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Cnacmbo, 4TO CKadanu KHUry B 6ecnnaTHOW 3NeKTPOHHOW bubnunoTeke
http://gorkiymaxim.ru/ NpuATHOro 4yTteHus!

doma loppeeB. MaKCuM rOpbKMﬁ

I
JleT wecTbAecAT TOMY Ha3aj, Korja Ha Bojire CO CKa304YHOW 6HCTpOTOﬁ co3jaBasncCb
MUNJTNOHHbIE COCTOAHUA, — HA OAHOU U3 6apx boraua Kynua 3aeBa CJIYXu1 BOAOJINBOM

WrHaT ropaees.

CUNbHbIA, KPAaCMBLIA M HErnynbid, OH 6bl1 OAHMM M3 Tex JiAen, KOTOpbiM BCerjga v BO
BCEeM COMYTCTBYET yAaya — He NOTOMY, YTO OHW TaNaHT/AUBb U TPYAO0OUBLI, a CKopee
noToMy, 4TO, 06s1aZlas OrpOMHbIM 3anacoM 3HEPruu, OHW NO NMYTU K CBOUM LLEeNSIM He
YMEWnT — Jaxe He MOryT — 3aAyMblBaTbCH Haj, BbIOOPOM CPeACTB M He 3HalT WHOro
3aKOoHa, KpoMe CBOEro XeJlaHua. MHOrAa OHU CO CTpaxoM FOBOpPSAT O CBOEW COBecCTw,
NMopow MCKPEeHHO My4yawTcs B bopbbe C Hel, — HO COBeCTb Henobeauma nub AN cnabbix
JYXOM; CWJ/ibHble Xe, 6bICTpO OoBfajeBas ew, nopabolwawT ee CBOUM LenaM. OHU NPUHOCAT
€N B XepTBY HECKONbKO OECCOHHbIX HOYEW; a eCnM CAy4yuTCs, 4TO OHa ojoneeT WUX Ayuu,
TO OHU, nobexaeHHble e, HUKorJa He 6biBalT pa3buTbl M TaK Xe CUNbHO XUBYT MojA ee
HayasioM, Kak Xunu u 6e3 Hee...

B COpPOK NleT OoT poay WrHaT ropaeee cam 6bin1 COBCTBEHHMKOM Tpex MapoxoioB M AecATKa
bapx. Ha Bofre ero yBaxanuM Kak 6oraya m ymHOro 4yesioBeka, HO Janu emy nNpo3Buille —
Wanbii, 6o XM3Hb €ro He TekJa POBHO, MO NPAMOMY PyCNy, KakK Yy ApYrux Jioaen, emy
nofobHbIX, a TO WU Aeno, MATEXHO BCKunas, bpocanacb BOH M3 KOJIeM, B CTOPOHbI OT
HaXWBbl, /TABHOW LENM CywecCcTBOBaHMA. BblI0 Kak 6bl Tpoe ropaeeBbix — B Tene UrHarta
XUAU TpU Aywn.

O4Ha M3 HMX, camas MolWHas, 6bila TONbKO XaaHa, W Korga WrHaT NOAYMHANCA ee
BeJIEHUAM, — OH Obl1 MPOCTO YeNoBeK, OXBAYeHHbIi HEYKPOTUMOM CTpacTbi K paboTe. 3Ta
CTpacTb ropefia B HEeM AHM WU HOYMU, OH BCELENO MOr/oWancsa ew M, XBaTas BCHOLY COTHMU
M TbhicAYM pybnen, Kasanocb, HUKOrAa He MOI HACLITUTbCA WENeCTOM W 3BOHOM JeHer. OH
MeTasnica no BoJsire BBepX WM BHU3, yKpennsas v pasbpacbiBasd ceTU, KOTOPbLIMU JIOBW
30/10TO: CKynan no AepeBHAM xneb, BO3Wn ero B PbIBUHCK Ha cBoux bapxax; obmaHbiBan,
MHOrja He 3ameyan 3TOro, MNopow — 3amevyan, TOPXECTBYA, OTKPLITO CMesncA Haj
0bMaHyTbIMM M, B 6e3ymuy xaxapl AeHer, BO3BblWA/CA A0 NO33UM. HO, oTAaBas TaK MHOMO
Cunbl 3TOW noroHe 3a pybneMm, OH He Obl1 XaJeH B Y3KOM CMbIC/1e MOHATMA U Aaxe,
MHOrpa, obHapyXxMBan WCKpeHHee paBHOAYWME K CBOEMY WUMYLWECTBY.

OAHaxAabl, BO Bpems neaoxojaa Ha Bosre, oH cTosn Ha bepery u, BuaA, Kak nej iomaeTt
€ro HOBYW TPUALATUNATUCAXEHHYIW bapxy, NMPUTUCHYB ee K 0bpbiBUCTOMY bepery,
NpUroBapuBan CKBO3b 3ybbi:

— Tak ee!.. Hy-ka ewe... XxMu-gaBu!.. Hy, ewe pasok!..

— YTo, WUrHaT, — CAPOCUN ero KyMm MasikuH, — BbIXMMAeT NeA-TO Yy Tebsa M3 MOWHb ThicAY
hecaTb, 3Tak?

— Huyero! Eume cTo Haxueem!.. Tbl rnsau, kKak paboTtaeT Bonra-to! 370poB0? OHa,
MaTywka, BCH 3em/ll0 MOXeT Pa3BOPOTUTb, KaK TBOPOr HOXOM, — rnsau! BOT Te U _
«BbosipbiHA» MOAA! Bcero oAHy Boay nonnaBana... Hy, cnpaBuMM, 4YTO JIM, MOMUHKK en?

Bapxy pa3faBuio. WMrHaT C KyMOM, CUAS B TpakTupe Ha bepery, nuanm BOAKY U CMOTpenu
B OKHO, Kak BMeCTe CO JIbAOM MO peKe HeC/JNCb OOJIOMKU «BOSPbIHW» .

Xanko nocyay-To, MUrHat? — Cnpocun MasikuH.

— Hy, yero x xaneTtb? Bonra pgana, Boara v B3Ana... Yam, He pyKM MHeE OTOpBaso...
— Bce-Taku...

— YTo — BCe-Taku? JlagHO, XOTb CaM BuAen, Kak BCE jpgenanocb, — Bnepej Hayka! A
BOT, KOrja y MeHs «Bonrapb» ropen, — XaJlko, He Buaan d. Yam, Kakasa KpacoTa,

Korja Ha Boje, TEeMHOW HOYb, 3TaKWUA KOCTpulle NbinaeT, a? GonblWywMid napoxoauHa
6bin. . .

— ByATO TOXe He noxanen?
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— Mapoxoa? Mapoxoh — Xa/Ko 6bsio, TOYHO... Hy, Aa BeAb 3TO I/IyNOCTb OAHA XaNloCTb!
Kakon Tonk?

Mnnayb, noxanym: cnesbl Noxapa He noTywaT. MyCcKan ux napoxoabl ropAT. U — XOoTb BCE
cropy — nneeatb! [opena 6bl Aywa K paboTe... Tak nu? ,

— H-pa, — cKa3an MagkuH, ycMmexasacCb. — 3TO Tbl Kpenkue cjioBa roBopuilb... U KTO TakK
rOBOPUT — ero XOTb Aorona pasfeHb, OH BCé boraT 6yﬂeT...

OTHOCACb (PUNOCOPCKM K NOTEpsAM ThiCAY, WUMHAT 3HAN UEHY KaxAoN Konenke; OH Aaxe
HUUMM nojaBan peaAko U TOJNIbKO TeM, KOTOpble 6b1K coBepleHHOo HeCnoCcobHbl K pa60Te.
ECnn Xe MWNOCTLIHI NPOCKU YeslIoBeK Masio-Ma/ibCKU 3A0pPOBbIK, UrHAT CTPOro roBOpWUI:

— MNpoBanuean! Ewe paboTaTb MOXewb, — MOAM BOT ABOPHMKY MOeMy MNoMoru HaBo3 ybpaTb
— CEMMWHWUK AaM. ..

B nepuoabl yBleyeHus paboTol OH K NOASM OTHOCWUICSA CYPOBO U 6e3XasoCTHO, OH U cebe
nokos He paBan, NoBA pybnu. U BApPYr — OObIKHOBEHHO 3TO C/Ay4asoCb BECHOW, KOraa
BCE Ha 3ewm/e CTaHOBUTCA TaK obaATenbHO KpaCcnMBo U 4eM-TO YKOPWU3HEHHO J/1aCKOBbIM
BEeT Ha AylWwy C ACHOro Heba, — UrHaT ropaeeB Kak 6bl YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH HE XO3AWUH
CBOEro Aefna, a HU3KUN pab ero. OH 3aAymbiBasicAa W, NbITAMBO NOrnsApiBas BOKPYr cebs
M3-Moj FYCTbIX, HAaxXMypPeHHbIX OGpOBEN, LeNbIMA AHAMW XOAUA YIpioMbii U 3710M, TOYHO
cnpawmBas mMoniYa O 4yemM-To M 6osfICb CNpocuTb BCAyX. Toraa B HeM Mpochinanacb Apyras
Aywa — byrHaA U MOXOT/MBAA Aywa pa3jpaxeHHOro rofoAoM 3Beps. [ep3Kuid Co BCEMU U
LUVHUYHBIM, OH Nua, pa3BpaTHUYAN U cnauBan APYrux, OH MPUXOAUN B UCCTYMNJEHue, U B
HEM TOYHO BYJIKAH IpsA3u BCKWUMan. Kasanocb, OH belweHo pBeT Te LENM, KOTOpble CaM Ha
cebda cKoBanm U HOCUT, pBET UX U beccuneH pa3opBaTb. BCKIOKOYEHHbIN, FPA3HbIN, C
JIMLUOM, OMyXWWM OT MbAHCTBA M HGECCOHHbIX HOYeh, C HGe3yMHbIMM ria3amMu, OrPOMHbIA U
PEBYWMM XPWUMN/bIM FOJIOCOM, OH HOCU/ICS MO FOPOAY M3 OAHOrO BepTena B APYrow, He
cunTas b6pocan AeHbru, Nnakan noj NeHue 3ayHbiBHbIX NeceH, nascan v 6un
KOFO—HM6yﬂb, HO HUrge M HM B 4eM He HaXoaun YCNnOoKOoeHuA.

O ero KyTexax B ropoje Co3AaBa/iUCb JIEreHAbl, €ro CTPOro OCyXAa/n, HO HUKTO
HMKOrAQa He OTKAa3blBaJICA OT €ro NpUrialleHus Ha Oopruu. Tak OH XWi Hejenamu. U
HEOXUAAHHO SIBNANICSA [AOMOW elje BeCb MPOMUTAHHBIA 3amaxoM KabakoB, HO yxe
NOAABNEHHbI M TUXUA. CO CMUPEHHO OMYWEHHbIMW rfla3aMu, B KOTOPbLIX Tenepb ropen
CTbiA. OH MOMYaA CAyWwan YNpeKu XeHbl, CMUPHbIM U TYMoW, KaK OBLA, YXOAUN K cebe B
KOMHATY M TaMm 3anuMpanca. [0 HeCKOJibKY YacCOB KpsAAY OH BbiCTaMBas Ha KOJIEHAX npej,
obpasamu, OnNycTMB FO/IOBY Ha rpyAb; 6ecnomMowHo BMCENM ero pyku, ChnvHa crubanacsb,
M OH MOMYan, Kak bbl He cMeda MONMTbCA. K ABepsM Ha upiNoYykax NOAXOAMNA XeHa M
gnymang. Taxesnble B340OXM pa3jaBavCb 3a ABEpPb — B340OXM Jiowaau, ycTasion U
OJIbHOW .

— rocnoam! Tbl — BMAMWL!.. — FNyxo wenTan WUrHaT, C CWIOA NMPUXMMAs K WWPOKOW rpyau
NafioHN.

BO JHW MOKAAHWUSA OH MW TOJIbKO BOAY U €51 pxaHoW xNneb. XeHa yTpoMm cCTaBuna K ABepu
ero KoMHaTbl 6onbuwon rpaduH BoAbl, ByHTA nonTopa xneba u conb. OH OTBOPAN ABEPb,
bpan 3Ty Tpane3y M CHoBa 3anupanca. Ero He becnokowinm B 3TO BpeMms, jAaxe u3beranu
nonajaTbCs Ha rnasa emy... Yepe3 HeECKONIbKO [AHEN OH CHOBa ABMAANCA Ha bupxe,
WwyTUn, cmesanca, MPUHUMAN MOAPAAbl HAa NOCTaBKY xneba, 30pKWUA, KaK OMbITHbIA XULHUK,
TOHKWUMA 3HATOK BCero, 4TO KacaJiocChb Jena.

Ho BO BCex Tpex MNosocax XU3HW UrHaTa He MOKUAANO OAHO CTPACTHOE XelaHue-xenaHue
MMeTb CblHA, W 4YeM CTapee OH CTAHOBW/ICA, TeM CWbHee Xefajs. UYacTo MexAy HUM U
XEHOW Mpoucxoamnum Takue becepbl. MoyTpy, 3a 4Yaem, WM B nosjeHb, 3a obeaom, OH,
XMYpPO B3TJ/ISHYB Ha XeHY, TONCTY, PACKOPM/IEHHYH XEHIWMHY, C PYMsSHbIM JIMLOM U
COHHbIMW Tfla3amu, CrnpawvBan ee:

— YTO, HMYEro He YyBCTBYyeWb? OHA 3HaNa, O YeM OH cCnpawuvBasn, HO HEU3MEHHO
oTBe4yana:

— Kak MHe He 4YyBCTBOBaTb? KyJlaku-TO y Tebssi — BOHA Kakue, Kak rupw...
— S npo 4YpeBO cChpawvBaw, aypa...

— OT Takoro 6010 pa3Be MOXHO MOHECTU?
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— He oT 6010 Tbl He poaullb, a OTTOr0, 4YTO XpelWb MHOro. Habbewb cebe 6pwXO BCAKOW
nuuwen — pebeHKYy U Herje 3apoAauTbCH.

— BYATO A He poauna Tebe?..

— [eBOK-TO! — YKOpPM3HEHHO FOBOPW/I UrHAT. — MHe cbiHA HaAo! MoHuMaewb Tbl? CbiHA,
HacneaHuka! KoMy s nocje CMepTM KanuTan caam? KTo rpex MoOW 3amonuT? B MOHACTLIPb,
yTo Nb, BCE oTAATb? [JaaeHo uM, — byaeT yx! Tebe ocTaBuTb? Monenbwmua Tbl, — Tbl, W
BO Xpame CTosf, O Kynebsakax Aymaelb. A MOMpYy i — ONATb 3aMyx Bbidellb, MonaayT
Torpa Mou AeHbrM Kakomy-Hubyab Aypaky, — anum a8 ana 3Ttoro pabortaw? 3X Tol...

N ero oxBaTbiBajsa 3/006HaA ToCka, OH YyBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO XU3Hb ero — bHecuenbHa, ecau
He 6yleT y Hero cbiHa, KOTOPLIA Mpoaosixan bbl ee.

3a AeBATb JIeT CYNpyXecTBa XeHa poauna emMy YeTbipex [o4yepen, HO BCe OHM ymepnu. C
TpeneToM OXUAASA POXAEHUS, MIHAT Mano ropeBan 0b MX CMepPTU — OHU ObUIM HE HYXHb
eMy. XeHy OH 6un yxe Ha BTOpPOM roj CBaAbbbl, 6WA cHayana MnoA MbAHYW PYKy u b6e3
3/106bl, @ MPOCTO MO MOCNOBULE: «JIbU XeHY — Kak Ayuwy, TPACU ee — KaK rpyuwy»; HO
nocsie KaxAablX PoAOB Y Hero, obMaHyTOro B OXMAAHWUAX, pa3ropanacb HEHABUCTb K XeHe
M OH yxe bun ee C HacnaxaeHuem, 3a TO, YTO OHA He POAWUT €My ChiHA.

OAHaxAbl, HaxoAsiCb Mo Aenam B Camapckou rybepHun, OH MOJAYYMN M3 AOMA OT POAHbIX
Jerneuwy, M3BEWAaBWYW €ro O CMEPTU XeHbl. OH MEepPeKpPecTWUICA, NoAyman M Hanucan Kymy
MasiKuHY :

«XOopoHUTe 6e3 MeHa, Habnogah 3a UMYWECTBOM...»

NoTom OH nouwen B_LEPKOBb CAYXWUTb MNaHUXUAY W, NOMOJIMBUWMCL O YNOKOEHUU Ayln
HOBOMpPEeCTAaB/I€HHON AKWIUHbI, pewns1 MNoCKopee XeHUTbCAH.

B TO BpeMmsi eMy ObUIO COPOK TpW rofa; BbICOKUA, WWPOKOMIEYUA, OH FOBOPWSI TYCTbiM
b6acom, Kak NpoTOoAbAKOH; 6osnblMe rnasa ero CMOTPENM U3-Noj TeMHbIX bpoBel cMeno u
YMHO; B 3aropesioMm nuue, obpocwem rycton yepHom 60poaon, U BO BCEW €ro MOLWHOMU
turype b6bIO MHOFO PyCCKOW, 3A0pOBOW W Fpybon KpacoTbl; OT €ro naaBHbIX ABUXEHUN U
HEeTOPOM/IMBON MOXOAKWU BeSAJNI0O CO3HAHWEM CWUJbl. XeHWWHaM OH HpPaBWICHA U He mM3beran wux.

He npowsno nonyroaa Co AHA CMEPTU XeHbl, KAaK OH yXe NnocBaTajCca K Ao4Yyepu 3HAKOMOro
eMy no AeflaMm ypasbCKOro Kasaka-cTapoobpsaaua. OTel, HeBeCTbl, HECMOTPA HA TO, 4YTO
WrHaT 6bin1 M Ha Ypane M3BECTEH KaK «lasbii» 4YyesloBeK, BblAasl 3a Hero Aoyb. Ee 3Banu
HaTanbsa. BbicOKas, CTPOMHAA, C OrPOMHbIMM TOAyObIMM rAas3amMu U AJMHHOM TEMHO-PYCOWM
KoCol, OHa bbla AOCTOMHOW MapoV KpacaBuy MrHaTy; a OH ropAW/ICS CBOEW XEeHOW U
nobun ee nwbOBLID 340POBOr0 camua, HO BCKOpe Hayan 3aAyMYMBO U 30pPKO
NPUCMaTPUBATLCS K HeW.

Ynblbka pefko ABASAACb HAa OBaJIbHOM, CTPOrO MPABUALHOM JIMLE ero XeHbl, BCeraa oHa
Aymana o 4yemM-TOo, U B ronybblx ee rnasax, XOJIOAHO CMOKOWHbIX, MOPOM CBEPKaNo 4YTO-TO
TemMHoe, HenwauMmoe. B cBobogHOe OT 3aHATMM MO XO3AWCTBY BPEMS OHAa caaunacb y OKHa
camon 6onbloM KOMHaTbl B AOME U HEenoABUXHO, MON4Ya cuaena TyT No ABa, NO TPWU yaca.
Jinuo ee obpalweHo Ha ynuuy, HO B3rnsaf 6ell Tak 6e3yvyacTeH KO BCeMy, 4YTO XWUIO U
ABUranoCb 3a OKHOM, U B TO Xe Bpems bObll Tak COCpeaoTOYeHHO raybok, Kak byaTo oHa
CcMOTpesia BHYTpPb Ccebda. W noxoAka y Hee bbila CTpaHHAada — HaTanbA ABUranacb no
NMPOCTOPHbIM KOMHATaM AoMa MeAJsIeHHO U OCTOPOXHO, Kak b6yATO 4TO-TO HeBuAMMOe
CTecHsAno ceoboay ee ABUXEHUN. [oM bObll 0b6CTaBfeH C TAXenon, rpybo xBacT/MBOM
pocKolblo, BCE B HeM bnecTteno M Kpuyano o b6oraTcTBe X03siMHa, HO Ka3layka xoawuna
MUMO AOpPOruxX Mebenem U ropoK, HAMOJIHEHHbIX cepebpom, 6OKOM, MYyrjauMBO, TOYHO
bosnacb, 4UTO 3TU BeWW CXBATAT ee M 3aAaBAT. llyMHAs XU3Hb OONbWOro TOProBOro
ropoga He WMHTepecoBasa 3TY XEHWMHY, W KOrja OHA Bble3xana C MyxeM KaTaTbcsa, —
rnasa ee cCMOTpenu B CNUHY Kydyepa. ECAM Myx 3Ban ee B roCTM — OHA Wia, HO M Tam
Bena cebs Tak xe TUXO, KAK [AOMA; eClU K Hel MPUXOAUAN FoCTU, OHA YCepAHO mnowuna u
KopMuna uUx, He obHapykMBas MHTepeca K TOMYy, O YEM FOBOPWU/IN OHU, U HUKOFO U3 HUX
He npeanoymTas. JiMib MasikMH, YMHUUA U Banaryp, nOpow Bbi3biBAJI HA JiNLE ee YJbIoKYy,
HeACHY, KaK TeHb. OH rOBOPWN MPO Hee:

— DepeBOo — Hev6a6a! OAHAKO XW3Hb — KaK KoCTep HeyraCMMHﬁ, BCMbIXHET U 3Ta
MOJIOKAHKa, Aau Cpok! Torga yBmamMm, KaKuMMM OHa LBeTaMu pacuBeTeT...

— 31, Kynyrypka! — wyTnvMBOo roBOpua MUrHaT XeHe. — UTO 3aaymanacb? WAM no cCBOEeW
CTaHuue CcKyvyaewb? XvBu Beceneun!
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OHa Monyana, CMNOKOWHO NOrnsapiBas Ha Hero.

— BONbHO yX Tbl YacTO NO LEepKBam XoAuvlb... loroauna 6bi ! ycneeuwb eule rpexmn-Tto
3aMo/IUTb, — CMNepBa Harpewu. 3HaelWb: He cCOorpewullb — He MNnoKaewbCA, He nokaewbca —
He cnacewbcAa... Tbl BOT rpewu, noka mosioga. loepem KaTaTtbcAa?

— He xo4yeTcH...

OH noacaxuBasncs K Hel, obHuman ee, X0/1I04HY, CKYNnO OTBe4YaBWYyKHw Ha ero nacku, u,
3arnaabiBaa B ee rnasa, rosopun:

HaTanba! UYero Tbl Takas HepanoCTHaA? CKY4YHO, 4YTO /M, CO MHOM, a?

HeT, — KpaTKO OTBeYyYasia OHa.

TaKk 4TO Xe — K CBOMM, 4YTO aM, xo4yeTca?

Ja, — HeT... TakK 3TO...

0 yem Tbl Aymaewb?

— S He aymaw...
— A YTO Xe?
— TaK...

OaHaxabl OH Aobuncs oT Hee 6oJsiee MHOIMOCJ/IOXHOMO OTBeTa.

— B cepiue y MeHsi — CMyTHOe 4YTo-TO. M B rnasax... U BCE KaXeTCss MHe, 4YTO 3TO —
He HacTosuee. ..

OHa noBena BOKpYr cebs pykol, Ha CTeHbl, Mebenb, HAa BCE. WUrHAT He NoAyman Haj ee
cnoBamMuM U, CMeACb, CKasan en:

— DTOo Tbl HanpacHo! TyT BCE caMoe HacTosuee... Belwb BCE poporas, nNpoyHas... Ho —
3axovyewb — BCe COXry, pacnpojam, pa3fapw U — HoBoe 3aBepy! Hy, xenaewb?

— Ha 4TO? — CNOKOMHO CKa3ana oHa. Ero yAMBAANO, KakK 3TO OHa, Takas monoaas,
3/10pOBasi, XMBET — TOYHO CMUT, HUYEro He XO4yeT, HUKyAad, KpOMe LepKBeu, He XoauT,
Naen AMYNTCA. U OH yTewan ee:

— BOT noroau — poauiib Tbl MHE CblHAa, — COBCEM JApyras XW3Hb y Teba nongeTt. 3TO Tbl
OTTOro nevyanuuibCca, 4To 3aboThl y Tebs mano, oH Tebe pacT 3aboTy... Poauiuib Belb
CblHa, a?

— Kak bor pact, — oTBeyasa OHa, OMyCKas rosioBy. [OTOM ee HAaCTpoeHue CTano
pasapaxaTb ero.

— Hy, MOJIOKaHKa, 4YTO HOC noBecuna? XOAUT — POBHO MO CTeKAy, CMOTPUT — ByATO Ayuy
ybl-TO 3arybuna! Baba Tbl Takas fsapeHas, a BKyca y Teba HeT HM K uyemy, Aypexa!

Pa3, npuas AOMOM BbLIMMBWKM, OH Hayan MNpucTaBaTb K HeW C Jlackamum, a OHa YKJIoHssach
OT HMX. Torjga OH pacCepauncs M KPUKHYN:

— HaTanba! He aypu, cMmoTpu.

OHa obepHynacb SMUOM K HEMy WU CMNOKOWHO cChpocuna:

— A TOo 4YTO byneTt?

UrHaT ocBupenen OoT 3TUX CJIOB U ee 6e360A3HEHHOro B3radAAa.
— YTO? — pSABKHYN OH, HacTynas Ha Hee.

— MpubUTb, 4YTO N, XOYewb? — He ABUrasCb C MecTa M He MOPrHyB rja3om, cChpawvBana
OHa.
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NrHaT MpuBLIK, yTob npeg rHeBom ero Tpenetanaum, n emy 6bi10 AMKO M 0bUAHO BUAETb ee
cnokoucTBuUue.

— A — BOT!.. — KPUKHYN OH, 3amaxMBasiCb Ha Hee. He bObICTPO, HO BOBpEMS OHa
YKNOHMNACb OT ero yjapa, NOTOM CXBaTuina PYyKy ero, OTTO/IKHYyna ee npoyb OT cebs wu,
He MoBblllas roJsioca, ckKasana:

— EXenun TpoHelb, — bofblle KO MHe He noaxoau! He aonyuy Ao cebs!

Bo/nblMe rnasa ee CY3WIUCb, U UX OCTPbIM, pexywmh bneck oTpe3BUN UrHata. OH MOHAN
no _nuuy ee, 4TO OHA TOXe — 3BEPb CWIbHbIA M, €C/IM 3axo4eT, — He AONYCTUT ero Ao
cebda, XOoTb A0 CMepTu 3aben ee.

— Y-y, Kynyrypka! — pblKHy/n1 OH W ywern.

Ho, OTCTYNWMB npej Hel OAHaxXAbl, B APYron pa3 OH He caenan Obl 3TOro: He MOr OH
notepneTb, YTOb6 XEHWMHA WU XEHA ero He MPeKJOoHMNACb Npea HWUM, — 3TO YHWU3UAO 6bl
ero. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO X€HA HM B YEM M HUKOrja He YCTYNUT eMy M UYTO MexXAy HUM
M el JOMXHA 3aBA3aTbCA ynopHas 6opbba.

«JlagHo! NornsaauMM, KTO KOro», — AyMaJsl OH Ha C/eAYWUA AeHb, C YIpooMbiM
nbonbITCTBOM Habnwaas 3a Hew, U B AYWlE €ro yxXe pa3ropasocb bypHOe xenaHue HavyaTb
b6opbby, uTODO CKOopee HacnaaMTbCA nobeaown.

Ho AHS 4yepe3 veTblpe HaTasbs POMUHMYHA OOBABMIA MYyXy, 4YTO OHa bepemeHHa. WrHaTt
B3APOrHyN OT pajoCTU, Kpernko ObHAN ee U rnyxo 3aroBOpwW:

— HaTawa... exenu — CblH, eXenn CbiHa poauvwb — o3o0s04y! UTOo Tam! MNpsaAMO roBopw —
cnyrow Tebe byay! BoT — Kak nepes 6orom! Mog Horu Tebe nAry, Tonym MeHs, Kak
3axoyellb !

— B >TOM He Hawa BONA, a boxbaA!.. — TUXO U Bpa3ymMnTe/NIbHO CKa3ajla OHa.

— Jla, — boxbs! — C ropeybd BOCK/JMKHY/ UrHAaT U FPYCTHO MOHWUK roJsioBovi. C 3Tou
MUHYTbl OH Hayan XOAMTb 3a XEHOM, KaK 3a ManbiM pebeHKoM.

— MowTo cena K OKHY? CMOTpM — HaayeT B 60K, 3axBopaelwb ewe'!.. — roBopua OH eW
CYPOBO M NIaCKOBO. — YTO Tbl CKayellb MO JIECTHULLE-TO? BCTPAXHEWbCA KaK-HUbYyAb... A
Tbl ewe 6onbwe, Ha ABOMX elWb, 4TObb eMy XxBaTano...

HaTanbl xe b6epeMeHHOCTb caenana ewe bonee COCPeAOTOYEHHOM U MOMYANIMBOM; OHA
rnybxe ywna B cebs, norsoueHHas 6uMeHMEM HOBOW XM3HM MOJ CepALEM CBOMM. Ho ynblbka
ee ryb crtana scHee, W B rjaasax Nopon BCMbIXMBANO 4TO-TO, HOBOe, cCjlaboe u pobkoe,
Kak nepBbin nNpobneck yTpeHHen 3apu.

Korga HacTynuio Bpemsi pooB, — 3TO ObUIO paHO YTPOM OCEHHEro AHSA, — MPU MNepBOM
Kpuke 6051, BbIpBABWEMCS Y XeHbl, UrHaT nobneaHen, XoTen YTO-TO CKa3aTb en, HO
TONIbKO MaxHy/l PyKOW W Yywesn M3 ChanbHW, e XeHa Kopyunacb B Cyaoporax, yuesn BHU3
B MaJieHbKYW KOMHATKY, MOJIEHHYW ero MOKOWHOW MaTepu. OH Besen npuHecTun cebe
BOAKW, CeNn 3a CTON U CTal YrpwMo NUTb, MPUCIYWUBAsSICb K CyeTe B AoMe. B yrny
KOMHaTbl, OCBeleHHble OrHeM Jiamnajbl, CMyTHO PUCOBAJIUCb JINKU WUKOH, Oe3yyacTHble U
TemHble. TaMm, HaBepXy, Haj €ro roJioBoW, ToMaaM M WApKaauM HOramm, 4TO-TO TSHAXesoe
nepeaBuranu no nony, rpemena nocypa, no NecTHUULEe BBepX W BHWU3 cyeTnmBo beranu. ..
BCé penanocb 6bICTPO, TOPOMIUBO, HO BpeMs WO MeAJIeHHO... Jlo ciyxa WUrHata
JOHOCWU/IUCb MOJAaBJIeHHbIE [OJioCa.

— He pa3poaMTCs OHa Tak-TO... B LeEepKOBb Obl mocnaTb, 4TOob uapckue BpaTa
OTBOPW/M. . .

B KOMHaTy, COCejaHw C TOW, rae cuaen UrHaTt, Bowna npuxmBasika BaccCywKa U FPOMKUM
WENOTOM CTasla MOJUTLCA:

— locnoan 6oxe Hau. .. 61aroBOfIMBLIA CHUTU C Hebec u poanTnca OT CBATHIA
6OFOpOAMuH... BeJbiIn HeMOouHOe 4YesioBe4YeCKOoro ecrtecTtBa... MNpPOCTU pa6e TBOEWU. ..

W Bapyr, 3arnywas BCe 3BYKM, pa3faBasiCAd HeyesloBeYeCKUW BOW, COTpsACABWMA Ayuwy,
AN NPOAONXUTENbHLIN CTOH TUXO MJblI MO KOMHATAM AOMA W yMMpan B Yyraax, Yyxe MOJHbIX
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BeYepHero cympaka... WrHat 6pocan yrpwombsle B3rasfabl HA WKOHbl, TAXENO B3AbIXan U
ayman:

«HeyxTo onAaTb AoYb byaeT?»

Mopo OH BCTaBan W MOMYa KPEeCTUICA, HMU3KO KJAHAACb MKOHAM, MNOTOM OMNATb Caauncs
3a CTO/M, MW BOAKY, HE OMbSAHABIYKW €ro B 3TW 4achl, Apeman, WU — TakK NpoBen BecChb
Beyep, M BCH HOYb, M YTPO AO MNONYAHS. ..

N BOT HAKOHel, CBepxy TOpOrnjauBo cbexana NoBUTYXA, TOHKUM U PAAOCTHbLIM FOSOCOM
Kpuya emy:

— C CbiHOM Tebsa, UrHat MaTBeeBuy!
— Bpeuwb!
— Hy, 4yTO 3TO Tbl, baTwwkal..

B3[l0OXHYB BO BCH CWIY FPYAU, WUrHAT PYXHY/N HA KONEHM U APOXAlWWUM rOS10COM
3abopMoTan, Kpenko MpUXUMas PyKU K Tpyau:

— CnaBa Tebe, rocnoau! He BocxoTen Tbl, CTaNo 6bITb, 4YTOGL MpekpaTWacsa poa Mmou! He
OCTaHyTca 6e3 onpaBaaHua rpexm Mou npep Tobow... Cnacubo Tebe, rocnoau!

M TOTYyaC Xe, MNOAHABWMCb HA HOMM, OH Hadasl 3blMHO KOMAHAOBAThb:

— 2n! MNoe3xal KTo-HUBYyAb K HuKone 3a nonom! WUrHaTwui, Mon, MaTeBeudy npocuT!
noxanymrte, MoJi, MOJAUTBY POXEHWULE AaTb...

ABUNacb ropHM4YHaa M TPEBOXHO CkKa3ajla emy:
— UrHatum MaTBeum4y! HaTanbs SOMMHUWHA BaC 30BET... MJIOXO MUM...

— Yero nioxo? Mpomaet! — pb4an OH, PaAOCTHO CBepkas rnasamu.— CKaxu cemdac unay!
Ckaxu — monogeu, oHa! Cenyac, Mon, MOAAPOK Ha 3yboK AocTaHeT u npuaet! Cton!
3aKyCcKy nony npuroToBbTe, 3a KYMOM MasikKuHbIM nownuTe!

Ero orpomHas ¢mrypa TOYHO ele BbIPOC/A, OMbSHEHHbLIA PAaAOCTblO, OH Heneno MeTancs no
KOMHaTe, MoTupan pyku u, bpocas Ha obpa3a yMmMWeHHble B3r/ififbl, KPeCcTWICHA, WWAPOKO
pa3maxmBas PyKOW... HaKOHel, nowen K XeHe.

Tam npexpae Bcero 6pocunocb B rnasa emy MajieHbKoe KpacHoe Tefblie, KOoTopoe
NoOBUTYXa Mbila B KOpbITE. YBUAAB e€ro, WUrHaT BCTa/l Ha HOCKM camnor v, 3aJOKUB PYKWU
3a CNWHY, nolwen K Hemy, CTynas OCTOPOXHO W CMeWHO OTTOMbIPUB rybbl. OHO Bepewasno u
bapaxTanoch B Boje, ObHaxeHHOoe, beccunbHoe, TporaTesibHO XaJKoe. ..

— Tbl, TOBO, — OCTOpOXHEe TUCKAMW... BeAb Yy Hero eue M KOCTerm-To HeT... — cKa3zan
WrHaT noBUTYyXe MPOCUTENbHO M BMOAFOJOCaA.

OHa 3acmesnacb, OTKpbiBas 6e33y6bii poT M JIOBKO nepebpacbiBasi pebeHka C pPyku Ha
PYKY.

— WAM K XeHe-ToO...

OH MOCNYWHO ABWHYJICA K MOCTENW U Ha XOoA4y CMNPOCWN:

— Hy 4yTO, HaTanbaA?

NnoTtom, noaouas, OTAEPHYN Npoyb nonor, H6pocaBWMA TeHb HA NOCTEeNb.

— He BbIXMBY f...— pasfancs TUXMKA, XpUNawmm ronoc.

WrHaT Mon4yan, MNpUCTasbHO MAAAA HA JIMLLO XeHbl, YTOHYyBlUlee B 6efon noayuke, no
KOTOpOW, Kak MepTBble 3Meu, PACKUHY/IUCb TeMHble MpsAM BOJIOC. XenTtoe, Oe3xXn3HeHHoe,
C YepHbiIMM NATHAMU BOKPYr OFPOMHbIX, LWMPOKO PACKPBITBIX a3 — OHO Ob10 4yyxoe emy. W
B3rNAA 3TUX CTPaWHbIX MNna3, HEMNoOABWXHO YCTPEMSIeHHbIN KyAa-TO B Aafib, CKBO3b CTEHY,
— Toxe b6b1 He3HakKoM UrHaTy. Cepaue ero, CTUCHYTOE TSXesbiM NpeavyyBCTBUEM,
3amefnuno papocTHoe bueHwne.
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— Huyero... 3TO yX Bcerjga... — TUXO IOBOpPWUS OH, HAK/IOHAACH NoOueNoBaTb XeHy. Ho
npAaMo B UUO e€ro OHa noBToOpuUna:

— He BbIXUBY...

rybbl y Hee ObIM cepble, XOJIOAHblE, W KOraa OH MPUKOCHYJICA K HMM CBouMKM rybamm, TO
MOHAN, YTO CMepPTb — YXe B Hew.

— 0, rocnoamM! — ucnyraHHbIM WEMNOTOM MPOU3HEC OH, YYBCTBYSl, YTO CTpax AABUT emy
rop/io U He jJaeT JAblwaTb. — HaTawa! Kak xe? Beab eMy — rpylAb Haao? 4YTo Tbl 3TO!

OH 4YyTb He 3aKkpuyan Ha XeHy. OKO/JI0O Hero cyetTwlacb NOBUTYXA; bonTtas B BO34yXe
nnavyumm pe6eHKOM, OHa 4TO-TO y6eAMTean0 roeopuna emy, HO OH HMYero He cCibilan w“
He MO OTOpBaTb CBOWUX N1a3 OT CTpPAWHOro nuvua XeHbl. ry6u ee lweBenninCb, OH Chbllan
TUXMe cnoBa, HO He NoHuMMas uUX. Cuaa Ha Kpaw nocTesn, OH FOBOPWI TZIYXUM U pO6KMM
rOJIOCOM:

— Tbl noaymanm — Beab OH be3 Tebsa He MoxeT, — Belb MnageHeu! Tbl Kpenucb AYyLON-TO:
MbIC/Ib—-TO 3Ty FOHU! TOHU ee...

roBopma M NOHUMa/N — HEHYXHOe TIOoBOpPUT OH. Cne3bl BCKMNa/M B Hem, B Irpyau poaunocChb
YTO-TO TAXesoe, TOYHO KaMeHb, XO0JiogHOe, KaK JibAWHa.

— MpocTn MeHs — npowan! Beperun, CMOTpU... He nen... — 6e33BYy4YHO WenTasa HaTanbA.

CBAWEHHWK npuvwesn u, 3aKpblB 4eM-TO MU0 ee, CTajl, B3AblXad, 4yuTaTb HaA Hew
ymonawijpne cnoBa:

— «Bnapblko rocnoan BcCeAepxuTento, ucuenaam BCAKUN Heayr... m cuwo, AHeCb poauBLYHO,
pa6y TBOKW HaTanbw MUCUE/IN... U BOCCTABU 10 OT ojpa, Ha HeM Xe JIeXuUT... 3aHe, No
npopoka JaBupa C/JiOBeCuU:» B 6e33aKoHMAX 3ayaxomca M CKBepHaBM BCU eCMbl npej
TObBOW. . .»

fonoc cTapuka npepbiBasicsa, Xyaoe nuuo 6bi110 CTporo, OT oAexh ero naxnao najgaHoMm.

— «...N3 HeAa POXAeHHOIro MnajeHua cobnoan OT BCAKOro agad... OT BCAKUA JIOTOCTMU...
OT BCAKWUA 6pr... OT AYXOB JNYyKaBblX, AHEBHbIX Xe& WU HOWHbIX. . .»

WrHaT 6e3MonBHO nnakan. Cnesbl ero, bosbwue U Tensble, NaAAAN HA OBHAXEHHYW PYKY
XeHbl. HO pyKa ee, [JOJIXKHO ObiTb, He YyBCTBOBasa, Kak yAapslTCs O Hee C/e3bl: OHa
oCTaBanacCb HENoOABMXHOM, M KOXa Ha HelW He B3jparveana OT YAapoB cne3. [pPUHAB
MOMMTBY, HaTanbs Bnajsa B 6ecnaMATCTBO M Ha BTOpble CYTKM yMepaa, HM C/0OBa He
CKa3aB HUKOMY bosble, — ymepsa TaK Xe Moa4a, KaK Xuna. YCTPOUB XeHe MblHble
MOXOPOHbI, WMrHAT OKpeCcTWNn CbiHA, Ha3Ba/l ero ®oMoM U, CKpens cepiue, OTAAN €ro B
CeMbld KPeCTHOro oTua MaskHHA, Y KOTOPOro XeHa He3aAo/sro npea 3TUM Toxe poawna. B
ryctod TemHoW bopoje UrHaTa CMepTb XeHbl MOCessia MHOrO CeauH, HO B briecke ero
rna3 siBWIOCb HeYTO HOBOe — MSAMKOe W JlaCKOBOe.

IT

MasikMH XM B OFPOMHOM ABYX3TaXHOM AOMe C 60/blMM MNa/lMCaJHMKOM, B KOTOPOM MbIIHO
pa3pocinCb MOryyme cTapble Nunbl. FyCcTble BETBU YACTbIM, TEMHbIM KPYXEBOM 3aKpbiBaU
OKHa, M COJIHUEe CKBO3b 3Ty 3aBecy C TpyAoM, pa3Aapob/eHHbMM SyyaMu MPOHUKANO B
MasleHbKMe KOMHATbl, TECHO 3acCTaB/ieHHble pa3Hoobpa3HoM Mebenbi M 60MbWMMM
CYHAYKAMW, OTYEero B KOMHATax BCeraa uapuwin CTporum nonyMmpak. Cembs bbina
bnaroyecTMBa — 3anax BOCKa, /sajaHa M NaMnajHOro Macna HanoMHAN AO0M, NOKasiHHble
B3/[0XW, MOJIMTBEHHble C/IOBA HOCWIUCL B BO3AyXe. OBPSAAHOCTU WUCMOJIHAINCb HEYKJIOHHO,
C Hac/llaxaeHueMm, B HUX Bfarajnacb BCA CBoboaHas cuna obutaTtenen aoma. B cympayHow,
AYWHOW U TAXeNIoN aTMochepe Mo KOMHATaM Mo4YTW OecCllyMHO ABUraIUCb XEHCKUe GUrypbl,
ojeTble B TeMHble NnaThbs, BCerja C BUMAOM AYWEBHONO COKpPYWEHMs Ha Auuax UM Bcerja B
MAFKMX TyQasax Ha Horax.

CembAa fKOBa MafKMHa coCcTOofNla U3 Hero camoro, €ro XeHbol, AoYepun U NATU
poAaCTBEeHHUY, npuyem camMor Mnajwen M3 Hux 6biio TpuaLaTb YyeTbipe roga. Bce OHU 6611
OJlMHAKOBO 6ﬂaFOHECTMBH, 6€3/IMYHbl U NOAYUHEHbI AHTOHUHE MBaHOBHe, XO03flKe joma,
XeHuunHe BHCOKOﬁ, xynoﬁ, C TeMHbIM nunuoM U CTpormMm cCepbiMM riasamm, — OHU bnecTtenu
B/JIACTHO U YMHO. bBbln ewe y MaskumHa, CbH Tapac, HO UMA €ro He YNnOMMHa/lIoOCb B CeMmbe;
B ropojge 6bin10 M3BeCTHO, 4YTO C Tou nopbl, Kak JeBATHaALATUNETHUN Tapac yexan B
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MOCKBY YYMTbCS M 4yepe3 Tpu roja XEHWICS Tam NPOTMB BO/M OTLA, — SIKOB OTpeKcs oT
Hero. A noTtam Tapac nponan 6e3 BecTW. FOBOPWIM, YTO OH 3a 4YTO-TO COCNaH B
Cnbupsb. ..

SKOB MasikMH — HU3EHbKWUWA, XY[AOW, WPKWUA, C OFHEHHO-pPbIXEW KIMHOoobpa3Hou bopoakon —
Tak CMOTpesn 3esieHOBaTbIMM rJla3amM, TOYHO FOBOPWUSI BCEM U KaXAOMY :

«Hnyero, cypapb MoM, He becnokomTecb! 4 BaC MOHUMAW, HO €XeNu Bbl MEHS He TPpOHEeTEe
— He BblAaM...»

rosioBa y Hero 6bia Moxoxa Ha SAWLO U YPOA/IMBO BesMKa. BbICOKWUW /106, M3pe3aHHbIN
MOPIWMHAMK, CAMBANCA C NLICMHOM, M Ka3anoCb, 4YTO Yy 3TOr0 YenoBeka JBa nvua — OJHO
NPOHULLATENIbHOE U YMHOEe, C AJIMHHBIM XPSAlWEeBbIM HOCOM, BCEM BUAMMOE» a Hal HUM —
apyroe, 6e3 rnas, C OAHMMM TOJIbKO MOpWWMHaMM, HO 3a HUMKM MasikmH Kak Obl mpsTan u
rnasa u rybel, — npsTan A0 BPEMeHW, a Korjga OHO HACTYNUT, MasikKMH MOCMOTPUT Ha MUP
WHbIMA Tfa3amu, YNblbHeTCA WHOW YJbIOKON.

OH 6bln BNajenbUEM KAHATHOMO 3aBoja, WUMen B ropoje y npucTaHenm NaBOYKY. B 3TOM
NlaBoyKe, 0 MNOTOJIKA 3aBasJieHHOM KaHaToM, BepeBKOW, MeHbKOW U naknen, y Hero b6eina
MaJieHbKasi KaMopKa CO CTEeK/SSHHOM CKpuny4yen ABepbi. B KaMopke cTosAn bosbuion,
cTapbii, YpPOANMBLIA CTOJN, Nepej HUM — Fybokoe Kpecsio, U B HeM MaskuH CUAen LesbiMu
OHAMKW, nonuBas 4an, yuTas «MOCKOBCKME BeAOMOCTU». Cpeau KyneyecTBa OH
Nonb30BaNiCA YyBaXeHUeM, C/laBOM «MO3TOBOIro» 4yesloBeKa WU Oo4YeHb JbuUn CTaBUThb Ha BuUA
APEeBHOCTb CBOE€M MOopoAbl, FOBOPSA CUMJIbIM FO/IOCOM:

— Mbl, MasfiKWUHbI, ele Npu mMaTylwke EKATepuHe Kynuamu 6binn, — cTano 6bITb, S — 4YyenoBek
YNCTOUN KpOBMU. ..

B 3TOW ceMbe CbiH UrHaTa lropaeeBa MPOXWI WeCTb JieT. Ha ceabMoMm roay ¢ooma,
60/1bWEroNOBbIA, WMPOKOrPYAbIA MANbYMK, Ka3anca cTapwe CBOUX JIeT U Mo pPoCTy U Mo
Cepbe3HOMYy B3TMAAY MWUHAANEBWUAHbIX, TEMHbIX rja3. MOSYasMBbIN U HACTOMYMBLIN B CBOMX
LETCKUX XEeNaHUsX, OH MO UuenbiM AHAM BO3WICHA C UrpylKaMu BMeCTe C AOoYepbi MasikMHa
— Jiwbol, noa 6e3MONIBHbIM HaA30pOM OAHOW M3 POACTBEHHUL, psAbOM M TONCTOW CTapeu
JEeBbl, KOTOPYW MO4YeMy-TO 3Bajau By3f, — CYWECTBO 4eM-TO UCNyraHHoe, AaxXe C AeTbMM
OHa roBoOpuW/Ia BMNOMF0/0CA, OAHOC/IOXHbBIMA C/IOBaMuM. 3Hash MHOXECTBO MOJIMTB, OHa He
pacckasbiBasia ®oMe HM OAHOW CKA3KWU.

C AeBOYKOM dOMa XU APYXKHO, HO, KOrAA OHAa yem-Hubyab cepamna wnum ppasHuna ero,
OH OnepHen, HO34puM ero pasAyBajMCb, OH CMEWHO Tapawun rjnasa M asapTHo bun ee.
OHa nnakana, bexana K maTepu M XanoBanacb e, HO AHTOHMHA nwbuna domy M Ha
Xanobsl godvepu mMano obpaiwana BHUMaHWUA, UYTO elle bonee cKpennano Apyxby aAeTen. JleHb
®OMbl ObIT ANVHEH, OfHOObOpa3eH. BCTaB C MOCTENU U YMbIBWACL, OH CTAHOBWICH nepep
obpasom M, noj HawenTbiBaHWe By3M, UMTaN AJIMHHbIE MOJIMTBbI. MOTOM — JIMAM Yal U
MHOFO enu cAobHbix b6ynok, nenewek, NUPOXKOB. Mocne 4yas — NeToM — AeTu
OTNpPaBAANUCL B FYCTOW, OFPOMHbIN Caj, CNyCKaBWMMCA B OBpar, Ha AHE KOTOPOro
Bcerpa 6b10 TeMHO. OTTyAA BeSNO ChIPOCTbH U YeM-TO XYTKUM. [leTel He nyCcKaau Aaxe
Ha Kpau oBpara, M 3TO BCeAWNO0 B HUX CTpax K oBpary. 3uMmonm, oT 4as Ao obeaa,
Urpasn B KOMHATax, €C/N Ha ABope Obll0 O4eHb MOPO3HO, WM WM HA ABOP U Tam
KaTanucCb C 6OJblWIOV NIeASHOW [Opbl.

B nongeHb obepanun— «MO-PYCCKU», KaK roBopwun MafaKuH. CHayasna Ha CTOJl CTaBwWIu
6onbmym YallKy XWPHbIX Wen C pXaHbiMU CyXapAMun B HUX, HO bes MACa, MNOTOM Te Xe Wn
e/in C MACOM, Hape3aHHbIM MeNnKMMU KyCKaMu, MNOTOM XapeHoe — nopocCeHKa, rycsa,

TENATUHY WUIN Cbiuyr C Kameﬁ, — NOTOM CHOBa nojgaBajin 4YalkKy noxnebkn c noTpPOXamMu
Wi nanuwm, ”n 3aknw4dyaaoCb BCe 3TO HeM—HM6yﬂb Cnajkmm u cpobHbiM MWUAM KBAChI:
6pyCHMHHHM, MOXXeBeJ10Bbin, Xﬂe6HHM, — UX BCerga y AHTOHWHbI MBAHOBHbI 6bi110

HEeCKOJIbKO COpTOB. EnM monya, nuvub B3AbiXad OT YCTAJIOCTU; AeTAM CTAaBUWIU OTAEJIbHYIO
Yauwky ana O6OMX, BCe B3pocCsibie enn U3 oaHOU. Pa3omieB OT TaKOro obesa— NoOXunuchb
cnaTb, M 4Yaca ABa-Tpu KpAAy B AOMe MasAKWUHA C/bllasicA TOJIbKO Xpan M COHHble B340XWU.

NMPOCHYBWUCb — MNWUIN yam u pa3ropapumBain o ropoackmx HOBOCTAX, — O NeBYUX,
AbAKOHaX, CBaAb6aX, O 3a30pHOM noBeA€HUn TOro win Apyroro 3HaKoMoro Kynua...
Nnocne yas MaskMH rOBOpPWNT XeHe:

— Hy-ka, MaTb, jan-ka cwoga bubnuw-To...

Yawe BCero SKOB TapacoBWY UYMTaN KHUFY MoBa. HajaeBwM Ha CBOW OONbWON, XWWHBIM HOC
OYKM B Taxenonm cepebpsHon onpaBe, OH 06BOAMA na3amu CiywaTenend BCe M Ha
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mecTax?

OHM BCe cuaenun Tam, rae OH MPUBLIK UX BUAETb, U HA NuUax y HUX 6bi10 3HAKOMOe emMy
BblpaXxeHune 6ﬂaFOHECTMﬂ, TYynoe wu 6os3nueoe.

— «Bbl1 YenoBek B 3emse YU... — HauyuMHan MasikuH CUMJbIM FOJIOCOM, U doMa, CUAEBWUN
psAAoM C Jboh a yrny KOMHATbl HA AMBAHe, yxe 3Hajll, 4YTO Cenyac ero KpecCTHbIN
3aMONYUT U Nornaagut cebs pyKow no nbicMHe. OH cuaen wu, ciaywas, pucoBan cebe
yesloBeKa 3eMnu YU,. YenoBeK 3TOT 6bi1 BbICOK M Har, rnasa y Hero 6biiM OrpoMHble, Kak
y HepyKkoTBOpHOro Cnaca, M — ronoc — Kak bonbwas megHas Tpyba, Ha KOTOpoW urpawT
ConaaThl B jslarepAx. UYesioBeK C KaxAOM MUHYTOM BCe pocC; AopacTtas A0 Heba, OH
norpyxan CBOW TeMHble pyku B obnaka B, pa3spbiBas WUX, Kpuyasa CTPaWHbIM FOJIOCOM:

— «Ha 4YTO jpaH CBeT YesioBeKy, KOTOpPOro MyTb 3aKpbiT U KOTOPOro 60r OKpyXun
MpPaKOM?»

doMe CTaHoBUNOCb 60OA3HO, U OH B3AparuvBan; ApeMa oTneTasia OT Hero, OH cJbllan
roNoC KpeCTHOro, KOTOpbin, nowwunbiBas 60p0AKy, C TOHKOM YyCMelWKoW rosopun:

— VWb BeAb KaK Aep3uUT...

Manb4yunK 3Hasa, 4YTO erCTHHﬁ roOBOpPUT 3TO O YeJsioBekKe u3 3emMau» Yu, u yﬂH6Ka
KpPpeCcTHOro ycnokaumBasia Majibyuka. He u3siomaeT He6a, He pa3opBeT ero TOT YesioBeK
CBOUMMU CTpaAllHbIMKM pyKaMu... U doMa CHOBa BUAUT YyesioBeKa — OH CUAUT Ha 3ewm/e,
«TeN0 ero MOKpPbITO YepBAMU U MNblJIbHBIMU CTPYNbAMU, KOXA «ITHOUTCA». HO OH yxe
ManeHbKUN U Xankunn, OH MNPOCTO — KaK HUUKNMN HA LEePKOBHOWU NanepTtwn...

BOT OH roBOpwUT:

— «UTO Takoe 4yenoBeK, 4YTODO 6ObITb €My YUCTbIM U YTOD POXAEHHOMY XEHWWHOW bbiTb
npaBeAHbIM? »

— 3TOo OH — 60Ory roBOPUT... — BHYWWTENbHO MOACHAN MasKUH. — Kak, rOBOpUT, MOry
6bITb NpaBefHbM, exenu A — NAoTb? 3To — 6ory Bomnpoc...

M yTel nobesOHOCHO M BOMPOCUTENbHO OrAAbIBAET CAywWaTeNbHUL,.
— YNOCTOWICA... NPAaBEAHUK...— B3AbIXas, OTBEYAWT OHMU.

SAKOB MasiKMH MOCMEMBASACb, OrNAAbIBAET UX WM FOBOPUT:

— DOypbl!.. BeauTe-ka pebAT-TO cnaTb...

WrHaT 6biBan Yy M@ﬂKMHHX Kaxzabli AEHb, NPUBO3UN CbiHY Urpylek, XBaTall €ro Ha pyku wu
TUCKan, HO NOpPOUM HeAOBOJZIbHO U C XyAO CKpPbITbIM 6eCnoKoNCTBOM ropopun emy:

— Yero Tbl byKa Kakow? Yero Tbl MaJio CMeeWwbCA? U XaNoBaJICA KyMmy:

— BOWCb i — ®OMKa-TO B MaTb bObl He nowen... Mnasa y Hero HeeBecenble. ..

— PaHo 6onbHO HecnokouibCA, — ycMexanca MaskuH. OH Toxe Nwbun KpecTHMKA; U Koraa
OAHaXAbl MrHAT 06bLABUN eMy, 4YTO BO3bMeT dOMy K cebe, — MasKMH UCKPEHHO OropYuICs.
— OCTaBb!.. — Npocun oH. — CMOTPU — MNPUBbIK K HaM Masb4yMWKa-TO, MjayeT BOH...

— NepecTaHeT!.. He ana Teba A cbiHa poAwn. Y BaC TyT AYX TAKENbIA... CKYYHO, POBHO
B MOHAcCThipe, 3TO BpeaHO pebeHKy. A MHe 6e3 Hero — HepajoCTHO. lpuaellb AOMON —
nNycTo. He rnagen 6bl HM HA 4TO. He K BaM Xe MHe MepecenuTbCs paauM Hero, — He A

LN Hero, OoH AN MeHsA. Tak-To. CecTpa AHpuca npuexana — MPUCMOTP 3a HUM byaeT...
M ManbyuKka NpuBes3nn B AOM OTLA.

Tam BCTpeTwla ero cCMewHas cTapyxa C AJIMHHbIM KPHYKOBATbIM HOCOM U 6onbwmm pToM 6e3
3yboB. Bbicokas, cCyTynas, ojeTas B cepoe naaTbe, C CeAbMA BOSOCAMU, MPUKPLITHIMU
YEepHOW lWWesIKOBOW IOJIOBKOM, OHA CHayaslla He MOHpaBMAaCb ManbyMKy, Aaxe ucnyrana
ero. Ho Koraga OH paccMOTpes Ha ee CMOPLWEHHOM Jinue 4YepHble raasa, JacKoBo
ynbibaBlWMecs eMy, — OH Cpa3y JOBEPYMBO TKHYJICSA FOJ/IOBOM B €€ KOJIEHM.
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— CUpOTMHKA MoA bones3Has! — roesopuna oHa bapxaTHbM, ApoXalMM OT MOJIHOTH 3ByKa
roN0COM M TUXO FNlagufia ero pykou no nuuy. — Wb MPWIbHYA KaK... AUTATKO Moe
munoe !

BbIIO YTO-TO OCOBEHHO CNajikoe B ee Jlacke, YTO-TO COBEPWEHHO HOBOe A/ ®OMbl, U OH
CMOTpen B rjasa cTapyxe C /bonbiTCTBOM U OXMAAHMEM HA Auvue. dTa CTapyxa BBena
€ro B HOBbI, AOTOJSIe HEM3BECTHbI eMy MUp. B MNepBbil Xe AeHb, YJOXUMB €ro B KpoBaThb,
OHa cena pAjgOM C Hel M, HAKNOHAACb Haj pebeHKOM, cnpocuna ero:

— Paccka3saTb nu Tebe CKa304Ky?

C Tow nopbl ®oMa Bcerga 3achinan nojg 6apxaTHble 3BYKM Fojsloca CTapyxu, PUCOBABLIErO
npei HUM BOJIWEOHYW XU3Hb. XaAHO NMUTaNacCb Aylla €ro KpacoToW HapoAHOro TBOpYecTBa.
Henccsikaembl ObIM COKPOBMIA MaMATM U haHTa3uM y 3TOM CTapyxu; OHA 4acTo, CKBO3b
ApeMy, Ka3anacb MaJib4MKy TO MOXOXeW Ha b6aby-sry ckasku, — A0bpyw U MUY
b6aby-Ary, — To Ha KpacaBuuy Bacwunucy MNpemyapyw. WMAPOKO packpbiB rnasa, yaepxuBas
IblXaHWe, MasibY4MK CMOTPEsT B HOYHOW CyMpaK, HaMoOJIHABWWA KOMHATy, BWUAEN, KaK TUXO
OH TpeneweT OT OroHbKAa JlamMnafbl npej obpa3oM... ®OMa HAMOJIHAN €ro YyzjecCHbiMU
KapTUHaMM CKa304YHOW XW3HW. Be3MOJIBHble, HO XWBble TEHW MOJi3aNM MO CTEHaM U Mo
Mosy; Malib4MKy ObJIO CTPAWHO M NPUATHO CAEAUTb 3a WX XWU3HbI, HaAeNATb UX (opmamu,
Kpackamm u, C034aB W3 HUX XWU3Hb, BMUI Pa3pylinTb €e OAHUM ABWXEHWEM PECHWL,.
UTO-TO HOBOE SIBU/IOCb B €ro TeMHbIX rnasax, bonee geTckoe M HauMBHOE, MeHee
cepbe3Hoe; OAWHOYECTBO U TeMHOTA, NOPOXAAs B HEeM XyTKoe YyBCTBO OXUAAHUSA
4yero-To, BOJIHOBaIM U BO36yXAanu ero fwbOMbLITCTBO, 3aCTABMAAIM €ro WATWM B TEMHbIN
YFon M CMOTPeTb, UYTO CKpbLITO TaM, B MOKPOBAax TbMbl. OH WE M HE HAxXxOAMUN HUYEro, HO
He Tepsan Hajaexapl HaWTu...

OTua oH bosancsa, Ho /wbun ero. CpomMapHbii POCT UrHaTa, ero TpybHbIA rosnoc,
bopogaToe nMUO, FOMOBA B FYCTOM WANKe cedplX BOMOC, CU/bHble AJIMHHbIE PYKU U
cBepKawiue rnasa — BCE 3TO NpuAaBano UrHaTy CXOACTBO CO CKAa304YHbIMM pPa36oMHMKAMWU.

OAHaxAabl, Korpa emy wen yxe BOCbMO@ rog, é$omMa cnpocua oTuad, TOJIbKO YTO
BO3BpaTuUBlIEeroca U3 npoAonXmTenbHOM NOoe3AKU KyAa-TO:

— Tl rae 6bN?

No Bonre e3aun...

Pa3boriHn4an? — TUXO CNPOCWUN doma.

— UT0-0?7 — MPOTAHYN UrHaT, U OpOBM Yy HEro APOrHYy/W.

— Beab Tbl pa3boliHMK, TATA? S 3HAW YyX...— XUTPO MpullypuBas rnasa, roBopwui ooma,
LOBOJIbHLIN TeM, 4YTO TaK Jierko BoOWes B CKpPbITYH OT Hero XuM3Hb oTua.

— 8 — kynew! — cTporo ckasan UrHaTt, Ho, noaymaB, A0OpoAYWHO ynbloHyncs u aobaeBwn:
— A Tbl — aypawka!.. S xnebom Topryw, napoxogamuM paboTaw, — Buaan «Epmaka»? Hy
BOT, 3TO MOW NapoxXoAh... W TBOW...

— BONbHO 6ONbWOM OH... — CO B3A0XOM CKa3an ¢ooma.

— Hy, s kynawo Tebe ManeHbkuh, AOKyAa Tbl CaM MasieHbKWUW, — JlaAHO?

— JlapHo! — cornacuncsa éoma, HO, 3aAyMYMBO NOMONYAB, BHOBb C COXaJieHMeM MPOTAHYAN:

A S Ayman, 4TO Tbl TO-0-Xe pPa3bovHUKK. ..

— 8 Tebe roBopi — Toprosey fi! — BHYWUTENbHO NOBTOPWUA UrHaT, U B ero B3rnsje Ha
pa3oyapoBaHHOEe JINULO CblHa 6bl10 4YTO-TO HeAO0BOJ/IbHOe, NOYTU bossnueoe. ..

Kak aeayuwka oefop, KanavyHuMK? — noaymaB cnpocun éoma.

Hy BOT, KaK OH... TOJIbKO borave A, aeHer Y MeHA bonblie, yem y oepopa...

MHOro jaeHer?

— Hy... ” eue b6onbwe 6biBaeT. ..

CKkonbko y Tebsa 6ouek?
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— Yero?

JeHer-Tto?

Aypawka! Pa3Be AeHbru 6ouykamu mepsoT?

— A KaK Xe? — OXWBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHY/ éoMa WU, 06paTMB K OoTuy CBOe numuo, cCTan

TOpPON/IMBO FOBOPUTb €My: — BOH B OAMH ropoj npuexan pa3bovHWK MaKCMMKa W Yy OAHOIo
Tam, boraToro, ABeHaauaTb Goyek AeHbramu Hachinan... Aa pasHoro cepebpa, Aa
LLEePKOBb Orpabun... a OAHOro 4yejsioBeka cabnen 3apybun U C KOMOKOJSbHU cbpocun. ..

OH, 4YenoBek-TO, B Habat 6buTb Hauan...

3To Tebe TeTKa, 4YTO Nn, pacckasana? — cnpocun WUrHar, HD6YHCb OXuBJ1eHNeM CblHa.

OHa, a u4To0?

Huyero! — cmeacb, ckasan UrHat. — TO-TO Tbl U OTuUA B pa360ﬁHMKM npoun3een...

— A MOXeT, Tbl 6bln paBHO Korpa? — OnNsATb BO3BpaTunca éoma K csgeﬁ Teme, u no nuuy
ero 6b10 BMAHO, YTO OH O4YeHb XOoTen Obl ycnbillaTb yTBepAUTe/IbHbIM OTBET.

— He 6b1 fA... bpocb 3TO...

— He 6bIn?

— Hy, roBopi Beab — He 6b1! DKOWM Tbl KakoW... Pa3Be Xopowo — pa3boWHUKOM ObiTb?
OHMU. .. rpewHuKn Bce, pa3bovMHMKM-TO. B bOora He BepywT... ULEPKBU rpabsaT... ux
NPOKJNHAWT BOH, B LEPKBAX-TO... H-Aa... A BOT 4YTO, CbIHOK, — Y4YnTbCA Tebe Haao!
NMopa, 6paT, yX... HauyumHam-ka Cc 60rom. 3uUMy-TO MNPOY4YMUWbLCHA, A MO BeCHe A Teba B

NyTUHY Ha Bonry c cobow BO3bMy. ..
— B yuyunuue byay XxoauTb? — pobKO crnpocun ooma.

— CrnepBa AoMa C TETKOW MOYYMWbCHA... M CKOPO MaNib4MK C yTpa Caawics 3a CTON W,
BOAS ManbleM Mo CNaBAHCKOW a3byke, MOBTOPSAN 3a TETKOW:

— A3... byKku... Beau...

Koraa mowwm ao - 6pa, Bpa, rpa, Apa, MalbyuMK AONro He mor 6e3 cmexa uuTaTb 3Tw
cnoru. 3Ta MyApoCTb jJaBajnacb doMe flerko, A BOT OH yXe 4YMTaeT MnepBbld Ncasiom
nepBov Kapu3mbl NcanTups:

— «bna-xeH My-x... MXe He uae Ha... CO-BeT He-4Ye-CTU-BbIX...»

— TaKk, MUNeHbKW, Tak! Tak, $OMyllKa, BepHO! — YMWIEHHO BTOPUT eMy TeTKa,
BOCXWEHHAsA ero ycnexamu. ..

— Monopel, ooma! — cepbe3HO roBOpun UrHaT, OCBefOM/IAACH 06 ycnexe CbiHa... — Ejpem
BEeCHOU B ACTpaxaHb, a C OCeHM — B yywiuue Tebs!

XM3Hb ManbymMKa KaTunacb Bnepen, Kak Wap MNOA YKJOH. ByAyuYu ero yuymtenem, TeTKa
6bina M ToBapuileM ero urp. Mpuxoauna Jiwba MasikMHa, M NpUM HUMX CTapyxa Beceso
npeBpawanacb B Takoe xe AUTHA, KaK U OHW. Urpanu B NPATKU, B XMYPKWU; AeTAM Obuio
CMEWHO W NpUATHO BUAETb, KAaK AHPUMCA C 3aBA3aHHbIMM NJATKOM rna3aMu, pasBeas
WMPOKO PYKU, OCTOPOXKHO BbICTYyMasa MO KOMHATe M BCe-Taku HaTblkallaCb Ha CTy/ibs U
CTO/Ibl WM KAK OHA, Mua WX, Jja3ajsa no pas3HbiM YKPOMHbIM Yrojikam, NpuroBapuBas:

— AX, MOWEHHUKU... AX, pa3boNHUKU... FAae 3TO OHM TYT 3abunuce?

CoJiHUEe /1aCKOBO MvpaﬂOCTHO cBeTuno §ETXOMy, M3HOUWIeHHOMY Teny, coxpaH@Bmemy B cebe
IOHYK Ayuy, CTapoun XU3HU, YyKpalwasBuweu, no mepe Cuin U ymeHbA, XU3HEHHbBIM NMYyTb
neTam. ..

WrHaT paHoO YTPOM ye3xan Ha bupxy, WHOrAQ He fABAAACA BMJAOTb A0 Beyepa, Be4YepoM OH
e3aun B AyMy, B FOCTU WKW ele KyAda-HUbyab. WHOrAa OH SABAANACA AOMON MNbsHbIN, —
CHayana éooMa B TaAKUX cay4yaax beran oT Hero u npATancd, NOTOM MPUBbIK, HAXOAA, 4YTO
NbSHBIA OTel, Aaxe Nyywe, 4Yem Tpe3BbIA: W NlaCKOBee, WU npowe, U HEMHOXKO CMEWHOW.
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ECM 3TO CNy4asioCb HOYbW — MaJib4MK BCerpga npochinasicid oT ero TpybHoro rosoca:

AHpuca-a! Cectpa popHasa! JonyCTW Tbl MEHl K CblHY, — K HacC/efHUKy — jaony-yctu!
A TeTKa yrosapuBasia ero YKOPU3HEHHbIM, MJayylwmMm rosioCoM:

— Wan, wau, APbIXHWU, 3HAW, NeWwnn Tbl, OKASHHbIM! Wb Ha3w3unca! Cepon Beab YX Thbl. ..

AHpuca! CbiHa A MOry BuAeTb? OAHWM rnas3om?..

— Y106 y Tebs nonHynM oba OT NMbAHCTBA TBOEro... ®omMa 3Haja, 4YTO TeTKa He NyCTuUT
oTUA, M CHOBA 3achiNan noj WyM MX FOMOCOB. KOraa X MrHaT ABAANCHA MbAHbIA AHEM —
€ro OrpoMHble flanbl TOTYAC XBATaJM CbiHA, WU C MNbsAHbIM, CYACT/IMBbBIM CMEXOM OTel, HOCWUN
®OMy MO KOMHATaM W ChpawwBan ero:

— ¢oMKa! Yero xovewb? roBopu! FOCTUHLEB? WUrpywek? Mpocu, Hy! MoTomy Tbl 3HaW, HeT
Tebe HMYEro Ha CBeTe, Yero s He Kynw. Y MeHs — MWINEH! U ewe 6bonbwe byaeT!
noHan? Bcé TBoOe!

W BAPYr BOCTOpPr €ro rac, Kak racHeT CBeya OT CWIbLHOro nopbiBa BeTpa. MbAHOE ULO
B3AparnBano, rnasa, KpacHes, HaMBaIUCb cCle3amMu, U rybbl pacTArMBaIUCb B NYTrNBYH
YIbIOKY .

— AHdMca! Exenn OH noMpeT — 4yTOo A TOorAa caenaw? W BCeA 3a 3TUMM C/IOBaMU
belweHCTBO OBMaAeBasO WM.

— Coxry BCé! — peBen OH, AMKO YCTaBMBWWCHL r/la3amuM Kyaa-Hubyab B TEMHbIA Yrof
KOMHAaTbl. — UCTpebni! Mopoxom B30pBY!

— By-y-aeT, b6e3o06bpa3Has Tbl obpa3uvHa! AnM Tbl MAAAeHUA HanyraTb Xo4yewb? AU, 4YTOObI
3axBopajs OH, Xefaewb? — npudMTana AHpuMca, U 3TOro 6bUIO AOCTATOYHO, 4YTOb6 MrHaT
nocnewHo mMcyesan, bopmoua:

— Hy-Hy-Hy! WAy, uay... Tbl TONbKO He Kpuum! He nyraw ero...

A ecnn ooMe He3a0pOBUIOCH, OTel ero, 6pocaﬂ BCe CBOM pena, He yxoamn m3 Agoma wu,
Hajpoenana cecTtpe U CblHY HenenbiMM BOnNpoCcamMn MU coBeTamu, XMypbin, C 60A3HbI0 B
rnasax, xoamn no KOMHATaM CaM He CBOU U OXall.

— Tbl YTO 6bora-To rHeBuwbL? — rosopuaa AHpuca. — CMOTpU, AOWAET ponTaHbe TBOeE A0
rocnofa, W HakaxeT oH Tebsa 3a xanobbl TBOM Ha MWIOCTb ero K Tebe...

— 23X, cecTpa! — B3AbIXxan UrHat. — Tbl NOMMKM, — BeAb €Xenn 4YTO — BCS XU3Hb MOS
pywnTtca! Ana 4yero xun?.. Heu3BeCTHO...

NoaobHble CLUEeHbl U pe3Kkune nepexoabl oTla OT OAHOMO0O HACTPOEHUA K APYyroMy CHa4vala
nyraim maibymMkKa, HO OH CKOPO MNPUBBLIK K HUM U, BUAA B OKHO OTLA, TAXeNno
Bbl1e3aBuiero M3 caHeu, paBHOAYWHO roBOpwWUn:

— TeTa! ONATb NbSAHLIA npunexan TATbKaAa-TO.

Mpuwna BecHa — W, UCMONIHAA cBoe obewaHne, UrHaT B3An CbiHA C cobon Ha napoxog, U
BOT npes $OMOM pa3BepHysiaCb HOBAs XWU3Hb.

BbICTPO HeCceTCs BHM3 MO TeYEHMI0 KPACUBbIK U CUNBbHBIN «EpMak», OYKCUPHbIM NapoXoa,
Kynua ropaeesa, M no oba boka ero MeasieHHO ABUXYTCHA HaBCTpedy emy bepera Bonaru,
— NneBbli, BeCb OBGNUTLIN CONMHUEM, CTeneTcsa BMJOTb A0 Kpas Hebec, KaK MblliHbIA 3esieHbln
KOBep, a npaBbii B3MAaxHy/ K Heby Kpyuyum cBou, nopocuime necom, U 3amep B CYpPOBOM
nokoe.

MexAy HMMKM BeNM4YaBO NpPOCTepnach WMPOKOrpyaas peka, 6eclwymMHO, TOPKECTBEHHO U
HETOPOM/IMBO TEKYT ee BOJbl; FOPHbI Heper oTpaxaeTcs B HUX YepPHOW TeHbWw, a C JIeBOM
CTOPOHbl €€ YKpaWwawT 30/I0TOM U 3esieHbiM 6apXaToM MnecyaHble KanMbl OTMeNen, Wupokue
nyra. To TyT, TO TaMm, NO rope M B Nyrax, fABASATCS CefeHbsi, COJSIHUE CBepKaeT Ha
CTeK/lax OKOH M36 M Ha napye COSIOMEHHbIX Kpbil, CUAKT, B 3€/1€HN AepeBbeB, KPecCTbl
LLepKBeN, JIeHWBO KPyXaTCA B BO3AYXe Cepble KpbliibA MejbHWUL, AbiM U3 Tpybbl 3aBoaa
BbeTCs B Hebo. Tonnbl pebsTuwek B CUHUX, KPACHbIX U Benbix pybawkax, CTOs Ha
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bepery, nNpoBOXalT FPOMKMMM KpMKamuM Napoxoj, pa3byavMBWMA TUWMHY Ha peke, MU3-noj
Konec ero K Horam jetven 6eryT Becesble BOJIHbl. BOT Ky4ya pebsaT ycenacb B JIOAKY, OHM
CrnewHo rpebyT Ha CpeAuHY peKku, 4YTob nokayaTbCA HA BOSIHAX. U3 BOAbl CMOTPAT
BEPWMWHbl JEepeBbeB, WHOMAA Lesble Kymbl MX 3aTOMJEHbl Pa3/IMBOM U CTOAT Cpeau BOJH,
Kak ocTpoBa. OTKyAa-TO C bepera TsXesibiM B3J0XOM AOHOCUTCH 3ayHbiBHAs MECHS:

— 0-3 — 0-0 — ewo — o — pasok!

Nnapoxosa obroHseT MaOTbl, 3aMJeCKMBAA WX BOJSIHOM. BpeBHA XOAYHOM XOAAT MOA YAApaMmu
HabexaBWUX BOJIH; MJIOTOBWMKM B CUHUX pybaxax, MowaTbiBasCb HAa HOrax, CMOTPAT Ha
napoxof, CMENTCS U 4YTO-TO KpuyaT. JlopofAHas KpacaBuua-6ensiHa GOKOM MAeT MO peke;
XeNnTbll TeC, HArpPyXeHHbl Ha Hel, 61ecTUT 30/10TOM U TYCKIO OTpPaXaeTcs B MyTHOW
BelWHen Boje. MAaCCAXMPCKUA MapoXoh WUAET HAaBCTpevyy U CBUCTUT — TyJIKOe 3X0 CBUCTA
npayeTca B necy, B yuwenbaxXx ropHoro bepera, ymvupaeT Tam. Mo cCpeiauHe peku
cumbawTCca BOJIHbI ABYX CYAOB, b6bwTCA 0 6bopTa uUX, U CyAd NOKAYMBAKWTCA. Ha MNOSOrom
CKJIOHE TOopHOro b6epera pacKUHyTbl 3e/ieHble KOBPbl 03MMM, Oypble MOJIOCH 3eMIu Mo,
nMapoM U 4YepHble — BCMAaxXaHHOW Moj fipoBoe. MTULbl, MASIEHbKUMU TOYKAMU, BbOTCHA Hap
HUMM, ACHO BMAHbI Ha ronybom nonore Heba; CTaAo nNaceTcs HeBAANleKe, — U3JanU OHO
KaXeTCs WUIrpylWeYHbIM; MasieHbKas ¢urypka nactyxa CTOMT, OMMpasiCb Ha najaor, u
CMOTPUT Ha peky.

Bcioay 6neck, npoctop M cBoboja, Beceno 3efieHbl nyra, NackoBo fACHO ronyboe Hebo; B
CNOKOWHOM JABWXEHUU BOJbl YyeTCs CAepXaHHas cuna, B Hebe Haj Hew cuAeT ueapoe
COoMHUe Mas, BO3AYX HamMoeH C/aAKuUM 3anaxoM XBOWHbIX AEepeBbeB M CBexen JINCTBbl. A
bepera Bcé mayT HaBCTpeudy, Jlackas rjiasa v Ayluly CBOEW KpacoToh, U BCE HOBble
KapTUHbl OTKPbLIBATCA Ha HUX.

Ha BCeM BOKpPYr /1eXuT OTNe4yaToK MeA/MTeNbHOCTU; BCE — W Npupoaa W JIAUN — XUBET
HeYK/IoKe, JIeHMBO, — HO KAaxeTCs, 4TO 3a JIeHbW NpUTamiacb OrpomMHas cwuna, — cuna
Heo6opMMaﬂ, HO ewe NUWeHHas CO3HaHWA, He co3jaBwas cebe SACHLIX XenaHun U uenen. .

M OTCYTCTBME CO3HAHUA B 3TON MOSYCOHHOM XU3HW KAAAeT HAa BeCb KPACWUBbIM MPOCTOP ee
TeHU rpycTu. MOKOpHOe TeprneHue, MOSYa/IMBOE OxuAaHue 4yero-To bOosiee XMBOro
C/blATCA AAXe B KPUKE KYKYUKW, MNpuieTawiueM no BeTpy C bepera Ha peky...
3ayHblBHbIE MECHM TOYHO MNPOCAT O MNOMOWM... [MOPOM B HUX 3BYUMT yAaldb OTYasAHMA...
Peka oTBeYaeT MEeCHAM B3AoXamMu. U 3aAyMUMBO Ka4yawTCH BepPWWHb JEPEBLEB. . .
TywmHa. . .

LUenble AHM ®doMa MPOBOAWSI HA KANMMTAHCKOM MOCTUKE PAAOM C OTUOM. Mosiya, WWPOKO
PacCKpbITBIMA FNas3amn CMOTpPeN OH Ha HecKoHeuyHyw naHopamy 6eperos, M emy Ka3anocChb,
YTO OH ABUXETCH MO WWPOKOW cepebpsiHOM Tpone B Te YyjecHble LapcTBa, rAae XuByT
yapogeu M boraTbipu CKa3oK. MOPOW OH HAyMHaAN paccrnpawrBaTb OTUA O TOM, YTO BUAen.
MrHaT OXOTHO M NOAPOBOHO OTBeYan eMy, HO MajsbYMKy He HPaBWMAUCL OTBETbl: HUYEro
MHTEPECHOro U MOHATHOIrO eMy He b6bilI0 B HMX, W He C/blllasl OH TOro, 4YTO xenan Obl
yC/blwaTb. OAHaXAbl OH CO B3A0XOM 3asABWUN OTLY:

— TeTa AHPUCaA 3HaeT Nydwe Tebs...

— YTo OHa 3HaeT? — CMPOCWUN WUrHaT, ycmexascChb.

— BCE, — ybexaeHHO OTBETWUN MaJibuyuK.

YyaecHble LAPCTBa He SABAAAUCHL Npej HUM. HO 4yacTo Ha beperax peku ABASAAUCH FOPOAA,
COBEpLIEHHO TaKuMe Xe. KaK WU TOT, B KOTOPOM Xua ooma. OAHU M3 HUX bbinu nobonsbiie,
Apyrve — MNOMeHblle, HO W Nliau, M AOMA, U LEpPKBM — BCE B HMX BbIO Takoe Xe, Kak B

CBOEM ropoje. doMa ocmMaTpuBas MUX C OTLOM, OCTaBajACA HeJOBO/EH WUMU M BO3Bpallancs
Ha Napoxoj XMypbi, YCTabii.

BoT 3aBTpa npuepaeMm B ACTpaxaHb... — CKa3as oAHaxAabl UrHat.

A OHa — Takaa xe, Kak Bce?

Hy, m3BecTHo!.. A TO — Kakas xe?

A 3a Hen yTo?

Mope. .. Kacnuinckoe MOpe Ha3blBaeTCA.

A YTO B Hem ecTb?
CTpaHuua 13
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Pbiba, uyaak! UTo MoxeT B BoAe ObITb?

ropoa-ot Kntex B BOoAe CTOMUT...

To — ppyroe peno! To — KuTex... B HeM — OAHW NpaBeAHUKU XWUIU.

A B Mope npaBeAHble ropoaa He 6biBANT?

— He 6blBalwT...— CKasan WUrHaTt 1, MoMonyasB, npw6a3mn: — Bopaa MopcKaa — ropbkas,
NMATb €e HeNb3A...

A 3a MopeM onfATb 3emnsa byaet?

M3BeCTHO! Mope-TO AO/MXKHO Xe Kpas uMMeTb. OHO — KaK Yawka. ..
— W onAaTb ropoga Tam?

— W onAaThb ropoja, — a Kak xe? TONbKO TaM yX He Hawa 3emns byaeT, a nepcuackas...
Buaan nepcusilek, KoTopble BOT Ha ApMapke-To — wenrtana, ypwk, ¢ucTawka?

— Bupgan, — oTBeTun éoMa U 3aaymanca. OAHAXAbl OH CApPOCUNI oOTua:
— MHOro ewe 3emnn-To?

— 3emnu, bpaT, — 0-04YeHb MHOro!

— A Ha Hel BCE oAMHAKOBOE?

— To eCTb 4TO?

— ropopa n BCé...

— Hy, KOHEeYHO.. BCé O0AMHAKOBO...

focsie MHOrMX TaKUX pa3roBOpPOB MaJib4UK CTaJl pexe, He TaK YNOPHO CMOTpeTb BAallb
Bonpowawumm B3rnaaoMm 4YepHblX rnas...

KomaHAa napoxojaa nwbuna ero, M oH nbun 3TUX CNaBHbIX p66ﬂT, KOPpUYHEBbLIX OT COJIHLUA
M BeTpa, BecCcesio WYTUBWKUX C HUM. OHM MacTepuin emy pH60ﬂOBHHe CHacCcTuh, penanu
NOAKN U3 ﬂpeBeCHOﬁ KOpbl, BO3W/INCb C HUM, KaTaJ/in ero no peke BO BpemMA CTOAHOK,
Korga WUrHaTt yxoaua B ropoj no AesaMm. ManbyMK 4acToO C/biasa, Kak nopyruBanau ero
oTua, HO He o6paman Ha 3TO BHMMAaHMA WU HUKOIrAa He nepepaBas OTLY TOro, 4YTO Ciblan
O HeM. HO ojaHaxAabl, B ACTpaxaHu, Korga napoxoj rpy3wicda TOMJIUBOM, ¢omMa YycCbiXan
ronoc ferpoBmya, MaWMHUCTA:

— Mpukasan BanuUTb CTONbKO APOB, — Tbly, Hecoobpa3Hbi YenoBeK! 3arpy3uT napoxoj
no camyw nanyby, a noTom opeT — MaWWHy, FOBOPWUT, MOPTUWbL YacTo... Macso,
roBOpuUT, 3PS Jibelb. ..

ro/loC Ceaoro U CypoBOro JiouMaHa OTBeYas:

— A BCE XaAHOCTb €ro HernomepHas — JAeweBse 34eCb TOMAMBO, BOT OH U CTapaeTcs...
XapeH, abason!

— XapeH...

MNOBTOpEeHHOEe HEeCKOJ/IbKO pa3 KpAay CJZI0OBO 3anasio B NamaTb ®OMbl, U BeyepoM, YyXumHasa C
OoTUOM, OH BApPYIr cnpocun ero:

— TaTa!
— ACb?
— Tbl XaAHbIN?

Ha BOMpoChl OTLA OH Nepeaas eMy pPa3roBOp JiOUMAHA C MAWMHUCTOM. JIMUO WUrHaTa
OMpaYMNOChb, M Fnasa FHEBHO CBEPKHYM.
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— BOT OHO YTO!.. — MpPOroBopwus OH, TPAXHYB roJIoBOW. — Hy, Tbl He TOBO, — He cCJywau
MX. OHM Tebe He KOMMaAHWA, — Tbl OKOJIO HUX MOMEHble BEPTUCb. Tbl UM XO3AUH, OHU —
TBOW CNYyru, TakK M 3HAW. 3axoyem Mbl C Tobon, M BCex UX A0 OAHOro Ha beper
WBbLIPHEM, — OHU JeleBO CTOAT, U UX Be3Je Kak cobak Hepe3aHbiX. MOHAN? OHM MPO MeHd
MHOFO MOFYT XYJAOro CKa3aTb, — 3TO MNOTOMY OHM CKaXyT, 4YTO S MM MOJIHbIA FOCMOAMH.
TyT BCE feno B TOM 3aBf3J10, UYTO S YAQAUIMBLIM U boraTeii, a boraTomy BCe 3aBUAYIT.
CYaCTNMBLIA YeNoBeK — BCeM /ioiaM Bpar. ..

JHA 4Yepe3 ABa Ha Napoxoj ABWINCb HOBble U JIOUMAH U MAWWHUCT.

A rpe SKOB? — CNPOCUN ManbyuK.

PaccumnTan A ero... nporHan!

— 3a T107?

3a TO camoe...

M NeTpoBuya?

N ero.

®OMe NOHPABMNOCb TO, 4YTO OTel, ero MOXeT TaK CKOPO NepemMeHATb JoAend Ha Mnapoxoae.
OH ynblbHYynCA oTuy M, COMAA BHM3 Ha nanyby, noaowen K OAHOMY MaTpPOCy, KOTOPbLIA,
CUAS Ha NoNy, pacKpyydMBas KYCOK KaHaTa, Aenas weabpy.

A NOUMaH-TO HOBbIK YX, — 0OBABUN dOMa.

— 3HaeMm... Jlobporo 3aopoBbuua, PoMa UrHaTbuu! Kak cnan-nouymBan?
— W MaWWMHWUCT HOBLIA. . .

— W MaWMHWUCT... Xanko MeTpoBMYa-TO?

— HerT.

— Hy? A OoH A0 Tebs TakoW NlaCKOBbIA Obia. . .

— A 3a4yem OH TsAT pyran?

— 07 Ann oOH pyran?

— Pyran, s BeAb Chiblwan. ..

— MM... a oTeu-TO TOXe, 3HAuYWUT, Cabwan?

— HeT, 3TO s emy cka3san...

— Tbl... Ta-ak...— MPOTSAHYN MaTpoC M 3amonyas, MPUHABWKUCHL 3a paboTy.

— A TATA MHe roBOpPUT: «Tbl, FOBOPUT, 3A€Cb XO3AWH... BCeX, MOBOPUT, MOXelb
NpOrHaTb, KOJIN Xo4yelb...»

— Takoe jgeno!.. — ckasan MaTpoC, CyMpayHO MOr/JisfAbiBas Ha MaJibuMKa, OXWUBJIEHHO
XBACTaBWeEro npej HUM CBOEN XO3AWCKOW BNacTbiw. C 3TOro AHA doMa 3ameTusn, 4YTo
KOMaHAa OTHOCUTCH K HeMy KaK-TO MHaye, 4YeM OTHOCWIACb paHblle: OAHU CTanu ele
bonee yroasuveBbl U NACKOBbl, APYrMe He XOTeNM FOBOPUTb C HWUM, a eCc/in U FoBOpWUIU, TO
CepAUTO U COBCeM He 3abaBHO, KaK paHblie 6biBaso. doma wbun cMOTpeTb, KOrAa MOWT
nanyby: 3acyyuB WTaHbl NO KOJIEHW, MATPOChl, CO WBabpamu M WeTKamM B pyKax, JIOBKO
berawT no nanybe, nonuBawT ee BOAOW U3 Belep, b6pbI3rawT APyr Ha Apyra, CMewTCs,
KpuyaT, najawT, — BCIOAY TeKYyT CTPyuM BOAbl, W XMBOW WyM JIOAEA C/IMBAETCHA C ee
BeCesibiM MJeCKOM. PaHblie MaJibuMK He TOJSIbKO He Melwas MaTpoCaM B 3TOW WYTOYHOM U
nerkon paboTe, HO NpuHUMan AeATesbHOe y4yacTue, 06/iMBas UX BOAOM U CO CMEXOM
yberas oT yrpo3 obnuTb ero. Ho nocne pacyeTta [eTpoBuMya M SKOBa OH YyBCTBOBas,
YTO Tenepb BCEM MeWAET, HUKTO He XOYeT WrpaTb C HAM U BCE CMOTPSAT Ha Hero
HeNacKoBo.
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YIOMUBJIEHHbIA U TPYCTHLI, OH ywen C nanybbl HaBepx, K WTypBany, Cen Tam U cTan C
obnaon 3aayM4YMBO CMOTPeTb Ha CUHMIA beper u 3ybyaTyw nonocy seca. A BHU3Y, Ha
nanybe, urpuBo naeckanacb BOAA WU MATPOChl BeCENO CMes/INCb... EMy O4YeHb XOTeNocCb K
HUM, HO 4YTO-TO He MyCKaso ero TyAa.

«JlepXucb OT HUX nopanblie, — BCMNOMHWI OH C/I0OBa OTUA, — Tbl UM XO3AUH...»

Torpa emy 3axoTeNoCb YTO-HUOYAb KPUKHYTb MAaTpoCaM — YTO-HUOYAb rpo3Hoe U
X03AMCKOe, TaK, KaK OTel, KPMUYMT Ha HUX. OH JONr0o NpuayMbiBan — 4YTO 6bl? U He
npuayman Hu4yero... Mpowno ewe AHA ABa, TPU, U OH SACHO MOHAN, YTO KOMaHAaa He
nbuT ero. CKy4YHO eMy CTaJio Ha mapoxoje, M BCE vaue M vaue M3 pa3HOUBETHOro
TyMaHa HOBbIX BMeyaT/ieHWW BbINJbIBAN Mpej $OMOM 3aTeMHEeHHbI MMM obpa3 slacKoBOW
TeTKM AHOUCHI C ee CKa3kamu, YynblbKamM U MATKMM CMEXOM, OT KOTOpOro Ha ayuy
ManbyMKa BeANO PajOCTHbIM TenaoM. OH BCE elje Xun B MUpe CKA30K, HO be3xanocTHas
pyKa AeNCTBUTENbHOCTU yXe PeBHOCTHO pBajfia KpPaCcUBYW MAyTUHY 4YyAeCHOro, CKBO3b
KOTOpY MaNibMMK CMOTpes Ha BCE BOKpPYr Hero. Ciyya’ C JIOUMAHOM U MaWMHUCTOM
HanpaBui BHUMAHWE MaJibuMKa HA OKpyxawljee; rnasa ¢ombl CTaM 30p4ye: B HUX ABUAACH
CO3HaTeslbHasA MNbITAMBOCTb, W B €ro BOMpPOCAax OTWY 3a3BYy4Yano CTpemieHue MNoHATb, —
KakMe HUTU U MPYXWUHbI YNPaBJST AEACTBUAMU JIOAEN?

OAHaxAbl Mpej HWUM pas3birpasiacb TakKas CLEeHa: MaTpoChl HOCWIW ApPOBa, W OAWH U3 HUX,
MONOAOM, KyApsBbA M Becenbid EGuUM, Npoxoas C HOCMAKamuM No nanybe napoxoja, FpPoOMKO
N CepAUTO TOBOPWUI:

— HeT, yx 3To 6e3 BCAKOW coBecTuM! He b6bIO y MeHS Takoro yroBopy, 4Tobbl ApoBa
TackaTb. MaTpoC — Hy, cCTano 6bITb, Aeno TBOe scHoe!.. A 4yTobbl ewe U ApoBa. ..
cnacubo! 3TO 3HAUUT — ApaTb C MeHA Ty WKYpPY, KOTOPOM A He npoaan... ITo yx bes
coBecTu! Wwb Tbl, KAKOW MACTep COKU-TO U3 JI0AENA BbIXUMATb.

MasbYyMK Caywan 3Ty BOPKOTHI W 3Han, 4YTO AEN0 KacaeTcsa ero otua. OH Buaen, 4To
XOTA E(GMM BOPUYMT, HO HA HOCWJIKAX y Hero ApoB bonblue, yYeM y APYrux, U XOAUT OH
6biCTpee. HUKTO M3 MATPOCOB He OTK/MKANICA Ha BOPKOTHIW EduMma, U Aaxe TOT, KOTOPLIN
paboTan B mape C HWM, MONYaNl, MHOTrAA TOJIbKO MPOTECTYys MPOTUB YCepAUs, C KaKuM
EdVMM HaknaabiBan APOBA HA HOCUIKU.

— ByAeT! — XMypo roBOpwu/l OH. — Yal, He Ha NoWaAb rpy3ullb.

— A Tbl, 3Hawn, monuu! Bnpsarnu Tebs, Hy U Be3u, He OpbIKANCA... WU exenn KpoBb U3
TebAa 6yayT cocaTb — TOXE MOAYM, UYTO Thl MOXellb CKa3aTb?

BAPYr OTKyAa-TO SIBUWICSA WrHaT, nojowes K MaTpocy WU, CTaB NMPOTUB Hero, CypoBO
cnpocun:

— MNpo 4YTO roBOPULLL?

— roBop, CTano bbIThb, Kak ymew... — 3anuMHasCb, OTBeTWN EduMm. — Yroesopa, MoJ, He
bbin0. .. 4TObBl MONYATb MHe...

— A KTO 3TO KpOBb CocaTb byaeT? — mornaxmBas bopoay, CNpocwun WUrHat.

MaTpoC, MOHAB, YTO MOMA/ICA M YBEPHYTbCA HeKyda, b6pocun M3 pyK MNOSEHO, BbITep
NajoHM O WTaHbl U, rAsAs NPsSMO B JIMLO UrHaTa, CMesno cKasan:

— A pa3Be He npaBga mMoa? He cocewb Tbhl. ..

- a7

— Thl.

domMa BUAEN, KaK oTel, B3MaxHyn pyKoﬁ, — pa3pancsa Kakon-To nas3r, n MaTpocC TAXeno
ynan Ha apoBa. OH ToT4yacC Xe NOAHANCA WM BHOBb CTajn Mojayva pa6OTaTb... Ha 6enym

Kopy 6epe3oBbiXx APOB Kanaia KpoBb M3 ero pa3buToro nvua, OH BbLITUPAS €e PYyKABOM
pybaxu, cmoTpen Ha pykaB W, B34piXxas, MOAYan. A KOrAa OH Ies C HOCUIKAMU MUMO
®OMbl, HA /iMLE ero, y nepeHochbs, ApoxXanu ABe bonbume MyTHble C/ie3bl, U Manbyuk
BUAEN UX...

Obepas c OTUOM, OH 6bin 3a4AyYMYMB M NOCMATPUBAJZT HAa UrHata C 6053HbI0 B rnasax.
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— Tbl YTO XMYpUWbLCA? — JJTACKOBO CMNPOCW/ ero oTel,.

- Tak...

— He3a0poBUTCHA, MOXeT?

— HeTty...

— TO-TO... Tbl, KON YTO, CKaAXU...

— CunbHbIA Thi!.. — BAPYr 3aAyMUMBO MPOrOBOPUN Mab4UK.

— 4-To? Hu4yero... Bor He obuaen u cunomn.

— Ka-ak Tbl ero jgaBeya TpecHyn! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYN MalbyuK, ONycKas rofioBy.
MrHaT Hec KO PTY KYCOK Xxjieba C MKpPOW, HO pyKa ero ocTaHoBUNaChb, YyAepkXaHHas
BOCK/INLLAHNEM CblHA; OH BOMPOCUTENbHO B3TrNAHY/N HA .ero CK/JOHEHHYW rOo/IoBY U

cnpocun:

— 370 — EGUMKY, 4TO nn?

— Jla... A0 KpoBu!.. Kak wen OH MOTOM, TaK nnakan...— BNOAronoca pacckasbiBan
Manb4yuUK.

— MM...— npombldan UrHaTt, nepexeBbiBas KyCOK. — Xaneewb Tbl ero?

— Xanko! — co cnesamuM B ronoce ckasasna éooma.

— H-pa... Buwb Tbl yTO!.. — CKasan UrHar.

NnoTtom, nomosiyaB, OH HaNWUN PIOMKY BOAKW, BbINMWI e€e U 3aroBOPW/T BHYWUTENbHO:

— XaneTb ero — He 3a 4YTOo. 3ps opasi, HY U MOJYYWN, CKOJIbKO C/liejoBaso... S ero
3HA: OH — NapeHb XOpPOWWWA, YCEPAHbIN, 340POBbIM M — HErnyn. A pacCyxAaTb — He ero
Jeno: paccyxaaTb s MOry, MOTOMY YTO S — XO03fIMH. DTO He MPOCTO, XO3AUHOM-TO
6biITb! .. OT 3y6OTbIYMHbBI OH He MOMpeT, a yMHee byaeT... Tak-To... 3x, doma!l
MnajeHel, Tbl... HMYEro He MOHMMaelb... HajA0 YYUTb Tebs XMTb-TO... MOXeT, YyX
HEMHOI0 OCTaJIoCb BeKY MOero Ha 3ewmse...

WrHaT nomonyasn, ewe BbiNMa BOAKUM U CHOBA BPA3YMUTEJIbHO Hayan:

— XaneTb JioAed HaAo... 3TO Tbl XOpowo JAenaewb! TONbKO — HYXHO C pa3ymMoM XaseTb...
CHayana NOCMOTPM Ha YenoBeKa, Yy3HaM, KaKOM B HeM TONK, KaKas OT Hero MoxeT ObiTb
nonb3a? WU exenn BUAUIIb — CWIbHbIA, CMOCOOHLIA K Aeny 4YesioBeK, noxasnen, MoMOrun emy.
A exenu KOTOpbih cnabbii, K Aeny He CKJIOHeH — MJHb Ha Hero, npouaM Mumo. Tak u
3Ha — KOTOPLIA YeNloBeK MHOIro XalyeTcss Ha BCE, jJa oxaeT, fa CTOHeT — rpou emy
LLeHa, He CTOUT OH XanoCTU, WU HUKAKOW MOSb3bl Thl €My He MpPUHEecCelWb, exenun u

MoMoXellb. .. TOJNbKO Nylle KUCHYT Aa 6anywTcs TakMe OT XaJIOCTU K HUM... XUBYYU Y
KpeCcTHOro, HacMOTpesics Tbl TaM Ha pa3Hyl Wylwepy: CTPaHHUKU 3TU, MNPUXUBASIbLMKW,
HeCYaCTHeHbKMUE... U pa3Hble rajbl... 06 HUX 3abyAb... 3TO He NwAU, a TakK, CKopayna
O0AHA, HM HA YTO OHM He FOAHbl... ITO BpOAE KaK Knonbl, 610XM M Apyras HeYUCTb... U

He AnA bora oHu XMBYT — HEeTY Y HUX HUKaAKOIro 6ora, nMMA Xe ero BcCcye Mnpu3sbiBawT,
4yTObbl AYypPaKOB pa3kanobuTb Aa OT MX XanoCTu yeM-HMbyab nNy3o0 cebe HabuTb. Ans nysa

CBOEro XUBYT OHM W, KpPOMe KaK — MNUTb, XpaTb, CNaTb Ad CTOHATb, — HUYEro He yMmewT
jenaTtb... OT HMX — OAMH pa3Ban AywM. TONbKO 3anMHaewbCsi 3a HUX. U Xopowui
YeNloBEK Cpeiu HUX — KaK cBexee ABMOKO cpedau FHUMbIX — UCNOPTUTbBCA MOXeT... Man
Tbl, BOT YTO, — He MOXeWb Tbl MOHMMATb MOMUX CJIOB... Tbl TOMYy MOMOraw, KOTOpbIA B
belge CTOEK... OH, MOXET, M He MONpoCUT y Tebs nomowuM TBOeW, TaK Tbl CaM Aorajamncs
ja nomoru emy 6e3 ero crnpoca... [la KOTOpbii ropabii U MoxeT obuaeTbCsi Ha MOMOLWb
TBOW — Tbl BUAY €My He nojaBan, 4YTO MOMOraeuwb... BOT Kak Hago, no pasymy-To! TyT

— TaKoe Aeno: ynanu, cCkKaxem, ABe AOCKW B IpA3b — OAHA TrHWIasa, a Apyrasa —
Xopouasa, 340poBas A0CKA. YTO Tbl AONXEH caenatb? B IHWION JOCKe-KaKowu HpOK? Tbl

OCTaBb ee, NyCcKan B rpa3u NeXuMT, NO He’W NPOMATM MOXHO, 4YTObbl HOr He 3amapaTb... A
30pPOBYI0 — NOAHWMM U MOCTABb Ha COJIHUE, OHA — He Tebe, Tak APYyromMy — Ha
YTO-HMbYAb roaMTCA. TaK-TO, CbIHOK! Cnywan MeHs jAa NOMHM... A E(QUMKY XaneTb He 3a
4YTO, — OH MapeHb JAesibHblM, LeHy cebe MOHMMaeT... M3 Hero MJOXON Aywy He
BolwMbewb. .. BOT S MOCMOTPH HejenbKy BpemMs Aa K WTypBasy ero nocTaefw... A Tam,
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rnaagn, noumMaHoOM 6yﬂeT... M exenn KanuTaHOM ero cpaenatb — JIOBKUMU 6yﬂeT KanuTaH!
BoT Kak nwoagun-to pacTtyT... A, 6paT, CaM 3Ty HaAyKy npoxoaun, — TOXe HeMaslo MNJX
Cben B ero-to rojbpl... Ham, CbIHOK, BCEeM XU3Hb-TO — Heé MAaTb pPOAHAA, — Hawa CTporasd

X034AMKa OHa...

yaca ABa roBopws WUrHaT CbiHY O CBOel MOMOAOCTU, O TPYAAX CBOUX, O JIOAAX W
CTpawHon cune mx cnaboCcTu, O TOM, KaK OHU JIOOAT U yMewT MNPUTBOPATLCHA HecYaCTHLIMU
Ans Toro, 4Tobbl XUTb Ha cyeT ApPYyrux, U cHoBa o cebe, — O TOM, KakK W3 MNpPOCTOro
paboTHMKA OH caenancd Xo3sAuHOM bonbloro pgena.

ManbyYMK CAyllan ero peyb, CMOTPES Ha HEro M 4YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO OTel Kak byaTo BCé
6nuxe nojaBMraeTCcsa K HeMy. M XOTb He 3By4ano B pacckase oTua TOoro, 4yem 6binu
6oraTbl CKa3KuM TeTKM AHPUCbI, HO 3aTO 6bIIO B HUX UYTO-TO HOBOe — bBonee siCHoe U
NMOHATHOE, 4YeM B CKa3kax, U He MeHee WHTepecHoe. B MasieHbKOM cepaue 3abunocb
YTO-TO CW/bHOE M ropsiyee, M €ro MNOTAHYNO0 K OTUY. MrHaT, AOMXHO b6biTb, MO rnasam
CblHA OTragas ero YyBCTBA: OH MOPLIBUCTO BCTAs C MeCTa, CXBATWI €ro Ha pPyku u
Kpenko npuxan K rpyaM. A ooma ObOHAN ero 3a wWew U, MPUXaBWWCb WEKOW K ero ueke,
MONYan, Apllla YCKOPEHHO.

— CblHMWKA!.. — rnyxo wenTtan WrHaT, — MuabIA Tbl MOW... PaAoOCTb Tbl Mofi!.. Yuuce,
NoKa, i XUB... D-3X, TPYAHO XUTb!

