nnaBam. WM TyT OAMH Masibil Kak 3aBepeunut: «On, mama! 4 6owcb!»

Mepco MOAHANCA, 3aBA3a/ CBOW CaNGeTKy Yy3/10M. XO3AMH ABUHYNCA K ABepu, Beayllen Ha
KYXHI0, 4TO6bl MPUKWHYTb Ha HEN MeNoM, BO 4YTO obowencs 3aBTpak. [Bepb CAyxuaa emy
YeM-TO BpPOAE PACUYETHOW KHMKKM. KOorjga noceTMTeNn HauuMHaAu npepekaTbCs, OH Monya
CHUMan cBoW rpoccbyx c netenb, B3BaJIMBAN HAa CNWHY U YHOCWI. PeHe, CblH X03fMHA,
NPUMOCTUBIINCL B YronKe, ef AWLO BCMATKY.

— He noBe3n0 NapHw, — 3amMeTul DMMaHW3J/lb, — MNOMUPAET OT YaXOTKWU.

UTo npasBpa, TO MNpaBja. PeHe 6bI1 0BbLIMHO MONYaIMB U cepbe3eH. He TOo YTObbl C/AMILKOM
XyAo, HO C bone3HeHHbIM H6neckom B rna3ax. CeMyac KAKOW-TO NOCeTUTeNb yBepsn ero,
yTo Tybepkyse3 BMOJIHE U3nedymm, 6bIo 6bl Bpems, «HY, U oCcTeperaTbCs Hajo». TOT C
BaxXHbIM BUAOM KMBAN W NOAAAKWBAN, He nepecTaBas ynaeTaTb AWLO. Mepco noacen K
HeMy 3a CTOWKY, 4YTObGbl BbINMUTb Kote. YTewnTenb MNPOAONXKAN:

— Tbl 3Han XaHa Mepe3a? Hy, Toro, 4TO C/AYXW1 B Fa30BOM KOMMaHMM? Tak BOT, OH
nomep. Y Hero BCEro OAHO Jierkoe OblIO 3aTPOHYTO. A OH pewwnsn paHblie BPeMeHW YApaTb
M3 6O0/SIbHULBI U BEPHYTbCA AOMOM. A TaM XeHa. He xeHa, a cyuwasd Kobbiia. A npu ero
bonesHn, cam NOHMMaeWb, TaK M TAHET Ha 3TO AeN0o. M OH C Hee, MOXHO CKa3aTb, He
cnesan. OHA-TO 0COBEHHOro XefaHus He MnposABAAnd. A OH KAaK C Lenu copsascs.
[JlBa-Tpu pa3a Ha AHIO — M TakK BCO AOPOry. BOT OH WM OTAaN KOHLUbI.

PeHe nonepxHy/NCA KYCKOM xneba wu yCTaBunca Ha cobecesHuKa.

— Dla, — BbAABUA OH HaKoHel, — 6one3Hb Takas WTyKa: BXOAUT nyaamun, a BbIXOAUT
30/I0THUKaAMK .

Mepco MpPUHANCA BbIBOAMTb CBOE MMS Ma/ibLEeM Ha 3anoTeBlleM KoderHuMKe. [asa y Hero
cavnanucb. BOT TakK, AeHb 3a AHeM, KoJjbixanacb TyAd-Cload €ro XU3Hb, NponuTaHHas
3anaxamm Kote M acthanbTa, — TO KAYHET K 3TOMY HEBO3MYTUMOMY TybepKyne3HuKy, TOo K
nonawwemMycsi oT MeceH DMMaH03J1l0, — KoJbixaslacb cama no cebe, yyxaas emy camomy,
€ro CepAauy W CKpbiITOM B HEM UCTUHe. Te Beuu, KOTOopble Npu APYrux obcToATenbCTBaAX
B3BOJIHOBANIN Obl €ro, He HaxoAWIW B HEM OTKAWKA, MOTOMY YTO OH yCneBasl U3XUTb WX
3a AeHb, U TOJIbKO BeYepoMm, KOrjaa BO3BpalWascs AOMOW, eMy MNPUXOAUNOCH HANpAraTb
BCE CWUNbl, YTODObl XOTb HEMHOIrO MPUracUTb MOJbIXaBWEee B HeM MjaMs XU3HW.

— CKaxXuM-Ka MHe, Mepco, s MpaBWIbHO MocyMTan? — obpaTwuics K Hemy XO3fAWH. — Tbl
Bellb Y HaC napeHb 0b6pa30BaHHbLIN.

— MNpaBWnbHO, — CKa3an Mepco, — MOXellb He MPOBepAThb.
— TO-TO U OHO, CEroAHA Tbl NIbBUHYID MOPLMI YMS.

Mepco ynbibHYNCs, Bbilen U3 pecTopaHa U, nepenaa 4vepes Aopory, NOAHANCA K cebe B
KOMHaTy. OHAa pacnonaranacb NpsMO Haj MSICHOM NaBKOW, rAe TOProBajn KOHWHOW.
CBecuBWMCb C HankoHa, A0 KOTOPOro AOHOCWUACA 3amnax KpPoOBWU, MOXHO 6b10 Npo4YecTb
BbIBECKY: «Y OnaropogHevwero u3 apy3en 4yenoBeka». Mepco pacTsAHYNCH HAa KpoBaTH,
BLIKYPUN CUrapeTy U 3acHyn.

OH Mnocenunca B TOW KOMHATe, KOTOPY Npexie 3aHuMMasna ero MaTb. OHM AONTO MNPOXWUIM
BABOEM B 3TOW TPEXKOMHATHOW KBapTUpKe. OCTABWMCb OAMH, Mepco cAan ABe KOMHaTb
3HakoMoMy 6ouapy M ero cecTtpe, a cebe ocTtaBun Ty, 4To 6bina nonydwe. Ero MaThb
ymepna B NATbAECAT WeCTb neT. CMONOAY OHa bbina KpacaBuuen M No3TOMYy cyuTana, 4To
MMeeT NpaBO Ha KOKeTCTBO, 6e33abOTHYW XM3Hb U bnecTAuee byayuee. HO rogam K
CopoKa B Hee Buenunacb cTpawHaa 6one3Hb. EN npuwnocb 3abbiTb O Hapaaax, KOCMeETUKe
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M BbIPAAUTLCA B AOMAWHWA XanaT, JIMLO Y Hee pacnyxjo OT YXACHbIX HApPbIBOB, HOrU A0
TOro OoTeknM u ocnabenu, 4YTO KaxAbd wWar gaBanca C TpyAaoM, BAOOGABOK oHa No4yTwu
oc/nensia U Koe-Kak, Ha Ollynb KOBbiisisla B BEYHOM MOSyMpaKe MO HenpubpaHHOM
KBapTupe.

ypap Obll HEOXMAAHHBIM U pe3KUM. Y MaTepu OOHapyXwuIu BPOXAEHHbIM AnabeT, He TOJNbKO
3anyleHHblin, HO U yCyrybneHHbin ee 6e3anabepHON XU3HbW. MATPUCY HUYEro He
0CTaNoCb, Kak b6pOCUMTb 3aHATMA M NOMTM Ha paboTy. HO OH NPOAONXaN YMTATb U
pa3AymbiBaTb Haj MPOYMTAHHBIM A0 CAMOM KOHYMHbI MaTepu. A OHA NpoMmMyywmnachb ewe net
JeCcsTb. DTOT KPEeCTHbI MyTb HACTONbKO 3aTSAHYJ/ICS, YTO BCe OKpykawwue CBLIKIUCb C ee
60Me3HbI0 M KaK-TO YNyCTWAM M3 BUAY, UYTO XM3Hb CTpajaivupl BUCUT Ha BOJIOCKe. OHa
yMepna B ojHoYacbe. Bce B OKpyre xanenuM Mepco. BCNOMWUHANM, KaK OH 6bin npuBA3aH K
mMaTepu. Xaanm OT MOXOPOH 4Yero-TO HeOObIKHOBEHHOIrOo. YNpawuBaaun AANbHUX
POACTBEHHUKOB MOMEHblEe NnnakaTb, 4YTOObl He pacTpaBAATb Aywy MaTpuca. YMOAAAU UX He
OCTaBNATb CUPOTY, 3aK/JMHAIM MPUHATbL yyacTue B ero cyiabbe. A OH, NPUHAPAAMBILMCH
Kak TONIbKO MOI, JAepxa Wisny B pyke, CneauMn 3a BCEeMUM NPUroTOBNeHMsMM. llen 3a
rpobom, MpUCyTCTBOBAN Npu OTNeBaHwn, b6pocun B MOruay NepBYW NPUrOPWHI 3emMnau,
noxan, Kak TpebyeT obbdan, pykum BCeM NPUCYTCTBOBABWWMM. W TONbKO pa3 Bbipa3un
YAMB/IEHWE M HeJO0BONbCTBO, KOrAa OKa3asloCb, 4YTO AJS MpUI/IalleHHbIX bbi10 3aka3aHo
C/IMWKOM Mano 3Kunaxem. Ha TOM BCe€ WU KOHYMNOCH. YXe Ha Cleayluun AeHb B OAHOM U3
OKOH J0Ma MNOSABMIOCH 06bsABNEHbMUE: «CAAeTCs BHaemM». Tenepb OH 3aHAN KOMHATy
MaTepu. Mpexae, KOrjga OHM XWAM BMecTe, B uMx beaHoCTu bbina cBOs npenecTb. Korpa
OHU CXOAMNNCb NO BeYyepaM M YXUHANM MPU CBETe KepOCMHOBOW namnbl, 3Ta NpocToTa w”
YEeAMHEHHOCTb OblIM OBEsiHbl NOTAEHHbIM CYACTbeM. OKPeCTHble KBapTabl bbivM MOMYaNMBSI.
Mepco nornsgpiBan Ha yCTalbli poT MaTepu M ynbibancs. OHa Toxe ynbibanacb. OH CHOBa
npUHUMANCs 3a epy. Jlamna HeMHOro KonTwuna. MaTb MPUBBLIYHBIM ABUXEHWEM nonpasBnsna
GUTWNb, AN 3TOro e’ He Haao ObUIO Aaxe HAKJIOHATbCHA, TOJIbKO PYKY MPOTAHYTb.
«BONblle HEe Xo4yeTcA?» — CnpawvBaja OHA YyTb NOroAd. — «HeT». — MOTOM OH Kypun wam
ynTan. «OnATb!» — BOpYasna OHa, 3aMeTMB CUrapeTy. A eC/M OH bpancsa 3a KHuUry,
HanommHana: «Csfab nobnuxe K namne, rnasa UCNopTuwb». Tenepb, KOrpa OH OCTaNCs
OAVH, MNpexHas 6eAHOCTb 0obepHynacb Ans HEro JIOTOM HMUIEeTOM. OH MOr 6bl YCTPOUTHLCSH U
nonyywe, HO MPOAONXAN LennATbCA 3a 3TY KBAPTUPKY C BbEBWMMCHA B Hee 3anaxom
HYX[bl. 3[eCb OH, MO KpaWHen Mepe, MOI OCTaBaTbCHA TaKWM, Kakum 6bul1 npexpe.
JloOpPOBONILHO CTYyWeBAaBWWChL Mepej XW3Hbl, OH TeprnesvBO MPOBOAWS HaeaWHe C CaMuM
cobon ponrve 4yacbl, WUCMOJSIHEHHble MEYasIn U COXasieHUA. OH He pewasica CHATb C BXOAHOW
JBEepU pa3sioXMayeHHbIi Mo KpasiM KyCOYeK Ceporo KapToHa, Ha KOTOPOM ero MaTb CUHUM
KapaHjawom BbiBesla Korga-To CBOe MMA. OCTaBWA CTapylw MejHyl KpPoBaTb, MOKPbLITYH
CaTUHOM, W MNopTpeT AeAd: MajseHbkas bopoaka, CBeT/ble, HeNoABWXHble raasa. Ha
KaMUHEe MacTyXW M MaCTYWKWU TOANUIUCL BOKPYI CTapblX OCTAHOBMBLMXCS 4YacCOB U
KepPOCMHOBOW JiaMnbl, KOTOPYW OH Tenepb MOYTUM HUKOrAa He 3axuran. COMHUTesNbHas
MebMpoBKa M3 COJIOMEHHbIX, C/IerKa NpPOAaB/IEHHbIX CTY/bEB, OAEXKHOIO WKada C
NMOMYTHEBWWM 3epKasioM U TyaNleTHOro CTO/MIMKa C OTOWUTLIM YrOJIKOM CJIOBHO Obl U He
cyuwecTBoBasa ANSA Hero, TaK OH K HeW npucmoTpencsa. OT Xwibs ocTanacb ojHa
BUAUMOCTb, [AAd, MOXeT, OHO U K Nydywemy, He3ayem ie3Tb BOH U3 KOXU. B Apyromn
KOMHaTe eMy MpuwioCb 6bl oCBaMBaTbCs 3aHOBO, a TO U MeHATb 06pa3 XW3HU. A OH
XO0TeN Cy3uTb MNPOCTPAHCTBO, OTMYLEHHOe eMy B MMpe, U CrnaTb AO Tex Mnop, noka BCe
Ha CBeTe He KOHYUTCA. KOMHATa MaTepu BMOJIHE roamnacb Aasi 3TOW uenn. OAHWM OKHOM
OHa BbIXOAMNA Ha ynuuy, APYrMM — Ha Teppacy, BeYHO 3aBellaHHYyw b6enbeM, 3a KOTOpPOM
TECHUIUCb MeXAy BbICOKMMM CTEHAMUM MajleHbKue anenbCUHOBble Cafbl. MHOrAa NeTHUMU
HOYaMM OH, He 3axuras B KOMHaTe CBeTa, OTBOPSA/S OKHO Ha Teppacy W TeMHble Cajbl. U3
HOUYM B HOYb AOHOCWICA OTTYAA CW/bHbIM anefbCUHOBLIA 3anax, OBEeBa/l ero HeBeCOMbIMU
CTpysAMU. Llenylw HOYb €ro KOMHATa WM OH CaM TOHY/IM B 3TOM TOHKOM, HO FyCTOM
apomaTe, U TOrAa eMy Kasanocb, OyATO OH, NpoBeAs LeNyl BEYHOCTb 3a FpaHbio
CMepTU, HAKOHEeL-TO pPacChaxHy/s OKHO B XW3Hb.

OH MPOCHYNCA C MPUBKYCOM CHa BO PTY, BEeCb MOKPbLITbIA MOTOM. BbIO yXe MOo3A4HO. OH
npuyecancsa, BNpPUNpbLXXKY cbexan no NecTHUUe, BCKOYMA B TpamBal. U B NATb MUHYT
TpeTbero o4yTuncs y cebss B KOHTope. OH paboTan B 60nbloi KOMHaTe, BCE ee 4yeTbipe
CTeHbl 6biIN 3aHATH HUWAMWM, B KOTOPbLIX MbUIMAUCH AOKYMEHTbl. KOMHATa He 6bla Hu
rPA3HOW, HM MPAYHOM, OHA MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO CMaxuMBana Ha Konymbapui, rae vcTieBano
MepTBOe BpeMmsi. MepCco NpoBepsAn HaknaAHble, NepeBoAWN CMNUCKW C HAa3BaHWUAMU TOBApOB,
NPUBLIBWMX Ha AHMIUACKMX CyAax, a C TpPex A0 YeTbipex MPUHUMAN KJIMEHTOB, KOTOPLIM
HYXHO OblIO OTNPaBUTb MNOCBUIKM. OH CaM HanNpoCWICA Ha 3Ty paboTy, KoTopas emy, B
CYWHOCTU, BOBCE He MOoAXOAuNa, HO MoHayany Kasanacb XOTb KaKOW-TO OTAYWWHOW.
34eCb MenbKanu XuBble Nuua, TOANWAMCL 3aBCerjaTtan, Besso CBEXeCTbl, OT KOTOPOW
B3AparvBaso ero ycTasoe cepaue. 34eCb OH MOl YKPbITbCS OT TpexX MAWWHUCTOK U MCbe
JlaHrnya, HayajlbHMKA KOHTOPbl. OAHA M3 MAWMHUCTOK 6blla AOBOSIbLHO XOPOLWEHbKON,
HeJaBHO 3aMyxeM. BTopas xwuna C MaTepbi, a TPeTbA oKa3anacb CTapou AeBOW,
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NOJNIOXUTENbHON U 3HEPTrUYHOW; Mepco HPaBWICHA ee LUBETUCTHIN fA3bIK U MyXeCTBEHHOe
OTHOIEHME K «CBOMM Hec4YacCTbAM», KaK Bblpaxancs MCbe JlaHrnya, KOTOpbiA 4acTo
BCTyNas C HeW B nepenasiky U HeM3MeHHO OKa3biBasicA nobexaeHHbM. CTapas Majaam
JpbuINoH npe3upana ero 3a NPONOTEBWME HACKBO3b, MNPUAMNWME K AsxKam bpioku, 3a To,
YTO OH Tepsn FOMOBY B NMPUCYTCTBUM AMPEKTOpa M NPUXOAMA B 3aMellaTeNbCTBO, YC/blLAB
no TenehoHy MM KaKoro-Hubyab ajBoKaTa WU ABOPSHYMKA. BefHsAra TWeTHO MbITancs
3a406pUTb CTapyw Aamy, HaWTU NyTb K NPUMUPEHU. B 3TOT AeHb OH pacnuHancs, CTos
nocpeaunHe kKabuHeTa: «Hy cornacutecb xe, MaaaMm JpOUNOH, YTO He TaKOW yX MJIOXON £
YenoBeK». Mepco MpUKMApIBaN, UYTO Obl TAaKOe 3HAUYMMIO aAHI/IMNCKoe CNoBO «vegetables»[2
- oBowu, 3eneHb(aHrn.).], CMOTpSA MOBepX €ro rojioBel HA SlaMNo4vyKy B 3e/leHOM abaxype
M3 TUCHEHOr0o KapToHa. HanpoTMB BUCEN LBETHOM HACTEeHHbI KajneHaapb C u3obpaxeHuem
Kakoro-To pesiMrMo3Horo npasjHvka B KaHaje. Mpomokawka, O/IOKHOT, 4YepHuIbHMUA U
JIMHENKA BLICTPOWUIUCL B PsAj Ha CTosie. OKHAa BLIXOAWIM Ha OrpomHble wtabens Apos,
npuBe3eHHbIX U3 HOpBErum XenTbiMM U CUHUMW CyAaMu. Mepco NpuUcCiywancs. 3a CTEeHOW,
HajJ MOpeM W MOPTOM, TNyXOo U rNyboKo Abllasna XM3Hb. Takas Aasekas M Takasa b6am3kas..
Mpobuno wecTb YaCOB: HaKOHeL-TO OH cBoboaeH. CeroaHs b6bna cybboTa.

BepHYBWACb K cebe, OH mpuner u npocnan AO CaAMOr0 YXWUHA. U3xapun SUYHULY, noen
npsiMo Cco ckoBopoabl (6e3 xneba — 3abbll KynnuTb), MOTOM CHOBA YNercs U TYT Xe YCHyn
— Tenepb yxe A0 yTpa. MPOCHYBWMCbL YyTb paHblle OObIMHOMO, YMbUICS M MOWen
NepekycuTb. BepHy/Csa, pewwnn ABa KPOCCBOPAA, AKKYpaTHO Bblpe3an M3 raseTvbl pekaamy
NeKapCTBEHHbIX COJie U HakJienl ee B TeTpaaKy, 3anoJIHEHHY CHUMKaMy npecTapesibiX
WYTHWUKOB, Cbe3xawwmx no nepwunam. Mo 3aMyCOpPeHHOW MOCTOBOW TOPOMWINCH Kyaa-To
pefkue Npoxoxume. OH BHUMATENbHO MPOBOXaN B3rM/IAAOM KaxXAOro, OTNyCKas ero TOJIbKO
TOoraa, Koraa TOT mMcye3an M3 MNoNs 3peHus, U TYT Xe nepeknwyascsa Ha HoBoro. Cnepea
eMy nonasnacb BblWeAwas HA MNPOryjaKy Cembs: ABOE pPebAT B HAKPAXMASIEHHbIX MATPOCKAX WU
WTAHMWKAX HUXE KOJIEH U JeBOo4YKa C 60/bWiMM PO30BbIM OAHTOM, B YePHbIX JIAKUPOBAHHbBIX
Tyhenbkax. 3a HMMM Warana MaTb B WeEJIKOBOM KOPUYHEBOM MJiaTbe, 3Takoe cTpawuuuwe c
rOpXeTKOW BOKPYr Weu, U NpeacTaBUTENbHbIM Manawa C TPOCTb B pyKe. YyTb MoO3xe
nosiBUNacb rpynna MeCTHbIX MapHeW: HanoMaxeHHble npobopbl, MecTpble rascTykw,
yepecuyyp NpuUTa/IeHHble MUAXAKM C BbllLMTHIMA KapMaHYMKaMu, Tynopbiible 60TUHKM. CMescChb
BO BCH I/IOTKY, OHU CNewwnnm K TPaMBAMHOM OCTAHOBKE — WM HYXHO Obl1O B LEHTp, B
KMHO. ToC/e HMX y/uua Maso-fnomany onycTesia. YTPEeHHWE CeaHChbl yXe Haydalucb. Tenepb
BO BCEW OKpyre He OCTalioCb HWUKOIro, KpoMe NIaBOYHWKOB fAa Kowek. Haj twukycamu,
paccaxeHHsIMU BAOJIb TPOTyapa, KPYrnuaocb mMaToBoe Hebo. Bnageneu, TabayHom NaBOYKU
BbITAWWUA HA YNuUULY CTYN U yCencs Ha Hero BepXoM, YXBAaTWMBWWUCL PyKaMM 3a CMUHKY.
TpamBau, B KOTOpble TOJIbKO YTO HeNb3fA 6bUI0O BTUCHYTbLCH, WIN MOYTU MycTbhle. B
MaNeHbKOM Kade «Y Mbepo» FapCoOH nocbinan onuiakamu 6e3nAHbIM 3an. Mepco NOBepHyn
CBOW CTYNn CNMHKOW K ynuue, Kak TOT Toprosel, M OAHY 3a APYFOW BbIKYpPUA napy
curapeT. BepHy/ACA B KOMHATY, Pa3fioMua MAUTKY WOKOMAAA W CxeBajn ee, CTOA Y OKHA.
UyTb noroas Hebo nNoTeMHesno M TYT Xe CHOBA MPOSICHUAOCb. HO MMMOJIETHbIA HansbiB
obnakoB nojapun ynuue 4YTO-TO BPOAE HajexAbl Ha AOXAb. B NATb YacCOB CHOBA
3arpoxoTanu TpamBau, obriensieHHble rpo3AbsMU GONENbUWWKOB: Te BO3BpallaNCb U3
npeaMecTbsi, CO CTAAMOHOB, CTOS HA MOAHOXKAX WU Lennsscb 3a NOpyYHU. Cnepywwas
BepeHulLa TpamMBaeB MNpuUBe3Jia UrPOKOB, KOTOPbLIX MOXHO ObUIO Y3HATb MO MaJieHbKUM
yeMoJaHUYMKaM. OHM BOMWAM YTO €CTb MOYM M pacneBaM NECHM BO C/aBY CBOMX KOMaHZ,.
YBUIEB Mepco, nomaxaam emy. A OAMH KPUKHYN: «Mbl UX pasgonbanu». «Ara», —
OTO3Ba/ICA OH M KMBHY/N. MallMH CTAHOBMNOCHL BCe bonblue. Koe-KTO M3 BoAUTenen
yKpacun KanoTbl M b6amnepbl UBeTamu. [OTOM AE€Hb NPOABMHYJ/ICS elle HeMHOoro. Hebo Hap
Kpblwamy 4yTb pacKpacHesioCcb. K Beyepy y/uubl CHOBA OXMBWIWUCHL. MOABWAWUCH rynswowme.
YcTanble AeTu njakaaum, MX MNPUXOAWUSIOCh TallMTb CUJIKOM. M3 OKPECTHbIX KMHOWEK
BbINIECHYIUCb HA YNWULY TONAMbl 3puTenen. Mo pewnTeNbHbIM U XBACT/IMBLIM XeCcTaM MapHewn,
BbIXOAMBWNX OTTyAa, Mepco yrajbiBajs cojepxaHue 60eBMKA, KOTOPLIA OHU TOJIbKO 4YTO
BUAENN. YyTb MNO3xe NOSABUINCL 3pUTENU, CMOTPEeBLME KUHO B LLEeHTpe. DTU Benu cebs
cAepXaHHen. MepeMuruBascb, ObMeHMBANNCL rpybbiMM NpubayTKamu, HO B MX raasax U BO
BCeM obnnybe CKBO3WNA 3aTaeHHas TOCKA MO TOW WWMKAPHOW XU3HWU, KOTopas
NMPUOTKPLIIACb UM HA 3KpaHe. OHU He cpa3y pa3owinucb Mo AoMam, CTaN NPOrynMBaATbCS
no ynuue. B KOHLE KOHLOB Ha TpoTyape, Moj OKHOM Mepco, obpa3oBasiioCb ABa JIOACKUX
noToka. B OAHY CTOPOHY WAW, B3SABWWCb 3a PYKU, MECTHble AeBWLbI C MblliHbIMU
npuyeckamm. A HaBCTpevyy WM BaNUAU MapHWU, OTNyCKas WYTOYKWU, 3acTaBisABUME [LeBWUL,
XMXMKaTb M OTBOpauMBaTbCsA. JlloAM NOCepbe3Her 3axoAunum B Kade mnm cbuBanuch B
KYYKM Ha TpoTyape; JIOACKOM MOTOK pa3jBavBasncsi, obTekas 3TW OCTPOBKU. Tenepb
ynuua 6bina ocBelleHa, NepBble 3Be3/4bl, BOCXOAMBIIME B HOYM, Ka3aiucCb bneaHbMM M3-3a
3NeKTpuyeckux doHapen. TpoTyap MNOA OKHOM MepCOo HAMOMMHAN MPWUIABOK, MOJIHBIN JIOAEN
M OrHeW. JIoCHMNACb rpsA3HAA MOCTOBAs, TpaMmBauWHble dapbl BpemMsa OT BpeMeHu bpocanu
0T6/IeCK Ha 4Ybl-TO HAMOMAXEHHYI IWIEBENIOPY, BNAXHbIM POT, YNbOKY uAn cepebpsHbii
bpacnet. UYyTb noroas, Korjga TpaMBau CTa/M pexe, a Haj AepeBbsAMU M (GoHapsAMM
CrycTtuiacb HOYHas 4YepHoTa, KBAapTajs He3aMeTHO ONycTen — W BOT yXe nepBas Kowka
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MeJJ/IeHHO nepewna 6e3aHyl0 yavuy. Mepco BCMOMHMA 06 yXMHEe. Y Hero cierka 3aTekna
wes: C/AVWKOM YX AONTO OH Cuien, ynepwucb noAbOpPOAKOM B CMUHKY CTyna. OH BblWes
KynuTb XJieba M nawTteTa, NPUroToBWU/I cebe MoecTb, a MOTOM BEPHYJICA K OKHy. Jlioau
pacxoauancb No AoMaMm, B BO3AyXe MNOCBexXeno. OH B3APOrHyn, NPUTBOPUA pamy, NOAOWESN
K 3epkany, BUCEBWEMY Haj KaMMHOM. EC/M He cuyMTaTb pPeAKMX BEYEpoB, Korjga K Hemy
3arnagpiBasia Mapta WaM OH BbIXOAM/I BMeCTe C Hel, Aa BCTpPeY C noApyxkkamu uM3 TyHuUca,
BCSA €ro XW3Hb yMellanaCb B XaJIKOW MepcrnekTUBe 3TOro MnoxesnTeBWEro 3epkana,
OTpaxaBWero KOMHaTy, rAe 3acajieHHas CNUPTOBKA COCEACTBOBasa C XJIEOHbIMU KOpPKaMu.

«BOT M elwe OAHO BOCKpeCeHbe npowlio BAOYCTYw», — CkKa3a cebe Mepco.

ITT

Korga Mepco Beyepamu MNpPOrynuBasncsa No yauuaMm, C ropAoCTbil NOrnsaabiBas, Kak cBeT U
TEeHU CKONIb3AT MO /MLy MapTbl, BCe Ka3a/ioCb eMy (aHTacTUYeCKU AOCTYMHbIM, pajaoBanu
cobcTBeHHas cuna U cMenocTb. OH bBbin bnarogapeH MapTe 3a TO, UYTO OHa He
CTecHANacb BbICTABAATb HANokas, WAA PAAOM C HUM, CBOW KpacoTy, KOTopas AeHb 3a
JHeM oKaTbiBajsia ero BOJIHAMWU JIerKOro Xxmens. OH My4yusicsa, 3ameyas obpalleHHble Ha Hee
B3rNsAAbl MyXYMH, HO CTpagan 6bl eue cunbHee, 6ylb OHA AYPHYWKOW. BOT U CerofHsa emy
6bIIO TaK MPUATHO BOWTU BMEeCTe C Hel B KUHO, He3aJoNro A0 Hayala ceaHca, Korjaa
3an 6bI1 yxe MnoYTW MNONIOH. OHa Wna Bnepean, OKPYXeHHas BOCXUUEHHbIMW B3rnsgamu, wWwia
BO BCeW cCBoel nobeiHOM Kpace — U NULO ee 6bIO KAaK Caf, MOJIHbIA LBETOB U YNbIOOK. A
OH Waran 3a Hel Co WAANOM B PyKe, MPEnCnosiHeHHbIM CO3HAHUA CcobCTBEHHOW
3NeraHTHOCTU, YYBCTBYS Cebs JOBO/bHbIM CBepX BCSAKOW Mepbl. OH MPUHAN BUA
paccesiHHbIn U cepbe3Hbii. C npeyBeNnYyeHHON BeXJIMBOCTbI MOCTOPOHUACA, 4YTObbl AATb
nponTu buneTtepuie, HarHyscsA, ONyckas cuieHbe AN MapTbl. MU BCe 3TO He CTOJIbKO M3
XeNlaHUA MOKpacoBaTbCA, CKOJIbKO M3 MpU3HATENbHOCTU, pacnupaBliedn ero ayuy,
HanonHABlWEN ee NOOBLID KO BCeMy Ha CBeTe. W yepecuyp uejpble YyaeBble OH jAan
6buneTepiie, NOTOMY 4YTO He 3Han, Kak oTbnarogapuTb CyAabby 3a CBOW pajoCcThb, a elle
eMy XOTenoCb 3TUM MYCTSAKOBbIM XeCTOM MOYTUTb CBOe OOXeCTBO, UbfA OCienuTesbHas
ynbibka MacnsaHbiM 61eckoM oTpaxanacb BO B3rnsje. B aHTpakTe OH Nporynaveancs no
(oe, yBelleHHOMY 3epKajaMh, B KOTOPbIX MHOXWIUCb OBNMKU ero cyacTbf, HAMOJNHAA 3a
M3AUHBIMU U 3bIOKUMWU QUrypaMu: BOT BbICOKMM WU TEeMHbI CUNy3T Mepco, BOT durypa
ynbibawiencs MapThl B CBET/IOM naaThbe. YTO UM FOBOPUTHL, €My HpaBWUIOCb CObBCTBEHHOe
MU0, YBUAEHHOE B 3epKase, curapeTa BO PTy, YYBCTBEHHAs ropsA4Yka cjerka 3anasumx
rnas. Ho BeAb KpacoTa MYX4YWUHbl — 3TO JiMIlb OTPAXEHUE ero BHYTPEHHUX MPaKTUYeCKUX
JOCTOMHCTB. Ha ero /svue HanuMcaHo To, 4YTO OH crnocobeH coBepwUTb. COBEpPWUTHL paau
cusuen 6ecnosie3HOCTU XEHCKOro JiInuMKa. Mepco OT/IMYHO MOHUMan 3TO U Tewun
Twecnaeue, ynblbascb CBOMM TaWHbIM JEMOHaM.

BepHYBWACb B KWHO3aJll, OH MOAyMaNn, YTO B OAMHOYKY HM 3a 4YTO He Bblwen 6bl B ¢one, a
cupen 6bl 3aecb, NOKypuMBas M CAywas NJACTUHKM C NIEFrKOW MY3blKOW, KOTOpble
NPOKPYYUBANINUCL B NepepbiBe. HO B 3TOT Bevep urpa wia CBOUM 4vepeaoMm. U BcCe
cpeacTBa 6biiM Xopowu, 4TObbl PAcTAHYTb ee, NpuAATb €l HOBU3HY. Koraa MapTa
ycTpavMBanacb B Kpecne, en NOKNOHMNCA KaKOM-TO MyX4YMHA, CUAEBWMA HECKONbKUMM
psaaamMM Aajnblie, M OHA Momaxana emy B OTBeT. Mepco caenan TO Xe camoe, U TyT emy
nokasanocb, 6yaTo rybbl He3HakoMua CKPUBWAUCL B JIErKOW YyCMewKe. OH ycesncs, He
3aMeTuB, 4YTO MapTa MOJMIOXWNA eMy PYKY Ha nie4yo, Kak 6bl npurnawas K pa3roBopy, a
Bellb MUHYTOW paHblie OH BOCMPUHAN Obl 3TOT XeCT C PaAOCTbW, KaK HOBOe
AOKA3aTeNbCTBO €ro BAACTWM HAA Hew.

— KTO 37107 - CrnpoCusl OH, OXuaas BMNOJIHE eCTeCTBEHHOro orBeTa: «Tbl O KOM? AX,
3TOT.. [1a Tbl Xe €ero npekpacHo 3Haelb, ero 30BYyT..»

Ho BMeCTO 3TOro MapTa TO/IbKO B3AO0XHYy/Ma W npomosnyana.

— Hy rosopu xe!

— Tebe Tak yX HeobxoAuMmMO 3TO 3HaTbL?

— Jla HeT, — cka3aj Mepco ¥ TahKkom obepHyscs.

He3HakoMel, C HenpoHWLAEMbIM JSIMLOM YCTABWACA B 3aTbIOK MapTbl.

JlOBOJIbHO BUAHbIA MyX4YMHA C SIPKO-KpacHbiMM rybamm, BOT TONIbKO rfia3a, YyTb HaBblkaTe,

KaKne-T1o HeBbipa3nTesibHble. MepCO MOYyBCTBOBAJl, KAaK KpPOBb, BOJIHA 3a BOJIHOM ,
yvhapaeT emy B BUCKU. CudAIME KPACKU TOro maeasibHOro Aekopa, B KOTOPOM OH MNPOXWUn
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HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, BHe3amnHO OBEepHY/NINCb JIMMKUMU CTPYSMU MNoTa, MNOMPAYMBUMMU €ro
B3rnah. A 4To, COBCTBEHHO, OH OXMAAN OT Hee ycCnblwaTb? OH U H6e3 Toro 6wl yBepeH,
YTO OHa cnajsa C 3TUM TUNOM. EFo OXBaTwila KaKas-TO MaHMKa Npu MbICIM O TOM, 4YTO
MOI AyMaTb ceivyac 3TOT 4YesoBeK. HaBepHoe, TO Xe, YTO U OH caM: «Moxelb
XOPOXOPUTLCA CKONbKO YrOAHO, APYXOK..» MPU MbICAN, UYTO 3TOT Ye/loBeK B 3Ty cCaMmyio
MWUHYTY BCNOMMHAeT O TOM, KaK MapTa BeaeT cebsa B nocTenun, Kak OHA MpUKpbIBaeT
rnasa /laloHbld0 B MAI HaC/aXAEeHWUs, MPU MbICIM O TOM, 4YTO OH TOXE MbITA/ICA OTCTPAHUTb
PYKY MapTbl, 4Tobbl pa3rnsageTb B ee rnasax cymacuweawyw MAsSCKYy CyMpauyHbix 60ros,
Mepco NOYyBCTBOBaJl, YTO BCE B HEM PYWMTCS, a NOJ COMKHYTbIMA BekamuM HabyxawT
beweHble cnesbl. Pa3aancs 3BOHOK K Hayaly ceaHca. Mepco M aymaTb 3abbin o MapTe,
KoTopas 6bia BCEro /ivilb BHEWHWMM MOBOJAOM €ro HejaBHEW pajoCcTuM, a Tenepb cTana
MCTOYHMKOM €ro rHeBa. OH AONIFO CUAEN C 3aKpPbITbIMA Ffa3amyM M AUllb CNYCTS HEKOTOopoe
BpeMmsi pewnncs B3rNIAHYTb Ha 3KpaH. [epes HWUM Jsiexas ONPOKUHYTHIA aBTOMOOWIb, OAHO
M3 ero Kojsiec NpoAONXaNo MeAJIeHHO U 6e33BYy4YHO KPYyTUTbCSA, Kak Obl BOBnekas B CBOWM
MOPOYHBIA KPYr BeCb CTblli U BCH YHUKEHHOCTb, POXAEHHble 03J100JIeHHbIM CepaleM Mepco.

Ho cTpem/sieHMe K onpeAeseHHOCTU 0KAa3asoCb CUbHee FopAOoCTMU.
— CKaxu, MapTa, OH 6b1 TBOMM JIOOOBHUKOM?
— Hy pa, — oTBeTW/Ia OHa, — TOJIbKO He Mewah MHe CMOTPeTb.

C 2TOro AHA Mepco MOHSAN, YTO HAYMHAET MNPMBA3bIBATBCA K MapTe. OH MO3HAKOMMUACH C
HeA HeCKONIbKO MecCsILeB Ha3aj M b6bil MopaxeH ee KPacoTOW M 3/eraHTHOCTbW. Y Hee
6bl10 YyThb WMPOKOBATOE, HO MPABW/IbHOE JIMUO, 30/I0TUCTbie F1la3a M CTO/Ib MCKYCHO
noAKpalweHHble rybbl, YTO OHAa Ka3anacb OOruMHen, He 4Yypawwencs KOCMETUKU. BpoxaeHHas
HelaNeKkoCTb, CKBO3UBWIAS BO B3rNsAfAe, TONbKO MoAYEpPKMBANA €€ HenpUCTYMNHOCTb U
HEBO3MYTUMOCTb. [0 CUX MOpP BCAKUM pa3, Koraa Mepco fenan nepeble WArn K XeHWUHe,
He 3abbiBas O POKOBOM 3aKOHe, B CWIY KOTOPOro JiwboBb M MPOCTOE XeslaHWe BHelHe
BbIpQXAKTCSA COBEpWEeHHO OAMHAKOBO, OH YXe AyMasl O pa3pbiBe, ele He ycrneB 3aK/IuuTb
3TY XEeHUMHY B 06bATbA. HO 3HAKOMCTBO C MapToM MpuuoCb HAa Ty Mopy, KOraa oH
Hayan ocBObOXAAaTbCSA OT BCEro Ha CBeTe, BK/WYas M camoro cebs. Mbicanm o cBoboae u
HEe3aBUCUMOCTU POXAANTCHA NUllb Y TOrO, KTO elle XMBET Hajexaon. A AN Mepco BcCe 3TO
yXe yTpaTuio BCAKWMA CMbICT. U B TOT NepBbA AeHb, Korga MapTa obmsknia B ero
06BbATbAX, KOrga OH YBMAEN, KaK Ha ee MPUABMHYBIWEMCS BMJIOTHYI M OTTOrO
pacnibiBANWEMCA JINLE APOrHYNU M NOTAHYIMCb K Hemy ry6bl, ObiBuME A0 CUX Mop
HEeNOABWUXHBIMA, CJIOBHO HAapWCOBAHHble LBETHI, €My He yAaNoCb YrnsaaeTb byayuero B
yepTax 3TOW XEHWMHbI: B HMX CKBO3WNA TOJIbKO CWa ero COH6CTBEHHOrO XenaHus,
KoTopas cocpenoToyuMiacb B HeEW U MpuHAIA ee 0b6/MK. MOTAHYBWMECH K HeMmy rybbl 6biiv
3a70roM 6eccTpacTHOro, Ho pasbyxwero oT CTpacTuM MMpa, B KOTOPOM HamaeT
YCMOKOEHME ero cepaue. U BCe 3TO NOKA3aloCb €My 4YyaoM. Ero cepiue ApPOrHysio oT
YyBCTBa, KOTOPOE OH 4YyTb 6biI0 He MPUHAN 3a WbOBbL. OWYTUB Ha rybax BKYC MblLHON W
TYyrow nJoTW, OH BMNWICA B Hee Tak SIPOCTHO, byaTo BNMBaNACsa B AMKYW cBoboay. B ToT
Xe AeHb OHa CTasna ero JboBHULEN. YyTb noroas ux JOOOBHbIA COW3 COBCEM HANaawuncs.
Ho, y3HaB ee nosjyyue, OH Majso-noMany yTpaTua ollyluleHue TOM HeobbldanHOCTU, KoTopas
CKBO3WNa B HeW nepBOHayasbHO, U, KJOHACb K ee rybam, WMHOM pa3 MbiTa/iCA BOCKPECUTb
3TO 4YyBCTBO. BOT noyemy MapTa, MNpPuBbIKWAA K CAEPXKAHHOCTU U XONOAHOCTU Mepco, Tak
M He cMorjaa ypasyMmeTb, MNOYEMYy OJHAXAbl OH BAPYIr MOTAHY/NCA K Hel C nouenyem B
6MTKOM HabuTOM TpamMBae. HMYEro He MOHMMAs, OHAa NOACTABMIAA eMy Fybbl. U OH Bnuacs
B HMX TaK, CJIOBHO W BNpsAMb 6bin BAwbG/MEeH, — cHayana NpwWibHYB K HWM, MOTOM MeAJIeHHO
MX MOKYyCbiBaA. «UTO 3TO C Tobom?» — cnpocusa OoHAa. B OTBET OH YJbIOHY/NCA MUMOSIETHOWM
ynblbKOW, KoTopas TaK el HpaBwnacb, W cKasan: «Jwbnw nobesobpasHuyaTb», a NOTOM
3anHyfncs U 3amofyas. He MOHMMasa OHAa M HEKOTOPLIX BbipaXeHWn MNaTpuca. Mocne nwbew,
B TOT MUI, KOraa B obneryeHHoM W paccnabseHHOM Tesle MOTUXOHbKY 3aApembiBaeT
cepaue, WCNOSIHEHHOE TOM HEeXHOCTU, KOTOPYW MOXET WMCMbITbIBATb XO03AMH K JIACKOBOW
cobayoHke, Mepco, ynbibascb, roBopun en: «MNpuMBET, MOW MWMbIN MNPU3PAK>».

MapTa 6bl1a MAaWMHUCTKOM. OHa He nbuna Mepco, HO NpMBA3anacb K HeMy OTTOr0, 4YTO
OH MHTPMIOBaN ee M NbCTWA ee camonbuio. MMpuBsA3anacb C TOro AHA, Koraa
npeacTaB/ieHHbBIN el DMMaHW3Jb CKas3asl O CBOEeM Jpyre Tak: «Bbl 3HaeTe, Mepco —
XOpOoWMMA NapeHb. ECTb B HEM YTO-TO Takoe. TO/bKO OH He /ibUT packpbiBaTbCA. BOT
BCe B HeM U owmbawTcs». Torpa oHa mocMoTpena Ha Mepco C NwbonbITCTBOM. OH caenan
ee cyacT/auBoM B NwbBM, a bBosblEero oHa U He TpeboBasna, KAk Helb3A fAydle
NPUCNOCOBUBWNCE K 3TOMY MONYAIMBOMY JIOOOBHWUKY, KOTOPBLIN HUKOrAQ HUYEro y Hee He
NpPoCWa, HO C YAOBONbCTBMEM NPUHMUMAN BCSKUM pa3, KOrjga el XOTesoCb K HeMy MpUnTu.
BOT TO/NIbKO YYyBCTBOBaJsia OHAa Cebs HEMHOro CKOBAHHOW B obwecTBe 3TOro 4yesoBeka, B
KOTOPOM HMWKaK He Mor/jia HaulynaTb HW OAHOW C/iabo CTPYHKW.
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W, oAHAKO, B 3TOT pa3, BbIXOAA W3 KWUHO, OHA MOHAMA, YTO U €ro TOXE MOXHO Koe-yeM
yA3BUTb. OCTaBWMCb HOYEBaTb Y Mepco, OHa Le/bii Beyep npomonyana. Houb OH K HeMl
He MPUKOCHYNCS. HO, HauMHas C 3TOro AHSA, OHA CTaja MOJIb30BaTbCSA CBOWM
NpevMylecTBOM. OHA M paHblie roBopwuia emMy, 4TO y Hee ObiM NWOOBHMKU. A Tenepb
noctapanacb AokKa3aTb 3TO.

3aMaa K HeMy Ha cCieaylMi AeHb, BOMPEKM OObIKHOBEHMIO, OHAa He CTaja ero byauTsb,
TONbKO Mpucena psiAOM Ha KpoBaTb. OH Obn B pybawke, M3-noj 3akaTaHHbIX PYKaBOB
6enenn NOAMbILKM 3aropesnblX MYCKY/MCTbIX PYK. POBHOE JAplXaHMe B34bMasio FpyAb U XUBOT
OJHOBPEMEHHO. [lBe CKNajKu Mex bpoBen npuaaBanu nuLy 3HAKOMOE BblpaXeHue Cubl U
ynpsAMCTBA, BOJIHUCTble BOJMIOCHl pa3MeTa/IMCb MO COXKEHHOMY JoyepHa nby co B3AyBlIencs
Ha HeM XWNKOW. WWpoKWe nneyvym, CuNbHble, MYCKYJIUCTble PYKW, OAHA HOra YyTb COrHyTa:
HU AaTb HU B3ATb — OAMHOKUA W yNpsMbIA 60r, MOMNABWWA B YYXAbIA ANS HEro MUp U
3aCHYBWAW B HeM. [NAAS Ha ero noJfiHble, npunyxwme OT CHa rybbl, OHa MOYyBCTBOBana,
Kak B He/l HapacTaeT XenaHue. B 3TOT MUI OH 4YyTb MPUOTKPbIT rnasa M, CHoBa
3akpbiBas ux, 6e337106HO nponsHec:

— He Xopowo 3TO — NAJAUTbLCA HA CNAWero.

OHa bpocunacb emy Ha wWwew, pacuenoBana. OH Jaxe He MOWeBEeNbHYNCA.

— Hy BOT, MOW MWbIA: ele ojHa npuyyaa.

— He Ha3biBal MeHS MW/bIM, CablwMwb. S Tebs yxe npocwn.

OHa BbLITAHYNACb PSAAOM C HWM, NOCMOTpena Ha ero npotusb.

— HUKaK He noMMy, Ha KOro Tbl CeMyac MNOXOX.

OH MOATSHYN OpWKWM M NOBEPHYNCA K HEW CNUHOW. B TeaTpe WM KWHO MapTa Hepeako
y3HaBasna XecCTbl U MUMUKY Mepco Yy KakKoro-iubo MOAHOro akTepa. OBbYHO 3TO YKPennsano
€ro BNacTb Haj Hel, HO CerofHs 3Ta Tewawas camosiobue NPUBbHIMKA CPaBHUBATb €ro C
KeM-HMbyab TOMbKO pas3apaxana. OHa npuxanach K ero CrnvHe, OUYyTUB XMBOTOM U IpyAbio
BCE ero COHHOe TenJo. BbICTPO Beyepesio, KOMHaTa norpyxanacb B CyMepku. U3 raybuHbl
JOMa AOHOCM/ICA nJlad OTWIenaHHbIX pebaTullek, MAyKaHbe, XJoNaHbe ABepen. YAudHble
(oHapu ocBelwanu b6ankoH. MPOXOAUNU peakue TpamBau. C yauUbl B KOMHATY MOAHUMANUCH
TAXesble 3anaxym aHUCOBOW BOAKW U XapKoro.

MapTa No4YyBCTBOBa/na, Kak Ha Hee HaBa/MBAeTCA COH/IMBOCTb.

— Y Tebs cepauTbii BUA, — CKa3zana oHa. — Tbl U BYepa b6bn cepauTbiM... S NoTOMy
CeroaHs v npuwna. Hy 4To Tbl MOAYUWL?

OHa noTpAcna ero. Mepco He weBenwncsa, nornapbiBasa, KakK JIOCHATCA B ryCTOﬁ TeMHOoTe
noa TyaneTHbiIM CTOJIMKOM ero bawmaku.

— Tbl 3Haewb, — Mpojosxana Mapta, — A, B obueMm, neperHyna nanky Byepa. ITOT Tun
BOBCe He 6bl1 MOUM JIlOOOBHUKOM.

— He 6bI1? — cnpocun Mepco.

— Hy, He coBCeM.

Mepco npoMoniyan. BYATO OH He BUAEN, KaK OHWM BYepa nepernsaapiBaincb, ynbibanucb. OH
CTUCHYN 3y6bl. MOTOM MOAHANCHA, pacnaxHyn OKHO M CHOBA Cen Ha KpoBaTb. OHa
npuabHyna K HeMmy, MPOCYHyfna pyKy 3a nasyxy, nornaguna no rpyau.