JlporHyno cepaue pebeHka oT 3Toro wénoTa, OH CTUCHYN 3ybbl, U ropsune cresbl
6pbI3HYIM M3 ero rnas...

Nnapoxoa wen Hasasg, BBepx No Boare. [yWHON WIIbCKOM HOYbK, KOraa Hebo Obi1o
MOKPBLITO TYCTBIMA YE€PHbIMA Ty4aMu U BCE HA peKke 6bIO 3/0Belje CMNOKOMHO, — MPUMNbIN B
KazaHb M BCTaNM OKOJIO YC/IOHA B XBOCTE OMPOMHOIr0 KapaBaHa CYAOB. JIA3r SAKOPHbIX
uenem uU KpPUKU KOMAHAbl pasbyaunu &omy; OH MOCMOTPEeS B OKHO W yBWAAN: AAJNIEKO, BO
TbMe, CBepKa/M MaJieHbKMe OroHbKW; Boja bObia yepHa M rycrta, Kak macno, — u bosnble
HMYEro He BMAATb. Cepile MaJibyMKa XYTKO B3APOrHYJI0O, U OH CTaJll BHUMATEJNIbHO
cnywaTb. OTKYAQA-TO AojieTasa efie CJbluHAsA XanobHas necHs, YHbIBHAA, KaK NpUYnTaHue;
Ha KapaBaHe MNepekInKaIUCb CTOpPOXa, CEPAUTO WUNeNn Napoxoh, Pa3BoAs napsbl... YepHas
BOJA PeKU rpyCTHO U TUXO nneckanacb o bopTa CynoB. BcmaTpuBasiCb BO TbMy
npucTanbHo, A0 6onM B rnasax, MaJibuMK pa3findyan B HeW 4yepHble rpyabl U OFOHbKKU, efe
ropeBwWMe BbLICOKO Haj HWMM .. OH 3HaN, 4YTO 3TOo ObIM bapxu, HO 3HaHWE He
yCnokauBano ero, cepaue 6unocb HEepoOBHO, a B BOOOpaxeHMM BCTaBa/M KakKuMe-TO
nyrawwme TemHble obpas3bl.

— 0-0... o!.. — poHeccsA M34anu NPOTAXHbIA KPUK M 3aKOHUYM/ICSA MOXOXE Ha pblaaHue. ..
BOT KTO-TO npowen no nanybe Kk 6opTy napoxoaa...

— 0-0-0...— pa3janocb OMNATb, HO yXe rae-Tto bnuxe...

— fAdmm! — BRonrosoca 3aroBopuauM Ha nanybe. — YépTt! BcTaBan! Bepu barop...

— 0-0-0!.. — 3acToHanu rae-To 6/;M3KO, U POMa, B3APOrHYB, OTKAYHYJICA OT OKHA.

CTpaHHbIM 3BYK noannbiBas BCE GAMke M poC B CBOEW cuie, pbligan M Tasn B YepHOU
TbMe. A Ha nanybe TPeBOXHO WenTaau:

— SA¢umka! Ja BCTaHb — roCTb nbiBeT!

— Dle? — pa3jancs TOponaMBLIA Bonpoc... Mo nanybe 3awnenanu 6ocble Horw,
nocnbillanacb BO3HSA, MUMO NMLA MalbyMKa CBepXy CKOMb3HyAM ABa barpa M noyTwu
beclwyMHO BOH3UAUCbL B FyCTyl BOAY. ..

— ro-0-o0-cTb! — 3apblganu rae-to 6AM3KO, U pa3fancs TUXUKA, CTPAHHbIA NAECK BOJbI.

— Manb4yuK Apoxas OT yxaca npej 3TUM FpPpyCTHbIM KPUKOM, HO He MOl OTOpBaTb CBOMUX
PYK OT OKHa W rna3 OT BOAbl.

— 3axru ¢oHapb... He BUAATb Huyero!..

M BOT Ha BOAY YynajloO NMATHO MYTHOro cBeTa... P®OmMa BuAes, YTO BOAA TUXO KOJblwWeTCH,
pﬂ6b naeT no Heum, TOYHO eun 601bHO U OHa B3AparmeaeT OT 6onu.

— rnsam... rnsam!.. — ncnyraHHo 3awenTanu Ha nanybe.
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B TO Xe Bpems B NATHE CBeTa Ha BoAe SABWIOCL bOonblioe, CTpaWHoe 4YesloBe4yeckoe JINLO
C 6efbiMM OCKasieHHbIMM 3ybaMu. OHO MJbIO M MOKAYMBANIOCh HA BOAe, 3ybbl ero cMoTpenu
NPAMO HAa ®OMy, W TOYHO OHO, YynblbafACb, FOBOPWIIO:
«3X, MaNbUyWMK, MaSbYUK... XO-0OJIOAHO!..»

barpbel ApOrHynu, nNoAHANNCbL B BO34AyXe, MOTOM CHOBA ONyCTWUIUCb B BOAY.

— Nuxah ero... Beau!.. CMOTpU — nojobbeT B KOMECO... Barpel CKONb3uau no 6opTy u
uapananucb 06 Hero Co 3BYKOM, MOXOXWM Ha CKpun 3y6oB. llnenaHbe HOr o nanyby
MOCTEeNeHHO yAananocb Ha KOpMy... W BOT TaM BHOBb pa3jancs CTOHYWMIA 3ayMNnOKOWHO
BO3rnac:

— ro-0-ocCThb. ..

— TATA! — 3aKkpuyan domMa. — TA-ATA... OTel, BCKOYMA HA HOrM U BPOCUACA K Hewmy.

— UYTo Tam? YTO OHM JenawT? — Kpuyana doma. OrpoMHbIMUA MPbKKaAMM MrHAT BbLICKOYWU/T BOH
M3 KawTbl C AMKWM peBOM. OH BO3BPaTWICHA CKOPO, paHblie, 4em doMa, KadasCb Ha Horax
N OrnsaapiBascb BOKPYr cebsA, pobpanca OT OKHA AO OTLOBCKOM MOCTENU.

— Wcnyranu Tebs, — Hy, Hu4yero! — roBopwun UrHaT, B3fIB €ro Ha PyKWU. JIOXUCb-Ka CO
MHOM. . .

— YTo 3T0? — TUXO CnpawvBan éoma.

— DTO, CbIHOK, HMYEro... OTO — YTOMWMM... YTOHY/ 4YeNOoBeK M M/blBET... Huyero. Tbl
He 6oMCs, OH yXe YmJbul. ..

— 3ayeM OHM TOJIKaNM ero? — fonpawmean Maab4yukK, Kpenko npuxaBlUNUCb K OTUY U 3aKpbiB
rnasa OT CTpaxa...

— A — TaK yX Hajo... MoaobbeT ero Boja B KONECO... Ham, K Npumepy... 3aBTpa

YBUANT NOAUUUA... BO3HA HOﬁAET, AOMPOChHI. .. 3aAepXaT HacC. BOT ero u NpPpoOBOXaKT
janblie... EMy 4TO? OH yX MepTBbii... eMy 3TO He 60/ibHO, He 0BUAHO... a XWBbIM

M3-3a Hero becnokoncTtsBo 6b1O Obl... Cnu, CbIHOK!..

Tak OH W nonnbiBeT?

— Tak ¥ Mon/biBeT... Fae-HUbyab BbIHYT — CXOPOHAT. ..

A pbiba ero cbecT?

Pbiba He ecT 4yenoBe4ybe Tesi0... Paku eaAaT...

CTpax ¢ombl Tasa, HO npej rnasamuv ero BCEé elle NOKAYMBANIOCb Ha qepHoﬁ BoJAe
CTpawHoe nunuo C OoCKaJieHHbIMU 3y6aMM.

— A OH KTO?

— Bor ero 3HaeT! Tbl CKaxu o Hem bory: rocnoau, Mosn, ynokon ayuwy ero!

— Focnoau, ynokow Aywy ero! — wénoToM MOBTOpua doma.
— Hy, BOT... W cnu, He 6oncal!.. OH yx Tenepb Aaneko-o! MnbiBeT cebe... BOT — He
NOAXOAN HEOCTOPOXHO K BopTy-TO, — ynajewb 3Tak — cnacu 6or! — B BOAY W...

— A OH TOXe ynan?

— W3BeCTHO, ynasn... MOXeT, MnbAH bbIN... A MOXeT, cam bpocuncsa... ECTb U Takue,
KoTopble camu... Bo3bMeT ga U bpocuTcs B BOAY... M yTOHeT... Xu3Hb-TO, bpaT, Tak
yCTpoeHa, 4YTO WUHaAsA CMepThb AJiA CaMOro 4yesoBeKa-Npas3jHWK, a uUHaa — AN BCex
bnaropatsb!

— TaTAa...

— Cnu, poaHoM. ..
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ITT

B nepBbi Xe AeHb WKOAbHOW XWU3HM $OMaA, OWESIOMIEHHLIN XMBbIM U OOAPbLIM WYMOM 3aA0PHbIX
wanocTen U BYyWHbIX AETCKUX UIP, BbIAENWUN U3 Cpelbl MaNbyMKOB ABYX, KOTOpble cpasy
nokasaJncb emy WHTepecHee Apyrux. OAWH cCupaen Bnepean ero. ooma, nornapbiBas
ncnoanobbs, BUAEN WWMPOKYKW CMWHY, MOJIHYK WeKw, YCEAHHYWw BeCHYWKamu, Oofbumne ywu w
rNaAKO OCTPWUXEHHbIA 3aTbIIOK, MOKPbITbIA SPKO-PbKUMMA BOSIOCAMM.

Korga yuyuTenb, 4YenoBeK C /biICOM roN0OBOM U OTBUC/ON HUXHEN rybor, no3Ban: «CMOJSIUH,
ADPUKAH!» — pbiXMA MaNbyMK, He TOPOMACb, MOAHANCA HA HOrM, MOAOWEN K y4yuTenwo,
CMOKOMHO YCTABW/ACS B JINLO eMy W, BbICAYWAB 3ajayvyy, CTaja TWaTeNbHO BbINUCHIBATb
MeJIOM Ha AocKe bonblme Kpyrible uudpsl.

— Xopouwo, — AOBOMIbHO! — cKa3an yuuTenb. — EXOB, Hukonain, — npogonxawn!
«OAUH M3 cocefein ®oMbl NO napTe, — HEMNnoCeA IMBbIA MaseHbKUA MasbYUK C YepHbIMMU
MbIlLMHBIMM FNa3KaMuM, — BCKOYMA C MecTa M nolwesn Mexay napt, 3a BCE 3ajesas, BepTH

rofioBoM BO BCe CTOpPOHbI. Y AOCKM OH CXBaTwun Men u, NpMBCTAaB HA HOCKW canor, C
lwymom, cCKpuna un copa menom, CTaal TbiIKaTb UM B AOCKY, Ha6paCbIBaF| Ha Hee MeJikue,
HeACHble 3HaKWu.

— Tu-we, — ckasan yuyuTenb, 0O0ONe3HEHHO CMOPWMB XenToe NMU0 C yCTanbiMM rnasamu. A
EXOB 3BOHKO U ObICTPO TOBOPWII:

— Tenepb Mbl y3Ha/NM, 4YTO MEPBLIN PAa3HOCUYMK MOJy4YWs Bapbila CEMHAALATb KOMeek. ..

— JloBonbHO!.. TopaeeB! UYTo HyXHO caenaTb, 4YTObbl y3HaTb, CKONbKO bapbiua Monayyun
BTOPON PA3HOCUUK?

Habnwpas 3a noBeaeHWeM MasbY4MKOB, — TaK HEMOXOXUX APYr HA Apyra, — ooma 6bin
3axBayeH BOMPOCOM Bpacnjiox U — Mona4an.

— He 3Haewb?.. Ob6BACHM eMy, CMOJIMH... CMOJINH, AKKYPATHO BbITUPABWWA TPANKOU
nanbubl, UCNAYKaHHble MEeNOM, MONOXUN TPSANKY, He B3rAfHYB HAa $OMYy, OKOHYMA 3aAa4vy WU
CHOBa CTan BbLITUPATHL PYKU, a ExoB, ynbibascb M MOAMNPbIFrMBAs Ha XOA4Y, OTNpaBUACA Ha
CBO€ MecCTO.

— 3X Tbl! — 3awenTan OH, yCaxXMBasiCb PSAOM C ®OMOM U YX KCTATWU TOJIKAs ero KyJlakom
B 60K. — Yero He Mmoxewb! Bcero-to 6apsbila CKOMbKO? TpUALATb KOMeek... a
Pa3HOCYMKOB — [ABOE... OAWH MOAYYUN CEMHAAUATb — HY, CKOJIbKO Apyron?

— 3Haw s, — WENOTOM OTBeTWUN domMa, YyBCTBYS Cebsi CKOHOYXEHHbIM U paccmaTpuBas NvLO
CMO/IMHA, CTeneHHO BO3BpalaBWerocs Ha CBOe MecTo. EMy He NOHpaBWAOCb 3TO AMLO —
Kpyrnoe, nécTpoe OT BeCHyWekK, C ronaybbiMy rnasamu, 3ansbiBWAMKU XUPOM. A EXOB
60NbHO WMNan eMy HOFYy M ChpawvBan:

— Tbl Yerh CbiH — Wanoro?

- Ja...

— Wwb... Xovyewb, 5 Tebe Bcerga noackasbiBaTb byay?

— Xouy. ..

— A 4yTO jawb 3a 3T0? domMa noayman U CNpPoCwUn:

— A Tbl 3Haewb cam-TO?

— 7 9 — nepBbIA YYEHUK. ..

— Bbl, Tam! EXOB — onATb Tbl pa3roBapuBaeWb? — KPUKHYN YyuyuTenb.

EXOB BCKOYW/ HA HOrM U BOMKO cKaslan:

— DTO He A, MBaH AHApeu4y, — 3TO lopaeeB!

— 0ba OHM WenyyTcsA, — HEBO3MYTMUMO 06bLABUI CMOJIMH.
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XanobHo CMOpWMB NULO U CMEWHO Wwienas cBoeh 6onbwon rybon, yumTenb MNOXYpwus BcCex
UX, HO ero BbLIFOBOP He nomewasn EXOBY TOTYAC Xe CHOBA 3aWenTaThb:

— NlapHo, CMonuH! 51 Tebe npunomHi 3a Abeay. ..

— A Tbl 3a4eM CBaJiMBaelWb HA HOBEHbKOr0? — He MOBOpAvYMBas K HUM [ONOBblI, TUXO
cnpawvsan CMONUH.

— JlaagHoO, naaHo! — wwunen EXOB.

doMa MoJsiYan, MCKoca NOrnsafpiBas Ha WPKOro coceja, KOTOpPbIA OJHOBPEMEHHO M HpaBuICH
eMy W BO3byxAan B HeM xeflaHue OTOABUHYTbCA OT Hero nojasblie. Bo BpeMa nepeMmeHsi
OH y3Han oT ExoBa, 4To CMOJIMH — TOxe 6oraThih, CblH KOXEBEHHOrO 3aBOoj4YMKa, a cam
EXOB — CblH CTOPOXAa W3 Ka3eHHOM nanathl, beAHAK. 3TO OblN1O ACHO NO KOCTMY 6oWMKoro
MasibuyMKa, CUUTOMY U3 cCepor bymaseu, yKpalleHHOMY 3anjiaTaMu Ha KOJIeHAX U JIOKTAX,
no ero 6negHoMmy, ronoAHOMY nuuy, MO BCEA MaNeHbKOW, YrJioBaTOM U KOCTASIBOW
durype. rospopun EXOB MeTa/UIMYECKUM asibTOM, MNOACHAS CBOW pedyb rpumMacamu u
XecTamm, U 4YacTo ynoTpebnsan B peyn CBOU C/IOBA, 3HAYEHWE KOTOPbIX ObUIO M3BECTHO
TONBKO €My OJHOMY.

— Mbl C ToboW byaem ToBapuum, — OOBABWUI OH POMe.

— A Tbl 3a4yeM jgaBeya yuyuTesilo Ha MeHs noxanoBanca? — HaNOMHWUIA emy [opjpees,
noao3puTesIbHO KOCACb Ha Hero.

— BoT! 4YTO Tebe? Tbl HOBEHbKUM M boraTbii, — C b6oraTbiX yuuTeNnb-TO He B3bICKMBAET. ..
A A — befiHbln 06bEAOH, MeHA OH He NWbUT, MOTOMY UYTO A O30PHUYA U HUKAKOIO
nogapka He NpUHOCUA eMy... Kabbl S NAOX0 y4yuncss — OoH 6bl AABHO YX BBIK/IOYWUST MEHS.
Tbl 3Haewb — A OTCHAA B FMMHA3UIO YNAY... KOHYY BTOPOM KNacC U yuay... MeHs yx TyT
OAVH CTYAEHT MNpUroToBAsdeT... TaM s TakK byay yuymTbCs — TOMbKO Aepxucb! A y Bac
Jiowanen CKONMbKO?

— Tpu... 3ayem Tebe MHOro y4ymTbCA? — CAPOCWUS doMa.

— MoToMy 4YTO — 51 6eAHbIh. .. BEeAHbIM HYXHO MHOIMO Y4YUTbCH, OT 3TOr0 OHU TOXE
boraTbiMM CTAaHyT, — B [AOKTOpa MOWAYT, B YMHOBHWUKKM, B oduuepbl... S Toxe byay
3BsAKapeMm... cabnsa Ha 60Ky, wWNopbl HA HOrax — ApbiHb, APbIHb! A Tbl Yyem byaelb?
— H-He-3Haw!.. — 3aaymMuMBO CKa3an ooma, pa3rfisgbiBas ToBapwua.

— Tebe HMYEM He HaAO ObiITb... A ronyben Tbl N0bULL?

— Jbniwo. . .

— Kakomn Tbl pydnbiral y-y! 0-o! — nepeapasHuBan EXOB MeAJIEHHYKW peyb ®OMbl. CKOJIbKO
y Teba ronyben?

— Y MeHfl HeT...

— OX Tbl! BoraTbii, a He 3aBen ronybem... Y MeHAa M TO TpuM eCTb, — CKobapb OoAWH, Aa
ronybka neras, Aa TypMmMaH... Kabbl y MeHs oTeu 6b1 6oraTbii, — s 66l CTO ronyben
3aBeN U BCE 6bl FOHAN LeNbin AeHb. W y CMOAMHA ecTb ronybm — xopouue!
UeTbipHaALaTb, — TypMaHa-TO OH MHe nojgapwn. ToJIbKO — BCe-TaKW OH XaJHb... Bce
boraTble — xafAHble! A Tbl — TOXe XaAHbN?

H... He 3Haw, — HepewuTeNnbHO CKa3aa doma.
— Tbl npuxoanm K CMO/IMHY, BMeCTe BCe Tpoe U 6yAeM FOHATb. ..
— JlapHO... exe/nn MeHA NycTAT...

— Pa3Be oTeu-TO He nwbuTt Teba?

— JobuT.
— Hy, TakK NyCTUT... TONbKO Tbl HE rOBOpPU, 4YTO U A TOXe MOWAY, — CO MHOW, MOXanyw,
M B3anpaBay He MYyCTUT... Tbl CKaxu — K CMOMMHY, MO, NycTuTe... CMOMMUH!
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Moaouwesn TOMCTbIM MajsibuMK, WU EXOB NPUBETCTBOBA/Sl €ro, YKOPU3HEHHO NOKayuBas
ro/0BOW :

— OX Tbl, PbIXUN 6eAHUK! He CTOMT C ToboW U APYKUTbCA, — OYNbIKHUK!

— YTo Tbl pyraewbca? — CNOKOWHO cnpocun CMOJIMH, pa3rnapbiBas oMy HenoABUXHbIMU
rnasamn.

— S He pyrawcb, a npaBAy roBOpW, — MOSACHWI EXOB, BeCb MOAEPrMBasfiCb OT OXWBJIEHUS.
— Cnywan! XoTsa Tbl M Kucenb, Ad — NajHo yx! B BoCKpeceHbe nocne obeaHu A C HUM
npuay K Tebe...

— MpuxoamMTe, — KWUBHYJ rOJIOBOW CMOJIVH.
— Mpuaem... CKOpO yX 3BOHOK, nobery umxa npogaBaTb, — 0b6bABWI EXOB, BbiTaCKMBas

M3 KapMaHa WTaHUWeK b6yMaxHbiM NakKeTUK, B KOTOPOM OBUNOCb YTO-TO XMBOE. U OH uc4yes
CO ABOpA yuywnumua, Kak PTYTb C JIAAOHMU.

— Ka-akou oH! — cka3an ®ooma, NopaxeHHbI XMBOCTbI0 EXOBA M BOMPOCUTENIbLHO INaAas Ha
CMONMHa.

— JIOBKMIA, — MOSICHUN PbIXMA MaNbyuK.

— W Becenoin, — pobasun ooma.

— W Becenbih, — cornacuacs CMoO/iMH. MOTOM OHW MOMOSYaNU, OrnaAbiBas Apyr apyra.

Mpuaellb KO MHE C HWUM? — CNPOCU/ PbIXUNA.

npuay. . .

NPUXOAMN. .. Y MeHA XOopouo. . .
®doMa HUYero He ckKasajl Ha 3To. Toraa CMOJIUH CNPOCWUN ero:
— Y Tebs MHOro ToBapwuien?

— HUKOro Het...

— Y MeHs TOXe A0 Y4YMIMa HMKOro He 6biio... TonbKo 6paTba ABOWPOAHbIE... BOT
Tenepb y Tebs byayT cpa3y ABOe TOBapulen. ..

— Jla, — ckasan ¢ooma.

— Korga ecTb MHOro TOBapuueh — 3TO BECENo... WM y4YnTbCH Jierdye — MoACKa3biBawT. . .

A Tbl XOpOWO Yy4uwbCA?

A — BCE XOpowo jAenaw, — CMOKOWHO CKa3asl CMOJIVH.
3aapebe3xan 3BOHOK, TOYHO MCMNYFaHHbIA M TOPOMIMBO nobexaBwuh Kyaa-To...

Cuas B WKone, doMa NOYYBCTBOBaN Ccebs cBobojgHee M CTan CpaBHMBATb CBOMX TOBapwuilen
C APYrUMM MasibYMKaMW. BCKOpe OH Hawen, 4To 0b6a OHM — camble Aydywue B WKOJAE U
nepeBbIMM BpocawTcs B rnasa, TakK Xe pe3Ko, Kak 3TU ABe umbpsl 5 n 7, He cTepTble C
YEepHOM KNACCHOM JO0CKM. M doMe CTano NPUMATHO OTTOrO0, YTO €ro TOBapuWM Nydlle BCex
OCTajibHbIX Manb4yMKOB.

M3 WKONMbI OHM Tpoe MNouwIn BMecTe, HO EXOB CKOpPO CBEpHY/l B KAKOW-TO Y3KUWA Nepeynok,
CMOJIUH Xe wen c doMoM BNIOTb AO €ro AoMa M, npouwasicb, CKasan:

— BOT BMAMWbL — U XOAUTb Ham BmecTe!
floma ®OMy BCTPeTWIM TOPKEeCTBEHHO: OTel, MOAapWS ManbuMKy TAXenyw cepebpsaHyl JIOKKY
C 3aTelnuBbLIM BeH3efeM, a TeTKa — waph cBoero BA3aHbA. Ero xaanu obeaath,

nPUroToBUNU nwbumsle um Gnwaa M ToTYaC Xe, KaK TONbKO OH pa3fencs, ycaaunum 3a
CTOM W CTann paccrnpaumvBaThb.
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— Hy 4YTO, MOHPABW/IOCb B y4YWIuwe? — chipawvMBan UrHaT, C J/iobOBb MNSAS Ha pyMsiHOe U
OXMBJIEHHOE NINLO CbiHA.
— Huyero... CnaBHo! — oTBeyan ¢ooma.

- MMﬂHﬁvTH mMom! — YMUNEHHO B3JAblXasna TeTKa, — TH, CMOTpK, TOBapUWaM-TO He
nogaaBanca... UYyTb OHU 4Yem obnaat Tebs, Tbl cenyac YUnTenn n CKaxum npo Hux...

— Hy, cnywan ee! — ycMexHynca WrHaT. — 3TOro He jenan Hukorga! Cam CO BCAKUM
0buAYMKOM CTapanca ynpaBuUTbCA, CBOEN PYKOW Hakaxu! PebATUWKM-TO Xopouwue?

— Da, — ooma ynblbHynca, BCNoMuHass ob ExoBe. — OAMH Takou bonkunm — bepa!l
— Yen TakoB?

— CTOpOXa CblH. ..

— boek, roBopuib?

— CTpacTb!

— Hy — 6or c Hum! A papyron?

— A ApPYrow — pbl-UXMA BeCb... CMOJIUH. ..
— Al MWTpuUs MBaHbYa CbiH, BUAHO... JTOrO AEPXMWCb, KOMNAHWA Xxopowas... MUTpU —
YMHbIK MYXMUK... KOJIMW CblH B Hero — 3TO ﬂaﬂHO! BoT APpYyrom-Tto... Tbl, ®OMa, BOT YTO:

Tbl NpUurnacn-Ka MX B BOCKpeCeHbe B IoCTun K cebe. 4 Kynjaw roctuHueB, yrouwatb Tbl UX
6yAEMb... nornaavm, Kakue OHWU...

— B BOCKpeceHbe-TO CMO/IMH MeHA K cebe 30BeT, — 06bABUN dOMa, BOMNPOCUTENBHO
B3r/IAHYB Ha oTua.

— VWb Tbl... Hy, noauM! 3To HMYero, noau... lMpucmaTpuBanCA, Kakue ecTb NoaM Ha
3emne... OauH, 6e3 Apyxbbl, He MPOXUBElb... BOT S C TBOMM KPeCTHbIM ABajuaTb NeT C
JIMIKOM APYXY — MHOMMM OT yMa ero nonofib3oBasiicA. Tak U Tbhl, — CcTapauca APYXUTb C
TeMu, KOTOpble Nyylle, ymMHee Tebs... OKONO XOopoluero 4yesoBeka NOTpewbcs — Kak
MeJHas Konenka o cepebpo — M cam 3a ABYrpMBEHHbIA COMjellb... — M, CMeACb CBOeMmy
CpaBHeHMw, WUrHaTt gobaBun: — 3To — wy4yy A. CTapanca He MOAAEeNbHbIM, a HaCTOAUMUM
OGbITb. .. YM MMeN XOTb ManeHbKWW, Aa CBOW... YTO, YPOKOB-TO MHOro 3ajanun Ttebe?

— MHOro! — B3AOXHYN Manb4yuK, W B340XY €ro OTKJMKHYNACb TAXeNnbiM B3AOXOM TeTKa...

— Hy — yuu! Xyxe ppyrux B Hayke He byab. Xowa ckaxy Tebe BOT uTO: B yuyunuue, —
XOTb ABajuaTb MNATb KNAaCCOB B HeM byAab, — HMYEMy, KpOMe KakK nuMcaTb, yuMTaTb Aa
CunTaTb, — He Hay4yaT. [NynoCTAM pa3HbIM MOXHO elle HAyuYuTbCs, — HO He Aan Tebe
6or! 3anopk, exenuM 4YTto... Tabak KypuTb byaewb, rybbl oTpexy...

— Bora noMHKM, doMylika,— CKa3ana TeTKka. — locnoja Hauwero, CMOTpu, He 3abydb...

— OTo BepHo! Bora u poauTenda — yTu! HOo 9 MPO TO XO4Yy CKa3aTb, YTO KHUIU-TO
yuyebHble — Aeno eije Manoe... HyxHbl OHM Tebe, Kak MNOTHUKY Tonop Aa pybaHOK; OHM —
WHCTPYMEHT, a TOMYy, KaK B JeJi0 ero ynoTpebuTb. — UHCTPYMEHT He HayuuT. MoHAn?..
CKaxeM TaK: JaH NIOTHUKY B PYKM TOMOP M JO/XEH OH MM obTecaThb bpeBHO... Pyk aa
Tonmopa TYT Mano, HajAo elle yMeThb yAapuTb MO JAepeBy, a He Mo Hore cebe... BbLIXOAUT,
YTO OAHMX KHUI Mano: Hajo elje yMeHbe NoMAb30BaThbCA MMM... BOT 3TO yMeHbe U ecTb
TO camoe, 4YTO byaeT XuTpee BCAKUX KHUI, a B KHUIFaX O HEM HUYEro He HamnucaHo...
3ToMy, $OMa, HaA0 Y4YMTbCA OT CaMOM OT XM3HM. KHMIMA — OHa Bellb MepTBas, ee Kak
xoyellb 6epu, pBU, JIOMA — OHA He 3aAKPUYUT... A XU3Hb, 4YyTb Thl MO HEN HEBEpPHO
WwarHyn, HenpaBWIbHO MeCTO B Hel cebe 3aHAN, — THICAYbID MO/IOCOB 3aopeT Ha Teba, aa
elle N yaapuT, C Hor cobbeT.

®omMa, O0BJIOKOTSACb HA CTOJI, BHUMATENIbHO CAywWwaa oTua W, MNOA CWIbHble 3BYKU €ro
rosoca, npeacTaBnsn cebe To nioTHMKA, obTechiBawwero bpeBHo, To cebs camoro:
OCTOPOXHO, C MNPOTAHYTbHIMX Bnepes pykamu, no 3blOKOM noyBe OH NOAKpaAbIBAeTCA K
YyeMy-TO OFPOMHOMY M XMBOMY M XenaeT CXBaTWUTb 3TO CTpaWHOe YTo-TO...

— YenoBek JosixeH cebsi bepeub AN CBOero jena M NyTb K CBOeMy JAeny TBepao
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3HaTb... Yenosek, 6paT, TOT Xe JouMaH Ha CcyjHe... B M0/040CTU, KaK B NOJ0OBOJAbe,
— nau npsamo! Be3pe Tebe popora... HO — 3Hau BpemAa, Korjga v 3a npaBex B3ATbCA
Hago... Bopa cbena, — Tam, rnaaM, Menb, Tam Kapya, TaM KameHb; BCE 3TO HaAo
yC4nTaTtb U BOBpemMA obonTn, uTObLI K NPpUCTaHn AoNnbiTh LEe/oMy. ..

— 4 ponnbiBy! — CKasan Malb4uK, YBEPEHHO U ropao rnAaaa Ha oTua.

— Hy? Xpa6po ropopuib! — WUrHaT 3acmessncsa. U TeTKa TOxXe NACKOBO 3acmesnachb.

CO BpemMeHM Mnoe3fkum C OoTuoM no Bonre éoma cTan. 6osnee GONKUM M PA3rOBOPUMBLIM C
OTUOM, TETKOW, MasikMHbiM. HO Ha ynauue waum rae-Hubyib B HOBOM, A/ HEro MecTte, Mnpu
YYXUX NIOAAX, OH XMYPWICA M NOCMaTpuBas BOKpPYr cebs nojo3puTenbHO U HeA0BepYMBO,
TOYHO BCIOAY YYBCTBOBaJ 4TO-TO BpaxaebHoe eMmy, CKpbITOE OT HEero U nojcreperawuee.

HouyamM MHOraa OH BAPYr NPOCHINANCA WU MOAOATY MPUCNYWMBANICA K TULIMHE BOKPYr,
NPUCTaZIbHO pacCcMaTpuMBas TbMy WMPOKO PACKPbITbIMMA Fnasamu. Mpea HUM NPeTBOPS/UCH B
0obpa3bl M KapTWHbl pacckasbl OTUA. OH He3aMeTHO Aas cebs nyTan MX CO CKa3KaMu TeTKMU
M CO3jaBajs XaoC CO6bITUMA, B KOTOPOM SIpKME KPacKu (aHTasuv Npuyvyanveo
nepenfeTauCb C CYPOBbIMA TOHAaMU AENCTBUTENbHOCTU. MOJly4asioCb YTO-TO OrPOMHOE,
HEMOHATHOE; MasibuYMK 3aKpbiBasN rnasa, rHan oT cebsa BCE 3TO M XxoTen 6bl OCTAHOBUTb
Urpy BoobpaxeHusa, nyrasuyw ero. Ho oH 6e3ycnewHo nbiTasicAd YCHYTb, a KOMHATa BCE
TecHee Hano/HANACb TeMHbIMM obpa3amu. Torga OH TUXO bByaun TeTKy:

TeTtd... A TEeTA...

UTto? Xpuctoc c Tobou...

— 4 npuay Kk Tebe, — wenTtan ooma.
— MowTo? Cnu-Ka, Muaywa Mosi... CNW...
— 4 6owcb! — co3HaBaANCA MalbyuK,

A Tbl npounTan npo cebs «Jla BockpecHeT 6or» M nepecTaHewb 60ATbCA-TO.

®ooMa NeXUT C 3aKPbITBIMKM rnas3amm U YuTaeT MOJUTBY. TUWMHA HOYU PUCYETCHA MNpes MUM B
Buae beckpanmHero npocTpaHCTBA TEMHOW BOAbl, OHA COBEPWEHHO HENoOABWXHA, —
pasnunacb BCHOAY W 3acTblla, HeT HU psAabu Ha Hen, HU TeHW ABWXKEHWUS, U B Hel Toxe
HeT HUYero, XoTs OHa 6e340HHO rnyboka. O4YeHb CTPAWHO CMOTPETb OAHOMY OTKyAa-TO

CBepxy, U3 TbMbl, HAa 3Ty MepTBYyW BOAY... HO BOT pa3jaeTcs 3BYK KOJIOTYWKWU HOYHOIO
CTOpOXa, WU Ma/ibyuK BUAUT, 4YTO NOBEPXHOCTb BOJAbl B3aparunBaeT, NO Heu, NOKpbiBada ee
pﬂ6bm, CKauyT Kpyr/jble CBeT/ble WAapUKWN... Yaap B KOJIOKOJI HA KOJIOKOJIbHE 3acTaBnfeT

BCH BOAY BCKOJIBIXHYTbCS OAHUM MOTY4YUM [ABUXEHWEM, U OHA [AOJIrO MJIABHO KOJbleTCSA OT
3TOro yaapa, KonbiweTcs M 6oNblioe CBeT/Ioe NATHO, OCBewaeT ee, pacwMpseTcs OT ee
LeHTpa KyAa-TO B TEeMHYyW Aajfb U bneaHeeT, TaeT. CHOBA TOCK/IMBbIN WU MEpPTBbI MOKOW B
3TOW TEMHOM NyCTbiHE. ..

TeTd...— ymonswwe wen4yeTt doma.

ACUHbKN?

A Kk Tebe npuay. ..

Ja vwan, uau, poaHywa MoS...

NepebpaBWMCb Ha NOCTENb K TEeTKE, OH XMEeTCA K Hel M MNpoCuUT:
— PacCKaxu 4YTo-HUbYAb. ..

— HO4Ybl-TO? — COHHO NpoTecTyeT TeTKa.

— MNoxa-anyncra. ..

Ee He NpPUXOAUTCHA AONATO NPOCUTbL. [O3eBbiBas, OCUMWWM OT CHA rO/JIOCOM, CTapyxa,
3aKpblB rna3a, pa3MepeHHO rOBOPUT:

— W BOT, cyaapb Tbl MOW, B HEKOTOPOM LAPCTBE, B HEKOTOPOM rocCyAapCTBe XWU-6bin
MyX Aa XeHa, M bbinnM oHM bejHble-npebegHble!.. Yk TakuMe-TO pa3HecyaCTHble, YTO U
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€CTb-TO UM bblI0 Heyero. MOXOAAT 3TO OHM MO MUPY, AAAYT UM FAe 4epCTBYW,

3aBajAlWyl KOpPOYKY, — TeM OHU AeHb W CbiTbl MU BOT POAUMNOCH Y HUX AUTE... POAUNIOCH
aAnTe — KpeCTuTb HaAo, a KaK OHMu b6eaHble, YroctTuTb UM KYMOB Aa roctenm Heyem, — He
naetT K HUM HUKTO erCTMTb! OHM U TaK, OHW U CAK, — HET HUKoro!.. M B3IMOAUIUCH

OHM Torpga Ko rocnogy: «rocnogm! rocnogm!..»

®oMa 3HaeT 3Ty CTpallHyw CKa3Ky O KpecTHUKe 6ora, He pa3 OH C/bllan ee U yxe
3apaHee pucyeT npen cobol 3TOro KpecTHMKa: BOT OH eAeT Ha 6enoM KoHe K CBOWM
KPeCcTHbIM OTLY W MaTepu, eaeT BO ThbMe, MO MyCTbiHE, W BMAUT B HEN BCE HeCcTepnumble
MYKM, KOUM OCYXAEHbl MPEWHWUKWU... W CAbIWMT OH TWUXME CTOHbl U MPOCbObI UX:

«0-0-0! YenoBeye! Cnpocu y rocnoga, AOAr0 AN ewe MyYUTbCA HaM?»

Torpa ManbyMKy KaxeTcsd, 4YTO 3TO OH Cam ejeT B HOYM Ha 6enom KoHe, K HeMy
o6pameHH CTOHbl U MoOJieHnA. Cepjaue ero CKmMmaeTca, cCne3bl BbICTynawT Ha rnaasax, OH
KpenKkKo UX 3aKpbinl U bouTcs OTKpPbLITDH, 6ecnokonHo BO35ICb B MOCTENMU. ..

- Cnn, AUTATKO mMoe, XpUCTOC C Tobon! — rOBOPUT CTapyxa, npepbiBada CBOKW NOBeCTb O
MyKaXx nwaen.

YTPOM MoOC/ie TakoW Ho4yM domMa BCTaBasi, TOPOMJIMBO MbICS, HACKOpPO MWa 4Yah U bexan B
yunnumie, CHabXeHHbIM CAOOHbIMA M CNAAKMMM NUPOXKAMM, — UX Tam XAaNn BCeraa roOJOAHbIN
EXOB, NMUTABWWACHA OT WeAPOT CBoero 6oratoro ToBapwua.

— NMpunep nNoxpaTb? — BCTpeyan OH dOMy, MOBOAS CBOWM OCTPbIM HOCOM.— JlaBal, a TO 1.
ywen u3 gomy 6e3 Huyero... MNpocnan, 4épT e Aepu, — A0 ABYX YACOB HOYM BCE
yumncsa... Tel 3agayn caenan?

— He cpenan.

— 3X Tbl, Kapamapa! Hy, s ux Tebe cenyac packaTtaw! BnvMBascCb B NUPOr MeNKUMMU,
OCTpbIMM 3ybamMu, OH MypJiblKas, Kak KOTEHOK, NPUTOMbIBas B TaKT /IeBOW HErom u B TO
Xe Bpems pewan 3ajadvy, bpocas domMe KOpPOTKMe (pas3bi:

— Buaan? B 4ac BbITEK/IO BOCEMb BeJEp... a CKOJIbKO YacCOB TeEKJI0O — WeCTb? IX, C/aAKo
Bbl eauTe!.. lWlecTb, CTano 6bITb, HAAO MOMHOXUTb HA BOCEMb... A Tbl JOUWL NUpOru C
3e/leHbIM NIYKOM? 9 — CTpacTb Kak! Hy BOT, M3 MepBOro KpaHa B WECTb YaCOB BbLITEKJO
COpPOK BOCEMb... A BCEro HajJiwin B 4YaH AEBAHOCTO... AAJble-TO MOHUMAEWb?

EXOB HpaBwuincs dome 6onble, 4yemM CMOSIMH, HO CO CMOJIMHLIM dOMa XWN ApPyxHee. OH
YAMBAANCA CNOCOBHOCTAM UM XMBOCTWM MasleHbKOro 4YefioBeka, BUAen, 4YTo EXOB yMHee ero,
3aBMA0BaN emy M obMxancs Ha Hero 3a 3TO M B TO Xe BpeMs xanen ero
CHUCXOAUTENbHOW XaNOCTbi0 CbITOrO K rOJIOAHOMY. MOXeT bblTb, MMEHHO 3Ta XaNloCThb
6onblle BCEro ApYyroro Mewana emy OTAATb NpeanovyTeHWe XMBOMY MasbuMKy nepej,
CKYYHBIM PbDKMM CMOJIMHBIM. EXOB, /068 MOCMEATbLCHA HaA CbiTbIMM TOBapuaMu, 4acTo
rOBOPUI UM:

- 39X Bbl, 4Ye€MOAAaHYUKU C HMpOXKaMM!.. domMa cepaunca Ha Hero 3a HacCMewkKn MU OAHAXAbI,
3a4eTbin 3a — cepaue, npe3puTenbHO U 3710 CKa3san:

— A Tbl — nonpomaﬁka, HUMn! Xentoe nuuo ExoBa NOKpPbLUIOCb NMATHaMMU, U OH MeAJZIeHHO
oTBeTUN:

— JlapHo, nyckam!.. A BOT s He byay noackasbiBaTb Tebe — M cTaHewb Tbl GpeBHOM!

JHA TpuU OHWM He pasrosapuBan APYr C_APYroM, K OFOpYeHW y4yunTens, KOTOPbIA AONIXEH
6bl1 B 3TWM AHM CTaBUTb eAMHMUbl M ABOMKM CblHy BCEMM YBaXaemMoro MrHata ropaeeea.

EXOB 3HaNn BCE: OH paccka3sbiBasl B y4yunuie, 4TOo Yy MPOKypopa poauna ropHuyHasa, a
NPOKYypopoBa XeHa obnuna 3a 3TO Myxa FopsYMM Kode; OH MOr cCKasaTb, Korga u rae
Nlydlle NOBUTbL eplie, yMmen AenaTthb 3anafHu M KNeTKU ANns nTul; noapobHo coobwan,
OTYero M Kak MNoBeCW/CsA conaaT B Ka3apme, Ha yepaake, OT KOro U3 poauTenen
YUYEHUKOB YUYUTeNb MOJIYYUN CEerofiHA MNoJapoK M KakoM MMEHHO NojapokK.

Kpyr WMHTepecoB W 3HAHUA CMOJSIMHA OrpPaHUYMBANICA ObITOM KymneyeCKuM, PbIXKUA MasbuyMnK

nobun onpeaenaTb, KTO Koro borade, B3BewvBas U OUEHMBAA WX AoOMa, Cyaa, Jowaien.
BCE 3TO OH 3Han noapobHo, roesopun o6 3TOM C yBNeYEHUEM.
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K EXOBY OH OTHOCWU/ICA TaK Xe CHUCXOAUTENbHO, Kak U ¢omMa, HO bBosfee APYXeCKU U
POBHO. Kaxablh pa3, Koraa ropaeeB ccopuicsa C EXOBbiM, OH CTPEMWICS NPUMUPUTL UX, a
Kak-To pa3, uAs AOMOW W3 WKOJbI, CKa3an oome:

— 3auyem Tbl BCE pyraeiubcss C EXOBbIM?
— A uTO OH 60/MbHO 3a3HaeTca? — CepaMTo OTBeTu/a doma.

— To M 3a3HaeTCs, 4YTO Yy4YMWbCH MJIOXO, a OH BCerjga nomMoraeT Tebe... OH yMHbIA... A
yTo 6eAHbIM — Tak pa3Be B 3TOM OH BMHOBAT? OH MOXET BblyYMTbCA BCEMY, 4YeMmy
3axo4yeT, U Toxe bymeT borat...

— KoMap OH KaKoW-TO, — NpeHebpexuTenbHO cKasan doma, — NMWAT, NMWAT Ad BAPYTr U
YKyCuT!

— HO B XW3HM MaNIb4MKOB 6bIO HeYTo obbeAuHsBWEE BCEX WX, ObUIM Yackl, B TeyeHue
KOTOpPbIX OHW yTpauduMBaM CO3HAHWE pPa3HULbl XapaKTEpPOB U MOJIOXEHUSA. M0 BOCKPECEHbAM
OHM BCe Tpoe cobupanucb y CMoNMHA U, B3Jsie3as Ha Kpblwy ¢nurens, rae 6oina ycTpoeHa
obwmpHasa ronybaTHA, — BbiNyCKanu ronyben.

KpacuBble CbiTbleé NTULbI, BCTpAXuBas 6enloCcHexXHbIMU KpbsibAMKU, OAHA 3a ﬂperIZ Bbl1€eTaIN
n3 I'OJ'Iy6F|THM, B pAA yCaxXuMBaMCb HA KOHbKe Kpbln U, oOcCBeleHHble COonHueM, BOpPKyA,
KpacoBa/IMCb nepen MaJlbvynKamu.

— Wyran! — npocun ExoB, B3aparvBas OT HeTepneHus.
CMOMIMH B3MaxMBasl B BO34yXe JJIMHHbIM WIECTOM C MOYa/ioM Ha KOHUE M CBUCTai.

McnyraHHble ronybu bpocanuch B BO3AYX, HAMONHAS €ro TOPOMJIMBLIM WYMOM KpbUibeB. W
BOT OHW NNABHO, ONWUCHIBAs WWPOKWE KPYru, B3AbIMANTCA BBepX, B ronybyw rnybuHy
Heba, NNLIBYT, CBepkas cepebpoM M CHerom onepeHus, BCE Bbllle. OAHU U3 HUX
CTpeMATCA AOCTUYbL A0 Kynosa Hebec naaBHbIM NOJeTOM COKOMa, WMPOKO pacnpocTupas
KpblJibSl U KaK b6bl He ABUras UMM, Apyrue — UrpawT, KYBbIPKATCA B BO3JyXe, CHEXHbIM
KOMOM MajawT BHW3 U CHOBa, CTPesiow, JIeTAT B BbLICOTY. BOT BCA CTas UX KaxeTcs
HEenoABUXHO CTofAleNn B NycTbiHe Heba U, BCE yMeHblWlAACb, TOHET B Hel. 3aKUHYB
roJIoBbl, MaNb4YyuMKM MOSiYa /IOOYWTCA NTULAMU, He OTpbIBAA rfa3 OT HUX, — YCTasbiX rnas,
CUAWUX TUXOW PaAOCTbl, He UYyXAOW 3aBUCT/MBOrO YyBCTBa, K 3TUM KpbiiaTbiM
cyulectBaMm, TakK CBOBOAHO yneTeBWUM OT 3eMAU B UYUCTYK, TUXYKW 061aCTb, MNOMHYI
COMHeYHOro bnecka. ManeHbKas rpynna eaBa 3aMeTHbIX [/1a3y TouyeK, BKpanjieHHas B
CuMHeBY Heba, BneyeT 3a cobol BoobpaxeHue aeTen, U EXOB onpeaenseT obuee Bcem
YYBCTBO, KOrjga TUXO U 3aAyMYUBO FOBOPWUT:

— Ham 6bl, 6paTupl, Tak noneTaTh...

ObbeaMHEHHbIE BOCTOProM, MOJIYA/IMBO M BHMMATE/IbHO OXuiawlue BO3BPaWEHUSs U3 ryOuHb
Heba NTUL, ManbyYMKuM, NNOTHO NPUXABWWCHL APYr K Apyry, Aaneko, — Kak ux ronybu ot
3eMnM, — YWwnm OT BeAHUA XMU3HW; B 3TOT 4YaC OHWU MPOCTO — AEeTU, He MOryT HMU
3aBUAOBATb, HWU CEPAUTbLCH; YyxAble BCeMy, OHW OnM3KWM Apyr K apyry, 6e3 cnoe, no
bnecky rnas, NOHMMalT CBOe YYBCTBO, M — XOpOWO MM, KaK NTuMuaMm B Hebe.

Ho BOT rosybu onyCTWUIMCb HA Kpbily, YTOMJIEHHble MOSeTOM, 3arHaHbl B FOAybATHIO.

— BbpaTubl! Aipa 3a sbnokammu?! — npeanaraeT EXOB, BAOXHOBUTENb BCEX UIP U
NOXOXAEHUN .

Ero 30B U3rOoHSeT U3 AETCKUX Ayl HaBesstHHoe ronybsMum MUpHOEe HACTpPOeHue, U BOT OHU
OCTOPOXHO, MNOXOAKOW XWUHMKOB, C XUUIHOM YYTKOCTb KO BCAKOMY 3BYKY, KpaayTcsa Mo
3a4BOpKaM B cocefHun cap. CTpax ObITb MNOMMAHHbLIM ymMepsaeTcs Haaexaon H6e3Haka3aHHo
YKpacTb. BOPOBCTBO €CTb TOXe TPyA W TPyA ONacHbM, BCE xe 3apaboTaHHOe TpyAOM —
Tak cnagko!.. U Tem cnawe, 4yem bONbWWM KONMNYECTBOM YCUAUNA B3ATO... MalbyuKu
OCTOPOXHO MNepene3awT 4yepe3 3abop caja U, COMHYBUWMUChb, MON3YT K ABNOHAM, 30pKO U
NyraMBo OrnajpiBascb. OT KaxAOro WoOpoxa cCepAaua Mx ApoxaT U 3amepnawT bueHue. OHU
C OAMHAKOBOW cuion 60aTCA U TOro, 4To MX MOWMAWT, W TOro, 4To, 3amMeTUB, —
Y3HaWT, KTO OHW; HO €C/IM MUX TONbKO 3aMeTAT U 3aKpuMyaT Ha HUX — OHU byayT
JOBOJIbHbI. OT KpUKa OHU pa3fieTATCS B CTOPOHbl M UCYE3HYT, a MOTOM, CObpaBlMCh
BMecTe, C ropswuMmm BOCTOProM M yAasbio rfasaMud, OHM CO CMexoM byayT pacckasbiBaTb
Apyr ApYyry O TOM, 4YTO UYYyBCTBOBa/IN, YC/billaB KPUK U MOMOH 3a HUMU, U 4YTO
CNYyYnnocb C HUMKM, Korjaa oOHM bexanu no capy Tak 6bICTpo, TOYHO 3emAasd ropena noj
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HOramu.

B nonobHble pa3bolHUUYbM Haberu ooma BKajbiBan cepaua bonblie, yem BO BCe apyrue
MOXOXAEHUS U Urpbl, — M BeN OH ceba B Haberax c xpabpocTbi, KoTopas nopaxana u
cepausa ero ToBapuulen. B 4Yyxux cCaAax OH Aepxan cebd HAMepPeHHO HEeOCTOPOXHO:
roBOpPUN BO BeCb rojoc, C TPECKOM JioMan Cy4ybs A6/0Hb, COpBAB 4YepBuBOe S6/10KO,
WBLIPAST €ro Kyaa-Hubyab MO HanpaBJIEHWO K AOMY CajoBfiajesibla. OMacHOCTb ObiThb
3aCTUIHYTHIM HAa MecTe NpecTyn/eHua He nyrana, a Auvwb Bo3byxaana ero — rnasa y
Hero TeMHeNnu, OH CTUCKMBAN 3y6bl, NINLO €ro CTAHOBWAOCH FOpPAbIM W 3/biM. CMOJINH
roBOpUA emy, CKawmBas CBOW HONbLWOWN POT:

— O4YeHb yX Tbl QOpPCUllb. . .

— 4 He Tpyc! — oTBeyan ¢ooma.

— 3Haw A, 4TO He TPyC, a TO/NbKO (OPCAT OAHM AYpaKu... MOXHO n be3 popcy He Xyxe
Aeno AenaThb... EXOB OCyxAan ero C MHOM TOYKM 3peHus:

— ECAn Tbl byjdelb cam B PyKM COBATbCA — Moau K 4Yé€pTy! S Tebe He ToBapuu... Tebs

nonmManT Aa K oTuy oTBeAyT — OH Tebe HUYero He caenaeTt, a MeHdA, 6paT, TaK peMHeM
oTXneuwyT — BCe€ MOU KOCTOYKHU O6ﬂyHﬂTCﬂ...

— Tpyc! — ynpsMmo TBepaun éoma.

M BOT oAHaxabl ®oMa Obll MOMMAH pyKamu wWTabc-kanuTaHa YymakoBa, MasieHbKOro U
XYAEHbKOrO CTapuka. HeC/blwHO MOAKPABWWUCHb K MaJibuMKY, YKaAbiBaBlemMy COpPBaHHble
A6710KM 3a nasyxy pybaxu, CTapuK BULENWICA eMy B MJeYn U FPO3HO 3aKpuyan:

— Monancs pa3bonHuk! Ara-a!

®oMe B TO BpeMs 6bUIO OKOMO MATHAALATM NeT, OH JIOBKO BLIBEPHYNICA M3 PYK CTapuka.
Ho He nobexan OT Hero, a, HaxMypuveB GpPOBU M CXaB Kynaku, C yrpo3on npousHec:

— Nonpobyn... TpoHb!..
— 9 Tebs He TpoHy — A Tebs B nonuuumw ceseay! Tbl yen?
3Toro ®oMa He OXxuaan, U y Hero cpasy nponana BcCSA xpabpocTb M 3n06a. NyTewecTBue

B MOMULMIO MOKA3aN0Ch YeM-TO TaKUM, 4Yero oTel, HAKOrAa He MNPOCTUT eMy. OH
B3APOrHY/N M CMylEHHO 0bbABWA:

— ropaees. ..
— W... WrHata MaTtBenya?..
- jha...

Tenepb CcMyTUNCH wTabc-kanuTaH. OH BbINPAMUNCA, BbINATUN TpyAb Bhepes U 3a4eM-TO
BHYWWNTENbHO KPAKHYN. [OTOM nsie4ynm ero onyCTwinCb, U OTE€YECKU BpPaA3yMUTE/IbHO OH
CKa3an MaJibuYuKy:

— CTblAHO-C! HacneaHUK TAKOro WMEHUTOro M YBaxaemoro nuua... HeaOCTOMHO-C Bawero
NO/NOXeHUs . .. MoxeTe MATU... HO eCnn ele pa3 MOBTOPUTCA Npoucliefuiee. .. MNPUHYXAEH
6yay coobumTb Bawemy baTiWKe... KOTOPOMY, MexAy MNPOYMM, UME 4ecTb

CBUAETEeNbCTBOBATb MOe no4vTeHue!..

®oma, Habnwpas 3a Urpon GU3NMOHOMUU CTapuKa, MOHAN, YTO OH BouTcs oTua.
Ncnoanobbs, Kak BOMYOHOK, OH CMOTpPes Ha UYymMakoBa; a TOT CO CMEeWHOM BaXHOCTbI
KPYTW/ celble yCbl U MEPEMUHANICA C HOMM Ha HOry nepej MasibMMKOM, KOTOpbIA He
YXOAMN, HECMOTPA Ha JaHHOe eMy pa3pelleHue.

MoxeTe WMATU, — MOBTOPWA CTApPWK W yKa3an pPyKOM AOPOry K CBOEMy AOMY.

A B NOAMUMIO? — YIrplOMO CNpPOCUA ®OoMa M TOTYaC Xe MCNyranca BO3MOXHOro oTBeTa.

3To A — nowyTun! — ynbibHynCA CTapuk. — HanyraTb Bac XoTen...

Bbl camm bouTecb Moero oTua...— CKasan ooma U, MOBEPHYBWWCb CMUHOW K CTapuKy,
CTpaHuua 27



¢oma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
nowen B rnybb caaa.

— Bowcb? A-a! Xopowo-c! — KpuUKHYyn YymMakoB BClej eMmMy, M MO 3BYKYy rojoca doma
NoHAM, 4TO obuaen cTtapuka. EMy CTano CTHIAHO M rpyCTHO; AO Be4vyepa OH NpOrynss
OAVH, a npuas AOoMOM, bbin BCTpeYeH CypOBbIM BOMPOCOM OTLA:

— domka! Tbl K YymakoBy B caj na3un?

— Jla3un, — CMNOKOWHO CKa3aN MaNb4uK, rISas B rniasa oTuy.

WrHaT, AOMXHO ObITb, He XAAs TAKOro OTBETA WM HECKOSIbKO CEeKYHA Mon4yan, nornaxueas
bopoay.

— Dypak! 3ayem Tbl 3TO0? Mano, 4YTo nu, Tebe cBoux 56NOKOB?
éomMa onycTun rnasa M Mon4vasn, CToA MPOTMB OTuA.

— Buwb — CTbiAHO cTano! Moam-ka, ExuwKa 3TOT noabun? 9 BOT ero npo6epy, Koraa

npuaeT... a TO U COBCEM npekpawy Apyxby-To Bawy...

— DTO A caMm, — TBepAO CKa3an doma.

— Yac oT vacy He nervye! — BOCK/IMKHYN WUrHaTt. — Jla 3a4yem Tebe?

— TakK...

— KBak! — nepeapa3Hun oTel. — A Tbl YX, KOJW 4YTO Aenaelb, TakK yMeh OObACHUTb 3TO
n cebe n NAAM. .. MNoAb crad!

éoma nojowen K oTuy, cCcuaeBlwemMy Ha CTysle, U CTaJl MeXAy KOJIeH y Hero, a WUrHart
MOJIOXUN €My PYKW Ha lnedym mn, ycmexasacCb, 3arjisHysa B €ro rnasa.

— CTblAHO?. .
— CTbiAHO! .. — B3AOXHYB, CKa3ajn ¢ooma.
— BOT TO-TO, AypeHb! Mo3opuiib U ceba U MeHsA... MpuUXaB K rpyaAu CBOEN roNoBY ChbiHA,

OH nornaaun ero BOJIOCHI U CHOBa CMPOCUN:
— Ha 4YTO 3TO HYXHO — S6/I0OKM 4Yyxue BOPOBATbL?

— Jla — A He 3Haw! — ckas3an éoma CMyLeHHO. — MUrpaewb, Urpaewb... BCE OAHO U TO
Xe... HagoecT! A 3TO...

— 3a cepaue bepeT? — cnpocun oTel, YCMeXafach.

— bepeT...

— MM... noxanyu, Tak!.. Ho oaHako Tbl, ®omMa, — bpocb 3To! He To A C TObBOWM KpyTO
obonayceb. . .

— Hukorpa s 6onblle HUKyAa He Mnosiely, — YBEPEHHO CKa3as MasibyuK.

— A 4yTo Tbl cam 3a cebda oTBeyaewb — 3TO XOpowo. TaM rocnoAb 3HaeT, YTO BbiMAET M3
Tebsi, a nMoka... HuM4yero! Jlefio He Masioe, exXeNun 4YesiIoBeK 3a CBOW MOCTYMKWU CaMm
Ni1aTUTb XO4YeT, CBOEW WKYpoW... Apyron 6bl, Ha TBOEM MecTe, COC/alcCA Ha TOBApUWEN,
a Tbl FOBOPUIIb — A CaM... TaK WU Haao, domal!.. Tbl B rpexe, Tbl U B oTBeTe... UYTo, —
UyMaKOB-TO... He TOro... He yaapun Tebsa? — C pacCTAHOBKOW CNPOCWUN UIHAT CbiHA.

— 9 6bl emy yaapun! — cnokomHo obbsBUA doma.

— MM...— MpoMblY4an ero oTel,.

— 4 cKkasan emy, 4YTO OH Tebs 6oMTCA... BOT OH NoO4YeMmMy MNOXANoBaiCA... A TO OH He

XoTen UATU-TO K Tebe...
— Hy?
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En-6ory! MoyTeHne, roBopuT, OTLY nNepepavTe...

— 3TO OH?

- Ja...

— AX... nec! BoT, rnaaM, KakKOBbl €CTb AU : ero Fpa6HT, d OH KJ/1laHAeTCA — MOe BaM
noytexnue! MONOXMM, B3ANU-TO y HEro, MOXeT, Ha KOMewKy, Ad ,BeAb 3Ta Konewka_emy
— KadK MHe py6nb... M He B Koneuke pesio, a B TOM, 4YTO MOA OHAa U HUKTO He CMeUn ee
TPOHYTb, exenu s cam He bpouwy... Ox! Hy wmx! Hy-ka rosopu — rae 6bi, 4yto BUaen?

Manb4ynK cen paaom C OTULOM U HOApO6HO paccka3an emy Bne4yaT/sieHUA AHA. WUrHaT
ciywan, BHUMATeJIbHO pa3rnaabiBad OXuBJIeHHOe JIMLO CblHA, U 6pOBM 6onbUWOro yenoBeka
3a4yMyunBO CABUTaNCH.

— A B OoBpare CnyrHyam mbl COBY, — paccCKa3biBasl MaJib4yUK. — BOT nortexa-To 6bina!
MoneTtena 3TO OHA JAa C pa3feTy O AepeBO — Tpax! paxe 3anuvwana, XanobHO TaKoBoO. ..
A Mbl ee OMATb CNYrHYAW, OHAa ONATb MOAHANACL WM BCE TaK Xe — MoNeTuT, MnoaeTuT aa

Ha 4YTO-HUOYAb U HATKHETCHA, — TaK OT Hee nepbs WU ChIMIOTCA!.. YX OHa Tpenanach,
Tpenanacb MO OBpary-TO... — Hacwly rae-To chnpsTanacb... Mbl U UCKaTb He CTanu,
Xanb cTano, m3bunacb BCA... OHa, TATHA, COBCEM cCJsienas AHEM-TO?

— Cnenas, — cka3ajn UrHaT. — WHOW YesioBeK BOT TaK Xe, Kak coBa JHEM, Me4yeTCs B
XM3HU. .. MWeT, vweT cCBoero mecTta, bbeTcs, ObeTcs, — TONbKO Mepbs JIeTAT OT Hero,
a BCEé TOJIKY HeT... U30b6beTcA, usboneer, 0b6/UHAET Becb, Ad C pa3Maxa U TKHeTcCH
gyAa nonano, nuwb 6bl OTAOXHYTb OT MaeTbl CBOeW... OX, bepa Takum nwasam — beaa,

pat!

— A OTYero OHM Tak?

— OT4yero?.. TPyAHO 3TO CKa3aTb... WMHOM — OTTOro, 4YTO OTEMHEH CBOEW ropApiHen, —
X04YeT MHOroro, a CWIeHKy umeeT cnabyw... MHOW — OT r/ynocTu CBOEW... Aa Maao nu
oTyero?..

Tak, [AeHb 3a [JHeM, Me[AJIeHHO pa3BepTbhiBasiaCb XU3Hb ®OMbI, B obuem — Heborartas
BOJIHEHUAMU, MUPHAsA, TuUXaA XM3Hb. CUbHble Bne4yaTneHus, BO3byxAas Ha 4yac Aywy
Ma/ibuMKa, MHOrAA OYeHb PEe3KO BbICTYNasM Ha obuwem ¢goHe 3TOM OAHOOOPA3HOM XM3HM, HO
CKOpPO M3rfaxMBaiuCb. EWle TUXMM 03epoM 6bina Aywa MasbyMka, — O3EpPOM, CKPbITbIM OT
6YpHbIX BESAHMI XM3HM, M BCE, UYTO KaCa/loCb MOBEPXHOCTM 0O3epa, WIM Najano Ha [AHO,
HEHaJ0/ro B3BOJIHOBAB COHHYW BOAY, WIW, CKOMb3HYB MO rnaguM ee, pacnjbiBasiocChb
WMPOKUMU Kpyramm, ucuyesasno.

NMpocuaeB B ye3AHOM yuyunuule nATb jeT, éoMa, C rpexoM MnornosiaMm, OKOHYMA 4yeTbipe
Knacca S Bblluen U3 Hero 6paBbiM YepPHOBOIOCHIM MAPHEM, CO CMYT/bIM JIMLOM, TYCTbIMU
6pOBAMM M TeMHbIM MYyXOM Hajd BepxHen ryboi. Eo/bluMe TeMHble Fa3a ero CMOTpesnu
3a4YMYMBO UM HAUBHO, M TFybbl ObIM MO-AETCKU MONYOTKPbITH; HO, KOraa OH BCTpeyan
NPOTMBOpPEYME CBOEMY XENAHWI0 WM YTO-HMOYAb Apyroe pa3jpaxano ero, 3payku
pacumpannce, rybbl CKnaapiBasiMCb NJAOTHO, WM BCE NMLUO NMPUHMMANO BbIpaxeHue ynpsmoe,

pewmnTesibHoOe. .. KPeCTHblh, CKenTUYeCKU ycmexasiCb, FOBOPWU/I MPO Hero:
— Dna 6ab T, doma, cnauwe MmMesa byjelub... HO NMoka bonbworo pasymMa B Tebe He
BMAATb. . .

MUrHaT B3AbIXas MPU 3TUX CHOBax.
— Tbl 6bl, Kym, CKOpee nyckan B 060pOT CbHA-TO...
— A BOT noroau. ..

— Yero roauTb? JleTa ABa, Tpu MNOBEpTMTCA Ha Bonre, jga W noj BeHel ero... BoH
JbOBb-TO KakKas y MeHSs...

JboBb MasikmHa B 3Ty MNOpy y4uywnacb B NMATOM KjlaCCe KAaKOro-Tto naHcuMoHa. ®oma 4acTo
BCTpeyan ee Ha ynaumue, npmyem OoHa BCeraga CHUCXOAUTE/NIbHO KuBana emy pycoﬁ ro/I0BKOM
B WeEro/fibCKON wano4vyke. OHa HpaBuiacb $oMe, HO ee pPO30OBble lUjeKu, Becesible Kapue
rna3a n nyHUOBble ry6m He MOrnu crnagutb y $OMbl obunaHoro Brne4vyaTneHUs OT ee
CHUCXOAUTENbHbIX KUBKOB €eMy. OHa 6bi1a 3HAKOMa C KaKUMU-TO T’MMMHa3nNCTaMn, " XOTA
mMexay HuMn 6bin EXoB, CTapHﬁ ToBapul, HO ®OMY He BJIEKJI0O K HUM, B WUX KOMMNAHUUN OH
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YYBCTBOBa/l Cebs CTECHEeHHbM. EMy Ka3aloCb, UYTO BCE OHM XBaCTalwTCA nepej HUM CBOeMN
YYEHOCTbI0 U CMeTCA Haj ero HeBeXecTBOM. Cobupascb y JH6OBM, OHM YUTAIU KAKUE-TO
KHUXKW, U €C/IM OH 3acTaBa/l UX 3a YTEHUEM WU KPUKJIUBbLIM CMOPOM, — OHWU YMOJIKANIU
npu BuAe ero. BCE 3TO OTTANIKMBANO e€ro. OAHAXAbl, KOrga OH CUAen y MasikuHbIX, Jloba
nosBajia ero rynsTb B caj U Tam, WAS PSAAOM C HUM, CNpoOCUIa ero C rpuMacKom Ha
nvue;

— MNMoyeMmy Thl TakoW byKa, — HUKOrAa HM O YeM He roBOpPMILlb?
— O YeM MHe rOBOPUTb, eXenn A HUYero He 3Haw! — MPocTo ckasan doma.
— YYuCb, — yuTah KHuru!..

He xoyeTcsda...

— A BOT MMMHA3WUCTbl — BCE 3HaKT M 060 BCEM yMeWwT rOBOPUTL... EXOB, Hanpumep...
— 3Haw A ExoBa, — bonTyuwka!
— MNpPOCTO Thl 3aBuayellb eMy... OH O4YeHb YMHbIA... Aa.

BOT OH KOHYUT rMMHaA3uw — noejeT B MOCKBY YUYUTbCA B YHUBEPCUTET.

Hy, Tak 4T0?

A Tbl TaK U OCTaHelWbCA Heyyewm...

Hy ¥ nyckan...

— Kak 3To xopowo! — MpoHMYeCKUM BOCKJMKHYNa Jioba.

— 5 n b6e3 HaykuM Ha CBoeM MecTe byay, — HaCMewIMBO Cka3an doma. — U BCAKOMY
YYEHOMY HOC YTpPY... NYCTb FOJIOAHblE y4yaTCsA, — MHE He Hajo...

— ©®W, KakoW Tbl FAynbin, 3704, — raagkun! — npespuTenbHO CkKaslajna AeBylWwKa M ywna,

OCTaBMB €ro OA4HOro B cajy. OH yrpiwMo M 0obuxeHHO nocMoTpen BCnes en, noeen
6poBsAMM M, ONYCTMB FO/IOBY, MEAJIEHHO HanpaBwica B rAybb caja.

OH HayMHan nosHaBaTb NpeniecTb OAMHOYECTBA W CNAAKYW OTpaBY MeyTaHuUW. YacTo
NneTHMMM Beyepamu, Korja BCE Ha 3emsie OKpawvMBaeTCs B OrHeHHble, BO3Oyxaawowme
BOoObpaxeHMe Kpacku 3akaTa, — B FPylb €ro MPOHUKANI0O CMyTHOE TOMJIEHWE O YeM-TO
HEeMNOHATHOM eMy. Cuas rae-HubyAb B TEMHOM Yrojike Caja WM nexa B MOCTeNn, OH yxe
BbI3bIBA/I Mpef cobon obpa3sbl CKA30YHBIX LLAPEBEH, — OHWU SABAAANCL B obpa3e JIobbl U
APYruMX 3HaKoOMbIX bapblueHb, becwymMHO niaBanuM nepej HUM B BeYepHeM Ccympake u
CMOTpenn B rjla3a ero 3arafoyHbiMM B30paMmu. MOpoON 3TU BUAEHUA BO3OYXAANN B HeEM
NPUANB MOWHOW 3HEPrum M Kak Obl ONbAHANW ero, — OH BCTaBaa W, pacnpaBnss njieyu,
MOSIHOW TpPYyAbl0 MWUA AYWACTLHIA BO3AYX; HO MHOrAA Te Xe BUAEHWS HABEBaJIM Ha Hero
rpycTHOe YyBCTBO — €My XOTeJioCb MJiakaTb, ObUIO CTbIAHO C/ie3, OH CAEepPXMBANICS U
BCe-Taku TUXO nsakan.

OTeL, TeprnesMBO M OCTOPOXHO BBOAW/I €ro B Kpyr TOpProBbiX Aen, bpan c cobon Ha
bupxy, pacckasbiBan O B3ATbIX NOCTABKAax M noapsajax, O CBOMX COTOBApMWaAx, ONUCHIBAN
€My, KaK OHW «Bbil/IN B JIOAU», KAKUE UMEKT COCTOAHUA Tenepb, KAKOBbl MUX XapaKTepbl.
®oma ObLICTPO YCBOWN AeNio, OTHOCACb KO BCEMYy Cepbe3HO W BAYMYMUBO.

— PacuBeTaeT Hauw peneﬁ anbiM Makom!.. — ycMmexancs MaskuH, nogMurmBasa UrHarty.

N Bce-Taku, Aaxe Koraa ¢oMe MUHYNO AEBATHAAUATb /feT, — Obll0 B HEM YTO-TO
JeTCKoe, HauMBHOE, OT/IMYaBLWIEE €ro OT CBEPCTHUKOB. OHM CMEANUCb Haj HUM. CyMTas
€ro rnaynbiM; OH AepXancsa B CTOPOHE OT HUX, OOWXEHHbIN OTHOWEHMEM K HeMy. A OTUY WU
MasikMHy, KOTOpble He CMyCKa/M ero C rna3, 3Ta HeonpelesleHHOCTb XapakTepa doMmbl
BHylWwana cepbe3Hble onaceHus.

— He noumy s ero! — COKpylWeHHO roBOpwn UrHat. — He KyTUT OH, no 6abam 6yaTo He
WwnsieTcs, KO MHe, K Tebe — noyTuTeNeH, BCEMYy BHMMAaeT — KpacHas JeBKa, He napeHb!
N BeAb, KAaXWUCb, He rnayn?

— 0Ocobor rnynocTv He BuAaTb, — FOBOPWSI MasiKuH.
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— Moan x Tbl! Kak 6yATO OH XAeT 4Yero-To, — Kak MejneHa Kakaa-To Ha rnasax y
Hero... MaTb ero, MNOKOWHULLA, BOT TaK Xe oulynbi XoAuna Mo 3emne. BeAb BOH
AbpvKaHKa CMOJIMH Ha ABa roja cTaplle — a noAuM-Ka Tbl Kakou! Jlaxe MOHATb TPYAHO,
KTO KOMY Tenepb Yy HUX FOoJioBa — OH OTLY WM oTel, eMy? YUUTbCHA XOo4yeT exaTb, Ha
(habpuKy Kakyw-To, — pyraeTcs: «3X, FOBOPUT, MJIOXO Bbl MeHA, nanawa, Y4YWiu...»
H-pa! A Mol — HMYyero M3 cebsa He obbABnfAeT... O, rocnoau!

— Tbl BOT 4TO, — COBETOBa/l MasikuH,— Tbl CYHb €ro C roJIoOBOM B KaKoe-HWbyab ropsdee
peno! Mpaeo! 30/0TO orHem npobywT... YBUAWMM, KakuMe B HEM CKJIOHHOCTU, exenu
nycTum ero Ha cBobogy... Tbl OTnpaBb ero, Ha Kamy-To, OAHOro!

— PasBe 4TO nonpoboBaTb?

— Hy, HamopTuT... noTepsellb CKONbKO-HUOYAbL... 3aTo 6byaem 3HATb, YTO OH B cebe
HOCUT?
— W BNpsMb — OTNpaB/O-Ka A ero, — pewwn WUrHar.

W BOT BeCHOM WrHaT oTnpaBwua CbiHa C ABYMs bapxamu xneba Ha Kamy. bapxu Ben
napoxof «MpPUexHbIA», KOTOPbIM KOMaHAOBAJI CTApbii 3HAKOMbIA ®OMbl, ObIBWMA MaTPOC
Edum, — Tenepb EGUM Unbu4, TPUALATUNETHUA KBAAPATHLIA YeNIOBEK C PbLICbUMW rfa3amu,
pacCyAauTeNnbHbI, CTEMEHHbIN U OYEeHb CTPOrUN KamnuTaH.

MabliM 6bLICTPO M Beceno, NOTOMY UYTO BCe ObiAM AOBOMbHLI. ®OMa FOPAWSICA BrepBble
BO3/IOXEHHbIM Ha HEro OTBETCTBEHHbIM MOpyyYeHuem. E@uM 6b1 pas NpuCyTCTBUI MOSOAOIO
X03fMHA, KOTOPLIA He Aenan eMmy 3a BCAKYW OMOWHOCTb 3aMeyaHui, YCHalleHHbIX Kpenkown
pyraHbi; a xopouwee HacTpPOeHWe ABYX IJIaBHbIX JIL, HA CyAHE NpsAMbIMMA JAy4yamy Najano Ha
BCI0 KOMaHay. OTM/AbIB OT MecTa, FAe rpy3umauch xnebom, B anpese — B NepBbIX 4YMcaax
Mas MapoxoA YXe npubbll K MecTy Ha3HayeHus M, NocTaBuB bapxu y bepera Ha skops,
CTan paaoM C HMMU. Ha dome nexana 0683aHHOCTb KaK MOXHO CKopee caaTb XJsieb u,
MoNy4YuB niaTexu, OTNPaBUTbLCA B MepMb, FAe XAan ero rpys xenesa, NPUHATbHIA UrHaTOM
K AOCTaBKe Ha fApMapKy.

Bapxu CTann NpoTUB 6HONbLWOIro cena, NPUCIOHUBLIErOCS K COCHOBOMY 6opy. Yxe Ha
ApYyrom AneHb no npubbiTUM, paHO YyTpPoMmM, Ha bepery sBunacb wWymHasa Tonna 6ab6 u
MYXMKOB, JIElIMX M KOHHbIX; C KPUKOM, C MECHSAMM OHM paccbinaiMcb no nanybam, M — B
MUT 3akunena pabota. CNyCTUMBWMCL B TpHMbl, 6abbl HacbiNasn pPoXb B MEWKU, MYXWUKU,
BCKUAbIBAS MeWKW Ha nneym, 6erom b6eranu no cxofHsM Ha beper, a oT bepera Kk ceny
MeAJNIeHHO NOTSAHY/IMCb MOABOAbI, TSXENO HArPYXEHHble AONTOXAAHHbIM Xjebom. Babbl nenu
NecHU, MYXUKU WYTUANW U Beceno NopyruBaiMCb, MaTpoOChl, M3o0bpaxas cobow bGawcTUTenen
nopsaaka, MOKPUKMBANM Ha paboTaBWMX, AOCKM CXOAEHb, Mporubaschb Moj Horamu, TAXeNno
XnnaaM no Boje, a Ha bepery pxanau nowaiu, CKpunenum Teserv M Necok noj ux
Konecamu. . .

TONbKO YTO B3OWIO COJNIHUE, BO3AYX ObUl XMBUTENbHO CBEX, FYCTO HamnoeH 3amnaxom
COCHbl; CMOKOMHAsA BOAA PeKU, oTpaxas AcCHoe Hebo, NACKOBO Xypuyana, pasbuBasch o
MbXM CYAOB WU LEenu sikopen. Becenbin, FPOMKUA WyM TpPyAd, HWHAA KpAacoTa BeCEHHeWn
npupoabl, PagoCTHO OCBEWEeHHOW sy4YamMu CONHUA, — BCE Oblno MoNHO 6oapon cunbl,
pobpoAyWwHOW M MPUSTHO BOJIHOBABWEW Aywy ¢OMbl, BO30Oyxaas B HEM HOBble, CMyTHble
OWyWeHUA M XenaHus. OH cuaen 3a CTOJIOM Ha TeHTe napoxoaa, NWA 4am C EduMoM u
npuemymkom xneba, 3eMCKUM CAyxawwm, pbbkeBaTbiM U OAIN3OPYKMM TOCMOAMHOM B OYKaXx.
HepBHO noaeprvBas njaedyamu, NpPUEMWUMK HAATPECHYTbIM FONOCOM paccKasbiBal O TOM. Kak
rofiofany KpecTbsiHe, HO doMa MJOXO Clywan ero, rasas To Ha paboTy BHM3Y, TO Ha
Apyron beper peku — BbLICOKWUW, XeNTbi, MecyaHbli 0bpbiB, MO Kpaw KOTOPOro CTOS/IU
COCHbl. TaMm 6bl10 6€3/AHO U TUXO.

«Hapo byaeT cve3anTb Tyaa», — Ayman doma. A A0 C/iyxa ero Kak byaTo oTKyaa-To
M3panyM AOHOCUNCA GECMOKOMHbIN, HENPUATHO Pe3KUA ron0C MPUEMIMKA :

— Bbl He MOBepUTEe — JOWN0 HAaKOHel A0 yxaca! Bbll Takou cnydam: B Oce K OAHOMY
WHTENJIUFeHTY MPUXOAUT MYXUK U NpPUBOAUT C cobon paeBuuy, NeT WeCTHaAuaTU... «4YTo
Tebe?» — «Jla BOT, rOBOpPUT, MPUBEN A0o4Yb Bauwemy bnaropoauwo...» — «3adyemM?» — «Ja,
MOXeT, FOBOPWUT, BO3bMeTe... Ye/IOBEK Bbl XOJNOCTOM...» — «KaK Tak? 4yTo Takoe?» —
«Jla BOAUN, rOBOPUT, BOAWN ee MO FoOpoAy, B MPUCAYFM XOTen oTAaaTb — He bepeT
HUKTO... BO3bMWTE XOTb B JI0BOBHULBI!» MOHUMaeTe? OH npeasaraetT Ao4Yb CBOMW,
nommmute! Noyb — B /0OOBHUUBI! UEPT 3HAeT, UYTo Takoe?! a? TOT, NOHATHO,
BO3MYTW/CA, HAKWHYNCA HA MyXWKa, pyraeTca... HO MyXMK pe30OHHO rOBOpUT eMmy: «Bawe
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6naropoave! 4YTO OHa MHE MO HbIHEWHWM AHAM? JIMIIHAS COBCEM... a Yy MEHs, FOBOpMUT,
Tpoe MaNbyullek — OHU paboTHUKM ByayT, UX HAAO COXPAHUTbL... AaUTe, FOBOPUT,
jecaTb pybnen 3a AeBKYy-TO, BOT S M MOMPaB/OCh C MaJibYMIKaMU. ..» KakoBo, a?
MpoCcToO yXac, roBOpPKW BaM. ..

— He xo—po—mo! — B3AOXHYN E¢MM. — TaK 4YTO ronoj — CKa3aHO — He TeTKa... Y 6pmxa,
BUanTE, CBOWU 3aAKOHbI. . .

Ay ®OMbl 3TOT pacCKa3 Bbi3Basl KAKOW-TO HEMOHATHbIA eMy OFPOMHbIN M WeKoYYylWmin
WHTepecC K Cyabbe AEeBOYKM, W HHOWA ObICTPO CNPOCUA Y MpUeMMKa:

UTo Xe OH, bapuMH-TO 3TOT, Kynun ee?

Pa3symeeTCsa, HeT! — YKOPM3HEHHO BOCKJ/IMKHYN MNPUEMLMK .

Hy M Kyaa xe ee AeBanun?

— Hawnucb A06pble Noan. .. NPUCTPOWUIN. . .
— A-al — npoTaHyn ®oma M BAPYr TBEpAO M 310 06bABMA: — 5 6bl 3TOr0 MykuKa Tak
B34yn! Bco 6bl poxy emy pa3BopoTua! — M OH Mokasan npuemimky 60nbllon, Kpenko

CXaTbil Kynak.

3a 4T0? — bONIe3HeHHOo FPOMKO BCKpu4yan npuemimk, cCpbiBad C HOCaA OYYKWU.

Pa3Be 3TO MOXHO — 4yenoBeKa NpojaBaTb?..

JMKO 3TO, A cornaceH, Ho...

— Dla ewe — peBywky! 4 6 emy pan pecaTb pybnen! Mpuemumk 6e3HAAEXHO MAXHYN PYKOM
M 3amonyan. Ero xect cMyTua oMy, OH MOAHANCA M3-3a CTo/A U, OTOMAA K mnepwusiam,
CTan CMOTpeTb Ha nanyby 6apxu, MNOKpbITyw 6OMKO paboTaBwen Tonnow nwaen. LUym
ONbsHAN €ro, M TO CMyTHOe, 4YTO 6poAanno B ero Ayie, OnNpeaenvnocb B Morydyee
XenaHue camomy paboTaTb, MMETb CKAa304HYW CWIY, OrpPOMHble MJeYn U Cpasy MNOMOXUTH
Ha HUX COTHI MEWKOB PXuU, 4TOO BCe YAUBWINCH €MY. ..

— lleBennCb — xuMBee! — 3BYYHO KPWUKHYJT OH BHMU3. HECKOJIbKO IOJIOB MOAHANIOCb K HeMmy,
MeNbKHYNU Npej HWM KaKMe-TO JiMua, U OAHO M3 HUX, — JINLO XEHWMWHbI C YepHbIMM
rnasammM, — JIJaCKOBO M 3aMaH4YMBO YJIbIOHY/IOCb eMy. OT 3TOW YJbIOKM Yy Hero B rpyau

YTO-TO BCMNbIXHYNO U ropﬂqeﬁ BO/IHOW MOSIMNOCHL MO Xuiaam. OH oTopBasica OT nepwun u
CHOBa nojaouwen K CTONy, YYyBCTBYA, YTO lEKNU Yy Hero ropar.

— CnywanTe! — obpaTuncs K Hemy npuemMwmk. — TenerpapupynTe Bbl Bawemy oTuy, —
NyCTb OH COPOCWT CKONbKO-HUOYAb 3epHa Ha yTeuky! Bbl NOCMOTpUTE, CKO/bKO COpUTCA,
— a BeAb TYT Kaxabm QyHT popor! Haao xe 3TO noHMMaTb!.. Hy yx nanawa y Bac... —
KOHYMA OH C eAKOW FpuMacomn.

— CKONbKO CbpocuTb? — npeHebpexuTeNbHO U C yAaNibld CNpOCWUS doma...— XenaeTe CTO
nya? ABecTun?

— 3To, — bnaroaapw Bac! — CMylWeHHO M PaAOCTHO BCKpuYan MpuUeMUMK... — ECAu Bbl
uMmeeTe npaso. ..

— 89 — X03AuH! — TBepAOo cka3an éoma. A nNpo oOTUA Bbl HE MOXeTe TaK roBOpUTb — U
KOpYUTb poxu! ..

— WU3BMHMTE! U... 5 He COMHEBaWCb B BaWMX MOJIHOMOYMAX... UCKPEHHO bnaroaapi
BaC... W Bawero nanawy OT suua BCexX 3TUX J0LeN. . .

E¢GUM onaciMBO CMOTpPeN Ha MOJIOAOro XO3fiMHA WU, OTTOMLIPUB Tybbl, MOYMOKMBAN UMK, a
XO03AMH C FOopAbiM JIMUOM CAyWan bbiCTPyl peyb MPUEMIMKA, KPENKO MOXMMABLIErO emy

PYKY.

— JlBecTn! 3TO — MoO-pyccku, MoJsioaov YenoBek! BOT s ceryvac M OOBABIO MyXMYKaM O
BalleM nojapke. Bbl yBUAUTE, KaK OHW ByayT 6GnaroaapHsl. . .

M OH IFPOMKO KPWUKHYJT BHU3:
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— PebsTa! BOT X03fMH XepTBYeT ABECTW MyAOB...

— Tpucta! — nepebun ero ooma.

— TpucTa nyaoB... Crnacubo! TpucTa nyaoB 3epHa, pebsTal!

Ho >(dekT nonyuwmnca cnabbii. MyXUMKU MOAHANM TOJIOBbl KBEPXY M MOSYa CHOBA OMyCTWUAM
X, MNPUHABWMCL 3a PaboTy. HECKONbKO FO/I0COB HepewuTenbHO U KAk bbl HexoTs
NpPOroBOPUN :

— Cnacubo... Jlah Tebe rocrnoau... MoOKopHeWwe 6rnaroaapvm. ..

A KTO-TO BeCesi0 U NpeHebpexmnTenbHO KPUKHYII:

— 3To yTo! A BOT exenu 6bl BOAYOHKM MO CTaKalWKy... 6bsia 6bl MAIOCTb — MpaBu/ibHasA!
A xneb He Ham — OH 3eMCTBY...

— 3x! OHM He noHMMawT! — CMyWeHHO BOCK/MKHYN MpUEeMWMK. — BOT s nouay O6bACHI
WM. ..

OH Mcye3. Ho POMy He MHTEPECOBaJI0O OTHOWEHWE MYXWKOB K €ro noAapKy: OH Buaen, 4To
yepHble rna3a PyMSAHOM XEHWMHbl CMOTPAT HAa HEro TaK CTPAHHO M NPUATHO. OHU
bnarogapunu ero, nackas, 3BaauM K cebe, M, KpoMe MX, OH HMYEro He Buaan. ITa
XEeHWMHa 6bina ofeTa NoO-ropojcKkomMy — B bawmaku, B CUTUEBYW KOOTY, U ee YepHble
BOJIOCbI ObIN MOBSI3aHbl KAKUM-TO OCODBEHHBIM MNATOYKOM. BblicOKas U rmbkas, oHa, cCuas
Ha Kyye [APOB, YMHWIA MEWKW, MPOBOPHO ABUras PyKamu, rosbiMM AO JIOKTen, U BCE
ynbibanacbe dome.

— ®oMa MrHaTbuY! — CAbllwan OH YKOPU3HEHHbIM rofoc EpuMa. — BOJIBHO YX Tbl QOPCHYN
WMPOKO. .. HY, XOTb 6bl NyfoB NONCOTHU! A TO — Ha-ko! Tak 4TO — CMOTpU, Kak Bbl Ham
c Tobon He nonaso no ropbam 3a 3TO...

— OTCcTaHb! — KpaTKO cka3an éoma.

— MHe 4TO0? 4 MONYY... HO KakK Tbl elle MOMOA, a MHe CKa3aHo «cneau!» — To 3a
HeJOCMOTp MHe W nonajgeTt B pbl1o. ..

— S CKaxy oTuy... — ckKa3an ooma.

— MHe — 6or c TO6OW... Tbl TYT XO3fWH...

— OTBSAXUCb, Edum!..

EduM B3AOXHYN M 3amonyan. A ¢omMa CMOTPes Ha XeHWWHY W ayman:
«BOT Obl TaKyw NpoAaBaTb MPUBE/N... KO MHE».

Cepilue ero yd4aueHHo 6unocb. Byayuu ele 4YUCTbIM DU3MYECKU, OH yxe 3Han, us
pPa3roBOpoB, TaWHbl UHTUMHBIX OTHOWEHUA MYX4YMHbl K XeHWWHe. OH 3HaN WUX MNoA rpybbiMu u
3a30pHbIMW C/IOBaMU, 3TWU C/ioBa BO36yxAann B HeM HenpusaTHoe, HO Xrydvee JiobOMbLITCTBO;
ero BoobpaxeHue ynopHo paboTasno, HO BCe-TakM OH He MOr npeAcTaBUTb cebe Bcero
3Toro B obpasax, MOHATHbIX eMy. B Aylle OH He Bepwua, YTO OTHOWEHUA MYXYWUHbl K
XeHUWnHe TaK NpoCTbl U pr6H, KaK O HUX paCCKa3blBawT. Korpga xe, CMeACb Hajh HuUM,
ero yBepssn, YTO OHM WUMEHHO TaKOBbl U HE MOTrYT ObITb WHbIMKM, OH FAYNoBaTO W
CMYyLleHHO ynu6ancn, HO BCe-TaKun Ayman, 4TO He AN1a BcCeX ﬂDAEﬁ CHoWweHunda cC XGHMMHOﬁ
oba3aTenbHbl B TaKOM NOCTHIAHOM (opMe: M 4YTO, HaBepHOe, eCTb 4YTO-HMbyAb bonee
yucTtoe, MeHee rpyboe u obuaHoe Ang Yenoseka.

Tenepb, 0byACb HA YepHornasyw paboTHuLy, POMA ACHO owywan umeHHo rpyboe
BfleYeHne K Hen, — 3TO ObIO CThIAHO, CTpaWHo. A EduUM, CTOSA PAAOM, YyBeleBawle
roBOpWSI emy:

— BOT Tbl Tenepb CMOTpullb Ha 6aby, — Tak 4YTO He MOry s Moji4YaTb... OHa Tebe
HeM3BeCTHa, HO KaK OHAa — MOAMUIMBAET, TO Thl MO MOJIOAOCTM TAKOrO HATBOPUWbL TYT,
npu TBOEM XapaKTepe, 4YTO Mbl OTCHAA MeEWKoM no bepery nomaem... Aa euwe NajHo,

exenn y BacC WTaHbl Lenbl OCTAaHYTCA. ..

— YTo Tebe Hapo? — CNpoCus dOMa, KpaCHbIK OT CMYLWEHWUS .
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— MHe — HMYero He Hajo... A Tebe — Haao MeHs ciaywaTb... Mo 6abbum penam s BMoJiHE
MOry 6biITb yumTenem... C 6abor Hago OYeHb MPOCTO NOCTYyNnaTb — OYTbIKY BOAKM €N,
3aKyCUTb 4Yero-Hubyab, NOTOM napy NMBA MNOCTaBb U OMNOCAA BCEro AeHbramu Aaw
ABYIrPUBEHHbIM. 3a 3Ty LEHY oHa Tebe BC CBOW JIOOOBb OKAXeT KaK HeNlb3f Jydle. ..

— Bpewb Tbl BCce! — TuUXo cka3an éoma.
— 4-To Bpy? Kak xe s MOry BpaTb, eXenum s 3Ty WTYKY, MOXeT, AO CTa pas3s

npoAensiBan? Tak 4TO — Tbl BOT MOPYyYM MHE C HeW AeNio BeCTU... a? A Tebe C Hew
3HAaKOMCTBO CKpyu4y. ..

— Xopouwo... — cKka3an éoma, UYyBCTBYA, UYTO €My TAXeNO AplllaTb U UYTO-TO AABUT emy
ropno. ..
— Hy BOT... BeyepoM 5 ee W NpuBeAy... BnNIoTb A0 Beyepa dOMA XOAUS OTYMAHEHHbIN,

He 3amMeyad MNOoYTUTEeNIbHbIX U 3aUCKUBaAWWUX B3rnapoB, KOTOPbIMM CMOTpPE/ZIN Ha Hero
MYXUKWN. EMY 6bino XYTKO, OH YyBCTBOBan cebssi BUHOBHbIM npeg Kem-10, U BCeéM, KTO
o6pamanca K Hemy, oTBe4dasl NPpUHNXeHHO NaCKOBO, TOYHO U3BUHAACH.

BeyepoMm pabouue, cobpaBumcb Ha bepery y 6onbllOro, APKOro Koctpa, CTajauM BapuTh
YXKMH. OTbneck KocTpa ynan Ha peKy KpacCHbMA M XenTbiMA NATHaMM, OHM TpeneTanuM Ha
CNOKOMHON BOAE W HA CTeK/ax OKOH pybku napoxopa, rae cuaen éomMa B Yrjay Ha
AMBaHe. OH 3aBeCWU/1 OKHA U He 3axer OrHa; cnabbii CcBeT KOCTpa, MPOHUKASA CKBO3b
3aHaBeCKWU, Jier Ha CTOJ, CTeHY W Apoxasi, CTAHOBACb TO fipye, TO ocsabeBas. BbUio
TUXO, TONbKO C bepera AOHOCWUIUCH HEACHbIe 3BYKW roBopa, Aa peKka 4YyTb CJIbILHO
nneckanacb o 6opTta mapoxoga. ®ome Ka3aloCb, YTO B TEMHOTE, OKOJIO HEro, KTO-TO
npuTanncs u noAcMaTpuBaeT 3a HWUM... BOT — WAYT MO CXOAHAM TOPOMNANBO, TAXESbIMU
waramm, — JOCKM CXOAEHb 3BYYHO U CEPAMTO XJIOMAWT O BOAY... POMA CJbIWAT CMEX U
MOHUXEHHBIN FONOC Y ABEpU PybKHU. ..

«He Hapo!» — XoTen KPUKHYTb doma.

OH yXe BCTa/Nl — HO ABepb B pybKy oTBOpWiacb, @GUrypa BbICOKOW XEHWWHb BCTajsa Ha
nopore u, becuwymHo npuTBOpMB 3a cobol ABepb, HErpPOMKO MporoBopuna:

BaTWWKN, TeMHO Kak! ECTb TYT XMBOWM-TO KTO-HMOYAbL?

ECTb...— TUXO OTBETUN doMma.
— Hy Tak, — 34paBcTByMUTe!..

N XeHWwunHa OCTOPOXHO MNOABWUHYJIACb BMepes.

— BOT f... 3axry oroHo! — npepsiBawWMMCa ros0COM noobewan ¢oma u, onyCcTuBUWNCH Ha
AnBaH, CHOBa npuxanca B yron.

— Ja Hu4Yero M TakK... NPUCMOTpPUILBCA, TaK U B TEMHOTE BUAHO...

— CaauTecb, — CKa3an ooma.

— capem. ..

OHa cena Ha AMBaH B ABYX Warax OT Hero. ¢oma Buaen bneck ee rnas, ynbloky ee ryb6.
EMy noka3alioCb, 4YTO OHa ynblbaeTcs He TaK, KakK gaBedya ynblbanacb, a UHave —
XanobHo, HeBeceso. JTa ynblbka oboapuna ero, emy CTasio Jierye AblwaTb Npu Buae 3TUX
rnas, KoTopble, BCTPETUBWWUCbL C ero rnasamuv, BAPYr MNOTYNWIUCb. HO OH He 3Hana, O
YyeM FOBOPUTb C 3TOM XKEHWMHOM, M OHM 0ba MONYaNM, MONYAHMEM TAXKENbIM M HENOBKUM. ..
3arosopuia oHa:

CKY4YHO, noaM-Ka, OAHOMY-TO Bam?
- pa-a, — oTBeTun doma...

— A HpPaABATCA NN HAWU-TO mMecTa? — BMOArosioca cnpawmnBana XeHWuHa.

Xopowo! Jlecy MHOro... CHOBa 3amon4yanu...
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— Peka-To, Moxanyw, KpacuBee Bo/iru, — C YCWIMEM BbLIFOBOPWS doMma.

— Bblla 5 Ha Bonre. B CUMOMPCKOM. ..

— CUMBUPCK... — KakK 3X0 MOBTOpW/I dOMa, YyBCTBYS, YTO OH CHOBA He B COCTOSIHUU
CKa3aTb HU c/floBa. HO OHA, AOMXHO ObITb, MOHAB, C KeM uUMeeT AeNo, — BAPYr OONKUM
WENOTOM cnpocuna ero:

— YTOo Xe Tbl, XO35IMH, He yrouwaewb MeHA?
— BoT! — BCTpeneHyncsa é¢oma. — B camoMm gene... 3kunh A! HyTe-ka, noxanymTte!

OH BO3WJCSA B CyMmMpake, TOJIKal CToJ, bpan B pykKM TO OAHY, TO APYryw OYyTbUIKY U
CHOBA CTaBM/ MX Ha MeCTO, CMeACb BMHOBATO WM CMYWEHHO. A OHa BMJIOTb nojowna K
HeMy U CTosifla PSAAOM C HWUM, C YNbIOKOW rNsas B JIMLO €My M Ha ero Apoxalue PyKu.

— CTblauwbCA? — BAPYI npowenTtana oHa. OH ouwyTwul ee AblXxaHUe Ha leke CBOEM U TaK xe
TUXO OoTBeTUN:

- Ja-a...

Torpa oHa MnONOXWNa PYKWU HA MJ1eYyn emy U TUXOHbKO TOJIKHYyJ/la ero cebe Ha rpyab,
YCNOKOUTE/IbHbIM WIENOTOM FOBOpPA:

— Huyero, He CTblAUCHL... BelAb — HeJib3d 6e3 sTOroO... KpaCaB4YUK Thbl MOW. . .
MOJIOAEHbKUN. .. Xa/IKO-TO Kak Teba!..

A eMmy nslakaTb 3axoTenocCb noj ee WENOT, cepAaue ero 3amumpano B cnaakom NnCcTome;
Kpenko npuxaBuwnCb rosioBon K ee rpyam, OoH CTUCHYN ee pyKamun, roBopa KakKue-ToO
HeBHATHbIE, cebe caMOMy HeBejaoOMble CJioBa. ..

— YX0au,— FlyXo cKa3san ooma, rfsas B CTEHY WWPOKO PACKPLITLIMA ra3amu.
NnowenoBaB ero B lleKy, OHA MOKOPHO BCTajsa W Bbila U3 pPybKM, CKa3aB emy:
— Hy, npowa#. ..

®ome ObIIO HecTepnuMo CTHIAHO MPU HeW, HO, NUWb OHA CKpblaCb 3a ABEpPbl, OH BCKOYUN
M Cen Ha AMBaH. MOTOM BCTaN, WATAACb HAa HOrax, W cpa3y BeCb HANOJHWICSH olylleHneM
yTpaTbl Yero-TO OYeHb LEHHOr0, HO TaKOro, NPUCYTCTBME Yero OH Kak b6bl He 3ameyan B
cebe A0 MOMeHTA yTpaThbl... WM TOTYaC Xe B HeM ABWIOCb HOBOE, MyXeCTBEHHOe YyBCTBO
ropaocTu cobow. OHO MOrJIOTWIO CThiA, U Ha MecTe CTbhiAa BbLIPOC/A XaNOCTb K XeHWWHe,
OAVHOKO YylleAlled Kyaa-TO BO TbMy XOJIOAHOM MAaMCKOM HOYM. OH BbICTPO Bblllesn U3 pybKM
Ha nanyby — Houyb Obina 3Be3fHas, HO Ge3nyHHas; ero oxeaTwuna npoxnaga M TbMma... Ha
bepery eile cBepkasna 30/10TUCTO-KpacHas Ky4ya yraen. éoomMa nNpucaywancsa — noaasnsiwiias
TMWMHaA pasnuTa bbia B BO3AyXe, JiMWb BOAA Xypyana, pa3buBasicb O ULenu sikopen, u
HUrAe He CAbllwHO 6bl1O 3BYKA WArOB. EMy 3axXoTenoCb MO3BaTb XEHWMHY, HO OH He 3Han
€€ WMEeHW... XaAHO BAbIXas WWMPOKON FPyAbld CBEXUN BO3AYX, OH HECKONbKO MUHYT CTOSN
Ha nanybe, u BApYr mM3-3a pybku, C HOcCa mapoxoja, AO Hero AOHeccs 4Yen-TO B3AOX,
MOXOXUA HA pbliaHUe. OH B3APOrHYN M OCTOPOXHO nowen Tyaa, MOHWMMas, YTO TaM — OHaA.

OHa cuaena y bopTa Ha nanybe U, NPUCIOHACH FOSIOBOM K Kyde KaHaTa, nfakana. ¢ooma
BUAEN, KaK Apoxanu besnble KOMbS ee OBHaXeHHbIX MNje4y, CAblan TAxXesnble B3A0XU, eMy
CTasio TAXeno.

HaKNOHUCb K Hel, OH pobko cnpocun ee:

— Y10 THI?

OHa KayHysa roloBOW WU He OoTBeTuIa emy.

— Anu A Teba obupen?

— yYnam! — ckasasna OHa.

— Jla, KaK Xe? — CMYLJeHHO M TPeBOXHO roBOpua domMa, KacCasCb pyKoﬁ ee roJioBbl, Tbl He
cepancCb... Beab CamMa Xe...
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— S He CepXyCb! — rpoMKMM WEMNOTOM OTBETW/IA OHA. — 3a YTO CEepAUTbCA Ha TebsA? Thl
HE OXaJbHMK... 4YnCTas Tol Aywa! 3X, COKONMK MOM MpPONeTHbin! CAab-Ka Tbl PAAOM-TO CO
MHOM. . .

N B3AB ®OMYy 3a PYKY, OHA ycaawna ero, Kak pebeHka, Ha KojeHM K cebe, npuxana
Kpenko roJIoBy ero K rpyauM CBOeW U, HaKJOHSACb, HAAONIr0o MpuibHyna ropsymmm rybamu
K rybam ero.

— 0 4yem Tbl Mnayewb? — cnpawuBan ooma, rnaas OAHOW PYKOM ee LWeKy, a ApYyrou
0bHMMasn Wek XEeHLWMHbI.

— 0 cebe naavy... MowTo Tbl OTOC/Aan MeHA? — XanobHo cnpocuia OHa.
— CTbiAHO MHe CcTaJlo, — CKa3aJ doma, onyckas roJioBy.

— Fony6bumk Tbl MOW! [OBOpWM yX BCH MpaBAY — He MNOHpaBunacb A Tebe? — cnpocuna oHa,
yCMexafaCb, HO Ha rpyAb ®oMbl BCE nNajann ee bonblume, Tennble cnesbl.

— UYTo Tbl 3TO?! — paxe C WCNYroM BOCKJIMKHYJ1 MapeHb W CTaJl ropsvyo U TOPOMJIMBO,
roBOpUTb, €M Kakue-TO CJIoBa O KpacoTe ee, O TOM, Kakas, OHa JlacKoBas, Kak emy
Xa/iKo ee M KaK CTbiAHO Mpej Hel. A OHa Ciywana U BCE uesioBasia ero ueku, uew,
ronoBy U OBHAXEHHYW FpyAb.

OH YMOJIK, — Torjaa 3aroBopuia OHA MevyasbHO, M TUXO, TOYHO MO MOKOMHUKE:

— A A ppyroe noaymana... Kak ckasan Tel «yxoau!» — BCTana A v nowna... U ropbko,
ropbKO MHe CAenafnocb OT TOro TBOEro C/0Ba... BbiBANo, AyMaw, MWIOBANWN MeHs,
neneann 6e3 ycTtanu, 6e3 oTAbIXY; 3a YCMelWKY OAHy, 6biBano, 3a NlacKoByw, BCE, 4yero
noxenaw, Aenanv... BCNOMHWAA A 3TO M 3annakana! Xanko CTaso MHeE MOW MONOAOCTb. ..
BeAb yXe TpuALATb JIeT MHe... NoC/jefHUEe AeHbKWU ANA XeHWWHbl! 3-3x, doma
UrHaTbeBuY! — BOCKAMKHYNA OHa, MOBbiAA roOA0C W yyawas pUTM CBOeW NeBydvyen peuu,

3ByKaM KOTOPOW KPacMBO BTOPW/IO Xyp4yaHue BOAbI.

— Cnywaw mMeHsa — 6eperu CBOW MOMOAOCTb! HeT HMYero Ha cBeTe Jiydwe ee. HMYero-To
HeT Jopoxe ee! MONOAOCTbI, POBHO 30JIOTOM, BCE&, 4YTO 3axoyellb, TO U cAenaelb. ..
XMBM TakK, 4YTObbl Ha CTapoCTW 6biNIO 4Yem MosoAble roAbl BCMOMAHYTb... BOT S BCNOMHWNIA
cebsi, M XOTb nonjakana, a pa3ropesocb Cepaue-To OT OAHOW OT MaMsATW, KaK npexae
Xuna... W onATb nomosiofena s, Kak XMBOW BoAbl nonwuna! AUTATKO Tbl Moe cnaakoe!
Morynsw X A C ToboW, KOAW MO HpABY Npuuiacb, MNOryfsiw BO BCHO CUAYWKY... 3X! A0
30/1bl CrOpl, KOAW BCMbIXHyna!

N, Kpenko npuxaB K cebe napHA, OHA C XaAHOCTb CTajsa ULeNoBaTb ero B rybbl.