— CKONbKO Yy Tebsa 6bi10 NHOBHMKOB? — MPOM3HEC OH HAKOoHel,.

— DTO COBCEM HeWHTepecHo.

Mepco npomosyan.

— Uenasa AoxuHa, — CKasaja oHa.

Nnocne cHa Mepco 0bbIYHO XOTenochb KYpUThb.

— A A MX 3Haw? — CNpoOCUMN OH, AOCTaBas Nayky. BMecTO nuua MapTbl OH BUAEN TOJbKO
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benecoe nNATHO. «Kak BO BpeMms bBM», — NOAYManoCb €eMy.

— Koe-Koro. MecCTHbIX. — OHa Tepnachb roJIoBOM O €ro njeyo u ropopusa AeBYOHOYbUM
TOHOM, KOTOpbLIN BCerga ymuian Mepco.

- nocnymaﬁ, MaJibillka, — CKa3aJZl OH, 3aKypuBaa. -— NnommMmn MeHs. O6emaﬁ MHe Ha3BaTb WX
Nno MMeHaM. A 4YTO KacaeTCsA OCTa/ibHbIX, KOTOPbIX A He 3Hal, obewan nokasaTb, e€CiN Mbl
nX BCTpPETUM.

MapTa OTnpsiHyna OT Hero:
— Hy yx HeT!

Moa okHamu rpybo 3acurHanuna mawvHa, pas, BTOpOW, TpeTun — 6e3 KoHua. B HOYHOM
rnybvHe npo3BeHes TpamBaWHbIA KOJIOKONbYMK. Ha MpPaMOpPHOMW KpbllKe TyasleTHOro CTOo/MKa
XOJIOAHO TUKan b6yAuNbHUK. Mepco yepe3 CWUNy MNPOU3HEeC:

— 4 npowy Tebsa 06 3ToM NOTOMY, 4YTO 3Haw cebs. WHaye Takas uctopus byapeT
NMOBTOPATbCSA C KaxAbiM TUMOM, KOTOPOro S BCTpedyy. HauyHy Tebs paccnpauvBaThb,
HaBoobpaxaw pa3HbIX pa3HoOCTeW. TYT YX HUMYEro He nopenaewb. C/UWKOM £
BNe4yaT/NIUTEeNbHbIN. He 3Haw, BNpo4Yyem, MOWMEllb /I Tbl MEHS.

OHa MoHANa Kak MWIeHbKasi. Ha3Basna emy MMeHa. TONbKO OAHO M3 HUX bbno emy
He3HaKkoMo. MocCNeAHUM oKa3ancCs OAMH MNapeHb, KOTOPOro Mepco 3Hajs. O HEM-TO OH WU
noayman B MNepByw o4yepelb: TOT 6b1 CMa3nuMBbiM, 6abbl HAa Hero Tak M BewalUcCb. YTO
nopaxano Mepco B NnwbBU, MO KpamHen Mepe crnepBOHayany, TakK 3TO COrjlacue XeHWWHb
Ha owenomnswluyw 6AM30CTb, TO, Kak 6e3AyMHO MpPUHMMANA OHA B CBOE€ JIOHO M/OTb
HEe3HAKOMOI0 el MYX4YWUHbl. B 3TOW ONPOMETYMBOCTU, B 3TOM [OJIOBOKPYXUTENIbHOM
CaMo3abBeHUM OH Y3HaBajs pacnanswilyl U TEeMHYKW BAacTb JIobBU. WMEHHO TaKoro poaa
6n1M30CcTb OH M BooObpaxan cebe, aymas o MapTe M ee NWbOOBHMKE. B 3TOT MUI OHa
npucena Ha Kpawm KpoBaTW WU, KNaAs HOTY Ha HOry, crtauuna c obemx Hor Tythnm Ha
BbICOKUX Kabnykax; OHW ynanu Ha non — opHa OOKOM, apyras — CTOWMA. Mepco
NMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO K TFOpPJly Y Hero nOoACTYNWI KOMOK W YTO-TO 3aHbUIO BHYTPW.

— Tbl U C PeHe Tak Jenana? — CAPOCWUNI OH, Y/bbasCh.

MapTa noAHsna rnasa.

— YTo 3TO Tbl BOWUN cebe B rosioBy? Mbl U BJIU3KU-TO C HWUM ObUIM BCEro OAWH pas.
— Al — cka3an Mepco.

— 4 paxe Tyb/iM He ycnena CHATb.

Mepco noaHsAnca. MpeacTaBun ee cebe — nexallen HaB3HMUb, B OJexAe, — BOT Ha TaKoMn
Xe KpoBaTu. FOTOBOW OTAATbLCA APYromy.

— 3aTKHUCb! — KPUKHY/N OH U WArHY/N K OKHY.

— Hy 4TO Tbl, MWMbIA! — BCX/IMMHY/NA MapTa, YCaXMBasACb Ha KPOBATWU; €e HOMM B YysiKax

YyTb KacCajaucCb noina.

Mepco MOHEeMHOry OCTbiBas, FAAAs, KaK UrpawT Ha penbcax OrHM (oHapen. HuKorga oH
He YyBCTBOBa/l TAKOW HEXHOCTW K MapTe. HO MpW MbIC/IM O TOM, 4YTO M CaM OH
NPUOTKPLICA nepep Hen bBonblie, 4yem clepyeT, €ro oxrna ApocTb. OH nojowen K MapTe
W, pacTonbipvB 6OMbWOVM M yKAa3aTesbHbl Masnblpl, CKan ee Tenaylw Wew Mo CambiM
noabopoakoM. MOTOM CNpoOCWUn, YblbascChb:

— A 3TOT 3arpen, KTO OH? OH eAUHCTBEHHbIM, KOro s He 3Haw.

— C HUM A N A0 CUX NOpP MHOIrAa BCTpeyawcCb, — Npu3Hanacb MapTa, CUNACH
paccMeAaTbCA.

MepCco CTUCHYJ/ NaJsibubl HAa e€e lee.

— OH 6bin Yy MeHA nepeBbiM, NOHMMaewb? 5 bbina coBcem MoNnoAeHbKas. A OH - YyTb
CTapuwe. Ternepb Yy Hero OTHANU obe HOrM. OH XMBeT OAMH. BOT s €ro MHOM pa3 wu
HaBelaw. Xopowun 4yenoBek, U 06pa3OBaHHHM. Bce BpemMA uyuTaeT. U Becesbin TakKou. Hy
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NPOCTO MOTPSACAWWUA TUMN. A FOBOPUT TOYb-B-TOYb, KAK Tbl: «MOWMAN CHOAA, MOW MWUJIbIN
npu3pak».

Mepco 3ajyMancsa. OTNyCTMA MapTy, OHa ONPOKMHYNACb Ha KPOBaTb, 3aKpblB rnasa. UyTb
noroasi OH Mpucen psiAoOM C AEBYWKOW WU, CKJIOHUBWWUCL K €e MOJIyPacKpbiThiM rybam,
nonelITaNCs OTbICKATb B ee obnnybe npuMeTbl XMBOTHOW OOXECTBEHHOCTU WU TOro
paBHOAYWWNS K CTPaAaHUsM, KOTOpPOe Ka3alloCb eMy MOCTbiAHbIM. HO BeCb €ro nopbiB
OrpaHMuMIACA nouenyem, Janblie Aen0 He NOowno.

Koraa OH nMpoBOXan MapTy, OHa NpuMHANAcb pacckasbiBaTb O 3arpee:

— 4 emy rosopuna o Tebe. Ckaszana, 4YTO MOM APYKOK OYE€Hb KPACWMBLIN U CWIbHbIA. W
TOrAa OH CKa3aN MHe, 4YTO He Npo4yb 6bl NO3HAKOMUTLCSA C TOBOW. MOTOMY 4YTO, KaK OH
BbIPA3W/ICA, €My Jlerye AbWMTCA, KOMAA OH BMAUT nepen coboi Kpacueoe nuLO.

— Elle OAMH MOMelaHHbIi, — OTO3BasCA Mepco.

TyT MapTa pewuna, 4TO ceAvyac camoe BpeMs PacKBUTATbCA C Mepco, YCTPOUTb emy
MasieHbKyl0, AABHO 3aAyMaHHYK CLLleHY PeBHOCTU.

— MomewaHHbIN? Jla yX He 6onblie, YemM TBOU MOAPYXKW.

— Kakue ewe noapyxku? — CNpoOCUN UCKPEHHe YAUBNEHHbLIA Mepco.

— Hy, TBOW CTapble Knauu.

CTapbiMM KnsiYyamMum OHa HasbiBana Po3y uM Knep, CTYAEHTOK M3 TyHMcCaA, 3HAKOMbIX Mepco, C
KOTOPbIMM — TOJIbKO C HUMW — OH BeN Nepenucky. OH ynblbHyncsa u noTtpenan MapTy no
3aTbIKY. OHM WAW AONTO. MapTa Xwna BO3Jie BOEHHOro njaua. ynauvua 6buia AJIMHHOWM,
noBepxy OHa CBeTMNACb_BCEMU CBOWMMM OKHaMWU, & MOHWU3Y, FAe BCE MarasuHbl yxe
3aKpbUINCL, Obla TEMHOW U 3JI0Belen.

— CKaxu, Joporon, BelAb Tbl Xe WX He Jbullb, 3TUX CTapbIX KAAY? — cCnpocuia MapTa.

— KoHeyHo, HeT, — O0TO3BaJCcA Mepco.

OHM waranu Brepen, PyKy Mepco, Jsexauyw Ha njedyax MapTbl, obaaBaso TenJiom ee
BOJIOC.

— A MeHs Tbl nbuwb? — 6e3 BCAKOro nepexopaa cnpocuna MapTta.
MepCco HeoXMAaHHO pacxoxoTancs.

— BOT yX BOMNpOC TakK BoOMpocC.

— W BCe paBHO oTBeYaMn.

— Mocnywarn, B HawM roApl CMeWwHO FOBOPUTb O /I6BU. Mbl HPABWUMCS APYr APYry, BOT W
BCe. JbOBb NPUXOAUT NO3Xe, KOrAA Thl CTapeellb M Tepsellb CWbl. A B Hawy roApl
TONbKO BoObpaxaewb, 6yaTo Nwbuwb. BOT M BCE, U rOBOPUTb TYT HE O YeMm.

MapTa Bpojae 6bl NpUyHb1a, HO OH obHAN ee, M OHA ckasana: — Hy, 8O CBUAAHbA,
MWUbIN .

Mepco Bo3Bpauwanca kK cebe nNo TemHbIM ynuuam. llaran 6bLICTpo U, UYYBCTBYS, Kak TpeTcsd
o beapa rnapkas TkaHb OpiK, Ayman o 3arpee um 06 ero oTpe3aHHbXx Horax. Emy
3ax0TefloCb NO3HAKOMUTLCA C Kanekon, M OH pewnn NonpocuTb MapTy, 4Tobbl oHa cBena
€ro C HUM.

NMocne nepBoW BCTpeYM C 3arpeem OH bOb1 NpocTo B3beweH. A BeAb TOT CTApasica Kak
MOI CMAFMYMTb BreyaT/ieHMe OT BCTPeUu ABYX JIOOOBHMKOB OJHOM M TOM Xe XEeHIWMHbl B ee
NPUCYTCTBUU. TbITANICA PACNONIOKMTb K cebe Mepco, HasbiBan MapTy «XOpowewh AEeBOYKOW»,
Ja elle XoxoTas MpuM 3TOM, HO TaK HWYEM €ro M He MPOHAN. OCTaBWWCb HaeauWHe C
MapToi, Mepco 3asBWUI el 6e30 BCAKUX OKONMYHOCTEN:

— TeprneTb He MOry 3TWUX OMOJIOBUHEHHbIX. OHW MHEe AEWCTBYWT Ha HepBbl. MewawT AyMaTb.
A 3TOT ewe u xopoxoputcsa!
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— Hy, Tbl jaewb, — OTO3Bajlacb MapTa, KOTOpas HMYEro He MOHANA U3 ero cCjioB, — Tebs
nocnywaThb...

Ho co BpeMmeHeM 6e33ab0THbIM CcMeX 3arpes, TakK pa3apaxaBwMin Mepco npu nepBow
BCTpeYye, YBJIEK U MOKOPWI ero. W ene cKpbiBaemass PeBHOCTb, MOHa4yany onpepensslias
ero noeejeHve, ucyessna. MapTe, KOTopas TO W Aesi0 NPOCTOAYWHO BCMOMUHANA nopy
cBoen 6nu3ocTM C 3arpeeMm, OH NOCOBeTOBan:

— He ne3b Tbl BOH M3 KOXM. He XBaTaJio ele peBHOBATb Teba K 6e3Horomy. Korpga s
AyMalw O BaC, OH NPeACTaBNAAETCA MHE OrpOMHbIM 4EPBAKOM, 3aNON3WWM Ha Tebs. Cmex jpa
M TOJIbKO. TaK 4YTO He CTOUT yCepACTBOBATb, aHresja Mowu.

Kak-TO pa3 OH 3arfisiHyn K 3arpew OoAWH. TOT roBOpWS BLICTPO U MHOrO, CMeSJICA, MOTOM
BAPYI YMOJiKan. Mepco ObIO XOpOwWo B €ro KOMHATe, CPeAu KHUI U MAPOKKAHCKOW
6pOH3bl, FAe OTO6NECKM OT KaMMHA MIrpasiv Ha HEMpPOHMLUAEMOM JIMLUE KXMEPCKOro 6yanpl,
CTOABIWIEr0 Ha NUCbMEHHOM CTosie. Ero nopaxaso B KaJieke-Xx03finHe, 4TO TOT HUKOraa He
rogopua, He nogymas. CO BpeMeHeM cAepxXaHHadA CTpacTb WU roOpeHue XU3HuU, CKBO3uMBULKME
B 3TOM CMewHoM obpybke, cTanu Bce bonbwe u Honbwe npuBiekaTb Mepco, MOPOXAAA B
HeM 4YyBCTBO, KOTOpPOe€ OH, MOHEMHOry npepaBas 3abBeHWld npowioe, MOXanywh, Mor Obl
MPUHATbL 3a YYBCTBO ApPYXObI.

IV

B TOT BOCKpPECHbI AeHb, BBOJI0 HArOBOPMBWWCL W HACMesBWWCb, PonaH 3arpen TUXO
Cuaen y OrHsa B Kpecjle Ha KojeCuKax, YKYTaHHbi b6enbiM opessnoMm. Mepco,
NPUCNOHMUBWNCHL K KHUXHOMY WKady, CMOTpes CKBO3b WeNKOBble 3aHABECKW HA Hebo u
OKpEeCTHbIM ner3ax. OH Npuwen cioja noj MeaKuM MOPOCAWMM JoxaeM M, 6oacb, 4To
ABU/ICA C/IMWIKOM PaHO, 6UTbIM yac 6poaun no okpyre. Moroaa 6biia HeHAacTHad, U, He
C/blwa BeTpa, Mepco BuAeN, KAakK BeTBU AepeBbeB 0€33BYYHO IHYTCA MOA €ro MnopbiBaMu.
CO CTOPOHbl YNuuUbl AOHEC/NIOCh CKpexeTaHbe Xene3a M CKpun AOCOK — npoexasia noBo3ka
MOMOYHMKA. M TyT Xe A0oXAb 4YTO eCTb Cunbl 3abapabaHun No OKHaM. [yCTble MACASAHUCTbIE
NMOTEKM HA CTekNax, FYJAKUA OTAaNieHHbI CTYK KOMbIT, CJbILABWAACSA Tenepb OTYeT/IUBEMN,
YyeM FpOXOT MOBO3KM, FNYXOM WyM 3aTAXHOIMO JIMBHA, 0b6pybOK YenoBeka y OrHA U
MOMYaHMe, LapuBllee B KOMHAaTe, — BCe 3TO obpeTano 0b/Mybe Npownoro, 4Ybs rayxas
MeNaHXoNMa npokpajpiBanacb B cepjue Mepco TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK 4acoM paHblue
npocaymBanacb BOJA B €ro cCbipble BOTUHKU, a XOJIOAOK — MOJA JIErKYW TKaHb WTAHWH.
MopocsAlWan BAAXHAA MNbib, OMbIB €r0 JIMLO JIerKOM PYKOM NONYA0XAsA-NonyTyMmaHa,
nogyepkHyna rnyboko 3anaBwue rnasa. Tenepb OH CMOTpen B Hebo, Ha KOTOpoe TO U
JleNio Hanos3anauM YepHble Tyyu, pacnibiBaIMCb U MOSABASINCL CHOBa. CKJaAKuM Ha bplokax
pasrnaaunancb, a BMecTe C HUMM MCYEe3NM Ta TennoTa U AOBEPYMBOCTb, KOTOpPble Kaxapli
HOPMaNbHbIN YeNoBeK WUCMbITHIBAET K COTBOPEHHOMY PaAu Hero Mupy. BOT mno4vyemy OH
noaolWesl K OFHI0 U yCencsi HanpoTWMB 3arpes, YKPbIBWACH KPAaewKOM TEeHW OT BbICOKOIO
KammMHa M Mo-npexHeMmMy yCTaBMBWMCbL B Hebo. 3arper NoCMOTpen Ha Hero, OTBen B3rnaj
M KWUHYN B OrOHb OYMaxXHbil KOMOK, KOTOPbI Obil Yy HEro B sieBOM pyke. OT 3TOro
ABUXEHUSI, Kak BcCerja HeJioBKOro, Mepco cTasio He no cebe: HeBbIHOCMMO ObIO BUAETb
3TO TOJ/IbKO HaMoJIOBMHY XWBOE Teno. 3arpem YyCMexXHy/csi, HO He 0BbpoHMN HM cnoBa.
OTCBeTbl NJlaMeHM UrpanuM TONIbKO Ha JIeBOW ero leke, HO U B rosioce, u BO B3rnsje
YyyBCTBOBasiaCb TenjoTa.

— Y BacC ycTanbit Bua, — CKasaN OH.

— Ja, A CKy4Yaw, — CMylLeHHO OoTBeTw1 MepCco, a 4YyTb noroaa BCKO4YWI, Nojouen K OKHY
n A06aBMﬂ, rnaga Ha ynauuy:

— MHe Xo4yeTCH XeHUTbCA, MNOKOHYUTb C cobon unau noanucaTbCsA Ha «UNNCTPACbOH» .
C/NoBOM, BbIKUHYTb HTO—HM6yAb 3Takoe.

Ero cobeceiHuK YnblOHYNCA:

— 3To BCe OTTOro, Mepco, 4YTO Bbl beAHAK. DTUM OOBACHAETCH MOJIOBMHA Ballero
OTBpalleHMA K XM3HM. A BTOpasa NONOBMHA — AypalKUM TepneHuem, C KOTOpPbIM Bbl CHOCUTE
CBOW 6eAHOCTb.

Mepco Npoaosnxan CTOATb K HeMy CMUHOMW, NS4S HA AepeBbs Noj BeTPOM, 3arpen CyHyn
PYKy noj oaesno, nokpbiBaBluee beapa.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, O YesioBeKe BCeraa MOXHO CyAMTb MO TOMY, KaK OH yMeeT COU3MEepUTb
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CBOW TeJjleCHble HYXAbl C AYXOBHbIMM MOTPebHOCTAMM. BOT Bbl CceMyac u cyaute o cebe,

Mepco, npuMyYeM OYeHb CKBEPHO. Bbl NNOXO XMBeTe. MO-CKOTCKM. — OH NOBEpPHYn FONOBY K
natpucy. — Bbl, HAaBepHO, NWOUTE BOAUTb MAWWNHY?
- Ja.

N XeHWuH nwoburte?

KpacuBbix J0b110.

NMEHHO 3TO A W XOTe/N CKas3aTb. — 3arpen OTBEPHY/ICA K OrHW.
UyTb NOroAs OH Hauyan beicTpo: — Bce 3ToO..

Mepco obepHyncsa M, NPUCIOHMBIWIMCH K paMe, KOTopas 4YyTb nojanacb Noj ero CHWHOW,
XAan KoHua ¢pasbl, HO 3arpeM He CTan MNPOAO/IXAaTb. PaHHAA MyXa KONoTwulacb O CTeKJO.
Mepco MOBEpHYy/nCs, NOMMan ee M TyT Xe OTNyCTWA. 3arper NOCMOTPEs Ha Hero u
HeyBepeHHO Nnpoun3Hec:

— 5 He b BECTWN Cepbe3Hble Pa3roBOpbl. MOTOMY YTO CEPbe3HO MOXHO FOBOPUTH
TONbKO 06 oAHOM: 06 onpaBAaHUM COBCTBEHHOW XM3HM. A BOT S He 3Haw, Kak onpaBAaThb
nepes cammm cobol CBOW OTHATbIE HOMW.

— 4 Toxe, — bpocun, He obopaumBascb Mepco.
3arpen HeOXWMAAHHO M 3BOHKO paccMesncs.

— Hy, cnacubo. Bbl, cTano 6HTb, He ocTaBfifdeTe MHE HUKAKUX WI3UA. — OH CMEeHUN
TOH. — Balla XeCTOKOCTb MOHATHA. OAHAKO MHE XOTesioCb Obl BaM KOe-4TO CKa3aTb..

OH YMOJK, COXpaHAf cepbe3HOE€ BblpaxeHne. Mepco ycencsa HanpoTuUB Hero.

— NocnywanTte, — MNPOAONXaNn 3arperd, — U NOCMOTPUTE Ha MEHS. MHe nomorawT
OTNPaBNATb MOM €CTeCTBEHHble HaA0bHOCTM. A NOTOM elje NOAMLIBAT M NOATUPAT. Xyxe
TOoro, BCe 3TO JeflaeTcs 3a AeHbru. Hy, Tak BOT: s Obl HAKOrga He pewnscs obopBaTb
CBOW XW3Hb, MO0 Bepw B Hee. 8 cornacuacsa 6bl U Ha XYAWyKW A0, ObITb CAenbiM,
HeMbIM, KeM XOTWUTe, Nulib 6bl ouywaTb B 4Ypecsax TO CyMpayHoe WU Xrydee njams,
KOTOpoe U eCcTb Moe «si», MOe XuUBOe «si». S u Toraa bnaroaapwn Obl XM3Hb 3a TO, 4YTO
OHa ele no3BOJAET MHe MbinaTh.

3arpeﬁ OTKWUHYNCA Ha3saj, 4yTOobbI nepeBecTu pAbiXxaHne. Tenepb ero mMJjioxo 6b110 BUAHO,
TONbKO bnefAHbl OTCBET ojesna nrpan Ha HOA60p0AKe.

— A yX C BawMm-TO TeJsiom, Mepco, — CKa3ajsl OH, — TOJIbKO XWUTb Aa XUTb — U 6bITb
CYaCT/IMBbIM. OTO Ball €AUHCTBEHHbIN AONT .

— He cMmewMTe MeHsi, — OTO3BaJicAs Mepco. — C MouMm Tesiom! Jla s Mo BOCEMb 4YacoB B
JeHb TOpYy B KOHTOpe. AX, ecnu bbl s 6bin cBOob6OAEH!

3a pa3roBOpoOM OH pa3ropAYnnca U, Kak 3TO C HUM MHOIrAA 6HBaﬂ0, owyTwun npunume
Hajexabl, 0COBEHHO CUbHbIN ceropHs, Korga 4yBCTBOBa/l NoAAEepXKYy. HaKoOHeLu-TO OH MOrI
KOMYy-TO AO0BepuTbCA U TeM CambiM O6peCTM Bepy B cebs. ManocTb yCnoKounBwncCb, OH
NMPUHANCA racuTb CcuUrapeTty, JomMaa ee B nenenbHuue, U NpoAao/iXan He chneula:

— HeCcKoNbKO JieT Ha3aj nepeno MHOW ObIo OTKPLITO BCE, CO MHOW FOBOPWIM O MOEW
XM3HM, O MoeMm byayuem. S CO BCeMM cornawancsi. U paxe jpenan To, YTO OT MeHSs
TpeboBanu. Ho yxe Torga BCe 3TO Oblo MHe 4yxAao. CTyweBaTbCsA, CTaTb Oe3/MYHbBIM —
BOT Yero MHe XOTeNoCb. OTKa3aTbCA OT TaKOro CYacCTbfA Hanepekop BCeMy. S TYMaHHO
BblpaxawCb, HO BeAb Bbl MeHs NOHMMaeTe, 3arpemu.

— Ja, — oTo3Ba/CA TOT.

— W paxe Tenepb, byab y MeHA Bpems.. ToNbKO 6bl BbipBaTbCA Ha cBoboay. A Bce
OoCTa/lbHOe — 3TO TaK, BPOAE AOXAMYKA, 4YTO MOMMBAET KaMHU. OCBEXWNIO, HY MU
npekpacHo. MponaeT AeHb — W OHM PACKaANATCA OT CO/HUA. MHe BcCerja Ka3aioCb, 4TO
cyacTbe — OHO TaKoe U ecTb.

3arpen CKpecTun pyKu. B HACTyNuBWEN TUWMHE Ka3anoCb, 4YTO AOXAb NPUMNYCTUA elle
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CWibHee; pasbyxume Tyuynm CAWAUCHL B OAHY HEMPOHULLAEMYW MejleHy. B KOMHATe 4yTb
noTeMHeno, CNOBHO Hebeca cbpocunu B Hee CBOW rpy3 CyMmMpaka U TUWMHbI. U Kaneka
YB/IEYEHHO 3ar0BOpPWI:

— Y Kaxporo Tena — TOT ujeasi, KOTOPOro OHO 3aC/lyXuBaeT. UTOObI BblAepXaTb, TakK
CKa3aTb, wuaean 6yﬂHXHMKa, HYXHO obnagaTtb TesioMm nony6ora.

— 3TO BEpHO, — MNPOPOHUI C/ierka yﬂMBﬂeHHHﬁ Mepco, — TOJIbKO He CTouUT
npeyBennynBaTb. 4 MHOMO 3aHMMakwCb CMOPTOM, BOT M BCe. Ja K TOMY Xe HeymepeH B
noxoTu.

3arpen 3aaymasncs.

— Tak-TakK, — CKa3aJl OH HakKoHel. — YTO X, Tem Jiydyuwe Ans Bac. OCO3HaBaTb npenesbl
CBOUX TeNleCHbIX BO3MOXHOCTEM — B 3TOM U COCTOUT NOAJIMHHASA MCUXOJIOrud. Brpouyem,
BCe 3TO HEBAXHO. Y HAcC HeT BpeMeHuU, 4Tobbl CTaTb cammm cobon. Ero xpaTaeT Nullb Ha
TO, 4YTObbl 6bITb CYACT/NMBBIM. A He XOTWUTE NK Bbl, KCTAaTW, MOSACHUTb MHe Bally MbIC/b O
b6e3nnyHocTun?

— HeT, He Xo4yy, — CKa3aa MepCcOo U YMOJIK.

3arpev oTnNuA rJIOTOK 4Yas, OTCTABWI B CTOPOHY elje MOJIHYKW Yawky. OH noTpebnsan
COBCEM Majsio XUAKOCTU, 4YTObbl pexe MOUYMTbCA. YCUAMEM BOJSIM OH NMOYTU BCeraa
YXUTPANCA 0CNabuTb FHET YHUXEHWS, KOTOPOE HeC eMy KaxXAbli HOBbIM AeHb. «Masbix
JOCTUXEHUA He CYylWleCTBYeT, — CKa3a/l OH Kak-TO Mepco, — 3TO TaKOW Xe pekoph, Kak
BCE OCTaJibHbie». HECKONbKO [AOXAEBbIX Kanesjb Yroauno B AbIMOXOA. lopswume noneHbs
3aumnenn. [oxAb elle CUibHee 3axjiecTaN Mo CTekJam. Fae-To XJIONHysAa ABepb. Mo
Jopore HanpoTUB AOMa MPOHOCM/IMCb MalMWHbl, MOXOXME Ha NOCHAWMXCA KpbiIC. OAHA M3 HUX
NPOTSAXHO MPOCUrHANWUNa; TYJKUA U 3/10BEWUA 3BYK, Pa3HeCWUCb MO AOJIMHE, CJIOBHO Obl
pa3ABUHYN Cbipble MPOCTPAHCTBA MUMpA, TaK YTO jAaxe BOCMOMMHAHME O HeM CTano AN
Mepco COCTABHOM YaCTbi0 THMIWMHbBI M TOCKM 3TUX HEHACTHbIX Hebec.

— Bbl yX MPOCTUTE MeHs, 3arpen, — CKa3aJll OH, — HO O HEKOTOpbIX BelWax f TaK AABHO
He 3aBOAWN pa3roBopa, YTO U He 3Haw, Kak HavyaTb. MOCMOTPULL HA COOCTBEHHYH
XWU3Hb, Ha ee TaWHblM CMbICT — U B Tebe 3aKuMnawT cne3bl. Kak B 3TOM Hebe. BeAb OHO —
W AOXAb, W COJHUE, W MNOJIAEHb, W MOJHOYb. AX, 3arpen! 4 aymaw o Tex rybax,
KOTOpble MHEe JOBesioChb LesioBaTb, O beaHOM pebeHKe, KOTOpbIM si Ob1, O 6e3ymun Xu3Hu
M O 4eCTOo/OUBBLIX 3aMbiCilax, KOTOpble MOPON MHOKW OBMAAEBAWT. BCce 3To, BMecCTe
B3ATO€, U eCTb MOe «f». YBepsw BacC, B MOEA XU3HW ObIBAT MOMEHTbI, KOraa Bbl MPOCTO
He y3Hanu 6bl MeHsi. Ype3MepHOCTb rops, HEOXBATHOCTb CYaCTbA — BOT MOW yaen,
TO/IbKO BbIPa3nTb 3TO A He yMew.

— WHbIMM C/lOBaMM, Bbl UFpaeTe HEeCKOJIbKO napTuin cpa3sy?

— Dla, HO OTHWAb He MNo-NWbUTenbCKU, — 3anaib4yuMBO bpocun Mepco. — BCAKUN pa3,
KOrAa s Ayma O Taswemcs BO MHe nepenjieTeHun rops M pagocTu, A C BOCTOProMm
CO3Haw, 4YTO ra napTus, KOTOpYyWw A celvyac urpaw, — camas cepbe3Hasd, camas
BOJIHyWlAsA U3 BCeX.

3arpen ynbloHyncsa.

— CTano 6biITh, Y BaC eCTb KakKas-ToO UeNb?

— YCTpOUTb CBOW XM3Hb — BOT MOSl UeNnb, — pe3ko bpocun Mepco. — [a TONbKO 3TOMY
MewaeT paboTa, Te BOCEMb 4YaCOB B /[EHb, KOTOpble TaK /erko AAlNTCA APYTrUM.

OH 3amosivan U MPUKYPWUST CUrapeTy, KOTOpPYyWw AABHO YXe pa3MuHaN Mexay najiblamu.

— W BCe xe, — NpojoJiXasl OH, ele He yCneB MOracuTb CNUYKY, — Y MEHA XBaTaeT u
CWUJibl U TeprneHus.. — OH AYHYN Ha CMNUYKY U cnoman ee 96yrﬂeHHHM KOHYUK Ha TbI/IbHOU
CTOpOHEe J/IaJ0OHU. — S XOpoWOo 3Haw, A0 KAKOU XM3HEeHHOU CTYMNeHu CMmory A06paTbCﬂ. A

He cobupawcb npeBpawaTb CBOW XU3Hb B OMbIT. S CaM CTaHy OMbLITOM CBOEN XWU3HW.. Jla, £
OT/INYHO MOHMMA, YTO 3a CTPACTb MOXET MO-HACTOsAlWEeMy pacnajiMTb MeHs. PaHblue s 6bin
yepecyyp Monoj. BO BCeM Aepxancs 30/0TOM CepeiuHbl. A Tenepb MNOHAMA, 4YTO
AeNCTBOBaTb, W NMWOUTb, M CTpajgaTb — 3TO M 3HAYUT XUTb NO-HACTOAWEMY, HO NUWb B
TOM Mepe, B KakoW TBOS JAywa, CTaB COBEpWEHHO MPO3payHou, MpuHMMaeT cyabby Kak
C/IMTHLIN OTCBET PaAYXHOro CNeKkTpa pasoCcTeln M CTpacTerd, HEM3MEHHOro Ans BCexX Hac.
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— CornaceH, — ckasan 3arpei, — HO Belb Bbl HE MOXETe TaK XWTb, MPOAOJSIXas XOAUTb
Ha cnyxoy..

— KOHe4yHOo, He Mory, noTomMy 4YTO NMOCTOSAHHO 6YHTym, d 3TO U3 PYK BOH MNJ10OXO.

3arpen npomonyan. [oxAb YTUX, HO BMeCTO Ty4 Hebo 3aBO/IOK/A HOYb, M KOMHATa MOYTU
COBCeM norpy3unacb B MOTEeMKU. TONbKO OTOGNECKU OrHA Urpany Ha Avuax Kaneku u
Mepco. Mocfie AO0Nron nay3bl 3arpein, B3r/IAHYB HAa roCTA, Hadyan 6bi1o: «[a, MHOrO xe
rops XAeT Tex, KOoTopble Bac /wbAT.», — U TYT Xe 3anHyncs, 03ajayeHHbld BHE3amHbiM
MopbiIBOM Mepco, KOTOpbii FHEBHO 6poCcwuni, MOBEPHYB NWLO B TEMHOTY:

— WX nwboBb HU K yeMy MeHA He obs3biBaeT!

— JTO BepHO, — cCornacunacs 3arperi, — HO s NMWb CKasan, 4YTO Aymaw. HacTaHeT BpeMms
— 1 Bbl OKaXeTeCb OAMHOKWM, TOJIbKO U BCEro, HO MPUCAAbTE-KA W BbIC/yWANTE MEHS.
TO, 4YTO Bbl CKasanu, MeHs nopa3uno. OCobeHHO ofHa Belb, MOTOMY YTO OHa
NnoATBepxXAaeT BCe, 4YeMy MeHS Hay4yul MOW 4YesiloBeYECKWUA OMbiT. S BacC O4YeHb Jibwo,
Mepco. OTYacTM NOTOMY, YTO Yy BaC TaKoe Teno. MMEHHO OHO M NoACKa3ano BaM BCe
3TO. Tenepb MHE KaxeTcdA, 4YTO A MOry C BaMWU FOBOPUTb COBEPLIEHHO OTKPOBEHHO.

Mepco npucen, ero JMUo 03apui0Cb KpacHOBATbiMM OTOGMECKaMM yXe MOTyXallero OrHs.
BHe3anHoO B MPSAMOYIroOJibHMKE OKHa, 3a WeNIKOBbIMA 3aHaBeCcKamu, B HOYW,
NoOYyBCTBOBAJIOCb YTO-TO BPOAE MPOraJivHbl. YTO-TO POC/O U WMPWIOCH 3a CTeKkJamu. B
KOMHaTy MPOHUK MOJIOYHbLIN OTCBET, U Mepco OWyTW/ Ha MPOHUYHBLIX U Oe3MONIBHbLIX rybax
6oamcaTBbl, Ha Y30pPHOM MApPOKKAHCKOM OpPOH3e JyHHbIM M 3Be34Hbld B3rNs[ HOYM, 4Yen
MPUBbIYHLIA U B TO Xe BPEMS HeY/IOBUMbIM JIMK OH Tak Nwbun. Houyb cbpocuna obnayHbii
Haps4 W Nyyunacb Tenepb BO BCEeM CBOEM CMOKOMHOM CUSHUW. MalwuHbl HA Aopore b6exanu
He Tak 6bICTpo. B rnybuHe [ONWUHBI BHE3AMHO PaCKpUYaNnCb FOTOBAWMECH KO CHY MTWLbI.
NMepea AOMOM CJbIASINCH WATW, WU KaXAbi 3BYK B 3TOM HOYM, MNPOSNTON HAA MUPOM CJIOBHO
MOMIOKO, PA3HOCMACA FYJNKO M AAICHO. B KOMHaTe pAen KamuH, NynbCuMpoBan bOyauMnbHUK,
XWU/IM HEMOCTUXMMOW XMU3HbI0 OOblYHbIE BeWW, U BCE 3TO C/AMBANIOCh B 3blIOKYD MO3TUYECKYI
aTMochepy, Kak Obl momoras Mepco AOBEPYMBO U APYXECKU BOCMPUHUMATb WUCMOBEAb
YyXOro cepaua. OH OTKMHY/NCA Ha CNUHKY Kpecna U, rnajas B Hebo, BbiCAylWan CTPaHHY
ncTopui 3arpes.

— 5 yBepeH, — Hayajn TOT, — 4YTO cyacTbe be3 peHer HeBO3MOXHO. TONIbKO U Bcero. £
He MPU3HAKW HU NIerKUX NyTen, HU [AeleBON POMAHTUKU. S MPUBBIK CMOTPETb MpaBAe B
rnasa. Tak BOT, s 3aMeTW1, 4YTO KOe-KTO M3 Hawewn 31MTbl CTpajaeT CBOero poja
JYXOBHbIM CHOBM3MOM: OHM AyMmawT, OyATO AeHbIM COBCEM HeobsizaTenbHOE YC/IOBUE ANiS
cyacTbsA. A 3TO raynas, HeBepHas WU B KAKOM-TO Mepe TpPyC/uBas TOYKA 3peHus.

BuAUTE NN, Mepco, 4YesloBeKY, POAMBLIEMYCS B MPUINYHLIX YCNOBUAX, ObiITb CYACTAMUBLIM He
TaK YX C/NOXHO. CTOMT Aullb NPUHATbL CBOW CyAbby, HO CTpeMsaCb NpPU 3TOM He K
CaMOOTpeYeHM0, KaK AenawnT WHble U3 /ien, HecnpaBea/MBO NOYUTAEMbIX BEIUKMMU, a K
cyacTbio. HO Ans Toro, 4YTtobbl CTaTb CYACT/AMBbLIMA, HYXHO BpemMs. MHOIrO BpeMeHu.
CyacTbe camo no cebe ecTb poa AONroTepneHuWs. Mbl Yalwe BCEro TpaTWM XW3Hb Ha TO,
uyTOobbl 3apaboTaTb AeHbIMU, TOrga Kak Ham Heobxoaumbl AeHbru, 4TObObI BbLIMIPATb BpeEMS.
BOT B YeM 3aK/4aeTcA eAUMHCTBeHHas npobniemMa, KoTopas MeHs BCH XU3Hb
MHTepecoBana. BnosiHe onpejaeneHHas, AcHas npobnema.

3arpei nomonyasn, 3aKpblB rnasa. Mepco YnopHo cMoTpen B Hebo. Koraa wym Aoporu u
3BYKWU, AOHOCUBWIMECA M3 JONWHbI, CTAaNW OTYET/MBEN, 3arpern He TOPONAChb MNPOAOIXMI
peuyb:

— 0, A MpPeKpacHO MOHUMaKW, 4YTO 6ONbWMHCTBO 6Horayen NulieHbl Kakoro 6bl TO HU 6bINO
YyBCTBA CYacTbA. HO BeAb BOMPOC He B 3TOM. MMeTb AEHbIM — 3HAYUT UMEeTb Bpems. 4
MCXOXY TONMbKO W3 3TOro. Bpems noKynaeTcsA. Bce nokynaeTcs. POAUTbLCA WUAM CTaTh
boraTbiM — 3HAYUT MMETb BpeMs, 4YTObbl BbITb CYACT/AIMBLIM, €CAM TONbKO Tbl AOCTOUH UM
6bITb. — OH B3rNAHYyN Ha MaTpuca. — B ABaguaTbh NATb JieT, Mepco, A YyXe MOHAN, 4YTOo
nobon yenoBeKk, HajefleHHbIW YYBCTBOM CYACTbSA, BOMENW K CYACTbI U NOTPEOHOCTLI
cyacTbf, MMeeT npaBo bbITb 6oraTeiM. MOTPEBHOCTb CYACTbA KAXeTCHA MHE CaMmbiM
6naropojHbIM CTpeMIeHMeM YenoBeYecKoro cepaua. Ha Mon B3rnsaj, BCe MM ONpaBAaHoO.
TONbKO 6bUIO Bbl 3TO cepaLe YUCTHIM.

He oTBOAA rna3 oT Mepco, 3arpeﬁ 3arosopun eilje mepsnieHHee, XoOJI0OAHbIM U XeCTKUM
rosloCcoM, CJ/IOBHO XOTeJs1 pa3BedATb oOuUeneHeHue, oBnajeslee MaTpPUCOM.

— 51 Hayan CcKonayMBaTb KanuTan B ABAaAuaTh NATb NeT. He OoCTaHaBAMBAJICA nepej
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XY/IbHAYECTBOM. [Jla U HU Mepel YeM He OCTaHOBWICH Obl. U roaa 4yepes Tpu-yeTbipe
obpaTnn BCce CBOE COCTOSIHME B HaJIMYHble AeHbrM. OKOJI0 ABYX MWIJIMOHOB, Mepco, Bbl
TONbKO MpeacTaBbTe cebe. BeCb MUpP OTKpbIBA/NICA MNepeio MHOW. M BMeCTe C HMM — Ta
XM3Hb, O KOTOPOW fi CTPACTHO MeyTaN B OAMHOYECTBE.. — [IOMONYAaB HEMHOro, 3arpew
npoAonixan 4yTb TuUwe: — AX, Mepco, 4YTO 3a XWU3Hb 6bla 6bl Y MeHs, ecnu 6bl He 3TOT
HECYACTHbIN Cnyyam, B pe3yfibTaTe KOTOpoOro A ocTancA 6e3 Hor. Cpa3y xe BcCe
060pBaNOChb. S HMYEro He ycCnes 3aBeplMTb.. A Tenepb M FOBOPUTb 06 3TOM Heyero. Bbl
Xe MNoHWMaeTe, YTO BOBCE He K TAKOW YlepbHOW XU3HU A CTpemMuncs. U BOT yxe
ABajuaTb JIeT MOU AeHbru 6e3 TOJNKY JiexaT 34eCb, MOoJ PYKOW. S XU O4YeHb CKPOMHO.
MoYTW HUYEro He UCTPaTWN. — OH KOCHYJICA pyKamy BeK W MPOM3HecC euwe Tuwe: — Henb3s
MapaTb XM3Hb MOLENYSAMU KaleKu.

MOTOM PACKpbT HEDOONbWOW CYHAYYOK, CTOSIBWMM Yy KaMMHA, M MNOKa3al MACCUBHYH
WKaTy/IKy BOPOHEHOW CTaiM C TOopyalMMm M3 Hee KJYOM. Besnbii KOHBEpPT U TsKesbl
YepHbli PEBOJIbBEP JIeXa/IM HA KpbllUKe WKAaTY/AKM. lepexBaTMB obONbITHbIA B3rnsj Mepco,
3arpen oTBeTUN eMmy Ynblbkoh. Kak Bce 3To npocTto! B Te AHM, KOrga oH C ocobeHHow
CWoN oulywan Tpareauvio, JIMWWBLIYID €ro HACTosAUen XU3HW, OH Kjaan nepep cobon 3To
HeflaTUPOBAHHOE MUCbMO, B KOTOPOM FOBOPWIOCb O €ro XefaHum ymepeTb, MOTOM
NPUCTaBNsAN peBoSibBep KO Nby, Tepcs O ero Ay/lio BUCKAMM, OCTYXasl CTaJibHbIM XOJIOAOM
NIMXOPAA0YHO MblaBWME WeKU. WU MoAonry cuaen BOT Tak, MPOBOAS Masibuamy Mo
CNYCKOBOMY KPWYKY W MOUrpbiBas KYpPKOM AO Tex Nop, NOKa BCe BOKPYr He 3aTuxano, a
caMm OH, Norpyxascb B APeMOTYy, BCE€M CBOWM CYWeCTBOM He C/AMBAIICA C 3TOW JieAAHOM
CONOHOBATOM Xene3Kou, M3 KOTopon B nwboOn MMM MOraa rpsAHYyTb CMepTb. [puU MbICAM O
TOM, 4YTO CTOMT JiMWlb MOCTaBUTb AAaTy W BLICTPENUTb, WUCMbITAB abCcypAHYw NIerkoCTb
CcMepTU, ero BoobpaxeHue TOTYAC pa3BepTbiBA/IO Nepes HUM BeCb yXaC OTpeyeHus oT
XWU3HU, U, 3ajpembiBasi, OH YHOCWUNI C cobol B MOJYCOH CBOW TArY K OAMHOKOMY U
MYXEeCTBEHHOMY FOpPEHMI0. A NMOTOM, BHE3anHO MPOCHYBIWMCb C FOPbKOM CJIOHOM BO PTYy, OH
nvM3an CTBOJ peBOJibBepa, COBaJl B Hero si3blk U Xpunesn OT HEeBO3MOXHOIMO cCyacTbA,
CYACTbA XU3HMU.

— YTO nopenaewb, XM3Hb MOA He yjaasiaCcb. HO TOrga A paccyxpan npaBuibHO: BCe paau
c4yacTbA, BOMNpekun Munpy cCo BCen ero rnynocTtbio, CO BCeéM ero Hacumnumem. -—
3acMmesABUWUCH, 3arpeﬁ pobaBun: — BuauTe nn, Mepco, BCHA HU3OCTb M XeCTOKOCTb Hawemn
umMBnnn3auumnm BbipaxeHa B nownenwem a¢opm3me: «Y CYACT/IUBbIX HApPOAOB HET UCTOPUU».

BbIJIO yXe o4YeHb NO3A4HO. HO Mepco noTepsAn cyeT BpeMeHW. [0sioBa Yy Hero ryaena oT
NINXOPAA0YHOr0 BO3bOYyXAeHMsA. BO pTy Fopeno U CajHWIO OT BblKYpPEHHbIX curapeT. OH BcCe
elle aepxancs nojaanblle oT CBeTa. B nepBbLn pa3 3a BCe 3TO BpeMss MOCMOTPEB B
CTOPOHY 3arpesd, OH CcKa3an:

— KaxeTrcsa, A NOHAN.

YTOMJIEHHbIN CBOUM A0JITUM paccka3oMm, Kajneka TAxeno Apiasa. W BCe-Taku Hawen B cebe
CWUJibl BbIFrOBOPUTDL &

— 9 xoTen 6ol yAOCTOBepUTbCA BO BCeM 3TOM. 5 BOBCe He cyuTaw, 4YTO B JAeHbrax
cyacTbe. A TOJIbKO AyMaw, 4YTO A1 HEKOTOpPbIX JAen CYaCTbe BO3MOXHO — MpPU TOM
ycnoBun, 410 y HUX e€CTb BpemMA, — U YTO UMETb A€HbrM 3HAYUT 0CcBOHOAUTHLCHA OT HUX.

OH CbexXW/ICA B Kpecse MNoj OAessioM. HoYb COMKHYNAaCb Haj HUMWU, U Tenepb Mepco MoYTH
He BuAen ero. HacTynuna Aosras naysa, M HakoHeu MNaTpuc, xenas MNPOAOSIXUTb
pa3roeop, ybeautbcs B TOM, 4TO ero cobeceAHuWK Bce ele 34ecCb, cCKasan, Kak Obl
Hayraa:

— Mrpa cTouT CBeu.

— Jla, — rnyxo oTo3Basics 3arpen. — TONbKO Ha KapTy Jiydylle CTaBUTb 3TY XWU3Hb, a He
WHyl. CO MHOWM, pa3ymeeTcs, BCe 0OCTOMT WHaue.

«OH — KOHYEHbI 4yenoBeK, — noayman Mepco. — COBEpUEHHbI Hyfb». 3arpen NPoAOnXan:
— BOT yXe ABaAuaTb /SleT KaK MHe He 6b1o AaHO MUCNbITaTb CYacCTbA. S TaK U He y3Han
KaK creayeT NOXMpawlyw MeHS XU3Hb, a4 B CMEPTM MEHS yxXacaeT TO, 4YTO OHA Jivlb
NOATBEPAUT: MOS XWM3Hb Obla nNpoxuTa 6e3 MeHA. S ocCTascsa Ha ee 3aJ4BOpPKax,
noHumaeTe?

N TyT Xe M3 TeMHOTbl pa3pasica 3BOHKUNA CMeX:
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— 3TO 3HauyuT, Mepco, 4YTO, B CYWHOCTU, AaXe B MOEM MOJIOKEHUM elle eCTb Hajaexaa.

Mepco WarHyn K cTony:

— MoaymanTe obo BCeM 3TOM, — CKa3an 3arpen, — noaymalTe XOPOWEHbLKO.

BMecTo oTBeTa Mepco chnpocun:

— He BK/IW4YUTb 1M CBeT?

— ECAM He TpyAHO.

CBeT /1aMNoYKM OTPa3WICA B BbINYK/bIX Fnasax 3arpes, MNOKpbUl 6/1eAHOCTbI0 KpblibA €ro
Hoca. OH TAXeno pApiwan. Koraa Mepco NpOTAHYN €My PYKYy, OH 3aMOoTasl rOJIOBOM W

npeysein4yeHHO pPOMKO paccmedncsa.

— He anHmmaﬁTe MeHA CJ/IMWKOM BCepbe3. MeHA, 3HaeTe nuM, BcCeraa pasjpaxasna
Tparnyeckaa MMHa, C KOTOpoOu nwan CMOTPAT Ha MOU 06py6KM.

«OH CMeeTCs Hajo MHOW», — noayman Mepco.

— BOCMpMHMManTe Tparnyecku TONbKO cyacTbe. MoaymanTe o6 3TOoM XopoweHbko, Mepco,
Belb Y BacC 4ncToe cepaue. Moaymante o6 3Tom. — 3arpew nocmoTpen B rnasa
cobecegHuka U 4yTb noroaa AobaBun: — K TOMy Xe, y BacC eue v napa Hor, a 3To Aeny

He MoBpeauT.
OH YnNbIOHYNICS U AEepHYN1 32 COHEeTKY:

— MHe, 3HaeTe /i1, Mopa CAPaBUTb Masyl HyXay.

\%

BEpHYBWWCb TEeM BOCKPECHbIM BEYEPOM WU jaxe He ycneB BOWTM B KOMHaTy, Mepco — BCe
€ro MbIC/IN elle BepTesucCb BOKPYr 3arpesd — yc/biuana, 4TO B KOMHATe 6ouyapa KapAoHb
KTO-TO BCXJ/IMMbIBAET. OH MOCTy4an. EMy He oTBeTuUAM. CKynex npojonxancs. Toraa OH,
He pa3aymbiBasi, Bolwes. CBePHYBWWCb HA KpoBaTu, Bouyap nniakana, rPOMKO WMKas, COBCEM
Kak pebeHOK. B Horax y Hero nexana (otorpadus Kakom-TO CTapyXu.

— OHa ymepna, — 4yepe3 cuiy 0b6bABUA OH MaTpucy.
Tak OHO M 6blIO, TONbKO yX 60/1bHO AABHO BCe 3TO C/y4WsoChb.

Boyap Obl1 YenoBeK XeCTOKUM U rpybbii, a K TOMYy Xe ryxoh, Aa U SI3bIKOM efe
BOpoYyasn. OAHO BpeMsi OH XU C CeCTPOM, HO B KOHLLe KOHLOB, YCTaB OT €ro 3/106bl U
camoAypcTBa, OHa cbexana OT HEro K CBOEMy CbiHy. M OH OCTalCA OAMH KaK nepcT,
COBEpIUIEHHO BbIOUTHIN U3 KOJeu, — BeAb €My BMEepBble B XM3HU MPULITIOCH CAMOMY BECTWU
XO03AUCTBO W CTpANaTb. BCTpeTUB Kak-TO pa3 Mepco Ha ynuue, cecTpa noeBejasna emy ob
MX ccopax. bouyapy 6bi10 B Ty nopy TPWALATb, POCTOM OH He yAancsa, HO Obll AOBOJIbHO
cma3nmMe. C AETCTBA XWI C MaTepbi. OHA Obla €AMHCTBEHHbIM YE€/I0BEKOM, BHYWABWWM €My
Kakoe-TO CyeBepHOe, HM Ha YeM He OCHOBAHHOE MOYTEHWE: OH Jibu/1 ee BCeEW CBOEW
AVMKAPCKOW AylWoW, TO eCTb BOCTOPKEHHO U B TO Xe Bpems rpybo: nyywum
JloKa3aTe/NbCTBOM 3TOro 4YyBCTBa bbia M3obpeTaTenbHOCTb, C KOTOPOW OH WU3BOAW
beAHY0 CTapylwKy, ocbinas B ee NMPUCYTCTBUU Mep3KoW 6GpaHbi CBAWEHHWKOB U LIepKOBb.
OH TakK Jepxasncs 3a MaTepuH MOAOJ €elWe M MOTOMY, YTO HM OAHA XEHWWHA A0 CUX MOp He
obpaTuna Ha Hero cepbe3HOro BHWMaHUA. TeM He MeHee OH cuyuTan cebs MyX4yuHOW,
MOCKOJIbKY Y Hero 6biBain BCe-Taku peakue NHOOBHbIE MOXOXAEHUSA, A KPoMe TOro OH
3arnsageiBan B nyo6snyHbIA A0M.

W BOT MaTb ymepna. Mepco CAaN eMy KOMHaTy, rAe TOT MNocCenuics BMecTe C CecTpon.
TaK OHU U MbIKAJIMCb OAHU-OAUHElWEeHbKU, KapabKaMCb Koe-KakK Mo CBOEN rpsA3HOM U
YepHOW XM3HU. FOBOPUTbL Mexay Cobol UM 6bUIO NOYTU HEBMOrOTY, TAK YTO OHU LLEeJbIMM
JHAMW UrpanM B MOJIMAHKY. A MOTOM CecTpa He Bbiaepxana M cbexana. MopaocTb He
no3BonAna emy XanoBaTbCA, MPOCUTb, 4YTOObl OHA BEpHYNacCb: OH 3aXW1 COBCEM OAMH.
3aBTpakan B pecTopaHyMKe, a BeyepoMm npobaensanca konbacon. Cam cTupan cebe benbe
M cuHue paboume 6ay3bl. HO KOMHATy 3anycTun AOHeNb3s. B nepBoe BpeMsi, MO BbIXOAHbIM
JHAM, MbITANICA elwle B3ATb TPAMKY M HAaBECTU XOTb BUAMMOCTb Mopsiaka. Ho Kakas-Hubyab
3acaneHHas KacTpwns, Top4yawas Ha KaMMHHOW MOJIKe, KOTOPYK paHblie yKpawanau LBeTbl M
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b6e3aenywku, cCBoAMIA HA HeET BCe ero CTapaHus U JiMiib NOoAYEepKUBaia MOJHYH
3anyleHHOCTb B AOMe. HaBeCcTW MOPAAOK 3HAYMNO ANS Hero TO/bKO XOTb KaK-HUbYyAb
CKpbITb 6ecnopsanok, 3anNuUXHYTb BelM 3a AUBAHHbIE MOAYWKW WU PA3MOXUTb HA bydeTe
KONNEKUMI0 BCEBO3MOXHOIO XJiaMa. HO jaxe 3TO CTa/lo eMy CO BPEMEeHeM He Moj Cuay, OH
nepecTtan MeHSATb MPOCTbIHU U Cnajl BMeCTe CO CBoel cobakom Ha rpPsA3HOM U BOHWYEM
opesne.

Ero cecrtpa rosopuia Mepco:

— Cuas B Kade, OH XOpoXopuTCsi. HO X03sMka CcKa3asia MHe, 4YTO BuAena, Kak OH
obnueanca cnesamu, cTupas benbe.

Jla, Kakum 6bl CKOTOM HM Obl1 3TOT YesIoBEeK, HO U ero BpemMeHamy OXBaTbhiBasla XyTb,
3acTaBnAaa nocTturaTb BC NponacTb CBOero oauHoyectBa. CecTpa B CBOe Bpema onekasna
€ro TO/IbKO M3 XasoCTU, — TAaK OHA W Npu3Hanacb Mepco. A 6paT Mewan el BCTpeyaTbCs
C 4Ye/lOBEKOM, KOTOPOro OHa fwbwuna. B uX roapl, pasymeeTrcs, 3TO He UMeno 60/bWOro
3HAa4YeHMsA, Aa K TOMY Xe OH Obln XeHaT. BCe ero yxaxmBaHuMsi CBOAUIUCH K TOMY, 4YTO OH
papun e OykeT MoJieBbIX LBETOB, MPUHOCWI Mapy anefbCUHOB WAWM OYyTbUIKY NuKepa,
BbIMFPAHHbIE HA SPMAPOYHBIX AaTTPAKUMOHAX. OH 6bl1 HeKpacuB, HO C AMULA, KakK
rOBOPUTCS, BOAY He MUTb, a BOT YeJIOBEKOM OH Obl OYeHb CJIaBHbIM. W MOTOMY OHWU W30
BCeX CWUN Aepxaucb APYr 3a Apyra. A pa3Be 3TO He nwboBb? OHa cTupana emy benbe,
cTapanacb AepxaTb €ro B 4YMCTOTe. OH JIobua noBA3bIBATbL WEKW CIOXEHHbIM BABOE
NnaTKoM, OHa cleauna 3a Tem, 4YTOobbl MAATKU 3TU CUANU B6enn3Hom, U 3To bbla oAHa U3
ee pajocTen.

A 6paTy COBCeM He XOTeNoCb, YTobObl OHAa NpUHMMANa APyXKa y cebsi. U UM NPUXOAUNOCH
BCTpeYaTbCs TaWKoM. OAHaxAbl 6paT 3acTan UX BABOEM W YCTPOWI CTPallHbIA CKaHAas.
C/IOXEHHbIA TPeyro/bHUKOM MIATOK OCTasCA Moc/ie UX yxoAd BaNiATbCA B FPA3HOM yray.
CecTpa cbexana K CblHy. Mepco BCMNOMHMA 06 3ToM, FAsAs Ha 3anylleHHY KOMHaTy.

MoHayany OAMHOYECTBO bouyapa BCe-TAKW Bbi3bIBASIO XasOCTb. OH rOBOPWA Mepco O TOM,
yTo XOoTen b6bl XeHUTbCA. M3bpaHHWUA bbila MHOrMO CTaplwe ero: npenbCTuiachb, HaBepHoe,
HaJexAOM Ha NlaCKU MOJIOAOIro WU [AKWXero napHs.. Hagexiabl ee cObbIUCL eue OO CBaAbbbl, a
yepe3 HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsA XEHMX OTKa3anca OT ObiibiX MaHOB, 3aABMB, YTO OHA 4yepecyyp
cTapa And Hero. OH bbil COBCEM OAVMHOK B CBOEM HE3aBUAHOM Xuauue. Majno-nomany
rpasb ocaguna ero, nouwsa Ha npucTyn, 3abpanacb B nocTenb, W, HAKOHelW, OH MPOCTO
MOTOHYN B Hel. Ero xuauiuje CTaso OMep3uTeNbHbiM. A ANnA 6eAHAKA, KOTOPOMY He B
pafocTb COBCTBEHHbIM yron, Bcerja roToB Apyrov AOM — AOCTYMNHbI, 6oraTeii, sIpKo
OCBEIlEeHHbI, NMPUBET/IMBbLIM: 3TO Kade. Ha OKpavMHe 3TW 3aBeJeHMs BbirnaAaT 0COobeHHOo
OXMBJIEHHBIMM. B HMX UAPWUT Ta CTagHas TemnsoTa, KOTopas KaxXeTcs Noc/iefHVMM CnaceHuem
OT YXaCOB OAMHOYECTBa, OT €ro TeMHblX MOpPbIBOB. [yxon 6oyap OTbiCKan Tam cebe
npucTaHuwe. Mepco BUAEN €ro 3a CTOJIMKOM KaxAbli Beyep: OH CTapasicsl BepHYyTbCA
JIOMOM KaK MOXHO Mo3xe. ToNnbKO TaM OH obpeTan CBoe MeCcTO cpeau nwiaenh. Ho B 3ToT
BeYyep emy, HaBepHoe, He XBaTWIO OObIMHOM MOpuUMM. BEepHYBWMCb [AOMOM, OH BbiTalmn
oTorpaguio mMaTepu, CTapasiCb C ee MoMolbld pa3byanTb OT3BYKW MEPTBOro MpoWioro.
CHoBa Mob6bITb C TOW, KOTOpYW TakK Jbun, Haj KOTOPOW TaK MOTewanca. B 3TOM IHYCHOM
yrny, HaeiuMHe C 6eCCMbIC/IEHHOM XM3Hbl, OH M3 MNOCAeAHUX CUA CTapasiCas BOCKPECUTb
npownoe, KOTOpoe WU BbI0 ero cyacTbem. JOMXHO 6biITb, 3TO eMy yAanocb, MOTOMY 4YTO
OT CTO/IKHOBEHMS MPOWIOr0o C XaJIKUM HacTosAwMM b6pbi3Hyna Mckpa boxbs — M beagHsara
3anuncsa cresamu.

Mepco pacTepssic, KakK 3To 6biBANi0 C HUM BCAKUN pa3 MNpu BUAE HENPUKPLITOrO
NPosIBNIEHNss 4YeNioBeYeCKOro rops, U B TO Xe BpeMmMs MOoYyBCTBOBA/S YBAaXeHWEe K 3TOM
Tynon 60/1M. OH Cen Ha rpsA3HOe CKOMKaHHOe OAesno, MOJIOXKMI PYKY Ha mnyieyvyo KapAoHbl.
Mepea HUM HA MOKPbLITOM KJE€EeHKOW cTosie B becnopsake rpoMO3AWINCL CNUPTOBKA,
6yTblIKA C BUHOM, X/ebHble KOPKWU, KYCOK Cbipa, AWWK C UHCTPYMEHTAMWU. [MOTOMOK 6bin
3aTAHYT MAayTUHOW. Mepco, HWU pa3y He 3arfiSHyBWAA B 3Ty 3anylleHHYW KOMHATy C Tex
nop, Kak MOXOPOHWI MaTb, MOIr Tenepb CyAuTb O NyTU, MPOWAEHHOM 3a 3TO BpeMs
KapioHon. OKHO, BbIXoAsllee BO ABOP, ObUIO 3axX/JIONHYTO. JIpyroe — 4yTb MPUOTKPLITO.
KepocuHoBas namna c abaxypom M3 MUHMATIOPHBIX UIrpasibHbIX KapT 6HGpocana CMoKOWHbIN
KPYr/ibii OTCBET Ha CTOJ, Ha HOMM Mepco M KapAoHbl, Ha CTyN, 4YyTb OTOABUHYTbIA OT
NMPOTMBOMOJIOKHON CTEHbl. TeM BpeMeHeM KapAoHa CXBAaTW/ KapTouyKy, BNUICSA B Hee
B3r/IAAOM U MPUHANICSA €e LeNioBaTb, KOCHOS3bIYHO MPUroBapuBasn :

— beaHaa mama.

Ho 6bINO ACHO, UYTO eMy XajKo He ee, a cebsa camoro. OHa-TO yxe yCnokKounachb Ha
MepP3KOM Knajbuwe, B APYroM KOHLe ropoja. Mepco 3Hajl 3TO MecTo.
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OH co6pancn yXoAUTb. HO nepej Tem MNMpou3sHec, OTYET/INMBO BbirOBapmBas CJ/iOBa, YyTOobbI
rNyXon NOoHAN ero:

— TaK XUTb — Hesb34.

— 9 ocTtanca 6e3 paboThl, — C TPyAOM npousHec bouyap u, npoTaArveas narTpucy
KapToyKy, A06aBUN CAAB/EHHbBIM O/I0OCOM:

— 4 ee nwbun.
«OHa MeHA nwbuna», — MNOHAN ero Mepco.
— OHa ymepna.
«8 ocCTancA OAUH», — TMOHAN ero Mepco.

— OTo A en caenan K_NpasAHUKy, — nNpoAonxan KapaoHa, yKa3biBasgd Ha KaMUHHYK MOJIKY,
rage CToAn UrpylleyHoln AepeBAHHbIN 6OYOHOK C MeAHbIMU o6pyanM n 6ﬂeCTHMMM KPpaHUKOM.

Mepco OTNyCcTWa ero nae4vyo, M boyap NOBASMACA HA 3acalieHHble NOAYWKU. M3-Noa
KpoBaTu AoHeccs ryboKui B3AOX, MaxXHYJI0 XYTKWM 3JIOBOHMEM, 3aTeM OTTyAa MeAJIeHHO
Bbl1e€3 AJIMHHOYXUA KOCTJ/ISIBbIM NeC W MOMOXW/ Ha KOJIeHW Mepco Mopay C 30/10TUCTbIMU
rnasamm. Mepco ycTaBwuiCs Ha OOYOHOK. CuAasi B 3TOM 3anylWeHHOW KOMHaTe, BC/yWMBAsiCb
B HATyxHoe [blXxaHue 6o4yapa, 4YyBCTBYS MOA NajiblLAMW TennoTy cobayben wepcTu, OH
MbITANCA CNPaBUTbLCSA C OTYasHbeM, KOTOpOe BMepBble 3a MHOMO AHEeW HapacTalo B HeM
C/IOBHO MOPCKOW NpuanMB. «HeT», — FOBOPWIO ero cepaue 6e3HafexHOCTU U OAUHOYECTBY.
W, NpoTUBACL BE/IMKOM TOCKe, 3aMoJIHMBLIEN BCe ero CcywecTBo, MepCco 4yBCTBOBaja, 4YTO
€AVNHCTBEHHON MNOAJ/IMHHON CUMION B HeM bbll BYHT, a BCe OCTa/ibHOe — 3TO JiMlb CcyeTa U
camosiboBaHMe. Ynuua, Kuneswas BYepa XU3HbK MOA €ro OKHaMu, BCe ewe Mny3blpunach
3ByKamm. OT CajOB MNoj Teppacor MOAHUMANCHA 3anax TpaB. Mepco NpoTsAHyn KapAoHe
curapeTy, OHM MojYa 3aKypwau. MNpownu nocieaHne TpamBau, MOJIHbIE ele XUBbIX
BOCMOMWHAHUIN O JIVAAX, O COJIHEYHOM CBeTe. KapaoHa MPUKOPHY/A Ha KpoBaTUM U CKOpPO
3axpanen, MOWMbIrMBAs OTChIPEBWWM OT CJie3 HOCOM. [ec, CBepHYBWWACHA KJYOKOM Yy HoOr
Mepco, MHOraa nojepruBancs M MOBM3rMBaAN BO CHe. [MpyM KaXAOM ero ABMXeHUW MaTpuca
064aBano 3anaxoM MNCUHbl. OH MPUCAOHMACA K CTeHe, CUAACb NOAABUTbL OYHT,
pasropaBwunCa B cepaue.

JlaMna yaamna, KONTWAA M HaKOHel noracsa, HamoJHUB KOMHATy YAYWIMBOW rapbi. Mepco
3aApemMan, a NPOCHYBWMCb, TYNO YCTABWICHA HA MyCTYl BUHHYW BYyTbinKy. Yepe3 cuny
NOAHANCA, MOAOWEN K OKHY W 3amMep. MOSYa/MBbIA 30B HECCA K HeMy U3 CepiueBuHb
HOUYM. FAe-TO Ha APEMOTHbIX OKpamHax MMpa MPOTAXHO nporyaena kKopabenbHas cupeHa,
npu3biBas oAeid K OTM/bITUIO U HOBbIM CBEpLIEHUAM.

Ha cneaywumn aeHb Mepco ybun 3arpes, BepHy/nca K cebe M npocnan BC BTOPYH
NONOBUHY AHSA. MPOCHYNCSA OH B NuMXopanke. W Beyepom, He BCTaBas C MoCTenu,
nonpocun no3BaTb K cebe Bpaya, KOTOPLIA OBHAPYXWUN Y HEro npocTydy. MOTOM K Hemy
3arfsHyNn NOCbUTbHBIA M3 KOHTOPLI, CNPaBWICA O 340POBbe W OTNPaBWICHA BOCBOSACH,
npuxBaTUB 3asiBieHNWe C npocbbon 06 oTnycke. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO AHEN B rasertax
NosSIBUINCb 3aMeTKU O CMepTu 3arpes, O Xoje paccsefoBaHus. Ero camoybumcTeo
Ka3anocCb BMOJSIHE OMpaBAaHHbLIM. MapTa, npuwejwas NpoBeAaTb Mepco, ckasana co
B3/L0XOM:

— Mopoli MHe XxoTenocb b6bl OKa3aTbCsA HAa ero Mecte. HO MHOM pa3 HyXHO 6onble
MyXecTBa ANI1 TOro, 4YTOobbl XWUTb, YeM ANA TOro, 4YTobbl MOKOHUMUTbL C CObGOMN.

A elle yepe3 HeAeno Mepco OTNAbIA B Mapcenb, ObbABMB BCEM 3HAKOMbIM, YTO Xo4yeT
OTAOXHYTb BO ®paHUMW. MapTa noay4ymna OT HEro MUCbMO U3 JIMOHA C coobueHuem o
pa3pbiBe, HO He MUCMbITana nNpu 3TOM U3BECTUM HUYEro, KpoMe yKosia camosobuio.
OAHOBPEMEHHO OH coobwwn, 4TO emMy MPeAsiOXKMAN HeobblYaWHO BbLIFOAHYKW AONXHOCTb FAe-TO
B LeHTpasbHOM EBpone. MapTa oTBeTWla eMy MNUCbMOM A0 BOCTpeboBaHMSA, MOJIHbIM
coXaneHun u 6onM. HO OHO TakK M He AOWIO A0 Mepco, KOTOpbKM TyT Xe Nno npuesae B
JIMOH NOYYBCTBOBA/I HOBLIM MPUCTYN 60/Ie3HM U Mocnewwn cecTb B MOe3d, UAYWMA B
Mpary. Mexay npoyuMm, B TOM Xe MUCbME FOBOPUIOCH, YTO Teno 3arpes, MHOrO AHew
nponexasliee B Mopre, 6bi/10 HaKOHel-TO NpeAaHo 3emie U 4YTOo NoTpeboBanoCb HECKONbKO
noaywek, 4Tobbl 3anoNHUTbL NYCTOTY B rpoby.
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yacTb BTOpas

CO3HATEJIbHAA CMEPTb

I
— S xoTen bbl CHATb HOMep, — CKa3a/ MpPUe3XuUA MOo-HEMEeUKWU, TAAA KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY.

NopTbe CTOAN Yy AOCKWU, yBemaHHoﬁ Knw4yamu, mMpOKMﬁ CTON OTAeNnsAn ero oT BecTubiwns
rOCTUHWUUBI. OH BHMMATE/IbHO MOCMOTpPE/ST HAa Npue3xero B MelWKoBaTOM Cepom nJaule.

— Pa3ymeeTcs, cyAapb. Ha OAHY HO4YbL?
— HeT. He 3Haw.
— Y HacC eCcTb HOMepa MO BOCEMHAaAUATb, ABAaAUATb MATb U TPUALATb KPOH.

Mepco CMOTpesn CKBO3b 3aCTeK/eHHyl0 ABepb Ha y3eHbKylo MPaxXCKyW YNOYKy. PYKu B
KapMaHax, BOJIOCbl Ha HEMOKPLITOM roJioBe B3/l0OXMayeHbl. Henoganeky, Ha bynbBape
KOpons BeHuecnaBa, CKpexeTaau TpamBau.

— KakoW xe HoMep BaM YroAHO, CyAapb?

— Bce paBHO KaKOﬁ, — 0TO3BaJicA Mepco, He OTpbiBas rsa3 oT ABepu. MopTbe CHAN C
AOCKWM KN4 MU NPOTAHYN ero nocTtoAnbLly.

— Homep ABeHaAuLaThb.

Mepco CNOBHO O4YHYNCSA OT 3abbiTbsA.

— A CKOJIbKO 3TO CTOUT?

— TpuauaTb KPOH.

— C/vMwKoMm jgoporo. S 6bl XoTen 3a BOCEMHAALATh.

NopTbe, He FOBOPSA HM C/NOBA, MPOTAHYN eMy APYrol K4 C MeAHOW 3Be3[04KOM, Ha
KOTOPOM 3HA4YuNoCb: «KomHaTa N 34».

OKa3aBWWCb B HOMepe, Mepco CHSN MuAXak, cfierka ocnabwun raicTyk U MawMHalbHO
3aBepHyN pyKaBa pybawku. Mogowen K BUCEBLIEMY HAl YMbIBaJIbHUKOM 3epKany. OTTyAa Ha
Hero B3rNiIAHYN 4YeNoBeK C OCYHYBWWMCS, 4YyTb 3aropesibiM JIULOM, MOKPbITbIM MHOMOAHEBHOW
WleTUHOW. PacTpenaBwMecs B Moe3je BOJOCh NajanvM Ha nob, rae rnybokuMe MOpUMHbI Mex
bpoBelr npuaaBanu B3rnajy Cepbe3HOe M TporaTeslbHOe BblpaxeHue, NopasuBliee ero
camMoro. TONbKO Tenepb OH pewusl HAaKOHEeL, OCMOTPeTbCs B 3TOM XaJlkOM HOMepe, ero
€AVMHCTBEHHOM MNpUCTaHUWe, 3a NpeAesaMun KOTOPOro Y HEero Hu4yero He 6bino. Ha
oMep3UTeNbHbIX 06051X C KPYMHbIMM XeNTbiMKM LBEeTaMM NO CepoMy MOJI0 PACHIbUINCE FpPsA3Hble
NATHA: HacToswas reorpaguyeckas kKapra CTpaHbl, KOTopas Ha3biBAeTCHA HuweTon. Cop u
nayTMHa 3a OrpoMHON HaTapeel LEHTPaSIbHOrO OTOMJEHUSA. Pa3buUTLIM BbIKJAWYATENb C
TOopyawmMmMmM M3 Hero MeAHbIMM KOHTaKTaMmMu. 3acasieHHbii, YCeSsHHbI AOXJIbIMA MyXaMmu WHYP
HajJ KpoBaTbl, C KOTOPOro CBUCAET NUNKas Namnovyka 6e3 abaxypa. To/NbKO MOCTe/ibHOe
benbe 0OKa3anoCb, KaK HU YAMBUTENbHO, YUCTbIM. MEpPCO PACKPbII YeMOAaH U NpUHANCSA
paccTaBNATb HA YMbIBaJibHUKE TyaJieTHble MPUHAANEXHOCTU. MOTOM pewna 6bI10 BbIMbITb
PYKU, HO, nepepymaB, 3aKpyTui KpaH U, NOAOWAS K OKHY 6e3 3aHaBeCok, pacnaxHyn
ero. OHO BbIXOAWIO HA 3aAHUN ABOP C BOAOPA3OOPHON KOMOHKOM M HA CTEHy C
NoACNenoBaTbIMM OKOWKaMM. B OAHOM M3 HUX Cywunocb benbe. Mepco ner u ToT4yac
3aCHyN. MPOCHYBWWCb B MOTY, BeCb pa3buTbili, OH Kakoe-TO Bpems HecueibHO KPYyXuncs
No KOMHaTe. MOTOM 3aKypwun curapeTty, Cen U NPUHANCSA TYNo pa3rnsafbiBaTb CKAAAKU Ha
M3MATbIX 6plKax. Bo pTy CKonuaacb ropeyb CHa M Tabaka MoyecbiBad cebe MOAMbBILKK, OH
CHOBA OrfsAen KOMHATy, W eMy 4YyTb He CTajso AYPHO OT TAKOro 3anyCTeHus u
oAMHOYeCTBa. Bce ocCTaloCb rae-To Tam, no3aiu, Jaxe ero 6onesHb, a 34eCb, B 3TOM
HOMepe — TOJIbKO fICHOe ouylueHne abCypAHOCTU U HUYTOXHOCTU NbON 4YenoBevyeCKon
XU3HU, Jaxe camon bnaronosiydyHou. Ho BC/el 3a 3TWUM OUyWEHWEM — CTbAJIUBOE U
CMyTHO€ 4YyBCTBO CB0O0OOAbI, POAMBLIEECA W3 COMHEHWM W onaceHun. Camo Bpems, CTaB
MAFKMM M BJI@QXHbIM, XJI0ONa/0 BOKPYr HEro C/0BHO 60/10THas TuHa.
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B ABepb IPOMKO MOCTy4yaau, U, OTOPBABWMCbL OT CBOUX MbIC/Ie, Mepco BCMOMHWJI, 4YTO
NMPOCHYJICA-TO OH, OKa3blBaeTCA, OT TOYHO TAKOrO Xe CTyKa. OH OTKpbUl ABEpb: Ha
nopore CTOAN MaJieHbKUA CTapuKallka C pbbken WeTMHOW Ha uwekax, crubaBuMACS Noj,
TAXECTb ABYX YEMOAAHOB, KOTOpble Ha e€ro CnMHe Ka3aIMCb OCODEHHO OrpPOMHbIMM. OH
3a4pixanica OT YCTaJoCTU U pasjpaxeHus, chinan pyratesbCTBaMU U MPOKNATUAMM,
bpbi3ran crwHoW, obHaxasa peaKue FHUMble 3y6bl. U TyT Mepco BCMOMHWA, 4YTO Yy Camoro
60NbUIOro YemMosaHa JaBHO YyXe OoTopBasachb pyyka, TakK 4YTO TauuTh ero 6b1o cylee
Haka3zaHue. OH XOTeNn M3BUHUTLCS, OH Belb He pPacCUYUTbiBA/l, YTO HOCWUNBUMK OKaxeTcs
TakuM CTapbiM, HO 3araca CJIOB y Hero He xBaTwno. CTapuyok nepebun ero:

— C BacC YeTbipHaAUATb KPOH.
— 3a OAMH JeHb XpaHeHuUA? — YAUBWICHA Mepco.

U3 panbHeNuwmnx AOATrUX MeperoBOPOB BbIACHMIOCH, YTO CTApUKAlIKe MPULIIOCh B3ATb
TakCuU. Y Mepco He XBaTWIO AyXYy CKa3aTb, YTO B TakOM cJiyyae OH Mor Obl 3TO caenaTb
M CaM; OH TOJIbKO MOXajs njeyamu U pacnaatuica. Koraa ABepb 3a CTAPUKOM
3axJIonHynacb, Mepco MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO B €ro rpyam 3akunawT HEMOHATHO YeMm
BblI3BaHHble CNie3bl. [Ae-To coBceM 6AM3KO npobuno 4yeTbipe 4vaca. CTano 6bITb, OH cnan
COBCEM Heponro. Tenepb OH MOHAM, YTO TOJbKO CTOAWMW HANPOTUB AOM OTAENsAN ero oT
ynvupl, rAae Tekna, Habyxas M BCNyyMBasCb, TAMHCTBEHHAs 4yxas XM3Hb. He Mewano 6bl
B3rNIAHYTb Ha Hee. MepCO MPUHANCS MbITb PYKWU, OH Aenan 3TO AOJIFO U OCHOBATEsNbHO.
MoToM MpuUcCen Ha Kpan KPOBAaTU U TaK Xe MeTOAUYHO CTajsa MNPUBOAUTL B MOPAAOK HOITU.
[lBa WM Tpu aBTOMOOWNbHBLIX FyaKa, AOHECWMXCS CO ABOpa, MPO3ByYaM TakK HEOXWUAAHHO
M pe3Ko, YTO MepCco CHOBA MNOAOWES K OKHY. WM TyT OH 3aMeTWa KpbiTbil Nepexoa,
BeAYWUA U3 AoMA HA ynuuy. EMy nokasanocCb, YTO BeCb YJUYHBIA FOMOH, BCS HeBejoMas
XU3Hb MO Ty CTOPOHY OKPECTHbIX [JOMOB, roJjioca Jojen, KOTopble rae-TO XMBYT, UMewT
CeMbMW, C KeM-TO CCOopATCA WIN MUPATCA, UrpawT no Bedvyepam B npedepaHc, bonewTt wuam
BbI3IOPABINBANT, YN 4YeNoBeYeCKOro MypaBeWMHWKA, HACENeHHOro CyluecTBaMu, 4bMU
cepaua He XOTAT 6UTbCA B Naj C YYAOBUIWHbBIM CepALeM TOo/Mbl, — BCE 3TU 3BYKWU TeKu
no nepexopy, pas3MBaINCb MO ABOPY WU, B3MbiBAs BBbICb, CJIOBHO MblUIbHble My3bipw,
NnionasMcb y Hero B KOMHaTe. Mepco YyBCTBOBaJl Ccebsi TakKMM OTKPbITbIM, TaKWUM YYTKUM K
mManenweMy ABWXEHUI0 M3BHe, OYyATO B HeM CaMOM packpbiiacb rnybokas cCKBaxuHa,
CBA3bIBAKWASA €ro C XM3Hb. OH 3aKypwa HOBYKW CUrapeTy W MPUHANCA C JIMXOPAAOYHOM
NMOCMNeWHOCTbd ofeBaTbCsA. Korpa 3acTermBan nNuUAxXak, rfasa y Hero 3aumnaso OT JAbiMa.
OH MpPOMbIT UX M3 yMbIBaJibHMKA, @ 3a0AHO pewns npuyecaTbCsA. HO pacyecka Kyaa-To
nponana. BoJioCbl 6bIIM BCKJIOKOYEHbI MOC/e CHa, eMy TaK W He yaasoCb WX MPUrIaauTb.
OH cowesn BHM3, CMUPUBWKCHL M C MNPSAASIMUA, CBUCAOWMMM HA NMLO, M C BMXpaMM Ha
3aTbiKe. EMy nokKa3alioCb, YTO U BeCb OH KaK-TO CbEXWICH, CTaJl MeHblle POCTOM.
BbinAs Ha ynuuy, OH obowen BOKPYr FOCTUHWLUBI, YTOObl HAWTU TOT Nepexoh, KOTOPbIN
3aMeTUN U3 OKHa. OH Bes Ha MJoWaAb CTApoOWA paTyln, YbW FOTUYECKME WNWIN YeTKO
BbIPUCOBLIBAINCb B Hebe No CoCeacTBY C ApeBHeN ThIHCKOW LLepKOBbI. Beuep,
ONyCTUBWMWACA Hag Mparon, 6bN HEMHOrO AywHOBAaT. MO y/ioYKaM, OOHECEHHbIM apKamu,
CHOBaA/AW TOJMbl JIOAEN. Mepco XAan, YTO XOTb OAHA U3 MPOXOAAWMX MUMO XEHWWH bpocuT
Ha Hero B3rNff, KOTOPLIA AoKa3an b6bl eMy, 4TO OH elje CnocobeH y4yacTBOBAaTb B TOM
C/IOXHOM W TOHKOM Urpe, 4YTO HA3bIBAETCHA XU3HbK. HO MIOAM, HAXoAswmecs B A0OPOM
3ApaBun, JIOBKO AeNnawT BuUA, BYyATO He 3aMeTWIN YCTPEMJIEHHOrO Ha HUX JINXOPaAO4YHOIr O
B3rnsaa. Mnoxo BbIOPUTHIN, HenpuyecaHHbi, B XeBaHbIX OplKax, C rnasamm 3arHaHHOro
3Beps, Mepco yTpaTun Ty BOJWEOHYHW CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb, KOTOPYW NpuaaeT 4esioBeKy
XOPOWWN KOCTIM WAW WWKAPHBIM aBTOMOOUAbL. Hebo mnMoHeMHory OpoH30Bes0, HO COJIHEYHble
Jlyuyn elle urpaam Ha 3o/ioTe b6apoyHbIX KyMoJioB B r/ybuHe njowaauM. Mepco HanpaBWICH K
OJHOMY M3 HMX, BOWeEN B LEPKOBb M, 3a40XHYBWMCb OT CNepTOro BO3jayxa, Npucen Ha
CKamblo. CBOJA TOHY/ B MOJSIHOM MpaKe, HO C MO30J/IOYEHHbIX KanuTenen no xenobkam
KaHHesNop CTekanu BoJiwebHble CBETOHOCHbIe CTPYWKM, OMbIBas JiMua TOJICTOWEKUX aHresioB
M YyXMbIAAKWMXCA CBATbIX. [a, 34eCb LApWia KPOTOCTb, HO OHA bblla CTO/b FOPbKOW, 4YTO
Mepco bpocunca K BbiXoAy M, elje CTOA Ha CTyneHbKax, NOMHOW rpyAbid Bobpan B cebs
CBEXUN BO3AYX HOYM, KyAd emy MNpeAcTosAaso Norpy3uTbCA. MrHOBeHME CnycTd OH yBuaen,
Kak nepBas 3Be3ja, Haras WM yucTas, 3acusasia Mexay Wnuasmu TbIHCKOW LLepPKBU.

OH NYyCTW/ICS Ha MOWUCKW JelWeBeHbKOro pecTopaHyMka, Mowes Hayraj fno TemHbIM U
Ma/0/I0AHbBIM Tenepb Y/A04YKaM. XOTA AOXAS AHEeM He 6bl10, MOCTOBAas OCTaBasaCb Cbipor, U
eMy npuwiaocb TO U AeN0 OormbaTb 4YepHble AYXuubl CPeAN HEPOBHOIrO OYJ/bKHMKA. A MOTOM
M BNpAMb 3aMOPOCU MENKUN AOXAUK. OXMBJIEHHble Y/WLbl HAXOAWIUCH Tenepb rAe-To
Hefaneko, C HUX yxe AOHOCUIUCH CHAA BbIKPUKU Ta3eTUYUKOB, MNPOAANWUX «HAPOAHYH
NONIUTUKY». A MepCo BCe KPYTWICA MO KPyry. BHe3amHO OH OCTAHOBW/ACA. W3 HeAp HoO4u
JO Hero jofieTen CTpaHHbIM 3amax. OCTpbIi, YyTb KWUC/IOBaTHI, OH WeEKOTaN HO3Apw,
wMnan sA3blK M rnasa. CHavasna OH Ka3asics JaJiekMm, a MoTOM, Ha Yrjy, CJIOBHO MO
BONWEHCTBY, MaxHyn NpsMO B NINLO. MepcCo ABWUHYNCSA HA 3TOT 3anax Mo rps3HON u
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CKO/Ib3KOM MOCTOBOM, M C KaxAbM WAFOM TOT CTAHOBWICH BCe OWlyTUMEN, 3anoJiHAN BCH
OKpyry, BCe CuibHee wwunan rnasa, v 6e3 Toro yxe nosHole cne3. HakoHeu Mepco
yBUien cTapyxy, NpojaBaBilyld MAapPUHOBAHHbIE OrypLbl: OHU-TO U OLUIM UCTOYHUKOM 3STOrO
oaypswlero 3arnaxa. Kakon-To MPOXOXWUA OCTAHOBWUACA M Kynua orypel, KOTOpbIM cTapyxa
3aBepHysia eMy B 6ymMaxky. MopaBHABWMCb C Mepco, OH pa3BepHy/n ee U BNuncga 3ybamu B
3e/1eHY0 MAKOTb, W3 KOTOPOW BpbI3HYN Naxy4ymm cOk. MOoYyBCTBOBAB TOWHOTY, Mepco
NPUCNOHUNCA K CTONBY M JONTrO MbITANCA OTAbIATHLCA, BNMBas B cebAa BCHO CTpPaHHYW
aTMocthepy 3TOro mupa, rae OH YyBCTBOBasN cebsi TakuM OAMHOKUM. TOTOM ABUHYNCA
Janblie U, He pa3ayMmbiBas, 3allen B MepBbld MONABUWMACA Kabayok, OTKyla AOHOCUIIUCH
3BYKM aKkopaeoHa. CnyCTUBWWCb Ha HECKONbKO CTYMNeHeK, OH MOMeAsM/l Ha cepeauHe
NIeCTHUUBI, a NOTOM WArHy/n jAajblle U OYYTWUICA B TEeMHOBATOM Norpebke, ocCBelleHHOM
KpacHoBaTbhiMM OTbneckamu. [OAXHO ObITb, Yy Hero 6bi1 AOBOSBHO CTPAHHLIN BUA, MNOTOMY
YTO 3BYKM aKKopAeoHa CTanu rayue, pa3roBopbl CMOJKAM U BCe NoceTutenu obepHynuchb
B €ro CTOPOHY. B yrny yxuHana AeBuua, WeBeNs 4Yyepecyyp XUpHbiMM rybamu. Koe-KTo
MU TeMHOoe U CNlalkoBaToe YelliCKoe NMUBO. MHOrue NpoCTO KYPWIW, HUYEro He
3aKasbiBas. Mepco nogowes K AOBOJIbHO AJIMHHOMY CTOJY, 3a KOTOpbiM CUAen BCEro OAuH
yesioBeK. BbICOKUIN, XYAOW, pbXeBaTbii, OH CKOPYWUICHA Ha CTy/le, CYHYB PYKW B KapMmaHbl,
M C OMep3UTesNbHbIM XJlNaHbeM COoCajs NOTpPecKaBWMMUCA Fybamn 3aC/OHABAEHHbIM 06/10MOK
CNUYKN, uHOrjaa nepebpachiBas ero U3 OAHOro yrna prta B Apyron. Koraa Mepco ycencs
pAAOM, OH TONbKO MAOTHEE MPUXaNcs K CNMHKe CTyna, Hauenun ChNuyky B cocela U 4yTb
3aMeTHO npuilypunicsa. MPUCMOTPEBUINCL, Mepco YBUAEN B ero neT/ule KpacHyi
3BE3/J04KY.

Mepco en mano U TOPOMJMBO, He ollylwas ronoja. AKKOpPAEOH 3By4yas Tenepb rpomye, a
UrpaBWWA Ha HEM YesloBeK He CBOAWA a3 C HeobbiMHOro noceTuTens. Mepco ABaxApl
MbiITANCS Bbi3blBalWE NOCMOTPETb B €ro CTOPOHY, BbAEPXATb €ro B3rasj. HO C/UWKOM YyX
OH 0cCnab oT nuxopaiaku. A My3blKaHT BCe MANUICA Ha Hero. BHe3amHO ojHa W3 AeBMulL,
FPOMKO pacxoxoTaslaCb, YesloBeK C KpacCHOM 3Be3J04KON elle CU/ibHee 3alMbiran CAUYKOM,
Ha KOTOpPOM NOBMCNA KanesibKa CJIoHbI, a My3blKaHT, He OTpbiBas rnas oT Mepco, obopgan
TaHLEeBasbHbI HAWUrpbill U MPUHANCS BbLIBOAUTbH MeEAJSIEHHY, C/IOBHO MPUNOPOWEHHY Mblb0
BEKOB Mefoauw. B 3TOT MUI ABepb pacnaxHynacb, MPONyCcKas HOBOro noceTuTensa. Mepco
He BMAEeNn ero, TOMIbKO MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK MaxHy/n0 OCTPbiM 3anaxoM OrypeyHoro
paccona. 3TOT 3anax pa3oM HaMoJIHWA BeCb MpayHbi norpebok, cMmewasncs C
TauHCTBEHHOW MesioAMen aKKopAeoHa, W TyT Xe KanesbKa C/OHbl HA CNMYKe Havana
pa3byxaTb, pa3roBOpbl CTajuM 3HAUYUTESIbHEW U OXUBJIEHHEN: Ka3asoCb, 4YTO CaM AyX
CcTapon MNparu, BbIHBIPHYB W3 COHHbIX HOYHbIX FAYO6MH, MNOMHbLIX 60AM M 37106bl, 3arnsHyn B
3TOT MOABaNbYUK, UYTOObL MopilaTb 34eCh Ye/OBEYECKUM TensoM. Mepco, yxe
NPUHABWWNCA 3a MPUTOPHLIN MapMenaj, NOYYBCTBOBasJl, YTO Kakas-TO Cuia BHe3amnHo
oTbpocuna ero 3a npepensl COBCTBEHHOrO CylleCTBa, UYTO OTKPHLIBWASACA B HEM CKBaxuHa
pacTeT U WMPUTCH HABCTpPeYY JACKOM TOCKe U ropw. OH BCKOYWA, MNoAo3Ban obduuMaHTa,
HMYEro He NOHAN U3 ero obbACHEeHWN, pacniaTUICA C HUM Yyepecuyyp WeApo U, NpoAonxas
YYBCTBOBAaTb Ha cebe NPUCTalbHbI M HEOTPbIBHLIM B3rNaj My3blkaHTa, MOlesn K BbIXo4y.
MWHOBAB aKKOpAeOoHWUCTa, Mepco 3aMeTwun, 4YTO TOT MO-MpexHeMy rAsAuUT Ha CTOMMK, 3a
KOTOpPbIM TOSIbKO 4YTO CUAEN OH cam. TyT eMy CTajsio SICHO, YTO 3TOT YesIoBeK — CJienomn.
OH MOAHANCA MO CTyNeHbKam, pacnaxHyn ABepb M, BAOXHYB HaMnoC/AeAO0K CTOMKUM 3anax
OrypeyHoro paccona, [ABUHYNCH MO Y3KWUM Yyfo4ykam B rnybb Houu.

Haja aomamMu CUSNM 3Be3Abl. FAe-TO Henojaneky CTpywnachb peka: A0 Mepco AOHOCUNOCH
rnyxoe M Moryyee neHue BOJbl. OYYTUBLIUCH Mepes pelueTyaTod KaJMTKOW B TONCTOWM
CTeHe C BblCeYEHHbIMM Ha HEeW HENMOHATHbIMA NMUCbMEHaMW, OH MOHAN, YTO HaXOAUTCHA B
eBpencKoM KBapTane. Haj peKkor HABMCANM UBOBble BETBU, UCTOYaBIUME C/IaZKOBATbIN
apomaT. CKBO3b MPYTbs KAJIMTKU BUAHENUCb Ipy3Hble Oypble KaMHU, YTOHYBIIME B IyCTOWU
TpaBe. To 6bIO CTapoe eBpencKoe Knaabuue. Mepco 4yTb He berom 6pocunics Mpoyb U
yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO WaroB oOKa3asica Ha PaTywHou njowagu. [JobpaBwmcCb AO CBOeW
FOCTUHMULbI, OH MPUC/IOHUNCS K CTeHe, U 3JeCb ero My4YUTenbHO BbIPBasNO. COXpaHAsA Ty
MOJSIHYI0 SICHOCTb CO3HAHUS, 4YTO Bbi3bIBAETCH KpanHelh cnabocTblo, OH 6be3 Tpyaa OTbiCKan
CBOW HOMep, MOBAJMICA HAa KpoBaTb U TOTYAC YCHYN.

Ha cneaywumMin AeHb ero pasbyaunu BbiIKPUKU NPOAABLOB raseTt. Moroaa 6biia no-npexHemy
CYMpayHoM, HO 3a obnakamu yrajbiBasioCb COJIHUEe. Mepco 6bi1 ewe cnab, Ho emy yxe
noseryano. Jivib MbICIb O HE@CKOHEYHOM [He, KOTOpLIA ero oxuaaeT, Obuia HeBbIHOCKUMA.
Koraa xuBewb B MNOJIHOM OAMHOYECTBE, BpeMs pacTaruBaeTcs becnpenenbHO UM KaxAbi 4ac
CTAHOBUTCA pPaBHbIM BEYHOCTU. MNpexae BCero cjeAoBajsio NMoAyMaTb O TOM, Kak u3bexaTb
6one3HeHHbIX NMPUNAAKOB, MOAO06HLIX BYepawHeMmy. ECAM yX OCMaTpvMBaTb ropoj, TO
METOAMYHO, MO 3apaHee COCTAB/IEHHOMY M/aHy. He CMEeHMB HOYHYK NuXaMy Ha KOCTIOM, OH
ycencs 3a CTOJl U HameTwun cebe pacnopsAAoK MPOrysoK Ha Lenyw Heaenw. MOHACTHIpU M
bapouHble LepKBU, My3eu M CTapble KBapTasibl — OH MOCTapascs He ynyCTUTb HUYero.
MoToM yMbiICS, 3aMeTWl, 4YTO TakK M He Kynun cebe pacyecky, M CNyCTWUICA BHU3 TaKUM
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Xe pacTpenaHHbIM M 3achaHHbIM, KaK HakaHyHe. Mpu AHEBHOM CBeTe B rJjia3a nopTbe
bpocunacb ero B3bepolweHHas WeBespa, PAacTEePAHHbIA BMA, U NMUAXAK C OTOPBAHHOW
NyroBuLlen. BbINAS U3 TOCTUHWULLI, OH YCJblllas MO-AETCKU TPOraTesibHbI HaWUTpbill
aKKopAeoHa. ByepawHwWi cnenewl cuien Ha KOPTOYKAxX Ha yrnay CTapowd niowaau, Tep3as
MEeXM MHCTPYMEeHTA C TaKuMM 6/1aXeHHO-NYCTbiM BbipaXeHMEM, CJIOBHO OH OTPEKCS OT Camoro
cebs, UENNKOM BMNUCABWWACH B TEYEHUE XU3HWM, HEU3MEPUMO MPEBOCXOASWEN BCE ero
CylecTBO. Y nepekpecTka Mepco obepHynca — v TyT €ro CHOBA HACTUIr 3anax
orypeyHoro paccona, a cepjue 3alWemMuso OT MPUBbIYMHOW TOCKW.