— MNo-ornsabl-Ba-a-am! — TOCKAMBO 3aBblsl BaxXTeHHbIM Ha Hapxe M, KOPOTKO obopBaB «am»
— Hayan buTb KOJIOTYWKOW B YYIryHHYW AOCKY... [lpebe3xawme, pe3kue 3BYKU pBaIu
TOPKECTBEHHYI TUWMHY HOYU.

Uepe3 HECKONIbKO AHen, Koraa 6apxu pasrpysuincb M nNapoxoj roToB 6bn MATU B Mepmb,
— EfuM, K BE/IMKOMY CBOEMY OrOpYeHM0, YBUAENn, 4To K bepery noabexana Tenera M Ha
Hel YepHornasasa Manaresa C CYHAYKOM U KaKUMU-TO y3namu.

— Mownu maTpoca Bewu B3ATb!.. — Mpukasan emy éoma, KMBAs ronoBon Ha beper.

YKOPU3HEHHO noKa4aB rosioBon, EQuM CcepaAUMTO WMCMOMAHWUA NPUKa3aHMe U NOTOM,
MOHMXEHHbIM rOJIOCOM, CnpoCuUn:

Tak 4TO — M OHa C HamuU?

OHa — CO MHOMW...

Hy, Ada... He COo Bcemnm xe... O, rocnogm!

Yero B3Abixaelb?

— Dla, — ooma UrHaTbuuy! Beab B 6ONbUON FOpoA MJbIBEM... ajaM Maso TaM WUXHEN cecTpbl?

Hy, Tbl Monuu! — CcypoBO cKasan éoma.
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— Jla 5 CMONYy... TO/NbKO HEMNopsfoK 3TOo! doMa BHYWMTENbHO HaxXMypwuiCs U CKa3an
KanuTaHy, BNACTHO OTYeKaHuWBas C/ioBa:

— Tbl, E¢um, u cebe 3apybum Ha HoOCy, M BCEM TyT CKaXuW — exenu ja A ycCsbily Npo Hee
Kakoe-HMbyab noxabHoe C/IOBO — MoJieHOM no bauke!

— CTpaxu Kakue! — He nosepun Edum, C noboOMLITCTBOM nornansiBas B /MU0 XO03AMHaA. Ho
OH TOTYaC Xe OTCTYNWA Ha war npej ®oMoOM. MrHaTOB CblH, KaK BOJIK, OCKanun 3yb6bl,
3payku y Hero pacumpunucb, WU OH 3aopan:

— Nocmenca! 9 Te nocmerch!

EpuMM, XOTA U CTPYCWUNI, HO C AOCTOMHCTBOM 3aroBOpwU:

— Xowa Bbl, ®OMa UrHaTbU4, M XO3AMH... HO KAK MHe CKa3aHO «cneau, EQum...» u 1
340eCb — KannuTaH...

— KanuTtaH?! — KpuKHyn ¢oma, BecCb B3jparuBas v bnegHes. — A 5 KTo0?

— Tak 4TO — Bbl He KpuuuTe! M3-3a nNycTdAka, KakoBa ecTb baba...

Ha 6negHoM nuue ®OMbl BLICTYNWIW KpacCHble MATHA, OH NepecTynun C HOMM Ha Hory,
CYLOPOXHbIM ABMXEHMEM CNPATAN PYKM B KapMmaHbl NMUAXaKa WU POBHbIM, TBEpAbiM 0O/I0COM
ckasan:

— Tbi! KanuTaH! BOT 4TO — C/IOBO ewe NPOTMB MeHs CKaxewb — ybupancsa k 4épTy! BOH!
Ha 6eper! 9 u c noumaHoMm aonay. MoHAN? Haao MHOW Tebe He KoMaHaoBaTb!.. Hy?

Edum 6bI1 nmopaxeH. OH CMOTpPeN Ha XO03fiMHA U CMeWHO Mopran rnasamm, He Haxons
oTBeTa.

— MoHsan, rosopw?
— Mo-oHan, — NpoTAHYNn EQuM. — K3-3a 4yero wym ogHako? WU3-3a...
— Monyatb!

VKO CBepKHYyBWME rsia3a doMbl, ero MCKaXeHHOe JIMLO BHYWWIM KanuTaHy bnaryi MbiC/ib
YATU OT XO03AIMHA, M OH bBbLICTpO Yyuwen.

OH 6bln 3071 Ha oMy M cuyMTan cebs HampacHO OOMXEHHbIM; HO B TO Xe BpeMms
MOYYBCTBOBaN Haj CoboM TBepAyl, HACTOAWYKW XO3AWCKYW PYyKy. EMY, roAamu MpuUBbIKWEMY
K MOAYMHEHWIO, HpaBWIaCb MPOSIBJIEHHAs Haj HWMM BnacTb, WM, BOWAS B KawTy
CTapuka-jlouMaHa, OH YXe C OTTEHKOM YAOBO/bCTBMUSA B FOJIOCE paccCKa3an eMy CUEHYy C
XO3AMHOM.

— BuAAn? — 3aK/4MN OH CBOW paccKka3d. — TaK 4YTO — XOpollel nopojpl WEeHOK, C MnepBou
Xe OXOTbl — A0bpbii nec... A BeAb C BMAY OH — TaK cebe... 4Ye/SIOBEYMWKO MYTHOIro
yMa... Hy, HudYero, nyckan banyercsa, — AypHOro TyT, BUAATb, He bByaeT... Npu TaKoM
ero xapakTtepe... HeT, Kak OH 3aopan Ha MmeHa! Tpyba, A Tebe ckaxy!.. Cpa3sy

onpeapenuncsa, 6yATO B/1aCTU U CTPOroCtn KOBLIOM XﬂE6Hyﬂ...

EGMM FOBOPWUN BEPHO: 3a 3TU AHM dOMA PE3KO WM3MEHU/ICHA. BCMbIXHYBWAA B HEM CTpacThb
cAenana ero BNaAplkol AylWM W Tena XeHWWHbl, OH XaAHO MW OFHEHHYW CNaAoCTb 3TOM
B/laCTU, W OHA BbIXM/la M3 Hero BCE HeykK/ioxee, 4YTO Npuaasano emy BuA, NapHA
yrplMoro, raynosaTtoro, WM Hanowna ero cepjue MONOAON rOpAOCTbI, CO3HaHMEM CBOeWn
yesloBeYeCKON JINYHOCTU. JIbOBb K XeHUMHe BCeraa njoA0oTBOPHA AA MYX4MHbl, KaKoBa
6bl OHa HM 6blla, Jaxe ec/iM OHA AAaeT TONbKO CTPaAaHus, — U B HUX BCerja ecTb MHOIMO
LLleHHOro. SBNAACH ANA 60NbHOrO AYIWOKW CWIbHBLIM A40M, AAA 340pOBOro /wboBb — Kak
OrOHb Xenesy, KOTOpoe Xo4yeT ObiTb CTajnbw. ..

YB/ieyeHne oMbl TpuaLuaTWUIeTHEN XEeHWWHOW, ChnpaBfisiBwed B OOBATUAX WOHOWWM TPU3HY MO
CBOEM MOMOAOCTWU, HEe OTPbLIBAIO ero OT Aefla; OH He Tepsascad HU B flackax, HU B
paboTe, U Tam U TYT BHOCS BCero cebs. XeHWWHa, Kak Xopowee BWHO, BO3byxaana B
HeM C OAMHAKOBOW CWUMOW XaxAy TpyAa W NwbBM, M cama oHA nomosojena, npuobuasch
nouenyee WHOCTWU.

B Mepmu ¢OMYy XAANO MUCbMO OT KPECTHOro, KOTOpbIM coobwan, 4To WUrHAT 3anua C TOCKM
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O CblHEe M YTO B ero rogpl BpeaHO TaK MUTb. [MMUCbMO 3aKaHYMBA/OCb COBETOM CMeWuTb C
Aenamu “ BO3BpawaTbCsA AOMOM. dOMa NMOYYBCTBOBAJS TPEBOry B 3TOM COBeTe, OHA
oropuuna npasjHUK ero cepaua, Ho B 3aboTax O Jene M B sackax lanareu 3Ta TeHb
CKOpO pacTasfia. Xu3Hb €ro TekJia C ObICTPOTON PEeYHOM BOJIHbI, KAaXAbIA AeHb MPUHOCUN
HOBble Ollyl|eHUsI, MOPOXAAs HOBble MbICAIU. [anares OTHOCUNACb K HeMy CO BCeW CTPacCTbh
NoBOBHULbI, C TOW CWMIOM YYBCTBA, KOTOPYW BJaralT B CBOM YBJIEYEHUA XEHWMHbI ee NeT,
JonuMBas MocsejHMe KaniM M3 Yalu XU3HW. HOo Mopor B Hel npobyxaanocCb MHOE 4YyBCTBO,
He MeHee cuWnbHoe U ewe b6onee npuBA3biBakllee K Hel dOMy, — YYBCTBO, CXOAHOE CO
cTpem/sieHMeM MaTepu obepeub CBOEro IWOMMOro CbiHA OT OWWMBOK, HAYYMTb €ro MyApPOCTU
XMTb. YacTo, MO HoyaM, cuAs Ha nanybe, OBHABWMCbL C HMM, OHa JTACKOBO M C MNeyasbio
roBopuia emy:

— Tbl NOCNylWAN MeHSA, KaK CecTpy TBOW CTapuwyw... S Xuna, ojen 3Haw... MHOIo
BuAena Ha CBOeM BeKy!.. ToBapuuen Bblbupan cebe C ornsaakom, NOTOMY 4YTO €CTb foau,
KOTOpble 3apa3Hbl, Kak 60se3Hb... Thl U He pa3bepelwlb CHayana, KTO OH TaKoOM? Kaxuchb,
yeNioBeK, KakK BCe... XBaTb — W NpucTannm Kk Tebe b6onsuyku ero. C Halewn cecTpon —
CoxpaHu Tebsa npecBATaa boropoauua! — ocTopoxeH 6yab... MArok Tbl elue, HeT
HacTosAWwero 3akana B cepaue-To y Teba... A A0 Takux, Kak Tbl, 6abbl nakombl cuseH,
Kpacue, 6orart... Bcero bosnblie beperncb TUXOHbKUX — OHU, KaK MbABKWU, BNUBATCA B
MYX4YMHY, — BOMbETCA M COCeT, M COCeT, a cama BCE Takas nackoBas ja HexHas. byaeT
OHa M3 Tebs COK nNUTb, a cebs cbepexeT, — TONbKO AapoM cepaue Tebe HaacaauT... Tbl
K TeM bonblie, KOTOpble, Kak A BOT, — OonkuMe! Takme — 6e3 KOPLICTU XUBYT...

OHa AenCTBUTEeNbHO 6bina beckopbicTHa. B Mepmu doMa HaKynuia el pa3HbIX OOHOBOK W
be3pmenyuwek. OHa obpajoBanacb UM, HO, paccMmMoTpeB, o3aboyeHHO cKaszana:

— Tbl He 60ONbHO TPaHXUPb AEHbIMM-TO... CMOTPU, KaK Obl OoTeu-TO He paccepaunca! 4 wu
Tak... U 6e3o Bcero nwbnaw Teba...

yXxe paHee oHa obbABMAA eMy, UYTO MoejeT C HWUM TOMbKO A0 Ka3aHu, rAe y Hee xwuna
cecTpa 3amyxeMm. doMe He BepwunocCb, YTO OHa YWAET OT Hero, U Korjaa — 3a HoYb A0
npubbITUA B Ka3aHb — OHa MOBTOpM/AA CBOM C/l0OBa, OH MOTEMHesN W CTan ynpauvMesaTb ee
He b6bpocaTb ero.

— A Tbl Mpexie BpemMs He ropwi, — ckasana oHa. — ElWe HoYb Uesas Bnepeau y Hac...
NpocTuUMCA Mbl C TObOW, Toraa W noxasneewb, — KOJAW XanKo CTaHeT!..

Ho oH BCEé c 6onbumm XapoM yrosapueas ee He noKunaaTb e€ro un HakoHel 3adaBwun, 4YTO
Xo4yeT XeHUTbCA Ha HeWn.

— BoT, BOT... Tak! — W oHa 3acMmesnacb. — 3TO OT XMBOIro-TO Myxa 3a Tebsa nonay?
MUNbIA Tbl MOM, YyAayok! XeHMTbCA 3axoTen, a? [la pa3Be Ha TaKUMX-TO XEHATCA? MHOro,
MHOrO byaeT y Tebs nonobOBHMU-TO... Tbl TOrAa XEHUCb, KOrjaa MNepekunuub, Koraa
BCeX ClaCcTel HaewbCs AOCHITA — a pPXaHOro xjebua 3axovyeTcCs... BOT KOMAQ XEHUCH!
3ameyana s — MyXyuMHe 340pPOBOMY, AJs NMOKOS CBOEro, HYXHO He pPaHO XEeHUTbCA. ..
OJHOMN XeHbl eMy Mano byaeT, M nomMaeT OH Torjga No APYruM... Tbl LOJ/KEH ANs CBOEro
cyacTbA TOrAQ XeHy 6paTb, KOraa yBUAMUIb, YTO U OAHOM ee XBATUT C TebA...

Ho uyem bosnblie oHa ropopuna, — Tem HacTonymBee u TBepxe CTaHOBWICA ®OMa B CBOEM
XenaHnmm He pacCtaBaTbCA C Heu.

— A THl nocnywai-ka, 4To A Tebe CKaxy, — CMOKOMHO CKasana XeHWMHa. — FOpUT B pykKe
TBOEW JyyMHa, a Tebe M be3 Hee yxe CBeT/NO, — Tak Tbl €e Cpa3y OKyHM B Boay, Toraa
M Yyaly OT Hee He byaeT, U pyKu oHa Tebe He oboxxeT...

— He noHuMaw A TBOMUX CJIOB. ..

— A Tbl MOHMMaK... Tbl MHe XyAOro He caenan, u s Tebe ero He Xxoyy... BOT u
YXOXY. . .

TpyAHO cKa3aTb, 4YeMm bbl KOHYMNACb 3Ta pacnps, ecau 6ol B Hee He BMewancs cay4yam. B
KazaHu ®oma nosy4yun Tenerpammy OT MasikuHa, OH KPATKO MPUKA3blBasll KPECTHUKY:
«HeMeA/1IeHHO Bble3Xan NacCaxXxupCKuM». Y &ombl BONMBHO CXanoCb cepaue, U yepes
HECKO/IbKO 4YacoB, CTUCHYB 3ybObl, 6nefHblA U YrpoMbidi, OH CTOA/ HA rajaepee MapoxoAa,
OTXOAMBLIEr0 OT MPUCTAHWU, M, BLEMNUBIIMCbL PyKamMu B nepuna, HEnoABUXHO, He MUras
rnasamm, CMOTpen B JIMLO CBOEN MWIOW, YMJbiBaBllee OT HEro BAANIb BMECTe C NPUCTaHbio
n c beperom. Manares maxana emy MjaaTKoOM M BCE ynbibanacb, HO OH 3Han, 4YTO OHa
nnayet. OT cne3 ee BCA rpylAb pybawky dombl Gb1a MOKpasi, OT HUX B Cepiue ero,
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MOJSIHOM YIpPOMOW TPEeBOTrU, ObUIO TAXKO U XOJIOAHO. ®Urypa XeHWWHb BCE yMeHbllasnach,
TOYHO Tasna, a ooma, He OTpbiBAA rnas, CMOTPEN HAa Hee U YyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO MOMWMO
CTpaxa 3a OTUA U TOCKM O XeHuMHe — B Aylle ero 3apoxXAaeTcs Kakoe-TO HOBoOe,
CUNbHOE U ejKoe ouyueHve. OH He MOr Ha3BaTb ero cebe, HO OHO Ka3anoCb emy
6nM3KMM K obuae Ha KOro-To.

Tonna nwaed Ha NPUCTaHU CAMnacb B CMOWHOE TeMHOe U MepTBoe MNATHO 6e3 nuu, 6e3
popm, 6e3 ABMXEHMA. dOMA OTowWwen OT Nepun U yrpwmMo CTan XoAuTb No nanybe.

Mnaccaxupbl FPOMKO pa3roBapuBas, YCaXuBajuCb NUTb 4Yal, JSlakeum CHOBa/AW Mo ranepee,
HaKpblBass CTOJNIMKU, FAe-TO HAa KOpMe BHU3Y, B TpeTbeM Kjacce, cMmesncs pebeHoK, HbUia
rapMoHukKa, noBap ApobOHO cTyyan Hoxamu, apebe3xana nocyaa. Pa3pe3as BOJIHbI,
BCMNEHUBAsA UX U COAPOrasiCb OT HAMNPSAXEHUS, OrPOMHbIA MAPOXOA ObICTPO MbL MPOTUB
TeyeHusi... doMa MOCMOTPes Ha WMPOKMe MoJsiochl B3beweHHbIX BOJIH 3a KOpPMOM napoxoja u
owyTun B cebe AMKOe XenaHue soMaTb, pPBAaTb YTO-HMOYAb, TOXe MOWTU FPyAbio NMPOTUB
TeyeHuss U pa3apobuTb ero Hamop O rpyab U MJeyn CBOW. ..

- Cynb6a! — XpunabiM N YTOMIEHHbIM FOJIOCOM CKa3aJ/l KTO-TO OKOJIO Hero.

3TOo C/IoBO ObIIO 3HAKOMO eMy: WM TeTKa AHPMcCa 4acTo oTBeyasa doMe Ha ero BOMPOCH,
M OH BNIOXUN B 3TO KpaTKoe CJ/IOBO MNpejcTaB/ieHMe O cune, noaobHon cune 6bora. OH
B3r/IIHY/1 HA FOBOPUBILMX: OAUH U3 HUX OblN CeAeHbKUA CTapuUyvoK, C A06pbIM JULOM,
JpYyroi — rnomoJioxe, C 6onbWMMKM yCTasnbiMM rfla3amM U C YepHOW KJIMHOOobpa3Hou
bopoakon. Ero xpsweBaTbit 6ONbWON HOC U XenTble, BBa/IMBLIMECS WEKWU HANOMUHANU dome
KpecTHoro.

— Cyabba! — yBepeHHO NOBTOPMA CTapuK BO3r/iac CBOero cobeceAHMKa U yCMexXHyNCs. —
OHA HajJ XM3HbKW — Kak pblbak Haj pekoW: KUHET B CyeTy Hawy KPHYOK C NMPUMAHKOW, a
yesioBeK cenyac — XBaTb 3a MPUMAHKY XaAHbIM-TO PTOM... TYT OHa Ka-akK pBaHeT CBoe

yannvwe — Hy, U BbeTca yesioBeK O3eMb, W CepAue Yy Hero, risiuub, HaAOPBaHO. ..
Tak-To, cyaapb mou!

®oMa 3akKpbUl rnasa, TOYHO eMy B HUX Jiyd COJIHUA yAapwi, W, Kadas roJioBoM, TPOMKO
ckasan:

— BepHo! BOT — BepHO-0!

CobeceAHUKN NPUCTANLHO MOCMOTPE/IN HAa Hero: CTAapUK-C TOHKOM U YMHOW Y/bibKOW,
Bonbwernasuii — HeapyxenwbHo, ncnoanobbs. 3TO CMyTWIO ®OMy, M OH, MOKPACHEB,
oToWen OT HUX, AyMas O cyabbe M HejgoymMeBas; 3ayeM €M HYXHO b6bn1O npunackaTb ero,
nojapuB emy XeHWWHY, WU TOoT4yacC BbIPBATb U3 PYK Y HEro noAapok TaK MPoCTO U 0buaHo?
M OH MOHAN, YTO HesACHoe eAKoe YyBCTBO, KOTOpPOE€ OH HOCun B cebe, — obuaa Ha
Cyabby 3a ee Urpy C HUM. OH Obll CAMWKOM M36an0BaH XU3HbW AJNA TOro, 4TobbI Mpolle
OTHECTUCb K NepBOM Kanne saja B TONbKO 4YTO NoOYaToM KybKe, M BCe CYTKM A0pOru
npoBen 6e3 cHa, Aymas O C/lioBax CTapuka W nenes cBow obuay. Ho oHa Bo3byxaana B
HeM He YHblHME U CKopbb, a FHeBHOe W MCTUTeNbHOe YYBCTBO...

®OMy BCTPETWUST KPEeCTHbIM U Ha ero TOpOMJMBble, TPEBOXHble BOMPOCH, BO30OYXAEHHO
nobneckuBas 3efieHOBATLIMU TNa3kamu, O6BABWI, KOrga ycesics B MPOJIETKY PAAOM C
KPeCTHUKOM:

— W3 yma BbIXW OTeu-TO TBOW...

— NbeTt?

— Xyxe! CoBcem c yma cowen...

— Hy? 0, rocnogun! roeopuTte...

— MoHMMaewb: 0b6bSBMIACH OKOJIO Hero bapbiHbKa oAHa. . .

— YTO Xe OHa? — BOCKJ/TIUKHYN domMa, BCMNOMHUB CBOW [lManarew, u noyemMy-TOo novYyBCTBOBAa
B Cepaue paoCThb.

— MpucTana oHa K HeMy M — coceT...

— TUXoHbKaa?
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— OHa? Tuxa... Kak noxap... CembAecsaT MATb TbHICAY BblAy/la U3 KapMmMaHa y Hero — Kak
NYWUHKY !

— 0-0! KTO X%e 3To Takas?
— COHbKa MejablHCKasfA, apxXMTeKTOpoBa XeHa. ..

— Bba-aTwwkn! HeyxTo OHa... Pa3Be oOTel, — HEYXTO €ee B nonboBHULBI B3S17? — TUXO U
M3YyMJIEHHO Ccrnpocun éoma.

erCTHHﬁ OTWAaTHY/Z1ICA OT Hero un, CMeWHO BbiTapaliuB rnasa, MCNyraHHoO 3aroBopun:

— Dla Tbl, b6bpaT, Toxe cnaTun! En-6bory, cnatun! OnomMHUCb! B wWecCTbAeCAT TpU roja
MoboBHML, 3aBOAMTL... Aa elle B Takyw uUeHy! YTo Tbl? Hy, s 3TO WUrHaTy pacckaxy!

M MasikuH paccbinan B BO3Ayxe Apebes3xawuin, TOPOMJUBLIA CMexX, NpuyYeM ero Ko3juHas
6opoaka HenpurnsagHo 3ajpoxana. He ckopo doma A0obMACA OT Hero To/nKa; NPOTUB
0bbIKHOBEHMA CTapuk bbin becnokoeH, BO3byxAaeH, ero peyb, BCerja njaaBHas, pBanach,
OH pacckasbiBasl, pyrascb M OTM/eBbiBasCb, M doMa eiBa pa3obpan, B yem Aeno.
Oka3anocb, 4YTo Codbs MaBNOBHA MejbHCKas, XeHa boraya-apxuTekTopa, M3BeCTHas
BCEMY ropoAy CBOEW HeyTOMUMOCTbI MO YaCTU YCTPOMCTBA pa3HblX 61aroTBOPUTENbHbIX
3aTen, — yropopwuna WrHata noxepTBOBATb CEMbAECAT MNATb ThiICAY HA HOYEXHBIA AOM W
HapoAHYylw 6UBNINOTEKY C YUTaNibHEW. WrHaT Aan AeHbrU, U yxe raseTbl pacxXBavin ero
3a WeApoCTb. ®oMa He pa3 BUAEN 3TY XeHWWHY Ha ynuuax; oHa bbuia MaseHbkas, OH
3HaN, YTO ee CYUTAKWT OAHOW U3 KpacuBenwmx B ropoge. O HeN FOBOPWUIN AYPHO.

— TonbKo-TOo?! — BOCK/JMKHY/T OH, BbIC/yllaB paccka3 KpecTHoro. — A s ayman 6or BecCTb
yTo...

Tbl? Tol Ayman? — BAPYI paccepawnca MasAKuMH. HuMYero Tbl HE AyMan — MOJIOKOCOC Tbl!

Ja 4TO Bbl pyraeTecb? -yauBuacsa ooma.

Tbl CKaXu — NO-TBOEMy, CeMbAeCAT MNbiTb ThiCAY — bonbumne AeHbrun?

Bonbwme, — ckasan ¢oma, NoAyMmMaB.— [la BeAb Y OTLA MHOrO WUX... 4Yero xe Bbl TakK
VK. ..

JKoBa TapacoBu4ya NoBesiI0 BCero, OH C MNMpe3peHueM noCMOTpen B JINLO KHOWM N KAKUM-TO
cnabbim ronocom cnpocun ero:

— 3TO Tbl roOBOpPUWbL?
— A KTO Xxe?

— Bpewb! 3To Monojas TBOS rAynoCTb FOBOpPUT, aal! A Mos cTapas raynocTb MUJIMOH
pa3 XU3HbW WUCMbITAHA, — OHA Tebe roBOPWUT: Tbl elje WEHOK, paHo Tebe Hacom NnaAThb!

®OMYy U paHblle YaCTeHbKO 3ajeBasl C/UWKOM Ob6pa3HbI A3bIK KPECTHOro, — MaskuH Bcerpa
roBOpu/a C HuM rpybee oTua, — HO Tenepb lHOWA MOYYBCTBOBaAN Cebss Kpenko OOWMXeHHbIM
U CAEepXaHHO, HO TBepAO CKasan:

— Bbl Bbl He pyraaucb 3psA-TO, S Belb He MaJIEHbKWW. . .

— Jla 4YTOo Tbl rOBOpPUWbL? — HACMEWINBO MOAHAB OPOBU, BOCKJIMKHYJT MasikvH.

¢oMy B30OpBanO. OH B3MISSHYN B JIMLO CTAPUKY U BECKO OTYEKaHWUN:

— A BOT roBOpl, 4YTO 3PAWHON pyraHW Bawen He xody 6ofbwe CiblwaTb, AOBOJSbLHO!

— MM... Aa... Ta-ak! WU3BUHUTe...

SKoB TapacoBMY MpuWlypwn rnas3a, noxeBaNn rybamm u, OTBEPHYBWWCb OT KPeCTHUKa, C
MUHYTY nomonyan. MposeTka Bbexasa B y3Kyl ynuuy, v, YBUAAB W3AANU KPblly CBOEro
AoMa, dOMa HEBOJIbHO BCEM TeJloM ABWHY/CA Bhnepes. B TO Xe BpeMs KpPeCTHbIN,
NAyTOBAaTO U NIACKOBO YynblbasCb, CNpoCwUn ero:

— ¢oMKa! Ckaxu — Ha KoM Tbl 3ybbl cebe oTTOuMN? a?
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— Pa3Be oCTpble CTann? — cnpocun éoma, 06paAOBaHHHﬁ TaKum o6pameHMeM KpecCTHOro.

— Huyero... 3TOo xopowo, bpaT... 3TO OY-YeHb XOpowo! BOSAUCH Mbl C OTULOM — MAMAS
Tbl byaews!.. Hy, a BOAKY MUTb BblyYWUSICA?

- Nun. ..

— CKOpeHbKOo! .. TOMHOry, 4To nn?

— 3a4yeM NOMHOry-To...

— A BKyCHa?

— He o4eHb. ..

— T3K... HM4yero, BCE 3TO He XyAO... TO/NIbKO BOT 0OJIbHO Tbl OTKPbLIT, — BO BCEX
rpexax U BCAKOMY nony rOTOB KaaTbCA... Tbl coobpasu HacyeT 3TOro — He BCeraa,
6paT, 3TO HYXHO... MHOM pa3 CMOMYMIb — M JOAAM YIrOAMilb, M Fpexa He COTBOpMIb.
H-pa. SA3blK Yy 4yesoBeKa peAKo Tpe3B ObiBaeT. A BOT W npuexanu... CMOTPU — OTeL-TO
He 3HaeT, 4YTO Tbl MpubLIT... AoMa nu eue?

OH 6bin goma: B OTKpbITble OKHA U3 KOMHAT Ha YyJuuly HecCccAa ero FpOMKMﬁ, HEeMHOIro
CUMJIbIN XOXOT. llyM nponeTku, noabexaBlwen K AOMY, 3aCTaBun UrHata BbIFAHYTb B
OKHO, U npu Buae CblHA OH PAAOCTHO KPWUKHY::

— A-a! gBuncA...

Uepe3 MUHYTY OH, npuxaB ¢OMy OAHOM PYKOW KO FpyaAu, NaAOHb APYron ynepcs eMmy B
nob, otrmubas ronoBy cbhiHa Ha3aj, CMOTpes B JIMLO eMy CUSIWMMKU ra3amm U AOBOJIbHO
roBOpPW :

— 3aropen... nos3zopoBen... monogeu! BapbiHA! Xopow y MeHs CbH?
— HepypeH, — pa3jancsa /acKoBbi, cepebpucTbil ronoc.

®ooMa B3rNAHyn M3-3a njedya oTua U yBuaan: B nepejHeM Yrjy KOMHaTbl, O0B/OKOTACH Ha
CTON, cuaena MmajsieHbKas XeHWMHa C nNbllHbIMKM H6enoKypbiMM BOMIOCAMM; HA bneaHoM nuue ee
pe3KO BLIAENANUCH TeMHble rjfla3a, TOHKUMe B6poBU M NyxXsble, KpacHble rybel. C3aam Kpecna
ctosan 6onbwon GUNOAEHAPOH, — KPYMHble, y3op4yaTble SIMCTbS BUCENM B BO3AyXe Haj ee
30/I0TUCTON TONIOBKON.

— [obporo 340poBbA, CothbsA MMaBMOBHA, — YMWIbHO FOBOPWMA MasikMH, MNOAXOAS K Hel C
NPOTAHYTOW pyKon. — UYTo, BCE KOHTpubyumm cobupaeTe C Hac, b6eaHbIX?

®oMa MonYa MOKJIOHWNICS e, He Chywas HU ee oTBeTa MaskuHy, HU TOro, 4TO rOBOPUN
eMy oTel,. bapbiHA NPUCTAsIbHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero, ynbibascb NpuBeTIMBO. Ee AeTckas
burypa, okyTaHHas B Kakyw-TO TeMHYyW TKaHb, MOYTWM C/AMBaNiacb C MaJIMHOBOW MaTepuen
Kpecsa, OT4Yero BOJIHUCTbIE 30JI0Tbie BOJIOCH U 6siegHOEe NNLO TOYHO CBETWINCb HA TEMHOM
(boHe. Cuas Tam, B yray, noj 3esieHbiMM NIMCTbSAMM, OHa Oblla Noxoxa M Ha LBETOK M Ha
WNKOHY .

— CmoTpu, Cobbs MaB/loBHA, Kak OH Ha Tebs BO33pwicsA, — open, a? — roBopwa WUrHar.

Ee rnasa Cy3mamcCb, Ha LUeKax BCMbIXHYJ cnaboin pymAaHel, M OHa 3acmedanacb TOYHO
Cep66pﬂHHM KOJIOKOJIbYUK 3a3BeHes. U TOoTYyaC Xe BCTasa, roBopsa:

— He 6byay MewaTb Bam, A0 CBUAaHUSA!

Korpa oHa 6eCWyMHO npoxoamna MMUMO $OMbl, Ha Hero naxHyso AyxXxamu, U OH yBuaan, 4YTO
rnasa y Hee TeMHO-CUHUEe, a 6pOBM noYTn YepHble.

— ynneina uyka, — TUXO CKa3as MasikuH, co 3n106bon rnags Bciep en.
— Hy, paccka3biBa Ham, Kak e3Aun? MHOro N1 AeHer MNpoKyTun? — ryaen UrHat, TosKas

CblHA B TO Kpecsio, B KOTOPOM TOJIbKO 4TO cujena MeApiHCKaA. doMa MOKOCUNCA HA Hero
u cen B apyroe.
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— 4YTOo, Xopowa, BuMAHO, babeHOYka-TO? — MNOCMEMBAACb, FOBOPWUI MasikvH, wWynas domy
CBOVMMM XUTPbIMMA Fna3kamm. — BoT Gyaewb Tbl Npu HeW poT pa3eBaTb... TaK OHa BCe
BHYTPEHHOCTU y Tebs cbecT...

doma noyemy-TO B3APOrHyn M, He OTBETMB emy, [AeJIOBbIM TOHOM Hayanl roBOPUTb OTLY O
noe3ake. Ho UrHat nepe6mn ero peyb:

— MoroauM, A KOHbSAYKY cnpouwy. ..

— A Tbl TYT BCE NbeWb, rOBOPAT... — HeoAobpuTenbHO CKasan doma.

UrHaT C yaAuMBAEHMEM U NBONbITCTBOM B3r/IAHY/ HAa HEro M CNpocun:

— [la pa3Be OTUY MOXHO 3TaK rOBOpPUTb, a? ®omMa CKOHADY3MICA M ONyCTWA TOJOBY.
— To-To! — pobpoAywHO CKa3an UrHaT M KPUKHYN, 4TOO Aann KOHbAKY. ..

MaAKWH, npuwypuB rnasa, MNOCMOTpen Ha lropaeeBbiX, B3A0XHYJ, MPOCTW/ICA W ylen,
npurnacne MUX Be4vYepoMm K cebe nNUTb Yal B MaJIMHHUKE.

— rpe xe TeTKa AHpMca? — COpocusi doma, YyBCTBYS, YTO Tenepb, HaeaWHe C OTLOM,
eMy CTajso Nno4yemy-TO HEIOBKO.

— B MOHacCTbipb noexana... Hy, roBopu MHe, a A — BbiNbH. ..

®OoMa B HECKOJIbKO MUHYT paccKa3as OTuy O AesiaXx U 3aKOHYUN pacCKa3 OTKPOBEHHbIM
npu3HaHnem:

— JleHer s ucTpaTwWi Ha cebs... MHOro.

— CKO/bKO?

— Pybnei... WeCTbCOT...

— B nonTtopa-To Mecsua! Hemano... BMXy, 4YTO ANS NpuMKa3yMka — AOpor Tbl MHe... Kyaa

X 3TO Tbl MX BCbiNan?
— TpucTa nya xneba nogapun...

— Komy? Kak? ooma pacckasan.

— Hy 3TOo — Huyero! — opobpun ero oTel. — ITO — 3HaW Hawmx!.. TyT peno sicHoe — 3a
OTUOBY YeCTb... 3a YeCTb (uMpMbl... M ybbITKAa TyT HeTy, NOTOMYy — CnaBa Aobpas ecTsb,
a 370, bpaT, camasa Aydywas BbiIBECKA ANA TOprosau... Hy, a ewe?

— Jla... Tak, Kak-To... ucTtpaTtui...

— FOBOpM MpPSIMO... He O AeHbrax ChpawuBaw, — X04Yy 3HaTb, Kak Tbl XW1, HacTauBan

WrHaT, BHMMATENIbHO U CTPOro paccmaTpuBas CbiHA.

— EA... MWA...— He CAABaJNICA ®OMa, YrpHMO U CMYWEHHO HAKJIOHAS TrOJIOBY.

— Mun? BOAKY?

— W BOAKY. ..

— A! He paHo nu?

— Cnpocu Eduma — HanmMBascA M A AONbAHA. ..

— Ha 4yTo cnpawvBaTb E¢mma? Tbl caM AOJXeH BCE cKa3aTb... Tak, CTaNo ObiTb, Mbelb?
— MOry M He MUThb...

— rae yx! KOHbAKY xo4ewb?

®oMa MOCMOTPEN Ha OTLUA U WWPOKO YNbIBHYNCA. W oTel, OoTBeTUN eMy A06pOoAYLHON
ynbIOKON .
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— 32X Tbl... 4épT! Men... pa cmoTpu, — Aeno pasymen... UTo nojenaewb?.. MNbAHULA —
npocnuTCsA, a AypaK — HUKOrjaa... byaem XOTb 3TO NOMHWUTb... AJIA CBOEro yTelleHus. ..
Hy M C AeBKamu rynsn? [la roeopu npsamo yx! Uto 8 — 6utb Tebs, uTto nu, byay?

— ynan... 6bbina ofHA Ha napoxope... OT MNepMn A0 Ka3aHu Be3 ee...
— Hy...— UrHaT T4AXeno B3A0XHYJ U, HACynuUBWLWCb, CKa3an: — PaHO onoraHwicsd...

— MHe jaBajuaTb JieT... A Tbl FOBOPWI, YTO B TBOe BpeMs MATHaAULATWIETHUX MapHUWEK
XEHW/IN. .. — CMYLWEHHO BO3pa3u/l eMmy CbiH.

— TO — XEeHWIU... Hy, nagHo, byaeT Mpo 3TO roBOpuUTb... Hy, noBencs c 6abon, — 4TO
xe? Baba — kak ocna, 6e3 Hee He NPOXMBEWb... A MHE NULEMEPUTb He NPUXOAUTCA... f
paHblle TBOEro Hayan K 6abam NbHYTb... OAHAKO cobswogal C HUMU OCTOPOXHOCTD. . .

UrHaT 3aaymasica M AOJIro Mojsdan, Ccuaad HEenoABUXHO, HU3KO CKJIOHUB [OJIOBY.

— BOT 4yTO, ®OMa, — BHOBb 3aroBOPWJI OH CYpOBO U TBepAO, — CKOPO S nomMpy... CTap.
B rpyan y MeHSi TEeCHUT, JAblllaTb MHe TAXeNno... nompy... Toraa BCé peno Ha Tebs
nAaxeT... Hy, cHayana KpecTHbit nomoxeT Tebe — cnywam ero! Hayan Tbl... He Xylno,
BCE obaenan kak cneayeT, BOXXKM B pPyKax Kpenko aepxan... [anm 6or u Bnpeab TakK
Xe... 3Ha” BOT 4YTO: AEN0 — 3BEpb XUBOM M CWbHbIM, MPABUTb UM HYXHO YMeluu,
B3HY3/4blBaTb HaJO Kpenko, a TO OHO Tebs oponeeT... CTapancsas CTOATb Bblle gena...
Tak nocTaBb cebs, 4Tob BCE OHO y Teba noa Horamu 6bLUIO, Ha BUAY, UYTOD Kaxapli
mManbii rBO3AUK B HeM BuaeH b6bin Tebe. ..

doMa CMOTpes Ha WWPOKYW rpyAb OoTuad, C/Aywan ero ryctod rosioc v Ayman npo cebs:
«Hy, He CKOpo Tbl mompelsb!»

3Ta MbiICnb 6Bbna npuATHA eMy U Bo3byxaana B Hem Aobpoe, ropsyee 4YyBCTBO K OTLY.

— KpecTHOro aepxucb... Yy Hero yma B bawke — Ha BecCb ropoj XBaTUT! OH TONbKO
Xpa6pOCTM NIMieH, a TOo— 6bITh 6bl emMy BbICOKO. [la, — TaK, roBOpH, HeAOJIFr0O MHE XUTb
oCTaNloChb. .. lNo-HacTodAWemy, nopa 6bl FOTOBUTHLCSH K cMepTu... bpocuTb 6bl BCE, JAa

noroeseTb, Aa No3aboTuUTbCA, UYTOO NOAU MeHS A06pPOM BCNOMAHYNWU. ..
— BCNoMsiHYT! — yBepeHHO cKa3an ¢ooma.

— BblIO bbI 32 4TO...

— A HOYJIEXHbIN-TO AOM?

MUrHaT B3rNAHy/ Ha CblHA U 3acmesdncs

Ckasan 4koe-To, ycnen! Pyran, 4yan, MeHs?

BblIO HEMHOXKO, — YJbIOHYNICA doma.

Hy, euwe 6bl! AnNn A ero He 3Haw?
— OH HacyeT 3TOro TakK FOBOPW/, TOYHO ero AeHbru-To...
WrHaT OTKUHYJICA Ha CMUHKY Kpecsila U pacxoxoTasiCsa elle CU/ibHee.

— AX CTapbli® BOpOH, a? 3TO Tbl BEpPHO... [/9 Hero YTo CBOU AeHblIU, YTO MOMU BCé
eAMHO ,— BOT OH W APOXWUT... Llenb eCcTb Y Hero, Nblicoro... Hy-kKa CKaxu Kakan?

éoma nopgyman v ckKkasan:

He 3Haw...

3! CoeAVHUTb OH AEHbIMM-TO XO4yeT...

Kak 37107

Ja Hy, poraaancs!..
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doma nocMmoTpen Ha oTua U — Aoraganca. JiMuo ero rnoTemMHesno, OH NpuBCTan C Kpecna,
peunTenbHO CKa3aB:

— HeT, 5 He Xxo4y! S Ha Hel He XeHHCb!

— 07 YTo Tak? [eBKa 3A0poBas, Hersynas, OAHa Yy oTuad...

A Tapac? Nponawun-To?

— MNponawu — nponan, O HeMm, CTano 6bITb, U peyb BECTU He CTOUT... ECTb JyXOBHas,
M B Hel CKasaHo: «Bce Moe ABUXUMOE U HeABUXUMOoe — Ao4vyepu Moein JIboBU...» A
HacyeT TOro, 4YTO cecTpa oHa Tebe KpecToBasd, — obnaaum. ..

BCé paBHO, — TBepAO CKa3an ®oMa, — S Ha HEW He XeHKCb!

Hy, 06 >TOM paHO roBOPUTb... OAHAKO — 4YTO 3TA OHA KAK He Mo Ayuwe Tebe?

He nwbaw 3Takux. ..

Ta-ak! AX Tbl, CKaxuTe, noxanymcrta! Kakue xe Bam, cyaapb, 6osblie Mo BKycCy?..

— KoTopble nonpolle... OHa TaM C FMMHA3UCTaMyM Ja C KHUXKAMKU... ydyeHas cTana!l..
CMeATbCA b6yAeT Hajdo MHOW... — B3BOJIHOBAHHO roBOpun doma.

— 3To, MONOXUM, BepHO, — OOMKA OHa — He B Mepy... HOo 3To — nycToe geno! BcsAkas
PXaBUMHA OYMILAETCHA, eXenn PYKM NPUIOKUTb... A KPECTHbIA TBOWM — YMHbI CTapuK. ..
XUTbe ero 6bN0 CNOKOWHOe, cuasiyee, Hy, OH, CUAS HA OAHOM-TO MecTe, U Ayman 060
BCeM... ero, 6parT, CTOUT MOCNyWwaTb, OH BO BCAKOM XMTEACKOM jefie U3HAHKY BUAUT. ..
OH Yy Hac — pUCTOKpaT — OT MaTyWwKW EKaTepuHbl! MHOro ob cebe noHuMaeT... U Kak poj

€ro UCKopeHuncs B Tapace, TO OH U pewnn — Tebs Ha MecTo Tapaca MOCTaBUTb,
YyBCTBYEWb?

— HeT, yx s cam cebe mecTo Bbibepy, — ynpsMo cka3lan ¢ooma.

— nyn ewe Tbl...— YCMeXHYJCs oTel. WX pa3roBop Ob1 npepBaH nNpue3noMm TeTKu
AHOUCHI. . .

— oomywka! Mpuexan...— Kpuyasna OHa rjae-To 3a ABepsAMuM. doMa BCTaa U nowen

HaBCTpe4yy el, nackoBo ynbibasch. ..

...BHOBb XM3Hb €ro noTek/sa MeAsIeHHO M 0AHO0DOPa3HO. COXPAHMB MO OTHOWEHMWID K CbiHY
TOH A06pOAYWHO HACMEWIMBLIA U MOOWPUTENbHbIA, OTel B obWemM cTan OTHOCUTbLCS K Hemy
CTpoxXe, CTaBA €My Ha BWA KaxXAylw Menoyb WM BCE yaue HanoMuHasi, YTO OH BOCMUTHIBAN
ero cBoboAHO, HM B YeM He CTeCHsAN, HUKOrAa He b6bun.

— Jlpyrve oTubl Bawero bpaTa noJieHbsAMM bObOT, a A nanbuem Tebs He TpoHyn!

— BUAHO, He 3a 4YTO 6bUIO, — CMNOKOMHO 3afABW/I OAHaXAbpl doma.

UrHaT paccepauwica Ha CblHA 3a 3TU CJ/iI0OBA U TOH.

— MoroBopu! — 3apbiMan oH. — Habpancs xpabpocCcTu noj MArKOW-TO PYKOW... Ha BCsKoe
C/IOBO OTBET HAaXOoAMwb. CMOTPU — pyKa MOA XOTb W MArkas Obbia, HO ewe Tak CxaTb
MOXET, UYTO y Tebs M3 NATOK cne3bl 6pbi3HYT!.. CKOpPO Tbl BLIPOC — KakK rpub-noraHka,

YyTb OT 3eM/IN noaHANCA, a YX BOHAeWb...

— 3a YTO Tbl CEpPAMWLCHA HA MeHA? — HeAOYMEHHO CNpocun doma oTua, Koraa ToT 6bin B
J0bpoM HaCTpOEeHUU. . .

— A Tbl He MOXellb CTepneThb, KOorja oTel, BOPYUT Ha TebA... B crnop cemyac neseub!..
— Dla Beab OBUAHO... 9 XyXe He CTal... BUXY A Belb, KaK BOH JApyrve B MOU neTa
XUBYT. ..

— He oTBanuMTCA y Teba ronosa, exenu 8 pyrHy Tebs uMHOW pa3... A pyraiwcb noTomy
YTO BUXY B Tebe YTO-TO He Moe... UYTO OHO — He 3Haw, a BUKY-eCTb... W BpeaHOoe OHO
Tebe...
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3TN CnoBa OTua 3acTaBuiu éomy rny60Ko 3aaymatbCca. OH CcaM 4YyBCTBOBaJ1 B cebe
YyTO-TO OCOobeHHOe, OT/MYyaBlLlee ero oT CBepCTHMUKOB, HO TOXe He MOI NMOHATb — YTO 3TO
Takoe? M nojo3puTenbHO cneaun 3a coboun. ..

EMYy HpaBwiocb 6biBaTb Ha Bupxe, B WymMe M FOBOpPE COMWUAHLIX JIOAEN, COBEepWaBWMKX
ThICAYHbIE Aena; eMmMy NbCTWIO NoYyTeHue, C KOTOpbiM 340pPOBajNCh, Pa3roBapuMBann C HUM,
®omMOlN FopaeeBbiM, MeHee bHoraTble MPOMLIC/IOBbIE N0AM. OH YYBCTBOBaN Ccebs CYACT/IMBLIM M
ropapiM, ecnu nopon emy yaaBanoCb pPacnopaaMTbCA 3a CBOM CTpax 4YeM-Hubyab B
OTLOBCKOM Aefie U 3aCNYXUTb OA0BPUTE/NIbHYI YCMelWwKy oTua. B Hem 6bl10 MHOMO
4ecTo/MbMBOro CTpeMseHNs — Ka3aTbCA B3POC/bIM W [Ae/I0BbiIM YE€/IOBEKOM, HO XU/ OH
OAMHOKO, KaK paHblle, U He YyBCTBOBa/ CTPEM/IEHUA WMETb APY3€eW, XOTH KaxAabll AeHb
BCTpeyasncs CO MHOMMMM U3 fAeTel KynuoB, CBEPCTHMKAMW CBOMMM. He pa3 OHuU
npurnawany ero MNoKyTUTb, HO OH rpyboBaTo U NpeHebpexuTenbHO OTKa3biBANCA OT
npurnaweHnin 1 aaxe nocMemBasncs:

— BOWCb... Y3HaWT OTUbl BaWM MNPO 3TU KyTexu, Aa Kak buTb BacC CTaHyT, Moxanyw, u
MHEe OT HMX nonajeT no uwee...

EMy He HpPaBWIIOCb B HUX TO, YTO OHWU KYTAT U pa3BpPaTHAUYAWT TUXOHbKO OT OTLOB, Ha
JEeHbIM, YKpaJeHHble U3 OTUOBCKMX KAacC WIM B3SATble MOJ AOJIFOCPOYHbIE BEKCEeNs U
bonbwme NpoueHTbl. OHM TOXe He Nbunum ero 3a 3Ty CAEPKAHHOCTb, B KOTOPOM
YYBCTBOBa/IM FOpPAOCTb, OOMAHYI WM.

OH YyacTo BChomMuMHan Manarew, M CHadyana emy b6bio TOCK/IMBO, Koraa obpa3 ee
BCMbIXMBAN B ero BoobpaxeHwn... HO Bpems WAO, CTUPANIO MOHEMHOrY SIpKME KpacKu C
3TON XEeHUWHbl, W HEe3aMeTHO AJiIA Hero MecTo B MeyTax ero 3aHsAsa MajsieHbkas,
aHresnonoaobHas MeabHCKAs. OHA MOYTU KaxXAoe BOCKpeCeHbe 3ae3xasna K UrHaty ¢
pa3Nn4yHeIMKM npocbbammn, B obWEM UMEBWUMU OAHY LeNib, — YCKOPUTb MOCTPONKY
HOUYNIeXHOIro AoMa. B ee MPUCYTCTBUM dOMa YYBCTBOBASI CeDOS HEYKJIOXMM, O POMHbIM,
TAXEsNbIM; 3TO 0bMXasno ero, M OH rycTO KpacHesn Moj JlacKOoBbIM B3rnsaoM bonbwmx rnas
Codbu MaBNOBHbI. OH 3aMeyan, 4YTO Kaxapld pa3, Korja oHa CMOTpena Ha Hero, rnasa ee
TemMHenu, a BepxHas ryba B3aparvBana M 4YyTb-4YyTb NpUMNOAHMManacb KBepxy, obHaxas
KpoweyHble benble 3ybbl. 3TO BCcerpa nyrano ero. OTel, NOAMETUMB e€ro B3rnsjpl Ha
MedblHCKY0, CKa3al emy:

— Tbl HE OYeHb MANb rfla3a-To Ha 3Ty poxuuy. OHa, CMOTPU, — KakK 6epe3oBbii Yrosib:
CHapyxu OH bblBaeT TakoW Xe BOT CKPOMHbIM, [/1aAKWUA, TEeMHEHbKWW, — KaXUCb, COBCEM
XONMOAHbI, — @ BO3bMM B PYKY, — OXFeT...

MeapIHCKasA He Bo36ymAana B OHOlle YyBCTBE€HHOIo BJeYyeHUA, B Hel He 6bUIO HUYEro
noxoxero Ha Manarew, w” 3006me OoHa 6blla HEMOHATHa emy. OH 3Hajs, 4YTO NpPO Hee
paccka3biBalT 3a30pHO, HO 3TOMY He Bepwi. OAHAKO OH WU3MEHWN OTHOolWeHue K Hewn,
Koraa yBuaan ee B KOJACKe cmnﬂmeﬁ paaoM C TONCTbIM 6apMHOM B cepoﬁ wnane n c

OJIVHHBIMM KOCUYKAaMM BOJIOC Ha mJiedyax. JiMuo y Hero 6bin10, Kak ny3blpb, — KpacHoe,
HaayToe; HW yCOB, HMU 60p0AH He 6blIo Ha HeM, N BeCb 3TOT Y4YeNnoBekK 6bl1 MOXOX Ha
nepeoAeTyl XeHWUHy... doMe CKa3aim, 4YTO 3TO ee MyX... Torga B HeM BCMbIXHY/N

TeMHble U NpoTuBOopeYnBble YYBCTBA: €My 3aX0TesioCb obnaeTb dpXNUTeKTopa, U B TO Xe
BpeMAa OH MOYYBCTBOBA/l 3aBUCTb M YyBaXeHUe K HeMy. MepablHCKAsA MNoKa3aslaCb MeHee
Kpacneou u“ bonee AOCTYyNHOU; eMy CTaJl0o Xalb ee, U BCe-TaKu OH 3/10pagHO noAayMman:

«MNpOTUBHO en, JONXHO ObITb, KOraa OH ee uenyert...»

M 3a BCeM 3TUM OH, MOpow, owyuwan B cebe KaKkyw-TO 6e340HHYW, TOMUTE/NbHYH NYCTOTY,
KOTOPOM He 3anosiHANW HM Brne4yaT/IeHUs UCTeKWero AHSA, HU BOCMOMUHAHUA O AABHUX; U
bupxa, 1 pena, U Aymbl O MeAbIHCKOM — BCE norjowasnocb 3TOWM NyCTOTOW... Ero
TpeBOXWia OHa: B TeMHOM rnybuHe ee OH nojo3peBan NpuTauBlieecs CylleCTBOBaHUe
Kakon-To BpaxaebHon emy cunbl, noka eue bechopMeHHOW, HO yXe OCTOPOXHO U
HACTOMYNBO CTPEMUBLIENCS BOMIOTUTHLCS. . .

A MexAy TeM MUrHaTt, Mano U3MEeHASACb NO BHEWHOCTU, CTAHOBWUICA BCE bonee
6eCHOKOMHHM, BOPY/MBbLIM U BCE vaule xanoBajCA Ha HeAOMOraHbe.

— COH 2 noTepsasn... bbiBano, APbIXHY — XOTb KOXY C MeHs ciaepu, He ycabwy! A Tenepb
BOpoYawcChb, BopoYawcb C boka Ha 6ok, eaBa noj yTpo YCHy... Cepiue 6beTCS HepoOBHO,
TO KaK 3arHaHHoe, 4acTo TakK — TYK-TYK-TyK... a TO BApPYr 3ampeT, KaXuCb, BOT
cenvyac oTopBeTCA Ja U ynajeT KyAa-To, B Hejpa camble... MoMmunyn msa, boxe, no
Benuuen MmaocTu TBoen!..
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WU, NOKAsHHO B3AbiXxas, OH MOAHUMAN K Heby rnasa, yxe MyTHble, YyTpaTUBLWE XUBOW,
YMHbIA Oneck.

— CTepexeT MeHsi CMepTb rae-To nobaM3ocTu, — FrOBOPW OH YIrpHOMO, HO MOKOPHO.
N DeACTBUTENbHO — CKOPO OHA OMPOKWHYNa Ha 3emnio ero 60/blioe, MOWHOE Teso.

3TO CAYyYMnoCb B aBrycTe, paHHMM YTpoM. doMa Kpenko cnana v BAPYr MNOYyBCTBOBas,
YTO ero TPACYT 3a NAeY0 M XPUNAbIM FONOC FyAUT Haj €ro yxoM:

— BcTaBau...

OH OTKpbIT rnasa M yBuaan, 4TO OTel CUAMT Ha CTysie y ero KpoBaTu, OAHO3BYYHO U
r/lyXo MOBTOPSASA:

— BcTaBaw, BcTaBan!..

TONBKO 4YTO B30OWIO COJIHUE, WU CBET ero, sexaBuun Ha 6enoi NoNnoTHAHOW pybaxe
WrHaTa, ele He yTpaTW/ PO30BOM OKPACKMU.

— PaHO, — cka3asn ¢oma, MNOTArMBASCH.

— Mocne BbICAUWLCA. . .

JleHnBo KyTasCcb B ojesno, édoma cnpocun:
— ANM HaAo 4TOo?

— Dla BCTaHb Tbl, bpaTeu Mon, noxanymcrta! — BOCKAMKHYN WUrHaT u obuxeHHo aobaBun: —
CTano 6biThb, HaAo, KOMU ByXy...

BCcmoTpeBWXUCb B NMUO OTua, $OMa yBuAasa, 4YTO OHO Cepo, ycCcTano.

He3aopoBuTCA Tebe? [lokTopa, 4YTO Nn?

— Hy ero! — MaxHyn WrHaT pykon. — Yam, s He MONOAEHbKUM... U 6e3 Toro 3Haw...

- Yyt0?

— Ja... yX 3Haw! — TAUHCTBEHHO CKa3aj CTapuK U CTPAHHO KaK-TO Ornsjen KOMHaTy.
oomMa ojeBasnca, a oTel, ero, OonNycTUB roONOBY, MeA/I€HHO FOBOPWN:

— [bwatb 60K0Cb... Takas y MeHA MbiClb, 4TO, €CAM A B3JOXHY Tenepb BCeW rpyAbl, —
cepaue AOIKXKHO JIONHYTb... CeroAHAa BOCKpeceHbe! Mocjse paHHeNn-To 0beAHM 3a MOMOM
nownu. . .

— YTo Tbl 3Ta, nanawa! — ycmexHyncs ¢éoma.

— Huyero s... YMbIBAWCs ja uMAM B Caj... Benen s Typa camoBap nojaThb... Ha
YyTPEHHEeM-TO XO0/JI04Ke W MOoNbeM 4aw... O4YeHb MHe 4yaw Xo4yeTcs, FycToro, ropsdyero...

CTapuK TaAXeno noaHaAnACA COo CTysa WU, HeTBepao CcTynas 60CbiMK HOrammM, COrHyBUWWUCH,
ywesn M3 KOMHAThl. ®OMa NMOCMOTpen BCaep OoTuy, KOMWWMKM XO0J0J4 CTpaxa cxan ero
cepjaue. Hackopo yMmbIBIIMCb, OH CMNewHO nouwesna B Caj...

TaMm noj cTapou pasBecucTon sbnoHen, B bonbwom AyboBOM Kpecne cuaen oTel.
CONMHeYHbIM CBeT Najan CKBO3b BETBM JepeBa TOHKMMM NeHTamum Ha benyiw Gurypy cTapuka
B HOYHOM 6enbe. B casy 6bUI0O TaK BHYWATENbHO TUXO, YTO Aaxe WeNecT BETKW,
HeYassHHO 3a4eTOW nnaTbeM ®OMbl, MOKa3asCA eMy IPOMKWUM 3BYKOM, — OH B3APOrHYI...
Ha cTone CTosAn cCaMoBap, MypJblkas, KaK CbiThid KOT, W BbibpacbiBan B BO3AYyX CTpPYH
napa. B TUwMHe U CBexel 3eNeHn caja, HakKaHyHe OMbITOM ODWIbHbLIM AOXAEM, SpKOe
NATHO HaxanbHO CUSAIWEN WYMHOM MeAM NOKa3asoCb dOME HEHYXHbIM, He MOAXOASWWUM KO
BpeMeHu, MecTy U YYBCTBY, KOTOpOe poAWIOCbL B HeM npu Buae 60NbHOro, corbeHHOro
cTapuka, oaeToro B benoe, OAMHOKO CUAAWErO MOJA KPOBOM TEMHO-3€/1I€HOW JINCTBbI, B
KOTOpPOM CKPOMHO MpSATaNUCh pyMsiHble S0JI0KWU.

— Caaucb, — CKasan WUruar...
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— NocnaTb 6bl 3a AOKTOPOM-TO...— HepeuwunTesibHO nocoBeToBa/l CblH, yCaXumBadaACb MNPOTUB
Hero. ..

— He Hapo... Ha BO34yXe-TO OTOUWJIO 6¥ATO... A BOT 4aiw Xﬂe6H¥, dBOCb U elle nerye
6yAeT...— roeopun UrHaTt, HaamBasa 4yau, U ooma Buaen, UYTO YaMHUK TpACeTCA B pyke
oTua.

Mon4ya noABMHYB K cebe CTaKaH, $OMa HAKJIOHW/ICA HAA HUM U C TAXKECTb B cepaue
cnywan rpomkoe, KOPOTKOe AbiXaHuMe oTua. ..

BApyr 4TO-TO CTYKHYJI0O MO CTOJlY TakK FPOMKO, 4YTO nocyaa 3ajpoxana.

domMa B3APOrHyN, BCKUHYN FOJIOBY U BCTPETWICA C UCMYraHHbIM, MNOYTU 663yMHHM
B3rnaaomMm otua. UrHat CMOTpes Ha CblHA U XPUMJIO wWenTan:

— d6noko ynano... MNOCTpenu ero ropon! Beab KakK M3 PyXbS FPOXHYJO... a?

— Tebe KOHbAKY Obl B 4Yah-TO... — MPeAsIOXUI doma.

— W Tak najHo...

3amMonyanum. .. CTas YMKen npoHecnacb Haj CajoM, paccChiNaB B BO34yXe 3a[0pPHO BecCesbli

webeT. U cHoBa 3penyr KpacoTy cCajaa obHsANo TOpXeCTBEeHHOe MOJlYaHue. Yxac BCE eue
He ucyesan M3 rna3 UrHata...

— rocnoam mmcyce Xpucrte! — BRnonrosnoca 3aroBOpus OH, UCTOBO KpecTACb. — H-ja...
BOT OH W Hactynun, — nocnegHMmM-T1o 4acC XU3HWU...
— MonHo, nanawa! - npowentan éoma.

Yero nosHo?.. BOT nonbeMm 4aw, Tbl NOWIM 3a NOMNOM Aa 3a KYMOM. ..

A nydwe cenvac...

— Cellyac K obepgHe yYAapAT... nona HeT... Aada WU HeKyda ToponntbCA, MOXeT, ele
oTonapeT. ..

M OH cTan rpomko cxnebeiBaTh 4Yam C 6moaua. ..

— Hapo 6bl MHe roa, ABa ele MOXUTb... MoJIOA Tbl... O4YeHb bowcb A 3a Teba! Xusu
YEeCTHO M TBepAO... YyXoro He xenan, cBoe beperu Kpenko...

EMYy TPYAHO 6bUIO FOBOPUTb, OH OCTAHOBMW/ICA M MOTEp rpyiAb PYKOW.

— Ha naed — He HaAeWCsi... MHOMOro OT HMUX He XAW... Mbl BCe AN TOrO XuMBEM, 4TOObI
B3ATb, @ He JaTb... O, rocnoau! nomunym rpewHuka!

roe-To BAANM FYCTOW 3BYK KOJIOKOJIA ynai B TUWMHY yTpa. WUrHAT C CbIHOM TPWXAbl
nepekpecTunnco. . .

3a nepBbIM KPUKOM MeAuM pa3fancs BTOPOW, TPeTUM, M CKOPO BO3AYX HAMOMHWAM 3BYKWU
bnarosecTa, [AOHOCMBUIMECA CO BCEX CTOPOH, — MNJaBHble, MepHble, FPOMKO 30BYyuMe. ..

— BOT 1 K obeaHe yaapuwin, — CKa3asl WUrHat, BCAyWMBAACb B ryn mMeau... — Tbl
KOJ1IOKOJ1a no ronaocy 3Haewb?

— HeT, — oTBe4yan ¢ooma.

— BOT 3TOT — C/iblwmwb? — 6ACOBLIM TaKoOW, 3TO y HWKONbl, MeTpa MATpuya BaruHa
XepTBa... a 3TOT, C XPUMOTOW, 3TO y MpacKeBbl MATHULbI. . .

MNowume BOJIHbI 3BOHA Konebanu BO34AYyX, HACbIWEHHBIN UMW, U TasnM B SCHOW CUHEBEe Heba.
éomMa 3aAyMUYMBO CMOTpen Ha MU0 oTua M Buaesn, 4YTo TpeBOora umcyesaet U3 rnas ero,
OHU OXUBNAKTCA. ..

Ho BAPYr AMLO CTAapuKa FyCcTO MOKPACHeno, rjasa pacuuvpuincb U BbiIKATWINCL U3 0opbuT,
pPOT YAMBNEHHO PACKPLUICA, a M3 ropsia BbUleTen CTPaHHbIM, WANAWAA 3BYK:
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- ... O... axx...

Bcnep 3a TeMm rosioBa MrHata OTKayHysllaCb Ha Mieyvyo, a ero rpysHoe Tesio MeAsIeHHO
Monon3/io C Kpecsia Ha 3em/l, TOYHO 3eMmsisl BJIACTHO MOTAHyNa ero K cebe. HeCKONbKO
CeKyHA doMa He ABUrascsa u Moa4vasn, CO CTPAXOM U U3YMJIeHMEeM rAAAA Ha oTua, HO
noTtom 6pocuncs K UrHaTty, NPUNOAHAN €ro roJioBy C 3eMiIu U B3TJISHYN B JINLO eMmy.
Jnuo 610 TeMHoe, HenoABWXHOE, U WMPOKO OTKPbIThle rfa3a Ha HeM He Bblpaxaau
HUYero: HW 60nM, HU CTpaxa, HU PAAOCTU... dOMA OrNAAHYNCHA BOKPYr cebsa: Kak u
paHble, B Cafy HUKOro He 6bIO, a B BO3AyXe BCE nsaBaj TyJIKUA TOBOP KOJIOKOJIOB. . .
PYKM ®OMbl 3aApOXanuv, OH BbIMYCTWI M3 HWUX FOJIOBY OTUA, M OHA TYyMno yaapwiacb O
3eMN0. .. TeMHas, NUnKas KPOBb TOHKOW CTPYEN MoAunacb U3 OTKPLITOrO pTa Mo CUHEN
weke. ..

ooma ypapun cebs pykamm B rpylb W, CTOS HA KOJIEHAX Mpej TPYMnoM, AUKO U TPOMKO
3akpuyan... U BeCb TPSACCHA OT yxaca U H6e3yMHbIMM rnasamm BCE UCKAN KOro-To B
3eNeHn caja. ..

IV

CMepThb OTua owenoMuna $oMy M HaAMNOMHWAA €ro CTPaHHbIM OWYLleHVMeM: B Aywy emy
BAUNAacCb TUWWHA, — TAXenas, HenoABWXHAs TUWWHA, 6e30TBETHO MorJjouwaBlas BCe 3BYKU
XMU3HU. BOKpPYIr Hero CyeTWIUCb 3HaKOMble JiioAu; SIBASSINCb, MCYe3au, YTO-TO FOBOpPWUIU
€My, — OH OTBeYajs UM, HO PeYu UX He Bbi3bIBASIN B HEM HUKAKUX MpPeACTaABIEHUN,
beccnegHo ytonas B 6e340HHOM FnybuMHe MepTBOrO MOMYAHMA, HAMNONHABWEro Aywy ero.
OH He nJakasa, He TOCKOBa/l U He AyMa/l HA O YeM; Yrpombii, O6reaHbii, HaxmypuB 6poBu,
OH COCpPejoTOYEeHHO BCAYWMBANCA B 3TY TUWMHY, KOTOpas BbITECHMNA U3 Hero BcCe
yyBCTBa, OnycTowuna ero cepaue v, Kak TUCKamu, Cxana MO3r.

MoXopoHaMK pacnopsaxanca MasgkuH. OH cnewHo u 6oapo 6eran No KoMHaTaMm, TBEPAO
NocTykuBas Kabnykamm canor, XO3sSMCTBEHHO MOKPWUKUBAN HA MPUCNYry, Xnaonan
KpeCcTHMKa Mo MJiedyy U yTewan ero:

— A Tbl, MapeHb, 4Yero okameHen? OTel, 6bN CcTap, BeTX MAOTh... BCEM HaM CMepTb
yroTtoBaHa, ee xe He u3berHewb... CTano bbiTb, He CneAyeT npexie BpemeHu
MepTBeTb... Thl €r0 He BOCKpecCullb Nne4yasnbi, U eMy TBOeW CKopbu He Hajgo, ubo

CKa3aHo: «Erpa Aaywa oOT Tejsla MMAaTb HYyXAew BOCXUTUTUCA CTPpAllHbIMKA arrenbl — BCeX
3abbiBaeT CPOAHNKOB WU 3HaeMblX...», 3HAYUT, BeCb Tbl ANA Hero Ttenepb HWYero He
3Ha4yullb, XOTb Tbl MJ1a4b, XOTb CMeUcCs... A XUBON O XUBOM newnucb AONXeH... Tbl nydyue
nnayb — 3TO [AeNI0 4YesioBeYyecKkoe... O4YeHb obnervyaetr cepaue. ..

HO u 3T peyn HMUYero He 3ajeBa/M HM B rojsioBe, HU B cepaue $OMbl.

OH OYHYJNICA B AeHb NOXOPOH bnarosaps HaCTOMYMBOCTU KPECTHOro, BCE Bpems yCepAHO M
cBoeobpa3Ho cTapaBwerocsa Bo3OyAMTb ero NOAABJIEHHYK Aywy.

JleHb NOXOpOH 6bin obnaveH M xmyp. B Tydye rycToW nbian 3a rpobom UrHaTa roppeesa
YepHOW MaCcCoW Tekna OrpomMHas TO/Na Hapojaa; CBepKano 30/10TO pU3 AYXOBEHCTBA,
rAyXon WyM ee MeA/IeHHOr0 ABUXEHMA CAMBANCA C TOPXKECTBEHHOM My3blKOW Xopa
apxMepencknux neBYMx. doOMy TOJIKAAM U C3aAM U C BOKOB; OH e, HUYEro He BuAA,
KpoMe cefoN ronoBbl OTUA, W 3ayHbIBHOE MNeHMe OTAABAaNOCb B FPyAW €ro TOCK/IUBbIM
3XOM. A MasikKUH, WA PALOM C HUM, HA30WIMBO U HEYCTAHHO WenTas eMy B Yuu:

— FNnaaM, CKONIbKO Hapoay npeT — Tbhicaum!.. Cam rybepHaTop npuwen oTua TBOEro
NPOBOAUTbL. .. FOPOACKOW rofioBa... MOYTU BCHA AyMmMa... a c3aam Tebs — obepHucb-ka! —
Codbsa MaBnoOBHA MAET... MOYTWMA ropoj MrHaTa...

CHayana doMa He BCAYWMBAICA B WENOT KPECTHOrO, HO Korjga TOT CKasal eMy O
MeAblHCKOM, OH HEBONbHO OFNAHYNCA Ha3aj M yBuaan rybepHaTopa. ManeHbkas Kanenbka
Yero-To MPUATHOIO KaHyna B Aylly €ro npu BuAe 3TOr0 BaXHOrO YesloBeKa B SPKOM
NleHTe Yepe3 Njeyo, B OpAeHax Ha rpyau, M waraBwero 3a rpobom C rpycTbi Ha
CTpPOroMm nuue.

— «BnaxeH nNyTb, B OHb Xe WUAeWW AHeCb, Aylle...» — TUXOHbKO Hanemasn SKOB
TapacoBu4Y, NOBOAS HOCOM, W CHOBA WeNTasn B YXO KpecCcTHUKa: — CeMbAecsAT NATb TbiCAY
pybneit — Takas CcyMMa, 4YTO 3a Hee MOXHO CTOJIbKO Xe W MpOoBOXaTbiX MoTpeboBaTh. ..
Cnbixan Tbl, YTO COHbKA-TO B COPOYMHbI KAaK pa3 3aknaiky ycTpauBaeT?

®oMa BHOBb ObDepHyncs Hasap, W rnasa ero BCTPeTWIUCH C rnasamm MefblHCKOW. OT ee
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nackawuwero B3rnasaa oH riyboko B3AOXHYJl, U eMy cpa3y CTaJio Jierye, TOYHO ropsYuUi
Ny4y CBeTa MPOHWK B ero Aywy M 4YTOo-TO pacTasno Tam. U TyT xe OH coobpasun, 4TOo He
nogobaeT emy BepTeTb IOJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHb B CTOPOHY.

B LEePKBU Aylla ®OMbl HANUTaNaCb TOPXECTBEHHO MPAYHOW MO33UeNn NUTYPrum, U Korpa
paspanca TporaTesbHbidA NpPU3biB: «MpuUnanTe, MNocsiejHee LeNIOBaHUE AaauM», U3 Tpyau
€ro BbipBA/IOCb TAKOE FPOMKOEe BoOWllee pbiAaHMEe, 4YTO Tojina BCKOJbIXHY/MACb OT 3TOro
Kpuka ckopbu.

KPpUKHYB, OH NnoOwaTHy/N1CA Ha Horax. KPECTHHﬁ TOTYAC Xe noaxBaTwuni ero noa pykKu u
CTasl TOJIKaTb KO rpo6y, HaneBaa AOBOJIbHO FPOMKO U C KAaKUM-TO a3apToOM:

— «leny-y-nTe 6biBWEro BMasne C Ha-amu» — uenym, doma, uenyn! «npegaertca 6o
rpo-oby, Ka-ameHeM MOKpbIBAeTCS... BO TbMy BCesii-aeTcsi, C MepTBbMU
norpebaercs...»

®oMa MPUKOCHYNCA rybamm Ko nby oTua M C yxXacom OTNPsHYyNn oT rpoba.

— Tvwe! C Hor 6bo cumb...— BRONArosioca 3ameTun emy MasikuH, U 3TU NpPOCTbie,
CMOKOUHbIe CJsioBa noppepxann ooMy TBepxe, 4YeM pyKa KpecCcTHOro.

— «3pswa Mms be3rnacHa u besabixaHHa npeasexawa, BochniavybTe 060 MHe, bpaTus u
APY3U...» — MPOCWU UrHaT ycTamu LEpPKBM. HO ero CbiH yXe He njakaja: yxac Bo3byauno
B HeM YyepHoe, BChNyXwee NULO OTULA, M 3TOT YXaC HECKOJIbKO OTpe3BWI ero ayuy,
YMNOEHHYI0 TOCK/IMBOM MY3blIKOM MNjlaya LEepKBM O FpellHOM CbiHe ee. Ero obcTynuau
3HaKOMble, BHYWWTENbHO W NIACKOBO YyTewas; OH Ciaywan UX W MOHWMaN, YTO BCE OHWU ero
XanewT U OH CTaN AOpPOr BCEM. A KPECTHbI WenTal B yXO eMmy:

— 3ameyan, KakK OHU K Tebe nactaTcA... YYKT KOTbl Cano...

3TK cnoea 6binu HenpuAaTHbl $OMe, HO 6blIN  NOIE3Hbl eMy TemM, 4YTO 3acCTaBaAaA/IM ero Tak
Wn nHavye BHYTpPEeHHe OTK/IMKAaTbCA Ha HUX.

Ha knaabuuwe, nNpu NeHUM BEYHOW MNaMATU, OH CHOBA FOPbLKO U FPOMKO 3apblAan. KpeCTHbIN
TOoTYyac Xe CXBAaTWMB €ro noj PyKy M MOBeJ Mpo4Yb OT MOrWIbl, C CEpALEM FOBOpPSA eMmy:

— DKOW Tbl, bpaT, ManoAywHbIA! ANM MHE ero He Xanko? Beib S HAaCTOAWYW LEHY emy
3HaN, a Tbl TO/NIbKO CbIHOM 6bUI. A BOT He nnady f... Tpu AecsATKA JieT C JIUWKOM
NPOXWanM Mbl Aylla B Aylly C HUM... CKONbKO FOBOpPeHO, CKOJIbKO AYMaAHO... CKOJIbKO rops
BMecTe BbIMMTO!.. Monoa Tbl — Tebe nu ropeeaTb? BCSA XM3Hb TBOA Bnepeau, u byaeuwb
Tbl BCAKOW Apyxbon boraT. A s CcTap... M BOT €AMHOIr0O Apyra CXOPOHWI U CTaNn Tenepb
KaK HUWWWA... HEe HaXUTb YX MHe ToBapwvwa Ana Ayum!

rofoC cTapuka CTpaHHO 3aapebe3xan M 3ackpunen. Ero /MU0 NepeKkoCUNoChb, ry6bl
pPacTAHYANCh B 6OMbUYID FpUMacy M APOXanu, MOPUMHbBI CbeXWUIUCb, U MO HUM K3
MaJIeHbKUX [N1a3 TeKAW ce3bl, MeJKue U YacTble. OH Ob1 TaK TporaTesNibHO XafoK M He
MOXOX CaM Ha cebsa, 4TO doOMa OCTAHOBWICA, MNpUxXan ero K cebe C HEXHOCTbW CUALHOIO
N TPEBOXHO KPUKHYN:

— He nnaybTe, nanawa... rOﬂy6HMK! He nnaybTe...

— To-To BOT! — cnabo nporoBopun MasikvH U, TSXeno B3AOXHYB, BAPYI CHOBA
npeBpaTUICA B TBEPAOrO M YMHOIrO CTapukKa.

— Tebe pacnyckaTb HWOHW HeNb3f...— TAMHCTBEHHO 3aroBOPW OH, CaAfCb B KOJNACKY
PAAOM C KPECTHUKOM. — Tbl Ternepb — MOJKOBOAEL, HAa BOWHE W AOJIXEH CBOUMMU
COMAATUKAMU KOMAHAOBATb Xpabpo. A CONAATUKM TBOU — pybnu, u y Tebsa ux 6o-onblias
apmus... Bown, 3Han!

®oMa, YAMBJIEHHbIN BLICTPOTOM €ro npeBpaleHus, CAywan ero cjoBa, M NOYEMYy-TO OHMU
HanoMHUNIN emy 06 yaapax TexX KOMbeB 3eM/u, KOTOpbIMA Jiloau bpocann B MOrwny WUrHaTta,
Ha rpob ero.

— FoBopun nu Tebe OTew-TO, UYTO A CTAPUK YMHbBIM MU YTO HAAO C/ywaTb MeHA?..

— FoBopwn.

— Tbl U cnywan!.. EXenu MOM yM MPUCOBOKYMUTb K TBOEW MOJIOAOW CUSIe — XOPOLYI0
CTpaHuua 49



ooma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
nobesy MOXHO ofepxaTb... OTel TBOW ObU1 KPYMHbLIA 4YenoBeK... [Aa HepaNeko Bhnepep
CMOTpEeN U He yMen MeHs CAywaTbCsa... W B XM3HM OH Opan ycnex He yMOM, a CepALleM
6onblue... OX, YTO-TO M3 Tebs BbMAET... Tbl Nepee3xanh KO MHE, a TO OAHOMY XYTKO
bynet B Aome...

— TeTa TaMm...
— TeTA... OHa XBopaeT... TOXe HejoJ/irad OHAa Xuauua Ha 3emne...
— He rosopuTe nNpo 3TO0, — TUXO Mnonpocun éoma.

— A 5 byay roBopuTb. CMepTu Heyero bosiTbcs Tebe, — Tbl He cTapyxa Ha neunm! Thl
XUBU cebe 6e36093HEHHO M Jenal TO, K yeMy Ha3HayeH. A 4YesloBeK Ha3HauyeH ang
YCTPOEHUA XM3HM Ha 3emne. YenoBeK-KanuTan... OH, Kak pybnb, cocTaBnseTcs U3
APSAHHbIX MeAHbIX Fpowen aa Komneek. M3 nepcTM 3eMHOM, CKa3aHo... A MO Mepe Toro,
Kak obpawaeTcss OH B XW3HWM, BNuUTbIBAaeT B cebs canbue Aa macauue, nNOT Aa clesbl,
06pa3yTCa B HeM AYWOHKA M YMMIIKO... M C TOrO HauyMHAeT OH pacTu U BBepX U
BHU3... TO, MNAAWWb, LEeHa eMy — NATaK, TO MNATUANTbIHHBIA, TO COTHA pybnen... a
6biIBaeT OH M Bbllle BCAKMX LEH... [lywleH OH B obpaleHMe M JOMXKEH IS XW3HM MPOLEHTHI
NPUHECTU. XM3Hb BCEM HaM LLeHY 3HaeT, W paHblle BPEMEHW OHA XOAY HAWero He
OCTAHOBMUT... HUKTO, b6bpaT, cebe B ybLITOK He AeNCTBYeT, €XesM OH YMHbI... Tbl MeHs
cnywaeuwb?

Cnywasw. .

A 4TO Tbl NOHMMaewWwb?

— BCcé...

Bpelwb, 4aW? — YCOMHMUICA MasiKUH.

HO TONbKO — 3ayeM ymupaTb Hapo0? — TUXO CApOCUn doma.
erCTHHﬁ C coxaneHuem B3rnAaHyn B nuMuo emy, noymokan ry6aMM n CKa3san:

— BoT 3TOro yMHHﬁ yesioBeK HUKOorga He CnpocuT. YMHbIN YesloBeK CaM BUAUT, 4YTO exenu

peka — TaK OHa TeyeT Kyjaa-Hubyab... a Kabel oHa cTosdAna, To b6bO 6B HoNoTO. ..
— 3pA Bbl HacMexaeTecCb... — YrpiMO CKasan doomMa. — Mope TOXe BOH HUKYAA, He
TeyerT. ..

— OHO BCe peKn npuHuMaeT B cebsA... u BbiBaT B HeM CuiibHbie bypu... Tak xe u
XUTENCKoe Mope OT NAelr NUTAeTCH BOJIHEHMEM... a CMepTb OOHOBNAET BOJAbl €ro...
pabbl He MPOTYX/U... Kak /ioaM HU MpYyT, a UX BCE 6osblle CTAHOBUTCA. ..

4YTto M3 TOro? OTeu-TO yMmep...

M Tbl ympelb. ..

Tak Kakoe MHe jeno, 4YTo nwaen bonble HpM6HBaeT? — TOCKJ/IMNBO YyCMeXHyJ/ca doma.

— DJ-3Xxe-xe! — B3AOXHYN MasKWUH. — U HUKOMY AO 3TOro Aena HeT... BOT M wWTaHbl TBOM,
HAaBepHO, TaK Xe pacCyxXaawT:. KakKoe HaM Aeno A0 TOoro, 4YTo Ha CBeTe BCAKOU MaTepum
CKO/IbKO YroAHO? HO Tbl UX He CAylaelb— W3HOCUWbL Aa U 6p0CMMb...

®OoMa YKOPU3HEHHO MOCMOTpes Ha KpecTHOro u, — BWUAA, YTO CTapuk ynbibaeTcs,
YAMBUACA M C YBaXeHMEeM CMpOCuA:

— HeyxTo Bbl, nanawa, He bouTecb CMepTU?

— 4, peToyka, nadye Bcero 6owCb rAynocTu, — CO CMUPEHHON AAOBUTOCTbH OTBETUN
MaskuH.— 8 TakK nonarawo: jacT Tebe aypak mMeay — MJHb; AACT MyAapeu Apy — nen!

A Tebe ckaxy: cnaba, 6par, Aywa y epwa, KO/MM Y Hero weTuHKA AplboM He CTOouT...

HacmewnuBble cCsioBa CTapuka obungenu n o3nunu doMy. OH OTBEpHYJICA B CTOPOHY U
CKa3an:
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— He MoxeTe Bbl 6e3 BbIBEpTOB 6e3 3TUX FOBOPUTH. ..

— He Mory! — BOCKJIMKHYN MasikuH, WM rfa3a ero TPEBOXHO 3aurpanv. — Kaxibli roBOpuT
TeM cambiM 5i3bIKOM, KaKoW mMMmeeT. CYpoB sl KaxycCb? Tak, 4YTO /n?

®oma monyan.

— 3X Tbl... Tbl BOT 4TO 3HaM — NWOWUT TOT, KTO Y4uT... TBEPAO 3TO 3HaW... W HacyeT
CMepTU He AyMal... Be3yMHO XMBOMY 4Ye/lOBEKY O CMepTU AyMaTb. «EKKAe3MacT» fydlie
BCeX O HeW noayman, noayman M ckasan, 4YTO Aaxe NCY XUBOMY JNyylwe, 4emM MepTBOMY
NbBY. ..

NMpuexanu AOMOW. BCA ynuua nepej AOMOM Obila 3acTaBjieHA 3KUNAXaMu, U U3 PACKPbITbIX
OKOH B BO34yX NMACA FPOMKUMA FOBOP. KaK TONbKO $doMa ABMACA B 3ane, e€ro CxBaTuiu
NoA PYKU W MoTaWMAW K CTONY C 3aKyckamu, ybexaas ero BbiMUTb U CbeCTb
yero-HuMbyab. B 3ane 6bNO WYyMHO, Kak Ha ba3ape; 6b1O TeCHO M AywHO. doma Monya
BbINMU OAHY PHOMKY BOAKW, ABe, TPWU... BOKPYr Hero 4yaBKaau, 4YMoKanu rybamm,
bynbkana BoOAKa, BblAMBaeMas M3 OYTbiIKM, 3BEHENU PIOMKMW... FOBOpUAM O banbike U
OKTaBe CO/MCTa B apXMepencKoM Xope, M CHOBa O basbike, MU O TOM, UYTO FOPOACKOM
rojsioBa TOXe XOTesl cka3aTb peyb, HO MOCse apxuepes He pewwnscsi, 00sicb cka3aTb Xyxke
ero. KTo-TO C yMWIeHMeM pacCKasbiBas:

— TOKOWHUK Tak Jenan: OTPexXeT JIOMTUK CEMYWKWU, MOMEPYUT ero rycTeHbKo, APYruM
JIOMTUKOM MpPUKPOeT Aa BCJej 3a POMKOW U nowneT.

— MNo-ocneayem ero npumepy! — ryaen ryctom 6ac. ooma, HaxMypuBwWUCb, C 0buaon B
cepaue, CMOTPen Ha XuWpHble rybbl M YenwcTU, XeBaBlIMe BKYCHble ACTBa, eMy XOTenochb
3aKpu4yaTb M BbIFHATb BOH BCEX 3TUX Jio4eil, CONMAHOCTb KOTOPbLIX elle HeaaBHO
BO36yxXAana B HeM yBaXeHMe K HUM.

— A Tbl 6yﬂb nosackoBee, nopa3roBopymBee... — BMOJIF0J10CAa CKa3aJl MasgsKUH, NOABJIAACDH
OKOJ1I0 Hero.

— Yero OHM XpyT 34eCb? B TpaKTMp MPpUWIM, 4YTO NU? — FPOMKO U cO 3nobon ckasan
doma.

— Yuw... — UCNYraHHO 3aMeTWa MasikMH U BbICTPO OrnsHyncs c nwbe3Hon ynblbkonM Ha
nvue.
Ho Obll0 NO3AHO: €ero ysblbka HUYemy He nomornaa. CnoBa ¢OMbl YC/bIXanau, — WyM U FOBOP

B 3ane CTajn yMeHbllaTbCA, HeKOTOpble U3 rocten Kak-ToO ToponanmeBo 3acyeTuUinCb, WHble,
0buxeHHOo HaXMypuBWAUCb, MNONOXUIN BUNKU U HOXU U OTOWIN OT CTOJIa C 3aKyCKamu,
MHOIrMe MCKOCa CMOTpesin Ha $omy.

OH BCTpe4yan 3TW B3rnaabl, He onyckaa rnas, 37101 U MONYanUBbLIN .

— 3a cTon npowy! — Kpuyan MasikuH, MenbKaa B Tosne nwogen, Kak MCKpa B nenje. —
noxanyurte, caguTecb! Cenyac 6nMHbBI pawT.

domMa nepejepHysn naedyamMu U nowen K ABEpsM, FPOMKO CKa3aB:
— 49 obepaTb He byay...

OH Crblwan Henpusi3HEHHbIM Tyn c3aauM cebsi U BKPaAUMBLIA MOJIOC KPECTHOro, rOBOPUBLMMA
KOMY-TO:

— C rops, — Belb MrHaT emy OTUOM U MaTepblo bbini!. .

®oMa npuwen B caj Ha TO MecTo, rae ymep oTel, U Tam cel. YyBCTBO OAMHOYECTBA U
TOCKA [AaBWAM eMy rpyAb. OH pacCTerHyn BOpoT pybawku, 4Tobbl 0bneruynTb ApiXxaHue
cebe, 06/10KOTUACA HA CTOA U, CXAB FOJIOBY PYKaMu, HENOABUXHO 3aMep. HakpanoiBan
MeNKU JOXAWK, NUCTBA SABGMOHM MeNaHXONWYHO WyMena noj yaapamu Kanenb. LONro cuaen
OH, He IWeBeNACb M FAaAs, Kak Ha CTON najawT C A6/0HM MenKue Kanau. OT BbiMUTOM
BOLKM B rOJIOBE ero wymeso, a cepaue cocana obupaa Ha nwojgen. Kakuve-To
HeonpepeNieHHble MbICIN 3aPOXAAIUCb U UCYE3ANIM B HeM; nepej HUM MeNibKajl ToJibil vyepen
KPECTHOro B BeHYMKe cepebpsiHbiX BOJIOC, C TEMHbIM JIMLLOM, MOXOXWM Ha JIMKU CTAPUHHbIX
MKOH. 3TO /MU0 C 6e33ybbiM PTOM U eXUAHOM YnblbKoM, BO36yxAaa y ®OMbl HEMPUA3Hb U
onaceHue, eue 6bonee ycuIivMBaso B HeM CO3HaHMe OAMHOYECTBA. [MOTOM BCMOMHUINCH €My
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KPOTKME rnasa MeAblHCKOM, ee MaseHbKas, CTPOMHAs (Gurypka, a psaaoM C Heln noyvyemy-To
BCTaNa AOPOAHASA, BbICOKAS U pyMmsHas JIobOBb MasikMHA CO CMEWWUMUCHA raasamu u
TOJICTOM 30JIOTUCTO-PYCOM KOCOW. BO3AyX ObU1 MOJIOH YHbUIbIX 3BYKOB... Cepoe Hebo
TOYHO NJakano, M Ha AepeBbsAX APOXA/M XOJIOAHble Cfie3bl. A B Aylwe ®ombl ObUIO0 CyXo,
TEMHO; XyTKOe YyBCTBO CMPOTCTBA HaMoOJIHANO ee... HO M3 3TOro 4yyBCTBa Yyxe
3apoxpaancs BOMpoc:

«Kak XuTb byapy?»

JoXAb CMOYMN ero njaTtbe; OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI APOXb XO0N04a W ywen B AOM...

XU3Hb Jeprana ero CoO BCex CTOPOH, He AaBadA eMy COCpeaoTOuYUTbCHA Ha AyMmax. B
COpPOKOBOW JieHb MO CMepTU MrHaTa OH Moexan Ha LepemMOHU 3aKJafKW HOYIeXHOro aoma,
napagHo oAeTbih U C NPUSTHbIM YYBCTBOM B IFpyAu. HakaHyHe MefblHCKas M3BecTwula ero
NMUCbMOM, 4YTO OH M36paH B 4jleHbl KOMUTETa NO HaA30py 3a MOCTPOMKOA U B MOYETHbIe
uyneHsl TOoro obuwecTtsa, B KOTOPOM OHa MpeacesaTenbCTBOBaNa. EMy MOHPABWIOCbL 3TO, WU
€ro Oo4YyeHb BOJSIHOBasia Ta POJib, KOTOPYW OH AONXeH Obl1 MrpaTb CEroAHsa, MNpuM 3aknajke.
OH exan u AyMan o TOM, KaK BCE 3To byaeT M KAaK HYXHO eMy BecCcTu cebsi, 4yTobbl He
CKOH(Y3UTbCA nepej n0AbMA.

- 21, an! Cron!

OH OrnsiHyNCs, — C TpoTyapa bbicTpo bexan K HemMy MasikuH B COPTyKe A0 MAT, B
BbICOKOM KapTy3e W C OrpOMHbIM 30HTOM B pYyKe.

— Hy-Ka, noaBe3u-Ka MeHA! — roBopun CTapuk, JIOBKO, Kak obe3bsiHa, MPbLIFHYB B
SKuMnax. — 4, Npu3HaTbCA CKasaTb, noaxuaan Tebs, nornaabiBan; Bpemsa, Aymaw, emy
exaThb...

— Bbl Tyaa? — cnpocun ooma.

— A Kak xe? Hajlo MOCMOTpeTb, KaK AeHbrM Apyra Moero B 3em/0 3apbiBaTb byayT.
doMa McCKoca B3r/IAHY/1 Ha Hero M cmosyarn.

— YTo KocuwbcA? Heboncb, M Tbl ToxXe B bBnarojerenn K J0AAM Monpelb?

— DTO KaK, TO eCTb? — CAepxXaHHO cnpocun éoma.

— YuTan s cerojHs B raseTe — B 4YJieHbl Tebs Bm6panm no AOMy-TO Aa elle B 06meCTBO,
B COpbMHO, B MNOYeTHble... BbepeT Tebe B KapMaH 4YNeHCTBO 3TO! B3AO0XHY/ MasikuH.

— He pa3opwcb, 4an?

— He 3Haw s 3TOro...— CbexXWMAHMYaN CTapuK. — S Ha cYeT Toro bonblie, YTO O-Ye€Hb YX
He MyApo 3TO camoe 6naroTBOpPUTE/NIbHOE AEeNno... W jgaxe Tak A CKaxy, 4YTO He Aeno
3TO, a — OAHW BpeAHble MYCTAKU.

— 23To /ASAM-TO MOMOraTb BpPeAHO? — C 3a40pPOM CMNpPOCWUS doma.

— 23X, rosioBa cajoBasi, TO eCTb — KanycTa! — cka3an MasikvH C ynblboykoh. — Tbl BOT
YX0 npuesxam-Ka Ko MHe, s Tebe HacyeT BCEro 3TOro rnas3a OTKPOW... HAaAO Y4YUTb
Tebs! Mpuenewn?

— Xopouwo!

— Hy BOT... A MOKa 4YTO Tbl Ha 3akKJiajke 3TOW AEPXUCb ropao, CTOW Ha BuUAY Yy BCeX.
Tebe 3TOro He ckasaTb, TaK Tbl 3a CMWHY 3a Ybl-HUOYAb ChnpsAYewbCs. . .

— 3a4yeM MHe npATaTbCA? — HEAOBOJILHO CKa3an doma

— W A roBopiw: coBepleHHO He3ayem. [OTOMYy AeHbrM AajeHbl TBOUM OTLOM, a noyeT Tebe

JONXEeH MOWTWU no HacneacTBy. [lo4yeT — Te Xe AeHbrM... C MNOYETOM TOProBOMYy YesIOBEeKYy
Be3je KpeauTt, BClAy Aopora... Tbl U BblABUIranca Bnepes, yTobbLl BCAK Tebs Buaen wu
HTO6, exenn capenan Tbl HA NATaAK, — Ha UEJIKOBbIK Tebe BO3gann... A 6yAEMb npATaTbCA

— BbIMAET Hepa3lymuve OAHO.
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OHM npuexanu K MecTy, Korja yxe BCe BaxHble nioguM bbnv B cbope M Tonna Hapojaa
OKpyXana rpyapl neca, Kupnuya v 3emnu. Apxuepen, rybepHaTop, npeiacTaBUTeNM
rOpOACKOM 3HATW M aaAMMHUCTpaumMm obpa3oBasiv BMeCTe C MbILHO pa3oAeTbiMM Aamamu
6onbluyld APKY Fpynny M CMOTPE/IM HAa BO3HI ABYX KaMEHIUMKOB, MPUIOTOBAABIMX KUPMUUM
M U3BECTb. MAasKWUH C KPECTHWUKOM HAMNpaBw/CA K 3TOW rpynne, HawenTbiBas ¢ome:

— He pobein... XOTA y HUX Ha bpioxe-To lWenk, Aa B bpwxe-To — WenkK.
N NoYTMTEeNbHO-BECe/bIM MOJIOCKOM OH MNO3J0pOBascsA C rybepHaToOpoM npexie apxuvepes.

— Dlobporo 340poBbULLA, Balle NPeBOCXOAUTENbCTBO! BnarocnoBuTe, Balle
NpeoCBAWEHCTBO!

— A, SkoB TapacoBu4! — apyxenwbHO BOCKIMKHYN rybepHaTop, C YnblOKOW CTUCHYB PYKYy
MaskuMHa U noTpscas ee, B TO BpeMA Kak CTapuK NPUKNAAbIBANCA K pyKe apxuepes. —
Kak noxuBaeTte, H6eCCMepTHbIN CTApPUYOK?

— MNoKkopHenwe Bac bnaropapio, Bawe npeBoCxoaAuTenbCcTBO! Codbe MABNOBHE HUXaMwee
noyteHne! — OLICTPO rOBOPWUN MasikMH, BepTACb BOMYKOM B Tojne JIOAeNn. B MUHYTY OH
ycnen no3jopoBaThCA M C npejcejateneM cyja, M C NPOKYpoOpOM, M C FONOBOM -CO
BCEMU, C KEM CYUTAN HYXHbIM MO3A0POBATbLCSA MEPBbIN; TAKOBbLIX, BMNPOYEM, OKA3aN0Ch
HEeMHOro. OH WyTwun, ynbelbancs u cpaly 3aHAN CBOeN MaJieHbKOW 0cobon BHMMaHWe BCeX,
a éomMa CTOsAN C3aAM ero, ONyCcTUB rOJIOBY, WCMNOAN0ObA nMocMaTpuBas HA PACWMUTHIX
30/10TOM, ObJieYeHHbIX B JOpOorne matepuu nwpen, 3aBuaoBan BOMKOCTU cTapuka, poben
M, 4YyBCTBYA, 4YTO pobeeT, — poben ewe 6Gonbwe. HO BOT KPECTHbIM CXBATWI €ro pyKy u
NoTAHYN K cebe.

— BoT, Bawe nNpeBOCXOAUTENbCTBO, KPECTHUK MO, ®OMa, MOKOWMHMKA MrHaTa CbiH
eANHCTBEHHbIN .

— A-a! — npobacun rybepHaTop. — O4YeHb MNPUATHO... COYYBCTBYW BalleMy ropio, MOJIOAOM
yesioBeK! — Mmoxumas pPyKy @OMbl, CKa3as OH M MOMOSYan; MNoTOM yBepeHHO AobaBun: —
NnoTepATb OTUA... 3TO OYEHb TAXeNoe HecyacTue!

N, NOAOXAAB CEKYHAbl ABe OTBeTa OT ¢OMbl, OTBEPHY/CA OT Hero, oAobpuTenbHO FoBoOps
MasiKUHY :

— 4 B BOCTOpre OT Balleln peyn BYepa B AyMme! [lpeKkpacHO, YMHO, SKOB TapacoBud. ..
OHW He MOHUMAKT MCTUHHBLIX HYXJ HACeneHus ...

— W noToM, Bawe MNPeBOCXOAUTE/IbCTBO, KanUTaJIUIWLKO MaJiIeHbKUA — 3HAYuT, ropoa CBOW
AeHblr'y AOJIXeH 106aBNATh. ..

— CoBeplweHHO BepHo! COBepWeHHO BepHO!

— Tpe3BOCTb, S FOBOPW, 3TO xopowo! 3To pak 6or BCAKOMY. S CaM He Mbl... HO 3ayem
3TU YMTaNbHU, eXenn OH, — HapoAa-TO 3TOT, — 4YUTaTb AaXe U He yMmeeT?

rybepHaTop oaobpuTenbHO Mblban.

— A BOT, rOBOpW, Bbl AEHEXKM HA TexXHMYeckoe MpucrnocobbTe... EXenu ero B MasbiX
pa3mepax 3aBeCcTU, TO — [AeHer OAHUX 3TUX XBATUT, a B C/lyyae MOXHO elle B
NeTepbypre nonpocuTb — Tam paayT! Toraa v ropojy CBouxX A0DABNATbL He HAAo0 M Aeno
byaeT ymHee.

— WMeHHO! Ho Kak 3akpuyanuM Ha Bac nubepanbi-To, a?

— YX Takoe WX Aesio, 4Tobbl KpuyaThb. ..

rycTou Kawesb COBOPHOro MpoToAMAaKOHAa BO3BECTW O Haudasie BOroc/yxeHus.

K oome nogowna Cothbs MaBfoBHAa, NO340pOBanacb U TUXO, FPYCTHLIM FONOCOM rOBOpUa
emy:

— 8 cMoTpena Ha Bale JMUO B AeHb MOXOPOH, U Yy MeHs cepaue CKMMANOCh... «Boxe
MOM, — AyMana s, — KaK OH JO/XeH CcTpajaTtb!»
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A ®oMa ciywasn ee U — TOYHO Men NW.

— 3TV BaWM KPUKU! OHM MOTPACIM MHE Ayuwy... beAHbi Bbl, ManbyuMK Mou!.. S mory
rOBOpUTbL BaM TakK, BeAb 5 YyXe CTapeHbKas...

— Bbl! — TUXO BOCKAUKHYNn ¢oma.
— A pa3Be HeT? — Chnpocuna OHa, HAMBHO MNAAA B ero Juvuo.

éoma Mos4vyan, onycTuB rOJIOBY.

Bbl He BepuTe, 4YTO A CTapywka?

S BaM Bepl... HO TONbKO 3TO Henpaeaa! — BMNOAronocCa v ropsayvyo ckasan ooma.

HenpaBaa — 4TO? UTO Bbl BepuTe MHe?

— HeT! He 3To... a To, 4YTO... A — Bbl U3BUHUTE! — He yMew A roBopuUTb! ckasan
®oMa, BeCb KpPacCHbI OT CMylleHusi. — Heobpa3oBaH f...

— 3TWM He HajAo CMyWaTbCH...— MOKPOBUTE/NIbCTBEHHO rOBOpWIa MeAblHCKas. — Bbl elle
Mosiofibl, a obpa3oBaHMe AOCTYNHO BCEM... HO €CTb /oAU, KOTOPbIM OHO HE TOJIbKO He
HYXHO, a CMOCOBHO WUCMOPTUTb WUX... DTO JIOAU C YUCTbHIM CEPALEM... AOBEpPYUBbLIE,
WCKPEHHUE, KaK AeTWU... W Bbl U3 ITUX JNI0AeN... Beab Bbl Takon, Aa?

YTO MOr OTBETUTb ®OMa Ha 3TOT BOMPOC? OH WMCKPEHHO CKa3an:

— MokopHo Bac b6naroaapiw! . .

W, yBMAaB, 4YTO ero C/0Ba Bbi3Ba/M B rla3ax MeAblHCKOW Becenbih 6neck, NovyyBCTBOBA
cebs cMelwHbIM M FAYMNbIM, TOTYAC Xe O3/UICA HAa cebs M nojaBneHHbIM 0/10COM
3aroBopun:

— [a, A TaKoW — 4YTO Yy MEHS Ha Aywe, TO M Ha A3blKe... ANbWMBUTL He yMew...
CMElIHO MHe — CMewCb OTKpLITO... rayn a!

— Hy, 3ayeM Xe TaK? — YKOPWU3HEHHO CKa3aja XeHuuHa U, onpaBsifa nnaTbe, HeYasHHO
nornaauna pyKom CBOeWl ero OnyueHHyl PyKy, B KOTOpOW OH Aepxan wasany, 4To
3acTaBuIo0 ®OMy B3TrNIAHYTb Ha KUCTb CBOEW PYKU U CMYUIEHHO, PaAOCTHO Y/blOHYTbCA.
— Bbl, KOHeYHO, byneTe Ha obene? — cnpawvBana MeabiHCKas.

— Jla...

A 3aBTpa Ha 3acefieHun y MeHA?

— HenpemeHHO!

— A MOXeT bbiTb, KOorga-Hubyab Bbl MU TakK MpPOCTO... B rocTu 3anaeTte, aa?

— d... bnarogapiwo Bac! Mpuay!..

— MHe HyXHO bnarogapuTb Bac 3a 3To obewaHue... OHM 3amonyanuM. B Bo3Ayxe njaBa

6naroroBerMHO-TUXMIA FONOC apxuepes, Bblipa3UTeNbHO YMTABWEro0 MOAMTBY, NPOCTepeB
PYKY Haj MeCcTOM 3akKJaiKu Aoma:

— «...Ero xe Hu BeTp, HW BOAA, He MHO YTO NoBpPeAn-TU BO3MOXeET: 6narosonw eMy B
KOHel, MPUBECTUCHA A B HEM XWUTU XOTAWWUX OT BCAKOro HaBeTa COMPOTUBHOIO
cBo-6oau. . .»

— KaK copepxaTesibHbl U KpPaCWUBbl HaWW MOJINTBbLI, He npaBAa m? — cnpalimBana
MegaplIHCKaA .

— Ja...— KpaTKO CcKa3ana doma, He MnoHuMass ee C/QIoB U YyBCTBYyfA, 4YTO ONATb KpacHeeT.
— OHM HawMM Kyne4yecKuMMm uMHTepecam BcCerpa 6yAyT NMPOTUBHUKU, — y6eAMTeﬂbHO n rpoMKo
wentan MafAKuMH, CTOA HeAasleKo OT ®OMbl, pAAOM C rOPOACKUM rosioBon. — WUm 4yT0? UM Obl

TONbKO 4YeM-HMbyAb Npen raseTou 3ac/yxuTb oaobpeHuMe, a HacTosWeW CYyTU OHU MOCTUYDL
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He MOTryT... OHM Hanoka3 XWMBYT, a He ANI YCTPOMCTBA XU3HWU... Y HUX BOH OHWU,
MEepKU-TO: raseTbl Aa liBeuusa! [OKTOpP-TO BYepa MeHS BCE Bpems 3TON LIBeuMen WnbHAM:
«HapoaHoe, roBopuT, obpa3oBaHue B lIBEUUM... U BCE TaM Mpoyee 3TAKOE... MEpPBbIN
copT!» HO oAHako, — 4YTO Takoe liBeuna? MoxeT 6biTb, OHA WBEUUA-TO — OAHA
BbIAYMKA. .. AN npuMepa NPUBOAUTCH... a HUKAKOro obpa3oBaHUs U BCAKUX MPOUYUX
pa3HbiX pa3HOCTeN, MOXET, U HeT B HeWl. Mbl Npo Hee, Npo WBeuUun, TONbKO MO CAMYKaM
Ja Mo nepyaTkam 3HaeM... U ONATb Xe Mbl He A/iI1 Hee XMBEM, M OHA HaM dK3aMmeHTa
NMPOVM3BOAUTbL HE MOXET... Mbl HaWy XU3Hb HAa CBOW KOJIOAKY JAOJXHbI AenaTb. Tak nu?