3TOT AeHb Npowen TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK M BCe OCTa/llbHble. Mepco BCTaBand NO3J4HO,
OCMaTpMBa/l MOHACTHIPU M LEPKBM, CNYCKa/Cs B MNponaxwmve sajaHoM MOA3eMeNnbs, U,
BbINAS HAPYXy, BHOBb M BHOBb WCMbITbIBAN TaWHbLIA CTpPaX, KOTOPLIA COYWMICHA U3 TOpYaBWKX
Ha KaxaoMm yrny 6odyek C orypuamm. 3amax paccosia npeciefoBasl ero B My3esx, e OH
NoCTUran TAaMHCTBEHHYW MolWb 6apOYHOro reHwus, 3anoJIoOHMBLEro Mpary 30JI0TbiM
BenuKonennem. 30/IOTUCTLIA CBET, TUXO CTPYSAWWACH MO CyMpayHbIM anTapsMm, Ka3aics emy
OTpaXeHMeM OT/IMBAKWMX MeAbl NPAXCKUX Hebec, COTKAHHbIX M3 COMHUA M TyMaHa. Fnaas
Ha 3aBUTKW BOJIOT U PO3eTOK, HAa BCe 3TO 3aTenInBoe y30po4ybe, CJIOBHO bbl C/enjieHHoe
M3 30/104eHON (QOSIbIrM U TPOraTesbHO CXOXee C UrpyWeYHbIMU POXAECTBEHCKUMM ACAAMU,
Mepco npo3peBasl B 3TOM H6apOYHOM FPaHAMO3HOCTM, FPOTECKEe M COpa3MepHOCTM nogobue
HeKoero NMXOPafoOYHOro, AETCKU-HAUBHOIO U BeNepevymBoro pPoMaHTU3Ma, C Ybel MOMOLIbH
yenoBeK 06OPOHAETCS OT COBCTBEHHbIX AEMOHOB. EOr, KOTOPOMY 3[€Cb MOK/IOHSAIUCH,
TpeboBan K cebe cTpaxa M MNoYTeHMs, 3TO bblN1 coBCeM He TOT bOr, KOTOpLIA CMeeTCs
BMeCTe C YesIOBeKOM, c/iefisl 3a MbUIKUMU Urpamu MOPS U CONMHUA. BbiAAsS U3-nof
CYMpaYHbIX CBOAOB, FAe 3aCTOsA/CA TOHKMM 3anax npaxa U HebbiTus, Mepco CHOBA ouwywan
cebAa 6ecnpuioTHbIM, JIMWEHHbIM POAWHbI CKUTAsbLeM. Kaxapld Beyep OH HaBeuwasn obutenb Ha
BOCTOYHOW OKpauHe Mparu. Tam, B CaAMKe 3a MOHACTBIPCKUMU CTEHaMW, 4acbl feTenu
JIerKo, CJIOBHO rosybu, HexHbli Mepe3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB TOHY/l B FyCTOW TpaBe, a MOXeT
6bITb, BCE 3TO TONbLKO Mepewunocb Mepco, KOTOPOro BCe elje M3BOAMNA NMXOpajKa. M OH
He 3ameyan, KaKk uaeT Bpems. HacTynan 4yac, KOrfga LepKBU U My3eu yxe 3aKpbiTbhl, a
pecTopaHbl elwe He OTKpbIBAIMCb. W 3TOT 4Yac Taun B cebe yrpoly. Mepco rynsn no
beperam BnTaBbl, FAe B Napkax NpuM CBeTe JOropawllero AHSA FpemMenM OpKecTpbl. OT
NAOTWUHBI K MJIOTUHE CHOBANM MO peKke MNapoXOAWKW. Mepco waran BCiej 3a HUMKU, TO
OCTaB/NAA NO3aAM OrNYWMTE/NbHbIA WYyM M KUMEHMEe Wio3a M Malo-noMany norpyxaschb B
6e3MATEXHYI0 BEUYEpPHIO TUWMHY, TO CHOBA NpuMbAMxascb K rpoxouyylemy nepekaTy.
JlobpaBWMCb A0 O4YepenHOW MJOTWMHbBI, OH OCTaHaB/MBAJICA, 4YTobbl MonwboBaTbhCA
pPa3HOUBETHBIMA NIOAKAMU, KOTOpPbIE MbITAINCb, HE OMNPOKUHYBWWCb, MWMHOBATb OMacHoe
MeCcTo, M AOXMAQNCA TOrO MOMEHTa, KOorjga OoJdHa M3 HUX BCe-TaKu ogoseBana byyllyto
CTPEMHUHY. HO BCe 3TW MOTOKW BOAbl, C/IOBHO HeCylme BHU3 MO TEYEHWUW JIOACKON FOMOH,
MenoAMM OPKEeCTPOB M apoMaT MapKoOB, BCe 3TO peyHoe pa3fo/ibe, MOJIHOe BpPOH30BaTbHIX
oTbneckoB Beyepetwero Heba BnepeMexKy C TeHAMM OT CTaTyM Kapnoea MocTa, — BCe
3TO TOJ/IbKO 060CTpsAno B Aylule Mepco 60se3HEHHOe U Xry4yee ollyluleHUe CTbIIoro
0AMHOYEeCTBa, B KOTOPOM HeT MecTa MbBM. Korga y Hero nepexeaTbiBasno JApixaHue OT
3amaxa Bfarm M NUCTBbI, OH 3BaNl K cebe cne3bl, HO UX He 6bUlOo. Cenyac emy 6bUIO Obl
JOCTATOYHO MPUCYTCTBUS Apyra, ero MpoTsSHYTOW PyKWM. WU cne3bl 3acTbiBaiM Ha rpaHuue
TOro 6e3XafoCTHOrO MUpa, B KOTOPbIM OH Obi1 BBEPrHYT. WHOM pa3 no Beyepam OH
nepexoaun KapnoB MOCT, 4YTOObl MOrynsaTb no pagvyaHam, MYCTbIHHOMY W MONYaJUBOMY
KBapTa/y BbICOKO Haj PEKOW, BCEro B HECKOJIbKMX Warax OT CamblX OXWBJIEHHbIX Y/WL,. OH
b6poamn cpean OrpoOMHbIX ABOPLOB, NO HEOOBLATHLIM MOLWEHbLIM NAOWAAAM, NPOXOAUN BAONb
KOBaHbIX (UIrypHbIX orpan, ormban cobop. Ero warv ryiko oTAaBa/lMCb B TULWIMHE MeEX
BbICOKUX [ABOPLOBbIX CTEH. TONIbKO HESACHLIA WyM AOHOCWICH Cloaa M3 ropoja. 3AeCb He
ToproBanauM orypuamM, HO B CamMo/ 3TOW TUWMHE, B 3TOM BeNUYUM ObUIO YTO-TO HACTOJIbKO
rHeTylwee, 4YTO B KOHUE KOHLOB Mepco BCSAKWUWA pa3 crewwns CnyCTUTbCHA BHM3, K 3anaxam
M MenoausaM, C KOTOPbIMM YyXe ycrnen CPOAHUTbCA. YXMHAN OH BCerjga B TOM CaMOM
Kabauykp, KOTOpbIM OTKPbLUT BO BpPeMsi MEpPBOW MPOryJIKM U C KOTOPbIM YyCMes CBbIKHYTbCS. Y
Hero pgaxe MnoOsIBUICSA COBCTBEHHbIN CTOJMIMK, KOTOPLIA OH Aefna C 4e/lOBEKOM, HOCUBLIUM B
neTnuue KpacHyw 3Be3A04YKY. TOT MOSABASANCHA TONbKO K Beyepy, 3akKasbiBasll KPYXKY NuBa
MU NPUHUMANCA C/IOHABUTL CNUYKY. UyTb MO3XEe HAYMHAN UrpaTb CAEnon My3blKaHT, U
TOorpa Mepco crnewws MPOrfioTUTb YXWMH, pacniaTUTbCs, BEPHYTbCS B FOCTUHULY U
3abbITbCA TaM NINXOPAAOYHbIM CHOM 60JIbHOIO pebeHKa: Xap He OTNyCKall ero HU Ha OAHY
HOYb .

Kaxapli AeHb MepCo HauyuMHan aymatb o6 oTbe3Ae, HO ero BONA, K CYacTbi, ocnabneHHas
OAMHOYECTBOM M 6e3HaAeXHOCTbi, AeHb OTO AHA CAaBana BCce bonblue M 6onblue. OH
npoeen B Mpare yxe 4eTBepo CYTOK, HO TaK AO CUX Nop U He Kynun cebe pacyecky, o6
OTCYTCTBMM KOTOPOM BCMOMMHAN Kaxioe yTpo. OH CMYTHO olyljan, 4YTO eMy 4Yero-To He
XBaTaeT, HO He MOr MOHATb, Yero MMeHHO. KakK-TO Be4YepoM OH lWen B Kabauyok no Tom
camoi ynouyke, rje BhnepBble MOYYAN OrypedHbld 3amax. M BOT, KOrAA OH yxe 6bUl roTos
YNOBUTb €ro CHOBa, B [ABYX WArax OT pecTopaHuYnMKka 4YTO-TO MPUBEKNO €ro BHUMaHue Ha
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NPOTUBOMOJIOXHON CTOPOHE YNWUUbl. OH OCTAHOBW/CSA, MOTOM nojowen 6auxe. Ha TpoTyape
Nnexan 4yesioBek, CKpeCcTUB PYKM M Kacasicb achanbTa JIeBOW WeKoW. Tpoe wan 4YyeTBepo
3eBaK CTOSNM BOKPYr, MPUCIOHMBWUCL K CTEHe, U, Ka3anoCb, Yero-To XAANM, COXpPaHAN
NoJSIHOE CNOKOWCTBMUE. OAWH U3 HUX KYpWS, OCTasibHble TUXOHbKO MeperoBapuvBainCb. 3aTo
eule OAUH, C MUAXAKOM, MEPEeKUHYTbiIM yepe3 PyKy, U B COMTOM HA 3aTbiIOK wadne,
OTNAACHIBAN BOKPYF Tena AMKAPCKUMA TaHel,, FYy/AKO TOMNOYa HOraMuM M OTYasiHHO
KpuBNsAficb. CueHy cnabo o03aps/ CBeT AAJIEKOro YJIMYHOrO (oHaps BMNepeMexKy C
TYCK/JbIMM OTO/IeCKaMM M3 OKOH pecTopaHuyMKa. 3JIOBeWwuh KOHTPACT MexXAy HeABWXHbIM
TesnoM U beckoHe4yHoW OyWHOW MJISACKOW, MexAy 3arajo4HbiM CMOKOWCTBUEM 3puUTesNen U
TPEBOXHOW WUIPOM CBeTa M TeHu Ob1 Tak CWeH, YTO Ha KakoW-TO MU Mepco
noYyyaunocb, 6yATO BeCb MUP BOKPYI rOTOB OBpPywWUTbCSA B NpUCTyne 6e3ymusi. OH WArHy”n
ewe 6auxe. JIMLO NOKOMHMKA ObIIO 3a/IMTO KPOBbK, OHA TeK/Aa W3 paHbl HA JIeBOM BUCKE,
npuxaToM K achanbTy. B 3TOM [/IyXOM NPaXCKOM 3aKoy/iKe, Ha 3a/IMTOA XUAKUM CBETOM
OCK/NM3N10M MOCTOBOM, Kyja AOHOCMICA CbipOM WenecT Npoe3xaBWMX Henojaneky aBTobycoB
M OTYET/IMBbIN, PE3KUA CKpexeT AasibHUX TpaMBaeB, CaMa CMepTb Ka3alaCb KaKoOW-TO
JABYCMbIC/IEHHOW M CllallaBou, U He ee Jin BKPaAYMBLIA 30B, He ee Jin BJIAXHOe JAbiXxaHue
no4yyBCTBOBAJl Mepco, Korga OH, He obopauymBasicb, ObICTPO 3awarasa npo4vb? U TOJNIbKO
TYT B HO34Apu emy wmbaHyn 3abbiThii 3amax paccona.

OH Bowesn B norpebok, ycencs 3a cTon. Cocen 6bn yxe Tam, Ho 6e3 cnuuku B 3ybax.
Mepco noka3anoCb, UYTO B3IMJ/ISJ Y HEro KakorW-TO pacTepsHHbiM. HO OH nocnewun
OTOrHaTb OT cebsa HeoxMAaHHOe M FAynoe nojo3peHuMe. Bce KPykMnoCb B ero rosnose. OH
He CTaNl HMYyero 3aKasbiBaTb, BCKOYW/I, MOMYANICA B FOCTUHULY W PYXHYN Ha KpoBaTh.
UTO-TO OCTpOEe KOJIONI0 U Xr0 BUCOK. KPOBb OTXJbiHY/JAa OT CepAaua, K ropay noactynuna
TOWHOTA, C/NIOBHO BCe ero Teso B3OyHTOBANOCh NMPOTMB Hero. [lepep rna3amu 3aMmesibKanu
obpasbl Npownoro. Kak eMy He XBaTa/lo CernvyaC HEeXHbIX XEHCKMX PpYK, Xapkux ryb! Ero
NINX0PaanNio, U3 TNYOUHb MyYUTENbHbIX MPAXCKUX HOYel, MPONMTaHHLIX 3amaxoM paccona,
NMPOHU3AHHBLIX He3aMbIC/IOBATLIMU MeNOAUAMU, MPOCTYNaso TPEBOXHOE JINLO CTaporo
bapoyHoro mupa. Ene nepeBoas ApixaHue, rNaas B NyCTOTY HUYEro He BUAALMUMU
rnasammM, OH CeJl Ha KpoBaTb; ABWXEHUS ero 6biM YeTKMMU, CJIOBHO Yy aBTomaTa. SuuK
HOYHOIrO CTONMKa 6bin BbIABUHYT, TaMm Jjiexasa Kakas-TO aHrMnckaa raserta. OH npoyen
OT KOPKM [0 KOPKM Lenyi cTaTbid MU CHOBa bpocunca Ha nocTenb. ON0OBa nexallero Ha
MOCTOBOM MepTBela OTKWUHYNaCb B APYrylw CTOPOHY, OTKpPLIB pPaHy, B KOTOPYH MOXHO 6bino
CYHYTb Nasnblpl. OH NOCMOTPES Ha PYKM — WU B HEM 3alueBe/nINCb Kakume-To pebadveckue
XenaHusa. B rpyau 3akunan HenoHATHbIA xap, Habyxanu cnesbl, emMy TaK XOTeNoCb CHOBa
04YYTUTbCA B rOpoAax, MOJHbIX COMHUA M XEHWMH, BAOXHYTb MPOXnaly 3e/leHblX Beyepos,
3a/eyMBanlMX BCe paHbl. CNe3bl XJIbIHYJIM PeKoW, CJIOBHO rae-To B rnybuHe ero cyuecTBa
npopBanacb NAOTUHA OAMHOYecTBa U 6e3MONBUA, HAl KOTOPOW pesna Tenepb nevyasibHas
mMenoama ocBoboxaeHus .

II

Cuan B noesje, yBO3slleM ero Ha ceBep, Mepco pasrnagpiBan CBOM PyKW. Moesn myancs
noj rpo3oBbIM HeboMm, yBrekas 3a Cobol KNybbl HU3KUX U TAXeNbIX 06JakoB. Mepco 6bii
OAMH B AYWHOM BaroHe. OH pewuncs Ha OTbe3J] BHE3anHO, HOYbi, M BOT Tenepsb,
OCTABWMCb HaeAMHe C HaCTynawiMM NacMypHbIM YTPOM, BNUTbIBa/ B Cebs BCH MAMKYH
npenecTb Yewckoro nemsaxa; OT NpeAvYYBCTBUSA AOXAS, FOTOBOIrO MPONUTLCHA Hap
BbICOKUMWU WENIKOBUCTBIMA TOMOJISIMA U AaJIbHUMW 3aBOACKUMKU Tpybammn, Ha rnasa
HaBepThIBAIMCb CNie3bl. Mepco B3rNsHYNn Ha bGenyw 3maneByw Tabnuyky C HaANUCbI Ha
Tpex a3blkax: «Nicht hinausTlehnen. E pericoloso sporgersi[3 - HaanMcum Ha HeMeLKOM
N UTANbAHCKOM A3blKax.]. He BbICOBbIBATbLCA». [OTOM CHOBA MNepeBesn B3rfAA Ha PYKM,
MOXOXMe Ha [ABYX KPOBOXAaAHbIX 3Bepen. JleBas 6bia ANMHHOM U rubkowm, npaBas —
XWIUCTOW U MYCKY/IUCTOM. OH CO3HaBasl, YTO 3TO BCEro-HaBCero ero pyku, U B TO Xe
BpeMs OHW Ka3a/IMCb €My CaMOCTOSiITe/IbHbIMA CylecTBaMu, CNOCODOHbIMA AENCTBOBATb
NOMMMO €ro BOAU. BOT OAHA M3 HUX Npuxanacb Ko Nby, CJOBHO OTIOHAA KJOKOTAaBWYW B
BUCKAX NINXOPAAKY. [lpyras CKO/Mb3HyNna BAOJMb MUAXAKA, Hawapwuina B KapMaHe cuUrapeTty wu
TYT Xe oTbpocmna ee, Kak TO/IbKO OH MOYYBCTBOBaJ MPUCTYN TOWHOTbI. MOTOM OHU
beccunbHO, NajoOHAMM BBEpX, YNajM Ha KOMEHU, U MepCco MPUHANCA BrAsAplBaTbCs B 3TU
BOrHyTble 3epkana, rae oTpasunacb BCA €ro Xu3Hb, WCMNOJSIHEHHAs Tenepb be3pasnuuusa wu
roToBas OTAATbCS BCAKOMY, KTO 3axo4yeT ee B3ATb.

OH npoBen B noe3je ABOe CYTOK. HO Ha cel pa3 ero rHan Bhepej OTHWAb He crienown
WHCTUHKT b6erctBa. OH Obl1 3aBOpoOXeH camuMm oAaHoobpasvem ABUXKEHUS. BaroH, B KOTOPOM
OH nepecek A0b6pyl MONOBUHY EBPONbl, KakK Obl yaepxuBasn ero Ha rpaHu ABYX MUpPOB.
Byepa OH Cen B Hero, 3aBTpPa €ro MOKUMHET. A Noka 3TOT BaroH YHOCWUN ero npo4yb M3
TOM XU3HU, O KOTOPOW OH He XOTesl COXPAHUTb jJaxe BOCMOMUHAHUU, CTPEeMsACb HaBCTpeuy
HOBOMY MWPY, YbeW eAMHCTBEHHOM BnajpluMuen byaeT cTpacTb. Bo Bpems noesiku Mepco
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BOBCE He CKy4yasn. 3abuBwmcCb B Yroa Kyne, rae ero novyTu HUKTO He 6Hecnokown, OH
CMOTpes TO Ha PYKU, TO HA Nen3ax 3a OKHOM W pa3mbiwasn. OH pewwn AobpaTbCA A0
Bpecnay MU Tam HamTu B cebe cunbl 3arfisHyTb HAa TaMOXHW U OBMeHATb buneT. Emy
XOTEeNoCb ele XOTb HEeMHOro MnobbiTb JIMLOM K AnLy CO CBOOOAOM. OH Tak ycTan, 4To ene
JlepXasics Ha Horax. W TONbKO HalymnbiBan B cebe KPYMUWHKWM CWU U Halexh, Tak U 3Tak
nepebupan u Bopowun UX, CTapasCb NepermHavYnTb camoro cebsi, a 3a0AHO U CBOKW
AanbHenwyw cyabby. EMy nonwbunmcb HeCKOHYaeMble HOYM, Korja CoCTaB,
pacnnacTaBWMCb HAa CKONMb3KWUX penbcax, BUXPEM MPOHOCWUICA MWUMO MOJIYCTAHKOB, rae
CBETWINCb TOJNIbKO uudepbaaTbl 4acoB, a NMOTOM Pe3KO TOPMO3WI HA MOAbE3AE K POCCHINU
orHen 60nbWOro BOK3ana, BHE3ANMHO 3a/IMBalWeEro BHYTPEHHOCTb Kyne weapbiM 30/10TOM,
CcCBeTOM U TemaoM. CTy4yasum MO KojecaMm MOJSIOTOYKM O0BXOAYMKOB, MApoBO3 (bipKas,
BbINyCKas KNybbl mapa, a 3aTeM MeXaHU4YeCKUn xecT AucneT4vyepa, ONYCTUBLIErO KPACHbIN
IWCK, CHOBa yBJieKa/l Mepco B cymacweauui ber noe3aa, rie BMeCTe C HUM
6o0apCcTBOBANM TONBKO ero H6eccoHHMUA M TpeBora. M CHOBa Kyne npeBpawanocb B
KpOCCBOpJA CBeTa U TEHW, B CKpelleHbe YepHOTb M 30s0Ta. [Jpe3aeH, bayTueH, Mépnauu,
JIMrHUL. W ponras Hovb BNepeam, CKOJMIbKO YIOAHO BpPeMeHW AN Toro, 4Tobbl HAMETUTb
KOHTYpbl byayuen Xu3Hu, AN TeprnesMBOA CXBAaTKW C MbIC/IblO, KOTOpas BHe3anHo
BblleTaeT M3 roJIOBbl HA MOBOPOTE K O4YepefHOMY BOK3any, APa3HUT, MeyeTcs, NeTuT
nepej COCTAaBOM MO b6necTsAwWMM OT AOXAS U CBeTa pefbCaM. Mepco MCKaa CAOBO WM
uenyw ¢pasy, B KOTOPbIX BOMAOTUAACL Obl HAAeXAd €ro WU3My4YeHHOro TPEeBOron cepaua.
OH Tak bbin cnab, 4YTo MCKan onopy B YeTKUX (OPMYy/IMPOBKaxX. BCS HOYb U BeCb [AEHb
npownu B ynopHou Gopbbe C 3TuM CNOBOM, C 3TUM 0bpa3oM, OT KOTOPOro AOJIKEH Tenepb
3aBUCETb €ro B3rNff Ha XWU3Hb, PAAOCTHbIM WIW 3JIOBEWWUM BUAEHWEM, B KOTOPOM
npeacTaBano nepep Hum byayuee. OH 3akpbll rnasa. Ans TOro, 4ToObl XUTb, HYXHO
BpeMmsi. Kak BCSIKOe Npou3BeleHue UCKYCCTBa, XU3Hb TpebyeT obaymbiBaHUs. WU noka
Mepco pasMmbllunsan O XM3HM, €ero NoMpayeHHass COBECTb M BOAA K CYACTbi0 MeTaaucCb MO
TECHOMY Kyne, KOTOpoe B 3TOT MWUI Ka3a/ioCb €My TPEMHOW KaMmepow, rie 4YesioBek
no3HaeT CBOW CYTb, CWUNACb BO3BLICUTLCHA Haj camvm cobow.

HayTpo BTOpPOro AHA Mnoesj 3aMeTHO CbaBUA CKOPOCTb, XOTA BOKPYr TAHYNCb OAHU
TONbLKO roJsible nons. Jo Epecsiay OCTaBa/ioChb elle HEeCKOJIbKO 4YacCOoB e3[pl; 3aps
3aHMManacb Haj 6eckpaHel CUNe3CKOW paBHWHOW, rAe He BUAHO ObINO HU KyCTUKA, HU
JepeBUa, TONbKO NIUNKAA rpsA3b Noj MacMypHbIM, pa3byxumMm oT AoxAAa Hebom. HaCKONbKO
XBaTano rnas, MNOBCWAY HOCWIMCH CTaW KPYMHbIX YepHbIX MNTUL, C FAAHLEBUTbIMKU OT BAaru
KPbIIbAMU, OHU MEAJIEHHO U TAXEeNO KPYXWUIM Haj, camMou 3emnen, CJOBHO Hebo, rpy3Hoe,
Kak rpoboeas naMTa, He AaBasio UM MOAHATHLCA Bbile. OPOM OAHA M3 HUX OTpbIBaNach OT
cTau, 4Yupkana KpbinbaMu Mo 3emsie, NOYTU CAuBasacb C HEWw U NOTOM MeAJ/IeHHO U CJIOBHO
6bl HexoTA yJananacb, NpeBpallascCb B YepHyl TOYKY Ha bneaHoM paccBeTHOM Hebe.
Mepco npoTep NajoHb0 3anoTeBliee BarOHHOE OKHO U CTasJl XaJHO BCMATpuBaTbCHA B
ONIMHHbIE KOCble MporasjuHbl, OCTaBJIeHHble ero najabuamuM. Mex cKopbHou 3emnen u
becuBeTHbIM HeboM BbicuICA 0bpa3 CKYAHOro Mupa, rAe emy HaKOHel-TO 6b/io CykAeHo
obpecTn camoro cebsa. 34ecb, Ha 3TOM paBHMHE, MOrPYXKEHHOMW B MNPOCTOAYIIHOE
oTyasiHMe, 4YyBCTBYS cebd CTpaHHUKOM, 3aTepsHHbIM Cpeau NepBOOLITHOrO Mupa, OH
Mano-noMany BOCKpewan B cebe 6binyi NPMBA3aHHOCTb K XM3HM M, CTUCHYB Kynaku,
NPUXaBWNCb JIMLOM K CTeKJy, NbiTascad HamMeTUTb NyTb K camoMmMy cebe, a 3ao04HO
YBEpPUTbCA B CBOMX CKpbITHIX CuMnax. EMy XOTenoCb pacniacTtaThbCs No 3TOW 3emne,
BbIBANATLCA B IrpsA3u, a MNOTOM BCTaTb BO BeCb POCT nocpean beckpalHen paBHUHBI,
BO3/leB 3aNiANaHHble rpsA3bl PYKU K rybyatomy, TOMUMOMY MCNapuHoW Heby, — BCTaTb
XUBbIM CUMBOJIOM 6e3HAAEeXHOCTU U BeJIMKONENUSA XU3HU, YTBepxiaas CBOW CBA3b C MUPOM,
Kak 6bl oTBpaTuTeneH U HebnaroaapeH TOT HU BbUl. YyAOBUUHOE HAaNPSAXeHWe MOoC/AeAHUX
JHeN HaKoHel,-TO cnano. MPUHUKHYB rybamMuM K XONOAHOMY CTeKny, Mepco 3apbigan. OKHO
CHOBA 3aTyMaHW/NOCb, PaBHWHA CKpbiAacb U3 rnas.

HeCKONbKUMU YacamMu Mo3xe OH npubbin B Bpecnay. M3paneka ropoj BbirifAfen ChJiowHbIM
necom (abpuuHbix Tpyb M CObBOpHbLIX WNWIen, a BOAM3M OKa3asiCA CJIOKEHHbIM U3 KuUpnvya U
3aKOMNYEHHbIX KaMHeW; MO HeMy CJ/IOHANUCH JIOAM B KAaCKeTKaX C KOPOTKMMU KO3bIpbKaMW.
OH rnowesn BCnej 3a HMMM, NpoBen yTpo B paboyem kade. Monoaon napeHb Mrpan Tam Ha
rapMoHuKe; A06poaylHble U TAXEeN0BECHO-T/yNoBaTble MeNoAMn He3aMeTHO YMUPOTBOPSA/IM
Ayuwy. Mepco pewun OTNPaBUTbCA Ha r, a nepea 3TUM KynuTb cebe pacuyecky. Ha
APYrol AeHb OH yxe b6bin1 B BeHe. 3aBajuicA crnaTb elue 3acBeT/I0O M Npocnasn BCH HOYb.
HayTpo OH MO4YYBCTBOBAa/, YTO €ro He JIMXOPAAUT. XaAHO MPOrjoTUB HA 3aBTpakK
HECKO/IbKO fiML, BKPYTYI0 U 3anuMB UX CBEXMMU CIMBKAMW, OH, OlWyWas Jerkyw TOWHOTY,
Bbllle/1 HA MPOHU3AHHYW YTPEHHUM COJIHLEM W OMbITYW AOXAEM YAuULy. BeHa okasanach
06MaH4YMBbLIM FOPOAOM, CMOTpPeTb B Hel b6bl1o Heyero. Cobop CBATOro CTedaHa, 4vepecyyp
OFpPOMHbI, HaBes/l Ha Mepco CKYKYy. OH npeanoyen emy Kade HanpoTue, a bauxe K
BeYyepy OTNpaBuiCA B Hebo/bWwOW AAHCUHI Ha bepery KaHana. [HEM OH MporynuMBancs no
PbIHOYHOW MJiOWaAM, CPeAM POCKOWHbIX BUTPUH M 3JIEraHTHbIX XEHWWH. U Kakoe-TOo BpeMms
YyBCTBOBaN cebsi NPoOCTO BE/IMKOJIENHO CPeAU SerKOMbICIEHHOW U WMKAPHOW OBCTAHOBKMU,
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KoTopas He JAaeT 4yeNoBeKy nobbiTb HaeAuHe C camum coboil B 3TOM CaMOM
HeeCTeCTBEHHOM N3 BCeX ropofioB MUpa. HO YTO U FOBOPWUTb, XEHUMWHb TaMm MPeKpPaCHbI,
LUBeTbl B Napkax nMblllHbl U APKWM, a BeYepoM Ha PbIHOYHOW nowaau, B bnecTtAwen u
be3ymHOM ToNNe, Mepco BAOBOJIb HACMOTPESICSA Ha CNecuBbIN pa3ber KaMeHHbIX KOHEeW,
PBYIMXCSA C BepWWUH MOHYMEHTOB B barpoeoe Hebo. Toraa-To OH U BCMNOMHWI O CBOUX
npuaTenbHULAxX Po3e n Knep. W B nepBbil pa3 CO BpeMeHW oTbe3ja peuwnn 3acecTb 3a
NMUCbMO, W3NUTh Ha Bymary BCe HaKOMWUBILEECH B HEM MoJjlyaHue:

JeTKkun mou,

A NUwy BaMm M3 BeHbl. O BAaC HWYEro He 3Haw. 4 pa3be3xaw no EBpone, MONyTHO
3apabaTbiBas cebe Ha XM3Hb. YCNnen MNOBMAATb MHOMO KPAacoOT, HO C TAXe/biM cepaueMm. A
3JeCb KpacoTa ycTynuna MecTo UMBUAM3AUMM. ITO TaK YAODOHO. A He XOXy MO LEepKBaMm,
He oCcMaTpuBal APEBHOCTU, a MPOCTO CJ/IOHACH MO PbLIHOYHOW NaoWaau. M Korga Haj
TeaTpamy M MbllHLIMMA ABOPULAMM CMYCKAaeTCA Be4yep, C/Ienon NOopbiB KaMeHHbIX KOHe:l Ha
(oHe barpoBoro 3akaTa BCeJiSeT B MOe Cepile CTPaHHYyW CMeCb ropedMm U cyacTbfA. Mo
yTpam S 3aBTpakaw AluamM BKPYTYW, 3anuBas MX CBEXWMM CAMBKaMM. BCTaw NO3AHO, B
FOCTUHULLE KO MHE OTHOCATCHA KpauHe npeaynpeauTenbHo, MNpucayra 34ecb OT/IMYHO
BbILKOMIEHA, KyXHA Bblue Bcex noxBan (0cobeHHO cCBexue C/AMBKU). TyT eCTb Ha 4TO
NoOCMOTPETb, OCOBEHHO XOPOWW XEHIMHb. He XBaTaeT TOMbKO HACTOAUWEro COMHUA.

A Bbl YTO nogensiBaeTe? Hanuunte o cebe M o cosHue 6eaHoMy 6eCnpUIOTHOMY CTPaHHUKY,
BalleMy BepHOMY ApYry

naTpucy Mepco.

3aKOHYMB MUCbMO, OH OTMPABUACA B AAHCUHI, FAe TYT Xe 3aBfi3asl 3HAKOMCTBO C OJHOWM
M3 npodhecCUoHasbHbIX TAHLOBUMLL; €e 3Bajin JJIeH, OHA HEeMHOro rosopwuaa no-hpaHLy3CKu
n pasbupana ero AypHOW HemeuKWWA. B ABa Yaca HOYM OHU MOKMHYAIU 3TO 3aBejeHue, OH
NPoOBOAUN DNieH K HeW [AOMOWM, cambiM bBrnaronpucTovHenwumm obpa3om ybnaxun ee nwoboBbio,
a YTpOM ObBHapyXua, 4YTO NEXUT rOo/billoM B YyXOM MOCTenn, PAfOM C XEHWWMHOW, YbM
CTPOWHbIE HOTW W TMblliHbIe MJeYn He BO3OYAMAM B HEM HMYEro, Kpome MAaTOHMYECKOro U
[ObpOAYWHOrO BOCXMUWEHUA. He xenas TPEeBOXUTb COH KpacaBuubl, OH cobpancs yxoauTb,
a nepea TeM CYHyn B ee TydesbKy KPYMHYKW KYMNipy. 3/1eH OK/JMKHY/Na ero, Koraa OH 6bin
yXxe B ABepAX:

— Jla Beab Tbl ownbCca, MUbIN!

Mepco nojaouwesi K nocrtesn. OH U B CaMOM jene pan maxy. [1oxo pa36MpaﬂCb B
dABCTPUNCKOMN BaJsioTe, OH OCTaBun eun bunet B NATbCOT WMNInMHroB, TOrAa Kak BMOJIHe
XBaTWIO 6bl U COTHMU.

— HeT, HeT, — cKa3an OH, ynbbasacb, — BCe MpaBWibHO. Thl Bena ceba npocTo
noTpsacaiwule .

BecHyw4aToe JIMYUKO DJeH, MONYCKPbITOE CMYTaHHbIMA PYCbiMA MPAAAMUA, 03aPUIIOCh
ynblbKOM. OHa BCKOYMA U pacuesioBana ero B obe ueku. ITOT nouenym, eAUHCTBEHHbLIA,
KOTOpbIM OHA Harpajawuia ero oT YMCTOro cepjiua, Bbi3Ban B Aylle Mepco bypw sMouui. OH
YNIOXUA AEBYWKY B MOCTeNb, MPUKPbII oaesnom U, NoMeanvB y ABepen, ele pas
yNbIOHYNCA :

— Hy, a Tenepb npowan.

OHa CTpenbHy/na B Hero rja3kamu u3-noj HaTHHyTOﬁ AO CaMOrro HoCukKa MNpoCTbilHMW, HO He
Hala 4YTO OTBETUTb.

Yepe3 HeCKOJ/1IbKO AHewn Mepco nonyyui OTBeT U3 Anxupa:

Jlloporon MNaTtpuc,

BalM AeTKU obpeTawTcs cenyac B ropoge Anxupe. W 6o 6bl c4acT/AMBLI BAaC MOBUAATD.
BeCnpUITHOMY CTPaHHUKY BCerpa HamaeTcs MecTeyko B Hawem JloMe. Ham TyT XOpouo.
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KanenbKy CTbIIHO, YTO U FOBOPWUTb, HO BelAb 3TO YUCTble YCJIOBHOCTU. Wnn, BepHee,
npeapaccyaku. ECAU Bbl XOTUTE MOMbITATb CYACTbSA, OTYEro Xe He nonpoboBaTb HaNUTU
ero y Hac? Bce nyudue, 4yeMm b6biITb OTCTABHbIM YHTep-oduuepoM. MOACTABAAEM FOJIOBKU MNOA
BallM OTEYECKMEe MOUEenyu.

Po3a, Knep, KaTpwH.

P.S. KaTpuH npoTecTyeT MNpPOTUB CJioBAa «OTeyeCcKue». OHa XMBET C Hamum. U CTaHeT,
ecnn 3axoTuTe, Ballen TpeTben AEeTKOWU.

OH pewwn BepHYTbCA B ANXUP 4Yepe3 leHyw. OB6bIMHO NAsSM HeobxoamMmo 3abuTbcCs
Kyda-Hnbyab nojanblie O0TO BCex MNepej TeM, KaK NPUHATb BaxHOe pelleHne U KpyTo
nepenoMUTb CBOKW XW3Hb; a BOT Mepco, OTpPaB/E€HHbIM OAMHOYECTBOM W HEMPUKASAHHOCTLI,
b6onblie BCEro Hyxaancs B Apyxbe, LOBepuMM U CepieyHOoW TennoTe, 4Tobbl pasbirpaTb
HOBYW CTABKY B CBOEW XW3HEHHOW urpe.

Cuan B noesje, YHOCsAWEM ero B [eHyl, OH BCAYWMBANCA B TbiCAYM TalHbIX FONOCOB,
KOTopble pacrneBasiv emMy O rpsiylleM cyacTbe. Mpu BUAE MEpPBOro CTPOMHOIrO Kumapuca Ha
YMCTOM NONYAEHHOM 3emMne OH He Bblgepxan W pacnnakanca. fanu cebs 3HATb HeAaBHAA
CcnabocTb U AMXopaaka. HO YTO-TO B HEM CMArYMIOCb U pacnpaBuiocb. U no mepe TOro
Kak cosiHue Habupano BbLICOTY, MOpe CTaHOBWIOCb BCe Onumxe, a C Oe340HHbIX, CUSIWUX,
OXBaUeHHbIX APOXbi0 HebeC BCe HEMCTOBEM CTPYWIMCb Ha Tpenelylme OJSIMBbl MOTOKMU
30/10TOr0 CBeTa, BOCTOPr, MepenosiHABWWAA 3TOT MWUpP, BCe TeCHee C/AMBANICA C
JIMKOBaHMEM B cepaue Mepco. MepecTyKk Kosec, Aypaukas 60/TOBHSA B MepenosIHEHHOM
Kyrne, CMexX U MecHW BOKpPYr — BCe 3TO C/AMBAJIOCh B PaAOCTHYI BHYTPEHHION Menoauio,
balkaBWyl ero, NoOkKa OH MYalCcs Bhepej, AaxXe He Ha lr, a Kyda rnasa rasaaT, 4YTobbl
B KOHLLe KOHLOB OYHYTbCS CpPeAu OrNyWwMTeNbHOW reHY33CKOW pa3HOrosioCuubl, B Mbluylem
3[l0poBbeM ropoje Ha bepery 3anmBa, rie LeNbIMA AHAMU WIO HECKOHYAeMoe CpaxeHue
NMOXOTU U NEeHW. Mepco Myuymna xaxpa, emy XOoTenocCb JiwbBWU, HacnaxieHun, obbATUN.
OJEepPXMUMbIA MansawmMmmM 6oxecTBamuM, OH MpexAe BCEro HbIpHY/l B MOpe U, BAOXHYB MOJIHOW
rPyAbl0 CMeWaHHbI apoMaT CMOJibl U CONM, AO MOTepu CWUA NJiaBasl B MaJieHbKoOW OyXTouke
Henoganeky oT mnopTa. MOTOM MYCTWICSA Hayraj no Y3KWUM YJioYKaMm CTaporo KBapTana,
HacnaxaasCb NecTPOTOM KPacCoOK, HexacCb MOJA YBECUCTbIM HXHbIM COJIHLEM, OTAbIXas PALOM
C KOWKAaMU Cpeau nomoeKk. MOAHABWMCbL HA Fopy, BO3BblLAWUYCA HAA FeHyel, OH yBuaen
npaMo nepes cobon HeObBLATHLIM NPOCTOP 3a/MBA, MNPOHU3AHHLIA CBEXECTb U CBETOM.
CMeXMB BEKM, OH KpEemnko OBHAN ropsyuMM KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM TOJbKO 4YTO Cuaen, U
CHOBA pacnaxHy/n rnasa Ha 3TOT KPUK/AUBBLIN FOPOA, KUMNEBWWN W30bITKOM B3OASIMOWHON,
rpyboBaTon xmM3HM. CO BpemMeHeM eMmy nonawbunocb cuaeTb B MNONYAEHHbIM 4aC Ha
CTyneHbKax NecCTHUUbl, Beaylwen B NopT, NPOBOXAaTb B3rNsAOM AEBYIWEK, PACXOAUBWMXCS
no KoHTopam. C OblwMMcCa cepiLeM OH CMOTpesn Ha Mx obyTble B CaHAanvMuM HOTMW, Ha
rpyavM, cBoboaHO moaparvBawwme noj JIerkMMyM UBeTacTbiMU MAaTbsAMU, U BO PTY Y Hero
nepecsixano OT CTPacTU, YTOJMB KOTOPYKW OH obpen 6bl 3ao0aHO co cBobojon u
camoornpaBAaHue. BeyepoM OH BCTpeyYas Tex Xe AEeBYWEK Ha YAuuax W wen cieaom,
nobysacb MX beapamm, MexX KOTOpPbIX, CBEPHYBWWCb K/IyOKOM, HE3pMMO YCTPOW/ICS
Cropawwmnin OT XefaHUs HEeXHbIn U APOCTHbIM 3Bepb. Llenbix ABA AHA €ro CHeAasno 3TO
HeyenoBeyeckoe BO3byxAeHWe. Ha TpeTUA AeHb OH He BblAepxas U OTMbUT B AJIXUP.

Bo BpeMmsi MlaBaHbsl OH C yTpa A0 Beyepa OCTABA/ICA HABepXy, NHOYyACb UrpPon BOJH U
cBeTa, nNpuy4yas cepaue 6utbca B nah C MeASleHHOM nyfnbcauven Heba u Tak,
Masio-nomMany, npuxoAs B cebs. HO OH CO3HaBa/, YTO 3TO Bbi3JOPOBJ/IEHME OOMaHYMBO.
PacTAHYBWWACL Ha nanybe, oH Ayman o TOM, 4YTO celvyacC caMmMoe r/laBHoe — He noAjaThCH
COHHOM oaypu, a 6oapcTBOBATb, ObITb HAauyeKy, He AOBepPATb OOMAHYMBOMY MOKOW, K
KOTOpOMY TAHYTCS ero aywa M Teno. OH JO/KEH co3j4aTh CBOE cyacThe U HaWTU emy
onpaejaHue. Tenepb 3Ta 3ajaya, pa3yMeeTCs, He Ka3ajlaCb TaKOM YX TSAXENO0u.
CTpaHHOe CNOKOWCTBMe, OBNajeBasliee AaTPMCOM K Beyepy, KOrja MOPCKOM BO3AyX
BHe3anHO CBexeN W nepBas 3Be34a NMOTUXOHbKY MpPOK/AeBbiBaslaCb B Hebecax, rae
3e/leHoBaTble OTCBETHlI, AOropas, HauyMHaANM OTAMBATb XeNTU3HOWM — 3TO CNOKOWCTBUE
nocne BeNNKOro CMSATEHUs U 6ypu roBopuiio O TOM, YTO BCe TEeMHOe WU 3J/l0e, TauBlieecs
B ero fAylle, nocTeneHHo ocefaeT Ha [AHO, W OHAa CTAHOBUTCA MPO3PavyHOM U SACHOW,
WCMNOSIHEHHON TOJIbKO A06pa U peuwuMocTu. OH ACHO BuUAeN MHOroe. OH AO/Nr0 Hajaesancs Ha
XEHCKY0 /0boBb, HO OKa3asoCb, YTO 3TO — He ero yaen. Ero xu3Hb, Co ciyxbon B
KOHTOpE, COHHbIM Mpo3sabaHMeM B 3anyljeHHOW KOMHaTe, C Kabaykamu M nwboBHMLAMMU,
6bina NOCBAIlEHA NMIlb OJHOMY — MOMCKaM C4YaCTbsA, KOTOpoe OH, NoaobHO BceMm
OCTa/IbHbIM, CUYMTaN, B CYWHOCTU, HeAOCTUXMMbIM. [enan Bua, byaTo eMy xouyeTcs
CYacTbA, HO HUKOrAa He CTPEeMU/ICA K HeMy OCO3HAHHO W LiefieHanpasB/ieHHo. HuKoraa,
BMJIOTb [0 TOrO CaMmMoro JAHS..
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A HauyMHas C TOro POKOBOIrO MWUra, Korga OH XJIAAHOKPOBHO PaCCYMTAHHbLIM MOCTYMKOM
nepeBepHys BC CBOW XM3Hb, CYACTbe CTa/N0 Ka3aTbCA BO3MOXHbIM. MOXHO CKa3aTb, 4YTO
OH CaM B MyKax MopoAun CBOE HOBOE «f». M He LEeHOW /M 0CO3HAaHMA TOW YHU3UTEbHON
KOMeAUW, KOTOpYWw Urpan A0 CUMX Nnop? Tenepb OH MOHUMAs, HAMNpwWMep, 4YTO MPUBA3bLIBANIO
ero K MapTte: He wboBb, a TO/bKO 4yecToswbue. [axe 4yao MPOTAHYTbIX K Hemy ryb
6b10 BCero nuib yAMBNEHUEM nepej OCO3HABIWENW ceba M NpobyauBWENCA K AENCTBUIO
cunon. BcA ucTopusa ero nwbeu ceBoawnacb, B obueMm, K TOMy, 4TO 3TO MepBOHA4yasibHOe
N3yMJIEHUE CMEHMIOCb YBEPEHHOCTbHID, A HEMNpUTA3aTeNbHOCTb — TllecraBueM. OH, B
CyluHoCTUu, wbun BOBCe He MapTy, a Te Beyepa, KOrAd OHU WM B KUHO, FAe HA Hee
TOTYAC YCTPeMAs/SIuCb B30Opbl Ny6AUKW: To ObT MUI, KOrja OH Kak bbl XBacTaicsa ew
nepes BceM MMpoM. To bbuia He nwboBb, a camonwboBaHWe, ynoeHue CBOen Cuom,
yAOBJIETBOpPEHNE TwecnaBusa. [axe ero CTpacTb, BAACTHOE BJIeYEHME K ee MIoTU
KOPEHW/IUCb, MOXET ObiTb, B TOM Xe MepBOHa4Ya/ibHOM YyBCTBE WU3YMJIEHWS: MOAyMaTb
TONbKO, OH 0bnasaeT TAaKUM HENOBTOPMMO MNPEKPACHbIM XEHCKUM TEJIOM, MOXET BbiTBOPATH
C HUM 4YTO yroaHo! A Tenepb OH CO3HABajs, YTO CO3AAH He AjnA TaKou nwbBu, a ans
HEBMHHOM W XYTKOW CTpacTU 4YepHOro 6OXeCTBA, KOTOPOMY OTHbIHE CIYXMT.

Kak 3TO HepepKko cClyyaeTcs, BCe TO Jiyywee, 4TO ObUIO B e€ro Xu3Hu,
KPUCTaN/IM30Ba/IoCh BOKPYI CaMmbiX XYAWWX €e MPOSBJIEHUA. K/iep CO CBOMMWU MOAPYXKaMu,
3arpen co cCBOen BOMEN K CYaCThbio, M pPALOM C HMMM — MapTa. A Tenepb HacTan ero
yeped Hanpsyb BOJMO M CAeNaTb WAF K COBCTBEHHOMY CYaCTbi. HO A/ 3TOF0 HYXHO 6bino
BpeMmsi, a KOMy He WM3BeCTHO, 4TO obnajaHue BpemMeHeM — 3TO CTOJib Xe 3amMaH4yMBas,
CKOJIb U onacHasd BAacTb. MPa3AHOCTb BPEAUT TOJbKO 3aypsAAHbIM JIMYHOCTSAM.
BONbWAHCTBO Nofen He Mornu 6bl AokasaTb, YTO He SABNSNTCSA TAKOBbIMM. OH Xe 3aBoeBas
cebe Takoe npaBo. [eno 3a AOKA3aTeNbCTBAMM. W3MEHWNOCb B HEM JiMlib OAHO. OH
YyyBCTBOBaN cebsa CBOBGOAHbLIM M OT COBCTBEHHOrO MPOWIOr0 M OT TOr0o, 4YTO 6bNO MM
yTpayeHO. M OH MpMHMMaN 3TO CaMOyTelleHMe, 3TO CkaTue AYWEeBHOro MPOCTpPaHCTBa, 3TO
Nbl1KOe, HO Tpe3Boe U TepnennuBoe OTHOWEHWE K MUpY.

EMy XOTenocCb, 4TObbl XM3Hb ynoaobunacb KyCKy Tennoro xjaeba, KOTOPbIM MOXHO Kak
YrOAHO KOMKaTb M MSITb. 3TO W CAYYMIOCb B Te [AOJ/IFME HOYM Ha noe3je, KOraa oOH,
nocne 6eCKOHeYHbIX MPeHUn C camum Cobon, HACTPOUNICA XUTb 3aHOBO. 0ObOCACHIBATbL CBOH
XU3Hb KaK JsiejeHel,, npuiaBaTb €A HOBYW (opMy, OoTTauyMBaTb €e U, HaKoHel, NwbuTb. K
3TOMY W CBOAMIACb BCA €ro CTpacTb. CBOW MPUHAANEXHOCTb JIMWb CaMOMy cebe OH
JOJIXeH bbl1 oTCTaMBaTb Mepej BCEM MWPOM, OTCTaMBaTb Aaxe LEHOW OAMHOYEeCTBa,
KOTOpoe Tenepb AaBasioCb eMy TaK Heslerko. Ho OH He cobupancs oTcTynaTb. Ero
ongpoﬁ 6blla PewnMoCcTb, A HArpajaon — HEUCTOBLIM MOPbIB K XU3HWM — XAyuasd rAe-To
noboBb .

Mope NieHMBO Tepnocb O bopTa kopabna. Hebo 6bino0 meperpyxeHo 3Be3aamu. U Mepco,
MonYa MornsAAbIBaBWMKA tOo Ha Mope, TO HAa Hebo, YyBCTBOBA/J, YTO Yy HEro XBaTUT CuUA
MobUTb 3Ty XU3Hb, Yel JIMK TO OKpalleH cje3amM, TO O3apeH COJIHUEM, MNPO3peBaTb €e U
B CONEHOW BOMHE U B ropAdYeM KamHe, BOCXMUATbLCA e, /lackaTb ee M30 BCEeX CUl CBOen
NobBM U CBOEro oTyasHbsA. B 3ToM 6b1a CyTb €ro HuUWETbl M ero HenoBTOPUMOIO
boratcTBa. OH BbLIFNAAEN UIPOKOM, MPOUrPaBUMMCA B MyX WM Npax M HAYMHAIMM HOBYIO
nMapTui0 C MOJIHbIM CO3HAHMEM CBOMX CWJI U C OTYASAHHOW, HO TPEe3BOW MOTOBHOCTLIO
3arnsaHyTb B NULO Cyabbe.

A NnoToM 6bIn ANXMpP, MeAsieHHOe HACTyM/eHue yTpa, OC/enuTesibHble NOTEeKU 3apu Ha
cTeHax CTaporo ropoja, OKPeCTHble XO/IMbl U HebO Hajl HUMU, WKUPOKO PACKUHYTbIE PYKU
3anvMBa, JAoMa Cpeau AepeBbeB M 3anax yxe 6Au3koro nopra.

M TyT Mepco MNoAyManoCb, 4YTO MOC/Ae OTbe3Aa M3 BeHbl OH HU pa3y He BCMNOMHWUI O
3arpee kKak O 4yenoBeKke, KOTOpPoro ybun cobcTBeHHbiMM pyKamu. CTano b6biTb, OH Hajened
TeM AapoMm 3abBeHUS, KOTOPbLIM MOXET MOXBacCTaTbCA /Mllb pPebeHOK, reHuh Aa 6naxeHHbIN .
W BOT TOrga-To, ollaseB OT PaAoCTU, 3TOT bBMaXeHHbI MOHAN, YTO OH COTBOpPEH AN
cyacTbA.

IIT

NnaTpuc M KaTpuH 3aBTpPakaiuM Ha 3a/MTOW COJHUEM Teppace. KaTpuH 6b1a B KynaslbHOM
KOCTIOME, a «MaJib4MK», KaK ero Ha3biBaiuM MOAPYXKM, — B Tpycax M C NOBA3AHHOM Ha
wee candeTKon. OHM enun MOMUAOPbI C COMbl, KapTodenbHb canaT, MeA U 0CobeHHo
Hanerann Ha ¢GpyKTbl. Beps NepPCUKNU U3 MUCKU CO NIbAOM, Mpexae BCEro CAU3biBaaN
cnajkve KanesibKu, NpoOCTYNuBULKME HA UX BapxaTUCTbIX 6bokax. OTAABANM AOJXHOE U
BUHOIPaAHOMY COKY, MUK ero, obpaTMB NuLA K COJIHLY, 4TObbl mockopee 3aropeTb (Mo
KpalHen Mepe MMeHHO TaK nocTynan MaTpuc, 3HaBWUM, 4YTO 3arap emy uaeT).
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— YyBCTByelb CONHUE? — CMPOCWI OH, NPOTAHYB PYKY K AeBylWKe. — OHO MNPAMO-TaKu
JIMXET KOXY .

— KOHe4yHO, — oTo3Ba/laCb KaTpuUH. — U MHe TOXe JINXKEeT.

MepCco NOoTAHYyJ/CA, noyecbiBas cebe boka. A KaTpuH ynernacb Ha XUBOT M CnycTuia
KynaJllbHUK A0 CaMbIX 6enep.

— 3To Teba He cmywaeT?
— Jla HeT, — OTO3Ba/iCA OH, Jaxe He NOCMOTPEeB B ee CTOPOHY.

Co/lHUe pacCKa/iunioCb U 3aCTbUlO HA €ro nuue. Bcemnm nopamu CBOEN B/IAXHOBATOM KOXW OH
BMUTbIBAZ1 3TOT YXe& MNepenosIHNBLINN ero YCbIMUTEJIbHbIM Xap. [NOTHYB O4YepeaHyl MNOpPLMIo
COJIHUA, KaTpuH npocToHana:

— Kak xopouwo!
- ¥Yry, — MNOATBepaAun Mepco.

JloOM Lennsnacs 3a BepwMHy Xosma, oTkyaa Obn BuAeH 3aiMB. B OKpyre ero npo3Banu
«[JOMOM Tpex CTYAEHTOK». [obpaTbCA A0 HEro MOXHO OblJI0 MO KAaMeHUCTOW aopore,
HaYMHABWENCSA U KOHYABWEWNCSH CPeAn ABYX ONIMBKOBLIX pow. A MocpeiuHe OHa
pacumpsnacb, obpa3ys He4YTO Bpoje MJOWAAKU, BAOJIb KOTOPOW THAHYNACb CTeHa,
NOKPbITA HENPUCTOWHBIMAU PUCYHKAMU U MOJIUTUYECKUMU JIO3YHIaMu; YCTaNblh MYTHUK MOr
nepeBecTU 34eCb AyX, pa3rnagbiBas 3TU XyAOXeCcTBa. 3aTeM ONATb WIN OJIUBbI, MeX WX
BeTBeN CKBO3WIO Hebo, HanomMuHaBlee MO LBeTY MNOACUHEHHOoe benbe, a C OnaJieHHbIX
NIYroB, rje CYWWIACb JINJIOBble, XeNTble U KpacHble MoJIOTHA, AOHOCWICH 3anax
MACTMKOBbIX AepeBbeB. Korja B3MOKWMNA U ene nepeBOAAWMN ApiXaHUMe NYyTHUK Aobupancs
0 orpajbl U, CTapasCb YBEPHYTbCHA OT KOrTeh OyreHBwieu, TOJIKaN rosybyw KaiuTky,
eMy ele oCTaBasoCb MNOAHATLCA MO CTPAWHO KPYTOM, HO 3a/MTON CU30M TEHbl NecTHUue,
rae yxe He Tak My4yuna xapa. Po3a, Knep, KaTpuvH M Mepco Ha3biBaiM CBOE XWauie
«[JOMOM nepea nUUOM Mupa». OTKPbLITHIM HA BCE 4YeTbipe CTOPOHblI CBeTa, OH CMAaxXWBaa Ha
Kopab/iMK, MoABEWeHHbI B OC/enUTe/NibHOM Hebe Hajl MHOMOUBETHOW MJISCKOM Mupa.
3apoAMBIWLMCL B CaMOM HM3Y, Ha MAFKO M30rHYTOM nobepexbe, KaKOM-TO HeBeAOMbld NOpPbIB
Tpenan 3aauTble COJIHUEM TpaBbl U FHa/ll HaBepX, K CamMoOMy MOAHOXWIO AOMa, TOJIMbI
KUMApUCOB U MWHWW, MbUIbHBIX OJIMB U 3BKAJIUNTOB. B camMo/ cepaLeBWHE TOro
XepTBEHHMKA, K KOTOPOMY OHW CTPEMWUIUCHL, LBENIU, CMEHAs ApYyr Apyra, To 6enbiv
WMMNOBHMUK, TO MMMO3a, He FOBOpPS O XMMOJIOCTU, Yel apomaT B JieTHMEe Beyepa Tak U
obaaBan CcTeHbl [loMa. 3a/IMB WMPOKO paCKpbiBasl 06BATMA €ro KpacHOM uyepenuue v 6enbim
NPOCTLIHAM Ha BeTpy, BCEMY 3TOMY OYpHOMY TOpXuLy KPacCoOK U CBeTa, YTO PACKUHYNOCH
noa Hebom, HaATAHYTbIM 6e3 eAMHOW MOPWWMHKU OT Kpas A0 Kpas ropu3oHTa. A BAAIN, He
JaBasi BKOHeL, pa3ryfsiTbCsi XMeJibHOMY BeJIMKOJIENUI0 OKPYru, 3a/IMB 3amblKaiun KpanHue
OTPOrM BbICOKMX CUpEHeBbiXx rop. KTo, yBMAEB BCe 3TO, CTan bObl XaloBaTbCA Ha KPyTyH
JOpOry M ycTanocTb? [loM Ob1 pafoCTbio, KOTOPYW XOTesioCb 3aBOEBbIBATb BHOBb U
BHOBb, W30 AHA B [EHb.

XuBA BOT TaK, HaeAuHe C MUPOM, YYBCTBYS €ro BECOMOCTb U 3HAUUTENbHOCTb, chnead,
KaK ero /iMuo TO 03apsAeTCcsAs pacCBeTOM, TO racHeT, 4Tobbl HayTpo BHOBb BCMbIXHYTb BO
BCeM CBOeN HOW Kpace, 4yeTBepo obuTaTenen [omMa MOCTOAHHO OllyllaIn €ro XuBoe
NPUCYTCTBUE, KOTOpoe 6bIo AN HUX OJHOBPEMEHHO W HaKa3aHuemM W onpaBjaHuem. Mup
npeacTaBan 3Jecb nojgobvem yenoBevyeCKOW JIMYHOCTU, 4Ybe beccTpacTue OTHIAb He
NCK/YaeT NwbBU, JIMYHOCTU, K KOTOPOM TaK U TAHET obpaTUTbCA 3a MOMOLUbI W
COBETOM. W OHU HepeaKo MpuU3biBaIN €ro B CBUAETENU.

— Mbl BMECTe C MWPOM HMKAK He MOXeM Bac oaobpuTb, — roeopwn, 6biBano, MaTtpuc no
MOBOAY KAaKOro-Hubyab nycTsKa.

KaTpuH, cYuTaBlas 3aropaHue HAruwom BbI3OBOM MpeApacCyAkam, Mnojib3oBanach
OTCYTCTBMEM Mepco, 4TObbl, pa3AeBWMCb AOrosia, MOHEXMTbCSA Ha Teppace. A NOTOM,
cuad 3a CTO/MIOM U Cneas 3a U3MEeHYMBLIMM TOHAMU Heba, C YYBCTBEHHOM FOPAOCTbIO
n3pekana:

— 4 6ba Harow nepej JMLOM MUpa.

— Huyero yamBuTenbHoro, — 6pocan CBbICOKA MaTpuc, — Be€Ab XEHWWHbl B CUNy cBoen
HATYpbl npeanovynTanT mnaen 4yBCTBaM.
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KaTpuH TyT Xe BCKuUAbIBaslaCb: OHa BOBCE He XOoTejsla NPOC/biTb UHTEeIeKTyan Kon. A
Po3a n Knep Xopom BOCK/IULAMIN:

— 3amonyu, KaTpuH, Tbl He npaBa.

OHa b6bina Bceobuen nwbMMMLEN, U MO3TOMY BCE CYMTANM CBOWMM JOJIFOM MOCTOSIHHO ee
ojeprveaTb. Y Hee 6bl10 KPAaCMBO OYEpUYEHHOE NIMTOE Teno LBeTa XOPOoWOo NPONeYeHHOro
xneba M NpAMO-TaKM XMBOTHbIA HIOX HAa BCe Camble BaXHble B MUpe Belu. HUKTO Nyulle Hee
He pa3bupancs B rnybuHHOM s3blke pepeBbeB, MOps U BeTpa.

— Hawa manblwka, — roeopuna Knep, He nepecTaBas XeBaTb, — 3TO XMBOe BOMJIOWEHUE
OAHOM M3 MPUPOAHbIX CWI.

Nocne obeja Bce OTNPaBMAANUCH HA COJHLILKO, YTObL Mo3aropaTb M MoMoN4YaThb. YenoBek
ocnabnaeTt cuny 4enosBeka. Mup ykpennseT ee. Po3a, Knep, KaTpuH u MaTpuc,
CBA3aHHble Mexay Cobon ApyxbOM U HEXHOCTbI, XWIM CMeACb WU Urpaw4yun, wboBasNCh
nasackon Heba M MopsA, HaxoAda B HWUX TaAMHbIMN OTCBET CBOeM cyabbbl M MmocTUras
COBCTBEHHYI0 TMNYBUHHYI CYTb. MHOrAa K Xo3deBaM MPUCOEAUHSANIUCH KOWKU. OcobeHHo
Xopola 6bina Fyna: 3TaKMW BEYHO HACTOPOXKEHHbIA BOMPOCUTENbHbIA 3HAK C 3e/eHbiMM
rnasamMiM U 4YepHoW WepCThio. XyAeHbKas W AenuKaTHas, OHAa BpemMeHaMu CJIOBHO cxoauna C
yMa M HauyMHaNa CcpaxeHbe C COBCTBEHHOM TeHbio.

— JeBOYKY My4yawT rOpMOHbl, — roBopwusa Po3a.

MoTOM OHA 3asMBajsaCb CMEXOM, OTKUHYB KYAPSBYW rO/sOBY, BecCeso npuuypus rnasa,
CKpbITble KPYrJjbiMM CTEK/JaMU OYKOB, M CMesdAnacb A0 Tex Mnop, noka Fynda B 3HAaK ocobow
MUNOCTM He bpocanacb er Ha KOMeHM. HeXHO NornaxveBas WeNKOBUCTYK WepCTKy, Po3a
MOHEMHOry ycnokamBanacb, paccnabnsnacb, cama CTAHOBWIACb MOXOXEN HA OrPOMHYH
NTACKOBYI KOWKY, a BMecCcTe C Heu 3aTuxana u ryns. Kowku Obuin cnabocTbio PO3bl, ee
IBEPbI0 B MUP, €e «MNYHKTUKOM», TaKWUM Xe, Kak HaroTa KaTpuH. Jiobumuem Knep 6bin KoT
rpsi3Ho-6es0M MacTW MO KAMYKe Kanu. YCTYNYMBLIA, MPOCTOBATHIA, OH TepnesiMBO CHOCWUI
nobble M3aeBaTenbCTBA. BBOM HaUrpaBWMCh C HWUM, Kinep NposiBNsia HakoHel
BeNMKOAYWME U oTnyckana befHoe XMBOTHOE HA BOJW. JIMLO Knep MOXOAMNO HA CTAaPUHHYH
(G/IOpeHTUACKYI MeaaNb. MosiYanvMBas M 3aMKHyTas, OHa Morjia MHOraa pPe3Ko BCMbUIUTD.
ANNeTUT y Hee OblN 3aBWUAHbLIM. NAAS, KaK OHa MosiHeeT, MaTpuc BopYan:

— nasa 6 Mo Ha 3TO He cMOTpenu. KpacuMBas XeHWMHa NPOCTO He MMeeT npaea
AYPHETD.

— OCcTaBb B nokoe pebeHka, — BCTpeBana B pa3roBop Po3a. — A Thl, Kiep, ellb U He
cNywaw ero.

A NnackoBoe COJiIHUEe JAeHb 3a AHeM 06XxoAu/io BCHO OKPYyry OT BOCXoja A0 3aKaTa, CUAs TO
Haj XOJIMaMu, TO Haja mMopeMm. ObuTaTenu Jloma BeCeNWIUChb, WYTWIU, CTPOUAU NJaHbl Ha
6yayuiee. MocMeMBanMChb Hajd NpasBuaaMuM NPUAMUYMA, HO Aenanv Bui, UYTO MOAUYMHAITCH WM.
naTpuc nepeesoawn B3rNfA4 C Avua Mupa Ha nuua CBOUX NOAPYr, TO Y/bIOUYMBLIX, TO
cepbe3HbiX. W BpeMeHaMu nopaxasca TOMYy, KaK Xe BO3HMWK/IA BOKPYr Hero BCA 3Ta
BCeneHHasA. JloBepue U apyxba, cosiHUe M benbie goma, HaMeKWU, MOHATHble C

nonycnoBa, — BOT YTO 6bIO MCTOYHUKOM TOrO YUCTOrO CYACTbsA, Yell OT3BYK MepenosiHAn
ero ayuwy. «Jlom nepejn NnuULOM Mupa, — FOBOPUNIM OHU Mexay cobolr, — 3TO He npucTaHule
ans 3abaB, a obuTenb cyacTbA». OCobeHHO Xopouwo MaTpuc 4YyBCTBOBaN cebsa no
Beyepam, Korja BMecCcTe C NoC/elHUM BEeTEpPKOM UX OBeBaso MO-4YesoBeYeCKku MOHATHoe,
HO onacHoe WCKYylleHne He BbITb MOXOXUMU HU Ha KOro.

CerogHa, NpuUHAB COJIHEYHYW BAaHHY, KaTpuH oTnpaBuiaCb B KOHTOPY. A HeBeCTb OTKyja
B3ABlIAACA PO3a CKa3ana MNaTpucy:

— Jloporo MOM, y MeHsi eCTb ANid BacC Xopolas HOBOCTb.
MaTpuc BasfAZICa Ha AMBaHe C [AEeTEeKTMBHbLIM POMAHOM B pyKax.
— 4 cnywaw, munas Po3a.

— CerogHs Balla o4yepenb AEXYPUTb HA KYyXHe.

— Xopowo, — 0T0o3BaJiCA llaTpuC, He Tporascb C MecTa.
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Po3a ywna, npuxBaTuB C CODON CTyAeHYECKUM paHel,, B KOTOPOM oCTaBwumecs oOT
3aBTpaka nepubl COCeACTBOBANIM C TPeTbMM TOMOM CKYYHewnwen «UCTopum» JlaBucca.
naTpuc, KOTOPOMY HaAo 6bil0 MPUrOTOBUTb YeyeBuUly, A0 OAMHHAALATU YACOB C/IOHANCA
no camon 6GONbWOW KOMHATE CO CTeHaMW, BbIKPAWEHHbIMU OXPOW, 3aCTaBSIEHHOW AMBAHAMU W
3TaXepKaMu, YBEWAHHON 3e/IeHbIMU, XEeNTbiIMM WU KPACHbIMM MACKAMM W LWESKOBbIMM TKAHAMU C
NPUYYANUBLIM Y30POM, MOTOM CMEWHO MOCTaBWI BapUTbCSA Ye4yeBULY, MNECHYN Ha
CKOBOPOAKY Macfia, MOKPOWWA SYKOBULY W MOMUAOP, C/OBOM, MPUrOTOBWA MNpunpasy, C
HeNPUBBIYKU YCTan U Hakpuyan Ha TFynw u Kanu, KOTopble rpoMKo TpeboBanu epnbl,
HeCMOTpPS Ha TO, 4YTO Po3a euwe BYepa MbiITaslaCb UM BTOJIKOBATb:

— 3HaWTe, 3Bepu, UYTO JIETOM CJIWIKOM XapKo, a Xapa oTbuBaeT anneTwuT.

be3 yeTBepTU ABeHAALUATb BepHyJlaCb KaTpuH, Ha Hen b6bIO Nerkoe nnaTbe w” OTKpbITblE
CaHAaIMn. EU HYXHO 6bin10 NPpUHATL Ayll, 06COXHyTb Ha COJIHUe U TOJIbKO Nnocne BCero
3TOro OHa CO6MpaﬂaCb ceCTb 3a CTOJ.

— Tbl NPOCTO HEBbIHOCMMA, KaTpWH, — CTPOro ckasasa Po3a.
M3 BaHHbI AOHOCWJICA MJIeCK BOAbl, KOrga nosABwiacCb 3anbiXxaBlasaca Kiep.
— Bbl rotoBuTe qeqesmuy? Y MeHSl eCTb OTJ/IMYHbIN peuenT...

— 4 3Haw. HyXHO B3ATb CBexue C/AMBKM. Hy, M Tak janee. Pa3Be He TaK, MmMwuias Mof
Knep?

Tak OHO U bbino, NOTOMY YTO BCe KyJ/IMHapHbie peuenTbl Kiep HEeM3MeHHO Ha4YyumHaIUCb CO
CBeXux C/IuBOK.

— OH, KakK Bcerpga, npaB, — 3adaBwia Bolejllaa B KOMHATy Po3a.
— Pa3ymeeTcda, — noarBepAaun latpuc. — A Tenepb — BCeé 3a CTON.

OHM obejanyM Ha KyXxHe, OJHOBPEMEHHO CJIYXMBWEW CKaJOM BCSAKOW BCAYMHbI. Tam 6bin
jaxe ONIOKHOT AN 3anucu M3peyeHun Po3bl. 3afBMB, YTO HYXKHO AepxaTbCs nonpoue,
Knep cTtana ecTb Konbacy pykamu. MOTOM C M3PpSAAHbIM OMO3AaHWEM NpuUTaWmnach KaTpuH,
y Hee 6bina HeAOBOMbHASA M XanobHas MUHA, a rna3a COBCEM COHHble. EM He XOTesocCh
BCMOMUHATb, YTO OHA MO BOCEMb 4YAaCOB B [AeHb MPOCUXMBAET B KOHTOpPEe 3a nullylien
MAWWHKOW, OTpbIBAs 3TU Yacbl OT XW3HM. MOAPYXKKU MOHUMANM ee U AyMann O TOM, BO 4YTO
npeBpaTunacb 6bl UX COHBCTBEHHAA XU3Hb, €CAN 6bl UM TOoXe MPUWAOCh paboTaTb. MaTpuc
nomanakuean.

— ha, — cKa3ana Po3a, He npu3HaBasllasgd HUKAKUX CAHTUMEHTOB, — a BCe-Taku pa60Ta
Tebs 3aena. Tbl TONIbKO U roBopullb LUesbiMA AHAMM O CBOE€U KOHTOpe. Mbl JIUWIKUM Tebs
npasa roJsioca.

— HOo, no3BOJbTe.. — B34A0XHYJ/la KaTpuH.
— B TakoMm cnydae JaBanTte nporonocyem. OAuH, ABa, TpU — 60NbWNHCTBO npoTue Tebs.
— Huyero He nonuuwewsb, — noaBesia UTor Knep.

YeyeBULLA OKa3asacb nepecoxuen, enn ee Monya. Korja Ha KyxHe Aexypuna Knep, To,
npobys 6nwao0 3a CTONOM, OHA BCerja C AOBOJIbHBIM BUAOM BOCKAMUULAna: «MNpocTo
BeNMKoNienHo», a BOT MaTpuc, xenas COXPaHUTb AOCTOMHCTBO, MOMaJIKMBaA A0 Tex nop,
NMoka BCe OCTajibHble He pacxoxoTaNucb. Torpa KaTpuH, KoTopas bbina SIBHO He B Ayxe,
3aaBuna, 4yTto byaeT AobuMBaTbCA copokayacoBon pabouyen Hepenu u nonpocuna, 4Tobbl ee
NPOBOAUIN B MECTHOe OoTheNieHue BceMUpHOW KoHpeaepauuu Tpyaa.

— HeT yx, — BO3pa3wna Po3a, — Tbl TPYAUWbCS, Tbl Tyaa u obpawancs.

BKOHEel, pacCTpoOeHHas «NpupoaHas cuia» nolla MoBanATbCA Ha COJMHbiLKe. CKOPO 3a Hew
nocneaoBanu M BCe OCTaslbHble. PaccesiHHO nepebupas NOKOHb KaTpuH, Knep aymana o
TOM, 4YTO «3TOMYy pebeHKy» He XBaTaeT, B CYWHOCTU, TONbKO OLHOIMO — MYXYMHbl. B
«JloMe nepej NMuoM Mupa» 6blI0 MPUHATO pewaTb 3a KaTpuH ee cyabby, AymMaTb, B yem
OHA HyxjaeTcs, a B yeM HeT. Cama OHa WHOW pa3 3asBnana, 4Y4TO OHA yxe bonbwas u
T. A., HO ee HUKTO M CAywaTb He XoTesn. «befHAXKe HykXeH NbOBHUK», — rosopwuna
Po3a.
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MoToM BCe y/erjucb 3aropaTtb. KaTpuH, He yMmeBwas AOJr0 XpPaHUTb obuay, cTana
nepeckasbiBaTb KOHTOPCKUE CMJIETHU OTHOCMTENbHO HeKoel Mmajemyasesnb lepe3, BbiCOKOW
6NOHAMHKM, KOToOpas, cobupascb 3aMyX, HaBOAMMAA CMNpPaBKM B CBA3M C 3TUM CObBbITMEM U
Hacnywanacb TaKUX CKabpe3HbIX MCTOPUA OT NpPOEe3XMX WYTHUKOB, 4YTO, BEPHYBWWACH U3
cBajebHOro oTnycka, 3adBwia: «Bce 3TO 6bI0O HE TAK YX CTpPAWHO». «A BeAb el yxe
TPUALATbL NeT», — C XaJoCTbi AobaBuna KaTpwH.

C Heo.ﬂ.06pMTeJ'IbeIM BUAOM BbiCNyllaB BCe 3TU PUCKOBAaHHble MCTOpuu, Po3a CKa3ana:
- I'Iocnymaﬁ, KaTpuH, HO MbI-TO BCe elje He 3amyXeMm..

B 3TO BpeMsi Haj ropofom, nobneckuBas MeTansiom, nposeTen MNOYTOBLIA camoneT. Bonas
B 3bl6KOe BO3AYlWIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO HAj MOpeM, OH Oonucan Ayry, TaKyw Xe KpyTyw, Kak
M caMm 3a7uB, U MNOTOM PE3KO KJIHY/S HOCOM W C/IOBHO HbIpHYN ryboko B BOAY, MOAHAB
uenbin GoHTAH ronyboBaTo-6es0M neHbl. Fynad U Kanum pacTAHYJMCb HA COJIHUEeneke,
pa3svHyB CBOW 3MeWHble MacTW Tak, YTO BUAHO ObIO po3oBoe HEGO. WX Hoka B3Aparusanu
OT Hanopa C/najkux M cobnasHuTenbHbiX rpe3. HeboCBOA FOTOB 6bl1 OBGPYWMTHCA Ha 3eMo
Noj rpy3oM Mblawwero CofiHua. Jlexa C 3aKpbiTbiMU ria3amm, KaTpuH MbICIEHHO
nepexmBana 3To H6eCKOHeYHOe najeHne, U el Ka3anocCb, OYATO OHa cama JIeTUT Kyaa-To
gHM3, rae B rnybvHe ee cywecTBa TUXOHbKO WeEBENUTCS M AbWMT 3BEpPb, MOXOXMMA Ha
ora.

Ha cnepylllee BOCKpeCeHbe Yy HUX OXMAANNCb FOCTU. Knep AojixHa 6bia 3aHATbCA
CTpsAnNHeW. Po3a NoyucTuaa OBOWM, NPUrOTOBMAA MOCYAY W CTOA; Knep npucmaTpuBana 3a
NANTOM, MNOYUTbIBAA KHUIY. MOCKONbKY Npuciayra, MaBpuTaHKa MmHA, B 3TO YTpPO He
ABUAACb — Yy Hee B TpeTUM pa3 3a roa nponasn oTtew, — Po3a B3sAna Ha cebsa ybopky
AOMA. M BOT, HaKOHel, Hayalu CXOAUTbCA FOCTU. MepBON sABMIACL INMaHa, CTYAEHTKA,
KOTOpYyld Mepco 3BaN UAea/IUCTKOW. «MoyeMmy?» — yAUBAANACb OHAa. «[OTOMY 4YTO, YC/bluaB
HEeNpUATHYK ANs BacC, HO MPaBAMBYID WUCTOPWIO, Bbl FOBOPUTE: 3TO XOTb WM NpaBja, HO
Hexopowox» . MPOCTOAYWHAA DNMaHa cymTana, YTO OHA MOXOXa Ha «YesnoBeka B nepyaTke»,
XOTS BCE OCTa/lbHble 3TO CXOACTBO OTpuuanu. Tak WIM MHavye, HO ee KOMHaTa bObina
Cnjiowb YyBeWwaHa PenpoAyKUMAMM C 3TOW KAPTWUHbI. MOABUBWMCL B MEpBbI pa3 B «Jome
nepes nuuUoOM Mupa», OHa 3asBWNA, YTO BOCXMUUEHA «OTCYTCTBMEM MNpPespacCyAKOB» Yy €ero
obuTaTenen. Ho CO BpeMeHEM 3TO «OTCYTCTBME» NepecTano Ka3aTbCA el CTONb YX
npuBneKkaTeNbHbIM. Beib OHO, B CYWHOCTWU, CBOAWIOCbL NiUlb K TOMY, 4TO obuTaTenu J[oma
CYMTaNN ee pacckasbl NYCTbiIMM U CKYYHbIMKM OpeaHAMM, Ad TO U AeNO0 be3HeNwunM TOHOM
NOBTOPANIN: «3NMaHa, Bbl HACTOAWAA ocCauua». 3arfgHyB Ha KYXHW BMecCTe C elle OAHUM
roctem, Ho3nem, CKy/NbMTOPOM MO npodeccum, dnMaHa HaTKHynacb Ha KaTpuH, KoTopas
mobuna 3aHMMaTbCA CTPAMHEA B CamMOM HeobblMHOW Mno3e. BOT M ceMyac oHa, Jiexa Ha
CNuHe, OAHOM pPyKOW 0bpbiBana BUHOrpajA C rpo3au, a APYron nomewnsasna euwe He
YyCNeBWMA OCTbITb ManWoHe3. A Po3a, obnayeHHas B WMPOKWUA CUHUA (GApTyK, BOCXMIIEHHO
nornspasiBana Ha ynw, BCAPbLIFHYBWYK HA KPbIWKY KAaCTPHAW U MOKa3bIBABLWYW TeM CaMbiM,
Kak oHa nporonoaanachb.

— MpoCTO He BEpUTCH, [0 Yero Xe yMHOE XMBOTHOe, — MOBTOpsA/a cuslwas oT BocTopra
Po3a.
— Jla, — noaTBepauMna KaTpuH, — CerojHs oHa npeB3owna camoe cebs. — U pobaBuna: -

Jlo Toro noymHesna, 4To pa3buna 3a OAHO YTPO MasieHbKYyl 3eJ/IeHyl famny M Basy Ans
LLBETOB.

TeM BpemeHeM dfinaHa U HO3Mb, CAUWIKOM ycCTaBume, 4TOObl BbhipaxaTb CBOe HerojoBaHue,
pewunu npucecTb, TakK U He AOXAABUWWUCL, KOrja xo3seBa camu npepsoxaT UM 3To. Ha
KyxHe nosBuiach swbe3Has M ToMHas Knep, noxana rocTaMm pyku u, nonpobosas
KUNeBWMA Ha nnuTe b6ynabec[4 - PbibHada noxnebka c npunpaeBamu.], Hawna, 4YTo nopa
nojaBaTb Ha CTOA. MaTpuc 3ana3fbiBaji, HO BOT HAKOHeL, MOSABWICA WU OH U MPUHANCSH
CKOpPOroBOPKOM 0BBLACHATbL JNMaHe, OTYEro y Hero Takoe xopollee HacTpoeHue. OTTOro,
OKa3blBaeTCsA, UYTO YAMUbl CErofHs MOJIHbl XOPOWEHbKMX XEHIWMH. XapKWUiA Ce30H elle TONbKO
HauyMHaeTCA, a yxe MOABWINCH Nerkue nnaThfA, ene CKpbiBawlwme Tyrve TpeneTHble Tena.
M Koraa oH, NaTpuc, CMOTPUT HA BCe 3TWU MNpenecTu, Yy Hero nepechixaeT BO PTY, KPOBb
CTYYUT B BUCKaAX W XapKoOW BOJIHOW NpunvMBaeT K ypecnam. CTbiASIMBAs d/vaHa He
Hawnacb, 4YTO OTBETUTb HAa 3TW OTKPOBEHWA, W MNpomonyana. HenoBKoe MoA4YaHue
nNpoAonxXanocb U B Hayane obeja, noka Knep HECKONIbKO XEeMaHHO U O4YeHb OTYET/IMBO He
BblrOBOpUA :

— MHe KaxeTcsd, 4YTo bynabec oThaeT ropenbiM JIYKOM.

— Huyero noaobHoro, — C HeusMeHHbIM Aobpoaywmem Bo3pa3wna HO3Nb.
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M TyT Po3a, CJ/IOBHO NbiTafACb onpenesnTb mepy ero AO6pOTH, CcTaJla BbinpawmBaTb Y Hero
pa3Hble nosie3Hble ANnA AOMa Belln, TaKue KaK KOJIOHKa ANnA BaHHbI, HepCMACKMﬁ KoBep wu
XONIOAUNBHUK . HO3Mb MOCOBeTOBaN eMn KYNUTb ﬂOTGpEﬁHHﬁ buneT n Kak cneapyerT
NOMOMUTbLCA, 4YTOObI OH BblAT pan.

— Tak Mbl U caenaem, — GUAIOCOBCKU 3aknwymna Po3a.

BbiIO XapKo, M 3Ta bnarosaTHas rycras Xapa TONbKO MojyepkuBana BKYC NeAsHOro BUHA
M MOAAHHbIX HA AecepT GPYKTOB. BO BpeMAa Kode DnMaHa OTBaxuiacb 3aBeCTU peyb O
mobBu. ECNM OHa MONWBUT, TO HenpemeHHO BbiMAeT 3aMyx. Ha 3To KaTpuH 3adBuna em,
YTo BAOGNEHHbIM Npexie BCero HyXHO 3aHMMaTbCA NbOBbLID, YeM 3acTaBuna ee
nepeiepHyTbCAa OT BO3MylleHUA. BoJsiee npakTuyHaa Po3a cka3asna, 4YTO corjacunacb 6u C
dnnaHon, ecnn 6bl OMbIT He NoAcKasbiBasn, 4TO bpayHbie y3bl rybaT nwboBb.

Ho 3nMaHa U KaTpuH yxe He Caywanu ee, BTAHYBWMCb B C/IOBECHYKW Nepenasky W ocbinas
APYr APYXKY HeCnpaBeA/IMBbIMA OOBMHEHWSMW, YTO BMOJIHE COOTBETCTBOBANIO WX
TemrnepameHTy. HO3/b, MbICIMBWMMA, KakK M noaobaeT CKynbnTopy, obpa3HO U 4YeTKo,
3a8BWI1, YTO BEPUT B XeHWWHY, B AeTeln U B naTpuapxasbHble UCTUHbI YCTONYNBOWM
CeMenHON XU3HW. Toraa Po3a, BblBeAeHHAs U3 Ccebs KpuKaMu danaHbl U KaTpuH, caenana
BUL, OYATO A0 Hee TO/NbKO YTO AoWwfa UCTUHHASA MPUYUHA Yepecyyp 4acToro nosiBNieHUs
Ho3na y Hux B [jome.

— bnaropapi BacC 3a OTKpPOBEHHOCTb, — Mpowunesna oHa, — HO MHe TPYyAHO Jaxe CkKa3aTb,
AO KAKOW CTeneHW 3TO OTKpbiTMe MeHs MOoTpAc/io. S 3aBTpa Xe noroBopw C MOMM OTLOM O
«Hawem» njiaHe, a Bbl Yepe3 HEeCKOJ/IbKO AHen CMoxeTe BblCKa3aTb eMy CBOW HpOCb6y.

— Ho no3BonbTe, — nponeneTan Ho3Mb, He MOHMMABWMWWA, K 4YeMy KJIOHMT Po3a. A Ta
npogonxana, Bce 6onbile U 6onblle B3BUHUMBAA Ccebs:

— 8 OTNINYHO BCe 3Halw, TaK 4YTO Bbl MOXeTe W He roBOPUTb. Bbl U3 Tex, 4YTO
MOMasNIKMBAWT W XAYT, KOrjga Apyruve AOrajawTcs, YTO y BacC Ha Aywe. W BCe-Taku
MPUATHO, 4YTO Bbl HAKOHEL-TO OTKPLUIMCb, a TO Be[b Bbl TaK 3a4aCTWIM K Ham, 4TO 3TU
BM3UTbl Havann 6pocaTb TeHb HA MO0 penyTauuio.

3aMHTpMFOBaHHHﬁ M cnerka obecnokoeHHbI Ho3Mb 3asABUN, UYTO OYEHb paa TOMy, 4YTO ero
CTapaHMAa yBeHYaJ/IMCb YyCneXxoMm.

— He roBops yxe o TOM, — BMelWajscs B pa3roBop MNaTpuc, 3aKypusas curapety, — 4TO
BaM nopa nolweBennBaTbCA. COCTOSIHME PO3bl TAKOBO, YTO MEeA/IUTb YXe Henb3s.

— YTo-4TO0? — nepecnpocun Ho3Nb.
— O rocnoam, — B3A0OXHYyna Knep, — Aa Mbl Xe€ TOJIbKO HAa BTOpPOM Mecsue.

— W He 3abbiBalTe, — BKPaA4YMBO NPOBOpKOBasa Po3a, — 4YTO Bbl yXe B TOM BO3pacTe,
Korja MOXHO ObiTb CYACT/IMBbIM, y3HaBas cebsi B 4Yyxom pebeHke.

Ho3/ib cnerka nomopumsicsa, a Knep — BOT Aobpad aywa! — nocnewwsna yCNoKOUTb €ro:

— BCe 3TO MPOCTO WyTKa. Tak ee U HYXHO BOCMpMHMMATb. lMonaemTe-Ka Jydle B
FOCTUHYIO.

A ram crnop O BbICOKMX MaTepusix cpa3y yrac. lpaBpaa, Po3a, jenaBwas pobpble pena
NOTUXOHbKY, yCMNena O 4YemM-TO NeperoBopuTb C INMAHOW. MaTpuC noaowen K OKHy, Knep
BCTana y cTona, a KaTpuH ynernacb Ha UMHOBKY. OCTalibHble yCenucb Ha AMBAH. Hapg
ropoAaoM M MOPTOM CryCTWACH TyMaH. Ho OyKCUpHble cyaa MnpoAosixasu CBOW paboTy, U uUX
NPOTSXHble TYAKW AOoNeTanu clofa BMecTe C 3anaxamm acthanbTa U CBexenl pblibbl,
HanoMmHass o0 6OAPCTBYWUEM rAe-TO BHU3Y MUPE KPACHBIX U YepHbIX KopabesbHbiX
KOpMNycCoOB, MpPOpXaBeBWMX KHEXTOB U 0bJsiensieHHbIX BOAOPOC/ISAMUA SIKOPHbIX Lenen. Kak
BCeraa, MyXeCTBEHHbIM M CYpPOBbIM 3BYK FYAKOB Ka3asiCAd FOJIOCOM CaMOW XWU3HU, B
KOTOPOM YYBCTBOBAJIOCb M UCKYyWlEHME, U MPSMOM NPU3bIB. DMaHa NeyanbHO Ckasana
Po3e:

— [la BeAb Bbl, B CYWHOCTU, HUWYEM OT MEHA He oT/IM4yaeTecCh.

— HeT, — Bo3pa3una Po3a, — A X04y TO/IbKO OJHOro: ObITb CYACTNIMBOM, KaK MOXHO
bonee cyacTAMBOMN.
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— A moboBb — He eAMHCTBEHHOe YCJ/IoBMe AfA 3TOro, — BCTaBua MaTpuc, He
obopaunBascb OT OKHa.

OH nNUTan K 3JiMaHe camble Tenjble YyyBCTBA WU KOpun cebs 3a TO, 4YTO TakK oropyunn ee.
HO B TO Xe BpemMa MNOHWUMan xenaHume PO3bl 6bITb CHACT/IMBOW.

— OTO JOBOJIbHO XaNiKUK uaean, — 3ameTuna d/uvaHa.

— Xankuh WU HEeT — He MHe CyanTtb, — HO BO BCAKOM C/Ziyyae BMNOJIHe 3ApaBHﬁ. A 370,
BUAUTE NU.. — MaTpUC 3anHy/CA Ha noJjsycrsioBe.

UyTh MPULlyPUBUINCE, Po3a MpPUHAIACh FNaAUTb MO FOJIOBKE BCKOYUBIIYID K Hel Ha KONeHu
ryno. Kasanocb, 4TO OHM obe — HEMOoABMXHO CUAAWIAA XEHWMHA M KOWKa — CMOTPAT Ha
MUP OAUHAKOBBIMW jla3aMu. WX rpesbl NpepbiBaMCb TOMbKO MPOTAXHBIMU TyAKaMmu
6YKCUpPHBIX CYyA0B. yns cBepHynacb KAybkoM M 3amypnbikana. Beku Po3bl Mano-nomany
HanMBaNNCb APEMOTHbIM TEMJIOM, OHa MOorpyxasacb B TULIMHY, Hapylwaemyw Nullb yaapamu
cobcTBeHHOro cepaua. KOWKM CAAT UenbiMU AHAMUM, 3aTO BCHO HOYb, OT NepBOM 3Be3bl A0
pacceeTa, OTAaT JIOOOBHLIM NMOXOXAEHUAM. OHM 3HAKWT, YTO TeNOo HajesieHO CBOoeW
cobcTBeHHOM, 0C0bONM AylWON, He WUMellled OTHOWEHUS K TOMY, 4YTO OObIMHO MMEHYWT 3TUM
CJ/IOBOM.

— Dla, — noBTopuna Po3a, OTKpbiBAsA rnasa, — HYXHO ObITb CYACT/IMBOW, KaK MOXHO bonee
CYacT/INBOMN.

A Mepco ayman o JiocbeHe PelHaNnb. HeaaBHO OOMOSIBMBWWMCH O BCTPEYEHHbBIX UM Ha yuue
KpacoTKax, OH MMen B BMAY WMEHHO ee. OH MO3HAKOMWICSA C HeWl Yy Apy3en. Hepenw
CnycTs, MNOrOXUM XAapKUM YTPOM, OHM BMeCTe BbiwIM B ropba u, He 3HAA Kak youTb
Bpemsi, [AONIr0 CJIOHANNCb No bynbBapam BAONIb HabepexHbIX. 3a BCe BpeMsi MPOryJiKM OHa
He obpoHWNa HW cnoBa, Tak YTO Mepco Obl1 faxe HEeCKONbKO YAMBNEH, KOrAa OHa Ha
npouwaHbe ynblbHYNacb U KPenko noxasa emy pyKy. JOBOJIbHO BbICOKAas, MPOCTOBOJIOCAS,
OHa HOCMMA OTKpbITbie CaHjdanuuM M benoe napycuMHOBOe NnaThbe. KOrjga OHM Waranv no
bynbBapam, B AMUO MM Ayn Nerkui BeTep. [pyM 3TOM NiaTbe MJOTHO MpWIerano K ee
Teny, noayepkMBas MJIOCKUMA XMBOT. 3ayecaHHble Ha3aj Oesiokypble BOJIOCbI, KOPOTKUM
NpsMOM HOC, BeNUKONenHas rpyAb, YBepeHHble ABUXKEHUS, — BCe B HEW JAbllasio KaKOW-TO
TaMHCTBEHHOM CBSI3bl0 C 3emsien, C OKpyXawwum MMpoOM. Korjaa oHa, MomMaxmBasi CyMOYKOMU
B MPaBOW pyKe, YKpalleHHOW cepebpsiHbiM BpacneToM, KOTOPLIA MO3BAKUBAN O 3aCTEXKY,
noAHUMana neByw NafoOHb K rnasam, 3acC/IOHASCb OT COJIHUA, W JIerko OoTpbiBasa OT 3eMau
NpaByw CTYMNHIO, Mepco Ka3aloCb, YTO BCE ee XeCTbl HEOTAE/IMMbl OT FaPMOHUM MUpaA.

OH Ha yAMBJIEHWE JIErKO MPUHOPOBWJICSA K MOXOAKe JIIOCbEHbl, OTYACTU, ObITb MOXET,
MOTOMY, YTO Ha He:l 6bAM caHpanuu 6e3 KabnykoB. HO KpoMe 3TOro OH YyBCTBOBaja, 4YTO
B UX MOCTYNWU, Pa3MaliIMCTON U NIerKOW, eCTb 4YTO-TO CXOoxee. B TO Xe BpeMmMs 3aMKHyToe
MU0 W YMNOpPHOE MOoJYaHue JIIoCbeHbl He YCKO/b3HY/IM OT €ro BHUMaHusi. OH nojyman, 4To
OHa, JAONXKHO b6bITb, HE OYEeHb YMHA, M TO/bKO NOPaAOBa/ICA 3TOMY. B 6e34yXOBHOMN
KpacoTe ecTb HeyTo boxeCcTBeHHOe, W Mepco, KakK HUKTO ApPYyrol, MOr OUeHWTb 3TOT
napafokc. WMeHHO MO3TOMY OH WU 3ajepxas B TOT pa3 ee najblbl B CBOUX JIQAOHAX, a
MOTOM OHW CTa/M BCTPEYATbCHA BCE valle M TAK Xe Mon4Ya rynaTb, MOACTABMAA 3aropesble
nMua CoJIHLY WM 3Be3jaM, KynasiCcb B UX CBETe U HUYEero, Kpome 3TUX MPOrysiok, He
Tpebys Apyr OT apyra. Tak OHO W MPOAONXaNoChb A0 BYepalHero Beyepa, korjga Mepco
BHe3anHo obpen yTpayeHHoe O6bUIO olylleHWe 4Yyaa, MPUKOCHYBWWUCb K rybam JloCbeHbl. [10
CUX Mop Mepco BOJIHOBAaNa ee MaHepa UennaTbCA 3a ero oAexay, WATW psaaoM, B3SIB €ro
NoA PYyKY, €e HenpuHYXAeHHOCTb U AOBEpPYMBOCTb — BCE 3TO BO3OyXAasio ero MyxckKoe
camonibue. A B ee MosiMaHuM, 6rnaroaaps KOTOPOMY BbiriAfeNno 0COH6eHHO Bbipa3uUTesbHbIM
Kaxaoe ee ABUXEHWE, Ka3aJiCA Cepbe3HbiM Jiobo ee MOCTYMNOK, Mepewwnocb 4TO-TO
Kowaybe. Byepa, 6aMxe K HOYM, OH MPOrynMBanca C Hel no HabepexHoW. B KaKOWU-TO
MUI, KOrJa OHM OCTAHOBMAMCH Yy orpadpl bynbBapa, JiloCbeHa NpuibHyna K HeMy. BO TbMe
OH MOYYBCTBOBaJ NOA CBOMMM JIAIOHAMU €e MPOXNAAHbleE KPyTble CKYJbl U HEXHble, Ablualume
TensioM rybol. U TOoraa rnybuHbl ero cyuwecTBa MOTPSAC 6e3MOJIBHbIA BOM/b, OTPEWEHHbIA U
CTpacTHbK. Mepes NULOM HOYM, AO OTKa3a HabuTow 3Be3aamu, nepej nMUOM ropoja,
MOJIHOIO PYKOTBOPHBIX OrHEW, MOA ropsAYMM U rNyboKMM AbiXxaHWem nopTa, obaaBaBWMM e€ro
NMUO, WM OBJ/IAZeNI0 HEUMCTOBOE XeflaHWe COopBaTb C 3TUX XMBbIX ryb BeCcb CMbiCa MuUpa,
6ecuyenOBEeYHOr0 M COHHOrO, KaK HemMoTa, CKOBaBWas ee ycTa. OH CK/IOHWICS Haj Heu —
M eMy NoKas3aNoCb, YTO OH KOCHYNCA rybamuM NTuubl. JiloCbeHa 3acToHana. OH BNWICA B
ee rybbl U, MUIr 32 MUIrOM, He OTPbIBAACH, BMNWUBAN WX TEMAOTY, MNbAHUBLUYKW €ro TakK,
C/IOBHO OH CXuMMan B OOBATUAX LENbd MUP. A OHA LEennsanacb 3a Hero Kak yrtonawwas, TO
BbIHbIPUBAsA U3 6e3AHbl U OTTANIKMBAA €ro rybel, TO CHOBA MPUHUKAA K HUM, U
norpyxanacb B /ieAsiHble YepHble BOAbl, MajMBULME e€e, CJOBHO Lesblii COHM OOroB..
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Tem BpemeHeM 3J/nMaHa cobpanachb yxoAuWTb. [onras nocaenonyjeHHas nopa, WMCNOJHeHHas
TUILWMHBI U pa3MblllieHMA, Xjafa Mepco B ero crnajabHe. 3a YXMHOM BCe Urpanu B
MOMYaHKy. HO MOTOM, CJIOBHO CrOBOpPSICb, [APYXHO BbIWIM HA Teppacy. Yepesa AHew
HenpepbiBHa. TOMbLKO YTO Haj 3a/MBOM KJYybBUICA YTPEHHUN, MPOHU3AHHLIA CONHLEM
TyMaH, — M BOT YXe€ Haj TeM Xe 3a/IMBOM CNycKaeTca TWUXMA Bedyep. [eHb 3aHMMAEeTCH
HajJ MOpeM UM MepKHeT 3a ropamu, NoTOMy 4YTOo Hebo — 3TO BCero nuuWb Aopora,
nponerawwas MexAy MOPEM W TOPHOM Lenbil. MUp M3BEYHO TBEPAUT TONbBKO OAHY (pasy,
KOTOpas MoHayany KaxeTcs 3amMaHuyMBOW, a MOTOM — HAJ0eANMBOM. HO HAcTynaeT Bpewms,
KOraa OH MOKopsAeT Hac 3TWM 6ecKoHeYHbIM NMOBTOPEHMEM WM Mosy4vyaeT Harpagy 3a cBoe
ynopcTBO. WUMEHHO MO3TOMY KaxAblh AeHb, MPOBeAEeHHbI B «JoMe nepej NULOM Mupax,
JAeHb, 3aTKaHHbIA POCKOWHbLIM Y30POM Y/bIOOK M MPOCTHIX XECTOB, 3aKaHYMBaANCA Ha
Teppace nepej NUUOM Houu, pasbyxwei oT 3Be3j. BCe ycTpaumBaiMChb B lWE3N0OHrax, a
KaTpuH 3abupanacb Ha HU3KYID KaMeHHYH Orpaay.