A NpOoTOAMAKOH, 3aKWHYB ro0JIOBY, ryjen:

— 0-0CHOBaTe/N A0-OMA Cero... Be-eyHasd... na-ams-aTb! ®omMa B3APOrHyn, HO MasAKWH
6bl1 yXe OKOMI0O Hero u, aepras ero 3a pykae, chnpauvean:

— ObepaTh epewb?
BapxaTHasa, Tenjas pyyka MeAplHCKOM CHOBA CKOMb3HYyNA NO pyKe $OoMbl.

0bepn 6bi1 AnNs dOMbl MbITKOW. MMepBLIM pa3 B XW3HW HAXOASACb CPeau TaKUX napamHbiX
nojen, OH BUAEN, YTO OHUM U easiT U FOBOPSAT — BCE aenawT Jiyywe ero, M YyBCTBOBa,
YTO OT MeAblHCKOW, CUAEBIWEN KaK pa3 MNPOTUB Hero, ero OoTAenseT He CTO/N, a BbliCcOKas
ropa. PsAOM C HUM cuien cekpeTapb Toro obwecTBa, B KOTOpOM ¢oma Obin BbiOpaH
MOYETHbIM Y/I€HOM, — MOJIOAON CYAEUCKUN YMHOBHWUK, HOCUBIMKA CTPAHHYI hamunuio —
yXTuweB. Kak 6bl ans Toro, 4Tobbl ero (amunuMs kKasanacb ewe Henenee, OH FOBOPWUI
BbICOKMM, 3BOHKMM TEHOPOM U CaM BeCb — MOJIHbIA, MaNeHbKUMA, KPYrnoONULBIA U BeCesbii
roBOpYyH — 6bl1 NOXOX HA HOBEHbKUUA OybeHuuK.

— Camoe nydluee B Hawem obuectBe — naTpoHecca, Camoe fefibHOe, 4YeM Mbl B HeM
3aHuMMaeMcs, — yXaxuBaHuMe 3a NaTpPoOHeCcCcOou, camoe TpyAHOe — cCKasaTh MNaTpoHecce
TakoW KOMMAIMMEHT, KOTOpbIM OHA 6blna 6bl AOBOMIbHA, a CaMOe YMHOe — BOCXMIATbCSH
naTpoHeccon monya u 6e3 Haaexn. Tak YTo Bbl, B CYUHOCTM, Y/leH He «obuecTBa
noneyeHns o», a 4jeH obuwecteBa TaHTanNoB, cocToAWMX Npu Codum MeabIHCKOM.

doma caywan ero 60ﬂTOBHm, nocMaTpuBan Ha nNaTpoHecCcy, o03aboyeHHOo pa3roeapuBaBllylo
0O 4eM-TO C HOHMHME%CTEDOM, Mbl4an B OTBeT CBOoeMy CO6€C€AHMKy, NMPUTBOPAACH 3aHATbHIM
erﬁ, n xenan, yTob BCE 3TO CKOpee KOHYyu/oCb. OH 4YyBCTBOBan cebs Xankum, rnynbiMm,
CMelHbIM Ans BCex U 6bin yBepeH, 4TO BCe NnoACMAaTpPUBAKT 3a HUM, OCYyXAalT ero.

A MasikuH cuaen psiAoM C FOPOACKUM OJIOBOW, ObICTPO BepTen BWIKOWM B BO3AyXe U BCE
YyTO-TO FOBOPUA €My, Mrpas MOpWMHaMM. [ONOBa, CeA0M M KPACHOPOXMMA YenoBeK C
KOPOTKOW lleer, CMOTPes Ha Hero ObIKOM C YMOPHbIM BHWMAHWEM U MOPOA YTBEPAUTEJNIbHO
CTyKan 6onbwuM nasbleM No Kpaw CTosa. OXMBMEHHbIM FOBOP WU CMex 3arnywanu 60nkytw
peyb KpecTHOro, M ®omMa He MOI pacc/bilaTb HU C/loOBa U3 Hee, Tem bHosiee 4YTO B ywax
ero BCe BpeMs HeyCTAHHO 3BeHe/sl TEeHOPOK ceKkpeTaps:

— CMOTpuTe, BOH BCTaJl MPOTOAMAKOH U 3apsikaeT JierkMe BO3AYXOM... cenyac
NPOBO3rNIaCUT BEYHYW NaMsATb UrHaTy MaTBeeBuYy. ..

— Henb3s M MHe YyWTU? — TUXO cnpocun doma.
— MNoyeMy Xe HeT? DTO BCe MOWMYT...

F'yNKUA BO3rjiac AMakoHa 3arfywun U Kak 6bl pa3gaBuil WyM B 3asie; UMEHUTOE
KyrneyecTBO C BOCXMUWEHWEM YCTaBWIOCb B OOJNbWOW, WWMPOKO PACKPbITHIA POT, U3 KOTOPOro
NWnacbk rycrtas okTaBa, M, MOJb3ysACb 3TUM MOMEHTOM, doMa BCTan M3-3a CTONa M YyWen
n3 3ana.

Yepes MUHYTY OH, CBOBOAHO B3Abixas, CUAEN B CBOEN KOAACKE U AyMan O TOM, 4TO
CpeAn 3TUX FOCMNoA eMy He MecTo. OH Ha3Baja UX MNpo cebsd BbUIM3AHHBIMM, UX OAECK He
HpaBWUICS eMy, He HpaBWIUCb nuua, Ynblbku, crnoBa, HO cBoboaa M JIOBKOCTb WX
IBUXEHUA, WX YMEHbEe roBOpUTb 000 BCEM, WX KpacMBble KOCTIOMbi— BCE 3TO BO3byxaano B
HeM CMeCb 3aBUCTU U YBAXEHWUS K HWUM. EMy CTano obuAHO M FPYyCTHO OT CO3HaAHWUA, 4YTO
OH He yMeeT FOBOPUTb TaK JIEFKO M MHOFO, KakK BCe 3TMW JioauM, M TyT OH BCMNOMHWI, 4YTO
Jwba MasikmHa yxe He pa3 cmessiaCb Haj HMM 3a 3TO.

ooMa He Nwbun Ao4Yb MasikMHa, a nocie TOro, Kak OH y3Han oT MrHaTa O HaMepeHuu
KPpeCTHOIro XeHunTb ero Ha Jlobe, mMonoaoun fopaeeB cTan jpaxe nsberatb BCTped C Hew.
HO nocsie cmepTu OTUA OH MNOYTU KaXAbpin AeHb 6biBan Yy MaAKuHbIX, N KaK-TO pa3 Jiba
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cKasana emy:

— CMOTp A Ha Tebsa, M 3Haewb 4YTO? — BeAb Thl YXaCHO He MOXOX Ha Kynua...

— ToXe U Tbl HA KYNYUXY MaJI0 MOXOxXa... — CKa3aja $omMa, NoAO3puUTEeNbHO norndanbiBasd Ha
Hee.

OH He noHMMan Ha3Ha4yeHus ee CNoB: obuAeTb OHA XOTesa UMM ero WaM TakK MNpocTo
ckasana?

— CnaBa bory! — oTBeTwW/la oHa eMy U YJbIOHYy/laCb TaKOW XOpowewn, APYXECKOW YJbIOKOW.
— Yemy paga? — CnpocCuni OH.
— A 4YTO Mbl HE NMOXOXM Ha Hawmx OTUOB. $dOMa YAUBAEHHO MOCMOTPEs Ha Hee WU CMon4an.

— Tbl CKaXuM WCKPEHHO, — MOHWU3MB rOJIOC, FOBOpWIa OHa, — BelAb Tbl MOEro oTua He
nobuwb? He HpABUTCHA OH Tebe?

— He... OYeHb... — MeAJIeHHO CKa3aJsl doma.

— Hy, a A o4yeHb He nbo.

— 3a 4T0?
— 3a BCéE... MNoymMHee byjewb — cam MoOWMellb... TBOM oTel, nydwe 6bin.
— Ewe 6bl! — ropao ckasan ooma.

NMocne 3TOoro pasroBopa MexXAy HWMM MOYTWU Cpa3y obpa3oBaNoChb BjeYEHUE APYTr K Apyry,
M, NeHb OTO AHA BCE pa3BMBASAChb, OHO BCKOpEe MPUHANO XapakTep APYX6bl, XOTA M
CTPaHHON HECKO/bKO.

Jiwba 6bIna ofHWX NeT CO CBOWM KPecCTOBbIM HpaToM, HO OTHOCMNACb K HeMy, Kak cTapwas
K ManbyMKy. OHa roBopuiaa CHUCXOAMUTE/NIbHO, 4acCcTO NoAWy4yuMBasna Hajg HUM, B peyax ee
TO U AeNio MesbKaiv He3HaKoMble ¢doMe CJioBa, KOTOpble OHa MpPOM3HOCWUIA KaK-ToO
0CObBEeHHO BeCKO, C BMAMMbIM YJOBO/bLCTBMEM. OHa OCOBEHHO fbuna roBOPUTb O CBOEM
bpaTe Tapace, KOTOpPOro OHAa HMKOrJAa He BMAana, HO O KOTOPOM paccKasbiBana 4YTO-TO
Takoe, 4YTO Jesia/io ero MOXOXWMM Ha Xpabpbix M 61aropofHbiX pPa3boMHUKOB TeTYWKU
AHOUCbI. YacTo, XaNnysiCb Ha CBOero oTua, OHa roBopwuia ¢oome:

— BOT M Tbl Takou xe byaewb — kouen!

BCE 3TO 6bUIO HENPUATHO lHOWE M OYeHb 3a4eBasio ero camosibue. Ho nopoit oHa 6bina
npaAmMa, nNpocTa, Kak-TO O0CODEHHO ApYXeCKM NnackoBa K Hemy; TOrAa y Hero
packpbiBaNIOCh Npej Hew cepaue M oba OHM NOAONTY M3naranu Apyr npej ApPYrom CBOM
AyMbl U 4YyBCTBA.

06ba roBOpMAM MHOIMO, UCKPEHHO — HO ®OMe Ka3anoCb, 4TO BCE&, O yeM rosopuT Jiba,
YYXAO €My WU He HYXHO ei; B TO Xe BpeMa OH SICHO BWAEN, YTO ero HeyMmesble peyu
HUMaNO He MHTepecywT ee W OHa He yMeeT MNOHATb MX. CKONbKO Obl BPEMEHW OHM HU
npoBenn 3a Takon becegol — oHa AaBasia MM OAHO JiMWb OWylleHWe Hef0BOSbCTBA APYr
ApyroMm. Kak 6yATO HeBuAMMas CTeHa HeAOYMeHUs BAPYr BblpacTana npej HUMU U
pasbeauHsana Mx. OHW He pewanucb AOTPOHYTbCA A0 3TOM CTeHbl, CKa3aTb APYr ApPYry o
TOM, YTO OHM YYBCTBYWT €e, M NpPoAOnXannm cBou beceabl, CMYTHO CO3HaBas, 4yTO B
KaxX4oM M3 HUX eCTb YTO-TO, YTO MOXET CH6AU3NTb U 06BEAVMHUTbL UX.

NpuexaB B AOM KpeCcTHOro, ¢oma 3acTtan Jiby oAHYy. OHA Bbiwla HABCTPeYy emy, U Obi1o
BUAHO, YTO OHA He3A0pPOBa WIN PACCTpPOeHA: rnasa y Hee JIMXOPAAO4YHO bBrecTenn u 6buin
OKPYXEHbl YepHbIMM NATHaMM. 3A6KO KyTasacCb B MyXOBbIM NAATOK, OHa, ynblbascsh,
ckasana:

— BOT Xxopowo, 4YTo npuexan! A To S oAHA CUXY... CKYYHO, WATW HUKyAa He XOo4yeTcH...
Yanm bypewb NUTL?

— ByAY... Tbl UTO 3TO Kakas, He3A0POBMTCA, 4YTO nu?

— MAM B CTONOBYW, a A CKaxy, 4yTob camoBap jAanu... — NPOroBopuiaa OoHa, He oTBevas
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Ha ero Bomnpoc.

OH npolen B OAHY W3 Ma/leHbKUX KOMHAT AoMa C JABYMS OKHaMuM B najucajHuk. Cpean Hee
CTOA/I OBa/bHLIN CTOJ1, €r0 OKPYyXa/inM CTapuHHble CTynbs, 0BUTbie KOXen, B OAHOM
NPOCTEHKEe BUCENN 4Yachl B AJIMHHOM filUKe CO CTEeKNSHHOW ABepbl, B YrJly cTosna ropka
Cc cepebpom.

— Tbl ¢ obepa? — cnpocuna Jiwba, BxoAA.

®oMa MoSiYa KMBHYN FOJ/IOBOW.

— Hy 4yTO, napagHo?

— bepa! — ycMmexHyncsa ooma. — S TOYHO Ha YronbAxX cuaen... Bce — KaK NaB/WHbl, a £
— KaK CblM...

Jwba, paccTaBnfs Nocyly, HUYEro He OoTBeTWIaA ewmy.

— Tbl Yero B CaMOM jJefle CKyyHas Kakasa? — CHoBa cnpocun éoma, B3rAHYB Ha ee
XMypoe Nmuo.

OHa obepHynacb K HeMy M C BOCTOProM, C TOCKOM CKasana:
— AX, ooma! KaKkyw s KHMry npoumtana! Ecnm 6 Tbl MOr 3TO MOHUMATb!
— BWAHO, XOpoWa KHUra, KONM 3TaK MnepeBepHysio Tebs...— ycMexHyncs doma.

— 5 He cnana... BC HOYb uYMTana... Tbl MOWMM: YMTaewb — M TOYHO npen Tobow ABepu
PacCKpbIBANTCSA B KakKoe-TO Apyroe uapcTBO... W nwoau apyrue, u pedm, u... Bce. Bcs
XU3Hb. . .

— He nwbniw A 3TOro...— HeAOBONbHO CKasan ¢omMa. — BblAyMKU, obmaH. TeaTp TOXe
BOT... Kynubl BbiICTaBJI€Hbl AN HACMEWKWU... pa3Be OHM B CaMOM Jene Takue rnynue? Kak
xe! Bo3bMM-Ka KpecCTHOro. ..

— TeaTp — 3TO Ta Xe WKoja, domMa, — MOy4YUTeNbHO cKa3lana Jiwba. — Kynubl Takue
BbiN. .. N Kakon MoXeT ObiTb B KHUrax obmaH?

— Kak B CKa3Kax... He HacTosuee BCE...

— OuunbaewbcA! Tbl BeAb He yuTan KHUI, — KaK Xe MoXelb CyAMTb? MMEHHO OHU-TO M
eCTb HacTosdwee. OHU yyaT XUTb.

— Hy! — MaxHyn pykon ®oMa. — BpPOCb... HMKAKOrO TO/NKY He byaeT OT KHUI TBoux!..
BOH OTel-TO Yy Tebss KHMI He 4YMTaeT, a... JIOBOK OH! CMOTpen A Ha Hero cerojHsa —
3aBMAHO CTaso. Tak 3TO OH Co BCceMu obpawaeTcs... CBOBOAHO, yMewuu, AN BCAKOro
MmeeT CNoBO... Cpa3y BMAHO, 4TO Yero OH 3axo4yeT, Toro u AobbeTcs.

— Yero oH aobuBaeTcs? — BOCK/IMKHYyNa Jiwba. — JleHer TONbKO... A eCTb /oAU, KOTopble
XOTAT CYacTba ANA BCEX Ha 3emne... M Ans 3TOro, He waasa cebsa, paboTawT,
CTPaAawT, rMbHYT! Pa3Be MOXHO OTLA PABHATb C HUMK?!

He paBHAn!.. WM, cTano 6bITb, OAHO HPABUTCA, A KPECTHOMY ApYyroe...

UM HMYero He HpaBuTcal

OTO Kak xe?

— OHWU XOTAT BCE U3MEHUTb. ..

Tak Belb 4Yero-HMbyAb paju OHM CTapawTCA? — Pe30HHO Bo3pa3un doma. UYero-Hubyab
XOTAT?

— CyacTbAa Ana Bcex! — ropayo BCKpuyana Joba.

— Hy, A 3TOro He NOHMMaKW...— Kayas ronosoﬁ, Cka3san éoma. — KTO 3TO TaM O MOoeM
cyacTbe 3a6oTuTCA? U onATb Xe, Kakoe OHM CcYaCTbe MHe YCTPOUTb MOryTt, exenm a4 cCam
eule He 3Haw, 4Yero MHe Hajo? HeT, Tbl BOT 4YTO, Thl 6bl Ha 3TUX nocMmoTpesia. .. Ha TeX,
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yTo BOT Obeganu...

— OTOo He nwau! — KaTeropuyecku obbsaBuna Jiwba.

— Jla yX 5 Tam He 3Haw, KTO OHM MO-TBOEMY, HO TOJIbKO BUAHO Cpa3y — MeCTO CBOE OHU
3HaWT. JIOBKUA HApPOA... Pa3BA3HLIA. ..

- X, doma! - Orop4yeHHO BOCKJ/IMKHYNaA Jwba. — Huyero Tbl He NoHMMAelb! HUYTO Tebs
He BOJIHyeT! JIeHWBbIN Tbl KAaKOU-TO. ..

Hy, noexana! MpoCcTo A elje He. OCMOTpencH...

NMpocTo Tbl — NyCcTOW, — 0bbABMAA JIbA peunTesbHO U TBEPAO.

B Aylle Moel Tbl He bbina...— BO3pa3us CNOKOMHO domMa. — JlyM MOUX Tbl He 3Haellb. ..
— 0 yem Tebe aymaTb? — ckaslana Jiwba, noxumasa niaeyamu.

— DKo! OaMH A7 3TO pa3... XuTb MHe Hago? OTOo ABa. B TenepeuwHeM mMoem obpase
COBCEM HeNb3A XUTb — 5 3TO pa3Be He NOHUMaw? Ha cMmex JNAAM A He X0o4vy... S BOH
JaXe roBOpPUTb He yMmew C oAbMW... [la U AyMaTb Sl He yMew...— 3akJw4ua déoma CBOW
peyb U CMYWEHHO YCMexHYyncs.

— YNTAaTb HYXHO, YYUTbCA HYXHO, — y6eAMTeﬂbHO coBeToBana Jiwba, pacxaxumBeaa no
KOMHaTe.

— B Aywe y MeHA 4TO-TO WeBe/nTCA, — MNpoaosxan éoma, He rnaad Ha Hee M roBOps Kak
bbl cebe CaMOMYy, — HO MOHATb A 3TOr0 He MOry. BuxXy BOT A, YTO KpPeCTHbIM FOBOPUT...
Jeno BCE... M YMHO... HO He npuBnekaeT MeHA... Te NOAN Kyla WHTepecHee AN MeHA.

— Jla apucToKpaTMa-To? — cnpocuna Jiwba.

— Jla...

— Tam Tebe M MecTo! — C npe3puTenbHOW YbIOKOW CKa3ana JiwboBb. -3X Tbl! Pa3Be OHU
noan? Pa3Be y HUX eCTb Aywn?

— MoyeMy Tbl 3Haewb MX? Beab He3HaKoma. ..
— A KHUrKn?

FoOpHMYHAA BHecC/a camoBap, U pa3sroeop npepsancs. Jioba monva 3aBapuBana qaﬁ, doma
CMOTpesl Ha Hee n Ayman O MeablHCKou. C Heu 6bl noroBopuTh !

— Jla-a, — 3aAyM4YMBO 3aroBopwja JAeBylWlka, — C KaxiabiM AHeM i BCE 6osblie ybexaawch,
YTO XMTb — TPYAHO... UYTO MHe Aenatb? 3aMyk MATM? 3a KOro? 3a KYNUMWKY, KOTOPbIN
6yaeT BCO XM3Hb oger rpabuTb, NUTb, B KapTbl MrpaTb? He xouy! 4 xouy 6biTb
JINYHOCTHI. .. A — JINYHOCTb, MOTOMY YTO YyXe MOHUMAK, KAaK CKBEPHO YCTpPOEeHa XW3Hb.
YUunTbCA? Pa3Be oTel NyCTUT... BexaTb? He XxBaTaeT XpabpoCTu... UYTO Xe MHe aenaTb?

OHa cCxana pPYKM U NOHUKIA roN0BOM HAjh CTOJIOM.

— Ecnu 6bl Tbl 3HaN, KaK MPOTUBHO BCE... HM AyWM XMBOW BOKpPYr... C TOW nopbl, Kak
ymepna MaTb, — OTel BCEX pa3orHan. WHele yexanu yuuTbCA... Jiuna yexana. OHa
nuweT: «4YmTam!» Ax, A unmTaw! — C oTyasHMEM B ro0JioCe BOCKJIMKHY/A OHA M, MOMONYaB
CEeKyHAY, TOCK/JMBO NpoAo/Xana: — B KHMXKAX HET TOro, YTO HYXHO CepAauy... U A He
MOHMMAld MHOFOFO B HUX... HAKOHEL, MHE CKYYHO... CKYYHO MHe 4yuTaTb BCerjga OAHOMU,
0AHOM! S rOBOPUTbL XO4YYy C Ye/OBEKOM, a YenoBeKa HeT! MHe TOWHO... XMBeWb OAMH
pas, M yxe nopa XuTb... a 4yenoBeka BCE HeT... HeT! [na 4yero xuMTb? Beab 5 B
THOpbMe XuBY!

doma cCaywan ee peydyb, NPUCTAZIbHO paccmaTpuBas MaJjblbl CBOU, YyBCTBOBanN 6onblioe
rope B ee C/ioBax, HO He MoHuMman ee. WU, Korga OHa 3amos4asia, NoAaBJ/ieHHAs U
nevyajibHada, OH He Hawen, 4TO CKa3aTb eun, Kpome C/OB, 6nM3KNX K ynpeky:

— BOT Tbl CaMa FOBOPMUIIb, YTO KHMXKW HUYEro He CTOAT AnA Tebs, a MeHS Yy4uullb:
yutam!..
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OHa B3r/JifHy/a B JIMLO €My, U B ee rJjiadax BCMbiXHysna 3s06a.

— 0, Kak bbl s xoTena, 4Ttob B Tebe MPOCHY/IUCb BCE 3TU MYKWU, KOTOPbLIMA S XWUBY. ..
YTob U Tbl, KaK A, He cnajn Hoyen OoT AyM, 4Tob u Tebe BCE ONPOTUBENO... U CaM Tbl
cebe onpotuBen! HeHaBuXy A BCeX BaC... HEHABUXY!

OHa, BCA KpacHasd, TakK FHeBHO CMOTpesna Ha Hero u rosopwia Tak 3710, 4YTO OH,
YAUBNE€HHbIN, [aXe He obunaenca Ha Hee. Hukoraa elje OoHa He roeopuina C HMUM Tak.

— YTo 3TO Tbl? — CNpOCUN OH ee.

— N Tebs A HeHaBWXy! Tbl... YTO Tbl? MepTBbI, NYCTOW... Kak Tbl byjewb XWTb? UTO Tbl
Jallb NaAaM? — BMOATO/0CA U KAaK-TO 3/10paZiHO roBOpW/a OHa.

— Huyero He pam, nyckanh camm aobuBawTcCs...— OTBEeTUN doMa, 3HAA, UYTO STUMMU
cCnoBaMu OH elle bonblle paccepauT ee.

Cnna ee ynpekoB HeBOJIbHO 3acTaBnfna $OMy BHUMATENIbHO CAyWaTb ee 3J/ibleé peyn; OH
YyBCTBOBA/l B HUX CMbICN1. OH jAaxe nNoABUHYNCA bnuxe K Heun, HO, Heroaywiuaa u
rHeBHaA, OHa OTBepHYyJslaCb OT Hero M 3amojidyana.

Ha ynuue ewe 6biN10 CBETNO, WM Ha BETBAX JIAN Npej OKHAMW Niexan oTbreck 3akaTta, Ho
KOMHaTa YXe HanoJIHWIaCb CYMPaKOM. OFpPOMHbIA MasiTHUK KaXAyl CEKYHAY BbIr/isifblBal
M3-3a cTekna (yTadapa 4acoB U, TYyCKNo 6/ieCHYB, C TFAyxXuMm, ycCTasbiM 3BYKOM MpATancs
To BMpaBoO, TO BJeBO. Jiwba BCTana M 3axrja Jiamny, BUCEBWYW Haj CTOJIOM. JIMLO
JeBYlWKK bbIno 6n1eagHO U CypoBO.

— HaKuHynacb Tbl Ha MeHA, — CAEpPXaHHO 3aroBopwun ®oma, — 4Yero pagum? HemoHATHO...
— He xouy s c Tobowm roeoputb! — cepauTo oTBeTUna Jiwba.

— Jeno TBOe... HO BCe-TaKW... YEeM Xe A NPOBUHUNCA?

— MoWmMM, AywHO MHe! TeCHO MHe... BeAb pa3Be 3TO XWU3Hb? Pa3Be Tak XUBYT? KTo A7?
NMpuMXMBasKa y OTUA... AepxXaT MeHs Ana XO03AWCTBA... NOTOM 3aMyx! OnATb
X03ANCTBO. . .

A A TyT npu 4yem? — cnpocun doma

Thl — He nydwe Apyrux...

M 3a TO BUHOBAT npen TOb6OM?

Tbl AO/XEH XenaTb 6biTb nydue. ..

Jla pa3Be A 3TOro He xenaw?! — BOCKJWUKHYNn éoma.

JleByllka XoTesla 4YTO-TO CKa3aTb eMmMy, HO B 3TO BpeMmAa rae-to 3anpe6e3man 3BOHOK, W“
OHa, OTKUHYBUWWCb HA CNUHKY CTyNa, BMNOJIroslioCa CKa3ana:

— OTeu,. ..

— Hy, XOTb M nojoxaan bbl OH, Tak He Oorop4ymMs, — ckasal domMa. — XOTeJioCb MHe elle
TebAa nocnywaTtb... 60AbHO YyX OGOMbITHO. ..

— A! [leTUWwKM Mou, Cu3bl ronybu! — BOCKIMKHYN SIKOB TapacoBMY, SIBASASICH B ABepsAX. —

Yaek nbete? Hanen-ka MHe, JiwbaBa!

Cnaako ynblibassicb M NoTupas pyKu, OH cen paaoMm C ®OMOW U, UFPUBO TOJIKHYB €ro B
6ok, cnpocun:

— 0 yem b6bonblle BOpKOBaNN?
— Tak, O NyCTAKax pasHbix, — oTBeTUna Jiba.

- Dla pa3Be A Teba cnpawvBaw? — MCKPUMBMB NMUO, CKasan en oTew. — Tol cebe cuan,
noMankmBam y cBoero babmero gena...
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— MNpo oben pacckasbiBan s en, — nepebun doma peyb KpPecTHOro.

— Ara! Ta-ak... Hy, u s byay roBopuTb npo obesn... Habnoaan s 3a Tobon apaBeuva...
HepasyMHO Tbl Aepxuub cebs!

— TO eCTb Kak? — cnpocun ooma, HeAOBOJIbHO XMypsi 6pOBM.

— TO eCTb TaK-TakKu MNPOCTO Hepa3yMHO, Aa M BCE TyT. [OBOpUT, Hanpumep, C Tobow
rybepHaTop, a Tbl MONYMllb. . .

— UTO Xe A emMy CKaxy? OH roBOpuUT, 4YTO NOTEPATb OTUA-HecYacCTbe... Hy, A 3HaW
3To!.. A 4YTO Xe eMy CkKa3aTb?

— «TaK Kak OHO MHe OT rocnoja nocjiaHo, TO s, Balle NPeBOCXOAMTENbCTBO, He
ponuwy...» Tak 6bl CKa3an waM 4TO APYroe B 3TOM pyxe... FybepHaTopbl, bpaTeu Tbl
MOWM, CMMpEeHMe B YesloBeKe nbAT.

— UTO Xe MHe — OBLOM Ha Hero rnafeTb? — YCMexHy/ncs doma.

— OBLOM Thl rnapgen, — 3TOro He Hajo... A HAaaO HU OBuOﬁ, HWN BOJIKOM, a TaK — 3TaK —
pa3birpatb nNpea HUM: «Bbl HaWM nNanawv, Mbl BalWM AETUWIKKU...» — OH Ccenmyac u obmsKHeT.

OTOo 3a4yeM xe?

— A Ha BCHAKWW cnyyai... FybepHaTop — OH, bpaT, Bceraa Kyaa-Hubyab roamTcCs.

— Yemy Bbl e€ro yymTte, nanawa! — TMXO W Heroaywue ckasana Jiwoba.

- A yemy?

— JlakerHnyaThb. ..

— Bpewb, y4vyeHasa aypa! Monntuke s y4vyy, a He NIAKEWCTBY, NOJIUTUKE XMU3HWU... Tbl BOT
YyTo — Thl yaanucb! OTbAM OT 3Ma... M COTBOPM HaM 3aKYyCKy. C 6orom!

Jiwba 6biIcTpo BCTana u, OBPOCUB MONOTEHLE M3 PYK Ha CAWHKY CTyna, ywna... OTel,

coulypuB rnasa, nocMmoTpesn en Bciea, nobapabaHun nanbuaMu No CTOAY WU 3aroBOPWUI:

— ByAy s Tebsa, ooma, yuuTb. CaMmyl HACTOsAWYW, BEPHYK HAyKy @uiocopuio npenoaam s
Tebe... N exenu Tbl ee noumelwb — bypewb XUTb 6e3 owMBOK.

domMa B3rIAHYN, KaK ABUralnTCA MOPLWMHbI Ha n6y cTapuka, MU OHM eMy nokKasaJiuCb
MNOXOXNUMU Ha CTPOYKU CNaBAHCKOU NneyvyaTwn.

— MNpexae BCero, ®oMa, YyX eXeNlu Tbl XMBellb HA cel 3emne, To 0b6bsi3aH HaAo BCeM
npoucCxXoasuuM BOKPYr Tebs aAyMaTb. 3ayem? A Aabbl OT Hepa3ymus TBOEro He noTepneThb
Tebe M He MOr Tbl MOBpPeAUTb NOAAM MO TAYNOCTU TBOEW. Tenepb: Y Kaxaoro
yesfioBeyeckoro gena Apa nvua, éoomMa. OAHO Ha BUAY Yy BCex — 3TOo tanbwmBoe, Apyroe
CNpAaTaHO — OHO-TO M eCTb HacTosfuee. Ero U HYXHO yMeTb HamTu, Aabbl NOHATb CMbIC/
jena... BOT, K npumepy, AOMA HOYJEexXHble, TPyAonibuBble, 6oragesbHM U Npoyne Takue
yupexaeHus. Coobpa3nm — Ha 4YTO OHU?

— Yero xe coobpaxaTb? — CKY4YHO CKa3an doma. — M3BECTHO BCeM, A8 Yero... ANA
6eHbIX, HEeMOLHbIX .

- 39X, 6paT! WHorpa Bcem ObiBaeT N3BeCTHO, 4TO TaKOM-TO YesIOBEK MOWEHHUK U noaneuy,,
a BCe-Taku BCe ero 30ByT WMBAHOM Wab [1eTpoM M BeJnYyawT Mo 6aTDMKe, a He no
MaTylKe. ..

— JTO Bbl K 4yemy?

— A BCé K jpeny... Tak BOT, roBOpullb Tbl, YTO AOMa 3TU Ans beAHbIX, HUWUX, CTano
BGbITb, — BO WUCMONIHEHWE XPUCTOBOW 3anoBeAu... JlagHo! A KTO eCTb HMIMIA? HUUMIA eCTb
yesioBeK, BbIHYXAEHHbIN CyAbbOM HAnoMMHATb Ham O XpucTe, OH bpaT XpUCTOB, OH
KOJMIOKON rOCrnojeHb W 3BOHUT B XMU3HU AAA TOro, 4ytob 6yAuTb COBeCThb Hally, TPEBOXWUTb
CbITOCTb NNOTU YeSIOBEYECKOW... OH CTOUT MOA OKHOM U MOeT: «XpucTa pa-aau!» u Tem
MeHMem HarnoMMHaeT HaM O XpUCTe, O CBATOM ero 3aBeTe nomoraTb 6/MxHemy... Ho noau
TaK XM3Hb CBOW YCTPOWAM, YTO NO XPUCTOBY YYEHUI COBCEM MM HEBO3MOXHO NOCTynaThb,
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M CTan Aas Hac UMCyC XpUCTOC COBCEM JIMWHUN. He eAuHOXApl, a MOXeT, CTO ThiCAY pas
OTAABANIM Mbl €r0 Ha NponATMe, HO BCE He MOXEM M3rHaTb €ro M3 XU3HW, 3aHe bBpaTua
€ro Huuas noeT Ha YAMLAX UMA e€ro U HANoMMHAET HAaM O HeM... W BOT HbiHE MpUAyManu
Mbl: 3anepeTb HUWMX B JAOMa Takue ocobble M 4YTob He XOoAUAM OHM NO ynuuam, He byaunu
6bl Halwen COBeCTH.

Jlo-0BKO!— M3yM/lIeHHO npouwenTan domMa, BO BCe rnasa rNiaAs Ha KPecTHOro.
— Ara! — BOCK/IMKHYN MasikuH, W r1a3KuM ero CBepKaaum TOPXeCTBOM.
— Kak Xe 3TO OTeu-TO — He Joraganca? — 6ecnoKoMHO cnpocun ooma.

— Tbol noroauM! Tbl ewe nocnywan, Aanblle-To — Xyxe byaeT! Mpuaymanu Mbl 3anMpaTb UX B
JomMa pasHble U, 4Tob He paoporo ObUIO coaepxaTb MX Tam, paboTaTb 3acTaBuIn WUX,

CTApPeHbKUX AAQ YBEYHbIX... W MUIOCTbIHO NOAABATb HE HYXHO Tenepb, W, ybpaBum C ynuy
oTpenbiuer pasHbIX, He BUAMM Mbl JIIOTOM MX CKOpbM M H6esHOCTM, a NOTOMY MOXEM AymaTh,
YTO BCe J/IAM Ha 3emne CbiTbl, 0B6yTbl, OAeTbl... BOT OHM K yeMmy, AOMa 3TU pa3Hble, A
CKpbITUA NpaBAbl OHWU... ANA U3TCHAHUA XPUCTA U3 XU3HU Hawen. SCHO nn?

— Jla-a! — ckasan ¢oma, OTyMaHeHHbIN JIOBKOW peuyblo CTapuka.

— W ewe He BCE TyT... elWle He A0 AHA Jiyxa BblueprnaHa! — BOCKJIMKHYN MasikuH,

OAYIIEB/IEHHO B3MaxMBas PYyKOW B BO34yXe.

MOPIMHbI HA NMUE ero Urpanu; AJIMHHbIA, XMUILHBIA HOC B3AparvBan, U ronoc Apebesxan
HOTaMM KaKoOro-TO a3lapTa U YMWIeHus.

— Tenepb NOrAfAWMM Ha 3TO jeno C apyroro 6oka. KTo 6bonbwe Bcex B MNosib3y bOepHbIX
XepTByeT Ha BCe 3TW AoMa, NpuUIThl, boragaenbHU? XepTByT boraTble NWAN, KyneyecTBO

Haue. .. Xopomo—c! A KTO XW3HbH KOMaHAyeT U yCcTpauBaeT ee? IBOpAHE, YNHOBHUKU U
BCAKME ApYyrne — He Hawu Nan... OT HUX U 3aKOHbl, M ra3eTbl, U HAYKW — BCE OT HUX.
PaHblle OHWU 6blnun noMeumnKammn, Tenepb 3emna M3-noj HUX BblAepHYTa, OHU Ha cnym6y
nowsn. .. A KTO, MO HbIHEWHWM AHSIM, CaMble CWJIbHble JAN? Kyneu B rocypgapcrtBe nepBas

cuna, MNoTOMYy YTO C HUM — MUAJMOHBLI! Tak nm?

— Tak! — cornacuncs ¢ooma, xenas CKopee ycC/blwaTb TO HEAOrOBOPEHHOEe, YTO CBepKaso
yXe B I/J1la3ax KpecTHoro.

— Tak BOT Tbl U MOHMMaW, — pa3fesibHO U BHYWWTENIbHO MPOAO/IXaN CTapuK, — XWU3Hb
yCcTpauMBanM He Mbl, Kynupl, U B YCTPOMCTBE €e M A0 Cero AHA ronoca He uMeeM, pyK
NPUIOXUTb K HEeN He MOXeM. XU3Hb YCTPOWNW ApPYrue, OHM U pa3Benn B Hen napub
BCSAKYW, NIeHTSeB 3TUX, HeCHYACTHEeHbKUX, YDOOreHbKUX, a KOJN OHU ee pas3Besn, OHU
XW3Hb 3aCOPWIM, OHW €e UCMOPTWUIM — WM, NOo-D60XbM paccyxiaas, U YACTUTb ee
Hagnexut! Ho 4yncTum ee — Mbl, Ha OefHbIX XepTBYeM — Mbl, MPU3NPaeM UX — Mbl. . .
PaccyauM xe Tbl, MOXaNyWcTa: 3a4eM HaMm Ha 4yxoe pybuue 3anniaTbl HAWMBATb, €XeNIU He
Mbl €ro M304pann? 3ayeM HaM AOM UYMHUTb, €XennM He Mbl B HEeM XMAM M He Hal OH ecTb?
He yMHee nu 3To byaeT, exenn Mbl CTAaHEM K CTOPOHKe U byaeMm A0 MOpbl A0 BpPEeMeHU
CTOATb AQ CMOTPEeTb, KAaK BCAKAA FHWIb MIOAMTCA W YyXOro HaMm 4yesoBeka AywUT? EMy C
HeM He CNaauTb, — CPEACTB Y Hero HeT. OH K Ham U obpaTuTCsA, CKaxeT: «MoxanywTe,
rocnoaa, noMoruTte!» A Mbl eMy: «M0O3BONAbTE HaMm NPOCTOpY AnA paboTvl! BKIUYMTE HaAc B
CTPOUTENIN OHOM CaMOM XMU3HU!» N KAK TOJbKO OH HAC BKJWYUT — TOrAA-TO Mbl U AOJIKHbI
byaeM eauHbIM MaxOM OYMCTUTH XM3Hb OT BCSAKOM CKBEpPHbl M pa3HbIX JIMWKOB. Torjaa
rocyaapb MMMNepaTop BOOYMI Y3PUT CBET/ILIMA O4YaMu, KTO €CTb €ro BepHble CAyru u
CKOJIbKO OHW B 0e34eNCTBUM pyK yma B cebe Hakonuau... MoHan?

— Kak Xe He MOHATb! — BOCK/MKHYN doMa. Korjga KpecTHbIA rOBOPWUI O YMHOBHMUKAX, OH
BCNOMHW/I O NMuax, b6bBUMX Ha obeje, BCMOMHUA BOWKOro cekpeTaps, U B rojioBe ero
MeNbKHYNa MbICIb O TOM, YTO 3TOT KPYr/eHbKWUA 4YenoBeyek, HaBepHO, MMeeT He bHonblue
ThicAYM pybnen B rof, a y Hero, ®ombl — MWIJIMOH. HO 3TOT YesioBeK XMBET TaK JIerko U
cB0b6OAHO, a OH, ®oMa, He yMeeT, KOHDY3UTCA XUTb. ITO COMOCTAB/IEHME U peyb
KpeCTHOro BO36yAWIM B HEM Lefbid BUXPb MbIC/IE, HO OH ycCnen cXBaTUTb U OHOPMUTbL
NWllb OAHY W3 HUX.

— B camom pene — ana pedHer, 4yTo M, OAHUX pa60TaeMb? YTO B HUX TOJIKY, €CNIU OHU
BNaCcTn He AalT.

— Ara! — npuuypuB rnas, ckasaj MasKuH.
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— 3x! — 0bMXeHHO BOCK/MKHY/ doMa. — KaK Xe 3TO oTeu-To? [OBOPWIM Bbl C HUM?

OBajauaTb J1eT rosopun. ..

— Hy, U 4TO OH?

— He poxoAamna [0 HeEro Mos peyb... TeMeyko Yy Hero TONCTOBATO 6bi10, Y MOKOMHOrO. ..
Aywy OH Aepxan Ha pacnawky, a yMm y Hero rnyboko cuaen... H-pa, caenan oH
MPOMalKy. .. [leHer 3TUX BeCbMa W OYE€Hb Xaib. ..

— [leHer mMHe He XaJb...

Tbl Obl nonpo6osan HaXUTb XOTb AeCATYHW AO0JIl0 U3 HUX Aa Torga M rosopun...

A MOry BOWTW? — pa3fanca 3a ABepbio rosoc Jiobbl.

MoxeWwb...— OTBETWUN oOTeLl,.

Bbl ceMyac 3aKycChiBaTb CTaHeTe? — Cnpocuia OHa, BXOAS.

JaBa#. ..

OHa Mogowna K 6ypeTy M 3arpemena NocCyaol. SIKOB TapacoOBMY MOCMOTPes Ha Hee,
noxesan rybamv u BApYr, XJOMHYB $OMYy JIaflOHbI NO KOJEHY, CKa3an emy:

— Tak-TO, KpecTHuK! BHuKaW...

doMa OoTBeTUN eMmy Yyfblbkor M nogyman npo cebs:

«A YMEH... YMHee OTua-TO...»

M ToTuyac xe cam cebe, HO Kak Obl ApPYyrvMM rosoCOM OTBETWUN:
«YMHee, HO — XyXe...»

\%

JIBOACTBEHHOE OTHOWEHWE K MasikMHy BCE YKPEnJsA/ioChb Yy ®OMbl: C/ylWlas ero pevu
BHMMATENbHO M C XaAHbM JI06OMLITCTBOM, OH YYBCTBOBAj, 4YTO KaxAas BCTpeya C
KPEeCTHbIM yBeMYMBAET B HEM Henpus3HeHHOe YYBCTBO K CTapuUKy. MHOrAA KPeCTHbIN
BO3OYyXAaNn y KpeCcTHMKa 4YyBCTBO, 6/M3KOe K CTpaxy, MNopou Jaxe ¢uavyeckoe
oTBpalleHMe. MocnegHee OBbLIKHOBEHHO ABAANOCH y $OMbl TOFAa, KOrga CTapuK 6bin
yeM-HUOYAb AOBONEH U CMesncA. OT CMexa MOPIWMHbI CTapuKa APOXann, KaxAylw CeKyHAy
M3MEHAA BblpaXeHue Nuua; Cyxme M TOHKUe rybbl ero npbiranu, pacTaruBaiuch u
obHaxanu 4yepHbole obnomky 3y60B, a pbikada 6opoaka TOYHO OrHeM Mnbiiana, M 3BYK cCMexa
6bl1 MOXOX HA BWU3M pXaBbiX NeTeflb. He ymes CKpblBaTb CBOMX YYyBCTB, dOMa 4acTo M
oYyeHb rpybo BbICKa3biBaN UX MAAKUHY, HO CTapuMK Kak bbl He 3ameyan rpyboctu u, He
cnyckas rnas C KpecTHUKA, PYKOBOAW/ KaxXApiM €ro waroM. OH NOYTU He XOAun B CBOW
NaBOYKY, BCeLeNo Norpy3nchb B NapoxojHble Aena MoMoAoro rFopaeeBa U oCTaBaAA dome
MHOIFO CBOGOAHOrO BpeMeHM. Bnarojaps 3HAuYeHMi0 MasskuHa B FOpPOAE M WMPOKUM
3HAaKOMCTBaM Ha Bonre jgeno wio bnecTswe, HO PeBHOCTHOE OTHOWEHWE MaskuHa K Aeny
YCWUIMBANO YBEPEHHOCTb ®OMbl B TOM, UYTO KPECTHbI TBEPAO PEeWWn XEeHWTb ero Ha Jinbe,
M 3To ele 6osiee OTTANIKMBANIO €ro OT CTapuKa.

Jioba M HpaBMNacb emy M Kalanacb OMAacHOM. OHA He BbIXOAMMAA 3aMyX, WU KPECTHbIN
HMUYEero He roesopun ob 3TOM, He ycCTpauBan Be4YepOB, HUKOIrO M3 MOJIOAEXU He npuraawan
K cebe u Jiby He nMyckan HWKyJa. A BCe ee MoApyru yxe 6biin 3amyxeMm... doma
YAMBNANCA ee peyaM W CAywan UX TaK Xe XaAHO, KaK M peyn ee OTLLA;, HO Korja oHa
HayMHana c nwboBbld U TOCKOW FOBOPUTbL O Tapace, eMy Ka3alnoCb, 4YTO MNOA WMEHEM 3TUM
OHA CKpblBaeT WMHOrO 4yefioBeka, ObITb MOXeT, TOro Xe EXOBa, KOTOpLIM, MO ee C/oBaM,
JONXeH Bbin noyemMy-TO OCTaBUTb YHWBEPCUTET U yexaTb M3 MOCKBbI. B Hell MHOro 6bi1o
npocToro n Aobporo, 4YToO HPaBMUIOCbL ®OMe, M 4acCTO OHA pedyamMu CBOMMM Bo3byxaana y
Hero XanocTb K cebe: emy Ka3anoCb, 4YTO OHAa He XuBeT, a bpeauT HasABy.

Ero BbIXOAKA HA MOMMHKAX MO OTLE pacnpocCcTpaHunacb Cpeau KyneyecTBa W co3pana emy
HeNecTHyWw penyTauuw. BbiBas Ha 6bupxe, OH 3ameyas, YTO BCe HA Hero nornsAbiBanwT
HepobpoxenaTtenbHO U FOBOPSAT C HUM KaK-TO OCODEHHO. Pa3 paxe OH yC/biXaa 3a CNUHOW
y cebsa HerpoMKun, HO Mpe3puTesbHbIA BO3rnac:
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— ropanoHuwko! Monokococ. ..

OH He obepHynCcs NocMOTpeTb, KTO bpocun 3TuM cnoBa. boraTble nwauM, CHayana
BO36yxAaBuMe B HeM poboCTb nepea HWMM, yTpadMBa/in B ero rnasax obasHue. He pas
OHM YyXe BbipblBaZIM U3 PYK €ro Ty WAW APYTYH BbiFOAHY MOCTaBKY; OH ACHO BuUAen, 4TO
OHM W BMpeAb 3TO CAENAWT, BCE OHWM KA3a/IMCb €My OAMHAKOBO alyHbiMK A0 AeHer,
BCerja roToBbMA HaAyTh APYr Apyra. Korja oH coobumn KpecTHOMYy CBoe HabnwseHue,
CTapuk cKasan:

— A Kak xe? Toproensi-BCé paBHO, YTO BOWMHA, — a3apTHoe aenio. TyT ObWTCA 3a Cymy,
a B Cyme — ayua...

— He HpaBUTCA 3TO MHe, — 3aaBun éoma.

— W MHe He BCé HpaBUTCA, — (anbwm MHOro! HO HanNpsAMKU XOAUTb B TOProBOM jJerne

COBCEM Hefb3sA, TYT HyxHa nonutuka! TyT, 6paT, MOAXOAA K 4elloBeKYy, AEpPXU B J1eBOM
pyKe Mefi, a B MPaBOA — HOX.

— He o4eHb Xxopowo 3TO, — 33aAyMYuBO CKa3an éoma.

— Xopowo — janblie byaeT... Korga Bepx BO3bMellb, TOrga M XOpowo... XuW3Hb, bpaT
®oMa, OYeHb MPOCTO MOCTaBJieHA: WIW BCeX Ipbi3n, Wb JIeXn B rpsa3un. ..

CTapuk ynbibancsa, um obnomkum 3y60oB BO pTy €ro Bbi3Ba/IM Yy ®OMbl OCTPYH MbIC/b:
«MHOrUX, BWAHO, Tbl 3arpbi3...»

— Jlyywe-To HM4ero HeTt? TyT — BCE?

— I'Ae Xe — Kpome? BCAKMM cebe nyywero xenaeTt... A 4YTO OHO, Jydwe? Bnepen nwaen
YWTWU, Bbllle UX CTaTb. BOT BCe U CTapawTCA AOCTUYb NEPBOro MECTa B XWU3HWU... UHOW
Tak, WHOM 3TaK... HO BCe obA3aTe/NbHO XOTAT, 4YTOb MX, KaK KOJIOKONbHU, u3ganu 6bino
BMAATb. K 3TOMYy 4YefloBEeK W HAa3Ha4yeH, K BO3BblleHW0... [axXe B KHUMre WMoBa 3TO
BblpaXeHO: «YenoBeK poxaaeTcs Ha CTpajaHue, KaK UCKPbl, YTODObl YCTPEeMNssTbCH BBEPX».
Tbl MOCMOTPU: pebATUIWKM B Urpax M TO APYr Apyra BCerpa npeB30OWTM XOTAT. W BcAKas

Mrpa Bcerja CBOW BbICOKUA MYHKT UMeeT, YeM OHa U 3aHATHa... MNoHan?
— OTO A noHumaw! — ckasan $oma.
— DTO Hajo 4YyBCTBOBATb... C OAHUM MOHATUEM HUKyAA He AOMNpbiraewb, W Tbl ewe

noxenan, Tak noxenam, 4Tobbl ropa Tebe — Kouyka, Mope Tebe — nyxa! 2ox! 4, 6wiBano,
B TBOW roOJpl Urpawuun xun! A Tbl BCE elle HaleNuBaelbCH. ..

OAHoobpa3Hble peyn cTapuka CKOpO AOCTUIIM TOro, Ha 4YTO ObIM paccyMTaHbl: doma
BC/YWANCA B HUX U YACHUA cebe uenb XWU3HU. HyXHO ObITb nydwe Apyrux, 3aTBEPAUN OH,
N BO3byXAeHHOe CTAapuKOM 4yecToswbue rayboko BbesoCb B €ro cepiue... Bbenocb, HO
He 3ano/fiHWIo ero, Mbo OTHOWEHMA ®OMbl K MeAbIHCKOW MPWHANM TOT XapakKTep, KOTOpbI
POKOBbIM 06pPa30M [AOJIXHbI ObUIN MPUHATL. Ero TAHYNO K Hel, emMy BCerja XoTesocChb
BUAETb ee, a Npu He’h OH poben, CTAHOBWACA HEYKJIOXUM, [/ynbiM, 3HaA 3TO U CTpajan
OT 3TOro. OH YacTo 6biBan y Hee, HO ee TPyAHO 6blIO 3acTaTb AOMa OAHY: OKOJIO Hee
BCErjga, Kak MyxXu Haj KYCKOM caxapa, KpPYXWIUCb pa3AylWeHHble Weronaum. OHW FOoBOPWUIU C
Hel no-thpaHUy3CKU, Neam, XoXoTaiM, a OH MOAYaN U CMOTPEeN Ha HUX, MOJIHbIA 371066l U
3aBMCTU. MOAXaB HOMM, OH cuaen rae-Hubyab B yroske ee nectpo ybpaHHOW rOCTUHOW M
yrpioMo Habnwogan.

Mpea HUM, MO MATKUM KOBpaM, bOecCuwlyMHO MefibKajsa OHA, KWAAA eMy JlaCKOoBble B3TsAfbl U
YNbibKM, 3a Hel YBMBAIMCb €€ MOKAOHHMKM, M BCE OHM TaK JIOBKO, TOYHO 3MeM,
06xo0amnM pa3HoobpasHble CTOMMKM, CTYNbs, 3KpaHbl — Lebldi Mara3uH KpPacUBbLIX U
XPYNKUX Belen, pa3bpocaHHbiX NO KOMHATe C HebpeXHOCTbl OAWHAKOBO ONACHOW U Ans
HUX U ANns ¢ombl. Korga OH Wen, KoBep He 3arfaylan ero waros, U BCe 3TU Belwu
Lennsanucb 3a ero CWpTYK, TPACAUCH, NaAann. Bbll TaM OKOMO posas OGPOH30BbIM MATpPOC,
pa3MaxHyBWWACS, 4YTOD KUHYTb CnacaTeNibHbll KPyr, Ha Kpyre BUCENU BepeBKU U3
NPOBOJIOKU, U OHWU MOCTOSHHO Aepranu ¢omy 3a BOJIOCbl. BCE 3TO BO3bOyxAano cmex y
Codbyu MMaBNOBHbH M €e MOK/IOHHMKOB, HO OYeHb AOpPOro cTtouno dome, bpocas ero To B
Xap, TO B XOJIOA.

Ho emy 6bln0O He flerye M HaeauMHe C Hel. BcCTpeyas ero /1acKoBOW ynblbkon, oHa
yCcaxmBanacCb C HUM B OJHOM U3 YKTHbIX YIrOJIKOB FOCTUHOW U OBbLIKHOBEHHO HauduHana
pa3roBop C TOro, 4To, M3rnbasCb KOWKOW, 3arnsgbiBasa emy B rsa3a TeMHbIM B3r/iA0M,
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B KOTOPOM BCMbLIXMBAJIO YTO-TO XajAHoOe.

— 4 Tak nwbsw roBopuTb C BamuM, — My3blKaJibHO pacTsArMBas cJjioBa, Mesia oHa. Bce 3Tu
— MHe HajOesin... OHU CKYyYHble, OpAMHApHble, WU3HOWEHHble. A Bbl — CBEXWUWA, WCKPEHHWN.
Beib Bbl UX TOXe He nwbute?

— TepneTb He Mory! — TBepao OTBeTWI doMma.

— A MeHfi? — TUXOHBbKO cnpawvMBasia OHa. ®OMa OTBOAW /1a3a B CTOPOHY U, B3AbiXaf,
rosopun:

KOTOpHﬁ pa3 Bbl 3TO CnpawmnBaeTe...

BaM TPYAHO CKa3aTb?

He TpyAaHo... Aa 3a4yem?

MHe HYXHO 3HaTb 3TO...

— WUrpaete Bbl CO MHOW. . .— yrpiomMo rosopwi ooma. A OHaA WKMPOKO OTKpbiBasa rnasa u
TOHOM Fﬂy6OKOFO U3yM/1eHnA cnpawumBana:

— Kak urpaw? 4YTo 3Ha4YuT — urpaTb? WU MU0 Yy Hee ObUIO TakKoe aHresfbCKoe, YTO OH He
MOI He BepuTb en.

— Jwbnio s Bac, nwbnw! Pa3Be 3TO MOXHO He nwbUTb Bac? — ropAa4o roeopua OH, #“

TOTYaC Xe MOHMXEHHbBIM FOJIOCOM C FpycTbio A0baBnsan: — Jla BeAb BaM 3TO He HYXHO!..
— BOT Bbl U CKa3anuM! — ynoB/NeTBOPEHHO B3Abixasia MeAblHCKas M OTOABUrasiaCcb OT HeEro
nojanbwe. — MHe BcCerfga CTpPaWHO MPUATHO CAywaTb, KakK Bbl 3TO FOBOpUTE... MOJIOAO,
LLefIbHO. .. XOTUTe MOLEesoBaTb MHE PyKy?

OH MosiYa cxBaTbiBasl ee besnyw, TOHKYW PY4YKY U, OCTOPOXHO CKJIOHACb K HeW, ropsivo u
JONro uenoBan ee. OHa BbipbiBaNa pykKy, yblibawwascs, rpaumo3Has, HO HUYYTb He
B3BOJIHOBAHHAsA €ro ropsiYHOCTbl. 3aAyMYMBO, C 3TWUM, BCerga CMmylaBumm oomy, 6siecKom
B rnasax, OHa paccmaTpuBana ero, Kak 4To-TO pejAKoe, KpanHe NwbonbiTHoe, U
roeopwna:

— CKONbKO Yy BaC 340pOBbS, CWA, AYWEBHOW CBEXeCTW... Bbl 3HaeTe — BeAb Bbl, KyMupl,
euwe COBEpPWEHHO HEe XMBWEe nnems, LEoe nnemMs C OpPUrMHANbHBIMU TPAAUUMAMM, C
OFPOMHOW 3Hepruend Ayum u Tena... BOT Bbl, Hanpumep: BeAb Bbl APArOLEHHbIA KaMeHb, WU
ecnuM Bac oTwnugpoBaTb... O!

Korpga oHa rosopuna: y Bac, no-Bawemy, MO-Kyneyecku, — dome Ka3anoCb, UYTO STUMU

cnoBaMy OHa KaK bbl OTTallKuBaeT ero OoT cebAa. 3To 6bIIO U FPYCTHO U 06MAHO. OH
MONYan, rNajs Ha ee MaleHbKyl QUIypKy, Bcerja Kak-To 0CObeHHO KpacuMBO 04eTyi,
BCcerjga 6naroyxawiylw, KakK LBETOK, W AeBUYECKU HexHylw. [opon B HEeM BCMbIXMBANO
anKoe u rpyboe xenaHve cxBaTuUTb e€e U ULesoBaTb. HO KpacoTa U 3Ta XPYMNKOCTb
TOHKOrO U IMbKOro Tena ee BO36yxaanum B HeM CTpax M3soMaTb, U3YyBeYUTb ee, a
CNOKOWHbBIN, JTACKOBbIA MONIOC M SAICHBIM, HO KaK 6bl MoAcTeperawwuin B3rnsa oxJaxaan ero
MopbiBbl: €My Ka3aNoCb, YTO OHA CMOTPUT MPSMO B Aylly U MOHUMAET BCe AYMbl... OTHU
B3pbIBbl YYBCTBaA 6bIIN pefku, Booblle Xe HoWA OTHOCWICA K MeAblHCKOW C oboxaHuem,
YIUBNAACH BCeMy B HeW — ee KpacoTe, peyam, ee ogexje. U paaom C 3Tum oboxaHueMm B
HeM BCerja Xwlo MyYnTeNbHO OCTpoe CO3HaHWe ero OTAANIeHHOCTU OT Hee, ee
NPEeBOCXOACTBA HaJj HUM.

Takue OTHOWEHUS YCTAHOBWIUCL Y HUX ObICTPO; B ABe-TPU BCTPEYU MeAblHCKAs BMOJIHE
OB/ajiena HowenW M Havyana MeAsleHHO NbiITaTb ero. EW, JOMXHO 6biTb, HpaBMAaCb BNacTb
Haj 340POBbIM, CWIbHbIM MapHEM, HPABWIOCb OYAUTb U YKpouwaTb B HEM 3Beps TOJIbKO
ronocoM U B3M/AA0M, M OHA Haclaxganacb WUrpod C HUM, yBepeHHas B Cu/ie CBOeW
BNlaCTU. OH yXoAWN OT Hee nonybosfibHOWM OT BO36yxAeHWUs, YHOCS obuay Ha Hee U 35106y
Ha cebda. A yepe3 [ABa AHA CHOBa ABNANCA ANA MbITKU.

OAHaxabl OH pobko cnpocun ee:
— CobsA NaBnoBHa!.. BbM y Bac AeTu?

— HeT...
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— 4 Tak u 3Han! - c papoCTbio BCKpuyan ooma. OHa B3rJigHysla HA Hero rnasamm cCoBCeM
MaleHbKOU U HAaMBHOWU AeBOYKU U CKa3ana:

— MNo4yemy Xxe Bbl 3TO 3HanM? U 3a4yeM Bam 3HAThb, 6bin nn Y MeHA aeTtn?

®omMa MOKpacCHen, HaK/JOHWA FOJIOBY U Hayasll rOBOPUTb en rnyxo n TakK, TO4YHO
BblTaJIKupaa CnoBa m3i-noj 3em/in, U Kaxaoe CJI0BO BeCU/ZI0O HECKOJIbKO NnyAaoB.

— Buaute... exennm xeHuwmHa, KoTopas... TO e€CTb poauna, TO y Hee rnasa... COBCeM
He TakKue. ..

— JNa-a? Kakue xe?

— beccTbixue! — ByxHyn doma. MeAblHCKas paccMmessiaCb CBOMM CEpPebpuUCTbIM CMEXOM, U
ooma, rnsaps Ha Hee, paccMmessics.

— Bbl mpocTuTe! — cka3an OH HakoHel. — S, MOXeT, HeXOopowo... HenpwIN4yHO cKa3sa...
— 0, HeT, HeT! Bbl He MoOxXeTe CKa3aTb HMYEro HEMPWIUYHOIO... Bbl YACTbIA, MWJIbIA
Ma/IbUMK. UTaK, Yy MeHs rna3a He beccTbixue?

— Y BaC — Kak y aHrena! — BOCTOpXeHHO 00bABWI dOMa, NS4S HAa Hee CUSIWUM

B3I /IAL0M.

A OHa B3r/JisiHy/la Ha Hero Tak, KakK He cCMOoTpesa ewe A0 3TOW MOpbl, — B3rJSAOM

XEHWWHbI-MaTepU, FPYCTHbIM B3r/iISA0M JioOBM, CMeWaHHOW C onaceHuem 3a JibuMoro

— namMTe, ronybumk... S ycTana M Xo4dy OTAOXHYTb...— CKa3ajla OoHa eMmMy, BCTaBas U He
rnsas Ha Hero.

OH MOKOPHO Yyuwen.

HekoTOpoe Bpemsa nocjsie 3TOro cjy4yas OoHa JAepxasaCb C HUM bonee CTporo mn 4ecCTHO,
TOYHO Xanes ero, HO MOTOM OTHOWEHUA MPUHAIM CHOBA (OPMY UIPbl KOWKWU C MbILbH.

OTHOUWEHNA dOMbl K MeAblHCKOW He MOT/IM YKPbITbCA OT KPECTHOro, W OAHaxAbl CTapukK,
CKOPYMB eXWUAHYH POXy, CMPOCWUN ero:

ooma! Tbl nmoyawe ronoBy uwynaw, 4Tob He noTepsATb Tebe ee crnyvaem.

DTO Bbl HacyeT 4yero? — cnpocun éoma.

A HacyeT COHbKM, 6OSIbHO YX 4aCTO Tbl K Hen xoaulb.

— YTo BamM? — rpyboBaTo cka3an ¢oma. — U Kakas oHa ANns Bac COHbKa?

— MHe — HMYyero, MeHs He ybyaeT OTTOro, 4To Tebs 0b6rnoxyT. A 4UTO ee COHbKOW 30BYT
— 3TO BCEM M3BECTHO... M 4YTO OHa JIOUT 4YyXMMM pyKamum xap 3arpebaTb Toxe BCe
3HawT.

— OHa ymHas! — TBepAo 00BbABWMA dOMa, XMYypsiCb U Mpsva PYKU B KapmaHbl.
Obpa3oBaHHas. ..

— YMHas, 3To BepHo! Obpa3oBaHHas... OHa Tebs obpa3yeT... OcobeHHO wWwasnonau,
KOTOpble BOKpYI Hee...

— He warnonau, a... TOxXe yMHble noan! — 37106HO BO3pa3wmn doma, yxe cam cebe
npoTuBopeYa. — U A OT HUX YYYCb... S YTO? HM B AYAKY, HM nonasacaTb... Yemy MeHA
yunnim? A Tam 060 BCeM rOBOPAT... BCAKMA CBOe C/NOBO MMeeT. Bbl MHe Ha 4esioBeka
MOXOXUM ObITb He MewanTe.

— oy-y! Ka-ak Tbl FOBOpUTb Hayuunca! To eCTb Kak rpaa no Kpeblwe... cepauTto! Hy
napHo, — byAb MOXOX Ha YesioBeKa... TONIbKO AN 3Toro 6e3omnacHee B TPaKTUP XOAWUTb;
TaMm YyesioBeKM BCE xe nydwe CohbUMHbIX — A Tbl Obl, MapeHb, BCE-TaKW Y4YWics Obl
noaen-To pasbupaTb, KOTOpbIM K yYeMmy... Hanpumep — Codbsi... YTO oHa m3obpaxaeT?

Hacekomasa AnA YyKpauweHus npupoabl U b6osblie — HU4Yero!
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BO3MYIWEHHbIA A0 TNYyOuHbl Aywn, ®omMa CTUCHYN 3ybbl M yuwen oT MaskuHa, euwe raybxe
3aCYHYB PYKM B KapmaHbl. HO CTapuk BCKOpe CHOBa 3aroBOpW/l O MeJAblHCKOW.

OHM BO3BpawaJMCb M3 3aTOHA MNOCJie OCMOTpa MNapoxoaoB U, CUAA B OFPOMHOM U NMOKOMHOM
BO3Ke, Apymenm6Ho N OXMBJIEHHO pa3roBapuBasiu O jenax. 3TO 6bi10 B MapTe: noa
NoNoO3bsAMMU CaHEW BCXAMMbiBajsa Boja, CHEr MO4YTWU CTasf, COJIHLUE CUS/I0 B ACHOM Hebe
BeCeno U Tenno.

— Mpueaewb, — K bapbiHe CBOEW MepPBbLIM AEJIOM MOWAelWb? — HEOXWAAHHO CMPOCWUST MasikvH,
npepeaB Ae/IOBON pa3roBop.

— CXOXY, — HeAOBOJIbHO OTBETU/S doma.

— MM... UYTO, CKaxu, 4acTo NOAAPKW Aenaelwb Tbl eN? — MPOCTO U KaK-TO 3ajyleBHO

CNpoOCKST MasikKuH.

— Kakue nopapku? 3ayem? — yaMBUICA POMa.

— He papvwb? Wwb Tbl... HEyXTO OHa MPOCTO Tak, Mo JiwbBM XMBET C Tobown?

®omMa BCMbIXHY/N OT FHeBA M CThiAA, KPYTO MOBEPHYNCA K CTApUKY U YKOPU3HEHHO CKas3an:

— 3x! CTapbii Beab Bbl YesiOBEK, a FOBOPUTE — CThiAHO caywaTb! Jla pa3Be OHa nomaeTt
Ha 3T07?

MaAKUH YMOKHYN ry6aMM M YHbUIBIM FOJIOCOM nponen:

— Kakom Tbl Ay-ybuHa! Kakon ay-ypauuHa! — v, BHE3anHO O3NMBWMCb, MJIOHYN. — Tbdy
Tebe! BCAKWUA CKOT MW U3 KPUHKU, OCTaANUCb MOJAOHKM, a AypaK M3 IFPA3HOro ropuka
caenan boxka!.. Yé€-opT! Tbl MAM K HEN U NPAMO rOBOPW: «Xenaw ObITb BawuMm
NobOBHMKOM, — YeJIOBEK S MOJIoAOW, AOPOro He bepute».

— KpecTHbIi! — yrpwoMo M rpo3Ho cka3an déomMa. — S 3TOro C/AywaTb He MoOry. Exenu 6wl
KTO Apyrou...

— Jla KTO, KpoMme MeHsi, ocTepexeT Tebs? A ba-a- Tiow-ku! — 3aBONWA MasikuH,
BCMNIeCKUBASA pyKamMn. — OTO OHa Tebs BCO 3MMy 3a HOC M Boawuna? Hy Ho-oc! AX OHa,
cTepBo3a!

CTapuk 6bin BO3MylleH; B roJjioce ero 3py4yaaum pgocaja, 3no6a, hpaxe cnes3bl. doMa
HUKOrga elle He Buaan ero TakKmm M HEeBOJZIbHO MoOn4an.

— Beab OHa uUCNoOpTUT Tebs! Ax, 6nyaHuua BaBWIOHCKas!..

Nna3a MaskuHa y4yaueHHO Muranu, ry6u B3aparmBann, " pr6HMM, UMHUYHbIMMN CNOBaMU OH
Hayan roBopuTb O MeAbIHCKOU, a3apTHO, C 3/106HbIM BU3TOM.

domMa 4YyBCTBOBa/Zl, YTO CTApPUK FOBOPUT MNpaBAYy. EMYy CTano TAXeNno ApiuaThb.

— NaaHo, nanawa, 6yaeT...— TUXO U TOCK/JMBO MOMPOCWU/I OH, OTBEPTHIBAACH B CTOPOHY
OT MasikuHa.

— 3X, Hajao Tebe cKopee XeHUTbCA! — TPEBOXHO BCKpUYan CTapuK.

— XpucTa paau, He roBopuTe! — rAyxo MOABWA doMa.

MasikKMH B3TJIAHY/ Ha KPeCTHUKA U YMOJIK. JIMLO ®OMbl BbITAHYNOChL, nobneaHeno, u 6bno
MHOIO TAXENIOr0o U FOPbKOr0 U3YM/AIEHMSt B €ro MOJIYOTKPbIThIX rybax M B TOCKYHlEeM
B3rnsge... CnpaBa M CneBa OT AOPOrv fiexano nose, NOKPbITOe KJOUYbSAMU 3UMHUX OfEeXA.
Mo YepHbiIM NPOTAsIMHAM XJONOT/IMBO MNpbiraNv rpayu. Mo Mosio3bAMM BCXAUNbIBaNa Boaa,
rPA3HbIM CHEr BblleTasl U3-MOJ HOr JioWajedn. . .

— Hy ¥ rNyn Xe 4YesioBeK B CBOEW WHOCTU! — HErpoMKO BOCK/MKHYN MasikuH. CTOUT nepej
HUM NeHb AepeBa, a OH BUAUT — MOpAA 3BepeBa... O -X0-XO!
— FoBOpuTe MpsIMbIMA CJIOBaMu, — YIrpoMO CKa3lal ooma.

— Yero TyT roBOpuUTb? [le/lo0 ICHOe: AEeBKU-CUBKKU, 6abbl — MoOnoko; 6abbl 6AM3KO, AeBKU
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— [aneKko... CcTano 6bITb, MAM K COHbKe, exenu 6e3 >Toro He Moxeuwb, — U roeopu en
npaMo — TakK, MOJa, U TakK... ﬂypaMKa! yero X Thl AyGMbCH? yero nbiXuwbcaA?
— He noHuMMaeTe Bbl...— TUXO CKa3ajs doma.

— Yyero s He noHumMaw? S BCE nNOHMMa!

— Cepaua, cepaue ecTb y 4yenoBeka!.. — TUXO cKa3an loHowa.
MasKWUH Npuwypun rnasa nm OoTBeTUN:

— YMa, 3HAuYuUT, HeT...

VI

OXBAYE€HHbIN TOCK/IMBOW M MCTUTeNbHOW 310601 npuexan ¢omMa B ropoj. B HeM Kuneno
CTpacCTHOE XeflaHMe OCKOPObUTb MeAblHCKYW, HAAPYraTbCsA HAA Hel. Kpenko CTUCHYB 3Yy0bl
M 3aCYHYB PYKM IlyboOKO B KapMaHbl, OH HECKOJSIbKO 4YaCOB KpPAAY pacxaxuBan no
NYCTbIHHBIM KOMHaTaM CBOEro AomMa, CYPOBO XMypwun 6poBM U BCE BbINAYUBAN TPYAb
Bnepen. Cepiuy e€ro, noJIHOMy obuibl, 6blI0 TECHO B rpyAu. OH TAXENO U MepHO Tonan
Horamm no nony, Kak byaTo KoBan CBOW 3/00y.

— Moanas... aHresnom Hapsaunacob!
HOPOﬁ Hajexna p06KMM FO/Z1I0COM NnoAacCKas3biBasa emy:
«MoxeT, BCEé 3TO KjleBeTa...»

HO OH BCMNOMWHAN A3aPTHYKW YBEPEHHOCTb U CUNY peyen KpeCcTHOro U Kpenye CTUCKUBAN
3ybbl, eue 6onee BhINAYMBAN TPylAb Brepes.

MasikuH, 6pocMB B rpsA3b MedplHCKY, TeM CaMmbiM CAenan ee AOCTYMHOM ANs KpeCcTHUKA, U
CKOpOo ¢oMa MOHAN 3TO. B AENOBbIX BECEHHUX XJI0MOTAX MPOUIO HECKOSbKO AHEn, U
BO3MYylleHHble YyBCTBA ®OMbl 3aTUXIN. TPYCTb O MoTepe 4yenoBeka nputynuna 37106y Ha
XEHWMHY, a MbIC/Ib O AOCTYMHOCTM XEHWWHbl YCUIWNa BreyeHue K Hew. He3ameTHO Ans
cebda OH peumn, 4yTo emy cieayeT nontu Kk Codbe MaBAOBHE U MpPAMO, MPOCTO CKA3aTb
e, Yyero OH xo4yeT OT Hee, — BOT U BCE!

Npucnyra MeablHCKOM npuBbiIK1a K ero noceuweHnAMm, MU Ha BOMPOC ero «aoma nu 6apHHﬂ?»
— FOpPpHUYHaAA CKa3ana:

— MoxanynTe B FOCTUHYI. ..

OH opobes HEMHOXKO... HO, YBMAAB B 3epKane CBOKW CTaTHyl ¢purypy, o6TaHyTyw
CIOPTYKOM, CMyrjoe CBO€ /IMLO B paMKe MNyWwWCTOW 4yepHOM OOpoAKM, Cepbe3Hoe, C
60NblMMM TEMHbIMM Ffla3aMu, — MNPUNOAHAN MJeYM M YBEPEHHO MNollen Bhepej yepes 3ai...

A HaBCTpeyy eMy TUXO M/blIM 3BYKU CTPYH — CTPaAHHble TakKuMe 3BYKM: OHUM TOYHO
CMeS/INCb TUXMM, HeBecesNbiM CMEXOM, XaJloBaJIMCb HAa YTO-TO U HEXHO Tporanun cepjaue,
TOYHO MPOCUNN BHUMAHUA U He HAAEeA/NINCb, 4YTO MonyyaT ero... ooMa He JiwbUN CnywaTb
My3blKy — OHa BCerja Bbi3biBasla B HEM FpyCTb. [Jlaxe Korga «MmalWmHa» B TpakTupe
HauyMHana urpaTh YTO-HUOYAb 3ayHbIBHOE, OH oOllyllal B FpyAu TOCKIMBOE TOM/IEHUE U
NPOCW/ OCTAHOBUTb «MAWMHY» WAM YXOAUN OT Hee nojasnblie, YyBCTBYSl, YTO He MOXeT
CMOKOMHO CAylaTb 3TUX pedyen 6e3 CnoB, HO MOJIHbLIX Cne3 M xanob. U Tenepb OH
HEBONIbHO OCTAHOBW/CA Y ABepen B FOCTUHYI.

[lBepb Oblna 3aBeweHa AJIMHHbIMA HUTSAMM pa3HoOUBETHOro bucepa, HaHM3AHHOMO TakK, 4YTO
OH 0b6bpa3oBan NPUUYA/IMBbIA Y30p KAKUX-TO PACTEHUN; HUTU TUXO Konebanucb, U
Ka3a/lioCcb, YTO B BO3AyXe sieTawT OneaHble TeHW LBETOB. JTa Mpo3payHas nperpaja He
CKpblBana OT rJla3 BHYTPEHHOCTUM FOCTUHOM. MedplHCKasA, CUAS HA KyweTKe B CBOEM
nbuMoM yronke, urpana Ha MaHAONIMHE. BOJbWOW SIMOHCKWUWA 30HT, MPUKPENJIeHHbIK K
CTeHe, OCEHS/1 NecTPOTOM CBOMX KPACOK MASIeHbKY XEeHWMHY B TEMHOM NnaTbe; BblCOKas
bpoH30Bas namMna noj KpacHbiM abaxypom obnvMBana ee CBeTOM BeyepHen 3apu. HexHble
3BYKM TOHKUX CTPYH NevyasibHO ApOXajn B TeCHOW KOMHATe, MOJIHOM MSrKOro v AYWUCTOro
CyMpaKa. BOT XeHwuHa onycTuia MaHAO/IMHY HA KOJIeHW cebe M, MNpOoAOoXas TUXOHbKO
TporaTb CTPYHbl, CTajsa MPUCTa/ibHO BCMAaTpMBaTbCA BO 4YTO-TO Bhnepean cebs.

doMa CMOTpeN Ha Hee W Buaen, 4TO HaeauHe cama C cobon oHa He 6blia Takow
KpacuBoW, Kak Mnpu NAAX, — ee NNLO0 Cepbe3Hee M CTapen, B rfasax HeT BbipaxeHus
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JTACKM U KPOTOCTU, CMOTPAT OHM CKY4YHO, U no3a ee bbna ycTanon, Kak bByaTo XeHwMHa
XoTena NoAHATLCA U — He Morna.
OHOWA KawnsHy”n. . .

— K70 3T9? — TPEeBOXHO B3ApPOrHyB, CHNpOCW/Ia XeHWuHa. WU CTPyHbl B3APOrHynn, mn3aaB
TPeBOXHbIN 3BYK.

— 3To s, — CKa3sajn ooma, OTKMAbIBAA PYKOW HUTU Bucepa.
— A! Ho Kak Bbl TMXO... Paja BuMAeTb Bac... CaauMTechb!.. MoyemMy Tak AaBHO He 6bIU?

NnpoTArveas emy pyKy, OHa APYrol yKasbiBasia Ha MajsieHbKOe Kpecno okosio cebs, u
rnasa ee ynblbanncb pagoCcTHO.

— E34MNn B 3aTeu Mapoxojbl CMOTpeTb, — FOBOpWSI doMa C MpeyBesIMYeHHOW pa3BA3HOCTLIO,
noABuUras Kpecso 6nmxe K KyleTKe.

— YTo, B MONAX ele MHOroO cHera?
— CKOJIbKO BaM YrogHo... HO 3a0poBO TaeT. o goporam — BOAa Be3je...
OH CMOTpen Ha Hee u ynbibanca. JONXHO b6bIThb. MeAplHCKAs 3amMeTuna pa3BA3HOCTb ero

nopeaeHna n HoBoe B ero ynu6Ke — OHa onpaBuna njaTtbe M OTOABUHYJNIACb OT Hero. WX
rnasa BCTPeTWINCb — N MejblHCKAas OnycTwuja roJioBy.

— TaeT! — 3aAyMuMBO CKa3asia OKa, pa3rfifjbiBas KoJibLO Ha CBOEM MU3MHLE.
— H-ja... pydybu Be3ge... — Jwbyscb CBoMMM BOTWMHKamu, coobumn ooma.
— DTO Xopouwo... BecHa uaeT...

— YX Tenepb He 3a4epXuT...

— MpuaeT BecHa, — MOBTOpWIa MeAblHCKas HErpoMKO M KakK Obl BCAywMBasiCb B 3BYK CJIOB.
— BMbNATbCA CTaHYT /AW, — YCMEXHYBWWCb, CKa3a/l ®oMa M 3a4eM-TO KPEeNnKo noTep
PYKWU.

— Bbl co6wpaeTer? — CyXO cnpocwuna MepaplHCKasA.
— MHe — Heyero... S — AaBHO!.. BnwbneH Ha BCW XMU3Hb...
OHa MeNbKOM B3rJidHy/la Ha Hero U CHoBa Havajna urpaTtb, 3aAyMyuUBO OBOpSA:

— Kak 3TO Xopowo, 4YTO Bbl TOJIbKO elle HayunHaeTe XUTb... Cepale MNOJIHO CUMbl... U HeT
B HeM HMYero TemMHOro...

— CothbA MaBnoBHa! — TUXO BOCKAMKHYN doMa. OHA 1IACKOBbIM XEeCTOM OCTaHOBW/A ero.

— Mopoxante, FOﬂy6HMK! cerogHa a4 Mory ckasaTb BaM... YTO-TO Xopouwee... 3HaeTe —
Yy 4yenoBekKka, MHOIo noxueuwero, 6biBaOT MUHYTHI, KOrga OH, 3arndHyB B CBOe cCepjlue,
HEOXUAAHHO HAaXOAWUT TaM... HeYTO AABHO 3abbiToe... OHO Jiexasno rae-To Fﬂy6OKO Ha
AHe cepaua rogbl... HO He yTpaTuno 6naroyxaHMﬂ IOHOCTU, N KOoraa nNamMATb AOTPOHETCA
JO Hero... Torjaa Ha 4yenoBeKa NOBEET... XMUBUTENbHOW CBEXECTbH yTpa AHEn. ..

CTpyHbl Noj ee nanblaMu ApOXanu, Naakaau, $doMe Ka3aloCb, UYTO 3BYKM UX U TUXUN
FONOC XeHWMWHbl STACKOBO U HEXHO WeKoYyT ero cepjgue... HO, TBepAbM B CBOEM peleHuu,
OH BC/NYWMBA/CA B €e CJ/I0BA M, HE MOHMMAs MX COAEepXaHus, Ayman:

«roBopu! Tenepb yx He MOBEPW HMKAKUM TBOUM peyam...»

3TO pa3jpaxano ero. Emy 6b110 XanKo, 4TO OH He MOXeT ChnyuaTb ee peyb Tak
BHMMATENbHO N AO0BepPYMBO, KaK paHble, 6HBaﬂO, cnywan. ..

— Bbl AymMaeTe O TOM, KaK HYXHO XUTb? — CNpOCKIA XEHWMHA.

— WHOM pa3 noaymaewb — a MOTOM onsTb 3abyaewb. Hekorpa! — ckasan ¢oma u
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YCMexXHyncsa. — [la U 4To AymMaTb? BuAMllb, KaK XUBYT JOAWU... HY, CTano 6bITb, Halo uM
noapaxaTh.

— AX, He penanTte 3Toro! MoxanenTte cebsA... Bbl TakKoOW... CAaBHbM!.. ECTb B Bac
YyTo-TO 0cobeHHoe, -4T0? He 3Haw! Ho 3To YyBCTBYeTCH... U MHe KaxeTcsa, Bam byaeT
YXaCHO TPYAHO XMTb... S yBepeHa, 4YTO Bbl He noniete O6bYHBIM NyTeM J0Ael Balero
Kpyra... HeT! BaM He MOXeT 6biTb MPUATHA XWU3Hb, LEUKOM MOCBSAlLlEHHAs MOroHe 3a
pybnem... o, HeT! 4 3Haw, — BaM Xo4yeTCHA 4ero-To WHOro... Aa?

OHa roBopwuna bbICTpO, C TPeBOroW B rnasax. doMa Ayman, rAafs Ha Hee:

«K YyeMy 3TO OHa KJIOHUT?»

NMoABMHYBWWCb K HeMy, OHa 3arnsjpiBana B vUo ero, ybeauTenbHO roBops:

— YcTpouTe cebe XM3Hb KakK-HUOYAb WMHA4ye... Bbl CUAbHbLIA, MOJIOAOWM... XOpouwun!..

— A KONnuM Xopow A, TaK U MHe J0JIXHO 6bITb xopomo! — BOCKJ/IMKHYNn doma, YyBCTBYSA, Kak
MM oOBJlajeBaeT BOJIHeEHMe n cepjaue Ha4vyunHaeT TpeneTHOo butbcA. ..

— AX, Ha 3em/ie BCerja XOpoWWM XyXe, YeM AYpPHbIM!.. — C rpycTbld CKa3asia MeAbHCKas.
M CHOBA W3-MOA NajiblLeB ee 3anpbirajn Apoxaume HOTKM My3blKM. ®oMa MO4YyBCTBOBAs,
YTO, €CAU OH CeM4Yac He HayHeT roBOPUTb TO, YTO HYXHO, — MO3AHEE OH HUYEero He
CKaxeT en...

«rocnoau, 6n1arocnoBu!» — MbIC/IEHHO npon3HeCc OH U NOHWXEHHbIM rosloCoM, C
HanpAaxeHnem B rpyam Havan:

— Cohbs NaBnoBHa! ByaeT yx!.. MHe HaAO roOBOPWUTbL... S Mpuwen cka3aTb BaM BOT 4TO:
6yaeT! Hago nocTynaTb NPAMO... OTKPbLITO... [pMBAEeKanM Bbl MeHS K cebe cHavyana... a
Ternepb BOT OTropaxvMBaeTeCb OT MeHSi... S He MOWMY, 4YTO Bbl FOBOPUTE... Y MEHS YyM

ryXoW... HO S BeAb YYBCTBYW — CMApATaTb Cebs Bbl XOTUTE... A BUXY — MOHMMAaeTe Bbl,

C 4yem s npwuwen!

Ero rnasa pasropajmcb, M C KaxAbiM CJIOBOM IOJIOC CTAHOBWJCHA ropsiyenm n rpomye. OHa
KayHy/laCb BCEM KOPMyCOM BMepej M TPEBOXHO CKa3asna:

O, nepecTaHbTe...

HeT yx — byay rosoputb!

S 3Haw, YTO Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTb...

— He BCé Bbl 3HaeTe! — C yrposon ckasan doma, BCTaBasg Ha HOrM. — A BOT Sl BCE 3Haw
npo Bac — BCE!

— Ja? Tem nydwe ana meHa! — CNOKOWHO nporoeBopwuia MepabpiHCKaA.

OHa TOXe BCTana C KYyWeTKWU, KaK bbl xenas yuTu Kyaa-To, HO, MOCTOSIB CEKYHAbl ABe,
CHOBa onycTu/lacb Ha CBOe MeCTO. JIMUuo y Hee b6bUIO cepbe3Hoe, rybbl NMIOTHO CXaTbl, HO
rnasa oHa onyctuna, U doma He BUAEN UX BblpaxeHusi. OH Aymas, 4TO KOrAa CKaxeT en:
«8 BCEé 3Halw Npo Bac!» — oHa ucnyraeTcsa, en byaeT CTbAHO, U, CMylleHHas, OHa
NonpocCUT Yy Hero npoljeHus 3a TO, YTO urpasa C HMM. Torja OH Kpenko obHuUMeT ee U
NPOCTUT. HO 3TOro He BLIWIO: OH CaM CMYTWICHA Npej ee CMNOKOWCTBMEM, CMOTpes Ha
Hee, WUCKan CNoB, 4TObbI MPOAONXKATb CBOW pPeyb, M He HaAXoAUN UX.

— Tem fydwe...— MOBTOPU/IA OHA CyXO M TBepAo. — TaK Bbl y3Hanu BCEé, Aa? MU,
KOHEYHO, OCYAMIN MeHs, KaK M CneaoBaso... S NoHMMaw, A BMHOBATA Mpej BaMmu. ..
Ho... HeT, s He byay onpaBAbIBATbLCSA. ..

OHa 3amonyana, BAPYr HEpPBHbIM XECTOM MOAHAB PYKW BBEPX, CXBAaTWNacCb 3a rOMOBY... W

cTajna onpaeaATb BOJOCHI. . .
ooma rnyboKo B3AOXHYN. C/ioBa MeAbIHCKOM yOunu B HEM KaKyw-TO Hadexiay, Haaexay,

NPUCYTCTBME KOTOPOM B CepAue CBOeM OH_OWyTWa /Jvwb Tenepb, Koraa oHa bwbina ybuTta.
M C ropbKUM YNpeKkoMm, MoKaumBas rosoBOW, OH CKa3an:

CTpaHuua 69



¢oma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
— BbiBAJIO, CMOTPEN A Ha Bac M AyMan: «3Kas OHa Kpacusas, xopowas... ronybka!..» A
Bbl BOT Camy rOBOpPUTE — BWHOBaTa... 3xmal

ronoc ero obopBancsa. A XeHUWWHA TUXOHbKO 3acMessach.
— KakoW Bbl C/aBHbIW U CMELHOWN. . .

NapeHb CMOTpeNn Ha Hee, 4YyBCTBYA CebAa 00e30pyXeHHbIM ee SIACKOBbIMK C/lOBAMU U
nevyanbHOW ynblbKOW. TO XOJIOAHOE U XeCTKOoe, YTO OH WMeNn B rpyau NpPOTUB Hee, Tasso
B HeM OT Tennoro 6necka ee rnas. XeHwwWHa Kaslanacb eMmy Tenepb MaJieHbKOW,
6e33aWMTHOM, KaK AMTA. OHA FOBOpM/IA YTO-TO JIACKOBbIM FO/IOCOM, TOYHO ynpawveana, U
BCE ynblbanacb; HO OH He BC/NyWMBANICA B ee CJIOBA.

- Mpuwen A K Bam, — 3aroBOpun OH, nepebusas ee peuyb, — 6e3 xanoctu!.. Ayman — a
el ckaxy! A HMYero He CKasaN... M He XxoyeTcA... Cepiue ynano... [bliMTe Bbl Ha
MeHS KaK-TOo... 3X, HanpacHo A yBuaan Bac! UYTo Bbl MHE? YX0AWTb, BWUAHO, HAAO...

— NMojoxauTe, ronybunmk, He yxoauTe! — TOPOMIMBO CKa3lana XeHWWHa, NPOTATrMBas K
HEMY pYKYy. — 3ayeM Xe TaK... CypoBO? He cepauTecb Ha MeHA! YTo A Bam? BaM HyxHa
MHas noapyra, Takas Xe npocTas, 340POBas AyWOW, KaK Camu Bbl... OHa A0NXHA 6bITb
Becenas, 6oapas... S BeAb yxe CTapyXa... {9 BOT TOCKYW... TaK MyCTO U CKYYHO
KMBETCS MHe... Tak nycto! 3HaeTe, — Korga 4YenoBeK MPUBbIKHET XMTb Beceno, a
pajoBaTbCsA HeE MOXeT, — MJoOX0 eMy! CMeeTCA He OH, — XWU3Hb CMEeTCSH Haj HUM... A
noau. .. MocnywanTe! Kak MaTb, COBETYW Bam, Mpowy W yMO/AsAw Bac — He ClywanTe
HUKOrO, KpoMe Ballero cepaua! XuBUTe Tak, Kak OHO BaM MOACKAxXeT. JIOAU HUYEro He
3HaT, HUYEro He MOryT CKa3aTb BEpPHOro... He ciywamnTte ux!

CTapascb FOBOPUTHL Mpole U NOHATHee, OHAa BOJIHOBaNaCb, W C/0BA €e peyu CbinaaucChb
OAHO 3a Apyrum TOpPOMAMBO, HecBA3HO. Ha rybax ee BCE Bpems urpasna xanobHas
yCMellKa.

— XM3Hb CTpora... OHa Xo4yeT, 4TODO BCe NioAM MOAYMHANUCHL ee TpeboBaHWAM, TOJIbKO
OYeHb CU/bHble MOFyT 6e3HaKa3aHHO COMPOTMBAATLCA eh... Jla M MOoryT nuM? O, ecau 6
Bbl 3HANU, KaK TAXKENO XWUTb... YeNoBeK AOXOAUT AO TOro, YTO HauyumHaeT 6osATbCS
cebsA... OH pa3ABoAeTCA HAa CyAb WU NpecTynHUKA, U CyAUT caMm cebsa, U uuweTt
onpaejaHua nepej cobor... M OH FOTOB M JeHb M HOYb ObITL C TeM, KOro npesupaeT,
KTO MPOTUBEH €My, — JiMllb Obl He BbITb HaeauHe C cammm coboi!

®oMa MOAHSAN FONIOBY U CKa3ajl HefOBEpPuYMBO U C YAMBJIEHUEM:

— He noWMy HMKaK i — 4yTO Takoe? U JIwboBb TO Xe FOBOPUT. ..

— Kakas — JiwboBb? YTO roBOpUT?

— CecTpa... TO Xe camMoe, — HA XM3Hb BCE xanyeTcsi. Henb3sl, roBOPUT, XUTb...
— 0, bonblloe cyacTbe, 4YTO YyXe Tenepb OHAa roOBOPUT 06 3TOM...

— Cya-acTbe! Xopowo cyacTbe, OT KOTOPOro CTOHYT Aa xanobsaTcs...

— Bbl — cnywamte, — B xanobax nwogen Bcerga MHOMO MyApoCTM... MyapocTb — 3TO
6onb. ..

ooma cnywan ybeauTenbHO 3BYYABWWA TONOC XEHWWHbl U C HeAOYMeHWeM ornspapiBascsa. Bcé
6bl10 A AaBHO 3HAKOMO €My, HO CerojHs BCE CMOTpPENO Kak-TO HOBO, XOTS Ta Xe macca
Menoyern 3anosiHana KOMHATY, CTeHbl OblM NOKPbITHl KapTUHAMKM, NONOYKAMU, KpacCUBble U
sApKMe Belwuubl OTOBCAY Ne3nM B rjasa. KpacHoOBaTbi CBeT Jsiamnbl TPeBOXHOE HaBOAMI
YHblHMe. CyMpaK nexan Ha BCeM, Koe-rje U3 Hero Tyckno bnecteno 3010710 pam, benbie
naTHa Gapgopa. TaAxenole maTepun HENOABUXHO BUCENU HA ABepsAX. BCE 3TO cCTecHsAno,
JaBWUIO ®OMY, U OH YyBCTBOBan cebs 3annyTaBwMMCsi. EMy Xanko Ob1o XeHWwMHy. HO oOHa
M pasjpaxana ero.

— Bbl C/bMTE, KakK s roBOpw C Bamu? S xoTena Obl ObIThb BalWeh MaTepbl, CECTPOW. ..
HMKOrAa HUKTO He Bbi3blBaJl BO MHE TaKOro Tenjaoro 4yBCTBAa, KaK Bbl... A Bbl CMOTpUTE
Ha MeHS TakK... HeApyxenwbHo... BepuTe Bbl MHe? Aa? HeT? . OH MOCMOTpPeN Ha Hee U
CcKasan, B3ApIxaf:

— He 3Haw! Bepun a...
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— A Tenepb? — BLICTPO CNpoCKIA OHA.

— A Tenepb — yﬁTM MHe nydwe! He MoHMMaKw A HUYero... U cebs s He noHumaw... llen A
K BaM M 3Haja, 4YTO CKa3aTb... A Bbiwia KaKafa-TO NyTaHuua... HaTawwam Bbl MEHA Ha
pOXOH, pa33apgopuan... A NOTOM roBoputTe — 4 Tebe MaTb! CTano 6bITb, OTBAXUCH!

— MNonMMTe — MHe xalko Bac! — Tuxo BOCKJ/IMKHYNA XeHLUMHa.

Pa3japaxeHne nNpoTUB Hee BCE pPoOC/io y $OMbl, U MO Mepe TOro, Kak OH FOBOpwW/, peyb
ero CrtaHoBwilaCb HacCMeWIMBOW... OBOpPA, OH BCTPAXMBAJ MJieyamMn, TOYHO pBan
onyTasllee ero.

— Xanko?.. DTOro MHe He Hajo... X, rOBOPUTb A He Mory! Ho — ckaszan 6ol s Bam!..
Hexopowo Bbl CO MHOW cAenanan — 3a4dem, MOAyMaellb, 3aBJieKaJu 4yenoBeka? AU A BaMm
urpywka?

— MHe TOJIbKO XOTeNioCb BMAETb BaC OKoMo cebs...— ckasana XeHWWnHa npocTo U
BUHOBATbLIM FOJIOCOM. OH He CJiblan 3TUX CJIOB.

— A KakKk pgowno Ao Aena — UCNyrajimcb Bbl U OTrOpOAUSINCE OT MeHA... KaATbCA CTalu...
Xu3Hb moxasa! U 4To Bbl BCE Ha XWM3Hb XanyeTecb? Kakas Xu3Hb? YesiloBEK XWU3Hb, U,
KpoMe 4YesioBekKa, HUKAKOM ewe XuU3HWM HeT... A Bbl ewe Kakoe-TO 4yyjaoBuue BblAymMasln. ..
3TO Bbl — A/IA OTBOAA a3, ANA onpaBAdHuA cebdA... HabanyeTe, 3anayraeTecb B
pa3HbIX BblAYMKAX WM — CTOHATb! «AX, XM3Hb! OX, XM3Hb!» A He camu Bbl ee genanu? WU,
cebsa xanobamu npukpbiBas, — APYrux cmyuwaeTte... Hy, cObunucb Bbl C AOPOrU, a MeHs
3ayeM cbuBaTb? 310CTb, 4YTO /KN, 3TO B BaC: jAeckKaTb, — MHe NJoxo, nycTtb " Tebe
byaeT nnoxo, — Ha xe! Tak, 4YTO nAM? 3x Bbl! KpacoTy Bam 60Or jpan aHrenbCckyw, a
cepaue rae y Bac?

OH B3aparvBasl BeCb, CTOA MPOTUB Hee, U OrnapbiBasl ee C HOI A0 ro0JIoBbl YKOPU3HEHHbIM
B3rnaaoMm. Tenepb C/ZiI0Ba BbIXOAWIN U3 TPyaAUu Y Hero CB060AHO, roBopun OH HerpomMmkKko,
HO CUNbHO, N emy 6bi10 MPUATHO FOBOPUTbL. XeHWuHa, MNOAHAB r0OJIOBY, BCMAaTpuBasiaCb B
nnuyo emMy WHUPOKO OTKPLIThIMKA TJla3aMn. ry6m Yy Hee B3japaruvBann, n peskune MOPWUHKHU
ABUWINCb Ha Yyrnax ux.

— KpacwuBbii YeNoBEK U XUTb XOPOWO AONXEH... A Npo BaC BOH roBOPAT...— [O/0C ero
obopBancsa, U, MaxHyB PyKOW, OH Fyx0 3aKoH4Yun: — MpowanTe!
— MpowanTe!.. — TUXOHbKO CKa3ana MeApiHCKaA. OH He Mojan en pyku u, KpyTo

NMOBEPHYBIWKXCbL, Nowen npo4yb OT Hee. HO y ABepu B 3a71 NOYYBCTBOBAJZl, YTO eMy XaJiKO
ee, M MOCMOTpesl Ha Hee 4yepe3 naeyo. OHa cTOodANna Tam, B Yrjay, OAHA, PYKU ee
HeNOABUXHO JiexXaJin BAOJIb Ty/10Bulla, a roJjioBa bbina CKOHeHa.

OH MOHSAN, 4YTO HeNb3s eMy TakK YWTU, CMyTWICA U TUXO, HO 6e3 pacKasHWA MPOrOBOPWI:

— MoxeT, s obuaHoe 4TO cKasan — npocTuTe! Bce-Taku fA... /w0baw Bac... — OH TAXeNo
B3[OXHY/, a XeHWWHa TUXOHbKO M CTPaHHO 3acmesnacs. ..

— HeT, Bbl He obuaenn MeHa... WauTte c 6orom!

— Hy, Tak npouwawnTe! — MoBTOpuI doMa elje Twule.

— Ja...— TaK Xe TUXO OTBeTWNa XeHWMHa. $doMa OTOPOCUN PYKOW HMUTU bucepa; OHWU

KOMbIXHY/IUCb, 3allypwlain U KOCHY/JUCb €ro ueku. OH B3APOrHy/a OT 3TOr0 XONOAHOIro
NMPUKOCHOBEHMA W YlleNn, YHOCS B FpyAW CMyTHOe, TsAXenoe 4YyBCTBO, CepAue bunocb Tak,
Kak BOyATO Ha Hero HakuHyTa b6bina MArkas, HO Kpenkas ceTb...

YX HOuYb 6blna, cBeTMna NiyHa, MOPO3 MOKPbUT NIyXM MNieHKamu cepebpa. ooma wen no
TpoTyapy M pa3buBan TpPoCTb 3TU MJIEHKU, A& OHM FPYCTHO XPYCTenu. TeHW OT AOMOB
nexann Ha Jopore YepHbiMU KBaapaTamui, a OT AepeBbeB — MNPUYYASMBLIMM y3opamu. WU
HEKOTOpble M3 HUX ObIM NMOXOXWM HA TOHKME PyKM, BEecnoMowHo XBaTaBWMECA 3a 3emiw. ..

«YyTo OHa Tenepb aenaeTt?» — Ayman éoma, npeacrtaBnasn cebe XeHWWHY OAWHOKYW, B yrny
TeCHOWM KOMHaThbl, Cpeian KpaCHOBATOrNo cCcympaka...

«Jlyywe MHe 3abbiTb Mpo Hee...» — pewwn OH. Ho 3abbiTb Henb3s 6bUIO, OHA CTOsNA
nepeji HWM, BbI3bIBAS B HEM TO OCTPYW XaNoCTb, TO pa3apaxeHne u paxe 3106y. 0bpas
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ee Obl1 TAaK APOK U AyMbl O HEM TaAK TAXesbl, TOYHO OH HEC 3TY XeHWWHY B rpyam
CBOEeN... HaBCTpeuyy eMmy exasna nponeTka, HanosHAs TUWUHY HOuM Apebe3roMm Kosec no
KaMHSIM U CKPUMOM MX MO NbAy. M3BO34YMK M CEAOK KayaiucCb M MOANpbIrMBanvM B Hewn; oba
OHM 3a4eM-TO HarHy/JuCb BMepeji W BMeCTe C JIOWAAbH COCTABMAAM OAHY OOMblUYH YepHyl
Maccy. Ynuua 6bina ucnewpeHa NATHaMM CBeTa M TEHEW, HO BAanaM Mpak bbn Tak rycT,
TOYHO CTeHa 3aropaxuBana ynauuy, BO3BblWAACL OT 3emnu Ao Heba. doMe noyemy-TO

noaymanocb, 4YTO 3TWU NIOAU He 3HAWT, KyAa eAyT... WM caMm OH TOxXe He 3HaeT, Kyaa
naeT... EMy nNpeACTaBWICA CBOM AOM — WECTb DOAbWMX KOMHAT. TeTka AHOUCA yexana B
MOHACTbIPb M, MOXET b6biTb, yXe He BOpPOTMTCA OTTyda, yMpeT... JloMa — MBaH, ABOPHMK,

CekneTtes — CTapas AeBa, Kyxapka W FOpHMYHas, Aa 4epHas noxmaTtas cobaka, C TymbiM,
Kak y coma, pbiom. M cobaka Toxe cTapas...

«MNoxanyn, HaAO XEeHUTbCA...» — B3AOXHYB, NOAyMan éoma.

Ho eMy CTaso HeNOBKO U Aaxe CMeWHO MPU MbIC/IM O TOM, KaK JIeFrKO eMy XeHUTbCH.
MOXHO 3aBTpa Xe CKa3aTb KpecTHOMy, 4Tob OH cBaTan HeBecTy, M Mecsua He MNpoujeT,
KakK yxe B [OMe BMeCTe C HUM byJeT XUTb XeHUWHA. U AeHb U HOYb ByaeT OKONO Hero.
CKaxeT OH en:

«Nongem rynatb!» — n oHA nonaeT... CKaxeT: «MNonaeMm cnaTtb!» — Toxe MNomaeT...
3axoyeTcs en UenoBaTb ero — M OHa byaeT uUenoBaTb, e€C/M 6Bbl OH U He XOTen 3TOro. A
CcKka3aTb en «He Xoudy, ymau!» — oHa obuamTca... O 4yeM C Hel MOXHO byaeT roBOpUTH?
OH BCMOMMHAN 3HAKOMbIX bapblleHb. HeKOoTOopble M3 HUX ObIM KpacuBbl, U OH 3HaN, 4YTO
nwbas OXOTHO MonAaeT 3a Hero. HOo HM OAHY M3 HUX OH He XoTen Obl BUAETb XeHOW
CBOeN... Kak 3TOo, AOMXKHO b6biITb, CTbIAHO WU HENOBKO, KOrAa AeBYlIKA CTAHOBUTCH
XEHOW... U — 4YTO FOBOPAT APYr APYry Mosiojble, MNocjie BeHua, B cnajbHe? ¢oma
nonpoboBan noaymaTb Hajl TeM, 4YTO Obl OH CKa3aJ B 3TOM CJiydae, U CKOHODYXEHHO
3acMesNics, He HaxoAs HWKAKUX YAODOHbIX C/OB... MOTOM eMmMy BCMOMHWIacb Jliwba MaskuHa.
3Ta, HaBepHoe, cama b6bl nepeas 3aroBopuia, KaKUMU-HUOYAb UYyXKUMU, €l U
6ecToONKOBbIMM CNOBaMM. .. EMy Ka3anoCb NOYeMy-TO, UYTO BCe C/IOBA Yy Hee Yykue U 4YTo
OHa He TO FOBOPUT, UYTO AO/IXKHA FOBOPUTH JAEBYIIKA €e SeT, HAPYXKHOCTU U
NPOUCXOXAEHUSA . . .

TyT ero MbiC/lb OCTAaHOBWNACb Ha xanobax JwboBW. OH Mowen Tuwe, MOPAXEHHbIA TeMm, 4YTO
BCe JIOAN, C KOTOPbIMA OH BAN30K M MOMHOrY FOBOPUT, — FOBOPAT C HMM BCerjga o
XM3HM. W oTel, W TeTKa, KPecTHbn, JiboBb, Codbs MaBNOBHA — BCE OHM WAM ydyaT ero
MOHMMATb XW3Hb, WM XaJNyWTCA Ha Hee. EMy BCMOMHU/IMCbL CNOBa O CyAbbe, CKa3aHHble
CTapuKOM Ha Napoxoje, W MHOIMO APYrUX 3aMeyaHW’ O XU3HWU, YMPEKOB el U FopbKUX
Xanob Ha Hee, KOTOpble OH MENbKOM C/blilas OT Pa3HbiX JI0AEN.

«YTO 3TO 3HAUUT? — AymanoCb emy, — YTO TaKoe XW3Hb, eC/ZIn 3TO He noan? A nwogu
BCeraga roBopAaT TaK, Kak 6yATO 3TO He OHU, a eCTb ele 4YT1o-TO, KpomMe nwigen U OHO
mMelwaeT UM XUTb».