B cepebpucTOoM TaMHCTBEHHOM Hebe CUAN TEMHbIN JIMK HO4YU. Jlafieko B MOPTY MeNbKanu
OFOHbKW, OTKYAA-TO AOHOCWUIOCH MpUriylleHHOe CKpexeTaHue TpamBaeB. 3Be3jbl TO
pasropaaucb, TO yracaauM, TO MEPKAW, TO BCMbIXMBAJM BHOBb, CKNaAbiBasCb B 3blokue
y30pbl, KOTOpble TYT Xe pacnajajucb, ycTynas MecTo ApYyrum. 06bsTad TUWMHOM HOYb
obpeTana TAXeCTb MU HEBECOMOCTb XMBOW MAOTU. [POHU3AHHAA CKOJNbXeHueM 3Be3[, OHa
3aBopaxuBasa B3rfisaj UFPon OrHem, OT KOTOPbIX HA rnasa HaBopayuBanUChb cnesbl. U
KaxAapli, ycTpemnsss B30p B rnybuHy Hebec, B Ty TOUYKY, rAe CXOAATCA BCE KPAMHOCTU U
NpOTUBOPEYUUS, MYy4YUSICA TalHOW U CNAAKOM MbIC/IbIO O CBOEM OAMHOYEeCTBE B 3TOW XU3HMU.

KaTpuH, 4yTb He 3aJOXHYBWASCA OT BHE3amHOro npuiMBa JWb6BU, HErpPOMKO BCXJIUMHY/A.
YyBCTBYA, 4YTO B €ro rosioce 3By4yuT ¢dasblb, MATPUC OCBEAOMWUIICSA:

— Bam He XONOAHO?
— HeT, — oTBeTwina 3a Hee Po3a. — W NoToM, 34eCb TaK XOpOLWO.

Knep BCTana, onepnacb pykamum o CTeHy M obpaTuna nuuo K Heby. BrnsapiBascb B
nepeo3jaHHoe 61aropoACTBO MMpa, OHA yXe He OoCO3HaBasia, FAe Mponersa rpaHb Mexay
€e XM3HbK M XaXAOM XM3HW, rAe ee HAAexAa BnjeTasacb B XOPOBOA 3Be3j. Pe3Ko
obepHyBWMCb, OHa CKa3ana MaTpucy:

— KTO NONHOCTb AOoBepAeT XU3HU, TOMY OHa BOSe-HeBOJIeN OTBeYaeT TeM xe.
— Pa3ymMmeeTCd, — OTO3BaJiICA, He rndaaa Ha Hee, [aTpucC.

MpomesibKHYy/a naay4vyas 3Be3pa. Bcnep 3a 1em B HerOFﬂﬂﬂHOﬁ HOYN ApYe 3acuan
oTbneck panekoro maska. Mo Aopore Mmosn4ya nogHmMManoCb HeCKOJZIbKO 4esioBekK, 6bi110
CJIbILHO TOJNIbKO MX AbIXxaHMe U 3BYK lWAroB. YyTb noroada posieten apomaT LBETOB.

MUp BEYHO TBEpPAMT OAHY M Ty Xe (pa3y. M Ha 3TOM TepnesMBOM NMOBTOPEHUM, HA ITON
UCTWHe, Bejyllerh OoT 3Be3apl K 3Be3je, 3mxaeTca cBoboja, m3baendAwwas HaCc OT cCaMUX
cebda. Ho BTOpasd ee onopa — 3TO CTO/Ib Xe YMNopHas MCTUHA, BeaAylwas OT CMepTU K
cmepTu. Aymas ob 3Tom, MaTpuc, KaTpuH, Po3a U Knep NPOHWKaIUCb CO3HAHUEM
CYyacTbA, MOPOXAEHHOrO0 UX CAUAHMEM C MMPOM. 3TA HOYb Kas3asacb UM CUMBOJIOM WX
CyAabbbl, U OHM XOTenu, 4Tobbl cyabba >Ta 6Gbina M LENOMYAPEHHOW, U CTPACTHOW, YTOOLI
Ha Nnuue ee 6nectenn cnesbl U CONHLUE U 4YTOObI MX MOJIHbIE CKOPOU U pPafoCTU cepaua
YCBOWAW 3TOT ABOMHOW YPOK, BeAYIWMA K CYACTIMBON CMEPTWU.

BbIIO yXe MO3AHO, BpeMmMs nepeBasiMio 3a MOJSIHOYb. Yeno Houu, Taswenm B cebe mMokom wu
MbIC/Ib MUpa, CJlerka MOTYCKHeNlo, CMYTHbIA WeNOoT CO3BE3AUN YyXe BO3BelWan OAn3Kuin
paccBeT. C nepenosiHEHHOW CBeTWNaMu BbLICOTbI CTPYWICHA TpeneTHb oTbneck. MNaTpuc
ornsafen CBOMX NOApYr: KaTpuMH CXanacb B KOMOYEK Ha Orpage, OTKWUHYB rOJIOBY Ha3aa;
Po3a 3abunacb B We3JIOHr, nornaxveas lynw; Knep cTosfa Kak BKOMAHHAs Yy CTeHb
JloMa, Ha ee BbiNyKJIOM /by CBeTWIOCh CepebpucToe NATHO. IOHble, CO3JaHHble ANS
CcYyacTbA, OHW AeNUAUCb Apyr C APYrOM MOJIOAOCTbH, HO He AYWeBHbIMW TarWHamu. MaTpuc
nogowen K KaTpuvH U NOBepX ee njeya, CAEMJIEHHOro M3 NAOTM W COoMHua, Brnajencs B
OKpYyrnocTb Hebec. Po3a Toxe npubnusmnacb K orpaje, Tenepb BCe YeTBEpPO OKa3alUChb
nepea nuuUOM Mupa. UM 4yaunocb, ByATO cCBexas HOYHASA poca CMbUia C JIUL, MPUMETHI
oAMHOYeCTBa M, OCBOBOAMB 3TUM TpPeneTHbIM M MUMOMETHbIM OMOBEHMEM OT camux cebs,
BepHysa MMpy. B 3TOT 4ac, Korja Houyb A0 KpaeB MOJIHA CO3Be3AuN, WX XeCTbl
3aneyaTnenncb Ha OrPOMHOM W HeMOM Ninke Hebec. MaTpuUC BO3AEN PYKWU B BbIUMHY,
BCKOJILIXHYB Llefible rpo3Abs 3Be3j. Bnara Hebec cTpywnacb no ero njedyam, noj Horamu
cnan AfXup, a BOKPYF WCKPWACA TEeMHbI nnaw HeboCBOAA, YCbINAHHBIA ApPAroLeHHbIMU
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KaMHSAMA U UBETHbIMA PaKOBUHAMW.

Iv

PaHHMUM yTpoM Mepco Bejsl MaWMHy BAONb Nobepexbs, BbICBEYMBASA AOPOrYy noAdhapHUKamu.
Ha Bble3Je U3 ropoAa HABCTpedyy emy nonajsacb MoABOAA MOJSIOYHMKA, W, BAOXHYB OCTPbIN
3anax KOHCKOro noTa, OH C OCOBGeHHbIM HacnaxAeHWEeM OWyTW BCH CBEXECTb
HacTynawiuero yTtpa. BbIo TeMHO. MMoc/neAHsAs 3Be3Aa MeAJIeHHO Tasfna B Hebe, C/blanoch
TONbKO JOBOJIbHOE ypyaHWe MOTopa, Aa NOPOA AOHOCWIICA M3AdNieKa KOHCKWUWA TONoT wu
apebesxaHne 6bMAOHOB Ha BCTPEYHOM MOBO3KEe, a YyTb MOroAas NpeayTpPeHHUE MOTEMKU
03apsA/IUCb UCKpPaMmu, NeTAWMMU U3-MoJ KOMbIT. MOTOM BCE CHOBA TOHY/O0 B CBUCTe BeTpa
M wyme MoTopa. Uem bbicTpee OH exan, TeM CKOpen HacTynan AeHb.

U3 rnybuH HouM, NpUTaMBLIENCH MeX XOJIMOB BOKPYI AJIXMpa, MalMHa BbipBasacCh Ha
NYCTbIHHYI AOPOTY, WAYLUYH HajA MopeM, e yxe KPYrnuacs paccBeT. Mepco rHan
aBTOMOOBUNb Ha NpeAesbHONM CKOPOCTU. LIMHBI Cnerka MNpPUYMOKMBANM Ha BIAXHOM OT pPOCHI
achanbTe, a Ha KaxAoOM MOBOPOTEe MPOH3UTENbHO CKpexeTanau, U Toraa poBHOe
nodbipKMBaAHME MOTOPA Ha KAKOW-TO MU 3arfywano TUXUN ronoc npubos, nneckaslierocs
raoe-To BHM3Yy. TO/NIbKO B caMmoJieTe 4esioBeK YyBCTByeT cebs euwe 6osee oAMHOKWMM, 4YeMm B
MalWnHe. LleIMKOM NpejoCTaB/IeHHbI caMoMy cebe, BHUMATENIbHO Clnesuuin TONIbKO 3a
TOYHOCTbI0 CBOUX ABUXEHWUWA, Mepco MOIr B TO Xe Bpems MOorpy3vTbCA B pa3mbiieHUs. Tem
BpeMeHeM Haj, Joporon BCe sApye U Ap4Ye pa3ropancs paccBeT. BCXoauno cosHue, a
BMECTe C HWUM MPOCHINAINCh MYCTbIHHbIE U MONYANMBbIE MOAA, HANOAHAACH WebeToM NTUL, U
CTpeKOTaHMEeM HACeKOMbIX. WHOorjpa HaBcTpedyy belwleHO Myallencsa MawMHe nonajancs
KaKon-HUOYAb KPEeCTbAHUH, TAXENO CTyMNaBWMA NO BA3KOW WU XMPHOW 3emne, oCTaBasiCb B
namMaTW Mepco CUIY3TOM C MEUKOM Ha CnuMHe. ABTOMOBWAb TO U Aeno B3neTan Ha CKJOH
oyepeiHOro Xo/nMa, OTKyJa 6b10 BMAHO MOpe. XO/AMbl POC/AM Ha rnasax: MX oyepTaHud,
noHayasly HaMeyeHHble BjaJieKe JIerKOW TeHbl, CTpeMuUTenbHO Npubnuxanucb, obpacTas
JeTanamuM, cpeauM KOTOpbIX Mepco passiMyan OJIMBKOBbIE pouwu, MUHUU, BblibeseHHble
M3BECTKOBble JOMUIIKM. A 3a C/elyllM MOBOPOTOM MaliMHAa OKa3biBaslaCb NPAMO Haj,
B3AYBWWMCSA OT NMPUANBA MOPEM; OHO MNOAHWMANOCh HABCTpevyy Mepco, HecsA emy CBOU
Japbl: COHHYW COJIEHYW Blary W COJIHEYHbI pyMmsHel,. MPOCBUCTEB MO Aopore, MalmHa
YHOCMNAChb Janblle, K HOBbIM XO/MaM HajJ, BEYHO HEW3MEHHbIM MOpPEeM.

MecsaueM paHblle Mepco 06bABMA, UYTO pewun NOKUHYTb «[OoM nepej nAULOM Mupa». OH
XOTeN CHayana nonyTewecTBOBaTb, a NOTOM 0BOCHOBATbLCA rAe-HMOYAb B OKPECTHOCTAX
Anxupa. Ho yxe yepe3 napy Hejenb OH BepHyncs, ybeaMBwWMCb, 4YTO NyTewecTBUS Tenepb
He AN Hero: C/AUWIKOM yX 6eCcnokomHoe 3TO YAOBO/NbCTBME. A KpoMe TOro, OH
YYBCTBOBa/l, YTO B HEM KOMUTCA KaKasa-TO TeMHas yCTanoCTb. OH nocnewun BONAOTUTL B
XW3Hb JABHUWHIOW MEeYTY: KYynUTb cebe HebosnblioOW AOMUK Mexay nobepexbem U ropamuM, B
lleHya, B HECKONIbKMX KWJOMeTpax OT pa3BajiMH Tunacbl. BepHYBWWMCb B AJIKMP, OH Mpexae
BCero no3aboTuncs o CBoeM cTaTyce B rnasax fwpen. Mpuobpen cebe ConuaHbIA nakeT
aKUMN OAHON HeMeLKoN (apMaueBTUYECKON (UPMbl, HAHAA CAyXawero, NOpyyuB emy
(MHaHCOBbIE Aena, W onpaBAan TeM CaMmbiM CBOM 4acCTble OTAYYKM U3 ANXMpa U CBOW
He3aBUCUMbIN 0bpa3 XM3HW. Bnpoyem, pena (UpMbl, C KOTOPOW OH CBA3aNCA, WIn He 6or
BECTb KakK, M eMy MNpuxoamnoCb MUPUTLCA C AONOJMHUTENbHBIMA PACXO0AaMWU, BOCMPUHUMASN
MX KaK Heu3bexHyw nnaTy 3a CBOW HEOrpaHWYyeHHyw CcBoboay. Beab rnaBHoe Obl10
JOCTUIHYTO: OH MpeAacTan nepej JioaAbMM B TOM 00/indbe, KOTOpPOe ObUI0 MM MOHATHO.
JleHb U Manopayuwume cpenanu Bce ocCTalibHoe, MH6O MOPON He3aBUCUMOCTb obpeTaeTcCsa LEeHOM
MHMMOM OTKPOBEHHOCTM. 3aTeM OH 3aHsANCA CyAbboWM JIOCbEHbI.

PoauTenen y Hee He ObIO, OHAa XWia oAHA, C/yXWIa CEKpeTaplwenh B KaKOW-TO KOHTope
Npu YronbHOW WaxTe, NUTanacb WUCKANYUTENbHO (PYKTaMM U 3aHuMManacb (MU3KYJbTYPOW.
Mepco nonpoboBan AaBaTb eV KHMIM. OHa BO3Bpallasia MX, HM C/lOBa He roBops, a Ha
BCe BOMPOCH OTBevyana: «fla, MHe MOHPaBWUIOCb» WIN «HEMHOXKO MpayHOBATO». HaKaHyHe
oTbe3Ja OH MNpeisioXui el COXMTEeNbCTBO, HO YTOYHMI, UYTO OHA JAO/XHa, bpocue paboTy,
0CTaBaTbCA B ANXMpPE M HaBeWaTb ero TONbKO TOorja, Korja eMy 3TOr0o 3axoyeTcs.
BbiCKa3aHO BCe 3TO ObIO TakMM TOHOM, 4YTObbl JlocbeHa He cousa cebs yHWXeHHOW, JAa,
COOCTBEHHO, HMYEro YHU3UTENbHOro B €ro C/0Bax W He COAepXanocCb. JICbeHa,
CXBaTbiBABWAS HEKOTOpble BelM He YMOM, a KAKMM-TO XMBOTHbIM YyTbeMm, cCorjlacuiach Ha
ero npeasoxeHue.

— 4 Mory Bam o6emaTb M 3aKOHHbIN 6paK, — pobaBun Mepco, — eC/M 3TO TaK YX BaXHO.
HO MHe JIMYHO OH KaxeTcsA 6eCCMbIC/IEHHbIM.

— Bce 6yﬂeT TaK, KaK Bbl XOTUTe, — OTBeTuna JiluCbeHa.
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Uepe3 HeAesllo OHM MOXEHWNCb, WU OH Tyr Xe cobpanca ye3xaTb. A JlOCbeHA TeM
BpeMeHeM Kynuna cebe opaHXeBOe KAHO3 AaA MOPCKMX MPOrysokK.

-Mepco pBaHyn pynb B CTOpOHY, 4TObbl He pa3AaBWTb 3a3eBaBWYWCA CPeau Aoporu
Kypuuy. OH AyMan O HeAaBHEM pa3roBope C KaTpuH. To 6bin ero nocneaHuin AeHb B
«JloMe nepej nUUOM Mupa» — C/IeAyWllyl HOYb OH MPOBES yXe B FOCTUHMLE.

Torpa, nocse nonyaHsA, OH BbIFIAHY/1 B OKHO. YTpPOM rMpowesn AOoXAb, 3auUB 6bl1 MOXOX Ha
YNCTO BbIMbITYIO, CUAOWYH BUTPUHY, a Hebo HanoMmuHano CcBeXxeBblICTUpaHHOe benbe.
npOAOHFOBaTHﬁ MbIC, 3aMblKaBLWNNA KPUBNU3HY 3anBa, BbIPUCOBbLIBANCA C nopa3MTeanoﬁ
YeTKOCTblo, 30/1I0TACb NOA COJIHEeYHbIMM Nny4yamu, OH yXoAwun B MOpe CJ/IOBHO WUCNOJIMHCKUWIA
3mMen. NaTpuC KOHYUA YyKnapabiBaTb YeModaHbl U, pacnaxHyB OKOHHble CTBOPKW, XaAHO
BrnaapiBanca B HOBOe pOXAeHue Mupa.

— He noHumaw, 3a4yem Tebe exaTb, eCAM Thl TaK CYACT/IMB 34eChb, — CKa3ana emy
KaTpuH.

— bowcCb, Manbiwka, 4TO 34eCb MEHA MOryT nonwbuTb, a 3TO nomelwasno 6Hbl Moemy
CY4aCTbiO.

KaTpuH CBepHyJ/ZlaCb Ha AUBAHE U, 4YyTb CKJIOHMB r0JIOBY, norndgbiBasa Ha laTpuca
npeKpacHbiMH 6e340HHbIMM /1a3amMu.

— CKOJIbKO JI0AeN YCNOXHAT cebe XW3Hb, WU3MbIWNAT COBCTBEHHble CyAbbbl, — He
obopaumBascb, npogonxan Mepco. — CO MHOM BCe Kyaa npoie. Tbl TO/bKO MNOCMOTPM...

OH roBOpwWJ, CTOS JIMLUOM K MUPY, U MO3TOMYy KaTpuH 4YyBCTBOBasia cebsi oAMHOKOW. WU
BCe-Taku He nepecTaBana NwbOBATLCA AJMHHBIMM Nanbuamu MNaTpuca, BNUBABWUMUCA B
OKOHHble CTBOPKM, €ro CTPOMHOM OCaHKOM, a bosblie BCEro — HO YXe TOJ/IbKO MbIC/IEHHO —
ero B3rfsAOM, YCTPEM/IeHHbIM HAa Mope U Hebo.

— MHe b6bl Tak XOTeNioCb.. — Hayana 6bo KaTpuH, HO 3anHynacb Ha nosycsoBe, He
oTpbiBaA rna3 ot laTtpwuca.

NMonb3yacb 3aTullbeM, B MOpe Ha4danu MNosBMATbLCA MapPyCHble CYAEHblKK. Mpoxoas Mo
(hapBaTepy, OHW HAMOJIHA/IA €ro MJIECKOM CBOWUX MOJIOTHAHbLIX KPbUIbEB, a MOTOM
YCTPEMNANUCL B OTKpbITOE MOpe, OCTaBnAs 3a cobon neHucTble 60opo3apl. C TOro MmecTa,
OTKYJa Ha HUX CcMOTpena KaTpuH, OHU Ka3auCb el cTaen 6enoKpbinbiX NTUL, BbIMXCA
BOKpPYr MnaTtpuca. OH, HaKoHel,, NOYyBCTBOBajs Ha cebe ee 6e3MONBHLIN B3rnaj.
ObepHyncsa, B381 3a pyKu, nNpuBsek K cebe.

— HMKOrjaa M HM OT Yero He oTpekancs, KaTpuH. B Tebe TbMa pa3HbIX AOCTOMHCTB, U
camoe AparoleHHoe M3 HUX — 3TO YYBCTBO CYACTbA. TO/IbKO HE XAM, 4YTO CYACTbe
npuaeT BMeCTe C MYXYMHOW. CKOJMIbKO XEeHWWH COBepwawT TaKkyw ownbky! CyacTbe — B
Tebe camoi, HYXHO JiMllb AOXAATbCHA €ro.

— la 9 U He Xanywcb, MaTpuc, — TUXO CKa3ana KaTpuH, obHuMMmas ero. — Celyac MHe
BAaXHO /Wb OAHO. UTObGLI Thl nobeper cebs.

TONBbKO TYT OH NO-HacCcTofAWeMy MNO4YyBCTBOBaJ/l, Ha KAKOM BO/Z1IOCKE BUCUT BCA €ro
caMoyBepeHHOCTb. Cepjalue CxasoCb OT TOCKJ/IMBLIX NpeadvYyBCTBUU.

— He cTouno 6bl roBopuTh 06 3TOoM cenyac.

OH CXBaTWl 4yeMoAaH W, CoOMAs NO KPYTOW NecTHUUe, 3awaran BHU3 NO Aopore, BbHwencs
Mexay ABYMS ONIMBKOBbIMM poljamMu. Bnepeau ero xaan lleHya, pa3BaivHbl Tunac,
npopocumne nosbiHbl, a eue — NwboBb, He OTMEYEHHAs HU HALEexXAOW, HU OoT4YasiHbeMm, [Aa
BOCNOMUHAHUSA O MPEexXHeM XU3HW, OTAAWWME YKCYCOM WU LBETOYHbIM apoMaTOM. OH
obepHynca. KaTpuH, MOMYa M He WENOXHYBWMCb, CMOTPEsa Ha Hero C BbiCOTbl XO/sMa.

Yaca uyepes aABa Mepco aobpanca Ao lleHya. B 3TOT MUI MOC/AeAHME JINIIOBblE TE€HU HOYU
ele CKOMb3WIN MO ero yXOoAswuM MnpsMO B MOpe OTKOCAM, A HA BEpWMHAX YXe 3aropajuncb
KpacHble U XenTble oTb/Necku 3apu. B 3TOM MecTe NpuU3eMUcTbie CaxesibCKUEe XOJIMb,
TAHyWMecCs AO CaMoOro ropuM3oHTa, BCNy4YMBaIUCb NOAOOHO XpebTy OrpoMHOro 3Beps,
YTObbl 3aTeM HM3BEPrHYTbCA C BbICOTHl B MOPCKYI MYYMHY. KYMJE€HHbIM MaTpucoM A0M
CTOsAN HA NOC/AeAHUX OTporax, B COTHE MeTPOB OT 30/I0TUCTOWM, TMbiWylen XapoM BOAbI.
Jlom 6bln ABYX3TaxHbli, HaBepXy pacnosaranacb BCEro ojHa, HO 3aTO MPOCTOpHas
KOMHaTa, BbIXOAsWass C OAHOW CTOPOHbI Ha caj nepej AOMOM, a C APYroM — Ha
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NPoAONIroBaTylw Teppacy C BUAOM Ha 3aJMB. Mepco npowes npsMo Tyaa. Mope yxe Hayano
ObIMUTbCS, €ro CMHEeBa CTaHOBMIACb BCe rnybxe, a ApKO-KpacHble NAUTbI, ycTuaawwme
Teppacy, C KaxibiM MAIOM BCe CWU/ibHee paenu u bnucTtanu. BblbeneHHyw M3BECTKOW
banwcTpasy obBuBanu noberv BeNUKOMENHbIX PO3, YKpaleHHble MepBbMU LBETaMU. PO3bl
6binnM 6enbiMM, M Te M3 HUX, UYbM paCNyCTUBIIMECS OYTOHbl OTYET/IMBO BbIAENANUCH Ha (oHe
Mops, Taumnum B cebe KaKyw-TO OCOBEHHYW, MOYTU MIOTCKYKW YNPYrocTb W MbIlWHOCTb. OAHA
M3 HUXHUX KOMHAT BbIXOAWIA HA MNepBble OTPOru lleHya, nopocume QPyKTOBbIMU AepPeBbAMU,
a ABe Apyrux — Ha caj v Mope. B capy pocnu ABe MWHUKU, B3AbMaBLMe B HebO CTBOJbI
HEeMOMepPHOW BbICOThbI, YBEHYAHHble XeNTOBATO-3e/IeHbIMU KpOoHamu. U3 poma
NPOCMAaTPUBANOCH TOJIbKO MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY [AEpPEeBbAMU Aa M3Jy4yMHa 3anMBa. Mepco
JONro Creaun, Kak MOSIBUBWMWACS HAa FOPU3OHTE KPOXOTHLIA MApPOXOAMK MOHEMHOIY
oA0NeBaeT pPacCTOsiHMEe OT OAHOro CTBOMA AO APYroro.

34eCb-TO eMy W MpPeACTOfAsI0 XUTb. CNOPY HET, KpacoTa OKPEeCTHbIX MecT Tporasna ero
cepaue. U3-3a Hee OH, COBCTBEHHO, W Npuobpen >TOoT AOM. HO nepejpiika, KOTOPYKW OH
Hajeanca 3aecb npuobpecTu, Tenepb nyrana ero. OAUMHOYECTBO, K KOTOPOMY OH TakK
YMNOPHO CTPEMMUICA, OKa3a/loCb MCTOYHMKOM TpPeBOru, obOCTpuUBIIENCA C Tex Nop, KakK OH
ycnen 3pecb ornsajeTbCs. JlepeByllka pacnosiaranacb HEnoAaNeky, BCEro B HECKOJIbKUX
COTHAX MeTpoB. OH Bbilen U3 AoMy. OT AOPOrM OTXOAWNA TPOMUHKA, BeaAylas MNpsaAMO K
Mopw. CTynuB Ha Hee, OH BMepBble 3aMeTWI, 4YTO Ha APYrOM KOHLE 3aJvBa BUAHeeTCH
OCTPOKOHEeYHas BeplMHa Tunacbl. Ha Hel BbIPMCOBLIBA/IMCb MO3J1AllEHHbIE COJTHLEM KOJIOHHbI
Xpama, a BOKPYr HUX — ApeBHWE pa3Ba/iNHbl, 3aPOCWMEe MOJbIHbI0, MOXOXEN M3jasneka Ha
obnbiceBllee M nocejeBllee OBeYbE PYHO. Mepco noAymMasn, 4YTO MIOHbCKMMKM Beyepamu BeTep
JOHOCUT cCioga 3amnax COrpeTor COJIHUEM MNOJbIHU.

EMY HYXHO OblIO OCBOUTbLCS, ODXMTbLCA HA HOBOM MecCTe. fepBble AHU MPOMENbKHYN
He3aMeTHO. OH 6enun CcTeHbl U3BECTbl, MOKynaa B ANXUpe 3aHABeCKW, Ha4yaa MpoOBOAUTb
3/1eKTPUYeCcTBO. U 3a 3TUMM TpyAaMu, MpepbiBAeMbIMM NUWb AAA TOro, 4Tobbl NMepeKkyCcuTb
B [ePeBeHCKOW FOCTUHULLE Aa WCKYNaTbCsA, OH MOYTWU 3abbul, 3avem coga npuexan. Ero
OTBNEKaNM YCTaNoCTb, JIOMOTA B KOCTAX M 3yj B HOrax, OMaceHMs HacyeT TOro, XBaTuT
N1 eMy U3BEeCTKM, 3aboTbl O MOYMHKE BbIK/YATENS B Kopuiaope. Ho4yeBas OH B FOCTUHMULE
M TaM Maso-rnoMasy nepe3HaKOMUCA CO BCEN AEepeBYWKOW: C MAPHAMMU, KOTOpble 3aAXOAUIU
Tyla MO BOCKPECEHbAM MOUrpaTb B PYCCKWUMA bunnuvapa waM nUHr-noHr (KopoTas 3a 3TuM
3aHATUEM LLenble 4achbl, OHU POBHbIM CHETOM HUYEro He 3aKa3biBa/IM U TeM MNPUBOAUIU
X03AIMHA B b6elleHCTBO); C AeByllKamu, FynsBWMMKM NO Beyepam BAONb bepera (OHM
JepXanucb 3a PyKM M MeperoBapuvBaliMCb, UYyTb-UYyTb XEMaHHO pacTsArMBas OKOHYaHMUSA
C/I0OB) ; C OAHOPYKWUM pbibakoMm Mepe3oM, MOCTABAABWMM B FOCTUHULLYY CBOM YJIOB. 34eCb Xe
OH NOBCTpeYan M AepeBeHCKOro Bpaya, bepHapa. Korga B gome 6bin, HakoHel,, HaBejAeH
MOJIHbIA MOPSAAOK, Mepco nepeHec TyAa CBOU MOXUTKU U BOT TYT-TO OH MOYTU OYHYNCH OT
3abbITbsA. Bbl1 yxe Bevyep. MepCo pacnofioXMACA B KOMHATe HAa BTOPOM 3Taxe, 3a OKHAMU
KOTOpoW ABa MuMpa BeNnuM CAop M3-3a MPOCTPaHCTBA MexAay ABYMS MUHUSAMKU. B OAHOM U3
HUX, MOYTU MPO3PAYHOM, MHOXUIUCL 3Be3Abl. B Apyrom, 6onee MJIOTHOM U TEMHOM,
C/bllAasCA TAWHCTBEHHbIN MAEeCK Mops.

Jlo CuX Mop OH 6bUT NOCTOSAHHO YeM-TO 3aHAT: TO BCTpedyan paboymx, KOTOpble NoMoranu
eMy yCcTpouTbCsi, TOo 60NnTan C XO3SMHOM Kaje. A Tenepb OCO3HaN, YTO €My HeKoro
bonblle BCTpeyaTb — M 3aBTpa U BoobIle HUKOrAA, U 4TO OH OCTanCA AINLOM K ALY C
TeM CambiM OAMHOYECTBOM, K KOTOPOMY TaK CTPEMU/ICA. B 3TOT MW eMy MoKasasocCb, 4YTO
3aBTpalHUA JeHb HeWMOBEpHO Aanek. Ho oH ybeaun cebs, 4YTO UMEHHO 3TOro eMy U
XOTeNIoCb: OCTaTbCA HaejuMHe C camuMm cobol Ha HeCKOHeYHO AONTUM CPOK, BMIOTbH A0
camon cMepTu. OH pewnn elle NOCUAETb, MOKYpPUBAsA M pa3Mmbiiifis, HO 4YacaM K ABYM HOYMU
Hayan KjeBaTb HOCOM M yjercs cnaTb. Ha c/leaywwvn AeHb MPOCHYNCA NO3AHO, 4YacoB B
necATb, MNPUMroToBUN cebe 3aBTpakK U Nepekycwun, Aaxe He ycrneB NobpuTbca u
npuyecaTbCsA: CKa3sblBasacb Jierkas ycTanocTb. A nocje 3aBTpaka, BMECTO TOro 4YTobbl
OTNPaBUTbLCA B BaHHYW, OH CTaj C/IOHATLCA M3 KOMHATbl B KOMHaTYy, ANCTaTb XypHanbl U
B KOHLE KOHLUOB CTpaWHo obpajaoBancsa, YBMAEB OTOWEAWWA OT CTEeHbl BbiKJW4YaTeNb, U
NPUHANCA €ro UYMHUTL. B 3TO BpeMs B ABepb MOCTydanu. Ha nopore cTosAn
MasIbYMWKA-PACCbITbHbIA U3 TOCTUHWLbI, OH MPUHEC 3aBTPaK, 3aKa3aHHblil MaTpUCoM
HakaHyHe. [JlenaTb 6bUI0 Heyero: Mepco CHOBA YyCesCcA 3a CTOM, HexXoTA noen, 4YTobbl
6noaa He ycnenu OoCTbiITb, a NOTOM Pa3Ba/INICA HA AMBaHE B OAHOM M3 HUXKHUX KOMHAT,
3aKypua U caMm He 3aMeTu/l, Kak ero CMOpu/a COH. [pPOCHYJ/CA OH, 37104 cam Ha cebs,
Koraa 6bUio yxe yeTbipe yaca. YMbUICS, TWATeNbHO NoBpWUNCA, HaKOHEL-TO OAenca U cen
nucaTb NUCbMa: OAHO — JIOCbeHe, ApYroe — TpeM CTyAeHTKaMm. Korga OH MOKOHYMA C
3TuM, 6bII0 yXe No3AHO, HacTynana Hoyb. TeM He MeHee OH OTNPABWICA B AEPeBYUKY,
6pocnn nMcbMa B MNOYTOBLIA AWMK U BepHyncs obpaTHO, He BCTPETMB MO AOPOre HU AVIK.
NogHAanca k cebe B cCnanbHi U BblWen Ha Teppacy. Mope bHecepoBaso C HOYbW Ha
nobepexbe U Cpean pa3BajnH. OH 3aAymancsd. BOCNOMUHAHWA 06 3TOM NOTEPSAHHOM AHe
OTpaBNANM eMmy Ayuwy. HO BRnepeAu OCTABA/ICA LE/bii BeYyep: MOXHO 6biio mopaboTaTh,
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XOTb YeM-HMOYAb 3aHATbLCA, HYy, HanpuMMep, MOYMTATb WM COBEPWMTb HOUYHYI MPOrY/KY.
CKpUMHyna CcajfioBas KaJMTKa, TOT Xe Majbyuika NpPUHEC eMy YXWH. Mepco nporosojancs
M No3TOMYy noeja C anneTuToM, a NOTOM MOYYBCTBOBA/S, YTO Y HEro HeT CWA BbINTU.
Pewun neyb M MNoAoSblle NMoYMTaTb. HO C NepBbIX Xe CTpaHuu, rnasa Hayanau caunaTbes,
OH 3aCHY/N M HayTpo ONATb BCTa/l OYEeHb MO3JHO.

Mepco nonbiTancsa 60poTbCA C 3TUM HaBaXAeHMEM. [0 Mepe TOro Kak TAHYAUCb AHMU,
LLe/IMKOM 3aMOJSIHEHHbIE CKPWUMOM KAJIMTKU U AbIMOM OECUYMCIIEeHHbIX CUrapeT, OH BCe bosble
ybexaancsa B HEeCOOTBETCTBMM MexAy pelleHVWeM, MNPUBeAWMM €ro K TaKOM XM3HU, U CaMOoM
3TON XU3HbKW. KAaK-TO BeYepoM OH Cobpasncsa C AYyXOM W Hanucan JilCcbeHe, MNpocs ee
npuexaTb, HAapywMmB TeM CaMbiM OAMHOYECTBO, K KOTOPOMY TakK cTpemuncs. OTnpaBuB
NMACbMO, OH MOYYBCTBOBAN XIyYuh CThiL. HO Korpa JllocbeHa npuexana, 3TOT CThbif
pacTasn B ropHwie rnynon n 6e3ornsgHon pajocTu, OXBaTWBLWIEN ero npu Buae 6JN3KOro
cywecTtBa, NpU MbICIM O TOM ObferyeHun, KOTOpoe AAPOBASIO €My CaMO MPUCYTCTBUE
JlocbeHbl. OH BCSAYeCKU ybnaxan ee, 6bU1 BHUMATENEH U npepynpeauTeNieH, a OHa
CMOTpesia Ha BCe 3TO C HEKOTOpbIM YAMBAEHMEM, 3aHMMAACH J1aBHbIM 0OPA30OM CBOUMMU
NOMOTHSHBIMU NATbAMU .

Tenepb OHUM BMeCTe BbIXOAUIN HaA MNPOrYJIKU. ObHuMmas JiocbeHy 3a nne4ym, MepCo BHOBb
o6peTan conpuM4acTHOCTb MUpY, usbaenanca ot Tep3aBUWMX ero TauHbIX CTpaxoB. HO He
npowno v AByX AHeW, KakK JiloCbeHa eMy HaCKyuyuia. WU Haao xe 6bi10 CNyyYnTbCA, 4YTO
MMEHHO Torja, BO BpeMa yXMHa, OHA W Npeajioxuia emy XuUTb BMecTe. He noaHumasa rnas
OT Tapesikm, MepCO HaoTpe3 oTKa3alcs.

NnomonyaB, JllOCbeHa 693pa3ﬂMHHHM TOHOM pobaBuna:

— BbIXOAUT, Tbl MEHA He Nobulb .

Mepco noaHan rososy. Ee rnasa 6bIIM MOMHLI C/ie3. OH CMATYUICS:

— Hy 4TO Tbl, Masbiika, A HUKOrAa >TOro He roBopu.

— BepHO, — CKa3ana JiloCbeHa, — HO 3TO JiMlb NOATBEpXAAaeT MOW CJ/I0Ba.

Mepco BCTaJl U noaouwesn K OKHY. Mexay ABYMA NMUHUAMU KUWeM B HOYU 3Be34bl. bBbiTb
MOXeT, HUKOorga A0 CUX NOop ero He Myyumna Takaad TOCKa U TaKoe oTBpalleHune K
becuenbHo npoBejeHHbIM 34eCb AHAM.

— Tbl YepTOBCKWM Xopoua, JilCbeéHa, — CKa3aJl OH. — A bonblWwero MHe U He HYXHO. U A He
npouwy y Tebs bonbwero. TBOEW KpaCoTbl HaM BMNOJIHE AO0CTATOYHO.

— S 3Haw, — noaTBepauna oHa. loBepHy/sacb CUMHOﬁ K MaTpucy n npuHAanacb BOAUTHb
KOHYMKOM HOXa Mo cKaTepTu. OH nojowesi K Heu, MNOJIOKUI PYKW HA nNjaeyu.

— He cywecTByeT, MOBepb MHe, BEJINKOW CKOpbu, BENIMKOro packasHbfA, HEUCTPebumbix
BOCMOMWHAHMN. BcCe 3abbiBaeTcs, Aaxe Benukas /ioboBb. ITO OYeHb FPYCTHO M B TO Xe
BpeMsi NMPUHOCUT YyTelleHne. ECTb TONIbKO OnpefeNieHHbin B3rNsA4 Ha Bewwu, Bpems OT
BPeMeHU Aapyembii Ham obCcTosTenbCTBaMM. BOT movyemy BCe-TaKW Jydle WUCAbITATb XOTb
pa3 B XU3HU BENUKYW CTPacCTb, HeCYACTHYW NiWb6OBb. B 3TOM — eAMHCTBEHHOEe onpaBAaHue
Toro 6ecnpuMyMHHOrO OT4YasiHbsl, KOTOpOe rHeTeT BCeX Hac.

Nomonyae, Mepco pobaBwun:

— He 3Hal, MoWMeWwb NN Tbl MEHS.

— hymaw, 4TO noﬁmy, — oTBeTuna JiwCcbeHa, pe3KO MNOBEpPHYBWUCb K HeMy. — MHe
KaXeTcda, 4TO Tbl HeCHYacCT/IUB.

— 4 byay CYaCT/IMBbIM, — MOYTU BLIKPUKHYNT Mepco. — JlO/XKEH UM bbiTb. WM 3a/iorom Tomy —
3Ta HOYb, 3TO MOpe U MOsA pyKa Yy Tebsa Ha nieve.

06epHYBWMCb K OKHY, OH ele Kpenye OBHAN JIOCbeHy.

— Heyxenu y Tebs HeT ANA MeHs Jaxe KanejbKu APYXKeCKUX YyBCTB? — He TNsAsf B ero
CTOpPOHY, Cnpocuna JiuChbeHa.

NnaTpuc onycTWICA HA KOJIeHU, MPWibHYB rybamu K ee njeuvy.
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— JlpyXeckue 4yyBCTBa? Hy, KOHEYHO. Takue Xe, Kak f MUTaw K HouM. Tbl — oTpaga Moux
rnas, u Tebe nNM He 3HATb, 4YTO ANSA 3TOM OTpajpl Y MeHA B cepiue Bcerja HauaeTcs
MeCTeuyKo.

Ha cneaywlulee yTpo OHA yexasna. A ele 4yepe3 AeHb, He B Cuilax CAaAUTb C CaAMUM
coboii, Mepco cen 3a pyab WU OTNpPaBUACA B Anxup. MepBbiM aenom nobbiBan B «Jome
nepea NUUOM Mupa». CTYAeHTKU obewann HaBeCTUTb €ro B KOHLe Mecsua. MoToM pewunn
B3r/ISHYTb Ha pOAHblE MecTa. B JgoMe, rjae OH KOraa-To XwWn, Tenepb Obil OTKPLIT
Kaba4yok. OH MouMHTepecoBasiCA cyabbon bo4yapa, HO HUKTO He CMOI eMy CKa3aTb HUYEro
TONKOBOIro: Bpofe 6bl TOT yexan B Mapux uUckaTb paboTy. Mepco npolwesncs no
KBapTanam. B pecTopaHe Cenecta He 6bUsio, B 0OOWEM, HUKAKUX MEpeMeH, pa3Be 4YTO Cam
X03AUH U3PAAHO nocTapen. B yray, BCe C TakKWMM Xe BaXHbiM BWAOM, BoOCcCeja
YaxOTOYHbIM PeHe. OHM 06pafoBa/IMCb MNOSABEHMIO Mepco, Aa M caM OH b6bin pacTporad
3TOW BCTpeyen.

— Koro s BUXy! — BOCK/IMKHYyn CenecTt. — [la Tbl COBCEM He u3MeHwnca! Hy HU Kanenbku!
- ¥Yry, — noaTBepaun Mepco.

Ero BOCXUTWUNA nopa3uTenbHas clenoTa Jiofen, OT/JIMYHO CO3HaWWMX MnepemMeHbl B CaMmx
cebe, HO CuMTaWWMX, YTO BCE OCTaAJsIbHble AOJIXHbI BEYHO OCTABATbCA TAKUMM, KAKUMU OHMU
nx cebe KoOraa-To MNpeAcTaBAsAAN. HeyAUBUTENbHO, YTO U O HEM OHW CYAWIN MO MPEXHUM
MepKaMm, Kak o cobake, y KOTOPOW He MeHsAeTCs XapaKTep. 3HAYUT, J0AM CMOTPAT Apyr
Ha Apyra He MHaye Kak Ha cobak. Yem nydywe Cenecrt, PeHe U BCe OCTaJibHble 3HAU
Mepco B NpOWIOM, TeM HENOHSITHEM CTaN OH AN HUX Tenepb: He YesloBeK, a Kakas-To
3arajioyHas, HeobuTaemas nnaHeTa. TeM He MeHee PacCCTA/IMCb OHU MO-APYXECKWU. Bbinas
M3 pecTopaHa, OH CTOJIKHY/JCA C MapToW. YBUAEB ee, OH MOAyMasa, 4yTO MOYTU 3abbil O
He’m M B TO Xe BpeMmMsi He OCTaBNAN HafexAbl HA 3Ty BCTpeyvyy. OHA no-npexHemy 6bina
pa3masieBaHHOW 6OrMHen. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI K HEW ryyxoe, HO He OCOBEHHO CWbHOEe
BOXAeNeHne. OHW Mownu BMecTe.

— O MaTpuc, — nposeneTasia OHAa, — KakK A paja TebAa BMAETb. UYTO noaenbiBaellb?
— Huyero, Kak Buauuwb. locenusca 3a ropoaoMm.

— 3TO Xe NpoCTO WMKapHo. 4 Bcerjga meyrtana o TaKoOW XU3HU. — Nomosyas, pobasuna: —
3Haewb, a BeAb A Ha Tebss HUCKOMEYKU He CepxycCb.

— Hy, euwe 6w, — paccmessncsa Mepco, — Tl Belb, HaBEPHO, MUIOM yTeWwWnach.

HO TyT MapTa 3aroBopwuia C HUM TaKMM TOHOM, KOTOPOro OH OT HE€e paHblleé HUKOorja He
CablXan:

— MNocnywan, He byab TAaKWUM 3JI0KOW. S MpekpacHO NoHMMasna, 4YTO 3TUM BCe Yy Hac "
KOHYUTCSA. Tbl OblT KAKUM-TO CTPaHHbBIM TUNOM. A A — BCEro J/iMilb MajieHbKOW AeBOYKOW,
Kak Tbl roBopun. Hy Tak BOT, Korga BCe 3TO C/Ay4YunoCb, A NPsAMO camMa He CBOS Obiia
oT obuapl. HO NoTom coobpasunia, UYTO Thl MOMNPOCTY HECYACTHbIU YesioBeK. W 0T elle 4To,
Jaxe He 3Haw, Kak Nydwe cka3aTb. Hy, B obuem, s Toraa BnepBble NOYyBCTBOBasaa, 4YTO
Haw pomaH obepHyncsa AnS MeHA U ne4vyanbio, U PajgocTbio.

Mepco YyCTaBW/ICA Ha Hee, He Beps CBOMM YyllaM. M BHe3anmHO A0 Hero Jowio, 4YTo MapTa
BCErja O4YeHb XOPOWO K HeMy OTHOCWNAaChb. MpUHANA ero TakWM, KakuMm OH 6bl, u3baBuna
B KAKOW-TO CTeneHu OT OAMHOYeCTBA. A OH Obl1 HecnpaBeA/IMB K Hel. lepeoleHUBan ee
B CWNY CBOEro BoObpaxeHMs WM TWeECNAaBUS — U B TO Xe BPeMS FOpAbIHA He Mo3Bonsna emy
no-HacTosleMy BO34aTb €l [AOJIXHOe. TOJIbKO Tenepb OH ypa3yMes XeCTOKUA napajokc,
3acTaBAAwWMA HAC ABaxApl 0bMaHbIBATbLCA B TeX, KOro Mbl JiobMM: CHadyana — BO3Bbiwas
X, NOTOM — pa3BeHYMBad. OH MOHAN, YTO MapTa Befa cebd C HUM COBEPLUIEHHO
€CTeCcTBeHHO, 6blna TakoW, Kakas OHAa eCTb, M 3a OAHO 3TO OH AONXeH bbiTb ew
bnarogapeH.

MOPOCWUN MeNKUA AOXAWK, B ero nefieHe pacn/biBajuCb U APOXanu YAUYHblE OFHU. naas
CKBO3b 3TY MCKPAWYWCA CeTb Ha BHE3anHO Nocepbe3HeBWee JULO MapTbl, Mepco
No4YyBCTBOBaN, YTO €ro pacnupaeT OT KaKoOM-TO cne3nuBo 6narofapHoCTU, KOTOPYW OH
He MOI TOJIKOM Bblpa3uTb, HO B MHOE BpeMsa MPUHAN Bbl 32 4YTO-TO, MOXOXee Ha J/bOBbL.
A celyac emy yAaBasioCb BblIaBUTb M3 Ceba NMllb HECKOMbKO XaJKUX CNOB:

— Tbl 3HaelWb, A BCe-Taku nwbniw Tebs. U gaxe Tenepb, byAb 3TO B MOMX CUNaX..
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— He cTouT, — ynblbHynacb oHa. — BeAab S euwe mosioga. M, B CYWHOCTU, HUYEro He
nvuwunacb, BeAb npaBja xe?

EMy OCTABaJioCb TOJIbKO KMBHYTb. UTO 3a nponacTb Npofierna Mexay HUMU, HecMoTpsa Ha
BCO WX TaWHyw 6aAM30CTb!

NMpoBOAUB ee A0 AOMY, OH CTaj nNpouwaTbCsA. [epxa HajA rojoBOM 30HTUK, OHA CKasana:
— Hajewcb, Mbl elle yBUAUMCS.
— Yry, — oTOo3BaJicCi Mepco. OHa nevyasibHO YJbIOHYNaCh.

— A Tbl HUCKOJIbKO He KM3MeHuNnacCb, — CKa3aJsl OH. — HM AaTb HU B3ATb — Ta Xe
ManieHbKaAa AeBOYKa.

CTynuB noj, ABEPHOM HABeC, OHA 3akpbiia 30HTUK. MaTpPUC NPOTAHYN el PyKM U B CBOM
yepesd ynblbHynca:

— Jlo CBMAaHbA, MWbIA Mpu3pak!

OHa nopbLIBUCTO 0bHANMa ero, pacuesnoBasna B obe wekn n b6erom nyctuiacb BBEpX MO
necTHMUe. A MepCo OCTasiCs MojA AOXKAEM, BCe ele YyBCTBYS Ha CBOMX WeKaX XOJIOAHbIA
HOC U XapKue rybbl MapTbl. DTOT HEOXWUAAHHBIA U BECKOPLICTHLIM Mouenyn bbul Tak xe
YUCT, KaK TOT, YTO OH MNONYYMN KOrAa-TO OT BECHYWYATOM BEHCKOM LWIOXM.

BCce 3TO He nomewaso emy OTNpaBUTbCA K JloCbeHe, MepeHo4YeBaTb Yy Hee, a HayTpo
NpeanoXnTb el BMecTe NporynsaTbCsA No OynbBapaM. Bbl10 OKOJIO MOAYAHA, KOraa OHWU
Bbil1M. OpaHXeBble N0AKM 06CbIXasM HA COJIHLE CNOBHO YeTBEPTYWKU anenbCUHOB. onybu
M UX TEHU TO CsieTaln K camon BoAe, TO JIEHUBOM AYrOW B3MbiIBasM BBbICh. Crerka
npunekano sApKoe COMHUE. YepHO-KPACHbIM MOYTOBLIA CaMoneT MPoryAen Haja UX rosoBamu
M, Habupas CKOpoCTb, MOHecCCcs MPsSAMO K TOW OCAenUTeslbHOM MOJIOCKe, YTO NeHunacb Ha
CTbike Heba M MopsA. OHU C NEerkow 3aBUCTbID NOCMOTPenu emy BCaem,.