XyTKOe 4YyBCTBO CTpaxa OXBAaTWIO MapHSA; OH B3APOTrHYN U BbICTPO OrNSHYNCSA BOKPYr. Ha
ynvue 6bi10 MYCTHIHHO M TUXO; TeMHble OKHAa AOMOB TYCKJ/IO CMOTpesiM B CyMpaK Houu, W
no cTteHam, no 3abopam crneiom 3a ¢OMOW ABUrasaCb €ro TeHb.

— W3BO34YMK! — rpoMKO 3aKpuyan OH, YCKOpSs warun. TeHb BCTPeneHyslacb U MNyrinBO
nononsna 3a Hum, 6e3MoONIBHas WU 4YepHas.

VII

Mpousnio C Heaesw BPeMeHW Mnocjie pa3roBopa C MeAbHCKOM. WU AHM U HouM obpas ee
HEOTCTYNHO CTOAN npej ®OMOW, BbI3bIBAA B Cepjle Holwlee 4yBCTBO. EMy XOTenoCb NonTu
K Hel, OH bonen oT XenaHWs CHoBa ObITb OKOJIO HEe, HO XMYPWU/ICS U He XOTeN YCTYNUTb
3TOMY XefaHuw, YCepAHO 3aHUMAACb AefaMu U BO3byxaas B cebe 37100y NPOTUB XEHLWMHbI.
OH 4YyBCTBOBa/l, YTO €C/M OH MOMAET K Hen, TO YBUAMUT €e He TaKOW yxe, KaKou
OCTaBMWA, B HEW YTO-TO JO/KHO M3MEHUTHLCA NOC/Ee pa3roBOpa C HUM, M YXe He BCTpPeTuT
OHa ero TaK N1aCKOBO, KaK paHblle BCTpeyana, He ynblbHeTCA emy SICHOM ynblbKon,
BO3OyxAaBWen B HeM Kakme-TO OcCobeHHble AyMbl M Hajexibl. BOSiCb, YTO 3TOro He byaer,
a AOJIXHO bBbITb YTO-TO APYroe, OH YAepxuBan ceba u myuuncs...

PaboTa M TOCKa O XeHWWHe He Mewanu emy AymMaTb U O XU3HU. OH He paccyxapan 06 >ToM
3araake, Bbi3blBaBlWEN B cepaue ero TpeBOXHOe YYyBCTBO, — OH He yMesl paCCyxXaaTb; HO
CTan YyTKO NpucnywmBaTbCA KO BCeMy, YTO JIIOAN FOBOPUIM O XU3HU. OHU HUYEro He
BbIACHANN eMy, a /Nullb yBenynBain HeagoymeHme 1 nopoxigasn B HeM Noao3puTesibHoe
YYBCTBO K HUM. OHMU 6bi1n NOBKW, XWUTPbl U YMHbl — OH 3TO Buaen; B AeslaX C HUMU
BCerga HyXHO 6bin10 AepXaTbCA OCTOPOXHO; OH 3Ha/Nl yXe, 4YTO B BaXHbIX C/ly4YaAX HUKTO
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M3 HUX He rOoBOPUT TOro, 4YTOo AyMaeT. W, BHUMATENbHO C/leAd 3a HUMM, OH 4YyBCTBOBAs,
YTO B3JAOXM UX U Xanobbl Ha XM3Hb BbI3bIBANT B HEM HejOoBepue. Monya, MOAO03PUTESbHbIM
B3r/IAAOM OH MPUCMATPUBANICA KO BCEM, W TOHKAs MopumHa pa3pe3ana ero sob...

OAHaxAbl YyTPOM, Ha bupxe, KPEeCTHbI CKa3an emy:

— AHAHMK npuexan... 30BeT Tebs... Tbl BEYEPKOM CXOAW K HeMmy, Ad, CMOTPU, SI3bIK-TO
CBOW MNOMNPUAEPXWN... AHAHUN OyAeT ero packayumBaTb, 4YTOO Tbl O Aenax MO3BOHWUI. ..
XUTpPbIA, CTapbii YE€pT... MpenogobHas nuca... BO3BeAeT oyM B Hebeca, a nany Tebe 3a
nasyxy 3anyCcTUT fAa KOWweNnb-TO WU BbITAWWUT... MoocTeperucob!..

— JIONXHbI Mbl emy? — cnpocun éoma.

— A Kak xe! 3a bapxy He 3annadyeHo Aa APOB B3ATO NATEPUKOB MONCOTHM HEAABHO. ..
Exenn byaeT BCE cpa3y NMPOCUTb — He AaBaW... Pybnb — WTyKa Khenkasa: 4yem bosblie B
TBOMX pyKax MOBepTUTCH, Tem Oosiblle KOMeek K Hemy MpuUCTaHeT...

— [la Bellb KaK Xe eMy He OTAaTb, €C/IM OH noTpebyeTt?
— A nycKan OH nnayeT-npocuUT, Tbl Xe peBM — jAa He jaBau!

AHaHUA CaBBUY llypoB 6bl1 KPYMHbI TOProOBEL, JIECOM, WMEsN OrPOMHYI J1eCONMUIKY, CTPOMUN
6apxu, FOHAN NAOThl... OH Ben Aena C MUrHaToM, M doMa He pa3 BMAEN 3TOr0 BbICOKOrO
M NPSAMOro, Kak COCHa, CTapuka C orpomHon benon 6opoAon U ANUHHBIMU pyKamn. Ero
bonblas M Kpacueas GUrypa C OTKPbITbIM JIMLOM M SICHbIM B3Tr/140M Bbi3biBasia y $OMbl
YYBCTBO YBaXeHUS K UlypoBY, XOTS OH C/blwan OT JIOAEN, YTO ITOT «JIECOBUK»
pa3zboraten He OT YECTHOro TpyAa W HEXOpoWo XMBeT y cebs aoma, B r/iyxoMm cesne
NnecHoro yesaa. OTeu, pacckasbiBan ¢ome, 4To WlypoB B MOMOAOCTWM, KOrAa euwe 6bin
6eAHbIM MYXMKOM, MNpuiOTMA Yy cebs B oropoge, B baHe, KAaTOPKHUMKA U KATOPXKHUK paboTan
ANA Hero (anbwueble AeHbru. C TOW MOpbl U Hayan AHaHWKA boraTeTb. OAHaxAbl 6aHsA y
Hero cropena, M B nenjie ee Hawiu OBYrJIeHHbIA TPYN YesioBeKa C PACKOJIOTbIM Yepernom.
roeopunu Ha cene, 4To llypoB cam ybun paboTHuMKka cBoero, — ybun u cxer. Takue peuu
roBOPWIUCb O MHOIMMX boravax ropoja, — BCe OHUW ByATO Obl CKOMWAW MWIJIMOHbI MYyTEM
rpabexen, ybumcTe, a rnaBHoe — cObITOM (GanbWMBLIX AeHer. doma C AeTCTBA
NPUCNYWNBANCA K MOAODOHBIM paccKa3aM M HUKOrAa He Aymas O TOM, BeEPHbl OHU WU HET.

3HaNn OH Takxe O llypoBe, 4YTO CTApPUK W3XUN ABYX X€H, — OAHA M3 HUX yMep/ia B MepBYyW
HOYb Mocfie CBaAbbbl B 0OBATUAX AHAHWUSA. 3aTeM OH OTOWA XeHy Yy CblHA CBOEro, a CbiH C
rops 3anMn U 4yTb He normb B NbSHCTBE, HO BOBPEMS OMOMHWJICHA W Yywen cnacaTbCs B
CKUTbl, Ha Mprus. A Korga nomepsna CHoxa-nwboBHUUA, lypoB B3sn B AOM cebe Hemytw
AEeBOYKY-HULYK, MO Cel AeHb XMBET C HeW, M OHA poamna emy MepTBOro pebeHka... MUas
K AHaHWI0 B FOCTMHMLY, POMa HEBOJIbHO BCMOMMHAN BCE, 4YTO C/blwan O CTapuke OT oTua
WM Apyrux njen, U 4yBCTBOBas, 4YTO lypoB CTan CTPAHHO WMHTEpeceH ANA Hero.

Korga ¢oma, OTBOPWUB ABEPb, MOYTUTENbHO OCTAHOBW/CA HA MOpore MajsieHbKOro Homepa C
OJAHVWM OKHOM, M3 KOTOPOro BMAHA bOblna TONBKO pXaBas Kpbllua CoCeaHero AomMa, — OH
YBMAQN, UYTO CTapbii WlypoB TONBKO YTO MPOCHYACA, CUMAMT Ha KpoBaTu, YyNepuwmcb B Hee
pykamm, “U CMOTPWUT B MNON, COMHYBWWACb TakK, 4YTO ANUHHAA bGenas 6Gopopa nexuTt Ha
KOJIeHsIX. HO, U COrHyBWWCb, OH ObUl BENUK. ..

— KTO BOwen? — He NOAHMMAS OJIOBHI, cnpocun AHAHUN CUMNNBIM U cepanTbiM rojloCoMm.

— 4. 3apaBCTBYWTe, AHaHWA CaBBWY... CTapuK MeAJIEHHO MOAHSAN rOJIOBY U, MpULlypUB
bonbwme rnasa, B3rAsAHYN Ha doMmy.

MrHaTOB CblH, 4YTO NU?

OH caMmblit. ..
— Hy... CaauCb BOH K OKHY, — MOrisauMm, KakoB Tbl! Yaem, 4TO AU, MOMOUTL?

4 6bl BbINUA. . .

— KOpUAOPHbIN! — KPUKHYN CTapuk, Hanpsaras rpyab, v, 3abpae 6opoay B ropcTb, CTan
Mo/siYa paccMaTpueBaTb ¢oMy. dOMA TOXe UCnoanobbAa CMOTpen Ha Hero.

BblCOKUIA 106 cCTapuka BeCb M3pe3aH mopuwmHamu. Cepble, KypuaBble Npaau BONOC
NOKpbIBA/IN €ro BUCKU U OCTpble YyUU,; rony6ue, CNOKOWHbIE TNla3a npuaaBajin BepXHeEU
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yacTu nMua ero BblpaxeHue Myapoe, b6naroobpasHoe. Ho rybbl y Hero 6biiM TOACTHI,
KpacHbl M Ka3aJMCb YYyXKUMW Ha ero nvue. [JVHHbIA, TOHKWMWA HOC, 3arHyTbii KHU3Y, TOYHO
cnpATaTbCA XOoTen B besibix ycax; CTApuK WeBenun rybamm, U3-noj HUX CBepKaau
XenTble, ocTpble 3ybbl. Ha Hem 6bina HajgeTa po3oBas pybaxa u3 cuTua, NOANOACAHHASA
WesIKOBbIM MOSICKOM, U YepHble WapoBapbl, 3anpaBJ/ieHHble B canoru. ooma CMOTPes Ha ero
rybol U ayman, 4To, HaBepHOe, CTApPWK TAKOB U €CTb, KaK FOBOPAT O HeM...

— A ManbyuMWKON-TO Tbl 6onble Ha oTua 6bin moxox!.. — BApPYr ckKa3an UypoB u
B3/l0XHY/N. OTOM, MOMONYAB, CAPOCUA: — MOMHUIIL OTLA-TO? MOMMIBLCA 3a Hero? Hazo,
HaJ0 MOMUTbLCA! — MPOAONXAN OH, BbLIC/NYWAB KPATKWUA OTBET ®OMbl. — BEJIMKUA TPewHUK
6bi1 UrHaT... U ymep 6e3 NOKaAHbA... B OAHOYACbE... BEJUKUA FpeuHukK!

He rpewHee, 4yam, APYrux-Tto, — XMypo OTBeTua éoMa, 0bUAEBUWMCH 3a OTLA.

Koro — K npumepy? — CTporo cnpocwun LUypoB.
— Mano nn rpewHnKos!

— IpewHee UrHaTa-noKOMHMKA OAUH €CTb 4YeslOBeK Ha 3em/le — OKasHHbIM (hapMa3oH, TBOM
KPeCTHbI fwKa... — OTYEeKaHW1 CTapuK.

— Bbl 3TO BepHO 3HaeTe? — oCBeAOMUNACA dOMA, YCMEXaACh.

— 47 4 3Haw! — yBepeHHO cka3an llypoB, KayHyB rOJIOBOM, W rjia3a ero noremHenu. — 4
caM ToxXe MNpeAcCTaHy npea rocnoAoM... He Hanerke... MoHecy C coboil Houwy TaXenyw
npes CBATOE NULO €ro... S caMm Toxe Tewwn AbSBONAA... TONbKO S B MUIOCTb FOCMOAHH
BEpyl, a SKa He BEepUT HU B YOX, HM B COH, HM B NTUYMM rpan... Swka B bora He
BEpPUT... 3TO A 3Haw! W 3a To, 4YTO He BepuUT, — Ha 3emne ewe byaeT HakasaH!

— W 3To Bbl 3HaeTe? — cnpocun éoma.

- U 3TO. .. Tbl He Aymaﬁ — A B€Ab M TO 3HA0, 4YTO CMEWHO Tebe cnywaTb MeHA...
Kakou-pe npo3opnueel,! HO yenoBek, KOTOpbIM MHOrO corpewnn, — BCerja yMmeH... [pex
— YYUT... OTTOro MadgkKkumH f[WKa U yMEH Ha peaKoCTb...

Cnyuwas cunbIi m yBepeHHHﬁ ronoc crapuvka, ooma noayman:
«CmMepTb, BUAHO, YyeT...»
KOpMAOpHHﬁ, MasieHbKUMA 4YenoBek C 61efHbIM, cTepTbiM N1MUOM, BHeC CamMoBap wu 6HCTpO,

MeNKMMM WaramMm ybexan uM3 HoMmepa. CTapuK pa3bupan Ha NOJAOKOHHMKE KaKue-TO Y3esKu
W roBOpwWa, He rAsAAs Ha SoOMy:

— [ep30K Tbl... W B3rnAA y Tebda — TeMHbil... PaHblie CBeT/0rnasbix woaend bonble
6bIf10. . . paHblle AywM CBeTnee 6bIN... PaHblle BCE 6bIO npoue — M AU U Fpexu... a
Tenepb Mowno BCE MyApeHoe... 3xe-xe!

OH 3aBapun yam, cen npoTuB $OMbl MU CHOBA Ha4an:

— B TBOM roabl oTel, TBOW... BOAOJIMBOM Torja Obl OH M OKOJIO Hawero cena c
KapaBaHOM CTOS/l... B TBOM rojbl UrHaT siceH Obl, Kak CTeKNo. B3r/siHyl Ha Hero M —
Cpa3y BUAMWbL, 4YTO 3a 4Ye/loBEK. A HA TebsA rasxy — He BUXY — 4YTO Tbl? KTO Tbl Takon?
M cam Tbl, NapeHb, 3TOr0 He 3Haellb... OTTOr0 W Nponajelb... Bce TenepeuwHue nwan —
nponacTb AOMIXHbI, MOTOMY — He 3HAWT cebsA... A XU3Hb — OypesioM, U HYXHO yMeTb
HaWTU B HEW CBOW AOPOry... rAe oHa? W BCe MAYTAWT... A AbABOA PaA... XeHuncsa Tbl?

— HeT ewe, — cka3an doma.

— BOT M 3TO... HexeHaT, a yx, yal, [AABHO MoraH... Hy, a paboTaewb B fAene TBOeM
MHOI0?

— MpuxoanTCA... A C KpPeCTHbIM MOKa...

— Kakas Tenepb y Bac paboTa? — Kauyas roJloBOW, FOBOPWI CTApWUK, M rnala ero BCé
urpanuM, TO TemHes, TO CHOBA MPOACHAACb. — HeT y Bac Tpyaa! PaHblie Kynei no Aeny
Ha NoWAAAX €34uf... B MeTeNlb, HO4YbW... eaeT! Pa3boOMHWKM XA4aNW ero Ha gopore u
ybuBanu... ymmpan OH MyYEHUKOM, KPOBbH OMbIBIWIM FPexu CBOW... Tenepb B BaroHe
efyT... AenewM pacchialT... a TO BOH, C/blilb, TakK BbiAyManuM, 4YTO B KOHTOpe y cebs
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rOBOPUT YesIoBeK, UM 3a MATb BEPCT €ro CJbIlHO... TYT yX He 6e3 absBosioBa ymal!..
CUMAMT YenoBeK... He ABUIraeTCA... M FpewuT OTTOr0, YTO CKYYHO eMy, AenaTb Heyero:
MallMHa 3a Hero JAenaeT BCE... Tpyda eMy HeT, a 6e3 Tpyaa — rubenb yenoseky! OH

ob3aBencsa MawvMHaMuM M AyMaeT — XOpowo! AH OHa, MaWMHa-TO, AbABOJMIOB KankaH Tebe! B
TpyAe Ans rpexa HeT Bpemsi, a Npu MawumHe — cBobogHo! OT cBoboapl NornbHeT Yenosek,
Kak 4YepBb, XuUTeNb Heap 3eMHbiX, rMbHeT Ha cosHue... OT cBoboabl 4yenoBek norubHeT!

WU, Npou3HOCA pa3AesbHO U YTBEPAUTENbHO C/l0BA CBOW, CTAPUK AHAHUN 4YeTbipexAbl
CTYKHY/ nNajsbleM No CToAy. JIMLO ero Cusano 3/biM TOPKECTBOM, IpPYyAb BbiICOKO
B3AbIManacb, cepebpsiHble BONOCH H6OpPOAbl WEBEAUANCHL HA Hel. doMe XYTKO CTaso CAywaTb
ero peuu, B HMX 3By4yasa Hemnokosebumasa Bepa, M cCuia Bepbl 3TOM cCMmyuwana ¢omy. OH
yXe 3abbln BCE TO, YTO 3HAN O CTapMKe M BO 4YTO elle HeJaBHO Bepua Kak B NpaBay.

AHaHUN CMOTpesl Ha ®OMy TaK CTpPaHHO, Kak 6yAT9 Buaen 3a HUM ellle KOro-to, KOMy
601bHO U CTpalHo ObINO CAblwaTb ero caoBa U 4Yen CTpax, 4YbA 6onb paaoBann ero...

— W Bce Bbl, TenepelwHue, norvbHeTe OT CBOOOAbI... [IbSABOA MOWMan BacC... OH OTHAN Yy
BaC Tpy4, NOACYHYB BaM CBOMW MaWWHbl U Aenewu... Hy-Ka, CKaxu, oT4yero AeTu Xyxe
oTUOB? OT cBOb6OAbl, Aa! OTTOro M MNblT M pa3BpaTHMYaT C babawmu...

— Hy, — Tuxo cka3an éoma,— pa3BpaTHUYA/IM U NMbAHCTBOBAJIN U MNpexne He MeHble...

— Monyan 6bl! — KpUKHYNn AHaHWMIA, CYpOBO CBepkas rnasamm. — Torjga Cuibl y 4YenoBeka
b6onbwe 6bO... NO cune u rpexu! Torpa nwaM — Kak Aybbl 6biAM... U cya um — oOT
rocnoga byaeT no cuaam MX... Tena ux 6yayT B3BEWEHbl, U U3MEPSAT aHresbl KPoBb
MUX... WU YBUAAT aHrenbsl 60Xui, 4TO He MPEBLICUT Fpex TAXKECTb CBOEW Beca KPOBU U
Tena... MOHMMaewb? BOJIKA HE OCYAWUT roChoAb, €CJIM BOJIK OBLY MOXPET... HO ec/u
KpbiCAa Mep3Kas MOBMHHA B OBLE — KPbICYy OCYAWUT OH!

- OTKyga NoAAM 3HaTb, Kak bor OCYyAMT 4yenoBeka? — 3a4yYMYMBO cCnpocun ooma. —
BuamMmbin Cya, HYXeH...

— MowTo — BUAUMBIN?
— YT1ob6bl MOHMMATbL JNIOAAM. . .
— A KTO, Kpome bora, cyabss MHe?

®oMa B3rNIAHY/N Ha CTapuka U 3amonyan, ONnyCTUB roJioBY. EMYy BCMOMHWACA 6ersbii
KaTOPKHWUK, YOUTHI M COXXEHHbIA LlypOBbIM, OH CHOBA BepWI, 4YTO 3TO TaKk U b6bino. U
XEHWWH — XeH U NbOBHML, — 3TOT CTapuK, HaBepHOe, BOrHa/l B rpob TsXeNbiMM JlacKamu
CBOVMMM, pa3jfaBuil UX CBOEN KOCTUCTOW IpyAbi, BbIMAA COK XWU3HU U3 HUX STUMK
TONCTbIMM rybammM, U Tenepb elle KpacHbIMM, TOYHO HA HUX He 06cCoxsia KPOBb XEHUWH,
YMUPABWMX B OBBATUAX €ro AJIMHHbLIX, XWIAUCTbIX PYK. W BOT Tenepb OH, OXuaas CMepTu,
KoTopas yxe 6/IM3KO OT Hero, CYMTAeT rpexu CBOWU, CYAUT JIAEN U TOBOPUT: «KTO,
Kpome 6ora, cyabsi MHe?»

«BOMTCA OH WAN HeT?» — cnpocun ceba doma M 3agymancsa, ucnognobbs paccmaTpusas
cTapuka.

— Na, napeHb! Aymam... — nokayuBas rofioBon, roeopwun llypoB. — [ymam, KaK XUTb
Tebe... 0-0-x0-x0! KAk s AaBHO XMBY! [lepeBbsA BbIPOC/AU U CpybneHbl, U AoMa Yyxe
NOCTPOWIN U3 HUX... ObBeTwanM jgaxe AomMa... a A BCE 3TO Buaen U — BCE xuBy! Kak

BCMOMHIO MOPOM XU3Hb CBOW, TO MOAYMAaWw: «HEYXTO OAMH YesIOBeK CTOJIbKO CAenaTb Mor?
HeyxTo A BCE 3TO M3Xun?..» — CTApPUK CYpPOBO B3r/IAHY/A HA ¢OMy, Moka4yaa rojioBon u
YMONK. . .

CTano TMXO. 3a OKHOM Ha Kpbllue AOMAa YTO-TO HErpoOMKO TpelWwano; WyM KOnec U Fayxon
roBOp /i0AEN HEeCCs CHMU3Y, C yauubl. CamoBap Ha CTOJie Mes YHbUIy MecHw. LllypoB
NPUCTaNbHO CMOTpen B CTakaH C 4vaem, nornaxusan 6opoay, U CAbIWHO ObLIO, 4YTO B
rpyaM y Hero XpwnuT...

— TpyaHo Tebe xuThb 6e3 oTua-TO? — pa3pancsa ero rosoc.

— MpuBbIKAW. .. — OTBETWUI doMa.
— boraT Tbl... SIKOB yMpeT — euwe boraye bypeuwb, BCE Tebe oTKaxeT. OAHA A0Yb Y
Hero... U Aovyb Tebe xe Hajo B3ATb. YTO OHA Tebe KkpecToBas U MoJloyHas — He beaa!
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XeHunca 6bl... a TO 4YTO TaK XUTb? Yanl, TackaewbCsas NO AeBKaM?

— HeT...

— roeopu! 3-3xe-xe!.. MommupaeT kKyneu... CKa3blBa/l MHE OAUH NECHUYUN, BpPET NU, HET
NN, — YyTo-[e paHblle BCe cobaku BOJIKAMU 6bIIUM U BbLIPOAUANCH B CObBaK... Tak BOT "
Halwe 3BaHMe — TOXe CKOpo BcCce cobakamu byaeM... HayKu M3y4yuM, MOJAHbIE IWAAMbLI HA
bawkn BOTKHeM, U BCE TaMm, 4YTO Hajo, cjaenaem ANa Toro, 4tobel cBoe obnuybe
noTepaTb... W HAYEM HAC OT APYrUX J0AEeNA He OT/NMYUILL... 3aBen TakKoh MNOPSAAoK,
yTOobObl BCEX AeTel B FMMHA3MCTbl OTAaBaTb... W KyMnuoB, W ABOPSH, WU MellaH-BCex noj
OAWH KOMep NOArOHAWT... OAEHYT B Cepoe M y4yaT BCEX OJHOM HayKe... pacTaAT
yesioBeka, Kak AepeBO... 3a4yem 3T0? HMKOMY HE WM3BECTHO... W NONeHO OAHO OT
APYroro XOoTb CYYKOM Aa OT/IMYaeTcs, a TYyT XOTAT /ojen Tak obcTporaTb, UYTObb BCe
Ha OAHO NUUO 6bIIKU... CKOPO Ham, CTApUKaMm, Kpblluka... Aa-a! MoxeT, HUKTO yX U He
noBepuT 4yepe3 MNATbAECAT 34aK NeT, YTO Ha CBeTe S XWN... AHaHuM, CaBBWUH CbiH, MO
npo3suuy llypoB... Tak-To! W 4yTo A, AHaHWW, OKpoms Bora, HUKOro He boancsa... U
YTO 6bIT S B MOMOAOCTM MYXWUK, a 3eMmM/lM UMesn ABe C 4YeTbi AECATUHbI, a MNoj CTapoCTb
HaKoMWN OAMHHAALATbL ThiCAY AECATUH U BCE noj NecoMm... Ja JeHer, MOXeT, JABa
MUIINOHA.. . .

— BOT BCE roBOpPSAT — AeHbrM? — CKa3an éomMa C HeyAOBONbCTBMEM. — A Kakas OT HUX
pafoCTb 4YesioBeky?

— MM... — npomblyan llypoB. — Mnoxoh u3 Tebs Kyneuy byaeT, KOAW Tbl CWUMbl AEHEr He
NOHMMaellb. . .

— KTO ee noHumaeT? — cnpocun éoma.

— 4! — yBepeHHO ckKa3asn lUlypoB. — U BCAKWA YMHbIA YesIOBEK... flKa MOHWMAeT. ..
JleHbrn? 3To, napeHb, MHOro! Tbl pa3noxu UX npesa cobor M noaymMam — 4YTO OHU
coaepxaT B cebe? Toraa nommelub, 4TOo BCE 3TO — CWia 4yesloBeyeckasd, BCE 3TO-YyM
JMOACKOW. . . TbICAYMU JOAENA B AEHbIM TBOM XU3Hb BJOXUIU. A Tbl MOXeWb BCE WX,
JEeHbIM-TO, B NeYyb BPOCUTb M CMOTPU, KaK OHM ropeTb byayT... U byaewb Tbl B Ty
nopy Bnafpikon cebsa cuuMTaTh. ..

— JTOro He jenawt...

— OTTOro, 4YTO y AYpakoB jeHer He ObiBaeT... [leHbrM NycKawT B Aeno... OKONo jena
Hapo4 KOPMWUTCSH... a Tbl HAlO BCEM TEM HApPOAOM — XO3fAWH... BOr 4yesoBeKa 3ayem
co3pan? A 4yTobbl YesoBeK eMy MOAMACA... OH OAWH Obil, U ObIIO €My OAHOMY-TO
CKYYHO... HY, 3ax0TesloCb BAACTU... A KAK 4YejloBEK CO34aH Mo obpasy, CKazaHo, U Mo
nofobuio ero, TO YenoBeKk BNACTU XO4yeT... A 4YTO, KpoMe jeHer, BfacTb jAaeT?..
Tak-TO... Hy, a Tbl — A€HbIM MPUHEC MHe?

— HeT... — oTBeTWNI doMa. OT peyer CTapuka B roJIoBe y Hero ObUJio THAXEeNo U MyTHO, U
OH 6bln A0BOMEH, YTO Pa3rOBOP Nepelen HaKOHeU Ha AenoBYyl NOYBY.

— DTo HanpacHo! — cka3an lypoB, CTPOro HaxmypuB 6poBu. — CpoOK npowesn — HaAo
nnaTuThb. ..

— MonyynMTe 3aBTpa MNOJSIOBUHY. ..
— 3ayem MONOBUHY? Bce paBan!
— YX O4YeHb HaM Tenepb HYXHbl AEHbMU-TO...

— A UX HeT? OAHAKO U MHe HYXHbI. . .

— NoaoxanTte!

— 2, bpaT, xAaTb He byay! Tl He oTel... Baw 6paT, MOJOKOCOC, HapOJ HEHaJEeXHbIN. ..
B MecCsAl, MOXewb Tbl BCE Ae0 CNyTaTb... & A OT TOro ybblTOK MoHecy... Tbl MHe 3aBTpa
BCe nojam, a TO BeKCens NPOTeCcTyWw... Y MeHA 3TO XuUBO!

®doMa cMmoTpen Ha llypoBa U yauBnancsa. 3To 6bll COBCEeM He TOT CTapuK, 4YTO HeAaBHO
elje roBopua C/IOBAMM MPO30pPAMBLA Peyu O AbABONE... U NMUO W rnas3a y Hero Torga
apyruve bbin, — a Tenepb OH CMOTpPEsN XeCTKOo, 6e3XaloCTHO, M Ha liekax, OKOMo

HO3Apen, XaAHO B3ApArMBaNIN KakuMe-TO XUIKU. doma BUAEN, 4YTO, €C/IM He 3aniaTuTb
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€My B CPOK, — OH AeNCTBUTESIbHO TOTYaC Xe OnopounT OUpMy NpPOTECTOM BeKCeneMn...

— 4YTo, BMAHO, NJIOXM AeNa-To? — YCMexXHyscs UypoB. — Hy, roBOpM HA4YUCTO rAe OTLOBbI
AeHbrM pacchinan?

domMe 3axoTenoCb UCNbITATb CTapuKa.

— Jlena He o4YeHb Becesble... — CKa3an OH, XMypACb, — MOCTABOK HeT... 3aJ4aTKOB He
NONYYUIU. .. HY, U TPYAHOBATO.

— Ta-ak!.. MocobuTb, uTO NU?

— CpenaWTe MWIOCTb... OTCpPOYbTE MJATEXU-TO, — MOMPOCUST dOMaA, CKPOMHO OMyCTUB
rnasa.

— MM... anuM u3 apyxbbl K oTuwy nocobuTb? Moxanyw, nocobnw. ..

A Ha CKOJIbKO BpPEMEHU OTCpounTe? — OCBeaOoMUICHA doMma.

Ha nonropa...

rnokopHo 6naroaapiw. ..

— He Ha YeM... OAMHHAALATbL ThICAY WECTbCOT 3a TO6OW... Tbl BOT YTO: Nepenuum MHe
BeKCend Ha NATHaAuaTb, YnaaTuM NPOLLEHTb C 3TOW CyMMbl Brepeh... a B obecneyeHue 1
C Tebs 3aknaAHyw Ha ABe TBOW 6apxu BO3bMY. ..

®oMa BCTan Co CTyna U, ycmMexasCb, MPOroBOpwU:

— 3aBTpa NpUWINTE BeKCeNs... S UX BaM omnjadvyy MNOJHOCTbK. ..

IlypoB TOXe Irpy3HO MNOAHANCA CO CTyJsla U, He cnyckKad rna3 noj HacMewlinBbiM B3r/1440M
®OMbl, CMOKOWMHO no4yecbiBasA rpyAb, Ckasasn:

— W Tak xopouwo. ..
— Cnacubo... 3a nacky!

— He paewbcs Tbl... a TO s b6bl Tebs npunackan! — NeHWBO NMPOroBOPWSI CTapuK,
oCKanueas 3yb6bl.

— H-aa! nonajgewb BaM B PYKW...
— Tenno bygeT...

— Harpeete, 4TO roBOpuUTb...

— Hy, oAHaKo, napeHek, byaeT! — cypoBo ckasan llypoB. — XOTb Tbl U AyMaelwb Mpo
Ce6ﬂ, YTO Hernyn... TOJIbKO pPaHO 3TO... Curpan BHNUYbIO, Aa YX U XBaCTaTbCA ctan!..
A Tbl y MeHA BbMrpan... Torga v NAsWM OT PAAOCTWU... Mpowan-Ka... [a AeHEeXKu
3aBTpa npunacu. ..

— He becnokouTechb... MpowanTe!

— C borom!

Buiiis 3a ABepb HoOMepa, ®oMmMa yC/bIXasl, KaK CTAapuK 3eBHYN MPOTSAXHO U TPOMKO, a
NoTOM 3anen cunoBaTbiM Hacom:

— «Mu-nno-ocepama ABepun OTBepP3nN HaM. .. bnarocnoBeHHas 6oropoAmue...»

domMa yHec cC coboi OT cTapuka ABOMCTBEHHOE YYBCTBO: llypoB W HpaBWIACA eMy U B TO
Xe Bpemsi bb1 MPOTUBEH.

OH BCNOMMHAN peyn CcTapuKka O rpexe, Ayman O cuie Bepbl ero B munoceppaue bora, n —
CTapukK Bo36yann B HeM 4yBCTBO, 6nm3skoe K YBaxXeHuo.

«M 3TOT TOXe MPO XM3Hb FOBOPUT... M BOT — Ipexm CBOM 3HAET, a He nnayeTcs, He
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XanyeTcs... Corpewvn — noaepxy OTBeT... A Ta?.,» — OH BCMOMHW/I O MeAbIHCKOW, U
cepiLe ero CxanoCb TOCKOM. «A Ta — KaeTCs... He MoMMelb Yy Hel — HapO4yHO OHa uau
B CaMoOM jene y Hee cepaue bonut...»

®oMe Ka3aNioCb, YTO OH 3aBUAYeT AHAHWW, W NapeHb MNOCMeWwwn HANOMHUTb cebe MoMbITKKU
llypoBa obobpaTb ero. 3TO Bbi3bIBAJI0O B HEM OTBpalleHWe K CTapuKy, OH He Mor
NPUMUPUTL CBOUX YYBCTB U, HelOoyMeBas, yCMexasiCs.

— H-Hy, 6bn s y llypoBa!.. — cka3an oH, MpuUAs K MasikKMHYy U yCaxuBasiCb 3a CTOJI.

MasAsKMH B 3aCa/ieHHOM XaJlaTUuKe U CO CcYeTaMuM B pyKaxXx HeTepnesmBO 3aep3a/l B CBOEM
KOXaHOM Kpecne U OXMBNeHHO 3aroBopun:

— Hanuean €My 4aio, JiwbaBa! PacckasbiBan, doma... MHE K AeBATU B AyMy Hajao,
pacckKa3biBan CKopewu.

®oma, nocMemBasaCb, paccKa3asl O TOM, Kak lUlypoB npeasioxusn emy nepenumcaTtb BeKcCens.

— 3-3x! — C coxaneHueMm, TPAXHYB rO/IOBON, BOCK/JUKHYN SIKOB TapacoBu4y. — Bcl obenHio
ncnopTun Tol, 6paT, MHe! Pa3Be MOXHO Tak NpAMO BeCTU Aena C YenoBekom? Tbohy!
JlepHyna MeHA Henerkas nocnatb Teba! MHe camomy 6bl MONTU... S 6bl €ro BOKpPYr

nanbua obepHyn!
— Hy, eaBa nu! OH roBoput: «4 Ay6...»

— Ay6? A 5 — nuna... Lyb-pepeBo xopowee, Aa NJoAbl €ro TOJNIbKO CBUHbSAM FOAHbI. .. WU
BbIXOAUT, 4TO Ay6 — rayn...

— Ja Beab BCE paBHO NAATUTb HaAo...

— C 3TWUM He TOpPOMATCH... YyMHble /oau! A Tbl — roToB berom 6exaTb, 4YTOObl AE€HbIU
oTAaTb... Kyneuy!

AKOB TapacoBuY 6bin pewnTenbHO HeaoOBOJSIEH KpPeCTHUMKOM. OH mopuwusica u cepauTto
npuKa3sbiBasa po4vepun, Mosi4ya pa3sinBaBlien 4Yau.

— Caxap noABWHb MHe, BUAMUWb — He AOCTAHY... Jinuo JioboBK 6bUIO 6ﬂeAHO, rnasa
MYTHbl, U PYKU Y Hee ABUraJIMCb BANO, HENIOBKO... dOMa NOCMOTpEesl HA Hee U noayman:

«CMMpHas Kakas npu oTue-To...»
— 0 YyeM OH roBopwun C ToboOW? — CNPOCKMA ero MasikuH.
— HacyeT rpexos...

— Hy KOHeyHo! BCAKOMY 4eJIOBEKY CBOE€ Aefl0 AOpOro... a OH — (abpukaHT rpexoB...
JlaBHO O HeM W Ha KaTopre M B aAy MNNadyyT-TOCKYWT, XAYT — He AOXAYyTCH...

— YBECUCTO FOBOPUT OH, — 3a4yMUYMBO CKa3an doma, MNOMeWMBas Yam B CTaKaHe.

— MeHsi pyran? — oCBeJOMWICHA MasikMH, eXUAHO WUCKPWUBUB NULO.

— BbiNo. ..

— A Tbl 4TO?

- A Aa... cnywan...

— MM... 4YTO Xe cnblwan?

— «CUNbHOMY, FOBOPUT, NPOCTUTCA, — a cnabomy HeT npoueHus...»

— MNpeMyapoCTb, nojaymaellb!.. 3To U 6N10XU 3HAWT... Mpe3puTesbHOE OTHOLlIeHUe
KpPeCcTHOro K llypoBy no4yemy-TO pasjpaxano ¢oMy, U, rnsad B MU0 CTapuka, OH C

yCMellKoM cKa3an:

— A BaC OH He nobuT...
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— MeHA, 6paT, HUKTO He nMWbUT! — C ropAaoCTbi CKasan MaskuMH. — U nwbuTb MeHS He 3a
YyTo, A He JeBKa... HO 3aToO — yBaxalT MeHA... A yBaxalT TO/NbKO Tex, KOro
nobauBawTcCa. . .

M CTapuk XBaCT/IMBO MOAMUIHY/N KPECTHUKY.

— FoBOpPUT OH YBECUCTO... — MOBTOpPW/I doMa. — XaNyeTcH... «BbiMMpaeT, rOBOPWUT,
HacTosWUA Kynew... Bcex, roBOpUT, NOAEN OAHOW HayKke y4yaT... 4TobObl BCe ObLIn
OAMHAKOBbI. .. Ha OAHO NMUO...»

— CyMTaeT TakK, 4YTO — He roauMTcsa 3To? Jlypak! — npe3puTeNnbHO CKa3al MasiKuH.

— A noyemy 3TO XOpoWo? — CAPOCWU/ POMa, HEAOBEPYMBO MOr/fAbIBAA Ha KPECTHOro.

— EXeNnu BUAMM Mbl, 4TO, B3SIB pa3HbIX JIOAENA, CrOHSAWT UX B OAHO MECTO WM BHYWAWT BCEM
OJHO MHEHMe, — JOMXHbl Mbl MPU3HATb, YTO 3TO YMHO... MOTOMY — YTO TaKoe YenoBeK B
rocyaapcTee? He 6osiblle Kak MPOCTOW KUPMNWUY, a BCE KUPMUYMU AOJIXHbI ObITb OAHOW Mepbl,
— MoHAN? Jloaen, KOTopble BCe OAMHAKOBOW BLICOTb M Beca, Kak s Xouy, Tak u
MoJIoXy. . .

— KoMy Xe MpUSATHO KUPMUYOM-TO ObITb, — XMypo CKa3an ooma.

— Peyb He O MPUATHOM, a O Jesie... He BCAKOMY YeJIOBEKY MOXHO POXYy CTepeTb, HO
exenn WHOro nobuTb MOMOTOM, OH OyAeT 30/10TOM... A bawka NONHET — 4YTO nojenaewb?
Cnaba, 3HauuT, bbNa...

— FoBOpPWU/I OH TakKXe HacyeT Tpyha... «Bcé, roBopuT, MawuHbl paboTawT, a nwaM oT
3Toro b6anywTcs...»

— Moexana kKyma, HeBeAOMO kyja! — npeHebpexuTenbHO MaxHyn PyKOW MasikuH. —
YAUBUTE/IbHO MHE — KakoW y Tebs anneTUT Ha BCAKYW MYCTAKOBUHY! «MawmHa»! OH Obl,
CTapbi NeHb, MNOAyMan — Kakas OHA, MAWWHA-TO? Xene3Hada! — cTano ObITb, ee He
Xasnko, 3aBesl — OoHa U KyeT Tebe pybnu... 6e3 BcAKMX cnoB, 6e3 xJonoT... NycTwun,
oHa u BepTUTCA! A YenoBek — OH HBECMOKOWHbLIA U XANKWUWA... OH OYeHb XasioK MNopou
6biBaeT! BoeT, HOeT, MjayeT, MNPOCUMT... NbSAH HANMBAETCA... B HEM JIMWIHErO ANSl MEHS—
ax, Kak MHoro! A B MawwWHe, KAaK B apwwHe, — POBHO CTO/IbKO COAEpPXaHWsA, CKOJbKO
TpebyeTcs ana pena... Hy, 8 noumay oaeBaTbCs... nopa.

OH BCTan M ywesn, rpoMKo wWapkas TyhnsmM Mo nosy. doma MOCMOTpesn BC/el emy U
BMoNfronoca ckasan, Xmyps 6poBu:

— Jlewmn pa3Be pa3bepeT BCE 3TO... OAMH FOBOPUT TaK, APYron — 3TaK...
— BOT M B KHMWrax Toxe, — TMXO CKa3ana JiwboBb. doMa B3rNsAHY/N HAa Hee, A06poaywHO

ynbibascb. M OHa OTBETW/A €My HEeSICHOM YnblbKoW. [nasa y Hee CMOTpenu ycTano,
neyanbHo. . .

BCE uMTaewb? — cnpocun doma.

— Ja-a... — YHbUJIO OTBeTwilia JAeBYylKa.

M TocCKyelwb?

TowHo... OAHA NOTOMY 4TO... C/l0OBa He C KeMm cKa3aTb...

Nnnoxo TBOE pAeno...

OHa HWYero He cKa3asla Ha 3TO, a JiUWb onyCcTwaa rojoBy U CTajla MeAsiIeHHO nepe6MpaTb
nanbuamMn KpyxeBO NMOJIOTEHLaA.

Wna 6bl 3aMyx... — CKa3an ooma, YyBCTBYS, UYTO €My XaJiko ee.

OTCTaHb, MOXaNyWcTa...— HeKpacuBo HamopuwmB siob, oTBeTWna JIWOOBL.

Yyero oTCTaHb? BeAb MNouielb Xe...

— BOT! — CO B340XOM U TUXO BOCKJ/IMKHYNA JAeBylKa. — BOT A U Aymaw — HaAo... A Kak
nongewb? Tbl 3HaewWb AU — A Takoe YYBCTBYIW Tenepb, — Kak 6yﬂT0 Mexay MHOK WU noabMu
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TYMaH CTOWUT... FYCTOW, FyCcTOW TymaH!..

— OT KHUI, — YBEpPEHHO BCTaBuI doma.

— Nopoxanm! N a nepecTtaw NOHUMATb, 4YTO AenaeTcA... BCE MHe He HpaBUTCA, BCE 4yxoe
cTano... BCé He Tak, Kak Hajo, BCE He TO... 8 MOHMMaKW 3TO, a CKa3aTb, YTO He TakK
M noyemy, — He Mmory!..

— «He Tak, He Tak...» — 3abopmoTan ®omMa. — ITO y Tebs OT KHWUI... XOTb A U CaMm
TOXe 4YyBCTBYW, YTO He TakK... DTO MOXeT M OTTOro, 4TO ele MONOoAbl Mbl. . .

— MHe CcHavana kKa3ajioCb, — He cC/ywas ero, roesopwna JioboBb, — YTO S B KHUIrax BCEé
noHMMa. . .

— Bpo-oCb Tbl X! — nocoBeToBa/s doMa NMpPeHEOPEXUTENbHO.

— AX, nonHo! Pa3Be 3TO MOXHO 6pocuTb? Tbl 3HAeWb — CKOMbKO Pa3HbIX MbIC/Een Ha
csete! O, rocnoan! W ecTb Takue, 4YTO rONOBY XFyT... B OAHOM KHUIE CKa3aHo, 4TO
BCE cCylecTBywlee Ha 3emsie pa3yMHO. ..

— BC&?7 — cnpocun éoma.

— Bcé! A B Apyrov — HanpoTuB.

— Morogu! Pa3Be 3TO He yenyxa?

— O YyeMm pa3roBop? — CMAPOCWU/ MasikuH, SBNSASICb B ABEPSAX, OAETbIA B AJIMHHbIA COPTYK U
C KAaKUMU-TO MEeAANAMU HA lWee U Fpyau.

— TaK...— XMypo cka3sana JioboBb.

— HacyeT KHur, — pobaBun ooma.

— KaKunx KHuUr?

— [a BOT OHa 4yuTaeT... MpoyuMTana, 4YToO BCE Ha 3emsie — pa3yMHO...

— Hy!

— Hy, a s roBopiw — Bpaku!

— H-pa... — 9KoB TapacoBuY 3aaymasnicsa, nowunbeiBas 60OpoAKY M MpuulypvuB rnasa.

— DTO 4YTO 3a KHMra? — ChnpoCwna OH Yy Ao4vyepu, NOMOJSYaB.

— MasneHbKas Takaf... XenTas... — HEOXOTHO ckasana JioboBb.

— Tbl ee No/IoXM-Ka Ha CTON MHe... 3TO HeCnpocTa TOXe CKa3aHo — BCE Ha 3emne
padymHo! Wwb... poragancs Kakom-to!.. H-ga... 3TO O4YeHb Aaxe JIOBKO BbIpaXeHo... W
Kabbl He Aypaku-To coBcCeM 6bl 3TO BepHO OblNO... HO Kak Aypaku BCeraa He Ha CBOeM
MeCcTe HaxoAAaTCsA, — Henb3s CKa3aTb, UYTO BCE Ha 3emne pa3yMHo... [powan, doma!l

nocuauiib, anu noaBesTu?..

— Mocuxy eue. ..

JboBb N dOMa CHOBaA OCTaA/INCb BABOEM.

— Kakou oH y Tebs, — KMBHYB roOJIOBOW BCJie], KPeCcTHOMY, cKa3an doma.
— Kakon?

— Ha BCEé OTK/NIMKaeTCA, BCE CBOUM CJ/IOBOM MOKPbLITb XOYeT...

— Jla-a... YMHbI!.. A BOT He MNOHWMAET, KaK TAKeN0 MHEe XUTb...— NeyasbHO cKasana
NoboBb .
— 4 TOXe He NnOoHuMMaw. .. BblAyMbiBaellb Tbl MHOIO. ..
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— UTo 5 BblAyMbiBa? — pa3ApaXeHHO KPUKHy/a JAeBYLKa.

— Ja, — BCE 3TO... He TBOW BeAb MbICAIN-TO— 4yxue!..
— Yyxue... yyxue...

OHa XxXoTeJjla CKa3aTb YTO-TO pe3Koe, HO O60pBaﬂaCb M 3amosiyasa. éomMa CMOTpen Ha Hee
M, MNOCTABUB pPAAOM C Hew MeAblHCKYyWw, FpyCTHO noAyman:

«Kakoe BCE pa3Hoe... U /AN N XeHWWHbl... U 4yBCTBYyeWb BCerga pasHoe...»

Ha ynuvue TeMHeNno, a B KOMHATe yxe 6bl10 COBCEM TEMHO. BeTep Kayan nunbl. Cy4bs UX
uapanaancb O CTeHbl AOMaA, TOYHO XOJIOAHO UM 6bl71I0 U OHMU NPpOCUINCb B KOMHATDLI. . .

— Jwba! — Tuxo ckaszan doma.
OHa nojHANa ronoBYy U NOCMOTpena Ha Hero.
— 3Haelb... A Belb MOCCOPUNCA C MeAblIHCKOW-TO. ..

— M3-3a 4Yero? — OXMBAASACb, cnpocuna JwboBb.

— A -Tak yx!.. OHa obuaena meHs...

— Hy, 3TO XOpowo, 4YTO MOCCOpPWUICA, — oaobpuTenbHO CkKa3ana jAeBywka, — a To 6bl oHa
Tebs 3aBepTena... OHa — ApPsSiHb, KOKeTKa... yX, Kakuve s Mpo Hee Bewu 3Haiw!

— COBCEM OHa He ApsiHb, — YrpwMO CKa3al ¢omMa. — U HMYero Tbl He 3HaeWb... BCE Bbl
BpeTe!

— Hy yX, U3BUHMU!

— HeT... BOT 4yTo, Jwba, — TUXO MU MPOCUTENBHO CKa3asn doMa, — Tbl HE TOBOPU MHe TNpo
Hee XyAo... S BCE 3Haw... en-bory! OHa cama cka3sana...

— Ca-ama?! — yAMBJIEHHO BOCK/IMKHYyna Jwba. — Kakas... cTpaHHaa! UYTo xe oHa
ckasana?..

— BWHOBATA... — C YCW/IMEM BbIFOBOPU/I dOMA M KPUBO YCMEXHYNCH.

— TonbKOo? — B BOMPOCE JAEBYWKW 3By4Yasio pa3oyapoBaHuWe; domMa yCsbiuas ero u c
HafexAon Cnpocun:

— Mano pasBe?..

— OyeHb Tbl NbUWL ee?

®oMa nomosvyan, MOCMOTPEs B OKHO M CMYLWEHHO OTBETWUN:

— He 3Haw... KaxeTcsi... 4YTO Tenepb Oonble, 4yem npexae...

— YAUBAAWCbL A, KaK MOXHO /bUTb TaKyw? -noxae nnevyamu, Cnpocuna AeBYylKa.

— Ele Kak MOXHO! — BOCK/MKHYn ¢oma.

— He NOHMMaw... HeT, 3TO TONbKO MOTOMY Tbl MPUBA3ANICA K HeW, 4YTO Niyylle ee He
Buaan. ..

— He Buaan! — cornacuncs ooma M, MOMOSIYAB, HEpPEWUTENIbHO CKa3as: — MOXeT, Jiydle u
HeT... OHa ANA MeHA — O4YeHb HyXHa! — 3aAymMuMBO M TWUXO MPOAO/NXA] OH. — BOKWChb A
ee, — TO eCTb He Xouyy f, 4yTobbl OHA 060 MHe MA0OXO AyMana... WHOM pa3 TOWHO MHe!
Moaymaewb — KyTHYTb pa3Be, 4TOObl BCe XWibl 3a3BE€HeNU? A BCMOMHUWL NPO Hee U — He
pewnwbcs... U BO BCeM TaK — MOAyMaellb O Hel: «A KaK OHa y3HaeT?» U nobouwbcs
caenaTtb. ..

— Ja-a, — 3aAYMYMBO NPOTAHyNa AeBYyWKA, — 3HAYUT, Tbl ee Nwbuwb... A 6bl Toxe...
ecnn 6 nmwbuna, To Aymana 6bl O HEM... 4YTO OH CKaxeT?
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— W BCé y Hee — ocobeHHoe, — paccka3biBas ®omMa. — [OBOPUT OHA MO-CBOEMY. ..
KpacuBa Kak, rocrnoau! W Takas ManeHbkas... Kak pebeHOK...
— UTo Xe y BacC BbWIO? — chnpocuna JiwboBb. doMa BMECTE CO CTY/IOM MOABUHYNCA K HEN
M, HAKJOHUBUWWCb, 3a4eM-TO MOHU3UB rOJSI0OC, CTajJ PACCKaA3biBaTb. OH FOBOPWI, U MO
Mepe TOro, Kak BCMOMMHAaN CNOBA, CKa3aHHble MM MeAbIHCKOW, Y HEro BOCKpecanu u
YyBCTBa, Bbi3bilBaBWIME 3TW CJIOBaA.

— S en: «3X Tbl! Urpana Tbl CO MHOW — 3a4eM?» — FHEBHO WU C YNPEKOM rOBOPUA OH. A
Jwba, C pyMsHUEM OXMBNEHUS Ha lWeKaxX, oAobpuTenbHO KWBas rOJIOBOWM, noowpssia ero:

— BOoT — xopowo! Hy, a oHa?

— MonuuT! — TOCK/JMBO CKa3lan ¢oma, nepejeprvBas nneyamum. -TO eCTb OHa roBopuna...
Ja 4YTO B TOM?

OH MaxHy/ pykKow M 3amonyasn. Jiwba, urpas CBOeW KOCOW, TOXe Mosdyana. CamoBap MoTyX
yXe. A TbMa B KOMHaTe BCEé Cryljanacb, B OKHa CMOTPENO 4YTO-TO MYyTHOe.

— 3axrna 6wl Tbl OroHb!.. — npeanoxun ooma.
— Kakue Mbl ¢ Tobon oba HecuyacTHble... — cka3ana Jiwba u B3A0XHyNa.

doMe He MNOHpPaBWUNOCb 3TO.

— 9 — He HecyacCTHbiM... — TBEpAO BO3pa3Wi OH. — S MPOCTO He MPUBBIK elle XUTb. ..
— UYesloBeK, KOTOpbIA He 3HaeT, YTO OH cAefnaeT 3aBTpa, — HECYACTHbIM! — C FpycTbio
rogopuna Jiba. — S — He 3Haw. W Tbl TOXEe... Y MeHs cepjue HUKOraa He 6biBaeT
CNOKOMHO — BCE APOXUT B HEM KaKOe-TO XesaHue...

— 3TO U y MeHA ecTb, — CKa3an éoma. — 3x!.. Hajao oaHako uaTu B KNy6...

— He yxoau... — nonpocuna Jiwba.

— Hajo, TaMm XAeT MeHs OAWH... MNpowan!

— [0 CBuAaHbA! — OHa NpOTAHY/NA eMy pyKY W NevyasbHO NOCMOTpena B rnasa ero.

— CnaTb naxewb? — cnpocun ooma, KpPenko noxummas ee pykKy.

— MoYynTarw HEeMHOXKO. . .

— Tbl K 3TOMY — KaK NbAHMUA K BOAKe... — C COXaJleHMeM CcKa3asl OH.

— UYTo Xe eCcTb nyvuwe?

naa no ynuvue, OH B3rJIAHyN1 Ha OKHa AoMa U B OAHOM M3 HUX yBuUaan nuuo Jobbl, Takoe
Xe HeACHoe, KaK BCe, 4YTO roBopwia AeBYllKa, KaK ee XenaHusa. doma KUBHYJT eu
ronoeon n noayman:

«Toxe 3ansyTasacb, Kak U Ta...»

NMpn 3TOM BOCMOMUHAHUU OH TPAXHYN rofioBon, Kak b6bl xenas CNYyriyTb MbIC/Ib O
MeaAbpIHCKOM, N YCKOpPW/I Waru.

XonoAHbI, 6oApAwWMA BeTep MOPLIBUCTO MEeTaNICs B y/MUE, FOHAS cop, bpocas mnbib B
NIMLO MPOXOXMX. BO TbMe TOPOMJIMBO WaraauM Kakue-TO Jiioau. doMa MOpWWMICH OT MbUin,
wypwn rnasa u ayman:

«EXenun Tenepb BCTPETUTCA MHE XEeHWWHA — 3HAYuT, C0¢bﬂ MaBnoOBHAa BCTPETUT MeHA
NackoBO, MO-CTapoMy... 3aBTpa nNouay K Heu... A exennm MyxdymHa — He noumay 3aBTpa,
— NOoroxy eue...»

BcTpeTunacb emy cobaka, M 3TO TaK pa3fpaxuio ero, 4To eMmy 3axoTeNoCb TKHYTb
nankon cobaky...

A B bydeTe knyba ero BCTpeTWn Becesblidh YXTuweB. OH, CTOS OKOJo ABepu, becepoBan cC
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KaKMM-TO TOJICTbIM U yCaTbiM Ye/IOBEKOM, HO, YyBMAAB lopjaeeBa, MowWesn K Hemy
HaBCTpe4yy, ynbibascb s roBops:
— 3ApaBCTBYNUTE, CKPOMHbIA MWIIMOHWMK! OH HpaBWACA ®OMe 3a CBOW BecCenblh HpaB, W
®oMa BcCerpga BCTpeyas ero C yAOBOJNIbCTBUEM. [IOOPOAYWHO U KPENnKOo MOXuMas PyKy
yxTuueea, doMa Cnpocun ero:
— A noyemy Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO S CKPOMHbIA?
— OH cnpawvBaeT! YenoBek, KOTOPLIA XMBET, KaK OTWENbHWK, He NMbeT, He UrpaeT, He
MOBUT XeHWWH... ax, Aaa! Bbl 3HaeTe, domMa MrHaTbeBMY? Hawa HecpaBHEHHas naTpoHecca
3aBTpa ye3xaeT 3a rpaHuly Ha BCEé neTo.
— Codbs MaBnoOBHA? — MeAJIEHHO crnpocun doma.
— Hy aa! 3axoAUT COJHUE MOEN XM3HW... a MOXeT b6blTb, M Bawen?
YXTULEB COCTPOWST KOMUYECKU-KOBAPHY FpuUMacy M 3arfisiHyn B L0 $OMb.

A TOT CTOAN Npej HUM N YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO I0OJIOBA Yy Hero cnyckaeTtcsa Ha rpyab M OH He
MOXeT nomelwaTb 3TOMY...

— Ye3xaeT MeaplHCKaa? — pa3fanca XupHolt 6bacoBon ronoc. — CnaBHo! S paa...

— Mo3BONbTE — NoYeMy? — BOCK/JUKHYN YXTUWeEB. doMa ryrnoBaTo yjblbancs u pacTepsHHO
CMOTpesl Ha yCcaToro 4yejoBeKka-cobeceaHUKA YXTuUweBa. TOT BaXHbIM XeCTOM pa3riaxuBan
yCbl CBOM, U W3-NOA HUX JIWINCb HA DOMY TsaXesnble, XUPHble, NPOTUBHbIE CJIOBA:

— A Mo-oTOMy, 4YTO B ropoje OAHOW KOKOTKOW byaeT MeHble. ..

— ®u, MapTblH HUKUTMY! — YKOpPM3HEHHO CKa3aN YXTUWEB, HamopuwmBas 6poBu.

— Moyem Bbl 3HAaeTe, YTO OHA KOKeTKa? — yrpwMmo cnpocun éomMa, MNOABUIFAsiCb K yCaTOMy
FOCMNOAMHY . TOT OKWUHYN ero npeHebpexuTesibHbIM B3/1A40M, OTBOPOTWICA B CTOPOHY M,
APbICHYB JIAXKOW, MPOTAHYN:

— 51 He cKa3an — KO-OKeTKa...

— Henb3d, MapTblH HUKUTUY, FOBOPUTb TAK O XEHUWMHe, KOTOopafd...— 3aroBOpusl YXTuUlLEB
y6eAMTeﬂbHHM roaocoMm, HO doma nepe6mn ero:

— MNo3BonbTe! S Xenaw CNpocMTb rOCNOAMHA, 4YTO Takoe, — Kakoe OH C/I0BO cKasan?
M, NpPOroBopvMB 3TO TBEPAO M CMNOKOWHO, dOMA CYHYN PYyKM rNyboKo B KapmaHbl bpiok, a

rpyab BbINATWI BMepen, OTYEro BCA ero ¢urypa cpasly MpuWHAIA SBHO Bbi3biBAOWWAA BUA. . .
ycaTbli rOCNOAMH BHOBb OFJISHYJ1 €ro U HacMewinBo YJbIOHYNCS. . .

— rocnopa! — TUXO BOCK/MKHYN YXTULEB.

— 8 cKa3aNn — KO-KO-TKa... — MpOM3HecC ycaTbil 4yenoBeK, Tak ABUrasa rybamm, TOYHO OH
CMaKoBajs C/I0OBO. — A eC/lIKM Bbl He MOHMMaeTe 3TOro — MOry MOACHUTh. ..

— la yx, — rnyboko B34pixas, Cka3an ooMa, He CBOAS C Hero rnas, — Bbl 0bbACHUTE. ..

YXTUWEB BCMJIECHY/T PyKamMM U CYHYJICS KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY OT HUX...

— KOKOTKa, ecinm Bam YrogHo 3HaTb, — MNpojaxHasa XeHWuHa... — BMNOJIrojioca ckKasa
yCcaTbin, npm6nmmaﬂ K éoomMe cCBoe 60ﬂbm0€, TONCTOE NUNUO.

®oMa TUXO 3apblMan M, Npexae 4Yem TOT yCnen OTWATHYTbCSA OT Hero, NpaBoW PyKoW
BUEMNW/ICA B Kypuyasble C NpoceAbid BOMOCH yCAaTOro yenoBeka. CYAOPOXHbIM ABUXEHMEM
PYKM OH Hayan packayumBaTb ero rojoBy W BCE 6onbwoe, rpysHoe Teno, a NIeBYW PYyKYy
MOAHAN BBEPX W FIyXMM rO/IOCOM MPUMroBapuBan B TaKT TPENKu:

— 3a rnasa — He pyramca — a pyrauwcs — B rjiasa npsmo — B rjiasa — npsMo B rnasa...

OH ucCnbiThIBAN Xrydyee HacnaxaeHue, BUAA, KaK CMeWHO pa3mMaxmMBawWT B BO3AyXe TOJICTble
PYKM N KaK HOI'n 4yenoBeKa, KOTOPOro OH Tpenan, noagkKawnMBawTCA NoAa HUM, WAPKaWwT No
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nony. 30/10Tble Yachl BbICKOYMIN M3 KapmMaHa M KAaTaJIMCb MO KPYrJioMy XMBOTY, 6onTasach
Ha uenoyke. ONbSHEHHbIN CBOEN CUNON U YHUKEHMEM 3TOro COJMAHOIO 4YesoBeKa, MOJIHbIN
Kuny4yero 3siopaacTBa, B3aparvBas OT CYaCTbSf MCTUTb, dOMa BO3WJ €ro Mo Mojay u
rnyxo, 37100HO pblvan B AMKOW pasoCTu. OH B 3TWU MUHYTbl MepexuBas YyBCTBO
ocBobOXAEHNSA OT CKYYHOM THAXECTU, AABHO YyXe CTEeCHABWEN rpyAb €ro TOCKOW U
HefloMOraHbeM. Ero CXBaTWIW C3aAM 3a Taauw W MJeyvynm, CXBATWIN 3a PYKY U THYT ee,
JIoOMaT, KTO-TO AaBUT €My Masiblbl HA HOre, HO OH HWYEro He BuAaN, C/eAs HaUTbIMU
KPOBbi0 rfla3amMu 3a TEeMHOW WU TAXesoM MAacCoW, CTOHaBWeW, M3BMBAACH MOJ €ro PYyKOW. ..
HakoHel, ero OTOpPBajsN, HABAJIMIINCb HA HEro, W, KakK CKBO3b KPACHOBATHI AbIM, OH
yBuaen npej cobor, Ha nony, y HOr CBOMX, M3OMTOro MM YenoBeka. PacTpenaHHbin,
B3bEePOLWEHHbI, OH ABUras Mo MOAY HOramu, MblITasCb BCTATb; [ABOE YepHbIX JIOAEN
JepXanM ero noj MblLKW, PYKU ero BuUCeNM B BO3AYyXe, KaK HaAJIOMJIeHHble KpbUibs, WU OH,
K/IOKOYYWWM OT pPblAaHUA FOJIOCOM, Kpuyasn oome:

— MeHs 6UTb... Henb3A! Henb3A! S wvmew opaeH... noaneu! O, noaneuy! Y MeHa peTwu...
MeHs BCe 3HawT! Mep-p3aeey,... AuMKapb... 0-0-0! Ay3nb!

A YXTUWEB 3BOHKO FOBOPW/ MpPSMO B yXO doMme:

— Nonpemte! ronybumk, 6bora pagu...

— Moroau, A AaM eMy B POXY MNUHKA...— nonpocun éoma. HO ero notaumnu Kyaa-To. B
yllax ero 3BeHeno, cepaue b6unocb 6bLICTPO, HO OH YYBCTBOBaN Cebs /IEFKO M XOpoWwo. U
Ha noave3pe knyba, rnyboko u cBobofHO B3AO0XHYB, OH CKa3an YXTuWeEBY, A0OOpPOAYWHO
ynblbasch:

— 340poBO A emy 3agan, a?

— CnywanTe! — BO3MYWEHHO BOCK/JMKHYN BeCesbin CekpeTapb. — 3TO, U3BUHUTE, AMKO!
3TO, 4YEpT BO3bMMU... A MNEpPBbIN pa3 BUXY!

— Munbid YyenoBek! — nackoBO cka3an ¢omMa. — Afib OH He CTOUT Tpenku? He noanew, OH?
Kak MOXHO 3a rja3a cka3aTb Takoe? HeT, Tbl K HEW NOAM U el CKaxu... CaMOu eMu,
npsamo! ..

— MNo3BonbTE, — AbSABOJS BaC BO3bMM! Jla Beab He 3a Hee Xe TOJIbKO Bbl €ro oTaynn?

— TO eCTb KaK He 3a Hee? A 3a KOro? — yamesumncsa ooma.

— 3a KOro? S He 3Haw... O4YeBWAHO, Yy BacC bbIM cyeTbl! oy, rocnoau! BoT cueHa!
BoBeKkU He 3abyay!

— OH, 3TOT Ccambli, KTO TakKoW? — cnpocun doMa U BAPYF 3acMmesancs. — Kak OH Kpuyan,
- Aypak!

YXTUEeB NPUCTaZIbHO B3r/IgHY/1 B JIMLO U CNpoCuUn ero:

— CKaxuMTe — Bbl B CaMOM jJesie He 3HaeTe, KOro 6unu? U pencTBUTeNbHO 3a Codbio
MaBAOBHY TOJIbKO?

— BoT — en-b6bory! — noboxwuncs ooma.
— YépT 3HaeT 4YTo Takoe!.. — OH OCTaAHOBWICH, C HeAOYMEHWEM MOoxaN njedyamm W,
MaxHYB pYyKOW, BHOBb 3awaran no TpoTyapy, MCKoca nornsapiBas Ha ¢omy. — Bbl 3a 3TO

nonnatTutecb, éoma UrHaTbuuy. ..

K MWPOBOMY OH MeHA?

— DNan 6boxe, 4yTobb Tak... OH Buue-rybepHaTopa 3ATh

— H-Hy-y?! — npoTsAHyn ®oma, WU NMUO Y HEero BbITAHY/OCh.

— H-pa-c. FoBops MO COBECTU, OH U Mep3aBel, U MOWEHHUK... UCxoaa U3 3Toro ¢akTa,
cneayeT MpU3HaTb, YTO TPENKM OH CTOMUT... HO NpUHMMAs BO BHMMaHMe, 4TO Aama, Ha
3aUMTy KOel Bbl BLICTYNWIU, TOXeE...

— BapuH! — TBepAo cKasan doma, Knaas PyKy Ha nieyo yYxTuilesa. — Tbl MHe Bcerja
OYeHb HpPaBMACA... M BOT MAeEllb CO MHOW Tenepb... S 3TO MOHMMA M MOFY LEHUTh...
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HO TO/IbKO MPO Hee He roBOPU MHe XyAo. Kakas 6bl oHAa no-Bawemy HuW bbina, —

no-mMoeMy... MHE OHa Aopora... ANA MEHA OHa — ﬂquaﬂ! Tak 1 npAMo roBOPW... YX
eCcQIn CO MHOM Tbl Mowes — U ee He TPOHb... CYMTal A ee Xopowen cTano 6HTb, Xopolla
OHa. ..

YXTUWEB YycC/biXan B rosioce oMbl bonblloe BOSHEHUE, B3rnAHyn Ha Hero un 3aaymyumBoO
CKa3an:

— JI0BONbITHLIN Bbl yesioBeK, HaaO0 CO3HaATbCA...

— S YyenoBeK MPOCTOW... AMKMKA! Mobun BOT, U — MHe Becesio... A Tam byab 4TO
byneT, ..

- bowcb — Hexopowo byaeT... 3HaeTe, — OTKPOBEHHOCTb 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTb, — M Bbl MHE
HpaBUTECb... XOTA — IM! — omacHo C BaMmW... HamaeT 3TAKUM... PbILAPCKUN CTUX, U
MOJyYullb OT BaC BbIBOJIOYKY. ..

— Hy yx! Yan, a ewe nepBbil pa3 3TO... He KaxAblh AeHb 6UTbL snoaen

6yAy. ..CKOH]PYXEHHO ckKa3an doMa. EFro CNyTHMK 3acCMesncs.

— JKoe Bbl — 4yyjoBuue! BOT 4TO — ApaTbCHA AMKO... CKBEPHO, W3BUHUTE MeHA... Ho,
CKaxy BaMm, — B [JAHHOM cfiy4ae Bbl BbiOpanu yAayHo... Bbl Nobunu passpaTHMKA, UMHKKA,
napa3uTta... W 4YenoBeKa, KOTOPbIA, OrpabumB CBOUX MNEMSHHUKOB, OCTaJsiCs
6e3HaKa3aHHbIM.

— BOT ¥ cnaea 6ory! — C yAOBO/bCTBMEM BbIFOBOpU/A ®oMa. — BOT S ero U Hakasan
HEMHOXKO. . .

— HEeMHOXKO? Hy, XOpoWo, MOJIOXWM, YTO 3TO HEMHOXKO... TOJIbKO BOT 4TO, AWUTHA Moe...
No3BO/IbTE MHE AATb BaM COBET... A YeJIOBeK CYAEWCKUMN... OH, 3TOT KHA3eB, noajel,

Aa! Ho v nopneua Henb3A 6MTb, Mbo M OH ecTb cyuecTBO cCouManbHoOe, HaxoasAlleeCAa noa
oTeyeckomn oxpaHoﬁ 3aKOHa. Henb3Aa ero TporaTtb AO MNOpbl, NMOKA OH He MNpecTynuT
rpaHnubl yJ10XeHUA O HaKa3aHuAX... HO U TOorga He Bbl, a Mbl, CYAbU, 6yAeM eMmy
BO34aBaTb... Bbl Xe — yx, nomanyﬁCTa, nortepnuTte. ..

— A CKOpPO OH BaMm NonajaeTca B PYKU-TO? — HAMBHO CNpocua ooma.

— H-HeM3BeCTHO... TaK KakK OH Manbii Hernynmﬁ, TO, BeEpOATHO, HUKOIrAa He
nonagetca... U 6yAeT no BCA AHMW XMBOTaA ero cocyuectesoBaTb CO MHOW M BaMMU Ha
OJJHON N TOW Xe CTYyNeHU paBeHCTBaA npej 3aKOHOM... O boxe, 4TO A roBopi! KOMMYECKMU

B3J0XHYN YXTULEB.

— CeKpeTbl Bbigaellb? — YyCMeXHyJsca doma.

— He TO, 4YTObBb CeKpeThl, a... HE HAANEXUT MHe ObiTb JIErKOMbIC/IEHHbIM. .. Y-4épT! A
BeAb... MeHA 3Ta UCTOpUA OXuBMna... MpaBo xe, Heme3uga jpaxe U Torpa BepHa cebe,
KOrja oHa NpPoCTO NiAraeTcs, Kak Jsowafb. ..

doMa BAPYr OCTAHOBWU/ICH, TOYHO BCTPETUN KaKoe-TO MpenATCTBME Ha NYyTU CBOEM.

— A Ha4yanocCb 3TO BeAb C TOro, — MeAJIEHHO U INyxo AoroBopua ooma, — 4YTO BbI
CKa3sa/in — ye3XaeT C0¢bﬂ NaBsoOBHA. . .

— Jla, ye3xaeT... Hy-c!

OH CTOAN NPOTUB POMbI U C yﬂH6K0ﬁ B rja3ax CMoOTpen Ha Hero. lopaeeB mosvyan,
OonyCcTuB roJioBy U TbiKkad MaJKOM B KaMeHb TpOoTyapa.

- naemTe?

éomMa nouwesi, PaABHOAYWHO rOBOpA:

— Hy n nycTb ye3xaeT...

YXTUUEB, MOMaxuBas TPOCTOYKOW, CTan HACBUCTLIBATb, NOrAsjbiBas Ha CBOEro ChyTHUKA.

— He npoxuBy s 6e3 Hee? — chnpocun ooma, rNAAs Kyaa-To npena cobow, M, MNomMosyaB,
OTBETUN TUXO M HeyBepeHHO: — ElWe Kak...
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— CnywanhTe! — BOCKAMKHYN YXTUWeEB, — A AAM BaM XOpOWMWH COBET... Ye€/I0BEeK [AOJIKEH
6bITb CamMuMMm COb6OM. .. Bbl YeNOBEK 3MMYECKMM, TaK CKasaTb, M JIMPMKA K BaM He uieT.
3TO He BawW XaHp. ..

— Tbl, bapuH, roBOpM CO MHOM Monpowe Kak-Hubyab, — cKa3an ooma, BHMUMATENbHO
npociywaB ero peuyb.

— Monpouwe? S xo4yy cka3aTb — bpocbTe Bbl AymMaTb 06 3ToW game... OHa Ans Bac — nuvua
ApoBMTaA. . .

— BOT M OHa roeopuna TO Xe, — YrpwoMo BCTaBwua éoma.

— roBopuna?.. — nepecnpocun YXTuweB. — M... BOT 4YTO... A He MOWTU NIN Ham
NOYyXMHaTb?

— MNonaem,— cornacuncsa éoma U BAPYIr OXECTOYEHHO 3apbivan, CkKaB KynakMm U B3MaxmBas
uMm. — NouaeMm, Tak novaeMm! W Tak A 3aBUHYY... TakK s, Nocje BCero 3Toro,
packadawcb — AepXuchb!

— Hy, 3a4yeM xe? Mbl — CKPOMHEHBKO. . .

— HeT, noroauM! — TOCKAMBO CKa3aNl doMa, B3SIB €ro 3a nje4yo. — UYTo Takoe? Xyxe 1
nopen? Bce xXUBYT cebe... BepTATCA, CYeTATCHA, UMET KaxAplh CBOM NYHKT... A MHe —
CKYYHO... BCe [0BO/bHbI COBOM, a UYTO OHWU XanywTCA — BPYT, CBOJIoYM! IDTO TaK OHMU,
NPUTBOPANTCA AN Kpachbl... MHe MPUTBOPATbLCA Heyero — A Aypak... S, 6paT, Hu4Yero
He MOoHMMaW... S AyMaTb He yMeWw... MHEe TOWHO... OAWH FOBOPUT TO, ApYyron —
apyroe... A oHa... 3x! 3Han 6bl Tbl... A BeAb HA Hee HAAeANCHA... S OT Hee xaan...
yero s xaan? He 3Haw!.. HO oHa — camas nydywas... U A Tak Bepus — CKAXET OHA MHe
oAHaxApl Takue cnoBa... ocobeHHble... Mnasa, bpaTt, y Hee 6onbHO xopowu! Trocnoau!..
CMOTpPeTb B HUX CTbAHO... Belb A He TO 4YTO C JIWOOBLID K Hel, — A K Hel Co Bceu
AYWOW... S AyMan, 4TO, KOJIM OHA TakKasd KpacaBuua, 3HAYUT, OKOJMIO Hee S U CTaHy
yesioBeKoMm!

YXTUWIEB CMOTpPEs, Kak pBEeTCHA M3 YCT ero ChnyTHMKa beccBsfi3Has peyb, BUAEN, Kak
NoAepruBanTCs MYCKYNbl €ro nuua oT YCUAUSA BbIPA3UTb MbICIM, U YYBCTBOBA/S 3a 3TOWM
cymATULEN cnoB bosblioe, cepbe3Hoe rope. BblI0 YTO-TO Myboko TporaTtesibHoe B
beccumnmm 340pOBOr0 M AMKOFO MapHS, KOTOPbIM BAPYF Hayan waraTb MO TpoTyapy
WMPOKMMU, HO HEPOBHbLIMMA WAaramu. MOAMPbLIrMBAs 3a HUM Ha KOPOTEHbKWUX HOXKaX, YXTULEB
YyyBCTBOBaN cebsa 06s3aHHbLIM YeM-HMOYAb YCNOKOUTb $dOMy. BCE, 4YTO doMa CKasan u
caenan B 3TOT Beyep, BO3byAUNIO y Becesioro cekpertapsa bosnbuoe nwobonbiTCTBO K dome,
a NOTOM OH YyBCTBOBaA/s CebA MNOJMbLEHHbIM OTKPOBEHHOCTbK MOJSIOAOro borava.
OTKPOBEHHOCTb 3Ta CMsANa ero CBOEW TEMHOW CW/IOW, OH pacTepssicCAd Noj ee HANopoMm, WU
XOTA Yy Hero, HecMOTpPs Ha MONOAOCTb, YyXe ObliM FOTOBble C/NOBA HAa BCe C/yyYau XKU3HM,
— OH He CKOpO Hawesn ux.

— 3, baTeHbKka! — 3aroBopws OH, JJTACKOBO B35B ®OMy Moj PyKy. — Tak Henb3f! ToNbKO
4YTO BCTYNWAM Bbl B XM3Hb M — yX ¢unocopcTByeTe! HeT, Tak Henb3sa! XusHb — Ans
XU3HM HaM jaHa! 3HayuT — XMBM U XUTb AaBau APYruM... BoT ¢wumnocopusa! A xeHwuHa

3Ta — 6a! fa pa3see B Heln BecCb CBeT YX TaK U Cowesnca KANHOM?

S Bac, ec/iM XOTUTe, MO3HAKOM C TakoW SAOBUTOM WTYKOW, UYTO Cpa3y OT Bawew
¢unocopmMm He oCTaHETCHs B AylWle y BaC HWM MbUIMHKM! O, 3a-amevaTesnbHbii babeu! U kak
OHa yMmeeT MNoNb30BaTbCA XM3Hbl! Toxe, 3HaeTe, He4YTO 3nNuyeckoe. W kKpacuBa, odpuHa,
MOry ckKa3aTb! M Kak oHa byaeT Bam nog napy! Ax, 4épTt! MpaBo xe, 3To bnecTsAwas
naes, — A BaC No3Hakomnw! HAaAO KAWH KAWMHOM BbIWMOATH. . .

— MHe COBeCTHO...— YIrpiMO U TOCK/IMBO CKa3an éoMa. — [lOKa OHA XMBa — A Ha 6a6
CMOTpPEeTb He MOory paxe...

— TaKoW 340pOBbIA, CBEXMA YeNlOBEK — XO-XO! — BOCK/MKHYN YXTUWEB M TOHOM yuyuTens
Hayan ybexpaTb ¢OMy B HEOOXOAMMOCTWU AN Hero AaTb WCXOA YYBCTBY B XOpOWeM
KyTexe.

— 3To byaeT BeNMKOJNIENHO, M 3TO HeobxoamMmo BaM — noBepbTe! A COBeCTb, — Bbl MEHSA
M3BUHUTE! Bbl HECKOSIbKO HEBEPHO onpepenseTe, 3TO He COBeCTb MewaeT BaM, a —
pobocTb! Bbl XMBeTe BHe obuecTtBa, 3aCTeHYMBbl U HENOBKU. Bbl CMYTHO 4YyBCTByeTe BCE
3TO... W BOT 3TO YyBCTBOBAHMWE MNpPUHUMAETe 3a COBECTb. O Hel xe B AAHHOM Cjlyyae He
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MOXeT 6biTb M peun, — NpuM 4YeM TyT COBECTb, KOrja BeCeNuMTbCA IS 4YesoBeka
€CTeCTBEHHO, KOraa 3TO ero noTpebHoCTb M npaBo?

domMa Wwen, copa3Mepss Warn CBOM C Wwaramum CnyTHMKA, WU CMOTpen BAOMb AOPOrv. OHA
TAHYNaCb MexAay ABYX PSAAOB 34aHWMA, MOXOAW/Ia HAa OFPOMHYW KaHaBy WM ObUia MoOJIHA TbMbl.
Kazanocb — er KOHUA HeT, U Mo Hel MeA/leHHO TeyeT BAAJIb YTO-TO TEMHoe,
Henccsikaemoe, Melwawluee AbllaTb. YO6eAUTENbHO-/TACKOBLIA MOJIOC YXTULlEBA OAHOTOHHO
3ByYas B ywax ®OMbl, U XOTS OH He BC/IYWMBA/JCHA B C/OBa peyu, HO YyBCTBOBaa, 4TO
OHM KaKMe-TO K/erKue, NpUCTalT K HEMY M OH HEBOJIbHO 3anoMMHaeT MX. HecmoTps Ha
TO, YTO PAAOM C HWM lWeN YeoBeK, OH YyBCTBOBa/s Ccebs OAVMHOKWM, MNOTEPABWMUMCSH BO
TbMe. OHa obHMMana ero M MeAsIeHHO Bfieksa 3a cobow, a OH owywan, Kak ero TAHET
KyAa-To, U He WUMesN XenaHWs OCTAHOBUTb cebsi. Kakaa-To yCTasoCTb Mewana emy
AyMaTb, B HEM He OblIO Xe/laHWs COMPOTUB/IATBLCHA YBEWAHWAM CAYTHUKA — U Yero paau
ConpoTMBAANCA 6bl OH?..

— XMBYT OAHAXAbl, — FOBOPWI YXTUWEB, YNWBAACb CBOeW MYyAPOCTbi, — U He MewaeT
NMO3TOMY TOPONMUTbLCHA XWUTb... EM-6ory, Tak! Ja 4To TyT rOBOPUTb — Bbl pa3peumnte MHe
BCTPAXHYTb Bac? loeAeMTe cedvyac B OAWH AOM... XMBYT TaMm JBe€ CeCTpuubl... ax, Kak
OHU XuBYT! PewauTe!

- YTo %7 A noepy...— CKaszan ooMa CMOKOMHO W 3€BHYN. — He NO3AHO AM? — cnpocun
OH, B3rNsAHYB Ha Hebo, NOKpbITOE Tyyamu.

— K HUM HUKOrpga He no3gHo! — Beceno BOCKJIMKHYN YXTUWeEB.

VIII

Ha TpeTul AeHb Nocje ClueHbl B Kiybe domMa o4yyTuicd B CeMu BepcTax OT ropoaa, Ha
NIeCHOM MpuUCTaHM Kynua 3BaHUeBa, B KOMMAHWM CbiHA 3TOr0 Kynua, YXTuWeBa, Kakoro-To
conuaHoro bapuHa B bakeHbapaax, C /bICON FO/IOBOM M KPACHbIM HOCOM, W 4yeTbipex

Aam. .. Monoson 3BaHLEB HOCWUA MeHCHe, Obin Xxya, bneaeH, u Korpga OH CTOAN, TO MKPbI
HOI ero B3AparnBajn, TOYHO UM MPOTUBHO ObIIO MOAAEPXMBATb XWMoe Telo, OAeToe B
AJIMHHOE KJieTyaToe MaJibTO C KamwoHOM, U CMEWHY MaJieHbKYH FOJIOBKY B XOKEMCKOM
KapTy3e. FocnoaMH c bakeHbapaamy Ha3biBas €ro XaHoM W MPOU3HOCWI 3TO WMMA Tak,
TOYHO CTpajan 3acTapesibiM HAaCMOPKOM. JlamMou XaHa Oblia BbICOKAas XeHWWHa C MblLHOW
rpyabio. FosoBa ee 6bia cxaTa C O6OKOB, HU3KWUWA /106 OMPOKWMHYNICSA Ha3ad, AJIMHHbIA HOC
npuaaBan ee NuUULy YTO-TO NTUYbe. DTO HeKpacuBoe NULO OblIO COBEpWEHHO HEeMOABWXHO,
M NUlib rla3a HAa HeT — MajieHbKue, Kpyrible, XOJIOAHble — MOCTOSAHHO Y/blbasnCh
NPOHMUATENbHOW U XUTPOW YnbibkoM. [aMmy YXTuueBa 3Bajsu Bepon, 3To Obuia Bbicokas
XeHWMHa, bneaHas, C pbXXMMKM BOJloCamMuM. MX ObIo Tak MHOro, 4YTO, Ka3ajnoCb, XeEHWMHa
Hajena Ha rosoBy cebe OrpoMHyW WANKy M OHA Cbe3xaeT el Ha YW, WEeKU U BbICOKUM
nob; M3-noj Hero CMNOKOWHO U JIEHUBO CMOTpenu bosnbume rosybbie rnasa.

rocnoauMH c 6akeHbappamu cuaen psaaom c MOJIOJEHbKOW AEBYIIKON, MNO/HOMN, cseme@ n, He
yMoJsikas, 3BOHKO XOXOTaBlUeM Haj TeMm, YTO OH, CKJIOHACb K Nnevyy ee, wWenTtan en B
yXO0.

A pama ¢ombl bbia CTpoWHas bpwHeTKa, ojeTas BO BCE yepHoe. CMyrjionuvuas, C
BOJIHUCTbIMA BOJIOCAMM, OHA AepXasa rosioBy TaK MPAMO M BLICOKO M TaK CHUCXOAMTENbLHO
CMOTpesia Ha BCE BOKPYr Hee, 4yTO 6b1O Cpa3y BUAHO, — OHA cebA cumTana nepsow
3/ecChb.

KOMMNaHUA pacnosioxunacb Ha KparWHeM 3BEeHE NjoTa, BbIABUHYTOrO AANIEKO B MYCTbIHHYIO
rnagb peku. Ha nnaoTy ObiM HAcT/AaHbl AOCKWU, MOCPeAM UX CTOSS rpybo CKOJIOYEHHbIN
cTon, wu Bcloay 6binn pa3bpocaHbl NycTble OYTbIIKU, KOP3MHbI C NPOBU3UEN, ByMaxKku
KOHDEKT, KOPKM anenbCWH... B yrnay njioTa HacbiNaHa rpyaa 3emiuM, Ha Hel ropen
KOCTep, U KAaKOM-TO MyXMK B nonywybke, CUAS HA KOPTOYKAX, TPen PYKU Haj OrHeEM U
MCKOCA MNOrnsAApiBasl B CTOPOHY FOCMOA. [OCNoAd TO/bKO YTO Cbein CTEepsaxbl YXy,
Tenepb Ha CTojie Mpej HUMW CTOAAU BMHA U (BPYKTHI.

YTOMMeHHas ABYXAHEBHbIM KYTEXOM M TOJNIbKO YTO OKOHYEHHbIM 06eaoM, KomnaHusa 6bina
HacTpoeHa CKy4YHO. Bce cMmoTpenu Ha peky, becegosanu, HO pa3roBop TO U Aeno
npepbiBasica nay3amu. JleHb 6bin siceH U no-BewHemy 60APO MOJIOA. XONOAHO-CBeT/Ioe Hebo
Be/IM4aBO MPOCTEPNOChb HaA MYTHOW BOAOK WWMPOKO Pa3/IMBIIENCS PEKU. [JaneKuh rOpHbI
beper 6bin1 NaCKOBO OKYTAH CMHEBATOM JAbIMKOWM Mrfbl, Tam bnectenu, Kak bosnbuue
3Be3/bl, KpecCThl LepKBeh. Y ropHoro bepera peka bbsia oXuMB/ieHA — CHOBAJM MapoXoApl,
WwyM WX AOHOCUNCS THAXKUM B3AOXOM cCioaa, B syra, rae TUXoe TeyeHue BOJIH HANOJIHANO
BO3JYyX 3BYKaMu MATKUMU. OrpoMHble 6apxuM TAHYIMCb TaMm OojHa 3a ApPYyron npoTuBs
TeYEeHUst, — TOYHO CBUHbM UYYAOBUIIHLIX OOBLEMOB B3pbiIBANIN INafb PeKU. YepHbin AbIM
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TAXesNbIMA MopbiBaMM Jie3 U3 Tpyb MapoxoAoB UM MeAJIeHHO Tas/l B CBEXeM Bo3ayxe. [opou
ryaen CBUCTOK — Kak OyATO 3nunocCb UM peBenio 6o/blioe XMBOTHOE, OXeCTOYeHHoe
TpyaoM. B nyrax 6bio TUXO, CMNOKOWHO. OAMHOKWE JepeBbs, 3aTOMJIEHHbIE Pa3/IUBOM, YXe
MOKPLIBAZINCb SAPKO-3€esieHbIMU B/1eCTKaMU NUCTBbI. CKpbiIBAs WMX CTBOJIbI MU OTPA3UB BepLWWHbI,
BOJA cAenana UX WwapoobpasHbiMM, U KAa3anoCb, 4YTO MPU MajenlieM AYHOBEHbe BeTpa OHMU
NonnbiBYT, MPUUYYAMBO KPACUBbIE, MO 3€PKa/IbHOMY JIOHY PEKMW. ..

Pbixaf XeHwuHa, 3aAymMymBO 448 BAdIb, TUXO U IFpyCTHO 3anena:

Baonb no Bonre pe-ke

Jlerka noakKa njbl-3-Bé-OT...

BploHeTKa, Npe3puTenbHO NpullypuB CBou bonblime cCTporue rnasa, ckasajna, He raaas Ha
Hee:

— Ham 1 6e3 3TOro CKyu4Ho...
— He TpoHb, NyCcTb noeT! — pobpoaywHo nonpocun doma, 3arfsiabiBas B JIMLO CBOEW

Jambl. OH 6bl1 bnepeH, B rna3ax ero BCMbIXMBAIN KaKue-TO MCKOPKK, no nuuy 6nymnana
ynu6ka, HeACHaAa U /eHuBasd.

— JlaBaniTe XOpoMm neTb!.. — Mpeasoxun rocnoauH c bakeHbapaamu.
— HeT, nyckanm BOT OHW ABe CMOWT! — OXMBAEHHO BOCKJWKHYN YXTuUweB. — Bepa, crnown
3Ty, — 3Haewb? «Ha 3ape nouay...» MaBneHbka, crnoute!

XOXOTYHbSl B3r/siHy/la Ha OpWHETKY U MoYTUTENIbHO Chnpocuia ee:
— MOXHO cneTb, Cawa?

— 4 cama byay neto! — 3asBuna nojgpyra ®ombl u, obpaTUBIWLMCL K AaMe C NTUYbUM
nvuoM, npukasana eu: — Bacca, nou!

Ta ToT4yacC nmornaguia PyKoOW ropsio M ycTaBwiacCb KPYr/ibIMA rfa3amm B JINLO CECTPbI.
Cawa BCTana Ha HOru, onepnacb PykKouM O CTON M, NOAHAB FONOBY, CU/AbHbIM, MNOYTH
MYXCKMM FOJIOCOM MeByYe 3aroBopuna:

XOopouwo -0 TOMy Ha CBeTe XWUTb,

Y KOro HeTy 3aboTyuwku,

B peTuMBOM cepjue 3a3HObyuKu!

Ee cecTpa KayHyfa rofloBOW W MPOTAXHO, XaNlobHO, BbLICOKUM KOHTPaNbTO 3acToHasna:

3X -y -Me -Hf -y— Kpa— CHO— W— Ae— €eBW— Ubl...
CBepkasa rnasamm Ha cecTpy, Cawa HU3KUMM HOTamu cKasana:

Kak 6biiMHKa, cepAue BbiCOXJIO -0-0!

[lBa ronoca OBHSNMCb M MONMbLIIM Haj BOAOW KPACMBbLIM, COYHbIM, ApoOXawMm OT M36bITKa
CUnbl 3BYKOM. OAMH XaJIOBa/IiCA Ha HecTepnumyl 60nb cepaua v, ynuBasCb sAOM Xanobbl
CBOEeN, — pblaan CKOpObHO, c/le3amMu 3asmBas OrOHb CBOUX MYYEHUW. [PYron — HU3KUA U
MYXEeCTBEHHbIN — MOry4ye TeK B BO34yXe, MOJHbIA YyBCTBaA 0buAbl. SICHO BbirOBapuBas
Cc/floBa, OH W3/AMBANCA FYCTOW CTPYEW, WU OT KAXAOro C/oBa BeANO MeCTbK.

YK A eMy 3TO Bbiljlayy...
— xanobHo nena Bacca, 3aKpblB 1a3a.

3a-a3Hob6n0 ero, No-oBbICYWY. ..

— yBepeHHO U rpo3Ho obewana Cawa, 6bpocas B BO3AYyX Kpenkue, Cu/bHble 3BYKU... WU
BAPYIr, W3MEeHMB TeMNn necHU U MNOBLICMB I0JIOC, OHaA 3anesla TaK Xe MNPOTAXHO, Kak
cecTpa, CNaaoCTpacTHble Yyrpo3bl:

Cywe BeTpa, cy-yuwe b6yilHoro,

Cylle TOH TpaBbl KOlIe-OHbIE. . .

OV, Kolle-Hble, MPOCYIIEHsbIE. . .

®omMa, O0BJIOKOTACb HA CTOJ, CMOTPeN B JINLO XEeHWWHbl, B YepHble MOJiy3aKpbiThle ria3a
ee. YCTpem/ieHHble KyAa-TO BAAJIb, OHU CBEPKasW TakK 3/10paiHO, 4To OT bnecka ux u
6apxaTUCTbIA FONOC, M3/IMBABIWMUACA M3 FPYAM XEHIMHbl, €My Ka3a/Cs YepHbiM U
6necTawMM, Kak ee rnasa. OH BCMOMUHAN €e NaCKu U Ayman:

«M OTKyZAa oOHa, Takasa? Jlaxe BOSA3HO C HeW...» YXTULEB, MNPUXABWMCb K CBOEW pame, C
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6MaXeHHbIM SIMLUOM CAylan MecHw M BeCb CUMAN OT YAOBONbLCTBMA. FocnoavMH B bakeHbapaax
M 3BaHUEB NMWIM BUHO W TUXO WENTAIMCb O YEM-TO, HAK/JOHACb APYr K ApYyry. Pbxas
XEHWMHA 3aAyM4YMBO paccmaTpuBasna NafloHb PYyKM YXTuULIEBA, [epxa ee B CBOMX pykKax, a
Becenas [AeByWKA CTana FPYCTHOM, HAKJIOHWJA HW3KO FOJIOBY M CAywasna MnecHw, He
WweBesfACb, Kak o4yapoBaHHasi. OT KOCTpa Wes MyXWK. OH CTynasa no AOCKaM OCTOPOXHO,
CTAHOBACb Ha HOCKW camnor, pyKu ero 6bUiM 3asoxeHbl 3a CNMHY, a WWpokoe bHopopaTtoe
nMuo BCE npeobpasnsioCb B YJbIOKY YAWBJIEHUS U HAaMBHOW PajoCTW.

3X, — Tbl BOCYYBCTBYW, A06pbin Monoael! .

— TOCKAMBO B3blBasia Bacca, nokayuMBas ronoBon. CecTpa, elle Bblue BCKWHYB FOJIOBY,
3aKOHYMIA NeCH:

KakoBa TocKa nwbo-oBHas-a-a!

KOH4YMB neTb, OHa ropao NocmMoTpena BOKPYr M, ONYCTUBWMCbL PAAOM C ®OMOW, ObHaAna
€ro 3a lwew CWIbHON PYKOW.

— YTo, Xopowa necHa?..

— CnaBHas! -ckasan ¢oma, ynblbascb en.

— bpaBo-o0! BpaBo, AnekcaHapa CaBeNbeBHa! — Kpuyan YXTuWeEB, a BCe OoCTalibHble 6uau
B NafiloHN. Ho OoHa He obpawana Ha HWUX BHWUMaHWSA, WU, BNACTHO ObOHWMMas ¢oMmy, roBopwna:

— BOT Tbl MHe W noaapu HTO-HM6yAb 3a NecCHW...

— JlapHo, A nojapw.. — cornacuics éoma.

- YyT10?

— Tbl CKaxu...

— CKaxy B ropoge. W ecnu noaapuilb, 4To s Xo4y, — O, KAk s Teba nwbutb byay!
— 3a noaapok-To? — cnpocun oomMa, HeAOBEpPYMBO ycMexasCb. — A Tbl 6bl MpocTo...

OHa CNOKOWHO B3rndHyna Ha Hero u, CekKkyHAy noaymaB, peunTeslbHO CKa3aja:

— MpPOCTO — paHo... 4 NraTb He byay, NpsMo roeopw — wbnw 3a AeHbru, 3a
NnojapKku... MOXHO M Tak NWbUTb... Aa. Tbl NOAOXAM, — A MPUCMOTPCHL K Tebe u,
MoxeT, nonwbnw becnnaTHo... A noka — He obeccyib... MHe, MO MOEW XWU3HU, MHOIO

AeHer Hajao...

ooma cnywan ee, ynelbancs v B3aparmBan ot 6AM3oCcTU ee Tena. B yun emy nes
KaKoW-TO HaATPECHYTbI U CKYYHbI rOJIoC 3BaHLEeBa:

— 51 He MOTy MOHATb KPacoT 3TOW NPOCNAB/IEHHOW PYCCKOW MeCHW... UYTO B Hen? Bonuui
BOW, rOJIOAHOE 4YTO-TO, AUKOE... D... 3TO cobauybu Hemoum. HeT BecenbsA, HET WUKA...
Bbl nocaywanTe, 4TO M KAk noeT dpaHuy3s! Wam — uTanbsHewl. ..

— Mo3BonbTe, MBaH HMKO/NAaeBUY... — BO3MYIIEHHO Kpu4yan YXTuULEeB.

— S DOJXeH C 3TUM COrNlacuTbCsl — pyccKas necHs ojaHoobpa3Ha v Tyckna... —
npuxnebeiBas BUHO, TOBOPWS 4YesioBek C bakeHbapaamu.

3axoAMno conHue. OnNyckascb rAe-To Jajieko, B JIyrOBOM CTOpOHe, OHO bpocano Ha
TEMHY, XONOAHYI BOAY PO30OBaTble M 30/10Tble MATHA. ®OMA CMOTPEN HA WUrPy COJSTHEYHbIX
Niydyen, Crneaun, Kak TpeneTHO OHM MepenuMBaiMCb MO C/ajKoW paBHMHE BOA, W, JIOBA
YXOM OTpbIBKM pa3roBopa, NpeAcTaBnsan cebe cnoBa poeM TEMHbIX MOTbUIbKOB, CYET/IMBO
HOCUBWUXCSA B BO3Ayxe. Cawa, MOJSIOXMB FOJSIOBY HA Mjie4o emy, TUXO roBopwuaa npsMo B
yXO0 eMy CnoBa, OT KOTOPbIX OH KpacHen W CMywasncsa, OHM BO3OyxAaann B HeM xenaHue
OBHATb 3TY XEHWMHY M LenoBaTb ee 6e3 cyeTa M yCTaiM. KpoMe Hee — HUKTO He
WHTEpecoBaN ero U3 nwaen, cobpaBWMXCA TyT. 3BaHUEB Xe U 6apuH 6bUIM NPOTUBHLI
emy. ..

— Tbl Yyero rnaseewb, a7 — ycabillan OH CTpOFMﬁ BO3rjac yxtuuesa.

YXTUWEB Kpuyan Ha Myxuka. TOT CAEPHYN C rOJioBbl KapTy3, XJOMHYN MM cebs no KoneHy
n, ynbibasacb, oTeeyan:
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— 8 — bapblHIO Moc/ywaTb nojowen. ..
— Xopowo noet?

— UYTto u roeopuTb! — C BOCXuWeHMeM ornagsiBasa Cawy, ckKa3ana MyXuK. — Bo-onbwaa cuna
rosiocy B rpyasx y Hux!

Ero CnoBa BbI3BAJIM CMEX AAM WU ABYCMbIC/IEHHbIE PEYU MYXYUH.
Cawa cnpocuna Myxuka:

— Tbl — noewb?

— Kak Mbl nmoem! — MaxHyn OH pPYyKOW.

— Kakue necHu 3Haewb?..

— Jla BCAKME... 5 NeTb Jb/w... — U OH BUHOBATO YCMEXHYJICH.
— JlaBan cnoem CO MHOW.

— Kyaa Ham! Pa3Be Bbl MHe — napa?

— Hy, 3anean!

— Kak 3To Beceno! — BOCKJ/IMKHYN 3BaHUEB, CMOPWWB NULO.

— ECnm BaM CKy4yHO — yTonuTecb!.. — cka3sana Cawa. CepaAUTO CBEpPKHYB Ha Hero
rnasamun.

— HeT, XxonoaHa Boja... — OTBeTWI 3BaHUEB, €XacCb Nnoj ee B3ria40M.

— A yx nopa BaMm! U BOAbl MHOrO Tenepb, He BCH 6bl Bbl ncnopTunn ee rHuiabiMm BallnMm
TEJ/IOM. ..

— ®U, KaK OCTPOYyMHO! — BOCK/JIMKHYJ WHOWAa M C npe3peHuem aobaBun: — B Poccum aaxe
KOKOTKU rpybbl. . .

OH obpawanca kK cBoemy cocepy, TOT OTBETWU/ eMy NbSHOW YNbIOKOW. YXTueB Toxe 6bin

NbsH. MOCONOBEBWUMU TNa3amu rAAAA B JINLO CBOEN Aambl, OH 4TO-TO 6opmoTan. Jama C
NTUYBUM NULOM KjeBasia KOHMeKTbl, Aepxa KOpobKy noj HocoMm y cebsi. MaBneHbka yuwna

Ha KpaW nnoTta U, CTOSA TaMm, Kuaasa B BOALY KOPKWU anesibCuHa.

— HuKorpa s He y4yacCcTBOBa/l B TAKOW Heslenon nporynke, — xanobHo roBopua 3BaHUEB
cocepy.

doMa C YCMEWKOW cfieamn 3a HWUM U Obll JOBOJIEH, YTO 3TOT M3/IOMAHHLIA 4YesloBeK
CKy4yaeT, U TeM, 4yTo Cawa obuaena ero. OH JIACKOBO MNOr/AApiBas Ha CBOW MOAPYrY,
HPaBMIOCb €My, YTO OHa FOBOPUT CO BCEMM PE3KO M AEPXUTCA FOpAO, KaK HacToAwas
6apbiHA .

MyXMK, CTOSl OKOJIO Hee, FOBOpPWA:

— BapbiHA! Tbl bbl MogHecna MHe Ans paauM xpabpocTtu?!

— doma, MoAHEeCM eMy CTakaH! WU, Korga MyXuK, BbiMMB, BKYCHO KpsikHyn, Cawa
CKOMaHAoOBanNa:

— HayuHam. ..
CKOCMB pOT Ha CTOPOHY, MYXMK BbICOKMM TEHOPOM 3aTsAHYN:

MHe He Nbe-O0TCA U -eX -HU -rnortarTcd -a-a...
XeHWWHa TpeneTHO noaxBaTwuna:

BU-MHA Aylla-a He npuma-arT...
MYXMK Cnagko ynblbHyncs, 3abonTan ronoBor M, 3aKpblB rnasa, NpoauMn B BO3AYX
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ApOXallyld CTPYH BbICOKUX HOT:

0 -3 -MHe -npuwia -a-a nopa -a-a npowa -TbCA -a-a...
A XeHWMHa 3acToHana M 3annakana:

OH CO -0 -pO -OAHbIMN —-UMU HAAO pacCTaBaTbCA -a...
MMOHM3UB roOJIOC, MYXUK C U3YMUTE/IbHON CUIOU CKOp6M nponen-ckasan:

3X M B UYyKy CTO -OpOHY HaJOTb MHE MWTU...

Korpa ABa rosnoca, pblgas U TOCKys, BAWIMCb B TUWMHY U CBEXECTb Beyepa, BOKPYr
CTaso Kak byaTo Tenjsee u nyduwe; BCE KaK b6bl ynblbHYNoCb YnblbKOM COCTpagaHuUs ropk
yesloBeka, KOTOPOro TeMHas Cuia PBET U3 POAHOrO FHe3ja B YYXyl CTOPOHY, Ha TAXKUM
TPYA U YHUXEHMUS. TOYHO He 3BYKWU, He MeCHA, a Te ropsavymMe cJsie3dbl YesIOBEeYECKOro

cepaua, Ha KOTOpbIX BblkMnena 3Ta xanoba, — camu criesbl yBAaxXwium BO3AyX. Tocka
Aywn, M3My4vyeHHOW B bopbbe, cTpasaHuMs OT paH, HAHECEHHbIX YEJIOBEKY XeJie3HOW pPYyKOou
HYXAbl, — BCE& OblIO BNIOXEHO B MpOCThle, rpybble croBa M nepefaBasoCb HeBbIPA3NMO

TOCK/IMBbIMA 3BYKamuM JasiekoMy, MyCTOMy Heby, B KOTOPOM HUKOMY W HUYEMY HeT 3Xa.

OTWAaTHYBWWACb OT MEBLOB, ®OMa CMOTPEN Ha HUX C YYBCTBOM, OIM3KMM UCNYry, MeCHS
KuNsWen BOSHOM BAMBanacb emy B rpyAb, W bHeweHas cuna TOCKU, BOXEeHHas B Hee, A0
6onn cxkmMMmana emy cepaue. OH YyBCTBOBa/l, UYTO CenyaC y HEro X/blHyT cne3sbl, B ropne
y Hero wvnano, v JuUO B3AparuBano. OH CMyTHO BWAEN 4YepHble rnasa Cawu, —
HeNoABWXHbIE, OHU Ka3aJIMCb €My OrPOMHbIMM U CTAHOBWIUCL BCE bonblie. U emy
Kasasocb, 4YTO MOWT He ABOE /ioaen — BCE BOKPYr NoeT, pblaaeT WM TpeneweT B MyKax
CKOpbu, BCE XMBOE OBHANOCH Kpenkum obbATUEeM OoT4YasdaHUuA.

Koraga KOHYunM neTb, OH, B3aparmeas OT BOB6yXAEHMH, C MOKpbIM OT cC/sie3 JIMLUOoM,
CMOTpe/sl Ha HUX u ynu6anca.

— YTo — TpoOHyno? — cnpocuna Cawa. bneaHas OT yCTalioCTWU, OHa Ablwana TSXesNo U
6bICTPO. dOMa B3M/IAHY/1 HA MyXMKa, — OH BbiTMpas MOTHbIA /106 M OrNaApiBasiCss BOKPYD
cebsa TaKUMM pacCTepsHHbIMM raa3amu, Kak OYATO He MOHUMAN — 4YTO CAYy4YUnoChb?

BbIIO TUXO. BCe cuaenu HenoaBWXHO, MosYa.

— AX, rocnoaum! — B3AOXHYN doMa, MOAHMMAsiCb Ha Horum. — 3x, Cawa! Myxuk! KTO Tbl
TaKoW? — MOYTU KPUKHYJT OH.

— CTenaH...— BUHOBATO yﬂH6aﬂCb, OTBETUNT MYXUK.

— Kak Tbl noewb, a? — C n3ymjieHmeMm BOCK/IMUAN dOMA, TPEBOXHO NepemMmHasaCb Ha OAHOM
mMecTe.

— J-3X, Balle CTeneHCTBO! — B3AOXHYN1 MyXWK. — lope 3acTaBUT — ObIK COJIOBbEM
3anoeT... A BOT 6apbiHA C 4ero noert, TaK... 3TO yX 60ry OAHOMY WM3BECTHO... a noeT
OHa — IOXMCb W nomupanm! H-Hy, — b6apbiHA!

— CneT-TO O4YeHb Xopowo! — cKasan YXTUWEB MbAHbIM FOJIOCOM.

— YépT 3HaeT 4YTo! — pasppaxeHHO M MOYTM CO Cjle3amm 3aKpuyan BAPYr 3BaHLEB,
BCKakuBas M3-3a CToNa. — 4 npuexan rynsitb, — A XO4Yy BECENUTbCA, a MeHA
oTneBawT!.. UTO 3a 6e306pa3ue! 4 He xouy bonbwe, — A ye3xatw!

— XaH! S Toxe ye3xaw...— 3asBWI rocrnoauMH c bakeHbapaamu.

— Bacca! - kpuyan 3BaHueB. — OaeBawncs!..

— Jla, nopa exaTb, — CMOKOMHO CKa3ajla YXTUWeBY ero pbikas Aama. — XOJIOAHO... U

CKOpo byaeT TEeMmHo...

— CTenaH! Cobupai BCE, — KOMaHAoBana Bacca. Bce 3acyeTWUIUCb, 3aroBOPWUIM O
yem-TO; doMa CMOTpes HefOyMeBawWWMMM rnasamuM U BCE B3aparvean. JOAW, MNOKAYUBAACH,
XOAUNWU NO naoTam, b6nefHble, YTOMJEHHble, W FOBOPWAU APYr APYry 4TO-TO Hesfenoe,
beccBsA3zHoe. Cawa becuepemMOHHO TosKana Ux, cobupas CBOU Beww.

— CTenaH! KpuKHW nowagen. ..

— A 5 — BbiNbl0 elle KOHbSIKY, — KTO XOYeT KOHbSKY CO MHOW? — TAHYN O/laXeHHbIM
CTpaHuua 91



ooma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
ro/IoCoM rocrnoauvH C bakeHbapaamu, Aepxa B pyKax OyTbUIKY.

Bacca yKyTbiBasia lWew 3BaHUeBa WwWaphom. OH CTOSAN nepen Hew, Kanpu3HO BbLINATUB Tybbl,
CMOPLEHHbIN, WKpbl €ro B3AparuBann. ¢omMe CTano NPOTUBHO CMOTPETb HA HUX, OH OTowen
Ha Apyrow nnoTt. Ero yameBnssno, 4TOo BCe 3TWU NioaAn BeayT cebs Tak, TOYHO OHU He
C/blWasN NecHW. B ero rpyau oHa Xwia, Bbi3biBas Yy HEro 6ecrnokonHoe xenaHue 4YTo-TO
caenaTtb, CKasaThb.

YXe COJIHUE 3awio, Aajib OKyTanacb CMHMM TyMaHOM. doMa MOCMOTpen Tyaa U OTBEPHY/CH
B CTOPOHY. EMYy He XOTeNoCb eXaTb B FOpPOA C 3TUMMU JIOABMU. A OHU BCE pacXaxuBanu
Mo MNJOTY HEPOBHbIMA lWAraMM, KavasiCb U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY M Bopmouya bBeccBs3Hble
cnoBa. XeHWWHbl OblM Tpe3Bee MyXYWH, TOJSIbKO pbikas AOJAr0 He Morjaa MOAHATLCA CO
CKaMbW W, HAKOHel, NOAHABUWMCL, 0bbABMAA:

— Hy, 5 NbfAHa...

®oma cen Ha obpybok pepeBa U, MOAHSAB TOMOP, KOTOPBIM MYXWUK KOJION ApoBa ANs
KocTpa, CTan urpaTb MM, noabpacbiBas ero B BO3AYyX W JIOBA.

— AX, Kak 3To nowno! — pa3aancsa KaﬂpM3HHﬁ BO3rJjlac 3BaHUeBa.

éoma novyyBCTBOBa/Nl, YTO HEHABUAUT ero, — ero U BcCex, Kpome Cawwu, Bo36ymAaBmeﬁ B
HeM CMyTHOe 4YyBCTBO YyAuUBNEeHUA npen Hew U 60ﬂ3HM, 4YTO OHa MOXeT cAaenaTb 4YTO-TO
HeoXnagaHHoe M CTpallHoe.

— C-CKOTMHa! — BM3I/IMBO KPUKHYN 3BaHUEB; doMa YBUAEN, YTO OH TONKHYN MyXuka, a
MYXMK, CHSIB WIANKy, BMHOBATO MOLWEN B CTOPOHY...

— Jly-ypak — waras 3a HMM U B3MaxmBas PYyKOW, Kpuyasa 3BaHLEB.
®OoMa BCKOYWSI HAa HOTU U TPOMKO, Yyrpoxawlue cKasan:

— Tol! He TpoHb ero!

— UYT0o-0? — 0bepHy/CcsA 3BaHUEB K HeMmy.

domMa MpuNOAHAN Nneyun, warHysa K Hemy... WU BAPYr B rosioBe ero BCMbiXHYyJsla OAHA
MbIC/Ib. OH 3/10paAHO YCMEeXHyJicad U TUXO cnpocun CrtenaHa:

B Tpex MecTax 3BEHO C4YaneHo?

B Tpex, Kak xe!

Pybu ceasu...

— A OHU?..

— Monuu! Pyébwu...

— Jla Bejb. ..

— Pybu! Tuwe, — 4yTObbLI He 3ameTunu!

MyXVMK B3si1 B PYKM TOMOpP, He TOPOMACb MOAOWEN K MecTy, rae 3BeHO MJIOTHO 6bi1o
CBSAI3aHO C APYrMM 3BEHOM. W, HECKO/SIbKO pa3 CTYKHYB TOMOPOM, BOPOTMACA K doMme.

— S, BawWe CTeneHcTBO, He B OTBeTe, — CKa3aj OH.
— He boucs...
— Moexann!.. — npowenTas MyXWK CO CTPAxOM M TOPOMJMBO NepekpecTunca. A ooma,

TUXOHbKO NOCMenBaAaACb, UCNHLITbIBAZT XYTKOe 4YYyBCTBO, OCTPO U XKry4de ljeKoTaBllee emy
cepaue Kakoun-To CTpaHHOU, NPUATHOU U Cnajgkou 60A3HbI0.

Jlogn Ha nAoTy BCE ewe pacxaxmpanun, ABUrafacb MepsieHHO, CTaNlKMBaACb ApPYyr C APYrom,

noMmoraa ogepartbCd AdMam, CMeACb WU pa3rosapumBasd, a MJIOT TUXOHbKO, HepeuwunTesibHO
noBepTbiBaZICA Ha BOAe.
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— EXeNnu MX Ha KapaBaH CHeceT, — WenTajd MyXWUK, — HaA MblXM TKHYTCA — pa3obbeT
BAPLI3T . . .

— Monuu... JIoAKY nojawb, AOMOHUUb. . .

— BoT!.. Bce-Taku nwogun.

JlOBOJIbHbIA, yCMexasiCb, MYXMK Mpblkkamm bpocuncs no nnoTam kK bepery. ooma CTOSN Haj
BOJOW, U eMy CTPACTHO XOTeNIOCb KPUKHYTb YTO-HUOYAb, HO OH YyAepXuBasicsa, xenas,
4yTObL NAOT OTNALIN NOJanblie M 3TU MNbsAHbIE NIOAM HE MOMM NepenpbirHyTb C Hero Ha
npuyaneHHsle 3BeHbs. OH ollywan NpUATHOe, JlacKaBllee ero 4YyBCTBO, BWUASA, KaK MJOT
TUXO KonebneTcs Ha BOAE M YXOAMUT OT HeEro C KaxAOW CeKyHAOW BCE jpanblie. BMecTe C
N0AbMM Ha MJIOTY M3 FpyaM ero Kak b6bl ynjbiBasio BCE TAXE/I0e U TEMHOE, YEeM OH
HanoNHWN ee 3a 3TO Bpems. OH BAbIXaJSl CBEXWUA BO3AYX W BMeCTe C HUM YTO-TO
3/10poBOe, OTpe3Bfswllee ero rojfioBy. Ha camoM Kpaw yn/biBaBWEro njoTa CTosna CrUHON
K ®oMe Cawa; OH CMOTpes Ha ee KpacuByw GUrypy M HEBOJIbHO BCMOMWHAN O MeAbIHCKOW.
Ta 6bUla MeHblle POCTOM... BOCNOMMHAHWE O HEW YKOJIONI0O ero, U OH TPOMKUM
HaCMeWNnBbLIM TOJIOCOM KPUKHY:

— 21 Bbl! MNpowanTe...

TemHble QUrypbl JloAen BAPYr M BCe Cpasy ABUHYNUCHb K Hemy U cOuamcb B Kydy Ha
cpeluHe nnoTa. HO yXe Mexay HUMM U dOMOWM XONoAHO bnecTena nosoca BOAbl WWPUHOIW
MOYTU B CaxeHb. HECKONIbKO CeKYHA AJIWIOCh MOJiYaHue. ..

W BAPYr Ha ®OMy MoneTen Uenblil yparaH 3BYKOB, BU3IMBbLIX, MOJHbIX XMBOTHOFO CTpaxa,
NPOTMBHO XanobHbIX, a Bbllle BCeX U BCeX MPOTUBHEN pe3an yXxo TOHKUM, Apebe3xaumi
KPpUK 3BaHLeBa:

— Cna-acuTe...

KTO-TO — AONXHO 6bITb CONMWUAHBIA rocnoauH C 6akeHbapaamu — peBen bacom:

— TONAT... TONAT JOAEN. ..
— Pa3Be Bbl l0an?! — 310 KPUKHYN ®oMa, pa3ApaxeHHbi! KpUKamu, KOTOpble TOYHO Kycanu
ero.

Jiogn B 6e3ymmm cTpaxa MeTaJIMCb MO MJIOTY; OH Kosebasncs noa MX HOramm U OT 3TOro
nnbln GbiICTpee. BbIO CABIWHO, KAaK BOAA MAeweT HAa Hero v xJwnaeT MoA HUM. Kpuku
pBanu BO3AYX, JIOAU MNpbIrann, B3MAXMBAIN PyKamu, U Aullb CTPoMHaa ¢urypa cCawm
HenoABWXHO M Ge3MONIBHO CTOfJla Ha Kpaw nioTa.

— KnaHaWTecb pakam! — Kpuyan oomMa. EMy BeC nerye u Becesiee CTAHOBWIOCH MO Mepe
TOro, Kak MIoT yXoAun Aanblie.

— doMa UrHaTbeBUY! — HeTBepApiM, HO TPe3BbIM MOJIOCOM 3arOBOPWUS YXTULEB, CMOTpUTE,
3To onacHas wyTka!.. 8 6yay xanoBaTbcsa!..

— Koraa yToHewb? Xanyuca! — Beceno oTBeTun doma.

— Tbl — ybunua!.. — pbigad, BCKpuMYan 3BaHUeB. HO B 3TO Bpems pa3Aasica 3BYYHbIN

NAeck BOJbl, TOYHO OHa axHysna OT UCMyra WAN YAMBAEHUA. doMa B3APOrHYN U 3amep.
MOTOM B3Mb1 OMbAHAWWWA, AUKUA BOM XEHWWH, MOJIHbIE yXaca BO3r/jachl MyX4YuH, U BcCe
(GMrypbl Ha NAOTY 3aMepnn, KTO KaK CTosan. ¢oma, rAafAs Ha BOAYy, OKaMeHen, — MNo Boje
K HeMy MJbI0 YTO-TO 4YepHoe, OKpyxas cebs bpbisramu. ..

MHCTUMHKTMBHO ®oma Bpocuncsa rpyabid Ha bpeBHa NnoTa M NPOTAHYN PyKU Bhepej, CBECUB
Haj BOAOW ronoBY. MPOWIO HECKONbKO HEBEPOATHO AONTUX CEKYHJA... XONOAHble, MOKpble
nanblbl CXBATWIM €ro 3a PyKW, TemHble rna3a 6secHynvM nepea Hum. ..

Tynoﬁ CcTpax, OoBJlafleBIIMI MM, nc4yel, CMeHACHb MATEXHOWN papoCcTbio. OH CXBaTWUnN
XeHWWHY, BbipBaB €e W3 BOAbl, MNpuxan K rpyam m Cc yamBineHumem, He 3HaA, YTO CKa3aTb
en, cmoTpesn B ee rnasa. OHW NaCKOBO yJ'IbI6Hy1'IVICb eMy...

— XonopHo! — ckaszana Cawa, B3APOrHyB. ®oMa CYACT/IMBO 3ACMEANCA NpU 3BYKe ee
rosioca, BCKWHYJl ee Ha pPyKu u bbicTpo, mnouTu berom, bpocwuncs no nsioTam K bepery.
OHa 6bla MOKpas M XONOAHAas, KAk pbiba, HO ee ApixaHWe 6bi10 ropsyYo, OHO XMIOo WeKy
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®OMbl M HAMOJIHANO TpPylAb ero byMHOW pPasoCTbio.

YTONMUTb MEHS XOTeN? — roBopu/ia OHAa, KPENKO MPUXMMAsACb K HeMmy.

Kak 3To Tbl Xopowo caenana, — bopmoTan ooma Ha bery.
— Hy, MU Tbl HE XyAO BblAyMas... XOTb C BWUAY CMWPHLIA. . .
— A Te — BCé opyT!

— YEpT C HUMU! YTOHYT — Mbl C Tobon B CuMbUpb Monaem...— ckKa3aja XeHumHa. OHa
Hayana ApoxaTb, W APOXb ee Tena, ouywaemasa $domMoM, 3acCTaBWUIA €ro YCKOpPUTb CBOM
ber.

C peku BC/ied MM HeC/IMCb BOMIM M KPUKM O Nomol. Tam, MO CMNOKOMHOM Bode, YyAansschb
oT bepera K CTpye FMaBHOIMO TeYEHUA PeKU, NAbl1 B CyMpaKe Ma/leHbKUMA OCTPOB, Ha HeM
METa/IMCb TEMHble YesloBeYeCKue (GUrypsbl.

HOYb HaaBUrasacCcb Ha HUX.

IX

OAHaxApl B MNONJAeHb BOCKpeCeHbs SIKOB MasikMH nun 4vanm y cebs B cajy. PacCTerHys
BOpPOT pybaxu M 0oBMOTAB liew MONOTEHLLEM, OH CUAEN HA CKambe Moj HaBeCOM 3ejleHu
BUIWEH, pa3MaxuvBan pykKamu B BO3AyXe, OTUpas MNOT C /MLA, WU HEMOJIYHO pacchinan B
BO3/yXe ObICTPYW peuyb.

— Jlypak ¥ noasel, TOT 4YesioBeK, KOTOpbii MO3BONSeT bpXy MMeTb BlacTb Haj coboiu!

rnasa crtapuka bnecTtenu pasapaxeHHO UM 3/106HO, rybbl Npe3puTesibHO KPUBWUIUCH, U
MOPIWMHbB TEMHOrO NMua B34parvBanu.

— Bbin 6bl ®OMKA CbIH MOM poaHOM — s 6 ero BblwKonW!

Wrpas BeTKOW akauuu, JboBb MonYa cCiaywasna pevyb OTUA, BHUMATENbHO W MbITAUBO
nornagbiBas Ha ero BO3MylEeHHOe, JApoxallee Nuuo. CTAHOBACbL CTaplle, OHA He3aMeTHO
ans cebs mM3MmeHsna HelOBepYMBOE U XOJIOAHOE OTHOWeHMe K CTapuky. Bcerpa KuneBwud B
penax, OOWKWMA M yMHbIi, OH OAMHOKO WeJ Mo CBOeMy MyTW, a OHa Buaena ero
OAMHOYECTBO, 3HaNa, KaK TAXEeN0 OHO, M ee OTHOWEHMA K OTLy CTaHOBWIMCHL Tennee,
YXe Nnopou OHa BCTynajsa B CNopbl CO CTAPUKOM; OH BCerfa OTHOCW/ICA K ee BO3paXeHusaM
npeHebpexmnTenbHO U HaCMeWwlInBO, HO C KaxAbiM pa3oM BHUMaTeNIbHEN U MArve.

— Ecnu 6 NOKOMHMK WrHaT npouyuTan B rasete o 6e306pa3HoOM XM3HM CBOEro cbiHa — ybun

6bl OH ®OMKY! — roBOpMA MasikuH, yAapas KynakoM Mo CTOoNy. — Beidb KakK pacnucanu?
Cpam!

— 3a jpeno! — cka3sana JioboBb.

— 5 He roBopw — 3ps! Obnasnu, Kak M CnepoBano... U KTO 3TO pa3owencs?

He BCE nNM BaM paBHO? — CNpoCWia AEBYWKaA.

— JIbOoMbITHO. .. BOMKO, XYy/IUK, nM300pa3nsi GOMKWMHO MOBejeHWe... BUAMMO — CaM C HUM
rynsn u Bcemy ero 6e3obpasuio cBuaeTesnem 6bui. . .

— H-Hy, OH He CTaHeT C ¢doMoM rynsaTb! — ybexaeHHO cka3ana JiwboBb U FycTo
nokpacHena noj MbITAUBLIM B3riAAOM OTuUA.

— Wwb Tbl! Xa-apowue 3HakoMCTBa y Tebs, Jiwbka! — WMOpPUCTUYECKM SIAOBUTO CKasan
MaskuH. — Hy, KTO 3To nucan?

EN He XOTenochb roBOpuUTb, HO OTel, HacTaumBaNn, W ronoC ero CTaHOBWUAM BCE cyuwe u
cepauten. Torpa oOHa 6ecnokonHo cnpocuna ero:

— A Bbl eMy HMYero He cpenaerte?

— A7 4 emy — ronoy oTkywy! [y-pexa! 4YTo A MOry caenartb? OHW, 3TWU MUCAKW,
Hernyneln Hapoh... Cuna, 4deptu! A 5 He rybepHaTop... Aa U TOT HU PYKY BbLIBUXHYTb,
HUW A3blKa CBA3aTb HE MOXeT... OHW, KaK MbluM, — CPbI3yT NOMaNeHbKy... H-Aa! Hy, Tak
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KTO Xe 3T0?

— A MNOMHUTE, Korja f yyunacb, FMMHA3UCT XOAWA K HaMm, EXOB? YepHEHbKWUA TaKOW...

— Bupan, Kak xe! Tak 3TO OH? MbiIOHOK!.. U B Ty NOpy BUAHO yxe 6bl/lo, 4YTO BbiNAeT
M3 Hero — HenyTteBoe... Haao 6bl MHe Toraa 3aHATbLCA UM... MOXeT, 4Ye/lOBEKOM CTan
Bbl. . .

JoboBb yCMexHynacb, B3rJIAHYB Ha OTuLaA, U C 3aJ0pOM cCnpocuna:

— A pa3Be TOT, KTO B ra3eTax NuUWeT, He yYyesioBek? CTapuK JOJIr0 He OoTBevyan joyepu,
3aAymunBo_6apabaHs nasbuamm no CTONAYy M paccmMaTpuBas CBOE NNLO, OTPAXeHHOe B APKO
HayulleHHON Meau camoBapa. MOTOM, MOAHAB TOJIOBY, OH MNpUUypwWn rna3a U BHYWATENbHO,
C as3apToM cKasan:

— DTO He /AWM, a — HapbiBbl! KpOBb B JINAAX PYCCKUX MCMOPTWUNACL, M OT AYPHOW KPOBM

ABUUCb B HeM BCE 3TU KHUXHUKU-TA3ETUUKU, J0Tble thapucen... Hapsano ux Be3ge u
BCE bonblie HapbiBaeT... [opya Kposu — oTyero? OT MeANIeHHOCTU ABUXEHUs. .. Komapel .
OTKyAa? OT bonoTa... B cTosYel Boje BCSAKAs HEYUCTb 3aBOAUTCH... U B HeyCTpOeHHOU

XU3HW TO Xe camoe...
— Bbl He TO roeopuTe, nanawa! — MArko ckasana JioboBb.
— 3TO KaK Xe — He TO07?

— MucaTenn-nwan cambie 6eCKOpHCTHHe... 3TO— CBeT/ible ANYHOCTU! UM BeAb HUYEro He
HaJ0 — WM TOJIbKO CNpaBeA/IMBOCTU, — TONbKO npaBAbl! OHW He Komapebl. . .

MoboBb BOJIHOBANaCb, pacxBajMBas BO3J0OJIEHHbIX €0 NIAEN; ee NMUO BCMbIXHY/O
pyMAHUEM, M rja3a CMOTPesM Ha oTua C TaKUM YyBCTBOM, TOYHO OHA MPOCMNIA BEPUTH
en, byayuuM He B COCTOSHUM ybeauTh.

— 3-3X Thl! — CO B3J0XOM CKasan CTapuk, nepebumeas ee. — HaumTanacb! Tbl MHE CKaxu
— KTO OHWU? Heu3BecTHO! EXOB BOT — 4YTO OH Takoe? Hawemy 6ory — 6sa! Tonbko npaBppl
MM Hajlo, — cKaxeTe?! Mub, CKPOMHUKM KakuMe?! A ecnu oHa, npaBaa-To, CamMoe A0poroe
M ecTb?.. EXenu ee, MOXeT OblTb, KaxAbli Monya vweT? Tbl MHE NoBepb 6eCKOPbICTHbLIM
yesloBeK He MOXeT b6biTb... 33 4YyX0e OH He CTaHeT buTbcA... a exenn bbeTca — aypak
€My UMSl, U TONKY OT Hero HUKOMy He byaeT! HyxHO, 4Tob 4yenoeek 3a cebsa BCTaTb
yMen... 3a CBOe KpOBHOe... Torja oH AobbeTcsa! MpasBaa! 4 noyTa COPOK NeT OfHY M
Ty Xe raseTy uyuTal M XOpOoWO BUXY... BOT npej Toboh Mos poxa, a Npefo MHOM — Ha
camoBape BOH — TOXe MOSl, HO Apyras... BOT raseTbl 3TU CaMOBAapHYW POXy BCEMY U
npuaaKwT, a HacTosAwed He BUAAT... A Tbl UM Bepullb... S 3HaKW — B CaMoBape Mos poxa
ncnopyeHa.

— Nanawa! — TOCKAMBO BOCKJMKHYNA JboBb. — HO Beab B KHMrax M raserax 3auumijarnT
06MMG nHTepechl, BCeX Joaen.

— A B KaKOW raseTe HanucaHo npo TO, 4TO Tebe XuUTb CKYYHO W AABHO YX 3aMyx nopa?
BOT Te M He 3awumyawT TBOero MHTepecy! Jla n moero He 3aumuawT... KTO 3HaeT, u4ero
A X04y? KTO, KpomMe MeHA, WHTepecChl MOU MNOHUMAeT?

— HeT, nanawa, 3TO BCE — He TO, He To! 4 He ymewn BO3pPa3nTb BaM, HO A YYBCTBYHW —
3TOo He Tak! — rosopuna JoboBb MOYTU C OTYASHUEM.

— To camoe! — TBepAo CKa3an CTapuk. — CMyTunacb POCCUA, U HET B HeW HUYero
CTOWMKOro: BCE nowaTHynocb! Bce HabekpeHb XMBYT, Ha OAWH BOK XOAAT, HUKAKOM
CTPOMHOCTU B XM3HM HET... OPYT TO/bKO BCe HA pa3Hble rosioca. A KOMy 4ero Hajo —
HUKTO He noHMMaeT! TyMaH Ha BCEM... TyMaHOM BCe JplllaT, OTTOrO M KPOBb MpoTyxna y
niojgen. .. OoTTOro U HapbiBbl. .. JlaHa nioaaMm 6onblwias cBoboga ymcTBOBaTb, a AefnaTh
HMYEro He MO3BOJSIEHO, — OT 3TOr0 YeNIOBEK He XMBET, a FHMEeT U BOHSAeT...

— YTo Xe Hajo jenaTb? — cnpocuna JiwboBb, 0b/i0OKauMBasiCb Ha CTOJ1 U HAKJIOHSSICb K
oTLy.

— BCE! — a3apTHO KPWUKHYN CTapuk. — Bcé penanm!.. Bansn, KTO BO 4YTO ropasa! A ans
TOro — HajAo AaTb BOJMO JoAsM, cBoboay! YX KONM HacTano Takoe Bpemsi, UTO BCSKUMU
wmMb3amMk nonaraeT npo cebs, byATO OH — BCE MOXET W COTBOPEH AJI MOJIHOIO
pacnopsixeHUs XW3Hbl, — AaTb eMmMy, CTepBely, cBoboay! Ha, CYKWH CbiH, XxuBum! Hy-kKa,
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XMBM! A-a! Torpa BocnocneayeT Takas KoMmMeausi: MOYysB, 4YTO y3aa C Hero cHaTa, —
3apBeTCA YeNoBEeK Bblle CBOUX YyWEW WU MepoM NofeTuT — U Tyaa U coaa... YyaoTBOpLEM
cebd BO3OMHMT, W HAYyHeT OH TOraa AyxX CBOW MCOyWaThb...

CTapuk caenan naysy M C exuAHOM YnblbKOM, MOHM3MB FOMOC, NPOAOJIXKaN:

— A Ayxa 3TOro CamMoro CTPOUTE/IbHOrO CO-OBCEM B HeM Manas Tosuka! MoMbKMTCA OH
AEeHb-ApYron, MNoTOMOPWMTCA BO BCE CTOPOHbl M BCKOPOCTU ocnabHeT, 6eAHEHbKUM!

CepAlUeBMHA-TO FHWMAAA B HeM... Ty-yT ero, ronaybuvka, v nouMManT HacToswMe,
AOCTOWHble NlAM, Te HACToAWWe NIAW, KOTOpble MOryT... AEACTBUTE/IbHbIMA WTATCKUMM
X0351eBaMM XM3HM ObiTb... KOTOpble OyAyT XM3Hb NPaBMTb HE MNajKkoW, He nepom, a

nanbluem ga ymom. YTO, CKaxyT, ycCTaam, rocnoga? UYto, CKaxyT, He TepnuT cene3eHka
HacToAWero-To xapy? — M, NOBBICMB FOJIOC, BAACTHbIM TOHOM CTApUK 3aKOHYWMI CBOW
peyb: — Hy, Kak Tenepb Bbl, Takue-cskue, — MoA4YaTb U He nuwaTb! A TO, KAk 4vepBewn
C AepeBa, CTpAXHeM Bac C 3emau! Upl, ronybumku! BOT OHO Kak npousonaeTt, Jiobaska!
Xe-xe-xe!

CTapuKky 6bino Beceno. EFro MOPWMHbI MFpanu, U, YNUMBasCb CBOEN peybl, OH BeChb
B3AparuBan, 3akKpbiBaa rnasa M uymokan rybamm, Kak 6bl cMakys 4TO-TO...

— Hy n Torga-To BOT Te, KOTOpble Bepx B CyMATULE BO3bMyT, — XM3Hb Ha CBOM naj,
NO-YMHOMY W YCTpPOAT... He wana-BanA nouvaeT Jeno, a— Kak No HoTtam! He poxuBewb A0
3TOoro, Xxanb!..

Ha JioboBb CnoBa OTuA MaAanM OAHO 3a APYrUM, KaK NeT/M KpPenkou ceTu, napanu,
onyThiBasA ee, U AeBylWlKa, He ymesa OCBODOAUTHLCH U3 HUX, Mof4Yana, OrnylleHHas peyamu
oTua. MNaas B NMLUO €ro HanpsXeHHbIM B3rAs0M, OHAa MCKana onopbl ans cebs B cnosax
ero v cibiwana B HUX YTO-TO obuee C TemM, O 4YeM OHa YuTana B KHUrax M 4YTO Ka3aslocChb
en HacToswen npaBaov. Ho 310pafHbiM, TOPXECTBYWWWM CMeX OoTua uapanan en cepaue, wu
3TW MOPUWWHbI, YTO NON3aNU NO JINLY €ro, Kak MaJieHbKue, TeMHble 3MeWKW, BHylWanu eu
6053Hb 3a ceba npens HMM. OHa YyBCTBOBasia, YTO OH NOBOpAYMBaeT ee Kyaa-To B
CTOPOHY OT TOro, 4YTO B MeYyTax Ka3anoCb €l TaKuUM MPOCTbIM U CBET/IbIM.

— Nanawa! — BAPYr cnpocwusia OHa CTapuKa, MOBMHYACH BHE3aMHO BCMbIXHYBWEN MbICAU U
KenaHuw. — Nanawa! A KTo, no-sawemy, Tapac?

MaAKWH B3APOrHyJs. BpoOBUM Yy HEro CcepaumTto 3aweBes/iINCb, OH MPUCTA/IbHO YCTaBWUICA
OCTpPbIMM TNas3kKaMn B JIMUO Jo4Yepun U Cyxo cnpocun ee:

— DTO 4YTO 3a pa3roeop?
— Pa3Be He/lb3s rOBOPWUTb MPO HEro? — TUXO U CMYWEHHO cKa3ana JiboBb.

— He X04y s O HEM rOBOPUTL... WU Tebe He coBeTyw! — CTapuk MOrpo3un aoyepu
nanbueM u, CypoBO HaxXMypuWBWWUCb, ONYCTWA FONIOBY.

HOo, CKa3aB, 4YTO He XO4YeT roBOPUTb O ChiHE, OH, AONXHO ObIThb, HEBepPHO MNOHAN cebs,
nbo uyepe3 MUHYTY MONYAHUA 3arOBOPU XMYPO U CEPAUTO:

— Tapacka — TOXe HapbiB... [bWAT XM3Hb Ha BacC, MOJIOKOCOCOB, a Bbl HacTOAWMX ee
3anaxoB pa3obpaTb He MoxeTe, rfoTaeTe BCAKYW APSHb, WU OTTOro y BaC — MyTb B
bawkax... Tapacka... JleT 3a TpuauaTb eMy Tenepb... MNPOMNan OH Ans MeHAa!..
Tynopbiibin NOPOCEHOK. . .

— UYTo OH caenan? — crnpocuna JiwboBb, XaAHO BC/AyWMBAsACb B peyb CTapuKa. ..

— A KTO 3TO 3HaeT? OH cam, MoAau, Tenepb MOHATb CeBS He MOXET... eXelu yMeH
cTan... A AO/IXHO — CTas-TaKW YMHUKOM... He Fynoro oTua CbiH... W notepnen
HemMano... BanywT UX, HArMAUCTOB!.. MHe 6bl MX — A 6bl UM yKasan Aeno... B MyCTbiHK!
B NyCTbIHHble MecTa — warom mapuw!.. Hy-Ka Bbl, YMHWUKW, YCTpOWTe-Ka 34eCb XW3Hb MO

cBoeMy xapakTepy! Hy-ka! A B HaYa/JibHUKW HAA HUMKM MOCTABWUA Obl KPEMKUX MYXUYKOB. ..
HyTe-Ka, 4YeCTHble rocrnoga, BacC MOWIN, KOPMWAW, YYUIU — 4YeMy Bbl HAYYUIUCH?

Nnoxanymte AOMXOK... 4 Obl JJIOMAHOrO rpouwa Ha HUX He UCTPaTWl, a BeCb COK W3 HUX
Bbkas Bbl — oTAan! Yenosekom npeHebperaTb Henb3sA, — B_TWPbMY €ro nocaauTb — mano!
Tbl MepecTynui 3aKoH Aa U 6apuH? HeT, Tbl MHe nopaboTawl... OT 3epHa OAHOIro KoJoC

Lenbin poanTCca, a yTobbLl Yenosek 6e3 Nosb3bl nponagan — Henb3A 3TOro AOHyCKaTb!..
PacyeTnmBbin CTONMAP KaxXAou Llernoyke MeCcTo B Aene HanmaeT — TaK 4YesloBeK J0JIXeH 6bITb
n3pacxoloBaH C nNonb3ou Agna pena, BeCb, A0 NocsiefHeU CBOEeU XUNKU. BcAKaa ApsAHb B
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XU3HM MECTO MMeeT, a YesioBeK — HMUKOrja He JApsiHb... 3X! Naoxo, Korga cuna XuBeT
6e3 yma, Ja Hexopowo, Korga v ym 6e3 cunbl... BOT Tenepb $oMKa... KTO 3TO Tam
neseTt, B3rnsHu-ka!

0bepHyBWXCH, JIO6OBbL yBMAaNa, 4YTO MO JOPOXKE Caja, MOYTUTENIbHO CHSAB KapTy3 U
KNaHAACb en, uaeT EQuM, KanuTaH «Epmaka». JiMuo y Hero 6bino 6e3HajaexHoO BMHOBATOE,
M BeCb OH KAKOM-TO MNpPUWINGIEHHbIN. SAKOB TapacoOBWY Yy3Han ero u, cpasy
06eCnoOKOMBWMCH, KPUKHYN:

UTO CNy4unocb?

— Tak 4yTo — A K Bam! — ckasan EPuM, C HM3KWUM MOK/JOHOM OCTAHOBMBWWCH Yy CTONa.

— Hy, BWXY, KO MHe... B 4yem aeno? rae napoxoa?

— Napoxop — Tam! — EGMM CYHYN PYKOW KyAa-TO B BO3AYX W TAXeNO NepecTynua C HOMu
Ha HOry.

— rpe, 4Yé€pT? TOBOPU — UYTO CAYYUIOCb? — FHEBHO 3aKpuyan CTapuk.

Edum BobBpan B rpylb MHOrO BO3AyXa W MeAJIEHHO MPOrOBOPWII:

— Bapxy M 9-11 pa3bunu. YenoBeky CNuMHY nepewnbnn, — a OAHOrO0 COBCEM HeET, TaK 4TO,
noxanyu, yTon...

— Ta-ak! — 3n0Bewe u3Mepss rnasamm KanuvTaHa, NPOTAHYN MasikMH. — H-Hy, EdQumywka,
caepy xe A C Teba wkypy...

— 3To He ! — 6bLICTpO cKa3zan Edum.

— He Tbl? — KPUKHYN CTapuMK U BeCb 3aTpsAccA. — KTo?

— CaMn XO3fUH. ..

— ¢oomMKka?! A Tbl, — Tbl 4TO?
— 8 — B JllOKe nexan...

— A-a! Tl ne-xan...

— CBfI3aHHbLIN. . .

- YT10-0?7 — B3BU3IrHyn CTapuK TOHKUM TOJIOCOM.

— MNo3BONbTE MO MOPAAKY... TaK UYTO OHWU ObiIM BbINUMWKM WU KpuyaT: «CTynam npodb! s
cam byay KoMaHAoBaTb!» 8 roeopw: «He Mory! Kak A — KanuTaH...» — «CBA3aThb,
roBopaT, ero!» WU, cBA3aBWW, CNYCTWIN MEHS B JIlOK, K MaTpocaM... A Kak camu Obuiu
BbIMUMWK, TO U 3aXOTeNU MNOWYTWUTb... BCTpeyy Ham wen BO3... WeCTb MOPOXHUX Hapx
nos «yepHoropuem». ®oMa UrHaTbuM4 U 3aropoguin MM NyTb... CBUCTA/IN Te... He
pas... HaAO rOBOpPUTb NpaBAy — CBUCTanu!

— Hy-HYy?

— Hy, W He CnNpaBuINCb... ABE NepeAHWe HABAIWIO HA HAC... Kak OHW BAapuau B 6opT
Hawewn, Mbl U BApebe3run... U oHn obe pa3bunncb... A Ham Kyaa ropue npuwioch. . .

MasKuH BCTan CO CTy/na U 3acMmesanca ApebesxawmMm 3/bIM CMexoM. A EduM B3Apixan,
pasBoOAMI PYKaMU U TOBOPWA:

— XapaKTep Y HUX OYEeHb YX KPYMHbIK... TBepe3ble OoHM bBonbuwe BCE mMonyaT U B
3aJyMYMBOCTMU XOAAT, a BOT MOAMOYAT BMHOM CBOW MPYXMHb — U B3OBbLIOTCA... TaK 4yTo —
B Ty Nopy OHM M cebe u Aeny He XO03fMH, a JIOTbLIA Bpar — M3BUHUTE! 4 X0uy YUTH,
SIKOB TapacoBuuy! MHe 6e3 X03AMHA — He CBbIMHO, He MOry A 6e3 X03AMHA XWTb. ..

— MonyaTb! — cypoBo cka3an MasikuH. — Fae ooma?
— Tam, Ha MecTe... OHM TOoT4yacC OMOCAS 3TOro C/ayyas npuwiv B cebs U TyT Xe nocnianu
3a pabouyumu... MNoAHuUMATbL bByayT bapxy... 4Yam, yX WU Hayalu...
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— OAVMH OH Tam? — CNpPOCUN MasKWH, OMNyCKasa rOMoBY.

— He... COBCEM... — TUXO OTBeTUN E(MM, MCKOCA NOCMOTpPEeB Ha JIbOBb. — BapbiHA Mpu
HUX... 4YyepHas Takas... Bpoje KaK He B CBOEM yMe XeHuWHa...— B3Abixad, cCKasan
E¢vM. — BCE noeT... OYeHb XOpoWo noeT... cobnasH 6onbuwon!

— 5 Teba npo Hee He cnpawvBaw! — 3706HO 3aKpuyan MaAKMH. MOPWMHbLI_MLA €ro
60n1e3HEeHHO CMOPWMAUCH, U JIboBM MOKA3aNoChb, YTO OTel 3ansiadyeT cenyac...

— YcnokouTecb, nmanawa! — NacKoBO MOMpPOCHIA OHAa. — MoOXeT OblTb, YObITOK HEBenuK. ..
— HeBeNWK? — 3BOHKO KPWUKHYN SKOB TapacoBudy. — UTO Tbl, Aypa, NOHUMaelwb! Pa3Be

bapxa pasbunacb?! 3x Tbl! Yenosek pa3bunca! BoT oHO 4To! A BeAb OH — HyXeH MHe!
HyXeH OH MHe, 4YepTu Bbl Tynble!

CTapuK THEBHO 3aTpsAC rON0BOM WM OLICTPLIMA WAFAMU MoWeN Mo AOPOXKe caja K AOMYy. ..
...doMa B 3TO Bpema b6bil BepCT 3a 4eTbipecTa B JepeBeHCKoOW u3be, Ha bepery Bonru.
OH TO/NbKO YTO MPOCHYNCA U, fexa cpeau M3bbl, HA BOpOXe CBeXero ceHa, CMOTpesn
YrpOMO B OKHO, Ha Hebo, MNOKpPLITOE CepbiMh, NOXMATbIMM Ty4dyamu.

He ABMras TSAXeNoM C Noxmesnbs rofoBon, doma YyBCTBOBaJZl, YTO B Irpyam y Hero Toxe

Kak byaTo 6e3Mo/siBHble Ty4M XOAAT, — XOAAT, BeWT Ha Cepile CbipbiM XOJI0J0M U TEeCHAT
ero. B ABUXeHUN Tydy Mo Heby bbINO YTO-TO beccunbHoe U 6oA3nMBoOe... U B cebe OH
YyBCTBOBaJ/l Takoe Xe... He aymas, OH BCMNOMWMHAN MNepexuToe 3a nocieiHue Mecsupbl.

EMy Ka3alloCb, YTO OH ynaa B MYTHbIl, FOPSAYMN NOTOK, €ro OXBATWUIN TEMHble BOJIHbI,
NoXoxue Ha 3TU Tyuum B Hebe, — OXBAaTUIM U HeCyT KyAa-To. Bo TbMme U B liyme,
OKpYXaBIIEM ero, OH CMYTHO BWUAEeN, YTO BMeCTe C HUM HecyTCsa elle Kakue-To nioiu,
KaXAbll neHb — HOBble, HO BCE OAMHAKOBO XaJikue, MNPOTUBHble. MbsHbIE, lYMHble, XajHble,
OHU BepTeNUCb BOKPYr HEro, KyTWIM Ha ero AeHbru, pyraau ero, ApaavcCb Mexay
coboit, Kpuyanu, paxe njakanm He pas. OH 6un Mx. MOMHUT, 4YTO KOro-To yaapwun no
ULy, C KOro-TO COpBan COPTYK M bpocun ero B BOAY U KTO-TO LeSOBa/l eMy pyKuU
MOKPBIMU, XOJIOAHbIMA TybaMu, rafKuMM, KaK NATYWKW... LlenosBan M C njayem nNpocun He
ybnBaTb... Kakue-To nuua MeNnbKanuM B ero namsaTW, 3BYKW U CNoBa 3By4Yalu B HeMN...
XeHumMHa B XeNTOW IeNKOBOW KohTe, pacCTerHyTOWM Ha FpyAu, FPOMKUM, pblaaomM
rofiocoM nena:

Tak byneM xe XUTb, MOKa MOXHO. ..

A Tam — XOTb TpaBa-a He pacTtu!

...Bce 3Tu noan, Kak U OH, OXBayeHbl TOW Xe TEeMHOW BOJIHOW W HeCyTCs C Hew, CJIOBHO
Mycop. BceM MM — 60S3HO, AONXHO b6bITb, 3arNsHYTb Bnepeg, 4YTobbl BUAETb, Kyda Xe
HeceT Mx 3Ta beweHo cunbHas BONMHA. W, 3anMBas BWHOM CBOW CTpax, OHW bapaxTawTcs,
OpyT, AenawT 4TOo-TO Hejsenoe, AypayaTcsa, WyMAT, WYMAT, WU HUKOrAA MM He ObiBaeT
Beceso. OH Toxe BCE 3TO pAenan. Tenepb emy Ka3anocCb, 4TO Aenajs OH BCE 3TO Ans
TOro, 4TOobbl CKOpee MWHOBATb TEMHYH MOJIOCY XWU3HWU.

Cpedan CYTONOKM KyTexen, B TOJMNe JoAen, CMATEHHbIX OYyMHbIMM CTpacTaMM, NOAYy6e3yMHbIX
B CTpemieHun 3abbiTb cebsi, — oAHa Cawa Bcerpa bobia CNOKOMHA U pPoOBHA. OHA He
HanuMeBanacb, OHa BCerja ropopuna C JabMM TBepAbIM, BAACTHbIM FONOCOM, U BCe ee
ABUXEHUs ObIMM OAMHAKOBO YBEpEHHbl, TOYHO 3TOT NOTOK He OBNajeBan ew, a OHa cama
ynpaBasna ero O6ypHbIM TedeHMeM. OHa Ka3anacb ¢oMe CaMOM YMHOW U3 BCeX, KTO
OKpyXan ero, CamMOM XaJAHOM Ha WyM M KyTex; OHa BCEMM KOMaHAOBana, MNOCTOSHHO
BblAyMblBaNa YTO-HUOYAb HOBOE M CO BCEMM JIOAbMU FOBOPWUIA OAMHAKOBO: C WU3BO3YUKOM,
Nlakeem M MaTpPOCOM TeM Xe TOHOM UM TakuMMM Xe CJioBaMu, Kak M C noapyramm CBOMMU U C
HUM, doMOM. OHa bbila KpacuBee M MOJIoXe anareu, HO NlIACKU ee ObIM MONYanuBbl,
XO/IOAHbI. . . ®OMe AyManoCb, YTO OHA ryboOKO B CepAale CBOeM MnpsAYeT OT BCEX YTO-TO
CTpawHoe, YTO HUKOrAA HUKOrO OHA He MNojwbuT, He OTKpoeT BCW cebA. I3TO TauHoe,
CKpbITOE B XEHWWHe, MNpUBJEKaNo ero K Hen YyBCTBOM 060A3/MBOro fwbonbiTcTBa,
HanNps)XeHHOro MHTepeca K CMNOKOWHOW W XONOAHOM Aywe ee, TEeMHOW, Kak ee rnasa.

Kak-To pa3 doma cKasan en:
— OJHAKO CKOJIbKO Mbl C TObOW AeHer-To MOoCessu.

OHa B3rnfHyna Ha Hero m cnpocwuna:
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— A Kyaa ux bepeub?

«Kypa, B caMmoMm aene?» — noayman éoMa. YAUBJIEHHbIN TeM, 4YTO OHA TaK MPOCTO
paccyxaaeT.

Tbl KTO Takaa? — CNPOCWI OH ee B ApYyron pas.

Pa3Be 3abbll, Kak MeHs 30BYyT?

Hy, BOT eue!

Tak yero x Tebe Haapo?

A HacyeT NPOUCXOXAEeHUA chnpawvBaw. . .

— A! Hy, apocnaBckas s, — U3 YriauMya, MelwaHka... AppUcCTKa... UYTo xe, — cnaue 1
ans Tebs byay, Koraa Tbl y3Han, KTO 87

— Pa3Be A y3Han? — ycmexasacb, Cnpocun ¢oma.

— Mano Tebe! A bonblle — 5 HAYEro He CKaxXy... Ha 4To? BCe M3 OAHOIrO MecTa poAaoOM —
W JNIOAN U CKOTbl... MyCTAKWM BCe€ 3TU Pa3roBOpbl... Tbl BOT AaBal MNOAYMAaeM, KaK HaM
XUTb CeropHa?

B 3TOT AeHb OHM KaTalMCb Ha Napoxoje C OPKECTPOM MY3blKM, MNWIWU WIAMMNAHCKOE U BCe
CTpaWHO HanWIMcb. Cawa nesfa Kakyw-TO OCOBEHHYW, YAUBUTENbHO FPYCTHYKW MECH, U
®omMa nnakan, Kak pebeHOK, pacTporaHHbli NeHuem. MOTOM OH MNASACan C Hell «pPyCCKy»,
ycTan, bpocunca 3a 6opT v eABa He YTOHYI.

Tenepb, BCMNOMWHAA 3TO, — W MHOrOe ApPYyroe, — OH YyBCTBOBaA CThia 32 cebs u
HeJoBOMbLCTBO Cauen. OH CMOTPEN Ha ee CTPOMHYW (GUrypy, CAaylan POBHOE AblxaHue ee U
YYBCTBOBa/N, YTO He NWOUT 3TY XEHWMHY, HE HykHAa eMy OHa. B ero moxMmenbHOW rosoBe
MeAJIeHHO 3apoXAanMCb KaKkuMe-TO cepble, TAryuyme MbiCAM. Kak byaTo BCE, UTO OH
nepexun 3a 3TO BpeMmsi, CKPYTWIOCb B HEM B KAYOOK TsAXenbih M Cbipoii, M BOT Tenepb
KNyboK 3TOT KaTaeTCs B rpyauM ero, MOTUXOHbKY pa3MaThiBasCb, W ero BAXYT TOHKUe
cepble HUTH.

«4YTO 3TO CO MHOW MPOMCXOAUT? — AYyMaN OH. — KTO A TaKom?»

Ero nopaswn 3TOT BOMPOC, U OH OCTAHOBW/ICA Hajh HWUM, MNbliITaACb AOAYMaTbCA MNOYeMy OH
He MOXET XWTb CMOKOWHO W YBEPEHHO, KaK Apyrue XuByT? EMy CTano euwe 6onee
COBECTHO OT 3TOW MbIC/IM, OH 3aBO3WICA HAa CeHe N C pa3jpaxeHuem TOJIKHYN JIOKTeM
Cawy.

— Tuwe!.. — CKBO3b COH CKa3aja OHa.

— Hy, naaHo, He BenuMka bapbiHA! — npobopmoTan ooma.
- YT10o?

— Hwuyero...

OHa noBepHynachb CMUHON K HeMy KU, CnaakKo 3eBHyna, 3aroBopwuna J1eHUBO:

— Buaena Bo cHe, byaTo onsaTb appuCTKOM cTana. Mo Cono, a NPOTUB MEHS CTOUT
bonbwywas rps3Has cobaka, ockanuna 3ybbl U XAeT, KOraa f KOHYY... A MHe CTpauwHo
€e... W 3Haw A, YTO OHA COXPeT MeHA, KAaK TOJIbKO A mnepecTaHy neTb... WU BOT A BCE
now, now... W BAPYr OyATO He XBaTaeT y MeHA ronocy... CTpawHo! A oHa — wenkaet
3ybamn... K uemy 3T0?..

— Noroan 6ontaTh! — yrpwMo OCTaHOBWUA ee domMa. — Tbl BOT UYTO CKaXu: 4YTO Thl MPO
MEHS 3Haelb?

— A BOT 3Haw, 4YTO NPOCHYJICA Thl, — He MNOBOpayYMBaACb K HeMy, OTBeTwlia OHa.

— 3TO BEepHO — MNpPOCHyNCA 4, — 3aAyMUYuUBO MonBuUn éoMa M, 3aKWMHYB PYKM 3a rOJIOBY,
npoaonxan. — OTTOro Teba u cnpawmBak — KaKou A, no-TBoemy, yenoBek?
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— ToxXMesnbHbIi, — 3eBHYB, OoTBeTWna Caua.

— AnekcaHapa! — npocuTeNnbHO BOCKJIMKHY/ ®omMa. — He 6anyn! Tbl CKaxu no COBeCTW,
yTo Tbl 060 MHe Aymaewb?

— Hu4yero He Aymam! — CyXO0 oTBeTw/la oHa. OH TaXeso B3AO0XHY/N U 3amonydan. lonexaB C
MUHYTY ToXe monda, Cawa 3arosopuna 06bIYHbIM CBOMM, paBHOAYUHbIM OJIOCOM:

— CKaxum emy! C Kakou 3TO CTaTu CTaHy S AymMaTb O BCAKOM? MHe o cebe moaymaTb U TO
— Hekorjpa... A MOXeT, He Xo4yeTcs...

doMa CyxXO0 3acMesancsa M ckKasan:

— MHe 6bl He XOTeTb HuYero! XeHwuHa nogHsana ronoBy C noayuwkKku, 3arndHyna B nuvuo
®OMbl U CHOBaA nerna, roBops:

— Myapuub Tbl.. CMOTpM — Aobpa oT 3Toro Tebe He byaeT... HMYeEro s He MOry ckasaTb
npo TebA... Hy, BOT ckaxy s Tebe — Apyrux Tbl nyywe... UYTO xe U3 3TOro byaer?

— A noyemy nydwe? — 3aAyMYMBO CNpoOCK/I doMa.

— Jla — Tak! MecHw xopouwyi MOWT — njavyelWb Tbl... MNOAJIOCTb YesioOBeK JAenaeT bbelb
ero... C XeHUWWHaMU — MPOCT, He oXasibHWYaellb Haj HUMMU... Hy, U yAansiM MOXellb
bbITh. . .

BCE 3TO He yAOBNETBOPANO doMmy.

— He TO Tbl roBopub! — TUXO CKa3aa OH.

— Hy, M He 3Haw, 4yero Tebe Hago... Bapkxy MOAHUMYT — 4yTo byaem genaTb?
— UTo Ham pgenaTtb? — cnpocun ooma.

— B HuXHMA noejem mnnm B Ka3aHb?

— 3auem?

— KyTHewMm.

— He xouy s bonblle KyTWUTb...

0ba OHM AONro MOonYanu, He rAAAA ApYyr Ha Apyra.

— Taxenoih y Tebs xapakTep, — 3aroBopuna Cawa. — CKYYHbIN.
— MNbAHCTBOBATbL A bonbwe He byay! — TBepAo ckasan ¢oma.
— Bpewb! — Bo3pa3una Cawa CMNOKOWHO.

— BOT yBMAMWb. Tbl YTO AyMaellb — XOPOWO TaK XWUTb?
— YBUXY.

— HeT, Tbl CKaxXu — XOpowo?

A — 4yTO nyvwe?
®oMa nocMoTpen Ha Hee COOKY WM C pa3sjapaxeHuem ckasan:

— DKue y Tebs cnoBa — NpoTuBHble! . .

— W TyT He yroauna! — ycCMexHyBWMCb, MonBuna cCawa.

— Hap-poa! — roeopun ooma, 60ne3HEeHHO CMOPWMB NMLO. — XMBYT TOXe... a Kak? Jie3yT
KyAa-To... TapakaH Mon3eT — M TO 3HaeT, KyAa M 3a4yem eMy Hajno, a Tbl 4To? Tbl —
Kyaa?..

— MoroamM! — CNOKOMHO oCTaHoBMNa ero Cawa. — Tebe p0O MeHs Kakoe Aeno? Tbl. OT MeHSs
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bepewb, 4Yero xouyewb, a B Aylly MHe He ne3b!

— B ay-ywy! — npe3puTenbHO MPOTAHY/ doMa. — B Kakyw ayuwy?

OHa CcTana XoAMTb MO KOMHaTe, cobupas pa3bpocaHHyw oaexay. doma Habnwaan 3a Hen u
Bbin HeAOBONEH TeM, 4YTO OHAa He paccepawiacb Ha Hero 3a Cj0Ba O Aywe. JiMUO Yy Hee
6bi10 PaBHOAYIWHO, KaK BCerjga, a eMy XOTesoCb BUAETb €e 3/10M WAM OBMXKEeHHON,
XOTeNIoCb Yero-To Ye/l0OBEeYEeCKOro.

- ﬂyma! — BOCKJ/IMKHYNT OH, nobuBasicb csoero. — Pa3Be yeJsioBeKky C AyMOﬁ MOXHO XWTb
Tak, Kak Tbl XuBewb? B Ayuwe — OroHb ropuT... CTbl4 B Heu...

OHa B 3TO BpemMA, CUAA Ha JlaBKe, HajeBasjla YyJslKM, HO NPU ero cjsoBax MNOAHANA [OJIOBY
n ycrtraBunacb B JIMUO €My CTPOrmMMmn rjasamu.

— YTo CMOTpUWbL? — Cnpocun ooma.
— Tbl 3TO 3a4YeM roBOpMUWbL? — OTBETUIA OHA €emy, He CnyCcKas C Hero rnas.

B ee Bonpoce 6bi/I0 4TO-TO yrpoxawiuee. doMa MOYYBCTBOBaAN PobOCTb npes Hel u yxe
6e3 3agopa B ronoce ckasan:

— Kak Xe He roBopuTtb?

— 3-3X Tbi! — B3poxHysna Cawa M CHOBA MPUHANACH OAEBATbLCH.

— A yTO A7?

— Jla TaK... POBHO Tbl OT ABYX OTLOB POAWNCS... 3Haewb Tbl, YTO A 3ameTuna 3a
noabMnN?

— Hy?

— KOTopbli YenoBek cam 3a cebs oTBeyaTb He MOXeT, 3HauuT-bouTCs OH cebs, 3HAUUT —
rpow emy ueHa!

— O3TO Tbl MPO MEHA? — CAPOCWU/ doMa, MOMOSiYaB. OHA HaKWMHY/la Ha MJIeYn WKUPOKUMA
PO3OBLIA KaNoOT WU, CTOS CPeAW KOMHATbl, CKa3lala HU3KWUM, TJIyXUM OJIOCOM YesiOBeKY,
JiexaBlleMy y HOr ee:

— O Aywe Moel Tbl He CMeellb FOBOPUTb... HeT Tebe ao Hee gena! 8 — mory roBopuThb!
A 6bl, 3axoTeBwM, Cka3ana BCeM BaM — 3X Kak! ECTb y MeHs CJioBa Mpo Bac... Kak
MOMOTKM! Tak 6bl No 6awkam 3acTykana fi... C ymMa 6bl Bbl NOCXOAMAM... HO — C/OBaMu
BaC He BbUJleYUWb... BAaC Ha OrHe Xe4yb HAAO, BOT KAaK CKOBOPOAbl B YUCTbIN MOHEAENbHUK
BbIXUT AT . . .

BCKUHYB PYKW K roOJioBe, OHa MOPbLIBUCTO PacnyCcTuna BOJMIOCbl, U KOrAa OHWU TAXEesbIMU
YepHbIMU NPAAAMU pacChiNaiMCb MO MJieyaMm ee, — XeHuuHa ropAo TPAXHyNa ronoBOW U C
npe3peHvem ckasasna:

— He cMOTpu, 4YTO A rynsawasa! M B rpasm 4venosek bbiBaeT Yyulille TOro, KTO B WesiKax

rynseTt... 3Han 6bl Tbl, YTO A Npo Bac, Kobenewn, Aymaw, KaKyw 37100y S MMew NpoOTMB
Bac! OT 31066l U MONYY... MOTOMYy — 6oOWCb, 4YTO, €CAN CKaxy ee, — MyCTO B Aylie
bypeT... XUTb Heyem byaeT!..

Tenepb OHa CHOBaA HpaBWiacb emy. B c/oBax ee 6b10 4TO-TO poACTBEHHOE €ro
HaCTpoeHuw. OH, YCMexXxHyBWUCb, C YAOBOJIbCTBMEM B [0Jl0OCe U Ha Jinue cKa3sasa eu:

— W 5 ToXe 4YyBCTBYW — pacTeT y MeHs B JAylle 4YTo-TO... DX, 3aroBOpw U S CBOUMU
cfoBaMun, NpuAeT Bpems.

— MpPOTUB KOro 3To? — HebpexHo cnpocuna Cawa.

— MNpoTuB BCeX! — BOCKIMKHYN ®OMa, BCKAKMBAsA HAa HOoru. — MpoTue danbum!..
cnpouy. ..

— Cnpocu-Ka: camoBap roToB? — paBHOAYWHO MpuKasana emy Caua.
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®oMa B3rJISHYJl HA Hee U C CepALeM KPUKHY:

— MNowna K 4épTy! CnpawvBanm cama...
— Yero Tbl flaewb? U oHa ywna M3 u36bl. ..

...BeTep pe3KMMM MOpbIBAMWU JieTasl Haj PEeKoW, W MOKpbITas OypbiMu BOJIHAMU peka
CYLOPOXHO pBanacb HAaBCTpeyy BeETPY C WYMHbIM MJECKOM, BCS B NeHe rHeea. KycCTbl
NPUBPEXHOro MBHSAKA HU3KO CKJIOHANIUCb K 3emse, Apoxalme, rOHWMble yaapamy BeTpa. B
BO3JyXe HOCWICA CBWUCT, BOW U FyCTOW, OXaWWWiA 3BYK, BbIPbIBABWWUACA U3 AECATKOB
NIOACKUX FpyAen:

— npet — unaet — umaet!

— Y ropHoro bepera CTOS/IM Ha SAKOPAX ABE MOPOXHWE OapXxu, BbLICOKME MayTbl WX,
NOAHABWMCL B Hebo, TPEBOXHO MOKAYMBA/IUCb M3 CTOPOHbl B CTOPOHY, BbINMUCHIBAS B
BO3/yXe HeBUAWUMBIA y30p. Manybbl H6apx 3arpoMOXAeHbl JileCaMn U3 TOJICTbIX OpeBeH;
MOBCIOAY BUCENM ONIOKM; LEenu M KaHaTbl Kayajucb B BO3AyXe; 3BeHbA uenen cnabo
6psakanu... Tonna MyXMKOB B CMHMX M KpacCHbIX pybaxax BoO/OKAa no nanybe 6onbuoe
6peBHO M, TAXeN0o Tonas HOramu, oxana BO BCH Ipydb:

— WpeT — mnaet — wnaet!

K necaMm Toxe npuaenunucb CUHME U KpacHble KOMbS; BeTep, pasAyBas pybaxu M nopThl,
npuaasan nwoasaM CTpaHHble GopMbl, Aenas Mx To ropbaTeiMu, TO KPYr/bMU U HaAyTbiMK,
Kak ny3bipu. Joan Ha necax M nanybax 4to-To BsA3anu, pybunu, nununu, B6GUBaNU
reo3aun, Be3de MenbKanu 6onbliMe pyKM C 3acCy4YeHHbiMU MO JIOKTW pykaBamu pybax. BeTep
pa3HOCUN Haj peKkol 6oapbil wWym: Nuna rpei3na AepeBo, 3axebbiBascb OT 3JI0M PAAOCTU;
CYX0 KpaxTenu 6peBHa, paHeHHble Tonopamu; bone3HEHHO Tpewanu AOCKWU, pacKanbiBaschb
noj yaapamuv, exuaHo B3BU3TrMBan pybaHOK. XenesHbld NA3r uenem u CTOHYWWUA CKpun
6/10KOB CAMBANINChL C LIYMOM BOJIH, BeTep rYJ/IKO Bbll U FHan no Heby Tyuu.

— Pe-ebs-a-TyTKu, be-epem, paBan!
— Pa3ypa-anbii ewo -o pa3ok!.. -NpocuUTeNbHO BbLIBOAW/I KTO-TO BbLICOKWM [OJIOCOM. ..

®OoMa, KpaCWUBbIA U CTPOWHLIN, B KOPOTKOM ApParnoBOM MWUAXAKE M B BbICOKMX canorax,
CTOSN, MPUCIOHACH CMMHOWM K MauyTe, U, ApPoxalled pyKkon nowmnbieas bopoaky, nwbosancs
paboToi. llyM BOKPYr HEro Bbi3biBaJl U B HEM XeNaHue KpuyaTb, BO3UTbCA BMecCTe C
MYyXUKaMu, pybuTb aepeBO, TacKaTb TAXeCTU, KOMAaHAOBATb — 3aCTaBUTb BCeX obpaTuTb
Ha cebs BHUMaHME U NoOKa3aTb BCEM CBOW CWUNY, JIOBKOCTb, XWBYW Ayuy B cebe. Ho OH
CAEPXUBANCA U CTOAN MONYaA, HEMOABUXKHO: eMy O6blio CTbiAHO. OH XO3fIMH TYT Haj BCeMM,
M ecnn npuMmeTcsa paboTaTb CaM — HUKTO He MOBEPUT, UYTO OH paboTaeT NpPoCTO U3
OXOTbl, a He Afnda Toro, 4ytob nmoAorHaTb WMX, MOKa3aTb UM MpuUMeEp.

Pycbil U KyApsBbIA MapeHb C pacCTerHyTbiM BOpOTOM pybaxu To u aeno npoberan Mumo
HEero To C AOCKOW Ha nneye, TO C TOMOPOM B PyKe; OH MOANPbLIrMBan, Kak
pasbirpaBWUACA KO3es, pacchinan BOKPYr cebs Becenbid, 3BOHKUN CMeX, WYTKWU, KPenkyi
pyraib u pabotan 6e3 yctanu, nomoras TO OAHOMY, TO APYroMmy, 6bLICTpO U NloBKO beras
no nanybe, 3aBajsieHHOW lenamM M AepeBoM. ®oMa YNOPHO Cleaus 3a HUM U YyBCTBOBA
3aBUCTb K 3TOMY MNapHi0.

«CYACTAUBLIN, AOMKHO BbITb...» — AyMan ooma. 3Ta MbIC/b Bbi3blBasia B HEM OCTpoe
XenaHne obopBaTb MapHA, CKOHPY3UTb ero. Bce BOKPYr OXBauyeHbl MbiJIOM CMEWHON
paboTbl, APYXHO U CMOPO YKpennsnu neca, ycTtpamBanu 6710KU, TFOTOBSACb MOAHATb CO AHA
peKku 3aTOHYBWYK Gapxy; Bce bbM boapa Becenbl U — XUauM. OH Xe CTOoAN B CTOpPOHe OT
HUX, He 3HasA, 4YTO AeNaTb, HUYEro He ymes, YyBCTBYS Cebs HEHYXHbIM B 3TOM 00JiblIOM
Tpyae. 06uaHO 6bINO eMy 4YyBCTBOBaTb CebA NUWHUM cpeaun nwaen, u yem bonblie oOH
npucMaTpuBasics K HuM, Tem bonee Kpenna 3Ta obuaa. Ero Kososia MbiCib, YTO Beib BOT
— AJA Hero BCE 3TO AefnaeTcs, a OAHAKO OH TYT HW MpU 4YeMm...

«Fpe xe Moe MeCcTo? — yrpiMo AyManocb emy. — ae Moe Aeno?..»

MOAPAAYMK, MANEHbKWUIA MYyXMYOK C OCTPOM CefeHbKOW GOPOAKON M y3eHbKMMM rnaskamy Ha
CepoM CMOpLUEHHOM fuLle, MOAOWEN K HeMy M CKa3asl HerpoMKO, C KaKoW-TO ocobeHHom
ACHOCTbI0 B C/IOBaXx:

— BCEé M3rotoBunM, oomMa UrHaTbuy, BCE Tenepb Kak CAeAOBaUT... BnarocnoBacCb —
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HayaTb 6bi! ..

— HauyMHaMh...— KPOTKO CKa3a/l domMa, OTBEPTbIBAACb B CTOPOHY OT MPOHULATENIbHOIO
B3rNnsfa Y3KUX rfia3 Myxuka.

— BoT M cnaBa TE6e, rocnoamn! — ckasan noapAaavYnK, HeToponIMBO 3acTermBasa noagaeBKy
M npuocaHumBasacCb. [OTOM OH, MeAJZIeHHO NoBOpayumBas rOJIOBY, OrnApen neca Ha 6apmax n
3BOHKO KPWUKHYN:

— MNo-o mecTam, pebaTywku!

MYXWUKWN XMBO CTOJIMWINCBL B OTAEJIbHble MJIOTHbIe rpynnbl Yy BOPOTOB, MO 60pTaM, n roeop
X YMOJIK. HeKOoTOopble JIOBKO B306paﬂMCb Ha neca un cMoTpenn oTTyha, AepXaCb 3a
BepeBKU.

— CmoTpu, pebaTa! — paspaBancs 3BOHKMA U CMOKOWHBIA ronoC noapsgynka. — BCEé nu
Kak bbiTb Haao? MpuaeT nopa 6abe poauTb — pybax HEKONUM WKTb... Hy — Monucb 6ory!

BpOCUB KapTy3 Ha nanyby, noApsAYMK MOAHAN NNLO K Heby M CTas UCTOBO KPEeCTUTbCH.
N BCE€ MYXWKW, MOAHAB rOJIOBbl K Ty4yaMm, TOXEe HA4ya/M WMPOKO pPa3MaxmBaTb pPyKamu,
OCeHAs rpyAM 3HAMEHMEM KpecTa. MHble MOAWAMCH BCAYX; FJIyXOW, MNOAABJIEHHbIA ponoT
npumewancs K Wymy BOJIH:

— lrocnoau, 6narocnosu!.. NpecBaTasn 6oroponmua... Hukona YropgHuk. ..

doma caywan 3TWU BO3rnacbl, U OHU JIOXWINCb Ha AYyWlYy eMy KaK TAXeCTb. Y BCeX [0JI0Bbl
6binK obHaxeHbl, a OH 3abbl1 CHATbL KapTy3, U noapAaaymkK, KOHYMB MOJZINTbCA,
BHYWNTENbHO NOCOBeTOBaJZl e€My:

— MonpocuTb 66l M1 BaM rocrnoga-To. ..

— Tbl 3HaW CBOe Jesio, — MeHsi He yuyu! — cepauTO B3rJISHYB Ha Hero, OTBeTWN ooma.
UeM aasblie uio Aefo — TeM TAxenen u obuaHenm 6b10 emMy BUAETb CebA JIMWHUM Cpeau
CNOKONHO YBEpPEeHHbIX B CBOEW cwuie JfAen, roTOBbIX MOAHATb ANA HEro HeCKOJbKO
JEeCATKOB TbiCAY MyAOB CO AHA peKu. EMy XOTesioCb, 4TODO MX MOCTUr/a Heyaada, 4YTOObI
BCE OHWU CKOH(BY3WNUCb Npej HWUM, B rOJIOBE ero MesbKana 3/1af MbiC/b:

«MoxeT, elWe uUenu NOpBYTCHA...»

— Cnywaw! — Kpuyan noAapsaayuMK. U BAPYr, BCMJIECHYB pyKamu B BO3AyXe, OH
NPOH3UTENbHO 3aKpudyan: — Mo-o-ole -0-o0n!

Pabouve noaxBaTWIN e€ro KpUK, ”n BCe B roJnoc, BOB6yXﬂ€HHO M C HanpaxeHuem
3aKpunyanu:

— Mo-owe-on! Mpe -oT...

BE/IOKM BU3XaNM U CKPUMENU, rpeMesnn Uenu, Hanpsarasacb noj TAXKeCTbl, BAPYr MOBUCLWEN
Ha HUX, paboume, ynepuncb rpyassMM B PYYKU BOpPOTA, pbldain, TAXENO Tomaau mno
nanybe. Mexay 6apx C WyMOM MJ€CKAZIMCb BOJIHbI, Kak Obl He xenas ycTynaTb JioAsM CBOW
J06bluy. BCloay BOKpPYr ®OMbl HAaTAMMBAIUCb U APOXA/IM HAMPSXEHHO LENW U KaHaTbl, OHU
KyAa-To MOA3/AM no nanybe MMMO €ro HOr, KaK OFpPOMHble Cepble YepBu, MNOAHMMANUCH
BBEpPX, 3BEHO 3a 3BEHOM, C JIA3rOM najaav OTTyAad, a OrJyWNUTEsNbHbIA peB paboumx
nokpbiBan cobol BCe 3BYKWU.

— Be-ecb, no-owesn, BeCb nouwesi-nowe-oj... — MNeAn OHU CTpOﬁHO U TopxecTBytue. A B
F'YCTYl0 BOJIHY UX T0JIOCOB, KaK HOX B xneb, BoOH3aNCA U pe3an ee 3BOHKWU ronoc
noapaavyunka;

— PebsaTy-ywkM — uM! Pa3o-oMm... pa3-oMm... dOMOM OBNajeN0 CTpaHHOE BOJIHEHME: eMmy
CTPACTHO 3axXO0TeNoCb BAUTbLCA B 3TOT BO3OYXAEHHbI peB pabouymx, WWMPOKUM U MOTy4umn,
Kak peka, B pasjpaxawwuMi CKpun, BU3IM, NS3r xenesa M OyWHbIM Nneck BOMH. Y Hero oT
CW/bl XeflaHuA BbICTYNWA MOT HA Auvue, U BAPYr, OTOPBABWMCHL OT MA4yTbl, OH 6O/bWUMK
npbikkamm 6pocuncsa K BOpOTY, 6neaHbit OT BO3OyxaeHUs.

— Pa3o-om! Pa3o -om!.. — Kpuyan OH AMKUM ronocom. JlobexaB A0 pyyYku BOpoTa, OH C
pa3maxa TKHynca o6 Hee rpyabio U, He 4YyBCTBYsA 60AM, C peBOM Ha4yan XOAUTb BOKPYr
BOpPOTA, MOWHO YNUpascb HoramuM B nanyby. UTo-To ropsiyee NuAoCb B Fpyfb eMmy,
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3acTynasi Mecto TexX YCWIUA, KOTopble OH TpaTwa, Bopo4yas pbibar. Hesbipa3umas pasocTb
byweBana B HeM M pBanacb Hapyky BO3OYXAEHHbIM KPUKOM. EMY Ka3anoCb, YTO OH OAMH,
TO/IbKO CBOEW CW/IOW BOpOYaeT pbidar, MOAHMMAs TAXECTb, M YTO CWla ero BCE pacTeT.
COrHYBWMCbL M ONYCTMB FONOBY, OH, KakK Oblk, Wen HaBCTpeyy cune TAXKeCTH,
OTKMAbIBABIIEN €ro Ha3ad, HO YyCTynaBlled eMy BCe-TaKu. Kaxdpli war Bneped BCE b6onblue
BO3bOyxAan ero, noTpavyeHHoe yCuame TOoT4yaC Xe 3aMEeHSANI0OCb B HEM HamJbiBOM Xry4vewn
ropaoCcTu. loJioBa y HEro Kpyxwunacb, rjiada HalWIUCb KPOBbW, OH HWYEro He BUAEN U
NMWlb YYBCTBOBaJl, YTO eMy YCTynawT, 4TO OH OjoO/eeT, YTO BOT cCehyaC OH ONPOKMHET
CUION CBOEeN 4YTO-TO OrpoOMHOe, 3acTynawiuee eMy NyTb, OMNPOKUHET, nobeauT u Toraa
B3/lOXHET Nlerko u CBOOOAHO, MOJMHbLIA FOPAON PAAOCTU. MepBbIn pPa3 B XU3HU OH
MCNbITbIBAN Takoe OAyXOTBopsillee YyBCTBO U BCEW CWUIOW FOJIOAHOM AYWW CBOEW raoTan
erg, NbsHeN OT Hero U M3NMBaa CBOW PAAOCTb B MPOMKUX, JINKYWWUX KPUKaxX B Nlaj C
pabounmm :

— Be-ecb no-owes, BeCb nowes, nowe-of. ..
— CTo-ou! Kpenu! Cton, pebsTal..
®OMy TOJIKHYJIO B TpylAb W OTKWHYJIO Ha3ag...

- C 6narononquuM OKOHYaHMeM, ooMa UrHaTbmu! — no3gpaBnAn ero noApsaAfguYuK, U
MOPLWMHbI APOXaJIN HA NvLe ero paaoCTHbIMU ny4vyamm. — CraBa Te6e, rocnoam! ycrtanu?

X0N0oAHbIN BeTep AyNn B NNUO DOMbI. ﬂOBOﬂbHHﬁ, XBaCT/INBbIN WyM HOCWUNCA BOKpPYI Hero;

NNaCKOBO nepepyrmBadacb, Becesnble, C yﬂH6KaMM Ha MNOTHbLIX ULaX, MYXUKU NOAXOAUTN K

HEMY U TEeCHO OKpyXaan ero. OH pacTepsHHO ynu6ancn: BO36yXﬂeHMe elje He OCThbino B

HeM M He NOo3BONANO eMy MNOHATb, YTO CAYYUNIOCb WM OTYEro BCe BOKPYIN TaK pPaaoCTHbl U
AOBOJIbHbI.

— CTO CeMbAecAT ThiCAY NyJ POBHO pPeAbKy W3 rpsaAKu BblaepHynu!

domMa, CTOS Ha rpyle KaHaTa, CMOTpes 4yepe3 rosoBbl paboumx u Buaen: cpeau bapx,
60pT 0 6OPT C HMMM, ABUNACb TPeThbA, 4yepHas, CKONb3KasA, OMyTaHHas uensAMu. BcCio ee
nokopobuno, oHa TOYHO BCMyXNa OT KAaKOM-TO CTpawHoOW 6onesHn u, HemowHas,
HeyKJ/oXas, MOBUC/AA HaJ BOAOW MeXAy CBOMX MOAPYr, ONUPasicb Ha HWUX. CloMaHHas
MayTa neyanbHoO Topyana nocpean Hee; no nanybe Teknu KpacHoBaTble CTpyu BOAbI,
noxoxen Ha KpoBb. Bciogy Ha nanybe nexanu rpyasl xenesa, MOKpble 0b1OMKU AepeBa.
— MoAHANU? — CNpocun domMa, He 3Has, 4YTO eMy CKa3laTb Mpu Buae 3Tou be3obpasHou
TAXE0M MacChl, M CHOBA YyBCTBYA 00MAYy NPy MLICM, YTO /Wb PAAM TOrO, YTO6WI
NOAHATL U3 BOAbl 3TY FPA3HY, pPasbuTy YpPoAMHY, OH TaK BCKUNeNn Ayuwon, Tak
obpapgoBancs. ..

— UTO OHa...— HeonpeaeseHHO CKa3an doMa NOAPAAUUKY .

— Huyero! Pa3rpy3uMTb CKOpee ja YesIOBEYKOB ABajuaTW apTesibKy MJOTHUKOB Ha Hee
CNyCTUTb — OHM ee XMBO B 0bpa3 npuBeayT! — yTewawuwuMm rojoCoM FOBOPWA MOAPAAYMK .

A pYCbiA MapeHb, WWPOKO U Becesio yniblbasiCb B /INLO POMbl, CrpaWMNBa :
— BoAa4yoHKa-ToO byaeT?
— Ycneewb! — cypoBO ckKa3an emy MOAPSAYMK. — Buaullb — yCTasl YesioBeK. ..

Torpa MYXWKWU 3aroBOPUIIN:

Kak He ycTaThb!

Nlerkoe nun peno!

C HenpuBbIYKM, U3BECTHO, YyCTaHelb...

C HenpuBbIYKM M Kaly eCTb TPYAHO...

— He ycTtan 4... — XMypO CKa3as ®oma, U CHOBaA pa3paMCb NOYTUTE/IbHble BO3IJ1AChl
MYXUKOB, BCE rMjoTHee O6CTyHaBmMX ero:

— PaboTa, exenu B OXOTY KOMy, — AeJsi0 NMpUSATHOe.
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— Ta xe urpa...
— Bpoae kak c 6abowm nobanoBaTbcH. ..
TONbKO PYCbii NapeHb TBEPAO CTOAN HA CBOEM:
— Bawe cTeneHCTBO! Ha Beaepoyko 6bl, a? — roBOpwa OH, y/blbasicb M B3AbIxas.
domMa cMoTpen Ha 6opogaTble nvua npej cobon M YyBCTBOBaN B cebe xenaHWe cCkasaTb UM
YTO-HMBYAb 06bMAHOEe. HO B ro/lI0BE €ro BCE KaK-TO CNyTa/loCb, OH He HaxoAun B HeMn
HUKAKUX MbICIEN WU HaKoHel,, He oTAaBas cebe oTyeTa B CJioBax, CKa3an C CepALEM:

— Bam bObl BCE nNbsSIHCTBOBaTb TONbKO! Bam BCE paBHO, 4YTO HM AenaTb! A Bbl Obl moaymanu
— 3a4yeM? K yemy?.. IX Bbl! MOHMMATb HaAo...

Ha nuuax nwaen, OKPYXaBIMX e€ro, Bbipa3unoCb HelOoyMeHMe; CUMHUE U KpacHble bopoaaTbie
GUrypbl Hayanu B3AbIXaTb, MOYECbIBATbCA, MEPEMMHATHLCA C HOMM HA HOTYy. WHble,
b6e3HafexHoO MOCMOTpeB Ha dOMy, OTBOPOTWINCH B CTOPOHY.

— H-pa! — B3AOXHYB, CKasaJ NoOApPAAYMUK. — IDTO... He MewaeT! To eCTb — 4YTOObI
noaymatb! 3TO cnoBa... OT ymal!

— Pa3Be Hawe JeNo NOHWMaTb? — CKa3al PycChblil NapeHb, TPAXHYB FON0BOW. EMy yxe
CKYYHO CTafio roBOpUTb C HOMOW; OH 3an0A03pU/ €ro B HexeNaHWU AAaTb Ha BOAKY M
Cepanncs HEMHOXKO.

— BOT TO-To! — MOy4YuMTeNnbHO CKas3an domMa, [AOBOJIbHLIA TEM, YTO MapeHb YCTYNua emy, U
He 3aMeyas KOCbIX, HACMeusIMBbIX B3rNSA0B. — A KTO MNOHUMAaeT... TOT YyBCTBYyeT, 4TO
HYXHO — BeYHyl paboTy aenatb!

— Ana 6ora, 3HAYUT! — MNOSACHMA NOAPAAYUK, OrNAApiBas MyXUMKOB, M, bnaroyecTtuBo
B3/l0XHYB, A0baBun: — 3TO BepHO, — OX, BepHO 3To!

A ®OMa BOOAYWEBNANCA XeNlaHWeM TOBOPUTb YTO-TO MPaBWIbHOE U BeCKoe, Mocse 4Yero Obl
BCE 3TWU NIOAN OTHEC/UCb K HeMy Kak-HubyAb MHaye, — eMy He HpPaBWIOCb, YTO BCE OHWU,
KpoMe pycoro, MoniyYaT U CMOTPSAT Ha Hero HeapyxenwbHo, ucrnoanobbs, Takumu
CKYYHbIMW, YTrpPOMbIMK FAa3amMu.

— HyXHO TaKkyw paboTy aenaTb, — FOBOpWI OH, ABUras 6poBsMM, — 4TOBbl U THICAYY NeT
CnycTa NAW CKasanu: BOT 3TO BOropoAckue Myxuku caenanu... aal..

PyCbii MapeHb C YAWBJIEHWEM B3rJIAHYJI HAa ®OMYy U CMNPOCU:

— BONry, 4YTO /M, Ham BbLINMUTb? — A MOTOM (bLIPKHYJ1, MOKayasa roJioBo M 3asBWUI: — He
CMOXeM Mbl 3TOoro, — nosionaemcs Bce!..

®oMa CKOH(Y3WICA OT ero C/JIOB U NOCMOTPeN BOKPYr cebsi: MyXWMKM ynbibanucb XMypo,
npeHebpexmnTenbHo. DTU Y/bIOKU KOMOAU €ro, KakK Wrbl.

KaKom-TO Cepbe3Hbil MyXUK C 6ONblLIOA CUBOW 6OpOAON, A0 3TOW MOPbl HE OTKPbLIBABLINM
pTa, BAPYr OTKPbLUT €ro, MOABUHYNICA K ®OMe U MeASIEHHO BbIFrOBOPWII:

— A exenun HaMm M BOATy Jocyxa BbiMATb Ad elle BOT 3TOW ropon 3aKyCcuTb — U 3TO
3abyaeTcsa, Balle CTeneHCTBO. Bcé 3abyaeTcs, — XM3Hb-TO AJIMHHA... Takux AesoB,
YTOObl BbLICOKO TOp4Yanun, — He Ham AenaThb...

Ckasan u, CNHYB noj Horu cebe, paBHOAYWHO OToWen OT $OMbl, BOMAA B TOANy, Kak
KIMH B AepeBOo. Ero peyb OKOHYaATENbHO Mpuumbriia ¢oMy: OH YyBCTBOBaJl, YTO MYXWUKU
CYMTAKNT €ro raynbiM U CMewHbiM. W, 4YTobbl CNACTU CBOE XO3AMCKOE 3HAYeHue B UX
rnasax, 4Tobbl CHOBa MpuBJieYb K cebe yxe yTOM/IEHHOE BHMMAaHWE MYXWKOB, OH
HanbXUNCS, CMEWHO HAAYN WeKU U BHYWWUTENbHbIM FOJIOCOM OYyXHYn:

— XepTByl, — Ha Tpu Beapa!

KpaTkne peun Bceraa 6onee copepxaTenbHbl M CNOCOGHbI Bbi3BATh CWIbHOE BrnedaT/ieHue.
MYyXMUKU MNOYTUTENbHO PACCTYNUAUCH nepes ®OMOM, HU3KO KNAHAACh eMy U C BecesbiMu,
6naroaapHsiMi ynbibkamyu 6naroaaps ero 3a WeApPOCTb APYXHbIM, OAOBPUTENbHbLIM TY/IOM.
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— NepemaxHWTe-Ka MeHA Ha beper, — cka3an éoma, YyBCTBYA, YTO BHOBb BO3HMKawllee
BO36yXAeHne HefoNiro MPOLEPXUTCA B HeM. Kakom-TO 4epBb COCaN ero cepaue.

— TowHo MHe! — cka3an oH, npuas B u3by, rae Cawa, B HapsAAHOM KpPacHOM njaTbe,
X70MoTana oOKoNO CTONA, PACCTaBNAA HA HEM BUHA M 3aKYCKM. — AneKcaHapa! XoTb Obl
Tbl YTO-HMOYAb caenana co MHOW, 4YTO JiK... a?

OHa BHMMATe/IbHO MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero U, CeBWXM Ha NABKY NJe4YoM K njevyy C Hum,
CcKa3sana:

Konn TOWHO — 3HAa4yuT, Xo4yeTcHa Hero—HM6yAb... Uero Tebe Hapo?

He 3Haw A! — FPYCTHO KauyHyB rosioBoM, OTBETWUNI doMma.

A Tbl noaymam. ..

He yme A AymaTh. ..

3X Thl, AMTATKO! — TMXO M npeHebpexuMTenbHO cka3ana Cawa, OTOABMIrasCb OT Hero. —
NMwHAA Tebe rososa-To...

doMa He YyJ/IOBWJ1 ee TOHa, He 3aMeTWl ABUXEHUA. YNUPAACb pPyKamMu B JlaBKy, OH
HaK/1oOHUNCA Bnepea, CcMoTpen B noa u roeopwun, KayadCb BCeM KOpnycCowm:

— WHOM pa3 AyMmaelwb, AyMaellb... BCW Tebe aywy MbICIM, KAk cMmMofion, obnenaTt... WU
BAPYr BCE McYe3HeT U3 Tebss, TOYHO MPOBAIMTCSA HACKBO3b KyAa-To... B Aywe Torpa —
Kak B norpebe TemHO. [axe CTpaWHO... Kak ByaTo Tbl He 4esloBeK, a oBpar
6e3J0HHbIN. . .

Calwla Uckoca B3r/igHyJla Ha Hero W BMoJirosoca 3aAyMyMBO 3anena:

3X, U AyHeT BeTep-TymMaH CO MopsA noujet. ..

— KyTUTb S He XO04y... BCE OJHO M TO Xe: W Jau, U 3abaBbl, U BUHO... 3/104 9
CTaAHOBMWCb — TaK bbl BCcex U 6un... He HPABATCH MHe Moau... HMKaAK He noumellb —
3ayeMm XuMBYT?

On, 1 TowHO 6e3 TebA MHe, MWIbIN, XUTb. ..

— nena Cawa, rnsas B CTeHy npej cobovi. A ®omMa BCE KayasCA U FOBOPWI:

— OAHAKO — BCe XMBYT, WYyMAT, a A TOAbKO rfas3aMu XJonaw... MaTb, 4YTO /M, MeHS
6eCUyBCTBEHHOCTbI0 HarpaauMna? KpecTHbin MOBOPUT — OHA Kak Jsej boia... U BCE ee
TAHYNO KyAa-To... Mowen 6bl K NOAAM M CKa3an: «bpaTupl, nomorute! XuTb He MOry!»
OrnsHewbCs — HEKOMY CKa3aTb... Bce — cBosiouu!

domMa Kpenko, HenpuindyHo Bbipyrasaca M ymosk. Cawa, 060pBaB necHw, OTOoABUHYJIACb elle
Aanblle OoT Hero. byweBan BeTep, 6pocaﬂ MbiJlb B CTeKJla OKOH. Ha ne4yu TapakKaHbl
wypwanu, non3asa B Ny4yuHe. Ha pBope XanobHO MblYan TesieHOoK.

Cawa c yCMQMKOﬁ B3rJisHyN1a Ha $OMy W CKa3ana:

— BOH elwe oAMH HeCYaCTHEHbKWUWA MbIMUT... Wlen Obl Tbl K HeMy; MOXeT, crnoeTecb... — WU,
MOJIOXUB PYKY Ha ero KyApsiBYW roJIOBY, OHa WYT/JIMBO TOJIKHYyNla ee. — Yero Thl
CKpUnNuwb? FynaTb TOWHO — AENOM 3aNMUCH. ..

— FocnoauM ,— KayHyn rosioBon doma, — TPYAHO FOBOPUTbL TaK, 4YTObb NoOHUManu Tebs...
TpyAHO! — M C pa3apaxeHMeM OH MOYTM 3aKpudyan: — Kakoe Aefno? UYTo OHo, Aeno?
TONbKO 3BaHMe OAHO — Aeflo, a TaK, exenu Braybb, B KOpPeHb MOCMOTpeTb, —
becTonoub! Kakou npok B Aenax? [leHbrn? MHOroO UX y MeHa!.. 3aAywnTb MOTY UMM A0
cmMepTu, 3achinaTb Tebs C rosoBon... ObMaH OAMH— Aena 3TW BCe... BUXYy A [AeNblLoB —
HY UTO Xe? HapoyHO 3TO OHW KpyXaTcsa B Aefnax, And TOro, 4ytobel camux cebs He
BMAATb 6bIO... MpAYYyTCA, AbABOAbLI. .. Hy-Ka ocBoboAM MX OT CyeTbl 3ToW, 4TO byaeT?
Kak cnenble, Ha4yHYT COBaTbCA Tyda W cCioja... C ymMa nocxoAaaTt! Tol AyMmaellb, eCTb AeN0
— Tak byaeT OT Hero 4YyenoBeKy cyacTbe? HeT, Bpewb! TyT — He BCE euwe!.. Peka
TeyeT, 4YTObb MO Hel e3aAUnU, AepeBO pacTeT ANA NoAb3bl, cobaka-AoM CTepexeT...
BCEMY HA CBEeTe MOXHO HAaMTW onpaBAaHuWe! A AW — KAaK TapakaHbl — COBCEM JIMIHME Ha
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3emsie... BCé gns HUMX, a OHM ANA 4ero? B 4yem mx onpaBpaHue?

doma TOpxecTBOBa/sl. EMy noKa3asnoCb, 4YTO OH HaWwesl 4YTO-TO Xopolee AnA cebs un
CWibHO€ MNpoTuUB waen. OH IpOMKO CMesdscAa.

— lonoea y Tebs He 6onuT? — 3aboTnMBO cnpocuna Cawa, WUCMLITYOWAM B3rNsSAOM FNsas B
Lo emy.

— Dywa y MeHa 60nuT! — a3apTHO BOCKAWKHYN ¢oMa. — U OoTTOro 60AUT, 4TO — He
MupuTca! AaBan en OTBET, KaK XWUTb? [N 4ero? BOT — KPeCTHbM, — OH C ymom! OH
rOBOPUT — XM3Hb genanv! A BCe roBOopsAT — 3aena HacC XU3Hb!

Cnywan! — cepbe3HO cka3asna Cawa. — Mo-mMoemy, Hago Tebe XeHUTbCA — BOT U BCE!

3auyeM? — nepejepHyB njeyamu, CNpocun doma.

XoMmMyT Tebe Hano...

— JlagHo! XwuBy c TObOW... Yan, Beab BCe Bbl OAWMHAKOBLI? OgHA APYroW He cnawe... [0
Tebs Obna y MeHs oaHa, — M3 TakuMX Xe. HeT, Ta MO CBOeN OXOTe... MOHPaBWICA A ewn,
OHa M... Xopowas 6bina... A BnpoyeM, — BCE OAHO, TO Xe CamMOe, COBCEM Kak y Tebs,
XOWa Tbl ee Kpawe... Ho — 6apbHA OAHA NPUIAsAHYNACb MHE... HacToAwas bapbiHA,
ABopsiHKa! roeopwunu, rynseT... [lo Hee He AOCTWr... H-aa-a... YMHas, obpa3oBaHHas,
B KpacoTe xuna... f, 6belBano, Ayman — BOT rAe oTBejaw HacTtoswero-to!.. He
JO-CTUr... MoxeT, ecnu bbl yaanocb, — Apyron 6bl 060opoT BCE MPUHANO... TAHYNO MEHS
K Hel... A Tenepb BOT — 3a/u/ ee BMHOM — 3abbiBaw... M 3TO HEXOPOWO... DX Thl,

yenogek! Noanew Tbl, €C/M NO COBECTU CKa3aTb...

doma 3amonyan, 3aaymasnca. A Cawa BCTasNa CO CKaMbu U npouwsachb no M36e, NOKycCbiBad
ry6m. [IoTOM OCTaHOBW/JIACb NMPOTUB HEro M, 3aKUMHYB PYKU Ha roJioBy, CKa3ana:

— 3HaeWwb 4YTO? YAy A oT Tebsa...

— Kypa? — cnpocun ooma, He MOAHWMAs rOJIOBbI.

— He 3Haw... BCE paBHO! JinwHee Tbl roBOpulWb... CKYYHO C TObOW. ..
®oMa MOAHAN TONIOBY, B3rJIAHY/l Ha Hee W YHbUIO 3acMessics:

— Hy-y? HeyxTo0?

— 5 TOXe M3 TakuX... TOXe — MpuaeT Moe Bpems, — 3aAyMmMawcCb... W TOoraa nponaay...
Ho Tenepb MHe elle pPaHoO... HeT, A elue MOXMBY... A MOTOM yX — byab uyTo byaeT!

— A A — Toxe nponaay? — paBHOAYWHO CNPOCKN $OMa, YXe YTOM/IEHHbIM CBOUMM peyami.
— A Kak xe! — CNOKOWMHO M yBepeHHO oTBeTuna Cawa. — Takue JIAWM NPOonajawT. ..

OHWM C MMHYTY Mon4anu, rnaasa B rnasa Apyr Apyry.

— UYTo xe byaem pgenaTtb? — COpoOCWUs doma.

— 0bepaTb Hajo.

— HeT, BOObWE? MoTOM?

— H-He 3Haw...

— Tak yxoauvwb Tbl?

— Ynay... NaBan elle NOKYyTUM Ha npoujaHbe! Moeaem B Kas3aHb jJa TaM-C JAbIMOM, C
nosbiMeM — WU KyTHeM. OTnow A Tebs...

— 370 MOXHO!V— cornacunca éoma. — Ha npowaHbe — CﬂeAyET!.. 3X Tbl... AbABOJ.
XuTbe! Cnywawn, Cawka, nNpo Bac, rynfwnx, FOBOPAT, UTO Bbl A0 AeHer XajHble U aaxe
BOPOBKMU. ..

— Mycka’ roBopsiT... — CMOKOMHO cKa3ana Caua.
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— Pa3Be Tebe He 06MAHO 3TO? — C /WOOMBLITCTBOM CNpOCWUN domMa. — BOT Thl — He XajaHas,
— BbIFOAHO Tebe co MHOW, boraTbii A, a Tbl — yXOAWlb... 3HAYUT — He XajaHas...

— A-T0o? — Cawa noaymana M ckKa3asa, MaxHyB pPyKoW: — MOXeT, U He XaaHas— 4To B
TOM? S BeAb elle He COBCEM... HM3Kasi, He Takasi, YTO MO yauMuam XoAsT... A
06MXaTbCA — Ha KOro? [lycCKal roBOPAT, UYTO XOTAT... JIOAM Xe CKaxXyT, a MHe J/ackas
CBATOCTb XOpowWwo W3BecTHa! Bblbpann Obl MeHA B CyAbW — TOSbKO MepTBOro onpapaasna
6bl! .. — M, 3aCMesBWMCb HexopowMM cMexoMm, Cala ckasana: — Hy, byaeT nycTsaKu
roBOpUTbL... Caaucb 3a cTton!..

...Ha apyrorn aeHb yTpoM ¢oma M Cawa CTOAAU PAAOM HA Tpane napoxoaad, MOAXOAMUBLIEO
K NPUCTaHM Ha YCThbe. OrpomHas 4yepHas wnana Cawu npueBnekana obijee BHUMaHUe
Ny6AMKNU yXapCKU U3OMHYTbIMA MOAAMU U 6BenbiMuM nepbaMu; dome 6blI0 HENOBKO CTOATH
PAAOM C Hel M YyBCTBOBATb, KaK MO €ro CMylUEeHHOMY ANLY MOA3alnT obonbITHbIE
B3rnagpl. MapoxoA wuinen u B3aparuean, noaBanvBas H60pTOM K KOHTOpPKE, YCEAHHOW SIPKO
oAeTOW TOMMOW Hapoaa, W doMe Ka3anoCb, YTO OH BUAMUT Cpeau pPas3HoObBpa3HbIX NuL, M
GUryp KOro-To 3HAaKOMOro, KTO Kak b6yATo BCE npA4YeTcA 3a CNWHbl APYTMX, HO He
CBOAMUT C Hero rnas.

— MNongem B KawTy! — 6ecCnokoMHO cKa3ajn OH CBoel noapyre.

— A Tbl HE YYUCb rpexu OT Nwaen npATaTtb, — ycmMexasaCb, oTBeTuna Cawa. — 3HAKOMOro,
4TO Nn, yBuaan?

— KTO-TO Kapay/iuT MeHs...

BCMOTPEBWACH B TOJIMY Ha MPUCTaHU, OH M3MEHWICS B JULE M TUXOo AobaBun:

— DTO KPEeCTHbIN. . .

y 6bopTa npucTaHu, BTUCHYBWMCb MEXAY ABYX FpPY3HbIX XEHWWH, CTOAN SKOB MasKkuH U C
€XUAHON BEeX/IMBOCTbK MOMAaxuBajs B BO3AYXe KAPTY30M, MOAHAB KBEPXY WKOHOMUCHOE
nvuo. Bopoaka y Hero B3aparveana, nbicMHA bnectena, v rna3ku CBepaunmM oMy, Kak
6ypaBUMKM.

— H-Hy, sAcTpeb! — npobopmoTan doma, TOXe CHSAB KapTy3 W KMBAsA rOJIOBOW KPECTHOMY.

Ero NOKJIOH AOCTaBua MasaKWHY, AOJIXHO ObITh, 6onbloe YAOBO/IbCTBUE, — CTAPUK KaK-TO
BeCb MU3BuncCA, 3aronan Horamun, ”n nNUULO e€ro oCcBeTusioCb AAOBUTOU yﬂH6KOM.

— BupHo, 6yAeT Manb4yuMKy Ha opelwkun! — noasagopusana Cawa.
Ee cnoBa BMecCTe C yﬂH6KOﬁ KpPpeCTHOro TOYHO YI/M B rpyaun ®ombl pa3oxXrinu.

— Nornsaamm, 4yTto byaeT.. — CKBO3b 3ybbl CKa3an OH W BAPYr oueneHes B 3/10M
CNOKOWCTBUM. Mapoxon NpucTan, JIAU XJIbIHYJM BOJIHOM HAa MPUCTAHb. 3aTepTbih TONOK
MasKuH Ha MUHYTY CKPbUICA M3 a3 M CHOBA BbIHbIPHY, Y/blbasCb TOpXeCTBYlen
ynbibkon. domMa, CABMHYB 6pOBM, B YNOp CMOTPEsS HAa HEro M NOABMIa/ICs HABCTpPeuyy emy,
MeAJIeHHO Waras no MOCTKaM. Ero TOMKaAW B CMUHY, HaBa/IMIUCh Ha Hero, TeCHWIU —
BCE 3TO elle bonee BO36yxAano. BOT OH CTOJIKHY/NCS CO CTapuKOM, U TOT BCTpeTUN ero
BEXIMBEHbKUM MOKJOHOM U BOMPOCOM.

— Kyaa uM3BOAMTE nyTewecTBOBAaTb, ®OMa UrHATbUY?

— Mo cBouM jpenam, — TBepAO OTBeTW/ dOMa, He 340pPOBasfCb C KPECTHbLIM.

— MoxBanbHO, cyaapb Mou! — Becb MpocusiB, CKa3an SIKOB TapacoBMY — BapblHbKa-TO C
nepbsMM Kak BaM MPUXOANTCA?

— JiwboBHMUA, — FPOMKO CKa3a/ doMmMa, He OnycKas rsa3 noj OCTPbIM B3rJifAOM
KpecTHOro.

Cawa cTosAna C3ajM Hero M M3-3a Njaeya CNOKOMHO pas3rnsajpiBana MaleHbKOro CTapuyka,
rojsioBa KOToporo 6bia Huxe noabopoaka oombl, Mybnvka, npuBJieYEeHHAs TPOMKWM CJIOBOM
®OMbl, MOCMaTpuMBaNa Ha HWUX, 4Yys CKaHAAN. MasKuH, TOTYAC Xe MOYysAB BO3MOXHOCTb
CKaHaana, cpasy W BepHO onpeaenun 6oeBoe HACTpPOEHME KpeCTHUKA. OH nourpan
MOpWMHaMK, noxeBan rybamMuM M MMPHO CKa3an dome:
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— Hapgo MHe c Tobonm nobecepoBaThb... B FOCTUHULY nonpem?
— MOry... HEeHajonro...

— Hekorpa, 3HauuT? BuaHo, eue bapxy pa3buTb ToponuuwbCA? — He CTepnesB, CKasan
CTapuK.

— A 4YTO X WX He buTb, ecnn b6bWTCA? — 3a40pPHO, HO TBEpPAO BO3pas3un doma.

— A KOHeyHOo!.. He Tbl HaxuBan — Tebe nu xanetb? Hy, nNouaem... [a Henb3a nu
6apbIHbKY-TO. .. XOTb YTOMUWTb Ha BpeMA? — TUXO CKa3an MasKWH.

— Noe3xan, Cawa, B ropof, BO3bMW HOMep B CUBMPCKOM MoABOpbe, — A CKOpo nNpueay! —
cka3zan doma U, 06paTACh K MasikMHy, C yAanbCTBOM 06bABMA: — [OTOB!..

Jlo rocTuHUupl oba wnu monya. domMa, BUAA, UYTO KPECTHbIM, 4YTObObl He OTCTATb OT Hero,
noAnpbirMBaeT Ha XOAY, HApPOYHO wWaran wvpe, U TO. YTO CTApUK He MOXeT UATU B HOry
C HUM, MNOAAEPXUBANO U YCUNMBANIO B HeM bBylHOoe 4YyBCTBO MpoTecTa, KOTOpPOEe OH U
Tenepb yxe eaBa caepxusan B cebe.

- qGHOBquK! — N1aCKOBO CKasas MaAKWH, nNpuasa B 3aJl TOCTUHUUbI MU HanNpaBNAACb B
OTAAJIeHHbIM yron. — loaan-Ka Tbl MHE KJ/IOKBEHHOIro KBacCy 6yTHﬂOHKy...

— A MHE — KOHbfIKY, — Mnpuka3an dooma.

— BO-0OT... Mpu MAOXUX KapTax Bcerja C KO3blpAa XOAM! — HacCMewnmeo NOCOBeTOBaN eMmy
MasAKuUH .

— Bbl mMoen Urpbl He 3HaeTe! — ckasan oowma, yCaxXnBadacCb 3a CTOJ.

— MonHo-ka! MHoOrme Tak uUrpawT.

— 8 Tak urpaw, 4To — uaM bawka Bapebe3ru, wWaM CcTeHa nononam! — ropsyo ckasan
®oMa U MPUCTYKHYJT KYJIaKOM MO CTOJY. ..

— He OMOXMEeNAJICA elle HbIHYe? — CMAPOCWU/I MasikMH C YJIbIDOYKOW.

doMa Cesl Ha CTyJsie MJiIoTHee U C UCKAXEHHbIM JIMUOM 3aroBOpwUI:

NManawa KpecTHbi!.. Bbl YMHbIA 4YeNiOBEK, ... A yBaxaw BacC 3a yM...

Cnacmbo, CbIHOK! — MOKMOHMACA MasikuH, NMPUMBCTAB M OMEpWMCb pyKamuM O CTOI.

51 XOo4y CKa3aTb, YTO MHEe yxXe He ABajuaTtb neTt... § He MaNeHbKUN.

— Ewe 6bl Te! — cornacuncsa Masikun. — He Man BeK Tbl MPOXWI, YTO U rOBOPUTb! Kabbl
KOMap CTO/bKO Bpems XWn — C Kypuuy 6bl BbipoC. ..

— floroagnTte WYyTKMU myTMTb!.. — npeaynpeaun ooma M caenas 3TO TakK CﬂOKOﬁHO, 4yTo
MassKnHa Jaxe MnoBesio0 BCEro U MOPIKMHbI HA ero auvue TPEeBOXHO 3aApoXasu.

— Bbl 3a4yeM cloaa npuexann? — cnpocun doma.

— A... Habe3obpa3un Tbl TyT... TaK f X04y MOCMOTPETb — MHOro nM? A, BUAWWDbL iU,
POACTBEHHUKOM Tebe [OBOXYCb... W OAWH Ay Tebs...

— HanpacHo Bbl becnokouTecb... BOT 4TO, nanawa... Wiu Bbl AailTe MHE MOJIHY0 BOJIO,
uin BCE Moe aefno bepute B CBOM pyku, — BCE bepute! Bcé, Ao pybnsa!