— Be3eT Xe KoMy-TO, — B340XHYyJa JioCbeHa.
- ha, — cornacunca nNartpuc, a npo cebs noagymasn, 4TO HUCKOJZIbKO He 3aBuayeT 3TOMYy
Be3eHUlo.

He To 4TObbl OH Obl1 PAaBHOAYLUIEH K NepeMeHe MecT, NyTewecTBUAM, HOBbIM HAYMHAHUAM:
NPOCTO 3HajN, YTO BCe 3TO BbI3bIBAET MNpPeACTaBfieHME O CYACTbe TOJSIbKO B JIEHUBBIX W
6e3BONbHbIX Ayllax. Ha camMoM Xe Jene — 3TO Bblbop, coOBepluaeMbli YNOPHOM U TPe3BOK
BONeN. «BoNem K CYacCTbl, a He BOJIeM K OTpeyvyeHul», — BCMOMMHAN Mepco C/ioBa
3arpesi. OH OBHAN JIlOCbeHY, €ro /afOoHb KOCHY/aCb €€ XapKOM M HEeXHOW rpyau.

TeM Xe Be4yepoMm, BO3BpallasCb Ha MawuMHe B lleHya, Mepco rnspen Ha B3AyBUMECS OT
JOXAA py4YbM, HA rpsajy XOJIMOB BMnepeayM — U YyBCTBOBAJI, KAaK e€ro Aylwown OBlajeBaeT
HemMass NycToTa. OH CTO/MIbKO pa3 MbITAJICA HayaTb BCe CHA4yana, OCMBICINTb MPEXHI0
XM3Hb, YTO B KOHLE KOHLOB OCO3HaJl, YeM OH XOTe/s W YeM He XoTesn 6bl GbiThb.
NMoTepsHHble, MOCTbIAHbIE AHW, MPOBEAEHHble C/IOBHO B CMNAYKe, KA3aJMCb eMy Tenepb
CTO/Ib X€ OMacHbM, CKOJib U HEOBXOAUMbIM WUCMbLITAHWEM. OH MOl BTAHYTbCS B 3TY CHAYKY
M pa3oM noTepATb €AUHCTBEHHYKW BO3MOXHOCTb CAMOOMNpaBAAHUA. HO 4yTO nojenaelb,
HYXHO OblJIO NpPOUTU 4Yepe3 3TO.

Nepeknyas KOpobky cCkopocTen, BepTA OapaHky, Mepco Maso-rnoMany MNPOHUKANCA TOW
YHU3UTENbHON M B TO Xe BpeMs 6ecCLeHHOM MCTUHOM, UYTO AMKOBMHHOE cyacTbe, K
KOTOpPOMY OH TaK CTpemMwsCcsi, CBOAUTCS, B CYWHOCTWU, K pPaHHEMY MOAbeEMY, perysisipHbIM
BOAHbIM Mpouesypam, CO3HATEeNbHbIM FMIMEHUYECKUM HaBblkam. OH FHa/l MawWHy BCe
bbicTpern, TOponsaCb BOCMNONb30BATbLCA 3TUM O3apeHueM, 4YTOobbl UMEHHO TaK U YyCTPOUTbCH
B HOBOW XW3HM, KOTOpas BNpeab He noTpebyeT OT HEro HUKaAKUX YCUIU. UTOObI
NOAYUHUTbL CBOE [AbIXaHWe TNYOUHHOMY PUTMY BPEMEHU U XU3HWU.

Ha cneaywijee yTpo OH BCTasl MopaHblie U TYyT Xe CnyCTUACA K MOpPW. PaccBeT yxe
pa3ropefnica BOBCW, YTPO 3BeHeN0 OT nTuybero uwebera v wenecta KpbibeB. HO COJMHLE
eiBa-eJBa NPOrasHyNO0 Ha FOpPU3OHTe, W Korjga Mepco Bouwen B TYCKAYl BOAY, eMmy
nMoKa3aNioCb, YTO OH MMbIBET B KAKUX-TO HEACHBIX CymMepKax. HO BOT, HaKoOHel,, B3OWio
COJMIHUE, W OH NOrpy3wn PyKU B CTPYyKW NeAsiHOrO W afioro 30/i0Ta. [JOMOW OH BepHyncs
604pbiM, FOTOBbIM K JI0BbIM MCMbLITAHMAM. WM HayMHaa CO CAeAylllero yTpa cnyckaicsa K
MOPI0 elle A0 BOCXO4a COMHUA, HabupasaCb 3HEPruMuM Ha BeCb AeHb. BHayane 3TU KynaHua
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He ToNbKO B36aapuBann, HO U YTOMASIN ero, BAMBAA BMeCTe C 3apsAAoM 3Hepruu
KaKyw-To OnaxeHHyw cnaboCcTb, Tak YTO MOTOM OH Lesbii AeHb MpebbiBan B COCTOSHUU
CYACT/IMBOrO0 TOM/IEHUA. WU BCe-TAKU AHU TAHYJUCb 4Yyepecyyp MeAsIeHHO. OH ele He
Hayuyuncs BbICBODOXAATb BpeMmMs M3-MNOoA ChnyAa NPUBLIYEK, CIYXMBUMX €My TOYKOW OoTcyeTa.
EMYy POBHbIM CYETOM Heyero 6bUI0 AenaTb — U MOTOMY BpPeMs HUKyAa He TOPONWIOChH.
Kaxpas MMHyTa cama no cebe 6bina 4yyaom, HO eMmMy noka ewe He ObUIO AaHO 3TO
0CO3HaTb. BO BpeMs NyTeWeCTBMA AHM Ka3a/MCb DECKOHeYHbIMU, B KOHTOpe Le/ible Heaenu
nponeTasn MrHOBEHHO, a Tenepb, JUWMBWACL MPUBBIYHBIX MEPOK, OH TWETHO MbITaNCs
OTbICKATb MX B 3TOM HOBOM XM3HM, C KOTOPOM OH He 3Han YTO Aenatb. WHOraa oH 6pan
yachl, CMOTpen, Kak bonblas cTpenka NoA3eT OT OAHOM UMDPbl K APYrOW, M TONbKO AMBY
JlaBasiCsi, HACKO/NbKO OECKOHEYHbIMA KaXyTCsi KakMe-HMbyab MATb MUHYT. MMEHHO 3Ta
3abaBa M OTKpbIA €My TEPHUCTHIA U MYYUTENbHBIN NYyTb K BENIUKOMY WCKYCCTBY
HUYeroHegenaHbsi. OH npuydyan cebs K nporynkam. WHOW pa3, waras BAOJb nobepexbs,
pobupancs Ao pa3BaJiMH Ha MPOTUBOMOJIOKHOW OKOHEYHOCTU 3anvBa. JIOKWICA TaMm NpsAMO
Ha 3em/il0 Cpeau KYCTUKOB MOJbIHA WU, YYBCTBYS NOA PYKOM Tenno APEBHUX KaMHewn,
OTKpblBAN rnasa M cepaue HEeBbIHOCMMOMY BEeMYMI0 MblWyWMX XapoMm Hebec. MpuHOpaBnMBas
bveHMe KpOBM K APOCTHOM NynbCaluM NOCAENoNYyAeHHOrOo COJIHUA, K COHHOMY CTPeKOTaHu
UMKAA, OH HAbnwaan, Kak BbiBeTWee OT 3HOA HebO MOCTEeneHHO HANIMBAETCHA YUCTenwen
ronybusHon, a NoTOM, MPOBETPUBWMCHL, pPaCUBETAEeT 3e/IeHbld U CTPYUT JTACKOBYKW Hery Ha
ele He OCTbIBWME pa3BajiMHbl. [OMOM OH BO3BpaWasiCA pPaHO U TyT Xe 3aBajMBajsCA CnaThb.
MoAYUHAACH YepeAoBaHUKW PACCBETOB W 3aKATOB, €ro AHU MPUHOPABAMBANICL K UX PUTMY,
YbA HECNeWHOCTb M HeobbIMHOCTbL CTanM eMy TaK Xe Heobxoaumbl, Kak paHblwe 6bbina
Heobxoamma cnyxba B KOHTOpe, COH, pecTopaH. Ho Tenepb, Kak M TOoraa, Mepco
BXMBANCSA B 3TOT PUTM MOYTU Hecco3HaTenbHo. C TOW NUWb pPa3HULENn, 4YTO cenvyac OH
NMopow MoCTUran: Bpems LEeNUKOM MPUHAANEXUT eMy, U 3a TOT KPAaTKUM MUI, KOraa Mope
M3 anoro CTAHOBUTCA 3€e/IeHbiM, HEKUN OTCBET BEYHOCTU CKBO3WI €My B KAXAOW MPOXUTON
CeKyHAe. Hu cBepx4yesioBeyeCKOe CYaCTbe, HM BEYHOCTb HE OTKPbLIBAJINCb €My BHe
KpyroBpaweHuss aHen. CyacTbe ObUIO BMOJIHE YesIOBEYECKMM, a BEYHOCTb — OYAHWYHOW.
FNaBHOE COCTOSJI0O B TOM, 4YTOObl CMUPUTbLCHA, MOAYMHUTbL CepAaLe PUTMY AHEA, a He
NOArOHATb 3TOT PWUTM MOJA MeTaHWs YesloBeYeCcKoro ayxa.

NoaobHO TOMY, KaK BasTe/Nb AO/XEH YMeTb BOBPEMs OCTAHOBUTbCA, YJNOBUTb MUI, KOraa
JIMWHWA yaap pe3ua MOXeT UCMOPTUTb FOTOBYW CTaTylw, MPUYEM Hepa3ymHas BONSA
CNocobHa B 3TOM OTHOWEHUW COCAYXUTb €My fyuuylw CAyxby, 4yeMm camble W3OLWpeHHble
BbIKNIAAKU yMa, TaK Manas TOJMKA Hepa3yMHOCTU Heobxoauma TeM, KTO CTPeMUTCS
yBEeHYaTb CBOK XM3Hb CYACTbeM, TeM, KTO He CMOI 3TO CYacCTbe 3aBOeBaTh.

Mo BOCKpecCceHbsAM Mepco urpan B bunnmapa c pbibakom Mepe3om, Yy KOTOPOro ojHa pyka
6bi1a OTHATA Bbille JIOKTA. lepe3 OpyAoBas KMEM HAa CBOM MaHep, NpuUxaB ero K rpyau u
noAajepxuBas KysnbTel. MepCco He nepecTaBasl BOCXMWATbLCSA JIOBKOCTbH CTaporo poibaka u
no yTpam, Korja TOT BbIXOAWI B MOpe. 3axaB JieBOe BeC/I0 MOJ MblllKOW, CWIbHO
CKOCObOUMBWNCH, OH TOJNIKAJ €ro rpyAbl, a npasBbiM rpeb Kak 06bYHO, MpUYeM B3MaXU
oboux Becen 6bIM HA yAMBAEHME COrNacoBaHbl. Mepe3 OT/AMYHO FOTOBWI KapakaTul, B
COBCTBEHHOM COKY, MOJ OCTPbIM COYCOM. MepCco OXOTHO pa3jensn C HWUM Tpanesy,
noabupasa KyckoMm xfieba C 3acaneHHON CKOBOPOAKW UYEpHYW U XFyuyyw XuUXy. Kpome Toro,
Nepe3 6bi1 BEIMKMM MOJIYYHOM, U Mepco OCOBEHHO LEeHWN B HEM 3TO KayecTBO. WMHOrja Ha
3ape, nocsie KynaHbf, YBUAEB, KaK TOT CNycKaeT B Mope NOAKY, OH Noaxoaun nobnumxe:

— A MOXHO MHe C Bamu, [epe3?
— BansaunTe.

OHM BCTaBAAAN BeCsa B YKJIOYMHbI U APYXKHO rpebnu, cTapascb He NopaHUTb Hocble HOMM
O Kpw4KM nepemeTa. MNoTOM 3abpacbiBaiu nepemeT B MOpe, WU Mepco cieawn 3a fieckamu,
6necTAWMMM HA NOBEPXHOCTMU, 3bIOKMMM M YepHbMM B FnybuHe. ConHue Apobunocb B BoAe
Ha TbICAYN MeNbYaMMX OCKOJIKOB, MepcCo BAbIXAN TAXKKUM U yAYWIMBLIA 3anax, OTPbIXKY
NMy4YuHsl. Bpemsi OT BpeMeHu fepe3 CHUMAN C KPo4YKa MeNKyw pblibelky u Kuaan ee
obpaTHO, npuroBapuBas:

— CTynan-Ka, Masbll, K CBOeln Mame.

K OAMHHAALATW Yacam OHW BO3Bpawanncb, U Mepco, C pyKamu, obaenneHHbIMU
cepebpucToin yYelyen, C pacnyxuwmm OT COJIHLLA JIMLOM, Chewusn AOMOW, rae 6biio
npoxnafHo, Kak B norpebe, a Mepe3 HayMHan CTpANaTb ovyepesHoe pbibHoe 65040,
KOTOpOEe OHW BMeCTe ynjeTaNu 3a YXUHOM. Tak, JAeHb 3a JAHeM, Mepco oTaaBancs
TeyeHU0 BpeMeHW — 3TO 6bI0O HUYYTb He TpyAHee, 4YeM CKOJIb3UTb MO MOPCKWUM BOJIHAaM.
Mnnosew, NpoABUraeTcsa Bnepes Auub b6naroaaps APyXeCKoOW MNOAAepXKe BOAbl, A ANA Mepco
TaKoW MOAAEPXKKOW CHYXWIM CylMe MYCTAKU: AOCTATOYHO MPUIOXUTb NafloHb K CTBONY
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NMUHUM UK npobexaTbCs MO MASAXY, 4YTObBbl MOYYBCTBOBATb, YTO Thl elle LeS U HEeBPeauM.
Tak OH C/NMBaNCA C XWU3Hb B €e YUCTOM Buae, obpeTan pan, YroTOBaHHbIN MO0 CaMbIM
Hepa3yMHbIM, NIMOO HEMOMEPHO MYAPbLIM XWBbIM CylleCTBaM. W Aonas 4O TOW TOYKWU, rae
pa3yMm oTpuuaeT camoe cebs, nocTuran, HakoHel,, COHBCTBEHHYW WCTUHY, a BMEeCTe C HeMl
— BCW becnpeaenbHOCTb CBOEro BeM4YUA U J0bBU.

Bnarojaps 3HaKOMCTBY C JOKTOPOM BepHapoMm Mepco Npuobimics Ko BCeMy AepeBeHCKOMY
obuecTBy. B nepBbii pa3 OH BbI3BAN €ro Mo NOBOAY /SIeFKOro HeJAOMOraHusi, a MoTOM OHWU
Hayanu BUAETbLCSA MPOCTO TaK M Moavyac KO B3aUMHOMY YAOBOJIbCTBUIO. BepHap Toxe 6bin
Hepa3roBOpuYMB, HO B €ro rjasax, CKpbiTbIX O4KamMM B TONCTOW onpaBe, Mepuan oTbneck
rnybokoro v ropbkKoro yma. OH AO/FO0 NpPakTUKOBan B WHAOKUTae, a B COPOK neT
nepecenuncsa cwoja, B a/KUPCKY TNyllb, U BOT YK€ HECKONbKO JleT MUPHO XUn 3Aaecb C
XE€HOW, BbeTHAMKOW, HOCUBLIEN BbICOKUM WWHbOH U COBPEMEHHbI €BPONEeUCKUM KOCTHM, HO
He 3HaBWeN NOYTU HU C/ioBa NO-(paHLYy3CKU. BepHap Obll YeNOBEKOM HEeNnpUXOT/IUBbIM, MOl
YXUTbCA rAe yrogHo. OH nwbun CBOMX NaLUMEHTOB, a Te NAaTWINM eMy B3auMHOCTbW, Tak
YTO eMmy b6blIO N1Ierko BBeCTUM Mepco B MeCTHoe obwecTBo. MaTpuc 6bll yke Ha KOpOTKOW
HOre C XO3fMHOM TFOCTWHWLbI, ObIBWKWM TEHOPOM, KOTOPLIA NOUA pacneBaTb 3a CTOMKOM
apumM U3 «TOCKWU», a B nay3e Mexay AByMs GUOpUTypaMu ycrneBan MNPUrpo3uTb TPenkoun
XeHe. MaTpucy v BepHapy 6bIIO NpeasioxeHo BOWTU B KOMUTET MO opraHuM3aLuu
NpasgHUKOB. M Tenepb MO TOPKECTBEHHbIM AHAM, b6yab To 14 wwona wan Apyras cnasHas
JaTa, OHU pacxXxaxXuBasiu NO AepeBYyllKe C TPEeXLUBETHbIMA NOBA3KaMM HA pyKaBax Wau,
pacceBWNCb BMeCTe C APYrMMM YJeHAMUM KOMUTEeTa 3a IpsA3HbIM XEeCTAHbIM CTOJIOM,
YCTaB/IeHHbIM CNaAKUMU anepuTuBaMu, obCyxaanu BOMPOC O TOM, KaK AO/XHA 6bITb
yKpalleHa 3CTpaja AN My3blKaHTOB. MaTpuca MOMbITA/IMCh Aaxe BTAHYTb B NpeaBblbopHble
pacnpu. HO OH, K CYacCTbl, yXe ycnes COCTAaBUTb MHeHMe O 3jellHeM M3pe. TOT, MO €ero
COBCTBEHHbIM CJIOBAM, BOT YXe JecCATb NeT «PYKOBOAWA CcyAbbamu oOWUHBI» U B CuUny
CTONb AJIUTENBHOrO nNpebbiBaHMA Ha CBOEM MOCTY CKJIOHeH bOb1 MHUTHL cebda yem-TO Bpoae
HanoneoHa BoHanapTa. JTOT pa3borateBwMi BUHOAEN OTrpoxan cebe AOM B rpeyvyeckom
cTune N npu nNepBoM xe yaobHoOM cnyyae npuriaacun Mepco nofwboBaTbCA CBOUM XWUJIMUILEM.
OHO COCTOS/I0 BCEro U3 ABYX 3Taxeu, HO, He OTCTYynas HU nepei KaKuMMM 3aTpaTamu,
M3pP YCTAHOBWUN B HeM NUdT. Mepco M BepHapy b6buio npensnioxeHo onpoboBaTh ero. «Tule
ejelwb — panblle byaewb», — HEBO3MYTUMO OTMeTWUN BepHap. C 3TOro AHA Mepco MPOHMKCS
K M3py rnyboyanumm BOCXMUIEHMEM U BMeCcTe C bepHapoM MCNonb30Ban BCe CBOe B/UAHUE,
YTOObl COXPaHUTb 3a HUM ero 6e3yC/OBHO 3aC/yXeHHbIM MOCT.

BeCHOW pepeByllKa, YbW KPACHble KPblM TECHUIUCH MexXAYy FopoW U Mopem, yTonajna B
LBETAX — YaWHbIX PO3ax, FMAUMHTAX U ByreHBuseax — U Apoxana OT XyXKaHus
HaCeKoMbIX. B MocCnenonyfeHHbIn 4aCc Mepco BBLIXOAW HA Teppacy U CMOTpen, Kak OHa
3bl6IeTCA B COHHOM MapeBe Moj WeApo JIbOWUMUCSA C BbICOTbI Siy4amu. [1OCTOC/aBHas
NCTopUsA AepeBYWKU CBOAUMACHL K CONEPHUYECTBY Mexay MopanecoM U BUHrecoMm, ABYyMs
BbIXOALLAMU U3 WCMAaHUW, KOTOpble MOCPeACTBOM (MHAHCOBBIX MAXWHALWUA BbIOUANCH B
MUANIMOHEpPLI. He3aMeanuTenbHO BCnes 3a 3TUM MMM OBNajena MaHua Benuuus. EcCau
KTO-TO M3 HMX MOKynan cebe mawvMHy, TO BbloMpan camyil WMKapHyw. [lpyron npuobpeTan
Takyl Xe, HO ToTyac npucobauymBan K Heu cepebpsiHble pyyku. B 3TOM CMbiC/ie Mopasnec
Obl1 HACTOAWMA reHUMN. HepapoMm B JepeBylike ero MNpo3Baniu «UCMaHCKUM KOoposiem». OH no
BCEM CTaTbsM onepexan BWHreca, He CTpajaBwero usbblITKOM BOObpaxeHus. Bo Bpems
BOWHbl BUHreC MNOANUCANICA HA FOCYAAPCTBEHHbIM 3aeM, KynuB OBAMrauuim Ha MHOrMe COTHMU
ThiCSY (paHKOB. Mopanec 3asBWJ, 4TO obcKkayeT coMepHuMKa, WM nocsian Ha (GPOHT CbiHa,
XOTA TOT ewe He AOCTUI NPU3bIBHOIO Bo3pacTa. B 1925 roay BuMHrec BO3BpaTuaCAa U3
CTOMUUbI, CUAA 3a py/JeM BEeJNKOMENHON «byraTru» FOHOYHOrO Kjacca. He npowsno u ABYX
Helenb, Kak Mopanec Benen MNOCTPOUTb cebe aHrap M pasopwuicsa Ha camofieT MapKu
«KOApPOH». DTO BO3AYyXOMNjaBaTe/bHOE COOpYyXeHMe A0 CUX NOop MNbiIMAOCb B aHrape, Kyaa
Mo BOCKPeCeHbsIM MyCKanu noceTuTenem; BuHrec ob3bviBan Mopaneca «bocsikom», a TOT
BeNnYan ero «XoAfYUM KpemaTopuem.

OAHaxAabl BepHap npuBesn Mepco K Mopanecy. TOT NPUHAN MX HA OrpoMHON tepme,
nponaxien M3iMOM U HaCeSleHHOW NpPeuMylleCTBEHHO OCaMu, — MPUHAN CO BCeMU 3HaKamu
MoyYTeHUsa, HO B WienaHuax Ha 6ocy Hory v B pybawke, MOTOMY 4YTO TepneTb HeE MOr HuU
NMUAXaKoOB, HM BOTMHOK. MM MokKa3anu camoneT, MallMHbl, MeAanb, MOJIYYEHHYH CbIHOM Ha
BOMHE W Tenepb XpaHAWYWCA B FOCTUHOW, B CNeuManbHOM BUTPUHE, MOTOM Mopanec
NPUHANCA BTONKOBbIBATb MAaTPUCY, YTO BCEX MHOCTPaHLEB HAA0 FHaTb BOH U3 AnXupa
(«cam-To A AaBHO HATypanuM30BaNCA, a BOT 3TOT BMHrec..»), M, HAKOHeL, NoTawun mux
CMOTPETb HOBY AWUKOBUHY. YrnybUBIWIMCbL B FPOMAAHbIA BUHOrPALHMK, OHU OBHApPYyXUM
nocpeay Hero OKPYr/yld KaMeHHyl MNowajky, Ha KOTOPOW KpacOBANICA CA/IOHHbIA FApPHUTYP
B CTune JIoA0BMKA XV M3 LLeHHbIX NOpoJ AepeBa C yMONOMPaudMTesbHOW OBUBKOWM: MMEHHO
34ecb, B LEHTpe CBOWUX BJAAEeHWNA, Mopasnec U npuvHMMan noceTuTenen. Mepco Y4TMBO
OCBeAOMW/ICS, YTO Xe AenaeTcsa C 3Tou Mebenbi nocne AOXAMBOro ce30HA. «i ee
MOJIHOCTbI 3aMeHsA», — He MOPrHyB r/la3oM OTBETWI Mopasiec U MbIXHY/ CUrapeTon.

CTpaHuua 43



Kamio Anbbep CuyacTtnueas cmepTb filosoff.org

Ha 06paTHOM nyTu bepHap M MepCcO NPUHANINCb BbIACHATb, YeM HYBOpUIl OTMYaeTCHa OT
nosTa, KaKoBbiM, MO MHEHUI AOKTOpa, U sABsAeTCcA Mopanec. A Mepco noayman, 4TO U3
Hero Bblwen 6bl Henaoxoun PpUMCKUN MMnepaTop BpemMeHun ynajaka.

BCKope nocsie 3Toro B lleHya HarpsHyna JilocbeHa M, NOroCTUMB HECKONbKO AHeW, oTbbia
BOCBOSICM. A B CJiefywliee BOCKpecCeHbe, YTPOM, MNOSABUANCH Knep, Po3a U KaTPWH: OHMU
He 3abblin npo cBoe obelwaHue. MaTpuc npebbiBaN Aaneko yXe He B TOM HACTPOEHMU,
KOTOpoe B MepBble AHW 3aTBOPHMYECTBA 3aCTaBWIO €ro OTNPaBUTbCA B AJIXUP, OAHAKO
BMeCTe C EepHapom rnouwesn BCTPeYaTb UX HA OCTAHOBKY. OHU BbiIe3/In U3 OrPOMHOIO
aBTobyca KaHapeeyHoro upeTa. [eHb Obll Be/IMKOMEMNHbIM, MO AepeBYlIKE TaK U CHOBAU
POCKOILHbIE KpaCHble MawWHbl OKPECTHbIX MACHUKOB, CpPeAM MbllHbIX LBETOB NpPOrysMBancs
No-BOCKPECHOMY pa3ofeTbin NiuL. Mo npocbbe KaTpuH BCSA KOMMAHWUSA HA MUHYTKY
3arnsHyna B kKade. KaTpuH BoOCXuvWanacb M BCeM 3TUM 6NeCcKOM, U He3HAKOMOW AnsA Hee
0b6CTAHOBKOM, M MJIECKOM MOps, pa3/aBaBWMMCS MPAMO 3a €e CMNMHOM. Korja OHM Yyxe
cobpanucb yxoauMTb, C COCeAHEeN YNOYKU TPOMbIXHYNA AMKOBUHHAS My3blKa. Mrpanu Bpoae
6bl «Mapw Topeajopa» M3 onepbl «KapMeH», HO A0 TOrO IWYMHO WM HECTPOMHO, UYTO MeoAu
elBa MOXHO b6buio pa3obpaThb.

— 3TO OpPKecCcTp MMMHacTU4eCcKoro obuecTtBa, — MOACHMWN bepHap.

BCKope M3-3a NoBOPOTa BbiChiNasna ToJiNa My3blKAHTOB C CaMbiMM PAa3HOOOPA3HbLIMM AYXOBbIMM
WHCTPYMEHTAMN; BCe OHU 6e3 nepeppiiku AyAenn, CBUCTENU U ryaenu. Tonna
npubnuxanack K kade, a nosaaM Hee, B COBUTOM Ha 3aTbUIOK KOTeNke, obmaxuBaschb
peKksiaMHbIM MPOCMNEeKTOM, lWaraa Mopanec. OH HaHAN 3TUX My3blKAaHTOB B ropoje, MNOTOMY
YTO, KaK OH CaM NOTOM OOBLACHWN, «XM3Hb BO BpPeMs 3KOHOMMYECKOrO Kpu3uca cTana
C/IMIKOM MNeyasibHOM». Mopanec ycencsa nocpeau kadhe, BOKPYr Hero pacrnosloxuiancb
My3blKaHTbl MU C bBneckom 3aBepwwnu Homep. B kade noBanun Hapojg. Toraa Mopanec
noaHsncs u, obeeas nybnuky B3rnsioM, BaXHO OOBABWI:

— MNo moei npocbbe OpKeCTp MOBTOPUT «Mapw Topeagopa.

BbixoAAa M3 Kade, CTYAEHTKM 3aiplXaAnuch OT cmexa. Ho, aobpaBumch A0 Aoma Mepco, rae
TEeHUCTas Npox/iaja KOMHAT TONbKO CWUbHee MojyepKkuBasna ocienuTenbHyw 6ennsHy
HaPYXHbIX CTEH, OKPYXEHHbIX CAAOM W 3anUTbiX COMHLUEM, OHU NPUTUXIM U YCMOKOUIUCHL, M
KaTpuMH TYT Xe U3bsABWIA XeflaHMe no3aropaTb Ha Teppace. Mepco nowen MNpoBOAUTb
BepHapa. CeroaHa TOT BO BTOPOM pa3 CTan CBUAETeNeM KOoe-Kakux noapobHocTen u3
JINYHOW XM3HM Mepco. OHU HUKOrAQ Mexay coboli He OTKPOBEHHMYANUM, Mepco cyuTan
BepHapa He 0COBEHHO CYaCTAMBLIM, A& TOMY Oblla HEMOHATHA XM3Hb Mepco. OHU
paccTaiucb, He CKa3aB ApYyry Apyry HuW cnoBa. BepHyBuucb K cebe, Mepco porosopuscs
C noAapyXKamu, 4YTO 3aBTpa MNOYTPY OHM BCe BMeCTe OTNPaBATCA HA MPOrynaky B ropbl.
MUK lleHya o4YeHb KPYT, 3abupaTbCA HA HEro Heferko, 3aTO Yy HUX BMNepean 4YyAecHbin
JleHeK, a yCTaJioCTb — CHOCHaa MfiaTa 3a Takoe YAO0BO/IbCTBUE.

PaHHUM YTPOM OHM yxe Kapabkanucb MO MepBbiM KPYTbiM OTporam. Po3a M Knep monya
waranuM Bnepeau, MaTpuc M KaTpuH — 3a HUMM. Masio-nomasy OHWM MOAHMMANIUCb BCe Bblle
M Bbllle HajA MopeM, elle 6enecbiM OT YTPEHHero TyMmaHa. MaTpuc Toxe Moa4Yan, XaAHo
BrNsSAbIBASCb B FOPHbIA CKJIOH, MOPOCWWA pPeAKUM B3bepoleHHbIM OGe3BpeMeHHUKOM, B
neasiHble UCTOYHUMKKM, B 4YepeloBaHWe CBeTa U TEHW U BC/AyWMBAsACb B COBCTBEHHOe Teso,
KOTOpoe noHayany BO BCEM COrJjlawasocb C HWM, HO BCKOpe MPUHSAIOCh apTayuTbCsi. OHU
BTAHY/INCb B COCPEAOTOYEHHbIN PUTM HeNnerkom xoabbbl M, XOTS CBEeXMA BO3AYX
packaneHHbIM xene3om obxuran ux nerkue, WIM BCe BNepej U Bnepen, npeopfoseBas
CKJIOH, a 3a0AHO W camux cebsA. HakoHel, Po3a W Knep, 3anbixaBuucb, cbaBwau war.
KaTpuH n Natpuc oborHanm mx u BCKOpe MOTepsnan n3 BUAY.

— Hy, Kak? — cnpocun y Hee MnaTpuc.
— HeT cnos.

CONHuUe NOJAHMMANOCHL BCe Bbllle, M YeM CUbHEe OHO Npunekano, TeM FpoMye CTAHOBMIOCH
CTpeKOTaHMe HACEKOMbIX, OXMBABWWMX OT ero Tenna. CKOpo MaTpucy MNpUWNOCH CHATb
pybawKky, u OH nowen panbwe rofbii A0 nosica. MOT KaTWUA MO ero naevyam, WenywnBwUMCS
OT COJIHUA. OHW CTYNMWAW Ha TPOMWHKY, BbIOWYCA BAOMAb CKJOHA ropbl. TpaBa MNoj HOramu
CTaHoBW/IACb BCe boslee COYHOW. BCKOpE OHW YC/blWAsN XypyaHue BOAbl, A 3aTeM YBUAENU
ObiWMIA M3 TEHUCTOM pacilesiMHbl UCTOYHMK. OHM OKaTWUAM ApYyr Apyra BOAOW, NOMUM
HEMHOIro, M KaTpwuH ynernacb Ha TpaBe, a MaTpuc, C BAAXHLIMA OT BOAbl, MPWIUMWUMWA KO
néby Bosiocamu, NpUWYPWSICH, TNISAS HA OKPECTHbIM nen3ax, NecTpAwui pasBaMHamu,
joporamm u bnecTtkamy cosHua. MOTOM OH nMoacen K KaTpwH.
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— Mbl TYT COBCEM OJHM, — CKasajsa oHa. — TaK CKaXu MHe, CYACT/IMB NN Tbl?
— B3r/SiHM Nydlwe BOKpPYr, — OTO3BaJiCA Mepco.

TponuHKa Apoxana B COJIHEYHOM MapeBe, Haj Hel nascan Uenbii pon pasyXHbIX MbUTMHOK .
NnaTpuc ynbibHYACA U NOoTep PYKW.

— Bce 3TO npeKkpacHo, HO A XxoTefna 6bl 3a4aTb Tebe euje oAuH BoOMpoc. Ecnm He Xouyelb,

He oTBeyal. — OHA nomegnuna. — Tbl MO6ULL CBOW XeHY?
— DTO HeBaxHO, — Y/bibHY/NCA Mepco, ObHAN KaTpuH 3a nieunm u, TPAXHYB MOKPOM
ronoson, obaan 6pbi3aramMu ee nNMUO. — Tbl HANPacHO AyMaellb, Masbilika, YTO Mbl MOXEM

BH6MpaTb nwnin pgenatb TO, YTO XOTUM, Tp66OBaTb KaKunux-T1o ycnosmﬁ AnAa c4acTbA.
fnaBHOe, BuAMUb /M, 3TO BOJIA K CYACTbl0, MOCTOAHHOE WU HaANpAXeHHOe ero OCMbIC/IEHUE.
A BCe OCTa/lbHOe — XeHWWHbl, UCKYCCTBO, ycCnex B 06meCTBe — 3TO TOJZIbKO npeanor.
KaHBa, no KOTOpOﬁ Mbl BblllMBaeM.

— BepHO, — CcKa3asna KaTpuH, U COJIHUEe 3auCKpuaoCb B ee rna3sax.

— BaXHO elle M KavyeCcTBO CYaCTbfA. S MOry Hac/naxaaTbCHA WM TOJIbKO B YCJIOBUAX
YNOPHOrO M APOCTHOrO NPOTMBOBOPCTBA C €ro NPOTMBOMONOXHOCTLIO. CYaCTAMB M 87 A
Tbl HE MOMHUWb, KaTpuH, 3HAMEHUTYW (GOpPMyNy: «AX, €C/lM bbl 5 MOr HavaTb XWU3Hb
CHayana?» Tak BOT, A €€ W HauyuHaw. Ho Tbl, HABEepHoe, He MOHUMAewWwb, 4YTO 3TO BCe
3HAunT.

— HeT, — npu3Hanacb KaTpwH.

— Kak 6bl 3TOo Tebe 06bLACHUTbL, ManblKa? ECAM 8 UM cyacTAuB, TO Nub bnarogaps cBoewn
HEUYMCTON COBECTU. MHe HYXHO 6bio 6pPoCUMTb BCe M yexaTb BKYCUTb TOro OAMHOYeCTBaA,
KoTopoe nomorno 6wl pasobpaTbca B cebe camoMm, NOHATb, FAe CONHUE, a rAe cresbl.
Jla, no-yenoBeyecku roBopsi, A CYACT/IUB.

TyT ux becepy npepeano nosieieHne Po3bl M Knep. OHU noaobpanu pwK3akum U ABUHYIUCH
B NyTb. Jlopora no-npexHemy BWiacCb BOKPYIr ropbl cpean 6epbepuncKnx CMOKOBHULL,
OJ/IMBKOBbLIX AEPeBLEB W 3apocsen wwbbl. HaBCTpeyy nonajanucbh apabbl BEpXoM Ha
oC/nMKax. MMoToOM Aopora KpyTo nowna B ropy. COMHUE C YABOEHHOW CWIOW Nanuio
NPUAOPOXHbIE KaMHW. B NOMAEHb, BbIOBUMBWWCH M3 CWI OT 3HOS, ONbAHEB OT OAYPSAWMX
3anaxoB, MYTHUKU pewnnn caenaTb nepembilky U cOpoCcUnmn Ha 3emiio pPoK3akun. WX
OKPYXa/iM CKAJINCTble CKJIOHbl, C/IOXEHHble M3 KpPeMHA. MPU3EeMUCTLIA KOpPABLIK Ay6 NpuioTMA
MX B OKPYI/IOMW TeHU. OHU AOCTA/IM CbeCTHble Npunacbl U nepekycunu. Bca ropa oT
MOAHOXMA [AO BEpWWHbl ApoXana OT Hanopa CBeTa W MeHuA uMKajh. 3HOW Jonekan uMx Adaxe
B TeHW ayba. MaTpuC HUYKOM MOBANIMICHA HA 3eM/n, BAbIXaA ee Xryyuin apomaTt. [nyxue
TONYKU ropbl OTAABA/IMCb BO BCEM ero Tejne. WX OAHOOBpa3HbI PUTM NOCTEMNEHHO CMOpPMI
€ro, W OH 3aApeMan MNoA OryWUTEesbHbI XOP HACEKOMbIX CPeAn PACKASIeHHbIX KaMHEeN.

MPOCHYNCA OH pa3buTbii, BeCb B MNOTY. BEbl/I0 OKOMO TPex 4acoB. «[eTKU» KyAd-ToO
3anponacTuancb, HO BCKOpe CMeX U KPUKWU BO3BeCcTUIM ob mx BO3BpalweHun. Xapa cnana.
MOXHO 6bl10 MpoAonXkaTbh NoAbeM. M TyT, KakK pa3 Ha NOANyTUM K BeplMHe, C Mepco
cnyyuncsa obMoOpoK. OYHYBWMCb, OH YBUAEN CK/IOHUBWMECS K HeMy TpeBOXHble nuua
JEeBYWIEK, a MexXAy HUMU — ronybusHy Mopsi. OHM CTanM MOTUXOHbKY CMNycCKaTbCs. Jlonas
O MepBbIX OTPOroB, Mepco MOMPOCWUS cAenaTb nepeabiuky. Mope n Hebo nocTeneHHO
3e/leHeNn, C ropu3OoHTA BeSANI0O CBEXeCTbW. Ha Xo/JMax BOKPYr 3aJMBa HaJMBAJINCH
YEepHOTOM KMNapucCbl. BCe NOManKMBaAM, TONbKO Yy Knep BbipBanoCh:

— Ha Tebe coBcem HeT nuua.
— YTO nopgenaewb, MasbluKa.

— Moe Jefio CTOpoHa, HO MHe KakXeTCsi, YTO 3TOT Kpauh He ans Tebsi. CnvwKoMm 6/1M3KO K
MOPI0, CJ/IMIIKOM BJIaXHO. MMoyeMy 6bl Tebe He noexaTb BO dpaHUMIO, B FOpbI?

— MNyCcTb 3TOT Kpah He And MeHsA, Knep, HO 9 34eCb CYACT/UB. S CKUICHA C HUM.
— N Tebe xouyeTcH MPOAIUTb CBOE cYyacTbe?

— CYyacTbe Henb3Aa HWU NpoA/INTb, HU YKOPOTUTb. Tbl CHYACT/IMB — U BCe TyT. [lake CMepThb
He noMmexa C4aCTbW, 3TO BCero /uvlb CNy4YaumHOCTb, BXOoAAWaA B npaBuia WUIrpbl.
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— Bce 3TOo He ocobeHHO ybeauTenbHo, — cka3ana Po3a, noaymaB. OCTasibHble
npomosiyanu.

YXe Beyepeno, Koraa OHM AOTAWMAMCbL AO AOMY. KAaTpuH Bbi3BasaCb CXOAMTb 3a
BepHapoMm. Mepco cupaen HaBepxy, y cebs B cnanbHe, rnsas Ha benecoe nNATHO
6ancTpadpl, Ha TEMHYI BOJIHUCTYID KaeMKy Mops M bonee CBeTNYy MNONOCKY Haj HeW —
6e33Be34H0e HOYHOe Hebo. OH YyBCTBOBaN Ccebs HeBaXHO, HO CNabOCTb CTpPaHHbLIM
obpasom 6oapuna M npoceeTnsna ero. Korga bepHap nocTyyan, Mepco noaymasn, 4To
cenmyac camoe BpeMs BbIJIOXMTb eMy BCe. Henb3d Cka3aTb, 4YTODObl OH TArOTUICA CBOEWM
TamHOW, Ja W TaWHbI-TO, B CYWHOCTU, HUKAKOW He 6biIo. [0 CUX MOP OH MOAYan nullb
NoTOMY, 4YTO 6OSANCSA HATONKHYTbCSA Ha NpeapacCyAKW U HenoHWMaHue. A Tenepsb,
nobyxpaemblin TenecHom cnabocCcTbid U rNyboKonm NOTPebHOCTb B UCMOBEAU, OH ObUT MOXOX
Ha XYAOXHWKA, KOTOPLIA AONTO OTAenbiBan M winpoBasn CBoe Npou3BejeHWe U BOT,
HaKOHel,, MOHAN, 4YTO NpuwIa nNopa BbICTABUTb €r0 Hanokas, OTKPLITbCA NAAM. OH Xaan
BepHapa C HeTepneHuem, XOTS U He OblN yBepeH, YTO B MOCAEAHUA MUI He OTCTYNUTCS
OT MPUHATOrO peleHns.

M3 HUXHUX KOMHAT AOHECIMCb pacKaThl 3aJ0pPHOr0 CMexa — U B 3TOT MWUIM K Mepco Bolen
BepHap.

— YTO CAyyYmnocb? — CMNPOCUN OH.
— CaM He 3Haw, — 0TO3BaJ/iCca Mepco.

Bpay BbiChylwan ero, HO HMYero NyTHOroO cCcka3aTb He CMOr. Xopouwo 6bl caenaTb
PeHTreHoOBCKNUMMN CHUMOK, a NoKa CyaAuTb TPYyAHO.

— YcneeTcs, — cKa3an Mepco.
Bpay npucen Ha Kpawh MNOAOKOHHUKA.

— 4 nuyHo 6oneThb He Wb, — CKa3an OH. — OT/IMYHO 3HAKW, YTO 3a WTyKa 6one3Hb.
HeT Huyero 6e30TpagHeNn U YHU3UTeNbHeN 6one3Hu.

MponyCTWB CnoBa bepHapa MMMO yweil, Mepco MOAHANCA C Kpecna, NPeanoxun emy
curapeTy, YUPKHYN CNUYKOW U, CMeACb, CKasan:

— A Henb3d NN 3a4aThb BaM He OTHOCAWMACA K Aeny Bonpoc?
— BanauTe.

— Bbl HAKOrAa He KynaeTeCb B Mope, TaK C KaKOW Xe CTaTu pewuiv MOXOPOHUTb Cebs B
3Tou Apipe?

— Jla A U caM He 3Haw. BOJMILHO yX AABHO 3TO 6b1O, — OTBETWUN Bpay W, MOMOMYAB,
pobaBun: — S Bcerga nocTynasn Hamnepekop BCeMy. Tenepb-TO CTpacTW MasioCTb
noynerancb. A paHblie s XoTen 6biTb CYACTAUBLIM, AenaTb TO, YTO MHe
3abnaropaccyauTtcs, Hy, Hanpumep, ob6OCHOBATbCSA B Kpaw, KOTOPLIA MOr Obl MHe
MOHPABUTbCA. HO 3araj He 6biBaeT 6oraT. CTano 6biTb, HYXHO XUTb KaK MOXHO nerye,
He HaApbiBasCb. MpaBUIO AOBOJIbHO UMHUYHOE, HO ero npuiepxmBaeTcs U MOS XeHa,
Nyywas M3 XeHWWH Ha cBeTe. B WUHAOKMTae A bpan nwboro 6bika 3a pora. A 34eCb cam
XY XBauyKy. TOJIbKO U BCero.

— UYTo X, — CKasan Mepco, 3aTArMBasiCb CUrapeTod M MycKas AbiM B MOTOJIOK. — HO 5 He
yBepeH, 4yTo nwboln 3arap He 6biBaeT boraTt. MPOCTO HawM MONbLITKU 3arnsHyTb B byayuee
bblBalOT MHOrAA Hepa3yMHbl. BO BCAKOM C/lyYae MeHsi MHTepecyeT JiMilb TaKOW OnbiT, YbM
pe3ynbTaTbl MNO/HOCTbI CXOASATCA C TeM, Ha 4YTO Mbl PACCYUTLIBAEM.

— Jla, cyabba — 3TOo npexae BCero mepa, — YblOHyncs BepHap.

— Cyabba yenoBeka, — NoaxBaTWI Mepco, — MOXeT ObiTb 3axBaTbiBawWwen, e€caM oHa
coyeTaeTCa CO CTPACTbl. A ANS HEKOTOPbIX M 3axBaTbiBawwas cyabba KpouTcs no Mepke.
— cornaceH, — cka3an bepHap. OH C TPYAOM MOAHANCA W, CTOA CNWHOW K Mepco, bpocun
B3rNfA4_3a OKHO, B HOYb. — Bbl U A €AMHCTBEHHblE OAVMHOYKM B 3TOM Kpaw. S He roBOpH
O Ballen xeHe M BaWUX MOAPYKKAX: 3TO BeAb PUrypbl CnyvyamHole. WU, OAHAKO, MHe
KaXeTCsi, 4TO Bbl /loOMTE XM3Hb CUNibHee, 4YeM si. — OH obepHyncs kK MaTpucy. — MoTomy

CTpaHuua 46



Kamio Anbbep CuyacTtnueas cmepTb filosoff.org
YTO AN MeHs JobOBb K XM3HM HE MCUYEpPNbiBAeTCS MOPCKMMM KyNaHuMAMU. JIOUTb XU3Hb —
3HAYMT XUTb 6e3 ornaaku, Hanponanyw. MeHATb XEHWWH, CTpaHbl, CTPEMUTbCA K
npuknw4YeHnsm. CIOBOM, AeNCTBOBATb, YTO-TO MpPeoAosieBaTb. OWylWaTb TEPNKUA U XCYYUR
BKYC XW3HW. M, HaKOHel, MNOWMUTE MeHS MpPaBWIbHO, — AOKTOP 3anHY/CA, KakK Obl
YCTbIAMBIIMCb CBOEN FOPAYHOCTU, — A CJIMIIKOM 0B/ XM3Hb, UYTOOb AOBOSILCTBOBATHLCA
npenecTAMU MPUPOABI.
OH noaobpan CBOW CTETOCKOM, CNpsATan ero B YeMOAAHYMK.
— B CYWHOCTM, Bbl MAEANINCT, — CKalal eMy Mepco. Y Hero 6bilo Takoe 4yBCTBO, byaTo
BCS €ro XW3Hb, OT POXAEHUS OO CMepTU, Cxanacb, obpaTwnacb B €AWHbIA MUM, MUT
OCYX[AEHMA U OCBAWEHUS .

— jonyctmm, — C Kakon-To rpycTbi0 cornacunca bepHap, — HO, BuUaUTE Nu,
NPOTUBOMNOJZIOXHOCTbIO MAEa/INCTOB CJZIMWIKOM Y4acCToO 6biBaOT nwoan, He CnocobHble NbUTL.

— He BepbTe 3TOMy, — CKa3al Mepco, MNpoTArnBas emy pyKy.
BepHap Kpenko noxan ee.

— [lymaTb TaK MOryT TOJIbKO /104U, XUBYlUe nmbo BeUKUM oT4yaAaHuem, nmbo Benukowm
Hajexaown.

— MW TeM n Apyrum, HaBepHoe.
— Hy, 3TO Bblue mMoero pasymeHus!
— BO3MOXHO, — Cepbe3HO OTBeTWa Mepco.

Korpa bepHap 6bin yXe B ABepAx, MepCO HEeOXUAAHHO OKJIMKHYN ero.

Ja, — AOKTOp obepHyncs.

Bbl CMOCOGHbI UCMLITBIBATL K KOMY-HWOGYAb YYBCTBO Npe3peHus?

Nnoxanywm, Aaa.

A npu Kakux obcTosTenbcTBax?
Bpay 3aaymascs.

— 3TO AOBOJ/IbHO MPOCTO, KaK MHe KaxeTca. B Tex cny4dyaax, Koraga 4esioBeKom ABUXeT
KOPbLICTb UNN CTPAaCTb K AeHblram.

— 3TO U B cCaMOM jefne npocTo, — cornacuncs Mepco. — CNOKOWHOMW HOYU, AOKTOp.
— CMOKOMHOW HOYU.

OCTaBWMCb OAWH, MepcCo NOrpy3uncs B pasaymbs. B TOM COCTOSHUM AyXa, KOTOpOe OH
obpen, emy 6bno 6e3pa3nMyHO, npe3vpaeT ero KTo-HMbyab wWAM HeT. Jpyroe neno —
JOKTOp BepHap; B HeM OH yrajpiBan POACTBEHHYW Aywy. WU eMy Ka3anoCb HEBbIHOCKMbIM,
yTObbl OJHA YaCTb ero «aA» cyauna Apyryw. [Burana AM MM B CBO€ BpeMs KOpbICTb? Bejb
OH MPOHUKCS CTONb Xe KapAMHANIbHOM, CKOJIb M MOPOYHOM WCTUHOM, KOTOpas rnacuT, 4TO
JEeHbI’M — 3TO OAHO M3 CaMblX BEPHbIX U ObICTPbLIX CPeACTB AOCTUXEHWS He3aBUCUMOCTW.
Cymen nojaeuTb B cebe ropeyb, KOTOpas OXBaTbiBaeT BCAKY 61aropoiHyl Aywy npu
MbIC/IM O TOM, CKOMbKO HM30CTM M NOANOCTM NPUXOAUTCS COBepWaTb YeNoBeKy,
cTpemsueMycsa Hawly4yumMm obpasoM yCTPOUTb CBOW CYAbbOYy. W36aBuACA OT FHYCHOro
NpoknsaTbsA, obpekawwero 6eAHAKOB POXAATbLCA U YMUPATb B HUWEeTe, CyMen HaTpPaBUTb
AeHbrM Ha AEHbMM N HEHABUCTb — HA HEHABUCTb. HO jpaxe BO BpeMmMs 3TOW YYAOBMWHOW
CXBATKW CAy4yanocCb, YTO €ro OBEeBa/IN Jlyye3apHble Kpblibs CYACT/MBOro aHrena,
NMOPOXAEHHOr0 TenbiM AbIXaHUMEM MOpsSi. Xalb TONbKO, YTO OH He Hawen B cebe cun
OTKpbLITbCA BepHapy M TalHa HaBEeKM OCTAHEeTCS MOXOPOHEHHOM B ero Ayue.