3TO BbIPBA/IOCH Y $OMbl COBEpPWEHHO HEOXWAAHHO AN HEero; paHblle OH HUKOrjaa He Ayman
HuMyero noaobHoro. Ho Tenepb, CKa3aB KPeCTHOMY 3TW C/oBa, OH BAPYr MOHAM, 4YTO
ecnn 6 KpecTHbI B34/ Y HEero MMyllecTBo, — OH CTajs 6bl COBeplleHHO CBOGOJHbLIM
YesloBEKOM, MOr 6bl MATU Kyaa Xo4yeTcs, AenaTb YTO YrOAHO... [l0 3TOW MUHYTbl OH Obin
ONyTaH 4YeM-TO, HO He 3HAaN CBOUX NyT, He ymen copeaTb UX C cebs, a Tenepb OHU
CaMM CnajalT C Hero TakK /lerko U MpocTo. B rpyan ero BCMbIXHYNa TPeBOXHas WU
pafloCcTHas Hajexpa, OH beccBA3HO 6BopmoTan:
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— 3To BCero nyvuwe! Bo3bMMTe BCe M — wabaw! A s — Ha BCe 4eTblpe CTOpOHbI!.. S 3Tak
XUTb He MOry... TOYHO FMpM Ha MeHs HaBewaHbl... S XO4Yy XUTb CBOOOAHO... 4YTOObI
caMmoMy BCE€ 3HATb... A OyAy MCKATb XU3Hb cebe... A TO — 4YTO A7 ApecCTaHT... Bbl
BO3bMUTE BCE 3TO... K YEpTy Bce! Kakom s Kkyneu? He nwbnw s HUYero... A Tak —
ywen 6bl A OT nogen... paboTy Kakyw-HMbyab paboTan 6bl... A TO BOT — MNbi A... C
baborn ceasancsa...

MasskuH CMOTpPEeN Ha Hero, BHMMATENbHO CAyWwan, M NMUO ero bbno CypoBO, HENOABMKHO,
TOYHO OKaMeHesio. Haj HWMW HOCWJICA TPaKTUPHLIA FJIYXOW WyM, MPOXOAWIN MUMO HUX
KakMe-To JiioaM, MasikMHy KJaHS/IMCb, HO OH HMYEro He BMAaN, YMNOPHO pa3rnsjbiBas
BBBOgHOBaHHoe MU0 KpeCcTHMKa, yrbibaBleecs pacTepsiHHO, PaJoCTHO U B TO Xe BpeMms
XanobHo. ..

— J-3X, exeBMKa Tbl MOsi, Kucna sroaa! — B3AOXHYB, CKa3al OH, nepebupas peyb SOMbI.
— 3anayTanca Tol. MneTewb — Hecypa3Hoe... Haao NOHATb — C KOHbAKY Tbl 3TO WM C
rnynocTtu?

— Manawa! — BOCKJMKHYNn ¢oma. — Beab ObiOo Tak... bpocanu BCE umeHue nwoaun!

— He npu MHe 6bio... He 65nvM3KkuMe MHe nwoam! — ckasan MasikMH CTporo. — A TO Obl 8 uMm
— nokasan!

— MHOrMe yrojHuKamy CcTanu, KakK YUWiwu...
— MM... Y MeHs He ywnu 6bl!.. U 3ayem s Cc TObOW cepbe3HO roBopw? Tbhy!..
— Manawa! Mo4yemy Bbl He XOTUTE? — C CEpPALEM BOCKJIMKHYJ doMma.

— Tbl cnywan! Ecnm Tl TpybOUUCT — ne3b, CYKWMH CbiH, Ha Kpbiwy!.. TOXapHbA — CTOM Ha
KanaHye! U BCSKMMA poj YesioBeKa AO/KEH MMEeTb CBOW MOPSAOK XMU3HM... TensTam xe —
no-mMeaBexbu He peBeThb! XuBelb Tbl CBOEW XU3HbIO U — XUMBM! U He nonoym, He nesb
KyAa He Haao! Jlena’ Xu3Hb CBOW — B CBOeM poje!

M3 TeMHbIX YCT CTapuka 3abuna TpeneTHou, bnecTswen cTpyém 3Hakomasa dome
yBepeHHas, 6orkas peyub. OH He CAaylwan, OXBayeHHbM AymMOU O cBoboge, KoTopas
Ka3anacb emMy TaK MpPOCTO BO3MOXHOW. DTa AymMa Bnwuiacb emy B MO3r, U B rpyaun ero
BCE Kpenyio xelaHue nopBaTb CBSA3b CBOW C MYTHOM U CKYYHOW XWU3HbI, C KPECTHbIM,
napoxofamum, KyTexamm, — CO BCeEM, Cpeaun 4yero emy ObUiO AYWHO XWUTb.

Peyb CcTapuKka ponetasna A0 Hero Kak 6bl M34anu: oHa CnMBasacb CO 3BOHOM nocyapl, C
iapKaHbeM HOIr JlakeeB Mo nony, C 4YbMM-TO MbAHbIM KPUKOM.

— W BCs 3Ta venyxa B bawke y Tebs 3aBenacb — OT MOJIOAOW TBOEW APOCTU! — rOBOPWUN
MasKkuH, MOCTYKMBas PYKOM MO CTONY. — YAA/ILCTBO TBOE — FNYNOCTb; BCE peynm TBOU —
€pyHAad... He B MOHACTbIpb I MONTU Tebe?

oomMa cnywan v monyan. llym, KuneBlEA BOKPYr Hero, Kak 6yATo yxoawn Kyaa-To BCE
janble. OH npeacTaBnsn cebs B cpeivHe OrpPOMHOW CYeT/IMBOW TONMbl JIOAEN, KOTOpble
HeM3BeCTHO ANIA 4Yero MATYTCA, Nle3yT APYr Ha Apyra, rfasa y HUX XaAHO BbiTapaleHb,
noaM opyT, najawnT, AABAT ApYyr Apyra, BCe TONIKYTCSA Ha OAHOM MmMecTe. EMy OTTOro
NJoOX0 CpeAn HUX, YTO OH He MOHUMAeT, 4Yero OHU XOTAT, He BepUT B UX c/loBa. W ecam
BbIPBATbCSA M3 CPeAuMHbl MX HAa CBObOAy, Ha Kpam XWM3HM, Aa OTTYAQA MOCMOTPETb Ha HUX,
— Torpa BCe MOWMEWb U YBUAWWL, FAe CPeau HUX TBOe MecTo.

— 4 BeAb MOHMMAKW, — yXe mArye roBopwus MasgkKuH. Buasa PomMy 3aAyMaBIIMMCA, XO4yelb Tbl
cyacTbsA cebe... Hy, OHO CKOpO He AaeTcs. .. Ero, Kak rpM6 B necy, nouncKatb Hajo,
Hago0 Haj, HUM CnUHY NnoJioMaTb... Aa U HanaAa, — rNaagm — He NnoraHka nn?

— Tak ocBoboauMTe Bbl MEHA? — BAPYI MOAHSAB rOJIOBY, CHAPOCWUI doMa, U MasikuH OTBEN
rnasa B CTOPOHY OT ero ropswero B3rnsaa. — faWTe B3AOXHYTb... jAaWTe MHe B
CTOPOHY OTOWTWM OT BCero! 4 NPUCMOTPICb, KAaK BCE MPOMCXOAUT... W Torjaa yx... A
Tak — COMbCb 1.

— He roBopu nNycTAKOB! UTO 0POACTBYeWb? — CEPAUTO KPUKHYST MAsIKUH

— Hy, — Xxopowo! — CMOKOWHO OTBETWI ®OMa. — He XOTWUTe Bbl 3TOr0? TaK — HUYEro He
b6yaet! Bcé cnywy! M 6onblle HaM FOBOPUTbL He O 4yeMm, — npowante! MpuMycb s Tenepb
3a pgeno! pAbim nowupet!..
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®oma 6bl1 CMOKOEH, FOBOPW/ YBEPEHHO; €My Ka3anoCb, 4YTO, KOAW OH TaK pewnn, — He
CMOXEeT KPeCTHbi1 noMewaTb eMy. HO MaskuH BbINPAMUICA HA CTy/le U CKas3aj TOXe MNpoCTo
N CMOKOWHO:
— A 3Haewb Tbl, Kak A Mory c Tobow NoCTynuTb?
— Kak xoTuTe! — MaxHyB pyKoW, ckasan doma.

— BOT. Tenepb A Tak Xouy — npueay B_ropoa u bByay xnonotaTb, 4Tobbl npusHanu Tebs
YMasMIEHHbIM M NOCAAUNM B CyMacCllefunin oM. . .

— Pa3Be 3TO MOXHO? — HeJOBEpPYMBO, HO yXe C MUCNYroM B rosloce CNpocun ooma.

— Y Hac, Apyr Mu/bii, BCe MOXHO! domMa onycTwW/I rosioBy U, UCNoAsriobbsi MOCMOTPEB B
NIMLO KPeCcTHOro, B3APOrHyn, Aymas:

«MNOCaAUT... He noxaneeT...»

— ECAU Tbl Cepbe3HO Aypullb — A TOXe JONXEH Cepbe3HO nocTynaTb C Tobow... A oTuy
TBOEMy JaNi C/IoBO — MOCTaBUTb Tebs Ha Horu... U s Tebs nocTtae/w! He byaewb CTOATb
— B Xene3o 3aKyw... Torga ycTouwb... 9 3Haw — BCE 3To y Tebs c nepenow... Ho
exenun Tbl OTLOM HAXUTOe 030PCTBA PaAu rybuTb byadeuwb — A Tebd C roslOBOM HAKPOW. .
KONOKON Conbi Hapa ToboW... llyTUTb CO MHOW O4YeHb HeyaobHo..!

MOpWMHBI HA WeKax MasKWHA MOAHANUCHL KBEPXY, FNa3ku yibibanncCb M3 TeMHbIX MEWKOB
HaCMeWwInBo, XOJIOAHO. W Ha Nby y Hero MOpUWWHb M306pa3nin Kakom-TO CTPaHHbLIA y30p,
NOAHUMASACb [AO JNbICUHbI. HenpeksoHHO M 6e3XanoCTHO ObUIo ero nuuo.

— CTano 6biTb — HET MHe XoAy? — YrpioMo CNpocun doMa. — 3anupaeTe Bbl MHe NyTu?
— Xop ecTb — uan! A s Tebs Hanpasnw... Kak pa3 Ha CBOe MeCTO Npuielb. ..

3Ta CaMOyBepeHHOCTb, 3Ta Hemnokosebumas XBacT/MBOCTb B30pBasM ®oMy. 3aCYHYB PYKM
B KapMmaHbl, 4TObObl He yAapuTb CTapuKa, OH BLINPAMWICHA Ha CTyJle U B ynop 3aroBopw,
CTUCHYB 3Y0bbl:

— YTo Bbl BCE XBa/iuMTecb? Yem Tebe XBanuTbCA? CbiH-TO TBOW rae? [Jo4b-TO TBOSA — 4YTO
Takoe? 3X Tbl... yCTpouTesnb Xu3Hu! Hy, — yMeH Tbl, — BCE 3HAeWb: CKaXuM — 3a4vem
XuUBelWb? He ympelwb, 4TO NU? UYTO Tbl CAenan 3a XU3Hb? YeM Tebs MOMAHYT?..

MopWMHbI MagKMHA APOrHY/IM U ONYCTUIUCL KHU3Y, OTYero JIMuo ero MnpuHao
60ﬂe3HEHHOG, nnadyuiee BblpaxeHue. OH OTKpbUT POT, HO HMUYEro He ckasan, rnaaa Ha
KpeCTHUKa C yaumeBneHunem, 4yTb /1IN He C 60s3HbI0.

— MonyaTb, WeHOK! — TWUXO cka3an OH. domMa BCTan CO CTyna, KWUHYN KapTy3 Ha ronoBy
cebe U C HEHABUCTbK OrMJIAHYA CTapuKa.

KyTnuTb 6yay! Bcé npokyuy!..

— NagHo, — yBugumm! ..
— MNpowan! repon!.. — ycMmexHynca ooma.
— Jlo cKoporo cBuaaHbsi! — cka3an MasikMH TUXO U KakK byATO 3aAbiXafcChb.

SIKOB MasAKMH OoCTancAa B TpakTupe oAMH. OH cumaen 3a CTOJIOM U, HAKJIIOHACb Hapjh HUM,
puncoBasn Ha nogHoOCe Yy30pbl, MaKas Apomammﬁ nanewl B HpOﬂMTHﬁ KBacC. OcCTpasa rososa
ero onyckanacb BCE Huxe Hajg CTOJNIOM, Kak 6yﬂTO OH He MOI' MOHATb TOro, 4YTO 4YepTUn
Ha noaHoce ero cyxoﬁ nanekuy,.

Ha JfbiCMHe y Hero bnecTenu kanau nota, W, MO OObIKHOBEHWI, MOPLWWHbLI HA LWeKax
B3AparnBasn 4acTol, TPEBOXHOW APOXbH. . .

NNOMaHUB KWMBKOM [0OJIOBbl MOJIOBOIr0o, 5KOB TapacoBWY CIMPOCUNT €ero ocobeHHO BHYWNTENIbHO:

— UYTO C MeHs cnepyeT?
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X

JO ccopbl C MasgsKWHbIM ®OMa KYTWJ OT CKYKWU, MOJypaBHOAYWHO, — Tenepb OH 3arynsan cC
035106/71eHMemM, MoOYTM C OTYasIHMEM, MOJIHbIN MCTUTENbHOIO YyBCTBa U KAaKOU-TO Aep30CTHU
B OTHOWEHUW K nwaam, — Aep30CTu, MNOpoKw yAUBAABIIEM MU ero camoro. OH Buaesn, 4YTo

N0AM, OKpYyXaBWME ero, Tpe3Bble — HeCYaCTHbl U [JIynbl, MbSAHbIE — MPOTWMBHbLI U elle bonee
raynbsl. HAKTO M3 HUX He BO3OyxAan B HeM MHTepeca; OH Jaxe He chnpawvMBan WX WMEH,
3abbiBan, Korga M rae 3HAKOMWACA C HUMW, U BCerga 4yBCTBOBA/l XefaHMe CKa3aTb U
cAenaTb YTO-HUOYAb 0bMAHOE ANA HUX. B AOPOruX, WWMKAPHBIX PECTOpaHAX €ro OKpyxaau
KaKMe-TO MPOXOAMMUbI, KYMJIETUCTbI, (OKYCHWKWU, aKTepbl, pa3opuBUMECH HA KyTexax
noMewmnkn. dTU NIAU CHavyana OTHOCWIUCL K HeMy MOKPOBUTENbCTBEHHO, XBacCTasCb npep
HUM TOHKUMW BKYCaMW, 3HAHMEM BWH W KYWAHWUA, MOTOM MOAJIM3bIBAJINCb K HEMy, 3aHUMaNu
JeHbIrM, KOTOpble OH YyXe 3aHuMMmaN Moj BeKcess. B jeweBbiX TpaKTUpaxX OKOJIO Hero
BUINCb SiICTpebamn napukmaxepbl, MapKepbl, KakKMe-TO YUHOBHWUKWU, MeBYME; Cpean 3TUX

nojen oH 4YyBCcTBOBan cebs nyduwe, cBoboaHee, — OHU BbIM MeHee pa3BpaTHLI, npolle
NOHUMANINCb UM, MOPOK OHWU MPOABNANN 3[0pPOBble, CU/IbHble YYBCTBA, M BCerga B HUX
6b10 H6onblle 4Yero-To 4YenoBeYeckoro. Ho, Kak U «yuctas nybnmka», — 3TU Toxe b6buin

XaaHbl 4O AeHer U HaXaJ/ibHO 06Mpanw ero, a OoH Bunagen 3TO0 “ pr60 niaeBanca Hapj
HUMU .

PasymeeTcs — ObUIM XEHWWHbl. dU3NYECKM 3A0pPOBbIM, ®dOMa MNOKynan Mx, AOPOruX U
JelleBblX, KPaCWMBbLIX M AYPHbIX, Aapua UM 6ofbliMe AeHbrU, MEHSAN UX UYyTb He KaxAayw
Heaeno U B obleM — OTHOCUAICSA K HUM Jiydle, 4YeM K MyxyumHam. OH CMessica Haj Humu,
roBOpUA MM 3a30pHble U 0buAHbIe C/OBa, HO HUKOrAAQA, AaxXe MNOMYMbAHbIN, He MOr
n36aBUTbCA OT KAaKOro-TO CTECHEHMS— Mpej HUMU. BCe OHM — camble HaxasibHble U
beccTbiaHble — Ka3anucb eMmy 6e33alMTHbIMM, KaK Manble AeTu. Bcerjga roToBbit u3buThb
Noboro MyX4yumHy, OH HUKOrja He Tporan XeHWWH, XOoTsA nopoi 6e3obpasHo pyran wux,
pa3iapaxeHHbii YeM-1nbo. OH YyBCTBOBaN CebA HEU3MEPUMO CUNbHENWIUM XeHWWHbI, XeHuuHa
Kasasacb eMy Hem3MepuMo HecyacTHee ero. Te, KOTOpble pa3BpaTHWYAIM C YyAaNbCTBOM,
XBaCTaACb CBOEW pacnylleHHOCTbI, Bbi3biBAIM Yy $OMbl CTbiAJMBOE YYBCTBO, OT KOTOPOro
OH CTaHOBMW/ICSA POBKUM U HENOBKUM. OAHAXAbl OAHA W3 TaKUX XEHWWH, MbAHAs U 030pHas,
BO BpeMsa yxuHa, CUAS PAAOM C HMM, yaapuina ero no lieke KOPKOW AblHM. doma 6bin
nonynbAH. OH nobneaHen oT ockopbneHws, BCTaN CO CTyfla, M CYHYB PYKM B KapMmaHbl,
CBUpenbiM, APOXaluM OT 0buabl rONOCOM CKa3an:

— Tbl, cTepBa! Mowna npoyb! [Apyron 6bl Tebe 3a 3TO rofioBYy pPackonosn... A Tbl 3Haellb,
4TO A CMMUPEH C BaMM U He MNOAHMMAETCA pyKa Yy MeHs Ha Bawy CecTpy... BbiroHUTe ee K
YépTy!

Cawa 4yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO AHen no npuesae B Ka3aHb NOCTynuaa Ha COAepXaHue K CbiHY
KaKoro-T1o BOJAOYHOIO 3aBOAYUKA, KYTUBIIEMY BMecCcTe C $OMOU. Ye3xasd C HOBbIM XO3AUHOM
KyAa-TO Ha Kamy, OHa CKa3aja dowme:

— Mpowan, munbIM yenosek! MoxeT, BCTPETWMCA ele, — OAHA Yy Hac popora! A cepauy
BO/N, COBeTYyW, He AaBaW... Fynan cebe 6e3 ornaakuM, a Tam — Kawky cC/onan— Yawky o
non... MNpowan!

OHa Kpenko nouesioBana ero B ry6u, npunyeMm rnasa ee CTaJn elle TeMHee.

ooma 6bin pan, 4TO OHa ye3XaeT OT Hero: Hajaoesna OHa eMy, W nyraio ero ee XoJsojHoe
paBHOAyWME. HO TYT B HEeM YTO-TO APOrHYJ/i0o, OH OTBEPHY/NCA B CTOPOHY OT Hee MU TUXO
MonBwun :

— MOXeT, — He yxXuBewbCA... TOrAaa onATb KO MHe npme3maﬁ.
— Cnacubo, — oTBeTWNa OHa eMy " noyemy-To 3acmendsiacCb HeOobbIYHbIM A9 Hee, Xpunawumm
CMEeXOM. ..

Tak Xun ooma AeHb 3a AHeM, Jsiefies CMYTHYW Hajexay OTOWTWU KyAa-TO Ha Kpawh XWU3HWU,
BOH M3 3TOM CYTOJNIOKM. HOYaMM, OCTaBaAACb OAWMH HA OAMH C CODOM, OH, KPENKO 3aKpbiB
rnasa, npeacTaBnsfn cebe TemHyl TONMY Jioaen, CTPaWHY OrPOMHOCTbLIO CBOEW.
CTONNUBWKCL TAe-TO B KOT/OBMHE, MNOJIHOM MNbIILHOrO TymMaHa, 3Ta Tojina B WYMHOM
CMATEHUN KPyXuaacb HA OAHOM MeCTe M Oblla MOoXoXa HA 3epHO B KOBLWE MebHWUUbl. Kak
6yATO HEBMAMMbBIA XEPHOB, CKpbLITHIA MOJ HOFaMuM €e, MOJION €e M JioAM BOJIHOOb6pa3Ho
ABUraNUCb MOJA HWUM, He TO CTpeMmsiCb BHM3, 4TOO cKopee ObITb CMOJIOTHIMA U UCYE3HYTH,
He TO BbIPbIBASICb BBEpPX, B CTpemieHun mnibexaTb 6e3XasoCTHOro XEpPHOBA.

doma BUAEN Cpeau TONMbl 3HAKOMble emy Juvua: BOT OTel JIOMUT Kyaa-TO, MOryde
pacTankmeaa U ONpoKuAbiBas BCeX Ha NyTU CBOeM, NpeT Ha. BCE rpyabild U rPoOMOrsiacHo
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Xoxo4yeT... U ncyesaeT, NpoBaamMBadaCb Nnop HoOru nopen. BOT, U3BMBAsACH YXOM, TO
npeiras Ha nne4vu, TO MNPOCKasb3biBaA MEXAY HOr JNoAeEwn, pa60TaeT BCeM CBOMM CyYyXuM, HO
FTMOKUM U XUIUCTBIM TesIoM KpeCTHbIN. . . JlioboBb KPU4nT 1" 6bETCﬂ, cneaya 3a OTUOM, TO

oTCTaBas OT Hero, TO CHOBa Npubnuxascb. Manares 6bLICTPO M NpPAMO MAET KyAa-To...
BoT Cothbs MaBNOBHA CTOUT, 6eCCUNbHO ONYCTUB pyKa, KakK CTOsJla OHa Toraa,
nocneaHun pas — y cebs B rocTMHOW... nasa y Hee bonbwMe, U CTpax CBeTUTCHA B
HUX. Cawa, paBHOAYWHAas, He obpawas BHUMAHWUSA HA TOJIYKU, WUAET MPSAMO B Camyw ryuy,
CMNOKOMHO INfAs HA BCe TeMHbIMW rnasamu. lym, BOW, CMeX, MbsAHble KPUKU, a3apTHbIN
Ccnop C/biwnT doMa; MEeCHU U Mja4y HOCATCA HAA OrPOMHOM CYeT/IMBOM Ky4yel XMUBbIX
YesIoOBEYECKUX Tes, CTECHEHHbIX B fIME; OHW MON3awT, AABAT APYr Apyra, BCNpbIrMBalT
Ha NieYyn OAWH APYroMy, CYWTCS, KaK cJjienble, BCHOLY HAaTAJIKMBAWTCA Ha NoAobHbIX cebe,
bopwTCca M, naaas, ucyesawT U3 rnas. llenecTaT AeHbMM, HOCACb, KaK JieTyyne Mbilu,
HajJ rosioBamu NwAen, W NIOAU XAAHO MPOCTUPANT K HUM PYKKU, BpskaeT 30/10TO U
cepebpo, 3BEHAT OYyTbUIKWU, XN0MawT NpPobKWU, KTO-TO pblaaeT, WU TOCKJUBbLIA XEHCKUN
ronoc noet:

Tak byaem nobuTb, MOKa MOXHO-O,

A Tam — XOTb Tpa-aBa He pacTu!

3Ta KapTuMHa YKpenunacb B FosoBe doMbl M Kaxipli pa3 Bce bonee spkas, OrpomHas,
XMBasi BO3HMKana npej HuM, Bo3Oyxaas B rpyauM ero HeonpejesnMmoe YyBCTBO, B
KOoTOopoe, KakK py4dbu B pPeKy, BAMBAIUCb U CTpax, W BO3MylleHWe, U XaloCTb, WU 3s06a,
N ele MHoroe. BCE 3TO BCKMMNANO B FPYyAU AO HAMNPSAXEHHOrO XenaHus, — OT CwuJbl
KOTOpPOro OH 3ajblXaJiCA, Ha rjia3ax ero SABJAJINCb CJie3bl, U eMy XOTesioCb KpuyaTb,
BbITb 3BepeM, UCNyraTb BCeX JIOAEeN — OCTAHOBUTb UX OECCMbIC/IEHHYW BO3HW, BAUTbL B
WyM M CYeTy XM3HM 4YTO-TO CBOe, CKa3aTb KaKuWe-TO FpoOMKWe, TBepable CJIOBa,
HanpaBuTb UX BCeX B OAHY CTOPOHY, a He Apyr NpoTUB Apyra. EMYy XOTelloCb XBaTaTb
UX pyKamu 3a roJioBbl, OTpbIBaThb APYr OT Apyra, u3buTb OAHMX, APYrMUX Xe npunackaTb,
YKOPATb BCE€X, OCBETUTb MX KaKMM-TO OFHEM...

HMYyero B Hem He 6blI0 — HW HYXHbIX CNOB, HW OFHS, ObINO B HEM TONbKO XenaHue, 5
MOHATHOE eMy, HO HEeBbIMOJIHUMOE. .. OH MNpeACTaBNANn cebs BHe KOT/OBUHbI, B KOTOPOM
KUNAT Noan; OH Buaen cebs TBepAao CTOAWMM HAa HOraxX U — HEeMbiM. OH MOr 6Obl KPUKHYTb
JNIOAAM :

«Kak xuBeTe? He CTbiAHO NU?»

HO ecnn OHM, YC/bIXaB €ro rosioc, CnpocsT:

«A — KaK HaA0 XUTb?»

OH MpeKpacHO NOHWMMas, 4YTO MNocCsie TaKOro Bonpoca emy MpullNoCh Obl cneTeTb C BbICOTHI
KYBbIPKOM, Typa, No4 HOrM NAAM, K XEPHOBY. U CMexXOoM MNpOBOAUIU 6bl ero rubensb.

Hopoﬁ eMy Ka3aJloCb, 4YTO OH CXOAUT C yMa OT NbAHCTBA, — BOT No4yeMmy JieseT emMy B
rosoBy >TO CTpalHoe. YCwiuem BOJIM OH racun 3Ty KapTWUHY, HO, Julib TOJIbKO
oCTaBancs OAWH U ObIT He OYeHb nNbAH, — CHOBA HANOJZIHANCA 6peAOM, BHOBb W3HeMOr an

Nnoj TSAXECTbW ero. XenaHue cBobojpl BCe poc/sio U Kpenao B HeM. HO BbipBaTbCA M3 NYyT
cBoero b6oratcTtBa OH He Mor.

MasikuH, MMEBWMM OT HEro MNOJIHY JAOBEPEHHOCTb Ha YynpaB/jieHue AenoM, AeWCTBOBan Tak,
YTO dOME YyTb He KaxApli AeHb NMPUXOAMIOCH OWYWATb TAXKECTb JeXalMX Ha HeM
obsa3aHHOCTeN. K HeMy TO M Aeno obpawanucb 3a nnatexamu, npejnaranv emy CAenku no
nepeBo3Ke rpy3oB, Clyxalpe obpawasncb C TaKUMU MesioYaMn, KOTOpble paHblle He
KacalucCb ero, BbiMOJIHSEMble UMW Ha CBOW CTpax. Ero OTbICKMBANW B TpakTupax,
paccnpawnmBanM e€ro o TOM, KakK WU 4YTO HYXHO AefnaTb; OH rOBOPWA WM, MOPOW COBCEM He
NOHWMas, TaK 3TO HYXHO AenaTb WIW MHa4vye, 3ameyaNn UX CKpbIToe npeHebpexeHwe K Hemy
M NoyTu BCeraa BUAEN, 4YTO OHW AefNawT Aefl0 He TaK, KAaK OH mnpukasaa, a uHave u
Nyywe. B 3TOM OH YYBCTBOBaJ JIOBKYW PYKY KPECTHOrO M MOHMMan, 4YTO CTapuK TEeCHUT
ero 3aTteM, 4yTob6 NOBOPOTUTbL HA CBOM MyTb. W B TO Xe BpeMsA 3ameyas, 4TO OH — He
rocnoavMH B CBOeM jefie, a JiMlb COCTaBHas 4YacTb €ro, 4YacTb HeBaxHasd. IJTO
pa3apaxano U eue panblie OTTANIKMBANIO OT CTapuKa, elle CWibHee BO3byxaano ero
CTpem/sieHne BbIpBATbLCA U3 Aefna, XOTsA Obl LeHOW ero normbenn. OH C APOCTbI
pa3bpaceiBan AeHbrM MO TPAKTUPAM U MPUTOHAM, HO 3TO MPOAOAXANOCb HEeAONro — SKOB
TapacoBu4y 3akpbll B HaHKkax Tekywme cyeTa, BbibpaB BCe BKAaAbl. BCckope ¢ooma
No4YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO W MOA BeKCeNs AANT eMy yxXe He TaK OXOTHO, KaK CHauyasna gaBaiu.
3To 3a4eno ero camonibue M CoBCeM BO3MYTWIO, MCNyrano ero, Korjga OH Yy3Han, 4YTo
KPEeCTHbIN MYCTWI B TOProBbIi MAP C/IyX O TOM, 4YTO OH, ®OMa, — He B CBOEM yMe U 4YTO
Haf HWUM, MOXeT OblITb, NMPUAETCHA YYPeaAUTb oneKky. doma He 3HaN npeaAenoB BAACTU
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KPEeCTHOIro M He pewasics NoCoBeTOBaTbCSA C KeM-HMbyAb MO 3TOMy MOBOAY: OH Obin
yBepeH, YTO B TOProBOM MMpe CTapuMK — CWla M MOXeT caenaTb BCe, YTO 3axoyeT.
CHayana eMmy 6bl10 XYTKO UYYBCTBOBATb Haj CO6OM pyKy MasikuHa, HO NOTOM OH MOMUpPUCSA
C 3TWUM UM NpoAonxan cBow becwabawHyw, NMbAHYKW XM3Hb, B KOTOPOW TOJIbKO OAHO YyTewano
ero — moan. C KaxAapiM AHeM OH Bce bonbue ybexaanca, 4To OHM — BecCMbiC/ieHHee U
BCAYECKN XyXe ero, 4YTO OHM — He rocrnoja Xu3HW, a JIaKeM ee U YTO OHA BEPTUT UMK
KaK XO04YeT, FHeT U JIOMAaeT WX KaK el YrojHo.

Tak OH U XUn — Kak 6byaTo wen no 60M0Ty, C ONACHOCTbHW HA KaXAOM WAry yBA3HYTb B
rpsiau U TUHE, a ero KPecTHbI — BbIOHOM BWJICS Ha CYXOHbKOM U TBEPAOM MecTeuke,
30pKO Clieisl U3Jann 3a XU3HbI KPeCcTHUKA.

nocne ccopbl C ®OMOM MasiKkUH BepHynca K cebe yrpwMo 3alyMuyuBbIM. [Na3KW ero
bnectennM cyxo, M BeCb OH BbINPAMWUACA, KaK TYro HaTAHyTas CTpyHa. MOPIMHbI
60/1e3HEHHO CBEXUIUCh, NIMLO KaK byATO CTano elje MeHblle U TemMHen, U Korpaa JioboBb
yBujana ero TakuMM — el NokKa3anoCb, YTO OH cepbe3HO 6oneH. MonYanuBbid CTapuUK
HEepPBHO MeTasCca Mo KoMHaTe, b6pocas Aoyepu B OTBET Ha ee BOMPOCh Cyxue, KpaTKue
C/0Ba, W HAKoOHel, NPAMO KPUKHYN en:

— OTCcTaHb! He po Teba...

EAN CTaNo XaNKo ero, Korja oHa yBuaana, KaK TOCK/JIMBO W YHbUIO CMOTPAT OCTpble,
3e/leHble rnasa; W, Korjga oH cen 3a obefeHHbIt CTOJ, MOPLIBUCTO Nojowna K Hemy,
nofioxuna pyKu Ha nnedym emy u, 3arnagbieas B NLO, JTACKOBO U TPEBOXHO cChnpocuna:

— Manawa! Bam He340pOBUTCA — CKaxuTe! Ee nacku 6bnM KpalHe peaku; OHM Bcerjga
CMArYanu OAMHOKOro CTapuka, U XOTA OH He OTBeYyasl Ha HUX MOYEeMy-TO, HO BCe X Taku
LLeHun ux. U Tenepb, nepeaepHyB njeyamMum U COPOCUB C HUX ee PYKU, OH CKasan en:

- WaM, uaM Ha cBoe MecTo. Mub pa3bupaeT Tebs EBUH 3ya...

Ho /MoboBb He ywna; HaCTOWYMBO 3arnagbiBas B rnasa ero, oHa c obuaon B ronoce
cnpocuna:

— Moyemy Bbl, Nanawa, Bcerja TaK rOBOPUTE CO MHOM, — TOYHO f MasieHbKas WAM OYeHb
rnynas?
— MoToMy 4TO Tbl bonblWwasi, a He o4YeHb yMHas... H-pa! BoT Te M Becb cka3! uau

caaucb u ellb. ..

OHa oTowia WM mMojsvya cejsa NpoTUB oTua, 0bmxeHHO noaxas ry6u. MasskuH en npoTuB
0bbIKHOBEHUSA measieHHoO, NnoAOoNTry WeBbIpAA JIOKKOM B Tapesike Wen m ynopHo paccMaTpuBasn
nXx.

— Kabbl 3acopeHHbIi yM TBOW MOI MOHATb OTLOBbI MbICIM! — BAPYr CKa3an OH, B3Abixas C
KaKUM-TO CBUCTOM.

JoboBb 0T6pocmna B CTOPOHY CBOKW JIOXKY U 4YyTb He CO Cne3amMum B rosioce sarosopuna:
— 3ayem obuxaTb MeHsA, nanawa? Beab BuAMTE Bbl — oAHa fA! Bcerpa ogHa! BeAb MOHATHO
BaM, KaK THAXeNno MHEe XWTb — a HMKOIrAa Bbl C/IOBA JITACKOBOIro He CKaxeTe MHe.. W Bbl
Bedb OAWHOKW, U BaM TAXeNOo...

— BOT ¥ BanaamoBa OC/MuLA 3aroBopwunia! — YCMEXHYBWWCb, CKa3al CTapuk. — H-Hy? 4To
Xe jpanblie bypeT?

— ropabl Bbl OYeHb, Manawa, BaWWM YMOM. . .
— A ewe yTO0?

— DTO Hexopowo!.. 3ayem Bbl MeHSH oTTaskupaeTe? Beab Y MeHA HUKOIro HeT, KpoMme
Bac. ..

Y Hee Ha rna3sax noABWINCBHL CJie3bl; OTel 3aMeTun ux, U JnMuo ero B3APOrHyJso.

— Kabbl Tbl He AeBKa 6blna! — BOCKAMKHYN OH. — Kabbl y Teba ym 6bui, Kak... Yy Mapobl
MocaaHuupl, NpUMepHO, — 3X, JwboBb! HanneBan 6bl A4 HA BCeX... HAa ®OMKY... Hy, He
pesu!
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OHa BbITEpsa rnasa v cnpocuna:

— Yto Xe ooma?

— BYHTYyeT... Xa-xa! oBopuT: «BO3bMWUTE Y MEHS BCe WMylWeCTBO, OTNYCTUTE MeHs Ha
BOJIO...» CnacaTbCs Xo4yeT... B Kabakax!.. BOT OH 4TO 3aaymas, Hauw ooma...

— UTo Xe 3T0?.. — HepewuTeNbHO crnpocunia JiwboBb.

— YTo 3TO? — ropsyacb M B3aparvBas, 3aroBOpwu/ MasikmH. — A 3TO Yy Hero wium c
nepenow, wWiM — He aan 6or! — mMaTepuHO... CTapoBepyeckoe... W ecau 3To
Ky/Nyrypckas 3akBacka B HeM, — MHOro byaeT MHe C HuMM 6ow! OH — rpyabl nowen
NPOTMB MeHSA... Aep30CTb OONblWy OBHAPYXUA... MONOA, — XUTPOCTU HET B HEM...
roOBOPUT:

«Bce nponbi!» A Te nponbko!
MasikuH NOAHAN PYKY HAaA FO/MOBOM U, CXaB Kynak, SAPOCTHO MOFpo3una uUM.

— Kak cmeewb? KTO Haxun peno, KTo ero obopypoan? Tbl! OTeu TBOW... COpPOK neT
TpyAQ MOJIOXEHO, a Tbl €ro paspywnTb Xo4yewb? Mbl BCe AOJXHbI rAe APYXHO CTeHoW, rpe
OCTOPOXHO, FYCbKOM, OAWH 3a APYruUM, WATU K CBOEMY MECTY... Mbl, Kynubl, TOProBble
Nnoan, BeKaMu POCCMI0 HA CBOMX MJledyax HeCcin U Tenepb Hecem... MeTp Benvkumn 6bin
Lapb 60XeCKoro ymMa — OH HaM LeHy 3Han! Kak OH Hac noaaepxuBan? KHUXKU neyaTtan
Hapo4YHO AN Hawero obyyeHus Aeny... BOH y MeHS ero MoBeJleHMeM HaneyaTaHHas KHura
Nonuaopa Buprunua YpbuHckoro ob usobpeTtaTensax Beluen... B CeMbCOT ABAALATOM FOAY
neyataHa... Aa! 3To HaAo MOHATb!.. OH Jan Ham XOA... A Tenepb — Mbl HA CBOMX
HOrax CTOWM... XoAy Ham panTte! Mbl GyHAAMEHT XU3HW 3aKNaAblBain — CaMU B 3eMJI0
BMECTO KUpPMMYen NOXWIUCb, — Tenepb Ham 3TAaXW HaAO CTPOUTb... MO3BOJIbTE HaM
cBoboapl AencTBUM! BOT Kyaa Haw 6paT AOMXeH KypC AepxaTb... BOT rae 3agadal! domka
3TOro He MNOHWMaeT... [lONXeH MOHATb U MPOAONXAaTb... Y HEro OTLOBb CpeAcTBa... A
M3A0XHY — MOW MPUCOEAUHATCA: paboTam, uweHok! A OH KonobpoauT. HeT, Tbl noroam! 4
TebAa BO3HeCy A0 Hajnexawen Touyku!

CTapuK 3ajpixasaca oT BO36yXAeHMﬂ M CBepKawwnumm rnasdamm CMoTpesl Ha AO0Yb TakK
APOCTHO, TOYHO Ha €ee MecTe domMa cuaen. JloboBb nyrano ero BO36yXﬂeHMe.

— MponoXeH MyTb OTLAMU — WU Tbl AOJIXEH WUATU MO HeMm. MNATbAECAT NneT A pabotan — and
yero?.. Jletm mou! rpe y meHsa petm?

CTapuK YHbINO ONYyCTWUA FONOBY, FONOC ero obopBancs, M TaK FAyxo, TOYHO OH FOBOpPUN
Kyla-TO BHYTpb Cebsi, OH cKa3an:

— OAWH — nponan... APYyroh — nbaHuua!.. Jlovb... KOMYy Xe s TpyA CBOW nepej CMepThbio
caam?.. 3ATb Obil Obl... A Ayman — nepebpoAuT SOMKA, HATOUUTCA, — OTAAM Teba emy wu
C Tobon BCe — Ha! ®OMKA HEroAeH... A APYroro Ha MecTo ero — He BMXY... Kakue
noaM nownu!.. PaHblie Xene3Hbh Obl1 Hapoh, a Tenepb — HUKAKOW MPOYHOCTU He
UMewT... 4YTo 3T0? OT4Yyero?

MasikuH C TpEBOFOﬁ CMOTpe/s1 Ha AO0Yb, OHa MOJ4ala.

— CKaxu, — CMApoCWU/ OH ee, — 4yero Tebe Haao? Kak, MO-TBOEMY, XWUTb Haao? Yero Thl
xoyewb? Tbl yyumnacb, yYuTana — 4YTo Tebe HyXHO?

BONpOChl CbiNAIMCb HA rofioBy JI06OBU HEOXUAAHHO ANA Hee, OHA CMyTWAacb. OHA U
JOoBOMbHa bblla Tem, 4yTO OTel, cnpawMBaeT ee o6 3ToMmM, U bosanacb oTBe4YaTb emy, 4YTObO
He YpoHUTb cebs B ero rnasax. W BOT, BCA KakK-TO NoAobpaBuwmMcb, TOYHO cobupasnch
NPbIFHYTb 4Yepe3 CTO/N, OHAa HeyBepeHHO M C [APOXbid B rosoce ckasana:

— YTOob6bl BCe 6ObINM CYACT/IMBLI. .. U JOBOJIbHbI. . BCE JI0AU — paBHbI. .. CBObOAA HYyXHa
BCEM... TaK Xe, Kak BO3AyX... W BO BCeM — PaBeHCTBO!

OTeL, CO CMOKOWHbLIM Mpe3peHnemM cKa3las ewn:
— Tak A ¥ 3Han: Aypa Tbl no3naweHHas!

OHa MOHMKNA rOJIOBOM, HO TOTYaC Xe BCKMHYJIAa ee U C TOCKOW BOCKJIMKHYyNa:
CTpaHuua 115



¢oma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
— Bbl Xe camu ropopuTe: cBoboaa...

— Monunm yx! — rpybo KpuKHYyn Ha Hee CTapuK. — [axe TOro He BUAMIbL, YTO U3 KaxXAoro
yesloBeKa ABHO Hapyxy npeT... Kak MOryT 6biTb BCe CYACT/MBbI U PaBHbl, €C/AU KaxAbli
XoueT Bbllle APYroro ObiTb? Jlaxe HUWWMA CBOKW FOPAOCTb WMeeT W Nnpea ApYrumu
yeM-HMbYAb BCerjga xBacTaeTcA... Man pebeHOK — M TOT XOo4yeT NepBbiM B TOBapuax
6bITb. .. M HMKOrAa YeNoBEeK YeNIOBEKY He YCTYNUT — AYypaKU TONbKO 3TO AYyMAWT... Y
Kaxaoro — Aywa CBOS. TO/NbKO Tex, KTO Ayln CBOel He nwbuT, MOXHO obTecaTb noj
OAHY MEpKY... 3x Tbl!.. HauuTanacb, Haxpanacb APSAHU...

FOpbKUA YyKOp, SA0BMTOE Mpe3peHue Bbipa3uincCb Ha Nuue cTapuka. C WyMOM OTTOJIKHYB
OT CTO/la CBOE KPEec/so, OH BCKOYWI C HEero u, 3a/0OXKUB PYKW 3a CNUHY, MENKUMWU Waramu
cTan 6eraTb Mo KOMHaTe, MNOTPSAXMBAA OJIOBOM U 4YTO-TO roBOpsA Npo cebsA 3/biM,
CBUCTAIMM WEMOTOM. .. JIoboBb, bneaHas OT BOJHEHUA M 0buabl, YyBCTBYS cebs rnynon u
b6ecnomowHon npej HUM, BCAywuBanacb B ero WENoT, U CepAale ee TpeneTHO 6unoch.

— OAWH ocTancA... Kak MoB... O, rocnoau!.. 4Yto cpenaw? 4 nn — He yMmMeH? 4 NM — He
xntep?

JleByllke cTano Ao 6onn xanko CTapuka; ee OXBaTwno CTpallHoe XenaHhe NnoMo4Yb emy, en
X0Tenocb b6bITb HYXHOU ANnA Hero.

ropaymmm rnasamm cnead 3a HUM, OHA BAPYr CKa3anla eMy TUXOHbKO:
— Nanawa... Munbin! He TOCKyﬁTe... BeAb ele Tapac XUB... MOXeT 6bITb, OH...
MaAKUH BAPYIr OCTAHOBW/ICA, KakK BKOMAHHLIA, WU MeANIeHHO MOAHSAN roN0BYy .

— MonopabiM aAepeBO MNOKPUBWIOCHL, He Bblaepxaso, — B CTApOCTU U NOAABHO M3JIOMUTCAH. ..
Hy, BCe-Taku... U Tapac Tenepb MHE COJ/IOMUHA... XOTb €JBa JIM LEeHa €ro Bbile
®ombl. .. ECTb Yy lopaeeBa XapakTepel... e€CTb B HeM OTULOBO Aep3HOBEeHWe... MHOro OH
MOXeT MOAHATb Ha cebe... A Tapacka... 3TO Tbl BOBpemMA BCMOMHWMA. ..

M CTapuk, 3a MUHYTY Npea TeM ynaBuuin AyXoM AO Xanob, B TOCKe MeTaBWMMCA MO
KOMHaTe, KakK Mbllb B MbluesIOBKe, Ternepb C 03abO4YeHHbIM JINLOM, CMOKOWHO U TBEpAO
CHOBA nojolesn K CToAy, TUWATelbHO YCTAaBW/I OKOJIO HEro CBOEe Kpecso U cen, roeops:

— Hapo 6yﬂET nowynaTtb TapacKy... B YCOJib€ OH XMBeT, Ha 3aBOoje KAaKOM-TO... Cnblwan
A OT KynuoB — cojy, 4TO nu, pa60TamT Tam. .. Y3Haw ﬂOﬂpO6HO...

— MMo3BoNbTe, S Hanuwy emy, nanawa? — B3aparvBas OT PajoCTU U BCA KpacHas, TUXO
nonpocuna JoboBb. . .

— Tbl? — CAPOCWUN MasikMH, MesibKOM B3rJIfHYB Ha Hee, MOTOM MOMOJYan, noayman u
cKkasan: — MoxHo! 3To apaxe — nydywe! Hanuuwu... CNpoCU — He XeHaT nu? Kak, Mon,
XMBeWb? YTo Aymaewb?.. Jla s Tebe cKaxy, 4TO HanucaTb, Koraa npuaeT Bpewms...

— Bbl CKOpee, nanawal!.. — ckasana JeByliKa.
— CKopee-TO Hajo BOT 3aMyx Tebs BbiAaBaTb... S TYT NPUCMATPUBACh K OJHOMY,
Pb)KEHBKOMY, — MNapeHb Kak OyAToO He Aypak... 3arpaHU4yHOW BbIAENKW, MeXAY MPOYUM. . .

3To CMOAMH, nanawa? — C TpeBOFOﬁ n NbonbITCTBOM cnpocuna Jo60Bb .

A XOTb Obl U OH — YTO Xe? — [AeNOBUTO OCBEAOMWU/ICA SIKOB TapacoBuu.

Hunyero... 4 ero He 3Haw... — HeonpeaeseHHO oTBeTwWIa Jo60Bb .

— [O3HaKOMUM. .. [opa, JboBb , nopa! Ha ®oMmy Hagexpa naoxa... XOTb A U He
OTCTYN/NIlOCb OT Hero...

— S Ha ®OoMy He paccuuTbhiBana. ..

— DTO Thl HampacHo... Kabbl ymHee bbia — MOXeT, OH Obl He CBUXHynca!.. 4, 6bBano,
BUASA Bac BABOeM, Ayman: «MpuKOPMUT AeBKa Mos nmapHsa K cebe!» AH — nporagan...

OHa 3ajaymanachb, C/ywas ero BHYWMTEsNbHYW peyb. 3a nocsejHee Bpems en, 340pPOBOW U
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CWIbHOW, BCE yaule Npuxoausa B FO/IOBY MbIC/ib O 3aMyXeCTBe, — WMHOrO BbixoAa U3
CBOEro OAMHOYECTBA OHa He Buaena. XenaHve 6pPoCUTb OTUA M yexaTb KyAa-Hubyab,
yTObb YeMy-HMBYAb YyuYMTbCsA, 4YTO-NMBO paboTaTb, — OHA AABHO YyXe nepexuna, Kak

nepexvna OAUMHOKO B cebe MHOro Apyrux XenaHui, CTONb xe Hernybokux. OT
pa3HoObpa3HbIX KHUIM, MPOYUTAHHBIX €0, B HEeM OCTaJICA MYTHbIM OCAAOK, M XOTHA 3TO 6bUIO
HeYTO XMBOE, HO XMBOE, KaK mpoTonnasma. M3 3TOro oCcagka B AeBYlWKe pPa3BUIOCH
YYBCTBO HEYyJAOBNE€TBOPEHHOCTU CBOEN XWU3Hbl, CTPEMIEeHME K JIMYHOWN HEe3aBUCUMOCTMH,
XenaHve ocBoboAMTbLCS OT TSXKesIoOW OMekuM oTua, — HO He ObJI0O HU CWUI OCYWeCTBUTb 3TU
XenaHua, HU nNpeacTaBfeHMss O TOM, KaK OCYWeCcTBAAWTCHA OHM. A Mpupoja BHYylwana cCBoe,
W AeBYyWKA NpU BUAE MOJOAbIX MAaTepen C AeTbMM HA pyKax 4YyBCTBOBAJSA TOCK/IMBOE WU
obuaHoe TomneHue. MOpoOW, OCTAHAB/AMBAACH Nepej 3epKasioM, OHA C FPYyCTbi
paccmaTpuBana nosiHoe, CBexee JIMLO C TEeMHbIMU Kpyramum OKOMO rnas, U el CTAHOBWUIIOCH
Xanb cebs: XM3Hb 0bxoaMT, 3abbiBaeT ee B CTOpPOHE rae-To. Tenepb, CHAywWas peyb
oTua, OHa npeacTaBnsana cebe — KakuMM MOXeT b6biITb 3TOT CMOAMH? OHa BCTpeyana ero
ele rMMHA3MCTOM, OH Toraa 6b1 BeCb B BECHYWKaX, KYPHOCHIM, YUCTEHbKUW, CTemneHHbIn
M CKYYHbIM. TaHWEBas OH TAXENO0 W HeykJloXe, roBOPWI HEUHTEpPecCHo... C TOW nopbl
NPowso MHOrO BPeMeHW: OH 6bl1 3a rpaHulen, y4Yuwncs TaMm 4YemMy-TO, — KAKOB OH Tenepb?
OT CMo/IMHa MbIC/Ib ee nepeckoumna K bpaTy, M OHa C 3amuMpaHuem cepjua noaymana:
YTO-TO OH OTBETUT €M Ha NMCbMO? KaKOB OH? 0bpa3 bpaTa, KakuMMm OHa npeacTaBnsna
ero cebe, 3acC/oHWA npea Henm U oTua U CMOAMHA, W OHA YyXe rosopwia cebe, 4yTo A0
BCTPeYM C TapacoM HM 3a YTO HE COrNACUTCHA BLIMTU 3aMyX, KaK BAPYF OTel KPUKHYII
en:

— 21, JwbaBka! 4YTo 3aaymanacb? Haa 4yem bonbue?
— Tak, — ObICTpO BCE uAeT...— YNblOHYBUMCHL, OTBeTMna Jlioba.
— YTo — 6bICTPO?

— Ja BCe... HeAenw TOMY Ha3aj FoBOpUTb C BaMWM O Tapace Henb3q 6bi10, a Tenepb
BOT...

— Hyxpaa, aeBka! Hyxaa — cuna, CTaJlbHOW MNPYT B NPYXUHY FHeT, a cTajlb — ynopucTtal!l
Tapac? Nornsaum! YenoBek UEHEH MO COMPOTUB/IEHUIO CBOEMY CWUE XU3HWU, — eXenu He
OHa. ero, a OH ee Ha CBOM naj KpyTUT, — MOe eMy noyTeHue! 3-ax, ctap fA! A
XU3Hb-TO Tenepb KyAa Kak bonka cTana! WHTepecy B HeM-C KaxibiM FoaoM BCE
npubaenseTca, — BCE b6onblle CMaky B Hel! Tak 6bl U xun BCE, TaK 6bl BCE U
Jencrteosan!..

CTapuK BKYCHO MOYMOKUBA ry6aMM, noTupan pyku, n rnaskm ero XxXagHo nobneckusanu.

— A Bbl BOT — XWAKON KPOBW JIWAMWKK! Eue He BbIpOCAM, a yx cebs nepepocnu u apabnoie
XKMBeTe, KaK cTapas peAbKa... W TO, UTO XM3Hb BCe Kpaile CTAHOBUTCHA, HEAOCTYMHO
BaM .. 8 WeCTbAeCAT CeMb JieT Ha Ceill 3emsie XMBY U yxe BOT y rpoba cBoero cTow, HO
BUXY B CTapuHy, Korga a Mmosiof 6bi, M LBETOB Ha 3eMm/ie MeHblie 6b10 U He CToNb
Kpacueble UBeTbl 6bM... BCE yKkpawaeTca! 3aaHuMa Kakue nownu! Opyaue pasHoe,
ToproBoe. .. Napoxoauum! yma BO BCe 6e3aHa BNOXeHO! CMOTpUIIb-AyMaellb:

«A pga noan, monoaubi!» BCE Xxopouwo, BCE MPUATHO, — TONbKO Bbl, HACNEAHWUKW Haum, —
BCAKOrO XMBOIFO YYBCTBA JileHbl! KakoM-HMOYAb lWapfiaTaHuWKa U3 MewaH u To bonuyee
BaC... BOH 3TOT.. EXOB-TO — UYTO OH Takoe? A u3obpaxaeT cobow Cyabld Aaxe Hamo
BCEM XWU3Hb — ojapeH cMmenocTbi! A Bbl — Tbhy! Huummm xmBeTe... CoapaTb bbl C Bac
WKYPbl Ala MochkinaTh MO XUBOMY MACY CONbl— 3anpbiraand 6Obi!

SKoB TapacoBMY, MaJieHbKWUWA, CMOPLWEHHbIM U KOCT/IABLIA, C 4YepHbiMM obsioMKamn 3y6oB BO
PTY, JbICBIN U TEMHbIM, KaK OYATO OMnajsieHHbIi XAapOM XW3HW, MNPOKOMNTEBWAA B HEM, BecCb
TpeneTan B MbJIKOM BO36yxAeHWM, ocbinas apebe3xawmmm, Mpe3puTesibHbIMA C/IOBaMyM CBOM
JOYb — MOJNIOAYW, POC/AYW WU MOJIHYW. OHa CMOTpena Ha Hero BUHOBATHLIMU rfia3amu,
CMYLIeHHO Yyblbanacb, U B CepALe ee poC/o YBaXeHMe K XMBOMY U CTOMKOMY B CBOMX
KEeNaHUsAX CTapukKy. ..

A ooMa BCe KyTun u KOﬂO6pOAMﬂ. B OAHOM M3 AOpPOrnMx pecTopaHoOB ropoAa OH nonan B
npuAaATenbCKN panoCTHble 06BATMA CblHA BOJOYHOIO 3aBOAYUKaA, KOTOpPbIK B3AN Ha
cojepxaHue Cauwy.

— BOT 3To BCTpeya! A s 3aecb TpeTuh AeHb NpoejalcChb B TAXKOM OAMHOYeCcTBe... BO
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BCEM ropojie HeT HU OAHOro MOPSAAOYHOro 4yenoBeka, TaK 4YTO A Aaxe C raseTynmkamu
BYepa MO3HAKOMWUACSH... HUYero, HapoA BeCeNbli... CHavyana Urpaam apucTtokpaToB U BCE
(hblpKanM Ha MeHsi, HO MOTOM BCe BApebe3rn HanWIUCb... S BaC MO3HAKOM/IO C HUMWU. ..
TYT OAWH eCTb ()eNbeTOHUCT — 3TOT, KOTOPbLIM BAaC TOrAa BO3BEAUYUA... KAK ero?
YBeCenuTesNbHbIN Manbin, YEpPT ero aepwu!

— A 4YTO AnekcaHapa? — CHApoCW/I ®OMa, HEMHOIO OrJIYWEHHbIA FPOMKOW pPeYbld 3TOro
BbICOKOIO Pa3BA3HOrO MapHsA B MeCTPOM KOCTHOMe.

— H-Hy, 3HaeTe, — nomopwywics TOoT, — 3Ta Bawa AlleKCAHApPA — APAHb XeHwuHa!
Kakas-To — TemMHas... CKYYHO C HeW, 4YEpT ee Bo3bMM! XonoaHasdA, Kak narywka, 6pp!
HeT, A en AaM OTCTaBKY...

— XonoaHas-3TO BepHO, — cKa3an doma U 3aaymasncs.

— Kaxapli 4yenoBeK J[OJIXeH AenaTb CBOe Aen0o cCambiM AydwuMm obpa3om! noyuymTenbHo
CKa3asl CblH BOJOYHOIO 3aBoAYMKA. — M ecnu Thl MOCTynaellb Ha cojepxaHue, TaK Toxe
JOMIXHA UCMOMIHATb CBOW 00S3aHHOCTb KaK Henb3sA Nydlle, KOAM Tbl Nopsiao4vHas
XeHUUHa. .. Hy-C, BOAKMU BbiNbeM?

Beinunn. W, pa3symeeTcs, Hanuiuch.

K Beuyepy B FOoCTUHULE cobpanach 6onbuwas M lWiymMHas KOMMNaHUA, U domMa, NbAHbIA, HO
FPYCTHbIA U TUXMA, TOBOPUS 3aNneTalnWUMCs S3bIKOM:

— 4 TaK MOHMMAW: OJHU NAU-YepBU, Apyrue— BoOpobbu... BopobbM — 3TO Kynupl... OHM
K/IIOIOT YepBeh... TaK YX WM MOJIOKEHO... OHM — HYXHbl... A S U BCE Bbl — HU K YeMmy...
Mbl XMBem 6e3 onpaBAaHUA... COBCEM HE HYXHO HacC... HO M Te... U BCe — A/A 4yero?
3TO HaAO MOHATb... BpaTupl!.. Ha YTO MEHS HYXHO? He HYXHO MeHs!.. YbehTe MeHsd...
yTobbl A ymMep... Xouy, 4TObbl A ymep...

OH nnakan obwuabHbIMU, MbAHLIMM Cne3amu. K HeMmy MnoAceNn KAaKoW-TO MasieHbKWUNA YepHblid
yesloBeYeK, O 4YeM-TO HanoMuMHan emy, fe3 LeNoBaTbCA C HUM U Kpuyan, CTydya HOXOM No
cTony:

— MonyaTb! CNnoBO Chipbl? JlanTe C/IOBO C/IOHAM U MamMOHTAM HEYCTPOMCTBA XU3HMU!
FOBOPUT CBATble peyun cbipasa pycckas coBecTb! Pbium, FopaeeB! Pblum Ha BCE! ..

M OH CHOBA UENNANCA 3a njaeynm ooMbl M fie3 Ha rpylAb K HeMmy, MNOAHUMAA K ero nuuy
CBOW KPYr/yl, YepHyl, /1aAKo OCTPUXEHHYW rO/I0BY, HEyCTaHHO BepTeBlylCs Ha ero
nneyax BO BCe CTOPOHbl, TaK 4YTO dOMa He MOIr PacCCMOTPeThb ero nuua, Cepaunca Ha
Hero 3a 3TO W BCE OTTAJIKMBAN ero oT cebs, pa3fapaxeHHO BCKPUKUBASRA:

— He ne3b! rae y Teba poxa?

BOKPYI HWUX CTOS/ OrNywawwmm, NbAHLIA XOXOT, W, 3aAblXafCb OT Hero, CbiH BOAOYHOIO
3aBOAYMKA XPUMJIO peBesl KOMYy-TO:

— Uan Ko MHe! CTo pybnei B MmecdAl, CTon M KBapTupy! YecTHoe cnoso! Mam! UecTHoe
cnoeo! MAWHb Ha raseTty — A Aopoxe pam!

N BCe KAyanoCb U3 CTOPOHbl B CTOPOHY M/ABHbIMW, BOSIHOOOPA3HBLIMU ABUXEHUAMMU. JIOAN TO
OTAANANNUCHE OT $OMbl, TO NPUBAMXKANMCB K HeMy, MOTOJ/IOK ONyCKancs, a non ABuUrancs
BBEpPX, U dOMe KaszanocCb, YTO BOT €ro cemyac pacniwowuuTt, paspaBUT. 3aTeMm OH
NMoYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MJbIBET KyAa-TO MO HEOOBATHO WMPOKOM U BYypHOW peke, U, WATAACH
Ha Horax, B WCNyre Hayan KpuyaTb:

— Kyaa nnabiBemM? rae KanutTaH? EMy oTBe4an rpOMKMﬁ 6eCCMbICNIeHHbI CMeX MbSAHbIX Jaen
n pe3knun, NpPoOTUBHLIN KPUK YepHOro 4yesioBeyka:

— BepHo-o! Tpe kanutaH?

®OoMa OYHYJ/ICA OT 3TOro Kowmapa B MaNeHbKON KOMHATKe C AByMA OKHaMu, U nepBoe, Ha
4YeM OCTaHOBUIUCHL ero rjasa, 6bi110 cyxoe pepeBo. OHO CTOSAZ10 NOA OKHOM TOJICTbIU
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CTBO/1 e€ro c 06/e3/0M KOpon nperpaxaan CBeTy AOCTYN B KOMHATY, W30rHyTble U 4YepHble
BeTBU 6e3 nuctbeB H6eCCcunbHO pacnpocTepnncb B BO3AyXe WU, MOKauyMBasCb, XalobHO
cKpunenu. llen AOXAb, MO CTEeK/JaM JIWNCb MOTOKW BOAbl, ObLIO CJbILIHO, KAaK OHA TeyeT C
KpblWM Ha 3em/i0 U BCXJMMbIBAeT. K 3TOMY njauyywemy 3BYKY MNpUMeWMBaNCA APYrow,
TOHKUM, TO W AeN0o NpepbiBaBWMNCA, TOPOMAMBLIA CKpUM nepa, no bymare M Kakoe-To
OTpPLIBUCTOE BOpYaHMeE.

C TpyAOM NOBOPOTMB Ha NOAYWKE TAXENyl FonoBy, $doMa yBMAAN MANEHbKOrO YepHOro
yenoBeyka, OH, CuAA 3a CTO/MOM, b6bLICTPO Uapanan nepoM no bymare, 0406puTeNbHO
BCTPSAXUBAN KPYIr/IOW rOSIOBOW, BepTeNn ew BO BCe CTOPOHbI, Mepeaeprusan naevyamm u
BE€Cb— BCEM CBOWM MaJIeHbKUM TeJIOM, OAEeTbIM JiUllb B MOAWTAHHUKU U HOYHYW pybaxy, —
HeyCTaHHO ABWUrancs Ha CTyfle, TOYHO eMmy ObIO ropsvyo cuaeTb, a BCTaTb OH He MOr
noyemy-To. JleBas ero pyka, XyAas U TOHKas, TO Kpenko noTupana nob, To Aenana B
BO3/lyXe KaKkme-TO HeMnoHSATHble 3Haku; 6HocCble HOrM wapkanu no nony, Ha lWwee TpeneTtana
Kakas-To Xuaa, M Jaxe yuM ero ABMranuMcb Korga ero nuvuo obpawanocb kK dome — doma
BUAEN TOHKWe rybbl, 4YTO-TO WenTaBwWe, OCTPbLIAN HOC, peAKue YCUKU; 3TU YCUKWU MNpbiranm
BBEpPX KaxAaplM pa3, Korpa 4venoBeyek ynblbancsa... JiMuo y Hero 6bino xentoe,
MOPWMHMUCTOE, M YepHble, XMBble, bnecTsAwMe rnaskuM Kas3aiuMCb YYXKMMUM Ha HEM.

YCTaB CMOTpeTb Ha Hero, ¢oma CTajn MeA/iIeHHO BOAMTbL rJia3amuM Mo KomHaTe. Ha 6osnbume
reo3au, BOBUTbIe B ee CTeHbl, 6blIM BOTKHYTHl MYYKU ra3eT, OTYEro KasasioCb, YTO CTeHbl
MOKpPbITbl onyxonsmMu. MOTONIOK b6bin OKMeeH Koraa-Tto 6enon bymaron; oHa B3Aynach
nys3sipaMmM, nosonanacb, OoTCTana U BUCena rpsA3HbIMA KJOUYbAMU; HA NOJy Bandnoch
nnatbe, canoru, KHWUru, pBaHas bymara... BcA KoOMHATa npou3Boauna Takoe
BrneyaT/ieHMe, TOYHO ee OoWNnapuam KUMNATKOM.

YesioBeyek bpocun nepo, HAKJAOHWACA HAA CTO/IoM, 6oMKo 3abapabaHun no Kpaw ero
nanbuamm pyK U TUXOHbKO cCllabeHbKWM rOJIOCKOM 3anen:

Be-epu bapabaH — u He bowncsa!
Le-nyn MapKUTAHKy 3By4Hen!

BOT cMbicA rnyboyaniued Haykwu,
BoT cmbich ¢unocopum BCe-en!
ooMa TAXeNo B3AOXHYN W CKa3lan:

— 3enbTepcKkon 6bl BbLIMUTH. . .

— Ara! — BOCKJ/IMKHYN 4YesioBeYyeK fi, CNpbiIrHYB CO CTyfna, OYyTWICA Y AMBAHA, Ha
KOTOpOM nexan éoma. — 340pOoBO, ToBapuu! 3enbTepckom? C KOHbAKOM WU NPOCTO?

— Jlyywe C KOHbAKOM... — CKa3ajJl ®oma, MNOXuUMas MNPOTAHYTYH eMmMy CYXYl U ropsavyl pykKy
M MPUCTANbHO BCMATPUBASACb B /IMLO YesloBevyKa.. .

— EropoBHa! — KpUKHyn TOT K ABepu U, obpaTucb K dome, cnpocun: — He y3Haellb,
doma MrHaTbeBUY?

— TMOMHI0. .. 4YTO-TO... ByATO BCTpeYaluchb. ..

— YeThlpe rojga npojosxanacb 3Ta BCTpeya... HO 3TO AaBHO bbuio! EXOB...

— rocnoam! — BOCKJIMKHYNn ®OomMa C M3yMJIeHMEeM, NPUBCTAB HA AuBaHe. — Jla pa3Be 3TO
Thbl?

- 4, 6paT, cam nopoﬁ He Bepw B 3TO, HO ¢aKT — eCTb He4yTO TaKoe, OT 4Yero ComMHeHue
OTCKaKuBaeT, KaK pPe3unHOBbIM MAY OT Xene3a...

Jinuo ExoBa CMEWHO WMCKAa3UN0Cb, U PYKU ANA 4ero-To Hayaau ouwynbiBaTb rpydb.

— H-Hy-y! — npoTsHyn ¢oma. — BOT Tak nocTapen Tbl! CKonbkKo X Tebe neT-T0?
— TpuauaThb. ..
— A — Kak NATbAECAT... CYXOW, XenTbii!.. BMAHO, He C/NaaKo Xun?

®oMe ObIIO XaNIKo BUAETb BeCesioro M 6OMKOro WKOJIbHOrO TOBapuilla TaKMM WM3HOWEHHbLIM,
XMBYWMM B 3TOW KOHype. OH CMOTpen Ha Hero, rpycTHO Muran rnasamv U BuAen, Kak
nMuo ExoBa MojeprvBaeTCsi, a r/la3ku MblalT pa3jpaxeHueMm. EXOB OTKynopuBan OyTbiUiKy
C BOAOW W, 3aHATHIN 3TUM, MOAYan, CXaB OYTbIIKY KOMEHAMM W TIWETHO HanpArasch,
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yTObGLl BHLITAWMTL M3 Hee NMpPobKy. M 3To ero beccunve Toxe Tporano domy.

— H-pa, obcocana Tebs XM3Hb-TO... A YUYWICSH...— 3aAyMYMBO TOBOPWI OH.

— Men! — ckaszan ExoB, jAaxe nobseaHeBWMA OT yCTalioCTW, MojaBas eMy CTakKaH. 3aTem
OH noTep nob, cen Ha AMBaAH K doMe M 3aroBOpwWN:

— Hayky — ocTaBb! Hayka ecTb OOXeCTBEHHbIN HAaMMTOK... HO MOKa OH elle HerojeH K
ynoTpebneHnio, Kak BOJKa, He OuYMIUleHHas OT CMBYWHOIrO Macia. [ cyacTbs 4esoBeka
HayKa ele He roToBa, APYr MOW... W Yy Jioaen, NoTpebnawwux ee, TOJbKO O/MOBbI
6onAT... BOT KakK y Hac c Tobor Tenepb... Tbl UTO 3TO KaK HEOCTOPOXHO MNbellb?

— A 4YTO MHe JenaTb? — CMAPOCWUS dOMa, YCMeXasiCb. EXOB MbIT/IMBO, MPULYPEHHbIMU
rnasamm nocMoTpesl Ha ®oMy M cKa3lan:

— CconocTaBfAa TBOW BOMpoCc CoO BCeM TeM, 4YTO Tbl BYepa M0N0/, 4yl Aymoﬁ, YTO Thl,
Apyr, TOXe He OT BeCe/lon XM3HWU BecCcenuubcsa. ..

— 3x! — TAXKO B3AOXHY/ doMa, BCTaBas C AMBaHA. — Kakasd XM3Hb? TakK 4TO-TO...
HecypasHoe... XMBY OAMH... HMYEro He MOHUMAKW... MJWHYTb HA BCE XOYeTCH M
npoBanTbCsA 6bl Kyaa-HMbyab! BexaTb 6bl OT BCero... Tocka!

— 3To nwbonbiTHO! — cka3an EXoB, MOTUpas PYKU U BeCb BEPTACb. — IOTO JIOOOMLITHO,
ec/nin 3To BepHo, MbO AOKa3biBaeT, YTO CBATOM AYX HEAOBOSbCTBA XM3HbI MPOHUK yXe U
B Kyneyeckue cCnajibHW... B MepTBeLKUe Ayll, YTOMJEHHbIX B XUPHBIX WaxX, B 03epax 4as
M MPOYMX XUAKOCTAX... Tbl MHE WU3N0XM BCE NO MNOPAAKY... S, bpaT, Toraa pomad
Hanumuwy. . .

— MHe roBOpPWIM, 4YTO Tbl U TO YX HamMCan MPoO MEHS 4YTO-TO? — C JBOMLITCTBOM CHPOCUI
ooMa U ewe pa3 BHUMATENbHO OCMOTpeNn CTaporo ToBapwuwa, He MOHWMas, YTO MOXeT
HanMcaTb OH, TAKOW XaJIKUN.

Hanucan! A Tbl yuntan?

HeT, He J0BesiOCb

A 4yTO Xe Tebe rosopunn?

340poBO, byATO, M3pyran Tbl MeHS.

— 'M... A Tebe He MHTEpPeCHO cCaMmMoMy Mpo4YMTaTb? — JAonpawvMBan EXoB, B ynop
paccmaTpuBas lopaeeea.

— 4 npouuTaw! — obHasexun ero doma, YyBCTBYS, YTO HENOBKO eMy nepea EXOBbIM M 4TO
EXOBa Kak byaTo obumxaeT Takoe OTHOlIEHME K ero NUcaHusaMm. — B camoMm Jefie, — Belb
WHTEPEeCHO, exeNn MPOo MEeHS HanucaHo...— A06aBwun OH, A0BPOAYWHO ynbibascb ToBapwly .

JTa BCTpeya poawsia B HeM Tuxoe, Ao6poe 4YyBCTBO, Bbi3BaB BOCMOMWHAHWMA O AeTCTBe, U
OHU MeNlbKan Tenepb B NaMATU ero, — MeJibKaJin, KaK MaJieHbKune CKPOMHble OrOHbKWH,
nyrnmBo cCBeTa eMy U3 Aan npouwnioro.

EXOB nopowen K CTOJly, Ha KOTOPOM YyxXe CTOosAN KMHSMMﬁ camoBap, MoO/4a Hanun ABa
CTakaHa rycroro, KakK pAeroTb, 4asd M CKa3aja oome:

— Wau, new 4yam... Paccka3biBan!

— MHe Heyero paccka3sbiBaTb. lycTas y MeHS XWM3Hb! Jlydywe Tbl MHe Npo cebs
paccKkaxu... Tbl BCe-Taku, noaum, 6onblie mMoero 3Haelsb. ..

EXOB 3aaymancsa, He nepecTtaBas BepTeTbCA U KPYTUTb ronosoﬁ, B 3aAyMYMBOCTU —
TONMbKO NNMUO ero CtaHoBWJOCb HenoABWXHbIM, — BCe€ MOPUWWMHKMW HA HeM CO6MpaﬂMCb OKOJ0
rna3 m OKpyxXalin unx Kak 6bl nyyamm, a rnasa OT 3TOro yxoaunau rny6me noa nob. ..

— H-pa, s, 6paT, Koe-yTo BuUAeN...— 3aroBOpPW/ OH, BCTPAXMBaAsA ronoBOM. — M 3Haw A,
noxanyu, bonblle, yeM MHe cjlelyeT 3HaTb, a 3HaTh 6osblle, 4YeM HYXHO, TaK Xe BpejHO
AN yenoBeKka, Kak WU He 3HaTb TOM, 4YTO HeobxoaAuMo. PacckasaTb Tebe, Kak a xun?
NMonpobylw HMKOrAa HMKOMY He paccKasbiBas O cebe... NOTOMY YTO HU B KOM He
BO3byxaan uHTepeca... MpeobuaHo XUTb Ha cCBeTe, He BO3Oyxaas B NAAX UHTepeca K
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cebe! ..

— YX 5 Mo /iMuy Aa U Mo BCEMY BUXY, 4YTO Hexopowo Tebe xunocb! — cka3lan ooma,
YYBCTBYS YJOBONbCTBME OT TOr0O, YTO M TOBApMWUY XM3Hb He Cnajka.

EXOB 3a/iNnoM BbiMUA CBOWU qaﬁ, WBbIPHY/ZT CTAaKaH Ha 6nmnue, nOCTaBuUN HOIM Ha Kpaﬁ
cTyna wu, OBHAB KOMEHU pyKamu, nMOAOXKUMA HA HUX HOA60pOﬂOK. B 3ToM no3e, MaJeHbKUMU
n FM6KMM, KaK pe3nHa, OH 3arosopwun:

— CTyleHT CaykoB, ObiBWWA MOW Yy4YUTeNb, a HblHE JOKTOP MeAUUWHbI, BUHTEP WU XoJson,
roBOpUN MHe, 6biBaso, Korjga s XOpOoWo Bblydyy YPOK: «Monogel, Kona! Tbl CNoOCOB6HbIN
MaNbyMK. Mbl, pa3HOYMHUbI, begHble NAM, C 3aJHEro ABopa XM3HU, AO/XKHbl YYUTbCA U
YUYUTbCA, 4YTObBbl CTaTb Bnepeau BCeX... POCCUMA HYXAAeTCHA B YMHbIX U YECTHbIX Jaax,
cTapancsa 6biTb TakuM, WU Tbl byaelwb XO3SIMHOM CBOEW CyAbObl, MOME3HbIM Y1eHOM
obulecTtBa. Ha Hac, pa3HOUMHLAX, NOKOATCA Tenepb AydlMe HaAexibl CTPaHbl, Mbl
npu3BaHbl BHECTU B Hee CBeT, NpasBay...» W TaKk Aanee 1 emy, CKOTWUHe, Bepun... W
BOT C TOW NOpbl MPOUWIO OKOMO ABajLATU JIeT — Mbl, Pa3HOUYMHLbI, BbIPOC/IN, HO yMa He
BbIHEC/IN U CBeTa B XW3Hb He BHeCNN. PoCCUA Mo-NpexHemMy CTpajaeT CBOeN XPOHUYeCKowm
60/1e3HbI0 — U3BLITKOM Mep3aBLEB, U Mbl, PA3HOYUHLBI, C YAOBO/NbCTBUEM MOMOJSHAEM COboMn

WX TOAMbl. MoW yuuTenb, NoBTopsw, — Naken, 6esannuHoe n 6e3monBHoe CyuecTso,
KOTOPOMY rOpOACKOW roJsioBa npuKasbiBaeT, a A — nasau Ha cayxbe obuecTtBy. MeHs,
6paT, 34ecb B ropoae npecneayeTr cnasa... MAy No ynuue W Chbilly — U3BO3YMK FOBOPUT

cBOeMy ToBapwuuly: «BOH ExoB uaeT! 340poBO fnaeTtcA, eaAT ero myxu!» H-pa! 3Toro
TOXe AOCTWUYbL Hajo. ..

Jinuo ExoBa CMOpWWMNIOCb B €Kyl rpumacy, OH 6e33By4YyHO, oaHumn rybamm, 3acmessncs.
®oMe 6Obla HEeMOHSATHA ero peyb, U OH. 4TOD CKa3aTb YTO-HUOYAb, CKa3an Haobym:

— He Tyaa, 3HauyuT, nomana, Kyaa MeTw....
— Jla, s Ayman, 4YTO BbIpacTy MOKpynHee... W BbIpoC 6bl!
®eNIbeTOHUCT BCKOYWSI CO CTyNla M 3aberasn no KOMHaTe. C BU3rOM BOCK/IMLAA:

— Ho 4TOb6 coXpaHWUTb CebS UeNbHbIM AN XU3HU — HYXHbl OrPOMHblE CWbl! OHWM Bbun. . .
Bblla Y MeHsi TMOKOCTb, NIOBKOCTb... S BCE 3TO MPOXUN ANSA TOro, 4Tob HayuyuTbCs
YyeMy-TO... UYTO Tenepb COBCEM HE HYXHO MHe. S M MHOrMe CO MHOM — orpabunu camu
cebsa paau Toro, 4Tobbl CKONUTb YTO-TO A/ XU3HWU... MoayMamn, xenas caenatb U3 cebs
yesloBeKa LEHHOr0, sl BCAYECKM obecueHMBan CBOW JIMYHOCTb... UYTOObl yUMTbCS M He
W3A0XHYTb C rojlofd, f WecCcTb JeT KpAAy obyyan rpamoTe Kakux-To O60/BAHOB U nepeHec
MacCy Mep30CTel CO CTOPOHbl pa3HbiX Nanaw M Mamal, 6e3 BCAKOrO CTECHEHMS YHMXaBWMX
MeHs.. 3apabaTbiBas Ha xneb M 4yan, A He MMen BpeMeHM 3apaboTaTb Ha canoru u
obpawanca B 6naroTeopuTesnbHbie 06WECTBA C MOKOPHEMwMMM NpocbbamMum O ccydax... Ecau
6 Tonbko 6naroTBOpPMTENM MOFAM NOACYMTATb, CKOMbKO AyXa B YyenoBeke ybMBaWT OHM,
noajepxmBas xXM3Hb Tena! Ecnm 6 OoHM 3HANU, 4YTO B KaxAOM pybre, KOTOPLIA OHWU AAWT
Ha xneb, — colepxuTCs Ha AEBSAHOCTO AeBATb Koneek saa ans ayum! Ecnm 6 wmx
pasopBano OT U3bbITKAa UX A0OPOTH M FOPAOCTU, MoYepnaemMord UMM U3 CBOEN CBALIEHHON
pesTenbHOCTM! HeT Ha 3emne 4esioBeka raxe M NPOTMBHEE MOJAWEro MWIOCTbIHIO, HeT
YyesloBEKa HecyacTHee MNpuHMMatllero ee!

ExoB beran no KOMHATe, Kak OXBa4yeHHblM be3ymumem, bOymara noj Horamm ero wypwana,
pBanacb, netena knovybsMu. OH CKpunen 3ybamu, BepTen rojloBoW, ero pyku bonTanucb
B BO3AyXe, TOYHO HAAJ/OMJIEHHbIE KPbUIbs MTULbI. dOMA CMOTPEST HA HEro CO CTpPaHHbIM,
JBOWCTBEHHbIM YYBCTBOM: OH U Xanen ExXoBa, WU MPUSTHO ObIO eMy BuAETb, KakK OH
My4yaeTcs.

A B ropse ExoBa 4TO-TO B3BU3IrMBaJZI0O, KaK HeCMa3aHHaA neTnd.

— OTpaB/ieHHbI A0bpoTOoN nogen, A Normb oT POKOBOW CNOCOBHOCTU Kaxaoro beaHska,
BblbuBawlerocs B NIOAN, — OT CMNOCOBHOCTU MUPUTLCA C MasbiM B oxuaaHuu 6onbliero. . .
O! Tbl 3Haewb? — OT HeAOCTaTKa CaMOOLLeHKM TMbHeT bosblie njen, Yem OT YaxOoTKuU, U
BOT MoyeMmy BOXAW MAcC, 6bITb MOXeT, CAYyXaT B OKOMIOTOYHbIX Haja3upaTtenax!

— UYéPT C HMMM, C OKONOTOYHbIMM! — CKa3an doma, MaxHyB pyKoi. — Tbl Npo cebs
BaNAN. . .

— Npo ceba! 4 — Becb TYT! — BOCK/AWKHYN EXOB, OCTAHOBMBIMCb CPeAu KOMHaThl U
yaapaa cebs B rpyab pykamum. — BCE, 4TO MOr, — Sl yXe COBEpWWn... AOCTUI CTeneHu
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yBecenuTens nybnavku u — 6onblle HMYEro He Mory!

— Tbl noroan-ka! — oxuBuaca éoéoma. — Tbl CKAXM-Ka — @ YTO HYXHO AenaThb, 4YTObbI
CNOKOWMHO XWTb... TO €CTb 4YTObbl CO6OM ObITb AOBOJIbHbIM.

— INA 3TOro HyXHO XMTb 6eCcnokolHo u n3beraTb, Kak AypHoiW bonesHu, naxe
BO3MOXHOCTWU ObITb A0BOJIbHBIM cobomn!

Ana ®OoMbl 3TN C/NOBa NPO3BYy4YasiM NMyCTO, He WEeSIOXHYB B cCepjaue ero HMKakoro 4yyBCTBa,
He 3apoaumB B rosoBe HM OAHOWU MbIC/N.

— HYyXHO XWUTb BcCerjaa B0GNEHHBIM BO HTO-HM6yAb He AOCTYynHOoe Tebe... YenoBek
CTAHOBUTCA Bbllle POCTOM OTTOIN0, YTO TAHETCA KBepXy...

Tenepb, 6pocuMB roBopuTb 0 cebe, EXOB 3aroBOPW WHbIM TOHOM, CMOKOWHee. [OMOC ero
3ByYyan TBEPAO M YBEPEHHO, /MU0 CTANi0 BAXHO U CTPOro. OH CTOAN Cpeau KOMHAThI,
MOAHAB PYKY C BbITAHYTbIM NasibLeM, WU FOBOPWI, TOYHO UMUTaN:

— CaMoJ0BOJIbHbIA YesioBeK — 3aTBepAeBWas Onyxojb Ha rpyaM obuecTBa... OH HabuBaeT
cebsa rpowoBbiIMM WUCTUHAMW, OOrpPbI3AHHBIMM KYCOYKAMW 3aTX/0M MyApPOCTU, W CywecTByeT,
Kak 4ynaH, B KOTOPOM CKynas XO3fIiKa XPaHWUT BCAKWMWA XJlaM, COBEPIWEHHO HEe HYXHbIA en,
HA Ha YTO He TOAHbIN... [OTPOHewbLCs A0 TAKOro 4yesoBeka, OTBOPUWbL ABEPb B HEro, wu
Ha Tebss MaxHET BOHbI pPa3/lOXEHUS, U B BO3AYX, KOTOPbIM Tbl AblMWb, BOJbLETCHA CTpySA
KakoW-TO 3aTXJIOW APSHU... DTU HecYacTHble JIIOAU WMMEHYITCH JIIOAbMU TBEPAbIMA AYXOM,
NOAbMUA MPUHLMMOB U yBexXAeHWN... U HUKTO He XOo4YeT 3aMeTUTb, 4YTO ybexaeHus AN HUX
— TONbKO WTaHbl, KOTOPbLIMA OHU MPUKPLIBAIT HUWEHCKY HaroTy CBOMX AyW. Ha Y3KuX
nbax Takux AeN BCeraa CuUsieT BCEM M3BECTHAas HAAMWUCb: «CMOKOWUCTBUE U
YMEPEHHOCTb», — (anblumMeBasa Haanucb! MOTpu Nbbl UX TBEPAOM PYKOM, U Tbl YBUAMIb
WCTUHHYI BbIBECKY, — HA Hel M3006paxeHo: «OrpaHUYeHHOCTb W Tynoayume»!..

— CKONMbKO BUAEN S TaKuxX fwjien! — C THEeBOM UM yXacoM BCKpu4yan EXOB. CKONbKO
pa3BenoCb 3TMX MeJIOYHbIX JlaBOYeK! B HWUX HaWAewb M KONEHKOP AN CAaBaHOB W AEroTb,
nejeHubl U bypy ana uctpebneHusa TapakaHOB, — HO He OTblellb HAYEro CBEXero,
ropsyero, HuMYero 340poBOro! K HUM MPUXOAMWb C GOMbHOW AYWON, UCTOMSIEHHbIN
OAMHOYECTBOM, — MNPUXOAMUUIbL C XaxXAOW YC/bllaTb YTO-HUOBYAb XMBOE... OHM NpeanarainTt
Tebe Kakyw-TO Tenyil XBauyKy, MNepexeBaHHble MMU KHWXHbIE MbIC/IA, NPOKWUCWME OT
CTapoCTU... W BCceraa 3TWU CyXuWe M XeCTKUE MbIC/IM HACTONbKO MU3EpPHbl, YTO ANf
BbIpaXeHUss MxX noTpebHO OrpoMHOE KOMMYECTBO 3BOHKMX W MyCTbiX C/IOB. Korpga TakoWn
yesloBeK FOBOPUT, MHE KaXeTcsA: BOT CbiTas, HO OMOEeHHas Kasdya, yBelaHHas

bybeHunkamm, — Be3eT BO3 Mycopa 3a FOpPOA M — HecyacTHas! — AOBONbHA CBOEeWH
cyabbon. ..
— Toxe, 3HAuuT, JINIHWE JIIAWU... — CKa3an doma. EXOB OCTAHOBWU/ICA MPOTUB HEro U C

eakon ynblbko Ha rybax ckasan:

— HeT, OHM He nuwHMe, O HeT! OHun cyuwecTBywT AnA o6pa3ua — ANnA yKa3aHuAa, 4YeM A He
JOJIXeH 6bITb. COBCTBEHHO ropopa — Mecto UM B aHATOMUYeCKUX My3edAX, Tam, rpe
XPaHATCA BCeBO3MOXHble YypOoAbl, pa3J/inyHble 6one3HeHHble YK/NOHEHNA OT rapMOHUYHOrIO. ..

B XM3HM, 6paT, HMYEro HeT JINIHEro... B Hel jaxe A HyxeH! ToNbKO Te fwau, Yy
KOTOpPbIX B FPYAM HA MeCTe yMmeplero cepjua — OFpPOMHbIA HapbiB Mep3eunwero
CaMoObOXaHUA, — TONIbKO OHWU — JIMILHME... HO W OHU HYXHbl, XOTA 6bl AnA TOro, 4Tobbl 1

MOl U3/INTb HA HUX MOKW HEHaBUCTb...

BeCb AeHb, BMIOTb A0 Beyepa, KUNATUICHA EXOB, M3pbiras Xy/ly Ha Jfwogen, HeHaBUCTHbIX
€My, WU ero peuyum 3apaxanum oéoMy CBOWM 3JbiM MbIJIOM, — 3apaxasu, Bbi3biBas Yy NapHsA
b6oeBoe 4YyBCTBO. HO NOpoOM B HeM BCMbIXMBANO HejoBepue K EXOBY, M OAHaXAbl OH NPAMO
cnpocun ero:

— Hy... a B rnasa noasM MOXelWb Tbl TaK FOBOPUTbL?
— Mpu BCAKOM yAaobHOM cny4ae... W Kaxjioe BOCKpeCeHbe — B raseTe... Xouellb
noynTawn?

He AOXMAQACb OTBeTa ®OMbl, OH COpPBAjs CO CTeHbl HECKOJbKO JIMCTOB ra3eThl W,
npogonxas 6eratb MO KOMHaTe, CTaJl YATaTb eMmMy. OH pbiYasa, B3BU3rMBaAJI, CMeSsCH,
ockanuean 3ybbl U bbT MOXOX Ha 31y cobaky, KoTopas pBeTcCA C uenn B beccunbHou
ApPOCTU. He ynaBnuBas MbIC/IM B TBOPEHUAX ToBapuia, $doMa YyBCTBOBAN UX AEP3KYH
CMeNioCTb, SAA0BUTYK HACMelWKy, ropsdyw 3706y, u emy 6bi10 Tak NpUATHO, TOYHO €ro B
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Xapkon baHe BeHWKamy Mapwiu.

— JIoBKO! — BOCKIMUAN OH, yNnaBiMBas KaKylw-HWbyAb OTAeNbHyl ¢(pasy. — 340pOBO
nyweHo!

To u peno npep HUM MenbKaln 3HaKOMbie ¢aMMﬂMM KynuoB U UMEHUTHIX MOPOXaH, KOTOPbIX
EXOB A3BWN TO CMe/N0 U pe3Ko, TO MOYTUTEJSIbHO, TOHKUM, KaK urna, xasjom.

0a0bpeHMs oMbl MU ero ropsuuve yaoBONbCTBMEM rfla3a BAOXHOBMASANM ExoBa eue bonee, oH
BCE rpomMye Bbil U pbldas, TO B M3HEMOXEHMM Majas Ha AUBaAH, TO CHOBA BCKakKuMBas U
nopgberas K oome.

— Hy-Ka, Mpo MeHs npoyuMTan! — BCKpuyan doma. EXOB MOPLUICA B rpyle ra3eT, BblpBa
M3 Hee NUCT U, B3AB ero B obe pyku, BCTan nepes $oMOM, WMPOKO PACCTABUB HOMMU, a
®oMa pa3BaNUICA B Kpecsie C MPOAABJIEHHbIM CUAEHbEM WU Chywasn, Yybbasch.

3amMeTKa 0 dOMe HauuMHaNacb OMMUCAHMEM KyTexa Ha njoTtax, U déomMa Nnpu YTeHUU ee cTan
YYBCTBOBaTb, UYTO HEKOTOpble OTAEe/bHble C/0Ba MOKYChiBalOT €ro, Kak Komapbl. JiMuo y
Hero cTano cepbe3Hee, OH HAK/JIOHWA TO/IOBY U YrplOMO MOsYas. A KOMapoB CTaHOBUNOCH
Bce bonblue...

— YX OYeHb Tbl pa3omencn! :— CKa3an OH, HakoHel, CMYylWleHHO U HeaoBOJIbHO. Bejb
OJHUM TeM, 4YTO ONO30pPUTb 4YesioOBeKa yMmeellb, nepej b6orom He BbICNTYXUWbCA . . .

— Monuu! Moaoxam! — kpaTKo bpocun emy EXOB M MPOAO/IXaN YTEHUE.

YCTaHOBMB B CBOEW CTaTbe, 4YTO KyMneu B Jesie TBop4yecTBa 6e3o06bpa3uii M CcKaHAaNoB
HECOMHEHHO BO3BbILAETCA HAA NPeACTaBUTENSAMU APYrUX COCAOBWUA, EXOB CrnpawvBan:
oT4yero 3T0? — M oTBevan:

«MHe KaxeTcCs, YTO 3Ta CKJOHHOCTb K JAMKMUM BbIXOAKAM BbITEKAET W3 HepgocTaTKa
KYNnbTYypbl NOCTOJIbKY Xe&, MNOCKOJ/1bKY o6ycnoaneHa N36bITKOM Heprmm u bespnenbem. He
MOXeT OblTb COMHEHbSi B TOM, 4YTO Haue Kyne4yecTtBO — 3a MaJibiMn UCKHOYEeHUAMU cCocnoBue
Haubonee boraTtoe 340poBbeM U B TO Xe BpeMA HanmMeHee Tpyjadueeca...»

— BOT 3TO BepHO-0! — BOCK/IMKHY/N ®OMa, YAAPUB KYJaKOM MO CTOJYy. — OTO Tak! Y MeHsd
Cuibl — Ha 6bika, a paboTbl — HA BOpPObbBLA. ..

«Kyaa xe AeBaTb KyMUy CBOW 3Hepruw? Ha bupxe ee MHOro He UCTpaTUllb, U BOT OH
pacTtoyaeT M3OLITOK MYCKYNbHOro Kanutana B kabakax Ha KyTexu, He umes
npeacTaBneHnss o6 WUHbIX, Hosiee NPOAYKTUBHBIX W LLEHHBIX AN XU3HU MYHKTAX MNPUIOXEHUs
Ccuibl. OH — ewe 3Bepb, A XU3Hb AJA HEro yxe cTajsa KJeTKOW, U eMy TeCHO B Hel npwu
ero AobpoM 340pOBbe U CKJOHHOCTU K WMPOKOMY pa3Maxy. CTECHEHHbIM KyJbTypoW, OH
HeT-HeT fAa U HazebownpuT. Kyneyeckun pebow — Bcerpa OYHT MJIeHHOro 3Beps.
Pa3ymeeTCcsi — 3TO AYPHO... Ho -ax! — byaeT ewe Xxyxe, Korga 3TOT 3Bepb K CBOeW
cuie MNpUKONUT HEMHOXKO yMa W AUCUMNIUHUpYeT ee! MoBepbTe OH U TOrAa He
nepectaHeT NPOU3BOAUTb CKAHAANbl, HO — 3TO yxe byAyT UCTopuyeckue cobblTusa. U36aBu
Hac, boxe, OT Takux cobbiTun! UOGO OHWU MPOUCTEKYT M3 CTPemNieHUs Kynua Ko BfacTw,
MX Uefbl byaeT BCEMOryuecTBO OAHOIO COC/IOBMA U — He MOCTECHUTCA Kynel B
CpeACTBaxX PaAn 3TON uenu...»

— Hy, 4TO CKaxellb, — BEpPHO? — cnpocun EXOB, Ao4MTaB rasety u 6pocas ee B
CTOPOHY .
— KOHUAa A Heé NOHuMMaw...— oTBeTun éomMa. — A BOT O Ccune -— BepHO!

OH TOpOMN/IMBO U OpAYO BH6pOCMﬂ npea EXOBbIM MPUBLIYHbIE CBOWU MbIC/IN O XU3HU, O
nogax, o ceoen AyuweBHOUM CNYTAHHOCTU U 3aMosYyasl, ONPOKUHYBWUCb HA AUBAH.

H-pga-a! — npoTsAHyn ExoB. — BOT Tbl 40 4yero apones!.. 3To, b6bpaTt, Aeno aobpoe! Tbl
KaK HacyeT KHUXeK? UuTaewb KaKkuMe-HUOyAb?

HeT, He nwbmw! He yuTbBaI. ..

OTTOro M He nwbullb, 4YTO He yuTan...

S paxe 600Cb ynTaTb... Buaen A — TyT OAHA... XyXe 3anos y Hee 3To! U KakoMn
TONK B KHMre? OAMH YenoBeK NpuayMmaeT 4yTo-HUbYAb, a Apyrue 4uMTawT... Koau
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NMbOMbITHO, TaK JIaAHO... HO 4YTOObl YYUTbCHA U3 KHUMU, KaK XUTb. — 3TO YX UYTO-TO
Hecypa3Hoe! Beab 4YesioBeK Hamucan, He 60r, a KakuMe 3aKOHbl U MpuUMepbl YesioBeK
YCTAHOBUTb MOXeT caMm Ans cebsa?

— A EBaHrenue? Ero Hanucanaum Jan Xe.
— TOo — anocCTOo/bl... Tenepb UX HeT...

— Huyero, — Bo3pa3wun genbHo! BepHO, 6paT, anocTONOB HeT... OCTalUCb TONbKO Wyapl,
Ja U TO ApPsAHHEHbKue.

ooma 4YyBCTBOBaN cebs Xxopowo, BUASA, YTO EXOB CAywaeT ero C/oBa BHUMATENbHO U
TOYHO B3BEWMBAET KaxAOe CJIOBO, CKa3aHHOe WM. [epBbii pa3 B XW3HW BCTpe4YasiCb C
TakMM OTHoweHMeM K cebe, doma cmeno u cBOOOAHO M3NMBaN Npej TOBapuUWEM CBOWU AYMb,
He 3ab60TsACb O C/lioBax U YyBCTBYS, YTO €ro MOWMYT, MOTOMY UYTO XOTAT MOHATH.

— A nobonbITHLIM Tbl MapeHb! — cka3an emy EXOB AHA 4Yepe3 ABa Nocje BCTPeYu. U XOoTb
TSXeNI0 Tbl FOBOpUWbL, HO YyBCTByeTCs B Tebe Gonbwas aep3ocTb cepaua! Kabbl Tebe
HEMHOXKO 3HaHWUS MOPSAKOB XWU3HWM! 3aroBopwun 6bl Tbl TOrAa... [AOBOJIbHO IPOMKO, £
aAymarw. .. pa-a!

— CnoBamu cebsi He ocBoboauwb!.. — B3AOXHYB, 3ameTwun ooma. — Tbl BOT KaK-TO
rOBOPUA MpPO Jojgen, KOTopble MPUTBOPANTCSA, YTO BCE 3HAWT M MOryT... S TOXe 3Haw
TaKWUX... KpeCTHbIi MOW, MPUMEPHO... BOT MPOTUB HUX Obl ABUHYTb... WX Obl ynnumTb!..

JOBONbHO BpeAHbld Hapoa! . .

— He npeacTaBnsAiw 4, éoma, KaK Tbl 6yAEMb XUTb, eC/ln CcoXpaHulib B cebe TO, 4TO
Tenepb HOCUWb... — 3aAyMYMBO CKa3an EXOB.

OH TOXe MW, 3TOT MasJieHbKWUWA, OWMAPEHHbIA XU3HbID YenoBeyek. Ero AeHb HayuMHasacs
TaK: YyTpOM 3a 4YaeM OH npocMaTpuBasa MeCTHble ra3eTbl, noyepnaa B HUX MaTepuan Anda
(enbeToHa, KOTOPLIM MUcan TyT Xe, Ha yray crona. 3aTem 6exan B pejakuuio U Tam
pe3an MHoropoaHume rasetTbl, COCTaB/AA U3 BbIPE3OK «ﬂpOBMHuMaﬂbHHe KapTUHKNU» . B
NATHULLY OH AONIXeH 6bl1 MMcaTb BOCKPECHLIM (enbeToH. 3a BCE 3TO eMy MIaTWIN CTO
pybneit B Mecdal; paboTan oH 6bICTpO U BCEé cBObBOAHOE BpeMs MOCBAWAN «0bO3peHul U
M3yYyeHuw 6oroyrofHbiXx yypexaeHun». BMmecTe C GOMOW OH WAANCA A0 rAyboKOM Houu no
Knybam, rocTtuHumuam, TpakTupam, BClOAY 4epnas MaTepuan Anas CBOUX MUCAHUN, KOTopble
OH Ha3blBas «lWeTKamMu AAd YUCTKU oblecTBEHHOW CoBeCTW». LleH3opa OH MMeHoBan —
3aBeAywulnMM pacnpoctTpaHeHnem B XU3HU UCTUHbBI N CnpaBeA/IMBOCTU», a3eTy Ha3biBal
«CBOJHEN, 3aHUMaWLEeNCA O3HAKOM/IeHMEeM yuTaTenda C BPEeAOHOCHBIMU WAEAMM», a CBOW B
Hel paboTy— «npojaxenm Aywn B PO3HULY» U «NOMNON3HOBEHUEM K AepP3HOBEHWUW MPOTUB
6OXEeCTBEHHbIX YUYpexieHUn».

®oMa NJIOXO NOHMManN, Koraa EXOB WYTUT M KOrAa OH roBOpuT cepbe3Ho. 060 BceM OH
rOBOPWUN rOpsSiY0 M CTPAaCTHO, BCE pe3Ko OCyxAan — 3TO HpaBWUAOCb dome. HO yacTo,
HayaB peyb CO CTPACThb, OH TaK Xe CTpacTHO BO3paxan cam cebe u onposepran cebs
WIN 3aKaH4YMBa/l ee KAaKOM-HMObyAb CMEWHOM BbIXOAKOW. Torga ¢ome Ka3anoCb, 4YTO Yy
3TOro 4YenoBeKa HeT HMYero, 4YTo 6bl OH NIOUN, YTO Kpenko cuaeno 6bl B HEM W”
ynpaBnsno uM. TobKO O cebe caMOM OH FOBOPWUN KAKMM-TO OCOObIM rONOCOM, U yeMm
ropsiyee roBopun o cebe, Tem becnouwagHee pyran Bcex U BCE. K doMe OTHOlWEHME ero
6bIIO ABOMCTBEHHbBIM — TO OH 06OApPAN ero, roBops eMy C XapoM U TpeneToMm:

— OnpoBepram u onpokuapiBan BCE, 4TO MOXewb! [opoxe 4yenoBeka HUYEro HeT, Tak WU
3Han! Kpuum BO BCW cuny: cBoboabl! ceoboabl! . .

A Korpga ¢éoma, 3aropasdcb OT XIryuyux UCKp ero pe4yn, Ha4nmHana Me€YTaTb O TOM, KakK OH
Ha4YHeT onpoBepraTtb M ONPOKMAbIBATb nloAen, KOTOpble paan CBOEU BbIFrOAbl HE XOTAT

pacwmMpuTb XM3Hb, — EXOB 4YacTo obpbiBan ero:

— Bpocb! HuMyero Tbl He Moxewb! TakuMx, Kak Tbl, — He Hajo... Bawa nopa, nopa
CW/bHBIX, HO HEYMHbIX, npouna, 6paTt! Ono3aan Tbl... HeT Tebe MecTa B XMU3HMU...
— HeT?.. Bpewb! — Kpuyan ooma, BO3OYXAEHHbLIA NMPOTUBOPEUMEM.

— Hy, 4YTO Tbl MOXelb caenartb?

— A BOT — ybblo Tebsi! — 37106HO roBopwui ®omMa, CKUMaAs KyJak.
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— 3, uyvyeno! — noxumas nneyamum, ybeamMTenbHO U C COXa/leHUEM MPOU3HOCUN EXOB. —
Pa3Be 3TO Aeno? S M TaK W3yBeyeH A0 NOJYyCMepTH. ..

n Bapyr, BOCMN/IaM@HEeHHbIN TOCK/IMBOW 3/10CTblO, OH BEeCb nogeprueanca un roeopwun:

— 0buaena MeHs cyabba mosi! 3auvem s paboTan, Kak MawvMHa, ABEHaAUATb NieT Kpaay?
UTOobbl YyUMTbCA... 3ayeMm A ABeHaAuaTb fieT 6e3 oTabixa rAoTan B FMMHA3MU U

YHUBEPCUTETE CYXYH W CKYYHYW, HM HA YTO HE HYXHYW MHE MPOTUBOPEYUBYID €pyHAY?
Utob cTaTb (enbeToOHUCTOM, 4Tob M30 AHA B AeHb BanaraHuTb, yBecenas NybauKy u

ybexpana cebs B TOM, YTO 3TO el HYXHO, MONE3HO... PaccTpensan s BeCb 3apsai Aywu no
TpU KOMeWKW 3a BhICTPen... Kakyiw Bepy npuobpen a cebe? TonbkKo Bepy B TO, UYTO BCE
B CeM XWU3HU HU K YEPTY He roauMTCs, BCE AOJIXHO ObITb WU3/10MaHO, pa3pylieHo... UYTo A
mobnw? Cebsa... M 4YyBCTBYIW npeaMeT JIoBBUM MOen HeJOCTOWHbIM JbBU MOEeN. . .

OH NMOYTM NNakan U BCE KAaK-TO uapanan TOHKUMU, cnabbimm PpYKaMn rpyab u LWwek cebe.
HO MHOraa WM oBnajeBas NpPUInB 60ﬂpOCTM, M OH roBopmn B UHOM AyXe:

— Hy, HeT, elle MOA NecHs He cnerta! BnuTana Koe-yTO rpydb MOSi, MU — S CBUCTHY, Kak
6uu! Noroau, bpowy raseTy, NpPUMYyCb 3a CEpbe3HOEe AEeN0 W Hanuy OAHY MaseHbKYi
KHUFY... S Ha30BYy ee — «OTX0AHaA»: eCTb Takas MOJMTBA -ee YUTaT Hajl yMUMpPaWWUMU.
N 3To obwecTBO, NPOKAATOE MPOKNATUEM BHYTpeHHero beccunus, nepej Tem, Kak
M3JOXHYTb eMy, MNpPUMET MO KHWUIY, KaK MyCKYC.

Cneas, 3a HUM U CpaBHMBAA €ro peyn, doma BUAEN, YTO M EXOB TaKoW xe cnabbii u
3annyTaBWWICA YesloBeK, KakK_OH cam. Ho peuyn ExoBa oborawanu A3biK ®OMbl, W MOPOW OH
C pajoCTbi0 3ameyan 3a coboli, Kak JIOBKO U CUbHO BbiCKa3aHa UM Ta unu apyras
MbIC/b .

He pa3 OH BCTpeyan y EXOBa KakKUX-TO OCOBEHHbIX /ioaen, KoTopble, Ka3anocb emy, BCE
3HaN, BCE MOHUMANN U BCeMy MPOTUBOPEYUIN, BO BCeM BUAeNN obmaH U danblib. OH
MO/SYa MPUCMATPUBANCA K HUM, MPUCITYWMBANICA K WX C/IOBAM; WX Aep30CTb HpaBWUIach
€My, HO ero CTEeCHAN0 U OTTAJIKUBANIO OT HUX YTO-TO FOpAOEe B UX OTHOWEHUM K Hemy. W
3aTeM eMy pe3ko bpocanocb B rnasa TO, YTO B KOMHAaTe EXoBa BCe ObIM yYMHee U
Nlydlwle, Yem Ha y/Mue U B FOCTUHMULAX. Y HUX BbiM ocobble KOMHATHble Pa3roBOpbI,
KOMHATHblE C/OBA, XEeCTbl, U BCE 3TO — BHE KOMHATbl 3aMEHANOCb CambiM OBbIKHOBEHHbIM,
Yye/loBeYECKMM. MHOrJ4a B KOMHATe OHM BCe pa3ropajiMcb, Kak b6onbluion KocTep, U EXOB
6bln CcpeAM HUX CaMOM SPKOM rONIOBHEM, HOo bneck 3Toro KocTpa cnabo ocBewasn TbMmy
Aywn dombl FopaeeBa.