Ha cneaywwuii AeHb, YacOB OKOJIO MATU, MOAPYKKU cobpanucb yesxaTb. lepes Tem Kak
cecTb B aBTObyc, KaTpuH obepHynacb B CTOPOHY MjAxa:

— Jo cBupaHua, mope!
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MFrHOBEHME CNyCcTs Tpu Becesible MOpPAAllKM yXe YCTaBWIMCb Ha Mepco M3 OKOH aBTobyca,
MOXOXero Ha OrPOMHOIro 30/JI0OTUCTOro Xyka. Ewe MMr — UM OH UCYe3 U3 BUAY B
OoC/NenuTesNbHbBIX MOTOKax CBeTa. B cCaMOM SICHOCTM HebocBoga 6bi10 YUTO-TO FHeTyllee.
CToA Ha jopore, Mepco nepexuBan CTpaHHOE YYBCTBO — CMeCb obneryeHus v rpyctu.
JIMb CerofHs ero OAMHOYECTBO CTaJI0 BMOJIHE peasibHbiM, MO0 OH, HAKOHEel, MOHAN, 4YTO
€My HUWKYAQ OT Hero He ymTu. WU 3TO CMUpeHue nepes OAUMHOYECTBOM, CO3HAHWE TOro,
YTO Tenepb OH CTasl MOJIHBIM XO3AUHOM FPAAYWMX AHEN, HANOAHAAM ero Ayuwy
MeNnaHXonuen, He OTAENMMON OT MNOAJIMHHOIFO BeNMYUs. Mepco CBEpHyn C AOPOru U nowen
K AOMY TPOMWHKOW, BbIWEWCHA Y NOAHOXUA FOpbl Cpeau LepaToOHMA U ONMB. HEeCKONbKO pas
NOCKONb3HYBWACL, OH 3aMeTWl, YTO BCSA TPOMUHKA yCesHA YepHbIMU NATHAMU
pa3AaBfieHHbIX OJIMBOK. B KOHLLE OCEHW Hajl BCeM AJIXMPOM MJbIBET 3anax Jibeu,
MCTOYAEeMbI LLepaTOHUAMU, A BeYepoM WM nocne AOXAA KaxeTcs, byaTo BCcA 3emns
OTAbIXaeT, MpPecbiTUBWMACL NacKkaMu COMHUA, WU JIOHO ee elle YBJAXHEHO CeMeHaMmu,
bnaroyxawwmMm, Kak MUHAANb. LlenbiMM AHAMWM CTPYMTCS C OFPOMHbIX AepeBbe B 3TOT
TAXENb, YAYWIMBbLIA 3anax. A 34eCb, HAa TPOMWHKe, MOJIHOM BeyepHen npoxaagpl u
obneryeHHblXx B3J0XO0B 3eMaM, 3TOT 3anax Ka3aics Jerkum, ejBa Y/A0BMMbIM — Tak BeeT
AYXaMU OT XEHIWMHbl, C KOTOPOW Tbl MPOBEe/S BMeCTe Uefbli AeHb B AyXOoTe, W BOT,
HaKOHel,, BbleN Ha Ynuuy, M OHa He CBOAWUT C Tebs rnas, npuxmmaeTcs K Tebe nneyom
CpeAu OrHeM U TOJMbl.

BAbIXxash 3TOT apomaT NiwbBU U ee pa3faBfieHHbIX MaxXy4ymx MJOAOB, Mepco MOHAN, 4YTO JIeTO
KMOHUTCSA K KOHLY. Bnepeau — gonras 3vMa. HO OH Toxe co3pen AN TOro, 4Tobbl
JOCTOMHO BCTPEeTUTb ee. C TPOMUHKM He ObIo BUAHO MOpsi, 3aTO XOpOWO BUAHENACb
nerkas po3oBaTas JApMKa, OOBONAKUBaKWaAA NO Beyepam BEPWUHY ropbl. TeHW OT JIMCTBLI
nepemexancb Ha 3emfie C NATHaAMM cBeTa. W noaobHO npunuBy, Aylly Mepco ocBexana
BeYepHAA NpoxnaAad, CNyCKawWascs Mo TPOMUHKE Mexay ONIMBamMuM U MacCTUKOBbIMU
JepeBbsAMU, MO BMHOIMPaAHMKAM U KpacHOW 3emsie MPSAMO K TUXO MJelylemy Mopw. Takue
Beyepa BCerja KasaJucb emy 3aJlo0roM c4yacTbdA, MyTeM, BeAyWMM OT HaAexAabl K
cBeplueHuw. C CepAaeyHON HEBUHHOCTbK MPUHUMAN OH 3TO 3e/leHoe Hebo U YBAXHEHHYH
NobOBbI0 3eM/0, MPUHUMAN C TOM Xe APOXbI CTPAcTU WU XenaHus, KoTopas coTpsAcana ero
B MUr ybuncTtBa 3arpes.

\%

B siHBape 3auBenn MUHAANbHblE AepeBbs. B MapTe MOKPbUINCH LBETAMU Fpywun, NepCuku u
A670HN. Eue 4yepe3 Mecsl B3AYJAUCb U TyT Xe onaju pyybu. B nepBbiX yucaax mas
Hayancs CeHOKOC, B KOHUe — C nofen yxe ybpanu ypoxam oBCa U fiUMeHS. K WIOHI
nocnenu paHHWe copTa rpyll. UCTOYHUKU yxe 3acbiXxalin, 3HOW CTAHOBWICHA CWIbHeEN. Ho
KPOBb 3emM/u, UCCsKWas B OAHOM MecTe, Oypnuna B ApYyrom, 3acTaBfisis LBeCTU
XNONYATHUK, HanMBas CNajdKUM COKOM BUHOrpajHble rpo3Abs. Haneten cyxoseul, onansas
3eMNl, YyTb NI He MOBCHAY Bbi3bIBAS MOXapbl. A MOTOM roj pPa3oM HaAJNIOMWICH. BbICTPO
3aKoHYMncs cbop BUHOrpaga. C ceHTAbpsA no HosAbpb XnecTann SPOCTHble JIMBHU, OMbIBAs
3eM0. A efiBa pacnoroaunocb, efBa MOAOWIM K KOHLY JIeTHWe Tpyabl, Kak Mnoaocnesno
BpeMsi cesTb O3uUMble. Torga xe cTana npubbiBaTb BOAA B Py4vbsx, npeBpawas ux B bypble
NMOTOKU. K KOHLY rofa Ha WMHbIX MOASAX O3WUMble yXe Mowau B POCT, APYrue y4vyacTku
TONbKO yCMenuM BCnaxaTb. YyTb MO3Xe MoJ XOJIOAHOW ronybu3sHo Hebec CHOBa MOKpbLIUICS
6enbiM LBETOM MUHAANL. HOBLIM FOj WeN CBOMM YepeioM Mex 3emnern M Hebom. Mocesnu
Tabak, okonanuM M obpaboTanu cepovt BUHOMPaAHWKW, MPUBWIWU MJIOAOBbIE AEpPEBbSA. B TOM
Xe Mecsiue cTajna nocrneBaTb MywMmysa. U CHOBA CEHOKOC, XaTBa M Mpoyne sieTHue
3a60Tbl. K cepeanHe roja CTOJbl YXe& JIOMWINCb OT COYHbIX U KJIEMKUX Ha Ollynb MJIOAOB:
CMOKBbl, NE€PCUKOB, rpyw. A KOrga CTajJM CHUMATb BUHOrpasg, HebO HAXMypuiochb.
MOTAHY/IMCb C CeBepa 4YepHble MOsYasiMBble CTAM CKBOPLOB U APO3AOB. KaK pa3 K TOMy
BPeMeHU nocnenu MaciuHel, HO ybupanu ux yxe nocsie TOro, Kak NTULbl NposeTenu
janblle. U CHOoBa M3 BSA3KOW 3eM/IM MPOKJIOHYJ/IOCh 3epHO. TsAXKuMe obnaka, Toxe
npuneTeBwne C ceBepa, MNPOHECUCb HAA MOPeM U HaA 3emien, CMaxHyAu neHy C BOAbl, W
OHa CTajla TaKOM Xe UYMCTOM M XONOJHOM, KaK XpyCTanbHoe Hebo. Mo Beyepam Ha
rOpM30oHTE TO U Aesio BCMbIXMBANWM AaJiekKue 3apHuubl. A MOTOM FPSAHY/IN MepBble X0soAa.

BoT TOrpa-to Mepco m cjer B HepBHﬁ pa3. MpucTynbl NaeBpuTa NpoAepxasin ero
B3anepTu uenbii mMecsal. A Korga OH MNOAHSNICA Ha HOMWU, CKJIOHbI lleHya yxe MOKpPbUINCH
KUNEeHb NnepBbiX LBETOB, CMYCKAaBWMXCA K CAaMOMy MOpH. HUKOrAa BeCHa TakK He Tporana
ero 3a XuBOe. B nepBylw Xe HOYb BbI3JLOPOBJ/IEHNA OH OTBAXW/ICA HA AAJIbHIOW NPOrynkKy K
TeM XoaMaM, rae Apemana cpeau pa3BajiMH Tunaca. B TuwuHe, HapymaeMoﬁ nnib
WenKOBUCTbLIM LWieneCcToM He6ec, MJI€YHbIM MOTOKOM CTpywsaCb Ha 3emM/l0 HOYb. MepcCoO waran
no 6eper0BHM yTecawm, 3aB0p0X€HHHﬁ ee 33aAyMyuBbIM BeSIMYMEM. BHU3Y TUXOHBKO
nneckanocb Mope, 6apxaTMCTOE, obnuTtoe JTYHHbIM CBE€TOM, MNoXoxee Ha OrpPoOMHOIo
NocHsAwWerocsa 3BepA. U B 3TOT yac, Korpga 6e3yHaCTHHﬁ K cebe CaMOMy M KO BCeMy Ha
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cBeTe Mepco OCTajsicAd HaeAUHE C HO4YbK, €My MOoKa3asoCb, YTO OH HAKOHEL-TO AOCTUr
cBoero, cnopobuncsa 6e3MATEeXHOCTU, MOPOXAEHHOW YMOPHbIM CAMOOTpevYeHuem, obpen ee
npu nojajepxke TOro CaMoro Mmpa, KOTOPbIA HeCCTpAacTHO OTpuLaN ero npaBo Ha
CylwecTBOBaHMEe. OH waras /ferko, WU 3BYK €ro waroB Ka3ajacs eMy He TO 4YTobbl COBCeM
YYyXMM, HO He 6osee MPMBbLIYHbIM, YEM 3BEPMHbIE WIOPOXM B 3aPOCAAX MACTUKOBBIX
jepeBbeB, WyM npubos WaM nynbcaumsi HouM B HebecHbIX rnybuHax. U cBoe cobCcTBeHHOe
Tesio OH TOXe olywan Kak bbl CO CTOpPOHbI, MOAOOHO TENJIOMy JAbIXaHWI 3TOW BECEHHEW
HOYM WM 3anaxy COMMU U FHUAU, AOHOCUBLIEMYCS C MOpsi. Ero MeTaHus no CBeTY, MOUCKMU
CYyacTbA, yXacHasd paHa Ha BUCKe 3arpesd, 3Ta MeWAHWMHA U3 MO3rOB U KOCTEW, Tuxue
6narogaTHble Yyachl B «J[joMe nepej nMUOM Mupa», €ro XeHa, ero Hajexapl M 6orum — Bce
3TO NpeAcTaso nepej HUM MNoAobMeM HEM3BECTHO Mo4vyeMmy MoJIbUBLIENCA NUCTOPUN, YYXON U
BMeCTe C TeM 6AM3KOW, MoKa3anoCb YeM-TO BPOAE KHUIU, 3aTPOHYBLEN Camble
COKPOBEHHble CTPYHbl €ro CepAauad, HO HANUCAHHOM KeM-TO APYruM. BnepBble B XWU3HU OH
YyBCTBOBaN Ccebs NpMYacCTHbIM K OAHOM-eAMHCTBEHHOM peanbHOCTM: TO bbna TAra K
PUCKY, XaxAa Cwuibl, UHCTUHKTUBHOE OCO3HAHWEe CBOEro pPoACTBAa C MUPOM. MobopoB B
cebe rHeB W HEHABUCTb, OH DOOJble He 3HaN U CoxXaneHus.. MNPUXABWMCb K CKane,
YYBCTBYSA NOJ, NasblaMu ee KOpPsBYW IleKy, OH CMOTpes, Kak b6e3Mo/BHO BCnyyuBaeTcs
03apeHHOe NYHOM MOope, M BCMNOMMHAN O lekax JIloCbeHbl, O Tennote ee ryb. Mo MOPCKOM
rnagu CTPyWIUCb MacC/SIHACTble B/IMKKM, Crieabl OT MouesyeB JiyHbl. Boaa, [AOJIXHO ObiTb,
bbina Tennon, Kak XeHCKue rybbl, TakoM e nojaT/MBOM, FOTOBOM PacCTynMTbCA NoA
HanmoOpoOM MYX4YWHbl. He OTpbIBASCb OT CKaJibl, MepexmBas HEMOW BOCTOPr, COTKAHHbIA U3
Hafexabl U OoTYasHUSA, Mepco YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK Hejaseko OT ero cyacTbs A0 cne3. Ko
BCEMY BHWMATEJIbHbIN U BCEMY YUYXAbIN, NOXMPAEMbIM CTPACTbI0 U COBEPLWEHHO
HEeBO3MYTUMbIA, OH CO3HaBas, YTO 34eCb 3aBepwawTcCsAs cama ero XuM3Hb U cyabba, M 4TO
Tenepb €My OCTaeTCs OAHO: CBbLIKHYTbCSH C 3TWM CYaCTbeM, BCTPETUTb JINLUOM K JINLY €ro
YXACHYI0 UCTUHY.

W BApPYr eMy 3axoTesoCb C/IOMSl FOJ/IOBY OKYHYTbCSl B MapHoe Mope, nonjaBaTb B JIYHHOM
cBeTe, 4yTOobbl 3arayumTb B cebe rosioca npousioro raybokon MenoAuen HbiHEeWHero
cyacTbsA. OH pa3jencs, CnycTWICA NO CKanaMm BHM3 W BoOWleN B MOpe, Xapkoe, Kak
yesioBeyeckas MaoTh. Boja cTpywnach BAOAb NJe4Y, LENIsnacb 3a HOrM HeyJIOBUMOW, HO
MPOYHOM XBATKOW. Mepco n/bll pa3MepeHHO, YYBCTBYS, KaK COKPAlWaTCA CMNUHHble
MYCKYJbl, TOJIKas ero Brnepej. Mpu KaxAoM B3Maxe PyKM OH MOAHMMAN Haj MOpeM Lesibii
pon cepebpucTbiX NeTyuymx 6pbi3r — OHM Ka3aUCb Jsyvye3apHbIMU 3epHamy U3 3aKPOMOB €ro
cyacTbA. MOTOM pyKa CHOBaA norpyxanach B BOJY, BCrapbiBas ee, paccekas HajBoe, Kak
nNAyr paccekaeT MalHiw A8 HOBOFO noceBa. A no3aau oT B3OUTOM ero CTYNHAMU BOAp
3aKkunasa neHHas CTPys U PaCXOAWIUCb BOJIHbI, WX MJIeCK Ha YyAUBNEHUE OTYEeT/INBO
CNblWanca B MNYCTbIHHOW HOYHOM TUWKHE. 3a4yapoBaHHbLIN PUTMOM MNABaHWUA, HaAC/NaxXAAACh
CobCTBEHHONM JIOBKOCThHIO, Mepco monbin beicTpee M BCKOpe oKa3ancs jaajeko oT bepera,
B CamMoM cepAueBWHE HOYM U Mupa. WU TONbKO Torja, BCMNOMHMB O pa3BepCTOM Yy Hero noj
HorammM 6e3aHe, ymepun CBOW NpbiTb. NybuHa Bnekna ero Kak NULO HeBeAOMOro Mupa,
Kak npojosiXeHMe 3TOM HouYM, B KOTOpPOM OH obpen camoro cebsi, Kak CoJIoOHOBaToe
B/laXHOEe JIOHO MHOW, HEe3HAaKOMOM eMy XU3HMW. Ha MU onacHoe WUCKYlleHWe OBNajesio UM,
HO OH ojosien cobnasH v Monbln ewe Aanblle U ele bbicTpee. U TONbKO OWYyTUB BO BCEM
Tene 6naxeHHyKw yCTanoCTb, MOBepHYyN K bepery. Ho Kak pa3 B 3TOT MUl Yroaun B
nejsHoe MoABOAHOE TeyeHue, cbuncs c putma U, nasras 3ybamm oT xonoja, 3aBepTencs
Ha MecTe. Clopnpu3, NOAHECEHHbIW MOpeM, TONbKO pa33aaopun 6bl ero, HO Xo0noj,
NPOHM3bIBAN A0 KOCTen, obxuran nepeHsllen M CTpacTHOM Nnackon HeBeaomoro bora,
OTHMUMAsA nocsiefHue cunbl. OH Koe-Kak jobpanca ao bepera u oaencsa, CMesacCb OT
cyacTbf, XOTS Yy Hero 3y6 Ha 3yb6 He nonaaan.

Ha obpaTHOM NyTW emy CTano naoxo. C TPOMNWUHKKU, MNOAHUMABLENCA OT MOpPSA K €ro Aomy,
6bl1 BMAEH CKa/IMCTbiA NOMYOCTPOBOK HAa TOM CTOpPOHe 3a/MBa, FNajKue CTBOJbI KOJIOHH U
pa3BasvuHbl BOKPYr. BHe3anHO BCe 3TO 3aKPYXWIOCb Y Hero nepej rnasamu, OH
MOWATHYNCA, YyAAPWICA O CKany M OYHYNCS B MPUAOPOXHBIX KYCTax, YbW MACUCTblE
pa3faBfieHHble NINCTbSA UCTOYaNM apoMaT MaCTWUKWU. TMOAHANCHA, C TPYAOM JAOKOBLUIAN AO
AoMa. Teno, TONbKO 4YTO Ka3laBleecss MCTOYHMKOM HEUCCSAKAEMOW PaAoCTU, Tenepb
M3Hemorasno oT 6onu, 3aceBwen rae-To B XMBOTe, rjasa CAMNAAUCL. OH pewun
npuroToBUTb cebe 4aw, HO KACTpWAbKA AN KUNAYEHUS oKa3asnacb FpPsi3HOW, HaNWUTOK
NONYYUNCS TOWHOTBOPHLIM. Yepe3 cuny cpenan HecKoJIbKO TMIOTKOB M OTNpPaBWICA cChnaTb.
CTackmBas BOTUMHKM, BrAsjencs B CBOM OECKpPOBHble PYKM: HOFTM Ha HUX Obiiu
HeeCTeCTBEHHO pPO30OBble, WWPOKWE, C 3arHyTbIMM KOHUAMW. HeT, HUKOrga y Hero He O6buio
TaKuUX HOrTen, MpuAaBaBWMX PYKE KaKOW-TO OOJie3HEHHbI, HEMPUATHLIM BUA. Tpydb
IoMWUSI0. OH MPOKAaWNSNICA U HECKONIbKO pa3 Ch/iloHys. CroHa Obia obblMHOMO uBeTa, HO BO
pTY OCTancsa NPUMBKYC KPOBW. B NOCTENN Yy HEro HayaJucb CyAOpOru, OHW BO3HMKANU B
CTYNHAX W ABYMA feAsHbIMWM CTpyWMKamu npoberanu A0 cambix naey. Ero b6wuna Apoxb,
Myuymna ucnapuHa. [lOM C/IOBHO pa3jasici BO BCe CTOPOHbl, MPUBbIYHbIE 3BYKW PA3HOCWUANCH
No HemMy TaK OTYeTNUBO, OYATO BOKPYr He OblI0O HUKAKUX CTeH. OH CJblwasn njeck Mops o
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NPUbpexHyw ranbKy, NyNbCalUMUi HOYM 3a OKHOM, slan cobak B AasibHUX AepeBylWKax. Ero
bpocano M3 xapbl B X0M04, OH TO HaTArMBan Ha cebsa opesno, To cbpacviBan ero.
KNOHUIO B COH, HO KaKas-TO CMyTHas TpeBOra He jgaBajla 3aCHYTb MO-HacCTOSAUWEMY .
TYyT-TO AO Hero v Aowno, 4YTO OH CHoBa 3abonen. EMy CTaso CTpaWHO MPU MbICAN, YTO
OH MOXeT yMepeTb B 3TOM MNOAYy3abbiTbM, TaK M He Pa30OMKHYB rna3. Ha JepeBeHCKOM
LepKBU Npobuan 4yacbl, HO OH He CMOr pa3obpaTb ymcia yAapoB. EMy COBCEM He
ynbibanocb ymumpaTb OT 6one3Hu. Mo KparHen mepe, OT b6one3HM, KoTopas okasanachb Obl,
Kak 3TO yacTo ObiBaeT, MOCTeneHHbIM, ObJierYyeHHbIM MepexosoM K CMepTw.
MoACO3HATE/IbHO OH XaxXAas BCTPeYM CO CMepTbid BO BCEN MOSIHOTE CBOUX XMU3HEHHbIX CWuil.
NpeacTaTb Nepesa CMepTbl YyxXe MNojaymMepTBbiIM — He Aan Bor! OH MOAHANCA, C TPYAOM
NOAOABUHYN K OKHY Kpecsio, ycCencs B Hero, 3aKyTaJlica B OAesANo. 3a JIerkumu
3aHaBeckamu, Tam, rae He ObIO MAOTHBIX CKNAAOK, CUSAW 3Be3Abl. OH caenan raybokum
BAOX W BLENWICSA B MOAJIOKOTHUKU, 4YTOObl YHATb APOXb B pyKax. Camoe rjiaBHoe — 3TO
COXPAHUTb ACHOCTb CO3HAHUA. «HAAO NOMbITATbCA», — MOAYMAn OH W BAPYr BCMNOMHWI,
YTO He BbIK/IYMA a3 Ha KyxHe. «Hajo nonbiTaTbCA». HO M TyT He oboujewbcs b6e3
JONIUX YCWUIMA. HMYero B XM3HM TaK MPOCTO He jaeTcs, BCe MPUXOAUTCHA 3aBOEBLIBATD.
OH TpaxHy/l KyJlaKOM MO MOAOKOHHWUKY. HUKTO He pOXAAaeTCHA CWIbHbIM WAKU C/iabbim,
BOJIEBbIM MU G@3BONIbHBIM. U CUNY, U SCHOCTb CO3HAHWUSA HYXHO BbICTpafaTb. Cyabba
rHe3AMTCS He B CaMOM YesioBeKe, a BMTAeT BOKPYr Hero. U TyT Mepco 3aMmMeTW/l, 4TO OH
BCXNUNbIBaeT. OT cnaboCTu, OT AETCKOro cTpaxa — 6one3Hb 4yTb He npeBpaTuna ero B
nnakcuBoro pebeHka. PyKW Xonogenu, K ropsay noacTynwuia TOWHOTa, Mepco BCMOMHWA O
CBOMX HOrTAX, MNOTOM MPUHANCA OWynbiBaTb pacnyxwue aAuMpaTuyeckue ysnbl Noa
KJluMuen. U noaymarb TOJIbKO, 4YTO 3a KpacoTa pa3/iMTa Hajl MMpoOM, Tam, 3a OKHamu!
Ero Myuymna HeyTonuMas XaxAa XW3HW, peBHWBASA BWONEHHOCTb B Hee. OH noayman o
Beyepax B ANXUpe, KOraa noj 3efieHbiM KynosioM Hebec 3By4yaT habpuuHble Tyaku u
NOACKME TOJMbl BbICHINAIT Ha YAuWy. BCAOMHWA O MOJILIHA U MOJIEBbLIX LBeTax cpeau
pa3BajiuH, [AOMULIKE, CUPOTIMBO WTAWEMCH Cpeau KUnapucoB B Caxene, — WU nepej ero
rnasammM BO3HMKANIO BUAEHME XM3HM, UbSl KpacoTa M cyacTbe, Ka3anoCb, COTKaHbl M3
OTYasiHbsl, M3 OOPbLIBKOB MMMOJIETHOM BEYHOCTM. BOT C YeM eMy TaK He XOTenocChb 6bl
paccTtaBaTbcs! Heyxenu xu3Hb bypeT MATU CBOUM 4yepeioM U be3 Hero? 3apbixasCb OT
beccunbHOM APOCTM M XaNoCTM K camMoMy cebe, OH BCMNOMHMA ObBpalleHHOEe K OKHY JMuo
3arpes. 3akawnanca, Koe-Kak oTAplwancsa. Mog oaesnom 6bno AywHO, ero cHoea bpocano
TO B Xap, To B XosoA. OH cropan oT CMyTHOro beweHcTBa U, CYAOPOXHO CXMUMas
KyfNaku, YyBCTBOBaJl, Kak KpPOBb TsXesNO CTy4yuT B BMCKax. BnepuMBWMCb B NyCTOTY, OH
XAasn, 4TO HOBas BOJIHA CyAOpPOr BOT-BOT CMOET €ro B My4YMHY JINXOPAAO4YHOro 3abbiTbA.
Ero v BNpsIMb CKOPYWUNIO, NepefepHYyNio, U OH OYYTWICHA B JINMKOM, COBEPWEHHO 3aMKHYTOM
MUpKe, FAe ero rjasa BOJIeM—-HeBO/Ie 3aKpbiIMCb M CaM COBOM yrac HeyKpOTUMbIN
XMBOTHbIM OYHT. HO nepepn Tem, Kak 3abbiTbCsi BO CHe, OH ycnen yBuMAEeTb, YTO HOYb 3a
3aHaBeckamu nobnegHena, M pacchbiian rofoc npobyxaawiuerocs C 3apen Mupa, BAACTHbIN
30B HEXHOCTWU W HAAexAbl, 3arfnywaBWWiA ero yxac nepej CMepTbld U B TO Xe Bpems
YBEpSABWMA, YTO OH ObpeTeT CMbIC/T CMEpPTM B TOM Xe, B YeM COCTOsS/ BeCb CMbIC/T €ro
NUELIZP

Korpa OH MPOCHYNCs, AeHb Obll yxe B pa3rape, 3a OKHamMu, Ha npuneke, BOBCH
webeTanu NTUUbl U CTPEKOTANM UMKaAbl. U TyT eMy BCMNOMHWIOCb, YTO KakK pa3 CerojHs
JOJXHA npuexaTb JllocbeHa. YyBCTBYys cebsi BKOHel pa3buTbiM, OH ene aoTawwmnics Ao
noctenn. Bo pTy OCTaNCs NPUBKYC NNXOpaAku, a B rjasax owywasnacb Takas pe3b, 4TO
BCE BOKPYI Ka3asoCb KAKUM-TO KOJIOYUM, HenpuBeTAMUBbIM. MepcCo Befen npuriacutb
BepHapa. TOT SIBUACA, KaK BCerja, MOMYaauMBbil M 03abouyeHHbin, nocnywan 6onbHOro,
CHANl OYKM, 4YTODObl NpoTepeTb CTekna, W, HAKOHel, NpobopmoTan:

- [la, Aeno nnoxo.

MoTom caenan NaTpucy ABa YKona, OTHYEro TOT Ha KaKOW-TO MUI MOTepsAs CO3HaHue,
XOTSA 0CObOM YyBCTBUTENbHOCTbLI He OT/AMYANCA. A npuas B cebs, yBuaen, 4To AOKTOP
OIHOW pYKOW CTapaeTcsa npouynaTb ero nynbC, a APYrod AEpXWT uachl, cneas 3a
CYLOPOXHbIMA CKauYKaMW CEKYHAHOW CTpPesiKu.

— Bbl 6bUIM B OBOMOpOKe uenyw 4YeTBepTb 4aca, — CKasan OH. — CepAue He BbiLEpKUBAET.
Cneaytlas noTeps CO3HAHMA MOXET OKa3aTbCs POKOBOM.

Mepco nNpuKpbUl rnasa. OH COBCEM o6eccw1en, I'y6bl Y Hero nocmHennm n nortpecKaaucob,
BO34YyX BblpblBaZICA U3 Frpyan CO CBUCTOM.

— bepHap, — No3Ban OH.
- Ja.
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— 3TO TaK yXaCHO — CKOHYaTbCH B becnamMaTCTBe. S XO4y BCTPETUTb CMEPTb B MOJIHOM
CO3HaHMU, Bbl NOHUMAeTE?

— MoHuMaw, — KWBHYN BepHap, NpoTAruBas emy NPUrOpWHK amnyn. — ECAM Bam CTaHeT
Xyxe, pasbeiTe ogHY M npornotute. OTO ajpeHasIMH.

BbIXOASl, AOKTOP CTOJIKHYJICA C JIOCbEHOW.
— Bbl BCE TaK Xe 04YapoBaTesibHb.

— UYTo Cc NaTpucom? OH 3abonen?

- Da.
— Cepbe3Ho?
— Jla HeT, BCe XOpowo, — MOCMewu1 YCNOKOUTb ee BepHap. U, yxe B ABepsAx, pobasun:

— TonbKoO HOCTapaﬁTECb He YTOMNATb ero, OCTaBAANTE noyalle OAHOro.

BeCcb fAeHb Mepco 6oponcs C npucTynamm yaylbsa. [BaxAbl K CepAly NoAKpaabiBanach
XO0JIOfHAA U uenkas nycToTa, yrpoxas HOBOW OCTAHOBKOM nynbca, Ho oba pa3a
aZipeHasiuH BbI3BOMAN €ro U3 3TOW NUNKON 6e3aHbl. W Becb AeHb OH He OTpbiBan
NoMyTHeBWKUX a3 oT becnofobHOro Buaa 3a OKHaMM. Yaca B 4eTbipe Ha MOPCKOM
ropu3oHTe Mokasasach KpacHas To4yKa U, Masio-fnomasny BblpacTas, npeBpaTuiach B
6onbliyl0 NOAKY, CBEpKaBllyld OT BOAAHbIX OPbI3T, COJMIHEYHLIX Jlydenh U pbibbel Yeuwyu. Ha
KOpMe cyleHblllka, paBHOMepHO 3arpebas Becnamu, CTosn Mepe3. A BC/en 3a TeMm MOYTU
MIrHOBEHHO HacTajsla HOo4Yb. Mepco 3aKpblUl rnasa U BrepBble 3a Uesbid AeHb YJbIbHYNCS.
JlocbeHa, He3afoNiro nepej Tem 3arfisHyBllas B CNajibHO — ee ToOMWAA CMyTHas

TpeBora, — bpocunacbk K Hemy, obHAna u nouenosana.

— Mpucsaab, — MOMNPOCWUST ee Mepco, — Tbl MOXelWb MOObITb CO MHOW.
— Xopowo, TONIbKO Tbl MOMOJYM, He TpaTb CWI MOHAMNPAaCHY.

Tak OHM npoMonyanum Ao TexX Nnop, MNOKa He NnosABWICA bepHap; cAenaB YKOJ, OH TyT Xxe
vaanunca. OrpomHblie asble obnaka He cnewa nabLAX No He6y.

— Korga s 6bin1 MasNieHbKUM, — C TPYAOM NPOU3HEC MepCo, OTKUHYBWMCb HA MOAYWKU U He
cBoAA rnas3 c Heba, — MamMa roBopuia MHe, 4YTO 3aKaTHble obnaka — 3TO AyWW yMepumx,
BO3HOCAWMECS B pal. BOT Tak 4yyao, Ayman A, 3HA4YUT, U Yy MeHs Aywa aforo uBeTa.
Tenepb-TO A 3HaW, 4YTO ajsble obnaka MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO MNpeABelanT BeTpeHblih AeHb. Ho K
3TO TOXEe 4YYyJAEeCHO.

HacTynuna HOYb, MNOMHAsA BUAEHUA. OrpoMHble CKa304Hble 3BEpU MOoKayMBasn FOJIOBAMU
cpelau NyCTbIHHBIX Nen3axen. MOTUXOHbKY OTOMHaB UX nojanblie, B rnybb NMXOpPasouyHOro
becnamAaTCcTBa, Mepco OCTABWI Nepej MbIC/IEHHbIM B30POM TOJSIbKO OKPOBABJ/IEHHOE NMLO
3arpes. CMepTb CKOpPO MOPOAHUT UX, ybuiua M xepTBa CTaHyT b6paTbaAMU. Mepco o3upan
CBOK0 XW3Hb TaKWUM Xe SICHbIM, MYXeCTBEHHbIM B3r/1SA0M, KakKuM CMOTpes B CBOe BpeMsi Ha
3arpes. Jlo CMX NOp OH MPOCTO XWn, Tenepb npuwia nopa NoaBeCTM UTOrM STOW XU3HWU.
UTO Xe 0oCTasioCb OT TOro HEeMCTOBOrO MOpbiBA, KOTOPbLIM BEYHO TONKaN ero Bhnepej, OT
TOW HEeyJ/IOBUMOW, HO CO3uAaTesIbHOM MNO33UM, KOTOPOM OblI0 NPEUCNOSIHEHO €ero
CyllecTBOBaHME? HMYEro, KpoMe rofiol MCTWUHbI, @ YX OHA-TO He UMeeT Huyero obuero c
nos3ven. Bce Mbl C CAMOr0 POXAEHUS HOCUM B cebe MHOXeCTBO HECXOXWUX CylecTB, Maccy
nepensieTeHHbIX Mexay cobow, HO HeC/IMAHHbLIX 3a4aTKOB JSIMMHOCTU U NUWb Nepejn CambiM
KOHLLOM YrafipiBaemM, 4YTO Xe& M3 HUX ObUIO HalWMM MNOAJIMHHBIM «A». OBbYHO 3TOT BbIGOP
jenaeTt 3a Hac cyabba. A Mepco OCyWecTBWUA ero cCam, CO3HaTeJIbHO U peunTenbHo. B
3TOM W COCTOSJIO BCE ero cyacTbe KaK B XW3HM, Tak U B cMepTu. Ele HeaaBHO OH
CMOTpEeN Ha CMepTb C XMBOTHbLIM YXACOM, a Tenepb MOHAN, 4YTO 6OATLCA ee — 3HAUUT
6oaTbCA camoM XU3HU. CTpax CMepTM MOXHO OMpaBAaTb TONbKO be3rpaHuyHom
NPUBSI3aHHOCTbID KO BCEMY, 4YTO €CTb XMBOIMO B 4YejioBeke. KTO He pewancd AeWCTBOBaTh,
YTOObl BO3HECTM CBOW XM3Hb HAa HOBYK BbICOTY, KTO Ma/OAYWHO YNUBaNCA COBCTBEHHOM
HeMollblo, Te He MOryT He 60ATbCSA CMepTuM, NaMATYsS O TOM MPUroBOpe, KOTOPbLIM OHA
BbIHOCUT MX Mpolejwen BNYyCTYHW XU3HU. Takue HUKOrAa He XWAW B MNOJIHYW Cuny, aa u
XUAN NX OHW Boobuwe? CMepTb HABCerjaa JMAeT XUBUTENIbHOW Blarn Tex CTPAHHUKOB, KTO
He CymMen yTONAUTb CBOK XaxAy NPU XU3HM. A ANA APYTrUX OKa3blBA€TCSH POKOBbLIM U
6naroCTHbIM CObBbLITUEM, OTBEpPrawuWUM M YHUYTOXAWWUM MX ObITUE, HO PABHO MPUHUMAWUM U
CMUpEeHue, u BYHT.
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BeCb AeHb U BCH HOYb Mepco MpoBef, CUASA HA Kpaellke KpoBaTW, OMEpWUCb HA HOYHOW
CTOJIMK U OXBATMB TOJIOBY PyKaMmu: Jiexa OH yXe He MOr AblwaTb. JloCbeHa Mosya
CMOTpesia Ha Hero, NpUMOCTUBLIMCL PAAOM. OH TOXe WHOrAA NOrasApiBan Ha XeHy, Aymas
O TOM, 4YTO, MOTEpPAB ero, OHAa He YCTOUT nepej MNepBbiM BCTPEYHbIM. OTAACTCA Tak xe,
Kak oTaanacb emy, U HMYEro B MUpPE He WU3MEHUTCSH, Korja KTOo-TO Apyron byaeT AblwaTb
TensjoMm ee nosypackpbiTeiX ryb. A MHOrAa OH MOAHUMAN FOMOBY W CMOTpPEN B OKHO.
Tenepb ero TPYAHO ObUIO y3HATb: BOCMAJIeHHble ra3a MOTYCKHeNU U rnyboko BBaJIWIUCH,
Bnasnble 6nejHble WeKW 3apoc/iv CMHEBATOW IWETUHON.

OH C KoWayberh TOCKOW MOCMOTpesn 3a OKHO, MOTOM B3AOXHYN M NepeBen B3rnsj Ha
JlocbeHy. Tenepb OH ynblbancs, M 3Ta XecTKasd, CKynas ynabibka npuaana ero
NCXYAABLWEMY, OCYHYBLWEMYCS JIMLY HEOXMAAHHOE BblpaXeHue Cuibl U 6oAPOCTMU.

— Hy, Kak Tbl? — cnpocuna OHa ynasBWWM rOJIOCOM.

— HuYyero, — OTO3BaJiCA OH U, CHOBa 0bXBaTWUB rOJIOBY pyKamu, MOrpy3usics B CBOW
HOYb. U TYT, Ha UCXOAe BOJIM K COMPOTMUBJIEHUI, €My BMepBble OTKpblaCb TaWHa YblOKU
PonaHa 3arpes, Tak pa3jpaxaBlied ero B fnepBoe BpemMs MX 3HAKOMCTBA. OH Abluan
NPepbLBUCTO U XPUNJO; Xap ero JAbIXaHus ocejajs B/aXHbiM NATHOM Ha MPaMOPHOM KpbiliKe
CTO/MKaA, a NoToM TenjbiM obnaykom obaasan nuuUo, WU 3Ta He3aopoBas TenjoTa bbina
0CObeHHO ollyTUMa MO KOHTpaCTy C 3aljiefileHeBWUMMN MNanblUaMu U CTYNHAMU. Co4yeTaHue
Tensia M Xxosioga Toxe 6bUIO MPUMETOW XWU3HW, OHO MPUBOAWIO HA MaMATb BOCTOpr 3arpes,
bnarojapvBiiero XM3Hb 3a TO, UYTO OHa «elje JaeT eMy BO3MOXHOCTb ropeTb». laTpuca
BHE3aMHO OXBaTW/ MOpPbIB APOCTHOMW HBpaTckon NWbBM K 3TOMY 4YeNoBeKYy, KOTOpbI
KOorga-To 6bl1 eMy COBeplleHHO YyXMM; Tenepb OH MOHAN, 4To, ybuB 3arpes, OH
HaBcerpa cBa3an cebsa C HUM y3amm bHonee MPOYHbIMUA, 4YeM Yy3bl Nb6BM. U obwmmK Hbinu
HAKOMUBLIMNECA B HeM C/ie3bl C NPUBKYCOM XMU3HU U CMEpPTWU.

BCNOMUHAsAA HEBO3MYTUMOCTb 3arpes, rAsaasuWero B JNLO CMepTU, Mepco npo3peBas B Hew
TaWHbiM U 6e3XanoCTHbIM 0bpa3 COBCTBEHHOM XW3HW. MPO3peHu Momorasna auxopanka, a
elle — BOCTOpPXEHHAs YBEPEeHHOCTb B TOM, YTO OH MNpebyaeT B MOJHOM CO3HAHUMU A0
CaMoOro KOHLA M BCTPETUT CMepTb C OTKPbITbIMM rfa3amMu. B TOT Aanekund AeHb rnasa
3arpes Toxe ObliIM OTKPbITbl — M HA HUX HaBepTbIBA/IMCb Cne3bl. HO To 6blna nocnegHsas
cnabocTb 4yenoBeka, He CyMeBWEro B3ATb CBOE OT XM3HU. A MaTpucy Heyero 6biio
60AaTbCA 3TOM CnNabocTu. BCAyWMBAACb B JIMXOPaAOuYHble TO/YKU KPOBU, CJ/IOBHO pBYllencs
BOH M3 Tena, OH 3HajN, YTO 3Ta HanacTb 0boMAET ero CTOPOHOM. MBO OH Chirpan
npefHa3Ha4YeHHYlw eMy poJib, WCMOMHWA eAUHCTBEHHbIN HACTOAWWA AOAT 4yesoBeka — ObITb
cyacTnMBbIM. MpaBAd, CYACT/AMBLIM OH OblI Heaonro. Ho pa3Be Aeno BO BpeMeHW? OHO
MOXET TO/IbKO CAYXMTb MPensaTCTBMEM HAa NYyTM K CYACTbi, @ B OCTA/IbHOM €ro MOXHO U
He NMpUHUMaTb B pacyeT. Mepco ogosen 3Ty nperpajy, a YX CKOJbKO TaM CyMesno
NMPOXUTb MOPOXAEHHOE UM HOBOE W CYACT/IMBOE CYWeCTBO — ABa roja WiM ABa AecsATKa
NneT — 3TO 3HAYyeHWss He uMeeT. CYACTbe COCTOANO B TOM, YTO OH Jan XU3Hb ITOMY
CylecTBy.

JlocbeHa nofgHsAnacb, 4Tobbl MOMPaBUTb OAEANIO, Chnos3llee C ero nae4y. OH B3APOTrHYNn OT
ee MPUKOCHOBEHMA. HauyMHasa C TOro AHA, KOrAQA OH UYMXHYN Ha njowaauM nepep BWUIION
3arpes, M BMIOTb A0 HblHEWIHEro 4aca, ero Tej0 Bepor M NpaBAoN CAYXWIO0 NOCPELHUKOM
MeXAY HMM CaMMM M MMPOM. HO B TO Xe BpeMms NpoAOJ/iXano COBCTBEHHOe CylleCTBOBaHue,
He 3aBUCUMOE OT BOMJIOWEHHOro B HeM YyesnioBeka. W BCe 3TU rofbl B HeM AJUNCS
MeAJIeHHbI, He3puMbIM Mpouecc pacnaja. Tenepb OHO 3aBepwWaso CBOM NyTb M 6bLIO
roTOBO paccTaTbCs C XO35IMHOM, BEPHYB €ro Mupy. [IpOXb, BHE3anMHO cCOTpscwas
natpuca, 6b1a JAUWHUM NOATBEPXAEHUMEM WX AaBHero v obowaHoOro cornacus, KoTopoe
JapoBasio UM 0boMM CTONIbKO pajaocTer. Byab MHave, Mepco He BOCMPUHAN bbl 3Ty APOXb
C YYBCTBOM OTpapl. He XMTpA M He MaNoAywHU4Yas, OH A0BWICA TOro, 4Yero XoTen: B
ACHOM CO3HAHUKM OCTa/ICA HAaeAUHEe CO CBOWM TeJ/IoM U Ternepb MOr 3arffdHyTb B JINLO
CMepTM WMPOKO PACKPbITbIMA rna3amum. CyTb B TOM, 4Tobbl BeCTM cebs MO-MyXCKu, Beab
06a OHM 6bIIM HACTOAWMMM MyXYMHAMM. M BONblle HUYErOo BOKPYF — HU J0BBU, HU
MOKa3HbIX XeCTOB, — TONbKO 6ecKpalHsAs NyCTbiHA OAMHOYECTBA W CYacTbsA, Cpeau
KOTOpoW Mepco pas3birpbiBasl CBOW MOC/EAHUE KapThl.

Ero AbixaHune CTaHOBWIOCb Bce cnabee. OH BTAHYN B ceba rnoTok BO34AyXa, W nerkue
3axpunenun, CIOBHO pr6H MCMNOPYEHHOIr0o opraHa. JIOAbIXKW CKOBas XOJ0J4, KOHYUKU
naabueB oHemesnM. 3aHuMmanacb 3apA.

PaHHee yTpo 6bIO MOJIHO NTUL, U CBEXEeCTU. COJIHUE OJHMM CKA4YyKOM MOAHANOCH Haj
ropusoHToOM. 3emns obneknacb B 30/10TO U 3HOW. Hebo n Mope obmaBanu aApyr Apyra
rofiybbiMM M siHTapHbIMKM Opbi3rammM, WUrpaauM B COJIHEYHblE 3aWYUKU. TMOAHANCH JIerKuu
BeTep, AblUABWMIA COJNbI0 CKBO3HAK BOPBANICA B OKHO, OCBEXWB NAAOHU Mepco. K obepy
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BeTep YyTUX, U MNOA APYXHOEe MNeHWe UMKaA AeHb JIONHYA, C/JOBHO nepe3pesbin naoh, obaas
BCE NMPOCTPAHCTBO MWpA TEembiM U AYWACTbIM COKOM. [OKPbITOE 30/0TUCTHIMU MAC/SIHBIMU
6necTkamMyM Mope AOXHY/0 Ha M3HEMOrWyl OT COJHUA 3em/io, M ra, B CBOW oyepelb,
3ajplliasa apoMaTamy MOJbIHK, PO3MAPWUHA M pPACKANIEHHbIX KamHel. Jlexa B mnocTenu, Mepco
YNOBWUA MUF 3TUX AYHOBEHMIN, 3TOr0 B3aMMHOro obMeHa AapamMu U NpucTasibHen Brasgencs
B OFPOMHOE M OKpYrJsioe Mope, cuswuee ynbibkamm 60roe. MOTOM OH BHE3anHoO 3ameTun,
YTO yXe He NexuT, a CuMAMT, a pPAAoM C ero JIMUOM BMAHEEeTCS NMUO JICbeHbl. YTO-TO
noxoxee Ha KaMeHb MeAJ/IeHHO MOAHUMANOCh M3 TNybuHbl ero cywecTBa, NOACTynas K
caMmoMy ropjy. Mepco Apiwan Bce b6bicTpen u b6bicTpen, Mofb3yACb 3aAepXKaMU 3TOro
TAXENOro KoMKa. A TOT BCE MOAHUMANCA W MOAHMMANCHA. MepCo B3rAsHYN Ha JICbeHy,
CNOKOWHO YJbIbHYNCA, — Ka3asoCb, YTO €ro yjblbka Toxe WAET OTKYAA-TO U3HYTPU.
MoTOM OTKWHYJICS HA MOAYWKW, He nepecTaBas ouywaTb B cebe 3To MeAseHHoe,
Heylepxumoe BOCXOXAeHWe. MoCMOTpeNn Ha npunyxume ry6bbl JIOCbeHbl, Ha YNbIOKY 3emnu 3a
ee CMWHOW, — MOCMOTPEeNn C OAMHAKOBbIM MHTEPECOM U BOXAENIEHUEM.

«Yepe3 MUHYTY, yepe3 CeKyHAy», — NOAYManoCb emy. BOCXOXAeHWe 3aBepumnochb. W,
CTaB KaMHEM Cpeju KaMHeW, OH C PajoCTHbIM cepaueM 0bpaTWUNCsAs K UCTUHAM HeABUXHbIX
MUPOB .

CHOCKM

1

BanbTacap pacmaH (1601-1658) — mMcnaHCKUA nucaTeNb-MOpPasUCT, UE3YUT.

2

oBowmn, 3eneHb(aHrn.).

3

Haanucm Ha HeMeuKOM U UTANIbAHCKOM fA3blKaxX.

4

PbibHan noxnebka C npunpaBamu.

cnacnbo, 4YTO CKayaln KHUIY B HecnnaTHOM 3/1eKTPOHHOU bubnuoTeke
http://filosoff.org/ NpuaTHOoro uyTteHus!

http://buckshee.petimer.ru/ dopym Bakum buckshee. CnopT, aBTO, (UHAHCHI,
HeBUXUMOCTb. 3A0POBbLIA 06pa3 XU3HWU.

http://petimer.ru/ WHTepHeT Mara3uH, cauT WHTepHeT Mara3uvH oAexibl UHTepHeT
MarasuH obyBM MHTepHeT MarasuH

http://worksites.ru/ Pa3paboTka WMHTepHET Mara3uvHoB. CO3J4aHMe KOpPnopaTUBHbIX
CanToB. WHTerpauusi, XOCTUHI.

http://dostoevskiyfyodor.ru/ MpuaTHoro 4YTeHusa!
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