Kak-To pa3 EXOB cCKa3an emy:

— CerogHs — KyTum! Hawm Habopumku ycTpounu apTenb M bepyT y u3paTens Bcw paboTy

CAENbHO... MO 3TOMy NOBOAY OYAyT CMpbICKM WU A MpuUrnaweH, — 3TO A UM
nocoBeToBa... UaeM? YroCTullb UX XOPOWEHLKO. . .

— Mory... — ckasan ¢oma. EMy b6bsio 6e3pa3fiiMiyHO, C KEM MpPoOBOAWUTb BpeMsi, TAroTuBLIEE
ero.

BeyepoM 3TOro AHSA ¢oMa U EXOB CUAENU B KOMNAHWUW NIOAEN C CepbiMu nuuamm, 3a
ropojoM, y OMywWKW pouwu. HabopuwmkoB 6bIO 4YesnoBeK ABeHaAUuaTb; MPWINYHO OJETble, OHU
JepXanucb C EXOBbIM MPOCTO, MO-TOBApUWECKU, U 3TO HECKOJIbKO YAMBAANO U CMyWano
®OMy, B rflazax KOTOpPOro EXOB BCe-Taku 6bU1 4eM-TO Bpofe XO3fMHA WIW HadasibHUKA
AN HAX, @ OHM — TONIbKO CNyruM ero. OHM Kak OyaTO He 3amevyanu ropaeeBa, XoTH,
Koraa EXOB 3HaKOMW/I ®OMy C HWMW, BCE MOXMMANN €My PYKY W FOBOPWIWU, 4YTO pagbl
BUAETb ero... OH Nler B CTOPOHKe, MOA KYCTOM OpewHuKka, W creann 3a BCemwu,
YYBCTBYS Cebs UYykMM B KOMMNaHMM, 3amMeyasi, YTO M EXOB Kak OyATO HapoyHO oTowen oT
Hero nopganble M Toxe Mano obpawaeT BHWMAHWA Ha Hero. OH 3ameyasn TakKxe, 4YTO
Ma/lIeHbKUI (enbeTOHUCT Kak b6yATo noapirpbiBasics Noj TOH HAbopWMKOB, — cyeTuncs
BMeCTe C HUMW OKOJI0O KOCTpa, OTKynopuBan OYyTbUIKM C NMUBOM, MOPYrMBasiCHA, FPOMKO
XOXOTa/l, BCAYECKM CTapancs b6biTb MOXOXMM Ha HMX. M oaeT b6bin npouwe, yem BCcerga
ojeBancs.

— 23X, bpaTupl! — BOCKAMLAN OH C yAanbCTBOM. — XOpowo C Bamu! BeAb A Toxe
HeBe/IMYKA-NTUYKA... BCEro TOJIbKO CbiH CYAENCKOro CTopoxa, YHTep-odpuuepa MaTBes
ExoBa!

«Ha 4TO 3TO OH roBOpUT? — AyMan éoMa. — Maso /I KTO 4Yel CbiH... He no oTuy noyet,
CTpaHuua 125



¢oma lopaeeB. Makcum Fopbkuit gorkiymaxim.ru
a No ymy...»

3axoAuNo COJIHILe, B Hebe ToxXe Mbiasl OrPOMHbIA OFHEHHbI KOCTep, OKpawvBas obnaka B
LBEeT KPOBM. M3 fleca maxo CblpOCTbi, BEANO TUWMHOW, Y ONYWKU €ro WymMHO BO3WUIUCH
TeMHble GUrypbl nwgen. OAMH U3 HUX, HEBLICOKUMA U XYyAOM, B WMPOKON CONOMEHHOW wnsne,
HaurpbiBas Ha FapMOHUKe, APYroM, C YepHbIMU yCaMM U B KapTy3e Ha 3aTblike,
BMonrosioca noanesan emy. Elle ABOoe TAHY/IUCb Ha nanke, npobysa cuny. HeECKONbKO
dUryp BO3WNOCb Y KOP3UHbl C MUBOM U MPOBU3NEN; BbICOKUN YesloBeK C MoJiyceoln
bopomon noabpachiBan B KOCTEpP CyUbsl, OKYTAHHbIA TAXesnbiM, 6enoBaTbiM AbIMOM. Cbipble
BeTBM, Monajass B OrOHb, XanobHO NuWanM U NOTPECKUBANM, a FApMOHUKA 3a[0pPHO
BbIBOAW/IA BeCesyl Menoauo, U (anbleT nesua MNOAKPENNsAn U JONOMHAN ee BOWKYyWw Urpy.

B CTOpOHe OTO BCeX, Yy 0bpbiBa HEBONbLWOW MPOMOUHbI. YNEriUCb TPoe MOJIOAbIX MapHen, a
npes HUMW CTOSN EXOB M 3BOHKO TOBOPWII:

— Bbl HeceTe CBfAWEHHOe 3Hama TpyAa... W A, Kak Bbl, PALOBOM TOW Xe apMuu, Mbl BCe
C/IlYXUM ee BeJIM4YeCcTBY MNpecce W AO0JIXHbl XUTb B KPEnkKow, MNpo4YyHon Apyxbe...

domMa nepecTan BC/AyWMBATbLCA B peyb TOBapuila, OTB/EYEHHbI APYrUM Pa3rOBOPOM.
FOBOPW/IN ABOE: OAMH BbICOKWI, 4YaxXOTOYHbIM, MJOXO OAETHIA M CMOTPEBWMA CepauTo,
ApYron MONOAEHbKWUWA, C PyCbiMM BoJiocamMu U 6opoaKoW.

— Mo-MoeMy, — YrpoMo M MOKaWIMBas rOBOPW/I BbLICOKWWA, — ryno 3To! Kak MOXHO
XEHUTbCS Hawemy bpaTy? MounayT AeTu — pa3Be XBAaTUT Ha HUX? XeHy Haao ojeBaThb. ..
Ja elle Kakas nonajaeTcs...

— JleBylWlka OHa CJlaBHaf...— TUXO CKa3aJl PYyChbin.

— Hy, 3To Tenepb Xxopowa... OAHO Aesi0 HeBecCcTa, ApYyroe — XeHa... [la He B 3TOM
CYTb... A TONbKO — CPeACTB He XBATUT... WU CaM HaaopBewbcA B paboTe, u ee
3ae34ullb. .. COBCEeM HEBO3MOXHOE Jeflo XeHUTbba Ans Hac... Pa3Be Mbl MOXEM CeMbl
NOAHATb HA TakoMm 3apaboTke? BOT BUAMIWL, — A XEHAT... BCeEro 4yeTbipe roja... a yx
CKOpPO MHe KoHel!

OH 3akKawnancda, Kawnan Aonaro, C BOoeM, U Korga nepecrtan, TO CKa3asa ToBapwuly,
3aablXadacChb:

— BbpoCb... HUYeEro He BbIMAET. . .

TOT rpyCcTHO OonycTwun rojsoBy, a doma noAyman:

«/l1e/IbHO FOBOPUT...»

HeBHMMaHMe K HeMy HEMHOXKO obunxano ero mu B To xe BpemAa Bo36ymnano B HeM 4YYyBCTBO
yYBaXeHua K 3TUM JIIOAAM C TEeMHbIMUA, MNPONUTAHHLIMA CBUHLOBOW Mbl1bl0 JIMLAMU. [lIOYTU BCe
OHM Be/ln AenoBoun, cepbe3Hbln pa3roBop, B pedyax UX CBepKaln KaKune-T1o ocobeHHble
c/ioBa. HUKTO M3 HUX He 3aMCKuBan npej HUM, He Jjie3 K Hemy C HAa30WIMBOCTbIO,
0bblMHON Ans ero TPAKTUPHbIX 3HAKOMbIX, TOBapwulleM No KyTexam. OTO HpPaBWIOCb emy...
«MWb Kakue...— AyMan OH, BHYTpPeHHe ycmexafACb, — UMEKWT CBOW IMoOpAOCTb...»

— A Bbl, Hukonam MaTBeun4y, — paspasncs yen-To Kak 6yATO yKopﬂmmmﬁ ronoc, — Bbl He Nno
KHUXKe CcyauTe, a No XMBOWU npaBpe...

— Mo-o03Bo/bTE, APY3bsA Mou! YemMy BacC y4dyuT OMbIT BawmMx cobpaTun?..

®oMa MOBEpPHYN roJIOBY TyAad, A€ FPOMKO OpaTOpPCTBOBAN EXOB, CHAB WAAMNY W
pa3maxuBas ew Haj rosioBoW. HO B 3TO BpemMs eMy CKa3laiwu:

— MoaBuraMTecb nobnuxke K Ham, rocrnoauMH ropaeeB! Mpea HUM CTOSIT HU3EHbKUUA U
TONCTLIA MapeHb, B 6/y3e M BbLICOKMX canorax, U, AobpoAaywHo ynbibasicb, CMOTpen B
NMLO eMy. doMe MOoHpaBWIaCb e€ro WwMpokasi, Kpyrjas poxa C TOJICTbIM HOCOM, U OH TOXe
C ynblboykon OTBETUN:

— MOXHO M nobnmxe... A UTO — K KOHbAKY He nopa Ham npubnnsmTbca? 8 TyT 3axBaTui
O6yTbUIOK C AeCATb... Ha BCAKME cCiydvad. ..
— Ooro! BupaaTb — Bbl Cypbe3Hbd Kyney... Cenyac s coobuy KoMmnaHuv Bauwy
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AUNJIOMAaTUYECKY HOTY!..

N cam I'IGpBbII;I pacxoxoTanca Haj CBOUMKU CJ/I0OBamMum BeCeJIbIM U FPOMKUM CMexXoM. U doma
3axoxoTan, 4yBCTBYA, KaAdK Ha HeEro OoT KOCTpa WinM OT napHA naxHyno BecCcenbeM U
Tennaom.

BeuepHsAs 3aps TUXO racna. Kasanocb, Tam, Ha 3anaje, ONyCcKaeTCs B 3eM/I0 OrPOMHbIN
NypnypHbLIA 3aHaBec, OTKpbiBasA 6e340HHYy rnybb Heba um — Becensin bneck 3Be3a,
Urpawumx B HeM. Baanu, B TEMHOM Macce ropoAad, HeBMAMMAA pyKa cesdna OrHU, a 34ecChb
B MOMYA/IMBOM MOKOE CTOAN NleC, YepHOW CTeHOM B3ApMAACb A0 Heba... JlyHa ewe He
B3oWna, HaA MoJieM Jiexasn Tembid CyMpak. ..

BCA KOMMaHUA ycenacb B OONbIIOA KPYXOK Henojaneky OT KocTpa; doma cuaen psaoMm C
EXOBbIM CMWUHOM K OrHI U BuUAen npep cobow psAa APKO OCBEWEHHbIX N1, BeCenblX U
NPOCTbIX Bce 6bIMN yxe BO36yXAeHbl BbINMUBKOW, HO elle He MNbAHbI, CMEANIUCb, WYyTWUIU,
npoboBanu neTb U NuUAM, 3aKycbiBas orypuamu, b6enbim xnebom, konbacow. Bce 3To AnA
®OMbl UMENI0 KAaKOW-TO OCObbI, MPUATHbIE BKYC, OH CTAHOBW/ICSA CMefiee, OXBayeHHbIN
obwmm cnaBHbIM HACTpPOeHMeM, U 4YyBCTBOBAN B cebe xenaHwe ckaszaTb 4YTO-HUOYAb
xopoliee 3TuUM NAAM, 4YeM-HUObyAb NOHPaBUTbLCA BCEM UM. EXOB, CUASA PAAOM C HUM,
BO3W/CHA HA 3emse, TONKaN ero nje4yoMm M, MNOTPAXMBAsA rO/NOBOW, HEBHATHO bopmoTan
YTO-TO Noj HOC cebe.

— BpaTupl! — KPUKHYN TONCTbHIM MapeHb. — [aBanMTe rpsHeM CTYAeHYeCKyw... Hy, pas,
aBal..

BbICTPbl, Ka-aK BO-OJIHbI. . .

KTo-To 3aryaen 6acom

J-0HVU-U Hawemn. ..

— ToBapuum! — ckasan EXOB, MOAHMMAAChb Ha HOMM CO CTaKaHOM B pyKe. OH nowaTbiBasCA

onupanca Apyrom pykonm o ronoBy ¢ombl. HayaTas necHs obopeanacb, M BCe MOBEPHY/M
K Hemy roJIOBbI. . .

oo}

— TpyXeHuKkn! Mo3BONbTE MHE CKa3aTb BaM HECKOJIbKO CJIOB.. OT cepaua... S cyacT/vB
Cc Bammu! MHe Xopouwo cpeau Bac... ITO NOTOMY, 4YTO Bbl — JIOAW TPyAd, JIOAU, 4Ybe MPABO
Ha cYyacTbe He MOANEeXUT COMHEHWUI, XOTSA W He npulHaeTcsA... B 340poBOM,

obnaropaxuBawliern ayuy cpeje Balleh, YecCTHble JIOAU, TaK XOpoWo, CBOBGOAHO ApILMTCS
OAVHOKOMY, OTPAB/IEHHOMY XM3HbH YeoBeKY. ..

ronoc ExoBa APOrHyn, 3a3BeHen, W ro/oBa 3aTpsAc/iacb. ®oMa NOYYBCTBOBAN, KakK
YTO-TO TEM/0e KamnHy/l0 eMy Ha pYyKYy, W B3r/ISHYN B CMOpIIEHHOe NMuo EXOBa, KOTOPbIN
npofonxan peyb, B3AparvBas BCEM TeJIOM:

— 9 — He OAMH... HAaC MHOIMO TaKMX, 3arHaHHbIX CyAbbon, pa3buTbix U BONbHbLIX 0AeNn. . .
Mbl — HecyacTHee Bac, MNoToMy 4YTo cnabee U TesioM U AYyXOM, HO Mbl CUNbHee Bac, ubo
BOOPYXeHbl 3HAaHWEM... KOTOpPOe HaM HeKyjaa MPWIOXUTb... Mbl BCe€ C PajoOCTbid FOTOBbI
npuATW K BaM M OTAATb BaM cebs, MOMOYb BaM XUTb... Donblle HaM Heyero genaTtb! Ees
BaC Mbl — 6e3 nouBbl, Bbl 6e3 Hac — 6e3 cBeTa! ToBapuum! Mbl cyabbol camow CO3AadHb
Ans Toro, 4Tob AonosHATbL Apyr apyra!

«Yero 3TO OH Y HMX MNPOCUT?» — AyMman éoMa, C HeAOYMeHMeM ciayuwas peyb ExoBa. W,
ornajpiBas nvua HaboOpWMKOB, OH BMAEN, YTO OHM CMOTPAT Ha opaTopa Toxe
BOMPOCUTENIbHO, HeJOoyMeBawlle, CKYYHO.

— byayuee — Bawe, Apy3bs MOU! — roBopun EXOB HeTBepAO S FPyCTHO NOKayuBan
roJIOBOM, TOYHO coxases O Oyaywem M MPOTUB CBOErO XeflaHWs yCTynas BAaCTb Haj HUM
3TUM JIOAAM. — Byaylulee NPUHAANEXUT JIIOAAM YeCTHOro TpyAad... Benukasa paboTa
npeacToOUT Bam! 3TO Bbl AO/IXKHbl CO34AaTb HOBYKW KYNbTYpy... S — Baw no MJAOTU U AYyXY,
CblH congaTta — npegnaraw: Bbinbem 3a Bawe byayuee! Yp-pa-a!

EXOB, BbINMMB U3 CBOEro CTaKaHa, TAXeNO ONyCTWICA Ha 3emnin. Habopumku ApyXHO
NoAxXBaTWUAN €ro HaAOpBaHHLIN BO3rnac, M B BO3AyXe MNPOKATWICA FpPeMAWUN, CUSIbHbIN
KpUK, COTpsAicas JIMCTBY Ha AepeBbAX.

— Tenepb MNecHwW! — cHoBa MPeAsIOXW/ TOJICTbI MapeHb.

CTpaHuua 127



5 doma ropaeeB. Makcum Fopbkui gorkiymaxim.ru
— JlaBan! — noaaepxanu ero ABa-Tpu roJsioca. 3aBA3aJiCA WYMHbIA CMOP O TOM, YTO MNeTb.
EXOB C/ywan wyM W, MOBepTbiBas FOJIOBOW M3 CTOPOHbl B CTOPOHY, OCMaTpuBas BCEX.

— BpaTubl! — BAPYr CHOBa KPUKHYN OH. — OTBeTbTE MHe... OTBeTbTe Mapol C/0B HA MoWM
npuMBeT BaM. ..

CHOBa — XOTA U He cCpa3y — BCe 3aMonyanun, rnaaa Ha Hero — UuHble C HD6OHHTCTBOM,
MHble CKpbiBas YCMEIKY, HEeKOTOopble C ACHO BblpaXeHHbIM HeyAOBOJIbCTBMEM Ha Nuuax. A OH
BHOBb NOAHANCA C 3eMIn A BO36yXﬂEHHO ropopun:

— 3/lecCb ABOE€ HaC... OTBEPXEHHbIX OT XU3HWU, -A U BOT 3TOT... Mbl 0ba XOTuUM...
OAHOIO W TOr0 Xe... BHWMAaHMA K YeNOBEKY... CHACTbA YyBCTBOBATb CEOA HyXHbIMM
nogam. .. Tosapuum! U 3TOT 6ONbLIWOA U FAYNbLIA YenoBeK. . .

— A Bbl, HMKONam MaTBeuy, He obuxamTe roctda! — paspanca 4em-To rycTom u

HeA0BOJIbHbIM FOJIOC.

— Jla, 3TO nvwHee! — noATBepAUN TONCTLIA NapeHb, MNPUrIacUBLIMA dOMY K KOCTpY. —
3ayem obuaHble cnosa?

TpeTun rosioC rPOMKO U OTYET/IMBO CKa3la:
— Mbl cobpanucb NOBECE/IUTbCA... OTAOXHYTb...

— rnynubl! — cnabo 3acmesncs ExoB. — Jlobpble raynubl!.. Bam xanko ero? Ho — 3HaeTe
N1 Bbl, KTO OH? JTO OAMH M3 TeX, KOTOpble COCYT Yy BacC KpOBb. ..

— ByAeT, HuKonaw MaTBeudy! — KpUKHYnM EXoBY. M Bce 3aryaenu, He obpawas 6onbue
BHMMaHMA Ha Hero. ®oMe TaK CTan0 XaJIko ToBapwuiula, YTOo OH Jaxe He obuaenca Ha
Hero. OH BuMAENn, 4TO 3TU NOAM, 3aAWMLABLME ero OT Hanajok ExoBa, Ternepb HApPOYHO He
obpauainT BHMMaHMA Ha (enbeToHUCTa, WU MNoHMMan, 4YTO, ecan EXOB 3aMeTUT 3TOo, —
6onbHO b6yaeT emy. U, 4yTOb6 OTBNEYbL ToBapwua B CTOPOHY OT BO3MOXHOW HENPUATHOCTHU,
OH TOJIKHYn ero B 60K M ckasan, A0b6poAylHO ycMexXascCh:

— Hy, Tbl, pyratenb, — BbiMbeM, 4YTO NU? A TO, MOXeT, AOMOM nopa?

— JloMoW? Tae AOM y 4esioBeka, KOTOpPOMY HET MecTa cpeau Jiaen? — Cnpocus EXOB U
CHOBA 3akpuyan: — ToBapwwm!

Ero Kpuk yTOHYNn B obuem roeope 6e3 oTBeTa. Toraa OH MOHWK IOJIOBOM M CKa3an dome:

— Ynapem otcwpal. .

— Hy, uaem... XoTsa A Obl ewe nocuaen... JIWOONLITHO. .. BNaropofHO OHM, 4epTu, BeayT
cebda... en-bory!
— S He mory bonble: MHe XO0JIOAHO. .. ®OMa MOAHANCHA HA HOIMMU, CHAN KapTy3 u,

NMOK/TOHUBWACDb Ha60pmMKaM, FPOMKO U BecCeJsio CKa3an:

— Cnacubo, rocnoaa, 3a yroueHbe! MpowanTe! Ero cpasy OKpyxXunu, U pa3aaiuchk
ybeanTenbHble ronoca:

— NopoxauTte! Kyna Bbl? BOT cnenu bbl BmecTe, a?

— HeT, HaAoO WATMK... BOT M TOBApuWy OAHOMY HEJIOBKO... MPOBOXYy... Beceno Bam
nMpoBaThb !

— 23X, noAoxaanu 6bl Bbl!.. — BOCK/MKHY/N TONCTHI NapeHb M TUXO WenHyn: — Ero MOXHO
OLHOIO NPOBOAUTH... YaxXOTOYHbIN TOXE CKa3aN TUXOHbKO:

— Bbl OCTaBamTecCb... A Mbl €ero A0 ropoAa NPOBOAUM, TaM Ha M3BO34YMKa U rOTOBO!

dome XOTeslIoCb OCTAaTbCA U B TO Xe BpewmsA 6bi710 60A3HO Yero-To. A EXOB MOAHANCA HA
Horm n, BUeNUBWNCbL B pyKaBa ero najabTo, ﬂpO60pMOTaﬂ:

— Mnpe-eMm... YépT C Humu!

— Jlo cBupaHusa, rocnoaa! Momay! — ckasan ooma M nowen nNpoYb OT HUX,
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COMpPOBOXAAEMbii BO3rjlaCcaMu BEXJ/IMBOrO COXasieHus .

— Xa-xa-xa! — paccmesncs EXoB, OTOWAS OT KOCTpa WAroB Ha ABajauaTb. MPOBOXAWT C
npuckopbuem, a camm pagbl, YTO S ywen... S UM Mewan npeBpaTUTbLCA B CKOTOB...

— JTO BEpHO, 4YTO Mewasn... — cka3an ¢omMa. — Ha 4TO Tbl peun pa3Boauwb? Jiioau
cobpanucb nNoBecenuTbCA, a Tbl KAAHYMUBL Y HUX... UM OT 3TOro CKyKa...

— Monuu! Tbl HAYEro He MoHMMaelWb! — pe3Ko KPUKHYN EXOB. — Tbl AyMmMaelWb — S MbAH?
3TO Teno Moe NbAHO, a Aywa — Tpe3Ba... OHAa BCcerja Tpe3Ba M BCE YyBCTByeT... O,

CKOJIbKO THYCHOIMO Ha cCBeTe, TYynoro, xajakoro! W nwanm 3Tu, raynoble, Hec4YacCTHble
nogn. ..

EXOB OCTaHOBWUNCA W, CXBAaTUBWUCb 3a IOJIOBY pyKamMu, NOCTOAN C MUHYTY, NowaTbiBasACb
Ha HoOrax.

— H-pa-a! — npoTaAHyn ®omMa. — OYeHb OHM He MOXOXM Ha APYrux... BexauBsbl... Focnoga
BpOAE... W paccyxfawT NpaBWIbHO... C MOHATUEM... A BeAb NpPoCTO pabouwne!..

Bo Tbme c3aau uX FPOMKO 3anesin XOopoByl NECH0. HeCTDOﬁHaﬂ CHa4yana, oHa BCEé pocna
M BOT nonunacb WKpPOKou, 6OApOM BO/IHOM B HOYHOM, CBeXemM BO34yXe HaA NyCTbiHHbIM
nonem.

— 0 boxe moi! — B3JOXHYB, CKa3an EXOB FpyCTHO M TUXO. — K yeMmy npunenutbCs
AYWON? KTO YTONUT ee xaxay Apyxbwl, 6bpaTtcTBa, nobeBu, paboThl YNCTOW U CBATOU?..

— DTW NpoCTbie NaN, — MeAJIeHHO U 3aAyMYMBO FOBOpWUSI doMa, He BCAYWMBAACH B peyb
ToBapua, MOrJioWeHHbIN CBOUMU AyMaMu, — OHU, eXesin MPUCMOTPETbCA K HWUM, HuYero!
Jlaxe oYeHb... JIbONbITHO. .. MyXuMKU-pabouue... exenn ux Tak nNpocTto bpaTb — BCé
paBHO KaK fowaau... Be3yT cebe, nbIXTAT...

— BCI0 HalWy XW3Hb OHM Be3yT Ha CBOMX ropbax! — c pasapaxeHueMm BOCKIUKHYN EXOB. —
Be3yT, KaK /loWaju... MOKOPHO, Tyno... U 3Ta UX MOKOPHOCTb — Halle HecyacTue, Hale
npoknsaTue. ..

OH, nowaTbiBasCb, AOJr0e BpeMsa Wej Moa4Ya M BAPYr KAKUM-TO FAyXuMm, 3axebbiBawommcs
rON0COM, KOTOPbIA TOYHO M3 XMBOTA Y HEro BbLIXOAMA, CTan yYMTaTh, pa3maxueas B
BO3AyXe PYKOW:

S XKM3HbI XECTOKO 06MaHyT,

M cTonbko A bea nepeHec... .
— 3To, 6paT, MOM CTUXM, — CKa3aN OH, OCTAHOBMBWMCb U FPYCTHO MNOKA4YMBaAsA FOJSIOBOW.
— Kak Tam jpanbwe? 3abbii... 3-3x!

B rpyau HUKOrAa He BOCMPSAHYT

Pou norpebeHHbIX B HeWl rpes...

— BpaT! Tbl cyacT/iMBee MeHs, MOTOMYy 4TO — [Jym...

— He ckynuM! — c pasapaxeHuem cka3an ooma. — BOT Ciywan, Kak OHWU MOWT...
— He X04y CnywaTb YYyXWUX MECEH...— OTpuMUATe/IbHO KayHyB rOJioBOWM, CKa3an EXoB. — Y
MeHSA eCTb CBOfl... W OH 3aBbil AUKWUM FOJIOCOM:

B AylWw-lWle HMKOraa He BOCNpPA-aHyT

P-pou norp-pebeHHbIX B HeW rpes...

UX MHO-oro Ta-am!

EXOB 3anjakajs, BCXAUMNbiBadA, KaK XeHWWHa. dome Obio XaJlKO ero U TAXKeNo C HUM.
HeTepnenuBo AepHYB ero 3a njeyo, OH CKasan:

— NepecTaHb! Monaem... SKUA Tbl, bpaT, cnabbim... CXBATUBWMCb PyKamu 3a FOJIOBY,
EXOB BbINPSMUJI COrHYTOE€ Tesio, HanpsArcs M CHoBa TOCK/JMBO W AWKO 3anen:

UX MHO-Oro Ta-am!

Ckfnen uM Tak Te-eceH!

S B caBaHbl pupM ux ope-en...
M MHOMO Haj HUMKW A NeceH
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MeyasibHbIX WU FPYCTHbIX Mpo-one-en!
— 0 rocnoau! — C oTYyasAHWEM B3AOXHYN doMa. M34anM K HUM Mjblla CKBO3b TbMYy MU
TUWMHY FPOMKas XOpoBas MeCHS. KTO-TO MPUCBUCTbLIBAN B TaKT MpuneBa, U 3TOT OCTPbLIA,
PEXYWMN YXO CBUCT OBroHAN BOJIHY CW/IbHbIX FOJIOCOB. ®OMa CMOTpen Tyiaa U BUAEN
BbICOKYI W YepHYyWw CTeHy fleca, fpKoe, Wrpawijee Ha Hel OrHeHHoe MATHO KOCTpa U
TyMaHHble (GUIypbl BOKpYr Hero. CTeHa neca 6b1a — Kak rpyab, a KOCTep — C/IOBHO
KpoBaBasi paHa B Hel. OXBayeHHble ryCcTOWw TbMOW CO BCEX CTOPOH, /aM Ha (oHe neca
Ka3aJnMcb ManeHbKWMM, KaK AEeTU, OHW KaK bbl Toxe ropenu, obnuTble njaameHeM KocTpa,
B3MaxXMBaM PyKamm U Mefn CBOW MECHW TPOMKO, CWIbHO.

A EXOB, CTOA pAaAoM C ®OMON, BHOBb 3aKpunyan pbigawoliuM rosocom:

Mpo-onen — U Tenepb He Hapyuy

A 6onblle UX MepTBOro CHa...

rocnoab! ynokou mo-ow ay-yuy!

OHa-a b6e3Haje-exHo-o0 bonbHa-al!..

rocnogb... YNOKOW MO-0l0 Ayly

®oMa B3APOrHY/s MPU 3BYKAX MpPAYHOro BOSl, a MaNeHbKUN (PenbeTOHUCT UCTEepUYEeCKU
B3BU3THYN, NpPAMO rpyAbild BpPOCUMICA HA 3emnio U B3pbiaas Tak XalobHO M TUXO, Kak
nnayyT 0OoJsibHble AeTwu. ..

— Hukonam! — roeopun ooma, noaHMMas ero 3a njeyum. — lepecTaHb, — UYTO Takoe?
ByAeT... KakK He CTblgHO!

Ho ToMy 6bil0 He CTbIAHO: OH buncA Ha 3emse, Kak pbiba, BbiXBayeHHAs W3 BOAbl, a
Korpa ¢oma MOAHS/ ero Ha HOMM — KPenko MpuXKancs K ero rpyaud, OoxBaTuB ero boka
TOHKMMU pyKamuM, U BCE nnakan...

— Hy, nagHo! — roBopu/i ®oMa CKBO3b KPEMKO CxaTble 3ybbl. — ByaeT, MWIbIA. ..

N BO3MYLEHHbIN CTpajaHNEM U3MYy4YeHHOrO TeCHOTOW XW3HW YesioBeKa, MOJHbIM obuapl 3a
Hero, OH, B MOpbIBE 3/IOM TOCKWU, TYCTbIM U TPOMKWMM IOJIOCOM 3apbidan, obpaTuB NULO
TyAd, rAe BO TbMe CBepKalM OrHM ropoaa:

- 0, yepTu... aHadems!!

XI

— JwbaBka! — ckasan oaHaxAabl MasikuH, Npuas AOMOM C OUpPXM, — CeroaHs Be4vyepoMm
NPUroTOBbCSA — XeHUXxa npuBe3dy! 3aKyCO4YKy Ham yCTpow noconuaHee. Cepebpa cTaporo
nobonbwe BbICTABb HA CTON, Ba3bl ANA (OPYKT TOXe BbiHb... YTOH6 B HOC emy bpocuncs
Haw cTon! Myckam BUAMT, — Y HAC 4YTO HM Belb — PeAKOCTb!

JwboBb, CUAS Y OKHA, WTOMasa HOCKU OTuUA, W rosioBa ee 6bla HM3KO onyljeHa K
paboTe.

— 3ayeMm BCé 3TO, nanawa? — C HeEyAOBOJIbCTBMEM WU obuaon cnpocuia OHa.

- A — pna coyca, Ana BKyca.!.. W ana nopsaaka... MoToMy — jeBKa He fowadb, 6e3
cbpyn c pyk He cbyjelsb. ..

JoboBb HEPBHO BCKWHYNA roJioBy U, BpocuB npoyb OT cebs paboTy, KpacHas oT obuabl,
B3r/sHy/sa Ha OTUA... M, CHOBA B3AB B PYKWM HOCKM, elle HMKe ONyCcTuaa Haj HUMU
rosoBy. CTapuMK pacxaxuBan Mo KomHaTe, o3aboyeHHO nojeprvBas pykow bopoaky: rnasa
ero cMoTpenu Kyaa-To Aaneko, U 6bi1o BUAHO, YTO BeCb OH MOrpy3wics B 6osblyl.
CJZIOXHYI AyMy. [leByllKa MOHANA, YTO OH He byaeT CAywaTb €e U He 3axo4yeT MOHATb
TOro, KakK YHU3WUTEeNbHbl AN Hee ero cnoBa. Ee poMaHTUYECKMe MeyTbl O Myxe-Apyre,
06pa30BaHHOM YesIOBEKe, KOTOpbiM YMTan 6bl BMECTE C Hel YMHble KHUXKM M NnoMor 6bl en
pa3obpaTbCs B CMYTHbIX XenaHuAx ee, — 6blAM 3ajywleHbl B HEM HEMPEK/IOHHbIM pelleHnem
oTua BblAaTb ee 3a CMO/IMHA, OCENM B Aylle €e FOpbKMM OCaAKoM. OHa MpuBbIKIA
CMOTpeTb Ha cebsa Kak Ha YTO-TO fNyuylee U Bbicliee OBbIKHOBEHHON AEBYWKU KYNeyeckoro
COC/IoBUA, KOTOopas AyMaeT TOJbKO O HApAAAX W BbIXOAUT 3aMyX MOYTU BCeraa no
pacyeTam poauTenen, peako no CBObOAHOMY BjieYeHMI0 cepaua. W BOT Tenepb OHa cama
BbIXOAUT NUlIb MOTOMY, 4YTO — Mopa, W MOTOMY elle, YTO OTLY €e HYXHO 35TS, NpeeMHuUKa
B JAenax A oTeu, BUAMMO, AyMaeT, 4yTo cama no cebe oHa ejaBa M cnocobHa NpuBneyb
BHUMAHWE MYX4YUHbI, U YKpalwaeT ee cepebpom. Bo3MmylleHHas, OHa Kosiosia cebe nasnblpbl,
noMana Wronaku, HO Mo/n4Yana, XOpowo 3Has, 4YTO BCE, YTO MOXET CKa3aTb OHa, — cepaue
oTUA €e He YC/blMT.
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A CTapuK pacxaxmBaB MO KOMHATe W TO BMOJIFr0JIOCA HamneBas MCajiMbl, TO BHYWWTEJNIbHO
noyyan AOYb, KaK HYXHO €l AepXaTbCA C XEHMXOM. U TYT Xe OH YTO-TO BbICUMTHIBAN Ha
nanbuax, XMypuncs u yneibancs

— T3K-c!.. «Cyaun MeHsA, boxe, U pacCyau MNp MOW... OT 4YejloBeKa HenpasBejHa U
NbCTUBa M36aBU MA...» H-pa-a... MaTepuHbl U3ympyapl HajeHb, JI0OOBb. ..

— ByaeT, nanawa! — BOCK/MKHYNa AEBYyllIKAa C TOCKOM. — OCTaBbTe, noxanymucra...

— A Tbl He bpbikancsa! Cnywan, 4yemy y4yaT .. M OH CHOBa MOrpyxancsa B CBOW pacyeThl,
npuvilypuBas 3e/ieHble Fna3a U urpas nanbuamm y cebs npep nvUOM.

— TpuauaTb MNATb MPOLEHTOB BbIXOAUT... XY/IUK-NapeHb!.. «Moenu cBeT TBO-OM U UCTUHY
TBOKW...»

— Nanawa! — yHbIIO U C 6OSA3HLI BOCKAWKHYNa J1boBb .

— ACb?

— Bbl... BaM OH HpaBuTCA?

— KT0?

— CMONWNH. ..

— CMONMH? H-Aad... OH — We-efibMa... AeNbHbIA NapeHb... Hy — A ywen... Tak Tbl TOBO,
— BOOpYXuUCb! ..

OCTaBWMCb oAHa, JwboBb bpocuna paboTy M MPUC/IOHWIACH K CMAWHKE CTysa, MJIOTHO
3aKpblB rna3a. Kpemnko cxaTble pyKU ee Jiexasm Ha KOMEeHAX, M Najblbl UX XPYCTenu.
MosiHas ropeybw OCKOPHIEHHOro camonbus, OoHA 4YyBCTBOBAjsA XYTKUM CTpax npej
byayuum M 6e3MONBHO MOAUNACH:

«0, boxe mon! O, rocrnoam!.. Ecnm 6 OH 6bl1 NOpsAAOYHbIA 4YenoBek!.. Caenan, 4yTob OH
6bl1 NOPAAOYHbIA. .. CEpAeyYHbi... O, 6oxe! MPUXOAMT KaKOW-TO MyX4YMHA, CMOTPUT
TEbA... N HA gonruve roapl bepet cebe... Kak 3TO NO30OPHO M CTpaAllHO... Boxe MmoW,
boxe!.. MocoeeToBaTbCA 6bl C KeM-HMOYAb... OAHA... Tapac XOTb Obl...»

MpuM BOCMOMMHAHUM O bpaTe e cTano ewe obuaHee, eue bonee xanb cebda. OHa Hanucana
Tapacy AIMHHOE NUKywllee NMUCbMO, B KOTOPOM roBopwia O CBoel JibBU K HeMy, O CBOUX
HajexjaxXx Ha Hero, ymonss 6bpaTa cKkopee npuexaTb MNOKUAATHLCA C OTLOM, OHa pucoBana

eMy njaHbl COBMECTHOW XW3HW, yBepsAna Tapaca, 4YTO OTel-YMHMLA WU MOXeT BCE MOHATb,

paccka3biBana 06 ero oaMHoyecTBe, BOCXMUANACh €ro XM3HECNOCOBHOCTbLI U XasioBanach

Ha ero OTHOlWeHWe K Heu.

[lBe Hejenu oHa C TpeneToMm xjana OTBeTa WM Koraa, MoJyyuMB, npouyuMTana ero, TO
pa3peBenacb A0 UCTEPUKU OT PaAOCTU U pa3o4vyapoBaHUs. OTBET Obl1 CyX U KpaToK; B
HeM Tapac u3Bewan, 4To 4yepe3 Mmecsl byaeT no penam Ha Boare u He MNpeMUMHET 3aWTU K
oTLYy, €C/M CTapuK NPOTMB 3TOr0 AENCTBUTE/IbHO HMYEro He MMeeT. MUCbMO 6bino
XONOJHO; OHAa CO C/le3aMuM HEeCKONbKO pa3 nepeyuTbiBasna €ro, M Mana M KOMKana, HO OHO
He CTaNio TenJsiee OT 3TOro, a TOJIbKO B3MOKJO. C JIMCTOYKA XECTKOW Mo4YTOBOWM bymaru,
MCNNUCAHHOI0 KPYMHbIM, TBEpPAbiIM NMOYEPKOM, HA Hee KaK Obl CMOTpeno CMopLeHHoe,
HeOBepPYMBO HAXMypeHHoe NINLO, XyAOoe W yrjoBaToe, KakK /MLO oTua.

Ha oTua NUCbMO CbiHA MPOW3BESI0 WMHOEe BMeyaT/ieHMe. Y3HaB, 4YTO Tapac Hanucan, CTapuk
BECb BCTPENEHY/ICA U OXKUBMEHHO, C KaKOW-TO 0cCobeHHOW ynbiboykow TOpPONnMBO
obpaTunca kK goyepu:

— Hy-Kka, pam-ko ciopa! Mokaxm-ko! Xe! MouymTaeMm, KakK YMHUKM NUWYT... FAe OYKU-TO?
«floporaa cectpal!» H-pa...

CTapukK 3amosyas, npoyuTan npo cebs nocnaHue CblHa, MNONOXun ero Ha CTOoNn U, BbICOKO
noaHAB 6pOBM, C YAMUBJI€HHbIM JIMLOM, MOJN4Ya npowesca nNo KomHaTe. [OTOM CHOBa
npoyntan nNUCbMoO, 3aAyMUYMBO NOCTYKasl nanbulaMn no CTONYy U U3PEK:

— Huyero, — nucaHue ocHoBaTesibHOe... 6e3 JUWHUX CNOoB... YTO X? MOXQT, n B CamMOM
Aene okKpen 4enoBeK Ha XxoJsiofe-TO... XoJjioga TaM cepauTbie... [lyCKaun npuejper...
nornsaum. .. JiwbonbiTHO,.. H-pa... B ncanMe JlaBUaoBe CKa3aHo: «BHerga BO3BpPATUTUCA
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Bpary Moemy BCMNSTb...» 3abbUl, Kak ganblle-To... «Bpary ocKynewa OpyXusi B KOHel. ..
n norvbe nNamaTb €ro C WYMOM...» Hy, Mbl C HUM 6e3 WyMa MOTONKYEM. ..

CTapuK CcTapaica roBOpPUTb CMNOKOWHO, C NpeHebpexuMTenbHOM YCMelKOM, HO YyCMellka He
BbIXOAM/IA HA SMUEe Y Hero, MOpIMHb BO3OYXAEHHO B3Aaparueanv, WU rna3ku cCBepkanu
KaKk-To 0cobeHHOo.

— Tbl eMmy eiwe Hanuvuv, JwbaBka... Bansai, MOJ, CMeNo npuesxamn!

JwboBb Hanucana Tapacy elje, HO yxe 6osiee KpaTKoe W CMOKOWHOE MUCbMO, W Tenepb CO
JHSA Ha JeHb Xjana oTBeTa, MbiTasAChb NPeAcTaBUTb cebe, KaKWMM JONXeH ObITb OH, 3TOT
TaMHCTBEHHLIN BpaT? PaHblle OHA AymMasia O HeEM C TeMm 6/1aroroBenHbIM yBaxeHuem, C
KakuMm Bepywlpe AymMawT O MOABUXHMUKAX, NOAAX NPaBefHOW XU3HU, Tenepb en cTasno
60513HO ero, MH6O OH LLeHOW TsAXesblX CTPaAaHWMA, LLEHOWw MONOAOCTU CBoen, 3arybneHHom B
CCbiKe, npuobpen npaBo cyja Haj XU3Hb U NOAbMU... BOT NpueseT OH U CNPOCUT ee:

«UTO Xe, Tbl CBODOOAHO, MO JIOOBM BBHIXOAMIIL 3AMYX?

OlHa 3a ApYyrov B roJIOBE AEBYWKW POXAANIUCb YHbUIbIE AYMbl, CMyWaan U My4YUIn ee.
OXxBayeHHass HepPBHbIM HAacTpoeHuMeM, bnM3kas K OTYasiHMI M ejBa CAepkKMBas Cnes3bl, OHa
BCe-TaKW, XOTS WU MOJNYCO3HATeNbHO, HO TOYHO WMCMOJIHWIA BCe yKa3aHus oTua: ybpana
CTO/M CTApWHHbIM CcepebpomM, oaena lWesKoBOe NaaTbe LBeTa CTajau U, Cuas nepea
3epKaJiom, CTajlla BAEBATb B YUKW OrPOMHble U3YyMpyAbl — GAaMUbHYKW APArOLEHHOCTb KHA3eMn
FPY3MHCKMX, OCTaBWYyKWCs y MasKuHa B 3akiaje BMeCTe CO MHOXECTBOM APYrUX PenKux
Belen.

rNaas B 3epKasio Ha CBOe B3BOJIHOBAHHOE JINLO, HAa KOTOPOM KPYMHbleE U COYHble ry6bbl
Kasaiucb ele KpacHee OT 0/ielHOCTM WeK, OCMaTpuMBas CBOW MblWHbIA OWOCT, MJOTHO
OOTAHYTHIA WENKOM, OHAa NMOYYBCTBOBa/sla Cebss KpacMBOM M AOCTOMHOM BHMMaHus nioboro
MYXYMHbl, KTO Obl OH HM bOblN. 3eneHble KamMHM, CBepKaBWME B ee ywax, ockopbnanu ee,
Kak nuvwHee, U K TOMY Xe el MnokKa3aNoCb, YTO UX Urpa JIOXKMTCH el Ha WeKn TOHKOW
XeNTOBaTOM TeHblo. OHa BbiHYJlA U3 YyWeW U3yMpyAbl, 3aMeHWB WX MaJieHbKuMKU pybuHamm,
aAymas o CMOJIMHE — 4YTO 3TO 3a YesioBeK?

MOTOM el He MOHPABUIUCL TeMHble KPYru Moj rna3amm, U OHa cTana TuaTeNbHO OChiNnaTh
X NyApol, He nepecTaBas AyMaTb O HeECYACTUM ObITb XEHWMHOM U ynpekasa ceba 3a
b6e3Bonne. Korga naTHA OKOJMO a3 CKPbIMChL Moj cnoem 6enun v nyapsi, Jiobosu
nokasaNnocb, YTO OT 3TOro rnasa ee nAuuMIncb 6recka, U oHa cTepnia nyapy...
nocneaHun B3rnsaj B 3epKkaso ybeaun ee, 4TO OHa BHYWMUTENbHO KpacuBa, Kpacusa
JOBPOTHOM U NMPOYHOM KPACOTOM CMOSIMCTOM COCHbI. ITO MPUATHOE CO3HaHWE HECKOJIbKO
YCMOKOUNO ee TPeBOry WU HepBO3HOCTb; OHA Bbillla B CTOJIOBYKW COJINAHON MOXOMAKOMN
boraton HeBecTbl, 3Hawuen cebe ueHy.

OoTey, U CMOJZIMH yXe Npuwin.

JboBb HA CeKyHAY OCTaHOBWMACb B ABepsX, KPAaCMBO MPUWYPUB rnasa U ropao Cxas
rybol. CMOJIMH BCTaN CO CTyJa, lWArHy/J HaBCTpe4vyy er U NoUYTUTEsNIbHO MOKJIOHUNCA. En
MOHPaBWICA NOKJIOH, MNOHPaBWICA U CHOPTYK, KPACMBO CUAEBWMA HA FMOKOM Tene
CMONMHA. .. OH MaJi0 U3MEHWU/ICA — TaKOW Xe pPbiXUM, Faflko OCTPUKEHHbIM, BeCb B
geCHyMKax; TONbKO YCbl BbIPOC/IN Y HEro AJ/INHHbIE W MblllHble Ad Fna3a CTaauM Kak byaTo
oJblle.

KakoB CTaNn, 37 — KPWUKHYN MasikuH Jo4Yepu, yKa3sbiBas Ha XeHuxa

A CMOJIUH XaN el pyKy u, ynblbasicb, roBOpwWS 3BYYHbIM BGAPUTOHOM:

C-Melw HajeATbCA — Bbl He 3abblinm cTaporo ToBapuua?

— Bbl Nocsfie noroBopuTe, — CKa3an CTapuK, ollynbiBas A0Yb rFnasamm. — Tbl, Jiwbasa,
noka pacnopsaaucb TyT, a Mbl C HUM AOKOHYMM OAMH pa3roBopeu. Hy-Kka, AQpuKaH
MUTPUY, U3BACHSAN. ..

— Bbl U3BUHUTE MeHA, JIboBb AKOBNEBHA? — JITACKOBO CMNPOCUN CMOJIUH.

— MNoxanynucTta, He CTeCHAWTecCcb, — cKa3ana JiwboBb. «Bex/uB!» — oTMeTW/Ia OHa U,

pacxaxuBas Mo KOMHaTe OT CTofa Kk bytheTy, cTana BHUMATENbHO BCAYWMBATLCA B peyb
CMOMMHA. [TOBOPWA OH MAFKO, YBEPEHHO.
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— Tak BOT, — 5l OKOJIO YeTblpex JeT TwaTe/bHO M3yyasn MOJIOKEHME PYCCKOW KOXM Ha
3arpaHuYHbIX pblHKax. JieT TpuauaTb TOMY Ha3aj Hawa Koxa cyuMTasacb Tam obpasuoBou,
a Tenepb CNpoc Ha Hee BCE najaeT, pa3ymeeTcsd, BMecTe C LEHOM. WU 3TO BMOJHe
€CTeCTBEHHO — BeAb NMPU OTCYTCTBMM KanuTana U 3HAHUMN BCE 3TU MeJNikue
NPOU3BOAUTENN-KOKEBHUKU HE WUMENT BO3MOXHOCTWU MOAHATb MPOU3BOACTBO HA [AOJIXHYH
BLICOTY M B TO Xe BpPeMS — YJEWeBUTb ero... TOBap WX BO3MYyTUTENIbHO MJOX W A0por. ..
OHM MOBMHHbI Mpej Poccuerh B TOM, 4YTO UCMAOPTWIM €e penyTauuwo NpPpou3BOAUTENS Jiydllen
KOXM. Boobue — Menkuin npou3BOAUTENb, JINWEHHbIA TEXHUYECKUX 3HAHMM U KanuTana, —
CTano 6biITb, NOCTAB/IEHHbIN B HEBO3MOXHOCTb Y/y4yllaTb CBOE€ MPOU3BOACTBO CO06pA3HO
Pa3BUTUI TEXHUKU, — TAKOW MPOM3BOAUTENb — HecYacTue CTpaHbl, MapasuT ee
TOpProB/u. ..

JboBb no4yyBCTBOBasla B MpoCcTOoTe peyn CMOJIMHA CHUCXOAUTEJ/IbHOE OTHOoleHue K ee
oTuHy, 3TO ee 3ajeno.

— MM...— NpoMblYaNn CTAPWUK, OAHUM rJla3oM MNSAS HA rocTA, a APYruMm Habnmwpgas 3a
joyepblo. — Tak, 3Ha4YMT, TBOE Tenepb HamepeHue — B360APUTb TaKyw arpoMajHyio
$habpuky, 4TObbI BCEM ApPYrUM — rpob M Kpbiwka?

— 0, HeT! — BOCK/JMKHYN CMOJIMH, MJIaBHbIM XeCTOM OTMaxuMBasiCb OT CJIOB CTapuka. — Mos
uenb — MNOAHATb 3HAYeHWEe U LeHY PYCCKOM KOXM 3a rpaHuuen, U BOT, BOOPYXEHHbIN
3HaHWEeM NPOU3BOACTBA, A CTPOWw 0bpa3uoByw (HabpuKy M BbIMYCKAw HA PbIHKUM 0OPA3LLOBBLIN
TOBap... TOproBas 4ecCTb CTPaHbI. ..

— MHOro 51, roBOpullb, KanuTana-To TpebyeTcA? — -3aJyMUYUBO CMPOCUN MasKUH.
— OKONOo TpexcoT ThiCAY. ..
«CTONbKO OTel, He AacT 3a MHOW», — noaymana JiioboBb.

— Mosa_¢abpuka byaeT BbiNnyckaTb M KOXy B Aese, B BUAe 4eMoAaHoB, obyeu, cbpyw,
pemHen. . .

— A O KakoM Tbl MPOLEHTE MeyTaewb? — CNpPOCUMA CTapUK.

— 8 — He MeyTaw, A — BbICYMUTHIBAKW CO BCEeMn TOYHOCTbHO, BO3MOXHOW B Hawmx pyCCKux
YC/IOBUAX, — BHYWWTENIbHO CKa3as CMOJIMH. — [poun3BoanTeNnb AOJIKEH 6bITb CTporo Tpess,
KaK MeXaHWuK, co3nammmﬁ MaWWHY. .. HYXHO MPpUHMMATb B pacyeT TpPeHue Kaxaoro
camomanenwero BWUHTMKA, €CAM Tbl XOouewb AenaTb cepbe3Hoe Aejio Cepbe3Ho. A Mory
AaTb BaM ANnA npoyTeHunAa COCTaB/IeHHYH MHOKW 3alnnMCO4Ky, OCHOBAHHYHO MHOM Ha JIMYHOM
Mn3y4yeHmn CKOTOBOACTBaA U HOTpE6ﬂEHMﬂ MfAca B Poccum. ..

— VWb Thl! — yCMexHy/cs MaskuH. — MpUHECU 3anucoyky, — JwbomnbiTHO! BuaaTh Thl B
EBponax He napoM Bpems MNpoBOAW/... A Tenepb — NOeAUM 4Yero-Hubyab, MO PYyCCKOMY
obblyaw. . .

— Kak noxuBaeTe, JloboBb SIKOBJIEBHA? — CAPOCWU/ CMOJIMH, BOOPYXasCb HOXOM W BWIKOW.

— OHa Y MeHA CKYYHO XuBeT... — OTBeTW]1 3a A04b MafgKUH. — ﬂomonpaBMTeanmua, BCé
XO03AWCTBO Ha HEW NeXMT, HY M HeKorja en BecenuTbCA-TO...

— W Herje, HyxHo aobaBuTb, — cKa3ana Jiwba. — Kynedyeckux 6asioB U BeYEPUHOK S He
nobnio. . .

— A TeaTp? — cnpocun CMOJUH.
— Toxe penKo b6biBaw... He C KeM...

— TeaTp! — BOCK/IMKHY/N CTapuK. — CKaxXuMTe Ha MUIOCTb — 3a4yeM 3TO TaM B3A/M TaKyi
MoAy, 4YTOObl Kynua AMKUM AypakoM NPeACTaBAsfATb? OYeHb 3TO CMEWHO, HO HEMNOHSTHO,
noToMy — HenpaBaa! Kakon f Aypak, exenu B AyMe sl — XO35IMH, B TOProBje — XO3fWH,
Aa W TeaTpUWKO-TO MOW?.. CMOTpMWb HAa TeaTpe Kynua U BUAWUWL — HECoobpa3Ho C
XM3HbI! KOHEYHO, exenn UCTopUYecKoe NpPeAcTaBAANT — MPUMEPHO; «XU3Hb 3a LAPA» C
neHveM U MAACKOW, anuM «ramieTa» TaMm, «YapoAenky», «Bacunucy» — TyT npasipl He
TpebyeTca, NOTOMy — Aef0 Mpolioe U HAC He KacaeTCA... BepHO WMAM HeBepHO — 6bino
6bl 340POBO... HO exenuM COBPEMEHHOCTb MpeAcTaBffelb, — TakK YX Tbl He Bpu! WU
nokasblBa 4YenoBeka Kak crepyeT...
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CMOMIMH CAyWan peyb CTapuMka C BEXIMBOM YnblbKOM Ha rybax v 6pocan JiwboBu Takue
B3rna4pl, TOYHO Mpuriawan ee BO3pa3nTb OTLY HEMHOro CMylleHHas, OHa cKa3ana:

— A BCe-Taku, nanawa, B 6O/blIMHCTBE Kyneyeckoe cocnosue H606pa30BaHHO n ANUKO...

— H-pa, — yTBepAUTe/IbHO KUBHYB ronosoﬁ, MonBua CMOJIMH. — K cCOoxXaneHuw, — 3TO
neyanbHada UCTUHA... A B O6mECTBaX Bbl HN B KaKUX He yHaCTByETE? «Beab y BaC TyT
MHOIO pa3HbIX 06meCTB...

— Ja, — B3A0XHYB, CKa3aJja JoboBb. — HO A Kak-TO B CTOpOHe OT BCero XuBy...

— Xo3ancTBe! — BCTaBUA oTel. — BOH CKO/MIbKO pa3Hol apebeseHn y Hac... TpebyeTcs
cojepxaTb BCE Ha CyeTy, B YMNCTOTe U nopsajke...

OH CaMoJO0BOJIbHO KWMBHYJ1 FOJIOBOW Ha CTOJI, YCTaBJIEHHbIN CepebpoM, U Ha FOpKYy, MOJIKK
KOTOpPOW JIOMWIUCb MOJA TSKEeCTbo BeweW M HanoMMHANIM O BbICTABKE B OKHeE MarasuHa.
CMO/IMH OCMOTpen BCE 3TO, M Ha rybax ero MesbKHy/na MpoHMYecKas ynbibka. MOTOM OH
B3rNIAHYN B Nuuo JioboBU; OHA B ero B3rnsfge yJOoBWIA YTO-TO APYXecKoe,
COYYBCTBEHHOE eN. JIerkKun pymsiHel, NOKpbUl ee WeKu, U oHa BHYTPEHHO C pobkown
pafoCTbld Ccka3lana npo cebs:

«CnaBa bory!..»

OroHb TsAXesoW B6poOH30BOM Namnbl Kak BYATO sApye 3acBepKas B FpaHAX XpyCTasbHbX Bas,
B KOMHATe CTalo CBeTnen.

— A MHe HpaBUTCS HaW CTapbii, C/AaBHbIA ropod! — roBopusi CMOJIMH, C JIACKOBOW YJ/bIOKOW
rNaaa Ha AeBYIWKY, — TAKOW OH KpacuBbil, BOMKUM... eCTb B HeM 4yTo-To bogpoe,
pacnonarawiee K TpPyaAy... CamMa e€ro KapTUHHOCTb BO36yxAaeT Kak-TO... B HeM Xxo4yeTcs
XUTb WMPOKOW XM3HbI... Xo4yeTcs paboTaTb MHOMO M Cepbe3Ho... U npuToM —
WHTE/IJINFeHTHBIN TOpPOoA... CMOTPUTE — Kakasd AefibHAaA raserta u3jaeTca 34ecCb... KcTaTtu
— Mbl XOTWUM ee KynuUTb. ..

— KTO 3TO — BblI? — CNpPOCKMA MAAKUH.

— [la BOT ... YPBaHUOB, LWYyKKWH.
— 3TO — NOXBaJibHO! — yAapuB pyKoW MO CTONY, CKasan cTapuk. — lopa UM rAOTKY
3aTKHYTb — JAaBHO nopa! 0cobeHHO EXOB TaM eCThb... Nuaa Takaa 3ybacTtad... BOT ero

Bbl M NPUCTPYHbTe! [la XOpoweHbKo! . .

CMOJIMH cHoBa bpocun JiwboBu ynbibawwmMnca B3rnsf4, U BHOBb ee cCepiue pajoCcTHO
ApOrHyno. C SIPKMM pPYyMSIHLUEM Ha JiMUE OHa CKa3asa OTLy, BHYTPEHHe aApecysiCb K
KEHUXY :

— HACKONbKO A MOHMMaK A¢pMKaHa IMuTpueBmnya, OH NOKynaeT ra3ety COBCEM He Ans
TOro, 4yTObbl 3aXaTb eMn poT, KaK Bbl roBopuTe. ..

— A Kyla ee? — CNpoCWUN CTapuk, MOXaB njieyamm. — OAHO NMYCTO3BOHCTBO M CMyTa OT
Hee... KOHeYHO, exenu [LeNoBOW Hapoh, CaM KynewL BO3bMeTCHA B HeW nucaTb. ..

— WU3paHWe rasetTbl, — NOy4ynTesibHO 3arosopus CMONUH, nepe6MBaﬂ peyb CTapuka, -—
paccmaTpuBaemoe paxe TOJIbKO C KOMMepHECKOﬁ TOYKU 3peHnua, MoxeT 6bITb O4YEHb
ﬂpM6HﬂbHHM AenoMm. HOo nNoMMMO 3TOro, Yy ra3etvbl eCcTb pApyras, bonee BaxHas Uelb — ero
3aupuTa npaB JAUYHOCTU U MHTepeCOB MNPOMbILIEHHOCTU U TOProBan. ..

— BOT A ¥ roBopw, — exenu caMm Kynew OyaeT pyKoOBOACTBOBATb eW, raseTon, Toraa —
OHa HyXHa...
— Mo3BoNbTe, Manawa, — cka3ana JiwboBb. OHa YyBCTBOBasa NOTPebHOCTb BbiCcKa3aTbCSH

npes CMOJIMHBIM; €l XOTeNnocCcb ybeaAuTb ero, 4TO OHA MOHWMAeT 3HAayeHWe ero CJioB, OHa
— He npocTas Kyneyeckas AOYb, TPAMNMYHMLA U MASCYHbS. CMOJIMH HPaBWICS el. [epBbi
pa3 oHa Buaena Kynua, KOTOPbIM AOJIFO XWI 3a FpaHuLEen, pacCyxiaeT TaK BHYWWATESNbHO,
NPUINYHO AEPXUTCH, JNIOBKO OAeT U FOBOPUT C ee OTLOM — MepBbIM YMHUKOM B ropoje —
CHUCXOAUTE/IbHbIM TOHOM B3POC/IOr0 C MAJIONIETHUM.

«Mocne cBaabbbl YroBOPW €ro CBO3UTb MEHA 3a FpaHuly...» — BAPYr MNOAyMasa OHA WU,
CMYTUBWMCb OT 3TOW AyMbl, 3abbina TO, YTO XOTesa CKasaTb OTWY. [YCTO MOKpACHeB,
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OHAa HECKO/IbKO CEeKYyHJ Mo/nyana, BCA OXBayeHHas CTPaxoM, YTO 3TO MosYaHue CMOJIMH
MOXEeT WCTO/IKOBaTb HenecTHO A/lA Hee.

— Bbl, 3a pa3rosopom, COBCeM 3a6binun npeanoxmTb roCcTtio BMHA... — HaWlaCb OHa nocne
HEeCKOJIbKUX HeNnpUATHbIX CeKyHA MOJZ14aHuA.

— DTO TBOe Aeno: Tbl XO03AWKa... — BO3pa3un oTew,.

- 0, nomanyECTa, He bHecnokouTecb! — XMBO BOCKJ/IMKHYNn CMOJIMH. — 4 BeAb MNOYTU He
nblo. ..

— OV Nn? — CNPOCWUN MAsIKUH.

— YBepsw Bac! WMHorpa pwmKy, ABe, B C/lydae YTOMNEeHUA, He3[0pOBbA. .. e BUHO AnA
YAOBO/IbCTBUA — HEMOHATHO MHe. ECTb Apyrue yaoBONbCTBUA, b6onee AOCTONMHbIE
KYNbTYpPHOIro 4yenoBeka...

— BapbiHX, YTO NN? — MOAMUIHYB, CNPOCUA CTAPUK. CMONWUH B3rAAHYN Ha JwbOBb U CyXo
cKa3an ee oTuy:

— TeaTp, KHWUIMM, My3blKa... JIoboBb Tak BCSA M pacuBesia Mpu ero cjoBax. A CTapuk
MCnoanobbs NocMoTpesn Ha AOCTOMHOrO MOJIOAOrO 4YesloBeKa, YCMEXHYNCA OCTPEHbKO U
BAPYT BbINAJINA:

— 3X, ABUraeTCa XU3Hb-TO! PaHblle NEeCUK KOPKY Xpasi, — HblHY€ MOCbKe CJ/INBKMU
XUAKKU. .. MNpocTuTe, nwbe3Hble rocnoga, Ha KWUC/AOM C/iOBe... CJIOBO-TO 6OOMbHO YX K
mecTy! OHO — He npo Bac, a Boobue...

NoboBb nobnegHena U C UCNyrom B3rfasHyna Ha CMONMHA... OH CUAEN CNOKOWHO,
paccMaTpuBas CTapPUHHY COJIOHKY-KOBYEXEel,, YKpalWeHHYW 3Masblo, KPYTWA YCbl U Kak
byATO He cnbiXan C/OB CTapuka... HO ero rnasa noTeMHeNnu, U ryb6bl 6biM C/IOXEHb
Kak-TO O4YeHb MJNOTHO, OTYero 6pUTLIN NOAOOPOAOK YNPSMO BblAasicA Bhepes.

— Tak, 3HayuT, roCNoAuH byayumin GabpukaHT, — KAk HU B 4yem He OblBasio 3aroBopwun
MasikuH, — TpUCTaA ThiCAY LENKOBbLIX, U — Aeno TBOe 3aurpaeT MNoxapom?

— Yepe3 nosiTopa roja s BbiNylwy MEepBYW MNapTU0 ToBapa, KOTOPLIM Y MEHS OTOPBYT C
pykamm, — C Henokonebumonm yBepeHHOCTbl cka3an CMOMMH U YCTaBWACHA B rnasa crapuka
TBEPAbIM, XOJIOAHbIM B3I /ISA0M.

— CTaso 6biTb: TOProBbii AOM CMOJIMH U MasikuH U — 6oJiblle HUKAKUX? T3K-C... MO34HO
MHe byaTo 6bl HOBOe Aeno 3aTeBaTb, a? Hajo nonaratb, YTO YX AABHO Ans MeHs Fpobuk
caenaH, — Tbl KaK AyMaellb npo 3To?

BMecTOo oTBeTa CMOJ/IMH HECKOJIbKO CeKYHJ CMef/icAd COYHbIM, HO PaBHOAYLWHbIM N XONOAHbBIM
CcMexoM, a NOoTOM CKa3an:

— 3, NOJIHOTe...

CTapuK B3APOrHYJ Mpu CMexe ero v nyramMBo OTWATHY/ICA 4YyTb 3aMeTHbIM ABUXEHUEM
Kopnyca. Mocne cnos CMOJ/IMHA BCe Tpoe C MUHYTY MosYasiun.

— H-pa-a...— cka3an MasKkuH, He MoJAHMMAs HU3KO OMNYLeHHOW roJioBbl. — Hajo noaymaThb
06 3ToMm... HapobHO MHe noaymaTb...— MOTOM, MOAHAB rOJOBY, OH MPUCTaJIbHO OCMOTpes
JOYb U XeHuxa M, BCTAB CO CTyfna, CKasan yrpwMo u rpybo: — Ha MUHYTOYKY A OoTOMAy

OT Bac B KabuHeTuwko K cebe...
N ywen, TAXena wapkas HOramu, COrHYB CMWHY, OMNYCTUB rOJIOBY. ..

Monojaple noaM, OCTABWMCb OAMH HA OAMH, NEPEeKUHYNUCb HECKONbKUMM NyCTbiMM (pasamu
W, AOMXHO b6bITb, MOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO 3TO TOJIbKO OTAANAeT UX APYr OT Apyra, oba
3aMoNyanu TAXeNbIM U HEeNOBKWUM, BbiXMAaWWMM MonYaHuem. JobOBb, B3fAB anefnbCWH, C
npeyBennYyeHHbIM BHUMAHMEM Hayana YUCTUTb ero, a CMOJSIMH OCMOTpPen CBOW YCbl, OMYCTUB
rnasa BHM3, MOTOM TWaTeNbHO pa3rfiaau/l UX JIEBOW PYKOW, MOUrpas HOXOM U BAPYT
MOHWXEHHBIM TOJIOCOM CMPOCWUNT Y HAEBYLKWU:

— A...— N3BUHUTE MeHA 32 HEeCKPOMHOCTb! — AONXHO 6HTb, B CaMOM Jefie TAXeNno Bawm,
JoboBb SKOBN1eBHA, XWTb C Nanawen... BeTX03aBeTEeH OH y BaC WU — MNpPOCTUTe
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yepcTBoBaT!

J0b0oBb B3APOrHyfna M B3r/IAHY/la Ha pbXero 4yefoBeka bnarogapHeiMu rnasamu, roBops
emy:

— Henerko, HO A NpuBbIKAA... Y Hero ectb CBOW AOCTOUHCTBA...

— 0, 3TO HecoMHeHHOo! Ho Bam, Mos0AOW, KpacuBon, obpa3oBaHHOW, Bam C BalWWMK
B3rnA4aMu. . .

OH JJaCKOBO W COYYBCTBEHHO Yy/blbancs, ronoc y Hero 6wl Takol MACKWUWA... B KOMHaTe
noBesaso TenjoMm, COrpesawwum Aylwy. B cepaue AeBYWKM BCE Apye pa3ropanacb pobkas
Hajexja Ha c4yacTbe.

XII
doma cupen y ExoBa M cnywan ropoackme HOBOCTU U3 YCT CBOero toBapuwa. ExoB, cuaa
Ha CTO/Ne, 3aBajieHHOM ra3eTtamun, W” bonTtas HOramm, pacckKa3biBa:

— Ha4yanacsb BH60pHaH KaMnaHunAa, KyneyecTBO BbiABUIraeT B 0JIOBbl TBOero KpecCcTHOro,

cTaporo AbsBona! OH beccMepTeH... eMmy, AONXHO b6bITb, MOATOpacTa JeT yxe MUHYNo?
Jloub CBOW OH BblgaeT 3a CMO/MHA — MOMHMUUIL, pbixero! PO Hero roBopaAT, 4YTO 3TO
MOPAAOYHbIA Y€/IOBEK... MO HbIHEWHUM BpeMeHaMm MOPAAOYHbIMUA JIIOABMU MMEHYKT U YMHbIX

Mep3aBLeB, MOTOMY 4YTO — /ioAaen HeT! AdpuKalwka KOp4YMT U3 cebs npocBelleHHOro
yesioBeka, yxe ycnesn Bfe3Tb B UHTE/IMFeHTHOe obWwecTBO M — cpasy CTan Ha Buay. Mo
poXe CyAs — Xy/JMK MepBOM CTeneHu, HOo, BuaAuMO, byaeT urpaTb ponb, uMbo obnagaeTt
YyBCTBOM Mepbl. H-aa, 6paT, Adpukawka — nubepan... JinbepanbHbll Kyney — 3TO MOMecChb
BO/IKA WU CBUHbMU.

— Mec c HuMM, co Bcemm! — cka3an ooma, pPaBHOAYIIHO MaXHYB PYKOW. — UYTO MHe A0
HUX? Tbl KAaK — Mbellb BCE?

— MoyemMy Xe MHe He nuUTb?

NMonyoaeTbin U pacTPenaHHbin EXOB Obll MOXOX HA OWMNAHHYKW NTULY, KOTOpas TOJbKO 4YTO
noapanacb W ewe He ycnena nepexmtb Bo3byxaeHue 6os.

— Mblo, MNOTOMY YTO HAAO MHe OT BPEMEHU [0 BpeMeHs racuThb njama cepaua... A Thl,
CbipO MNeHb, T/eellb NMOHEMHOXKY?

— Hajo MHe UATU K CTapuky!.. — cmopumB nuuo, ckKa3an ooma.

— Dep3an!

He xoyeTcsda...

Tak He xoau!..

HyXHO. . .

A Torga — wam!..

— YTo Tbl BCE banarypuwb? — HeAOBOJIbHO Cka3a ¢oma. — ByATO U B CaMmMOM jesie Beceso
emy. ..
— MHe, en-b6bory, Beceno! — BOCKIMKHYN EXOB, CHPbIFHYB CO CTona. — Ka-ak s Buyep-pa

OAHOIr0 Cyaaps pacnaTpoHun B rasete! W noToM — S CAblwan OAMH MYAPbIA AHEKAOT:
CUANT KOMMAHUA Ha bepery Mopsa M NpoOCTPaHHO GuIocohCTBYET O XU3HU. A eBpewn
roBOpUT: «lawnaga! M 3a-ayeM WTONIbKM MHOIO Pa3HOro WioB? U S BaM WKaxXy BCE U
3pa3y: XU3Hb Halla He CTOUT HU KOMeWKU, Kak 3To byuwywuee mope!..»

— 3, Hy Tebsa, — ckasan ooma. — Mpowan!..

— Mam! S ceroaHs BbLICOKO HAacCTPOEH U CTOHaTb A C Tobow He Mory... Tem bonee, 4TO
Tbl U He CTOHeWb, a — XpKaelb. ..

éomMa ywen, oCTaBuMB ExoBa pacrneBawym BO BCE ropJo:

pemu B bap-pabaH u — He boncs...
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«Cam Tbl 6apabaH...» — C pa3apaxeHueMm nogyman ooma.

Y MasiKkmHa ero BCTpeTwuia Jiwba. YemM-TO B3BOSIHOBAHHAA U OXMBJIEHHAs, OHa BAPYT
ABUNACb npej Hum, 6HCTpO roBopA:

— Tbl? Boxe MoM! Ka-akon Tbl 6AefHbh. .. KaK MoXyAesn... XOopouwyw, BUAHO, XU3Hb
Bejelb!

MoToM NINLO ee WUCKa3unoCb TPEBOroM, M OHA MOYTM WEMNOTOM BOCKJIMKHYNa:
— AX, doma! Tbl He 3Haewb — BeAb... BOT! Cablwmwb? 3BOHAT! MoxeT 6bITb — OH...

N peByuwka 6bpocunacb U3 KOMHATbl, OCTAaBMB 3a CObOM B BO3AyXe leNecT LWeaKOBOro
nnaTbs U U3YMIEHHOrO ®OMYy, — OH He yCnen Aaxe CNpPoCUTb ee — rae oTeu? SKOoB
TapacoBuy 6bin Aoma. OH, MapajHO OAeTbii, B AJIMHHOM COPTYKe, C MedansMu Ha rpyau,
CTOSN B ABEPAX, PACKWHYB PYKW U Aepxacb UMW 3a KOCAKU. Ero 3efieHble rna3ku Wynanu
®OMy; MNOYYBCTBOBAB WX B3I, OH MOAHAN FOMIOBY M BCTPETMACA C HUMM.

— 3ApaBCTBYWTe, rocCnoiuMH Xopowuh! — 3aroBopwun CTapuk, YKOPU3HEHHO Kavas rOJIOBOM.
— OTKyAa M3BOAWAM MpubbLITE? KTO 3TO XMPOK-TO obcocan C Bac? AW — CBUHbA WWeT,
rae nyxa, a oomMa — rge xyxe?

— HeT y Bac Apyrux CJIoB AN MEHA? — YrpilMo CApocun doma, B ynop rnsas Ha
cTapuka.

Bapyr OH yBfAjgan, 4To erCTHHﬁ B34pPOrHyn, HOrm ero 3aTtpAacincCb, rjasa y4daleHHO
3aMmrajimi U pyku BUENUINCb B KOCAKU. dOMa ABUHYNICA K HeMy, nojnarasa, 4Yto CTapuKy
AYPHO, HO SAKOB TapacoBuUY IJIYXUM U CepAauTbIM IOJIOCOM CKa3an:

— MOCTOPOHUCL. .. oTonam!..

domMa OTCTYNWUN Ha3ajh U O4YYTWICA PAAOM C HEBbICOKUM, KpPyrJjibiM 4YeslOBEeKOM, OH,
KJIAHAACb MaAKWUHY, XPUMJIbIM TOJIOCOM OBOpPUN:

— 3ApaBCcTBYWTe, nanawa!

— 3Apa-aBCTByW, Tapac SIKOBJieBUY, 3APABCTBYW...— HE OTHMMAs PYK OT KOCSKOB,
FOBOPW/I U KNAHANICA CTapuK, KPUBO ynblibasicb, — HOMM ero Apoxaiw.

doma oTolen B CTOPOHY W Cen, OKameHeB OT nwbonbiTCTBA.

MasikMH, CTOA B ABepsAx, pacKayMBan CBOe XWn0e Teno, BCE ynupascCb pyKamMuM B KOCSKM,
M, CKJIOHMB TrOJIOBY HAaboK, Mosya CMOTpen Ha CbiHA. CbiH CTOSAA MPOTUB HEro, BbICOKO
NOAHSB TONIOBY, HaxmMypuB OpoBM HaA OONbWMMKM TEeMHbIMM rnasamm. YepHas KIMHoobpasHas
bopoAaKka M MaseHbKMe yCbl B3AparvMBajiM Ha €ro CyxoM auvue, C XpseBaTbiM, Kak y oTua,
HOCOM. WM3-3a ero nneya ooma Buaen bnepHoe, UCnyraHHoe U pPafoCTHoOe NULO Jlbbl —
OHa CMOTpesia Ha oTua ymonswwe, WU Ka3aJoCb — CelMyac OHA 3aKPUYUT. HECKONbKO
CeKYHA BCe MojYanu, He ABUrascb, NOAAB/EHHble TeM, YTO owywasnan. MonyaHue paspywun
TUXUN, CTPAHHO FJIYXOW FONI0C SKOBa MasikMHA:

— CTapeHeKk Thl, Tapac
CbiH MONlYa YCMEXHY/NACA B NIMUO OTLY M ObICTPbIM B3riSA0M OKWUHY/ €ro C rofoBbl A0 HOI.

OTel, OTOpPBAB PYKW OT KOCSKOB, WArHy/l HaBCTPe4Yy CbiHY U — OCTAHOBWICH, BAPYr
HaXMypuBWUCbL. Torpa Tapac MaskuH OAHUM OOAbWWMM WAroM BCTaN MPOTUB OTLA U
NPOTSAHYN €My PYKY.

— Hy... — nouenyemcs!.. — TUXO Npeasoxun oTel. OHU CYAOPOXHO OOBMAM Apyr aApyra
pyKamu, Kpenko nouesioBaJiMCb U OTCTYNUAU APYr OT Apyra. MOpUWWHBI CcTaplero
B3AparnBanmn, cyxoe NULO MIajwero 6bi0 HEeNOoABWXHO, MOYTU CYpoBO. JIWOOBb PasoOCTHO
BCX/IMNHYNA. dOMa Heyk/xe 3aBO3WICA HA Kpecne, YyBCTBYSA, UYTO y Hero cnupaet
AbIXaHue .

— 3Xx — petun! 43Bbl cepaua, — a He pajoCTb ero Bbl!.. — 3BEHAWMM FONOCOM
noxasoBancs SKOB TapacoBuY, W, AO/KHO ObITb, OH MHOIO BJIOXWA B 3TW C/nOBa, MNOTOMY
YTO TOTYAC Xe MOoC/se HUX npocusan, npuoboapunca u 6oOMKO 3aroBopun, obpawasch K
aoyepu:
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— Hy Tbl, packucna oT CnapocTu? Aija-ka cobepu Ham 4ero-Hubydb... YroCTum, 4TO
nm, bnyaHoro ceiHa! Tbl, 4yan, cTapuymuika, 3abbil, KakoB eCTh OTel-To y Teba?

Tapac MasikuH paccmaTpuBas POAUTENS BAYMYMBLIM B3r/ISAOM WU ynblbasncs, MOMYaUBbLIA,
04eTbll B YepHOe, OTYEero cejple BOMOCH Ha ronoBe M B bopoje ero BbICTynanu pesve...

— Hy, caaucb! roBopu — Kak Xwn, 4To Aenan?.. Kyaa CMOTpuWb? DTO-KPECTHUK MOWM,

UrHaTa ropaeeBa CbiH, ®0oMa, — WUrHaTa NOMHMUBL?Y

— 51 BCE NOMHW, — CKasan Tapac.

— 07 DTO XOpoWo... KOJM He XxBacTaewb!.. Hy, — xeHaT?
— BaoB...

— leTn ecTb?

— Momepnun... ABoe 6bINoO. ..

— Xa-aNb... BHYKW y MeHS 6buin Obl. . .

— & 3akypw? — crnpocun Tapac y oTua.

— Banu!.. WNwb Tbl, — curapsl Kypuilb. ..

— A Bbl He nwbute nx?

— A7 BCé paBHO MHe... S K TOMy, 4TO bapCTBEHHO Kak-TO, Korga curapa... S npocTo
TaK CKasan, — CMeWHO MHe... DTaKWii CONMAHbLIA CTapuuuHa, 60poAa MNO-MHOCTPAHHOMY,
curapa B 3ybax... KTO Takon? MoW CbiHMUWKA — Xe-Xe-xe! CTapuk TONIKHyn Tapaca B
nie4yo U OTCKOYUI OT Hero, Kak 6bl McnyraBuwmcb, — He paHO NI OH pajayeTcsa, Tak .,
KaK Hajlo, OTHOCUTCH K 3TOMYy MOJIyCeAOMY YesioBeKYy? W OH MbIT/IMBO U MOAO3PUTESNIbHO
3arnsaHyn B 6onblie, OKPYXeHHble XeNTOBAaTbiMU MPUNYXJIOCTAMU, rfa3a ChiHa.

Tapac ynblbHYNCA B NNLO OTUA NMPUBET/IMBON U TemJion ynblbKon U 3alyMYMBO CKa3las emy:

— TaKum BOT A M MOMHI Bac, BeCe/bIM, XWUBbIM... Kak OyATO Bbl 3a 3TWU rofbl HAYYTb He
U3MEeHWIUCL! ..

CTapuK ropAo BbiNpAMWIACA M, yAapuB cebs KynakoM B rpydb, CKasan:

— S — HMKOrjaa He MU3MeHWChb!.. MOTOMY — Haj 4Ye/sIOBEKOM KOTophi cebe ueHy 3HaeT,
XM3Hb He BnacTHa!

— 0Oro! kakoW Bbl ropapin. ..

— B CbiHa nowen, AOMAXHO 6bITb! — C XUTpPOW FpPMMACOW MOJIBUA CTAPUK. — Y MeHAa, b6par,
CblH CeMHaAlaTb neT Mofa4yan U3 ropaocTu. ..

— DTO NOTOMY, 4YTO OTel He XOoTes ero caywaTb...— HanoMHWUN Tapac.

— JlagHo yx! BOry TO/IbKO M3BECTHO, KTO Mpej Kem BMHOBAT... OH, ChNpaBeaSIVBbIA,
cKaxeT 3To Tebe, noroan! He Bpemsa HaMm C Tobon 06 >ToM Tenepb pa3roBapuBaTb... Tbl
BOT YTO CKAXW — 4YeMm Tbl 3aHUMANICA B 3TW rofpl? Kak 3TO Tbl HA COAOBbIA 3aBoj nonan?
B NOAN-TO Kak Bblbunca?

— WcTopus ANVMHHAsA! — B3AOXHYB, CKa3an Tapac W, BbiNnyCTMB M30 pTa Knyb apima,
Hayan, He ToponAcCb: — Koraa A NOAy4Yus BO3MOXHOCTb XMTb Ha BoJie, TO MNOCTynNun B
KOHTOPY YynpaBnswWero 30/0TbIMM MPUACKAMU PeMe30BbIX .

— 3Haw!.. Tpu b6bpaTa, — BCex 3Haw! OAUH-ypoA, APYron — AypaK, a TPeTuih ckpsara...
— [1Ba rojaa NpoOCAyXua y Hero, — a MOTOM XEHWICA Ha ero AoYepw... — XpuUnawmum

rojiocaMm paccka3sbiBasl MassKUH.

— Tak. Hernyno...
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Tapac 3aaymasncss U nomonyasn. CTapuK B3rJIAHY/ Ha ero rpycTHoe Juuo.

C XeHOW, 3Ha4YUT, XOpOoWO XW... — CKa3aa OH. — Hy 4YTo X? MepTBOMYy — pan, XUBOW
— jpanblwe urpam!.. He Tak yx Tbl CcTap... [aBHO oBAoBen?

— TpeTuh roa...

— A Ha coay Kak nonan?

— DTO 3aBOA TecTH...

— Ara-a! CkonbKo nony4aewb?

— OKONO MATU ThHICAY. ..

— Kycok He 4epcTBbin! H-pa-a! BOT Te U KATOPXHUK!

Tapac B3risHyn Ha oTua TBepApM B3rNA40M U CyXO CNpPOCUA ero:

— KcTaTu-C 4Yero 3TO Bbl B3s/M, YTO s B KaTopre 6bin?

CTapuK B3rAsHYN Ha CblHA C M3yM/eHMEeM, KOTopoe ObiCTPO CMEHMNOChb B HEM PajoCThio:

— A — KaK xe? He 6bin? 0, yTob Bam! CTasio bbITb — Kak xe? Ja Tbl He obuxanca! Pa3Be
pa3bepewb? Cka3zaHo — B Cubupb! Hy, a Tam — katopral!..

— UTobbl pa3 HaBcerja MOKOHYUTbL C 3TUM, — Cepbe3HO M BHYWWTENbHO CKa3an Tapac,
MoxsonsiBass PyKon Mo KoMeHy, — A CKaxy BaM Tenepb Xe, Kak BCE 3To 6bio. S 6bin
cocnaH B Cubupb Ha noceneHne Ha WeCTb JIeT U BCE BpeMsa CCbIKU XU B JIEGHCKOM
rOpHOM OKpyre... B MOCKBe cuien B TOpbMe OKO/MO AEBATM MeCsUEB — BOT U BCE!

Ta-ak! OgHAKO — 4YTO Xe 3T0? — CMYWEHHO U PafOCTHO 60pMOTaﬂ SKOB TapacoBuUY.

A TYT pacnyCTuau 3TOT Hefenbin cnyx. ..

YX NOAJIMHHO-Henenbin! — coKpywmnca CTapuk.

N oYyeHb HACOJUAU MHE OAHaXApl. ..

HO-07 HeyxTo?

Ja... A Ha4yan cBoe pAeno

BHMUMaTeNbHO cnywas 6ecefy MasikuHblX, YNOPHO pa3rnspsiBas npuesxero, éoma cuaen B
CBOEM Yyrjly WU HejoyMeBawlle MOprajs rjasamu. BCNoOMMHAA OTHOleHWe JIboBM K bpaTy, A0
M3BECTHON CTEeNneHW HACTPOEHHbIN ee pacckasamu O Tapace, OH OXUAAN YBUAATb B JuLe
€ro 4YTo-TO HeobblyHOE, Hernoxoxee Ha OObIKHOBEHHbIX JOAen. OH AyMan, 4yTo Tapac u
rOBOPUT Kak-HMbyab 0CobeHHO M ojeBaeTCsi MO-CBOeMy, Boobwe He MOXOX Ha nwjaen. A
npea HUM Cuaen CONUAHBLIA 4YeNoBeK, CTPOro OAeThi, OYeHb MOXOXUA JINLOM HA OTuad U
OT/IMYABWMNACA OT HEro TONbKO CUrapor. FOBOPUT OH KPAaTKO, AeNbHO, O NPOCTbIX TaKMX
Bewax, — rpe xe ocobeHHoe B HeM? BOT OH Hayal paccKasbiBaTb OTLY O BbIFOAHOCTMU
NPOU3BOACTBA COAbl... B kaTopre oH He 6bu1, HaBpana Jiwbosb!

OHa TO ¥ Aeno nosiBNAsfacbk B KOMHaTe. Ee /IMLO CUANI0 CcYacTbeMm, U rsiada C BOCTOProm
OCMaTpMBaIM YepHyl Gurypy Tapaca, OAETOro B TaKOM OCOBEHHbIM, TONCTbIA COPTYK C
KapMaHamM Ha bokax M C bonbwMMmMM NyroBuuamyM. OHA XoAMSia Ha UbIMOYKAX U Kak-TO BCE
BbITArMBANA WeEW MO HanpaB/ieHUw K bpaTy. ®omMa BOMPOCUTENIbHO MOr/fAbiBasl Ha Hee, HO
OHa ero He 3ameyana, npoberas MMMO ABepu C Tapenkamum v OyTbilkamuM B pyKax.

CNyymnochb TaK, 4YTO OHa 3arisHyna B KOMHATy Kak pa3 B TO Bpems, kKorjga ee bpat
roBOopu/ OTLY O KaTopre. OHa 3amepsia Ha MecTe, Jepxa MOAHOC B MPOTAHYTHIX pyKax, U
BbIC/yWwana BCE, 4YTO ckaslan bpaT o Haka3zaHwu, MOHECEHHOM WM. Bbicnywana u —
MeJJ/IEHHO Molla Npoyb, He Y/NOBMB HeJOyMeBalwlle-HaCMeWIMBOro B3rasia $oMmbl.
MorpyxeHHbln B CBOM COObpaxeHus o Tapace, HEMHOro OOWXEHHbI TeM, YTO HUKTO He
obpaljaeT Ha HEro BHMMaHMA M elle HM pa3y He B3IMJ/IAHY/l Ha Hero, — doma nepecTan Ha
MUHYTY CNneauMTb 3a Pa3rOBOPOM MasiKMHbLIX M BAPYFN NOYYBCTBOBaN, 4YTO €ro CxBaTwWiM 3a
nneyo. OH B3APOTrHYN U BCKOYWI HA HOMU, YyTb HE YPOHUB KPECTHOrO.
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— BoT — rnaam! BoT MasikmH! Ero KunATWUAM B CeMM KoTnax, a OH — xuB! W 6orart!
NMoHAaNn? Be3 BCAKOW nomoww, oauMH — npobunca kK cBoemy MecTy! 3TO 3HAUUT MasKuH!
MasikKuH — YesioBeK, KOTOPbIA AepXuUT Ccyabby B CBOUX pyKaxX... MMOHAN? Yuucb! B COTHe
HeT TakKoro, uvwM B ThicAYye... TaK W 3HaW: MasgkMHA U3 4YesloBeKa HM B 4épTa, HU B
aHrena He nepekyelb. . .

OWesIoOM/IEHHbIA BYMHbBIM HAaTUCKOM, dOMa pacTepssics, He 3Has, 4YTO CKa3aTb CTapuKy B
OTBET Ha ero WyMHYyl NoxBanbby. OH BuAen, 4YTo Tapac, CMNOKOMHO NOKYpuBas CBOW
curapy, CMOTPUT Ha OTUA W Yyrjbl ero ryb B3AparuBawT OT Y/bIOKM. JIMLO Y Hero
CHUCXOAUTENbHO AOBOJSIbHOE, U BCA durypa 6apcku ropaas. OH Kak b6bl 3abaensancs
pPafoCTbld CTapuka. ..

A AKoB TapacoBWY TbiKaJl ®OMy nasjiblLleM B rpyib U TOBOPWI:

— 4 ero, cblHa POAHOrO, He 3Haw, — OH AYWU CBOEN He OTKpbIBA/N NpPeAo MHOMW... MoxeT,
MeXAy HaMuM TakKas pa3Huua BbipoCsia, YTO €e He TOKMO Opesl He nepeneTuT 4YepT He
nepeneset!.. MOXeT, ero KpoBb TaK Mepekunena, 4YTo U 3anaxa OTLOBA HeT B Hel... a
— MaskuH OH! WU 8 3TO uyw cpasy... Yyl U roBopi: «HbiHE oTnywaewu paba TBoero,

BNnaablko! . .»
CTapuK Apoxas B JINXOpPaAKe JIMKOBAHWUSA, TOYHO NpuUNNsicbiBan, CTos npejn $oMOMn.

— Hy, ycnokouTechb, baTwuka! — cka3an Tapac, HeTOpPOM/IMBO BCTaB CO CTyjla M noaxoAas
K oTuy. — Csjem...

OH He6pemHo ycMexHynca oome u, B34B OTULA NMOA PYKU, NOoBen K CTONY...

— 5 B KpOBb Bepw! — roeopun SKoB TapacoBuMY. — B Hel BCs cuna! OTewl, MOW FOBOPWUN
MHe: «SfWka! Tbl NOANIMHHAA MOS KPOBb!» Y MasKWHbIX KPOBb rycTas, HUKakas 6aba
HUKOrAa He pa3baBuT ee... A Mbl BbibeM WaMNaHCKOro! BbiMbemM? [OBOPU MHe... FOBOPWU
npo cebs... Kak Tam, B Cubupu?

M CHOBA, TOYHO WMCMYraHHbIM MU OTPE3BJIEHHbI KAKOM-TO MbIC/Ib, CTAPUK YCTABW/ICA B
NIMLO CbiHA WUCMbITYOWMMM Fla3amm. A 4Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT obCTosiTenbHble, HO KpaTkue
oTBeTbl Tapaca OonATb BO36YyAMIM B HeM IWYMHYH pagoCTb. doMa BCE Caywan u
npucMaTpuBancs, CMUPHO MOCUXMBASA B CBOEM Yriy.

— 30/10TONPOMbILIEHHOCTb, pa3yMeeTcCs, Aeno CONMAHoe, — FOBOPW Tapac CMOKOMHO W
BAaXHO, — HO BCe-TaKW PUCKOBaAHHOE W Tpebyillee KPynHOro Kanutana... OYeHb BbIFOAHO
UMeTb Aeno C MHOPOAUAMM... TOProBAA C HMMU, [AaXe NOCTaB/IeHHAs KOoe-Kak, jaeT
OFPOMHbIA NpPOLLEHT. 3TO coBeplieHHO be3ownbouyHoe npeanpuATUE... HO — CKy4yHOoe. OHO
He TpebyeT 6onbWOro ymMa, B HEM Herpe pa3BepHYTbCA YEJIOBEKY, YE/I0BEeKY KpYnHOro
noyuvHa. ..

Bowna JiwboBb u npurnacuia BCcex B CTOJIOBYW. Koraa MasKuHbl nownu Tyaa, $oma
He3aMeTHO AepHyn JboBb 3a PpyKaB, U OHa OCTajlaCb BABOE€M C HUM, TOpPONIUBO
cnpawuvBana ero:

— Tbl 4TO?

— Huyero!.. — ynbibascb, ckaszan ooma. -Xo4yy CAPOCUTb Tebs — paaa?

— Ewe 6bl! — BOCKAMKHYNa JiwboBb .

- A yemy?

— CTpaHHbIA Tbl! — yAMBNEHHO B3rNSIHYB HAa Hero, ckasana JioboBb. — Pa3Be He BUAUWDBL?

— 2-3X Tbl! — C npe3puTesibHbIM COXaJlleHWeM MPOTsAHYn domMa. — Pa3Be OT TBOero oTua, —
pasee B Hawem Kyneukom OblITy poauTCA 4TO-HMOYAb Xopowee? A Tbl Bpana MHe: Tapac —

Takon, Tapac — cskon! Kynew Kak Kyney... W bpoxo Kyneyeckoe... — OH Obln JOBOJIEH,

BunaAaA, 4TO AeBYllKa, BO3MYylleHHada ero cjoBamum, KycaeT ry6m, TO KpacHeA, TO bnepHes.

— Tbl... Tbl, ®oma!.. — 3ajpIXxascb, Havana oHa U BAPYr, TOMHYB HOrOW, KPWUKHY/Na emy:
— He cMen roBopuTb CO MHOM!

Ha nopore KOMHATbl OHA ObepHy/na K HeMy FHEBHOEe JIMLLO W BMOJrosoCa KUHyNa:
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— Y, HEHAaBUCTHUK! ..

doma 3acmefanca. EMy He XoTenocCcb MATM TyAa 3a CTON, rAe CUAAT Tpoe CHACT/IMBbLIX
nofen. OH Cbllan UX Becesble ronoca, JOBOJIbHbIN cMex, 3BOH nocyabl U NOHWUManN, 4TO
emy, C TAXeCTbW Ha cepaue, He MeCcTo paAoOM C HUMU. U HUrpe eMy HeT MecTa. [10CTofAB
OJMHOKO Cpeaun KOMHAThl, $omMa pewunn yﬁTM n3 agoma, rage noam pagoBaauncCb. Bbinas Ha
ynuuy, OH NOYyBCTBOBaAl O6MAy Ha MasiKUHbIX: BCe-TaKW 3TO ObUIN eAUHCTBEHHbIE Ha
ceeTe nwaum, bnnskue emy. lpea HUMM BCTaNO NNWLUO KpPecTHOro, Apoxauwue oOT BO36ymﬂeHMﬂ
MOpUKUHbI, OcCBeljaeMble pPaaOoCTHbIM 671eCcKkoM ero 3esieHbiX rnas.

«B TEMHOTE W THWAYlKA CBETUT», — 3/I0CTHO AyMajsl OH. MOTOM eMy BCMOMHWIOCH
CNOKOMHOEe, Cepbe3Hoe /MU0 Tapaca U psAAOM C HUM HanpsaxXeHHO CTpeMmAwasca K Hemy
¢durypa Jiwobbl. 3To BO36yausio B HeM 3aBUCTb U — FPyCTb.

«KTO Ha MeHA TaK MOCMOTPUT?..»

OH OYHYJICS OT CBOMX AYM Ha HabepexHoW, y MpUCTaHeh, pa3byXeHHbIA WyMOM Tpyaa.
BCloAy HeCcnu v Be3Nu pasHble Bewu M TOBapbl; NIOAU ABUraNNCb ChewHo, o03aboyeHHo,
MOHYKanu nowajen, pasapaxascb, Kpuyanu ApYr Ha Apyra, HanoJHANU YIuULy
becToNKOBOM CyeTOMW W OrnywawwuMm WymMoM TOPOMJUBON paboTbi. OHU BO3UAUCH HA Y3KOW
nosoce 3emMmau, BLIMOWEHHOW KAaMHEM, C OAHOW CTOPOHbl 3aCTPOEHHOW BLICOKUMM JAOMaMu, a
C ApYron — obpe3aHHOM KpyTbiM OOPLIBOM K peKe; Kuny4yas BO3HA NPOM3BOAMIA HA $OMY
Takoe BrevyaT/ieHMe, Kak byaTo Bce oHM cobpanucbh bexaTb Kyaa-To OT 3Tou paboTbl B
rpsisau, TecHoTe M wyme, — cobpanucb bexaTb M crnewaT Kak-HUOyAb CKOpee OKOHYUTb
HeloJeNlaHHOe U He oTnycKawljee UX OoT cebsi. UX yxe XAaNn OrpOMHble MapoXofbl, CTOS Y
beperoe, Bbinyckas M3 Tpyb Knybbl ApiMa. MyTHas BOJA PeKM, TECHO 3aCTaB/€HHOM
CyAaMu, XanobHoO M TUXO Njeckanacb o beper, TOYHO Npocuna AATb U el MUHYTKY NOKos
WM oTabiXa. ..

C OAHOW M3 MpUCTaHel AABHO yXe pa3sHoCuiacb N0 BO3AYXYy Becenas «AybuHywkar.
KplYHUKK paboTann Kakyw-To paboTy, TpeboBaBsllyio ObICTPbIX ABUXEHWUA, WU MOAMOHANN K
HUM 3aneBKy M NpuUnes.

B kabakax Kynubl 6onblume
Mbl-KOT HAJIMBOYKU TyCTble,
— BGOMKMM peuynTaTMBOM pacckasbiBas 3aneBana. ApTenu APYXHO MoAXBaTbiBana:

on, pa pybuHywka, yxHem!
M noTtoMm backl KMAAnuM B BO3AYX TBepAble 3BYKWU:

napet, vaert...
A TeHOopa BTOPWIN UM:

naet, wvaeT...

®oMa BC/yWANICA B MECHW WU Mowes K He Ha NPUCTaHb. TaM OH yBUAAN, YTO KPHYHUKWU,
BbITSHYBWACb B [AB€ NIMHUWM, BbLIKATHIBANT Ha BepeBKaxX M3 TpwMma Mapoxoja OrpOMHble
604YKM. pA3Hble, B KpacCHbIX pybaxax C pacCTerHyTbiMM BOpoTamu, B pyKaBuuax Ha
pyKax, ODOHaXeHHbIX MO JIOKOTb, OHU CTOSAW HAA TPWMOM WU WYyTH, BeCeno, APYXKHO, B
TaKT MecHe, JepraayM BepeBKW. A U3 TpWMa BbLIHOCWJICSA BbLICOKWUWA, CMEWWWUACHA rOJI0C
HeBUAUMOIO 3aneBalibl:

A MYXULKOW Halen rnoTke
He-e xBaTaeT BAOBOJ/Ib BOAKMW. ..
W apTenb rpoOMKO W APYXHO, Kak oaHa bonbwas rpyab, B3Aabixana:

3-3X, Ay-ybuHywka, yxHem!

domMe ObUIO NPUATHO CMOTPETb HAa 3TY CTPOMHYW, Kak My3blka, paboTy. UYymasbie nuua
KPWOYHUKOB CBETWUIUCH Yynblbkamm, paboTa 6bina nerkas, wna ycnewHo, a 3aneeana
HaxoAuncs B ypape. ¢omMe AyMasioCb, YTO XOpowo 6bl BOT TaK APYXHO paboTaTb C
[OOpbIMM TOBapuwammM noj Becesyl MecHw, ycTaTb OT paboTbl, BbIMUTb CTakaH BOAKU U
NoeCTb XWPHbIX WeW, U3rOTOBJIEHHbIX AOPOAHON U pPa3bUTHOM apTesbHOW MATKOM. ..

— NpoBopHe, pebsaTa, npoBopHe! — pa3fanca PaAoOM C HUM HENpUATHLIA, XPUMbIA rofoc.
ooma obepHyncsa. TONCTbIN 4YesNioBeK C 6ONblMM XMBOTOM, CTyKas B nanyby npucTaHu
nankon, CMOTpes Ha KPIYHWMKOB MasleHbKWMM FAa3kamu. JIMLO M Wwea y Hero 6buiv 0bauThl
MOTOM; OH MOMUHYTHO BbITMPAN €ro SIeBOW PYKOW M Aplludan TakK TAXeNo, TOYHO Wen B
ropy.
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®doMa Henpusi3HEHHO MOCMOTPEsT Ha 3TOro 4yesioBeka WU noayman:

«Jloagn paboTawT, a OH MoTeeT... A A — elle ero Xyxe...»

M3 Kaxaoro BrneyaT/sieHUs y &OMbl CeMyac Xe BbiAenAanachb Kojkas MbiC/b 06 ero
HEeCNoCOBHOCTM K XM3HM. BCE, Ha YeM OCTaHABMMBANOCb €ro BHMMAHWE, UMENI0 YTO-TO
obuaHoe Ans Hero, M 3TO 06MAHOE KMPMMYOM JIOXKMIOCH Ha Fpydb emy.

BeyepoM OH CHOBa 3awesi K MasgKuHbiM. CTapuKa He 6b110 AOMA, M B CTO/NIOBOM 3a 4Yaem
cuaena wboBb C 6paTOM. noaxoasa K ABepu, $doma cCibiwan CUNbIK Fronoc Tapaca:

— UTo Xe 3acTaBnseT OoTua BO3UTbLCA C HUM? MNpu Buae $OMbl OH 3amonyan, YyCTaBUBWMKCH
B /IMLUO ero cepbe3HbiM, WUCMLITYWWUM B3rnSaoM. Ha nuue JiioboBU ACHO BbIPA3MIOCh
CMylleHWe, M OHa, Kak bbl M3BMHAACL, CKa3ana dome:

— Al 3TO Tbhl...

«Mpo MeHA wna peyb!» — coobpa3un doma, MNOACAXMBAACH K CTONY.

Tapac oTBe/s1 OT Hero rja3a u ycesica B KpecCsio norny6me. C MUHYTY NpoOAO0JIXaSIOChb
HenoBKkoe Mon4yaHume, U OHO 6b110 NnpUATHO $oMme.

— Tbl Ha oben nonaewb? — CApocWUia HakoHel JIoOOBb.

— Ha Kakou?..

— Pa3Be He 3Haewb? KOHOHOB HOBbLIM Mapoxoj OCBAWAET... MosiebeH byaeT, a MOTOM
noefyT BBepXx Nno Bonre...

— MeHA He 3Banu, — ckasan éoma.

— HMKOro He 3Banu... MpOCTO OH Ha bupxe nNpuriacun — KOMy YrOAHO MOYTUTb MeHs, —
noxanyurte!

— MHe He YrojHo...

— Dla? CmoTpu — BbINMMBKA byaeT Tam rpaHauMo3Has, — UCKOCa B3r/isHYB Ha Hero, ckasana
Mob0oBbL .

— 84 M Ha CBOW HaANbWCb, KOJIM 3aAX04y...
— 3Haw! — BbIpa3uMTeNbHO KWBHYB rofoBorn, ckasana JiowboBb.

Tapac wurpan YaHOWN NOXKOW, BepTA ee Mexay najabuamum, " ncnoanobba nornsapiBan Ha
HUX.

— A rjae KpecCTHb? — onpocun doma.
— B baHK noexan... CeroaHs 3acejaHuve MpaBJieHUA... Bbibopbl OyayT. ..

— OnsATb ero BbbepyT?..

PasymMmeeTcCH. ..

N cHoBa pa3roBop obopBancA. Tapac MeAsieHHO, 6OMbWMMU FOTKaMU BbLIMMA Yal U, Mon4a
NMOABMHYB K CecTpe CTaKaH, Y/blbHY/nCs el. OHAa Toxe ynAblbHynacb pajoCTHO W
CYacTNMBO, CXBaTu/la CTakaH U Hayana yCepAHO MbiTb ero. MOoTOM ee /U0 NPUHANIO
BblpaXeHue HanpsxeHHOe, OHAa BCS KAaK-TO HACTOPOXWNacb W BROArosioca, NOYTU
6naroroeeinHo cnpocuna bparta:

— MOXHO BO3BpaTWUTbLCA K Hadyany pa3rosopa?
— Moxanyncrta! — KkpaTKo pa3pewun Tapac.
— Tbl CKa3an — A He MNOHANA — KakK 3To? 4 cnpocuna:

«ECnn BCE 3TO yTonuum, NO-TBOEMY, €C/iIu 3TO HEeBO3MOXHO... MeyTbl... TO YTO Xe
Aenatb 4YenoBeKy, KOTOPOro He yaoBeTBOpAeT KXU3Hb?»
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Ee rnasa C HanpsAXeHHbIM OXuAaHMem OCTAHOBW/IUCb Ha CNOKOWHOM nuue 6paTa. OH
B3rndAHyn Ha Hee, NOBO3UNCA Ha Kpecne M, onyctmB rosoBy, CNOKOMHO U BHYUWUTENbHO
3aroeopwun:

— Hajo noaymaTb, M3 KaKOro UCTOYHMKA SIBJISETCH HeyAOBJIEeTBOPEHHOCTb XW3HbIO? . .
MoxXeT ObiTb, 3TO OT HeyMeHUs TPYAUTbCHA... OT HeAOCTaTKa YBaXeHWs K Tpyay? Unm —
OT HEBEepHOro npejcTaB/eHMA O CBOMX CuMax... HecyacTve bONbWMHCTBA Noaen B TOM,
YTO OHM CuMTalwT cebs cnocobHbiMM Ha bonbliee, YeM MOryT... A MexAy TeMm OT YesjloBeka
TpebyeTcss — HEMHOro: OH JOJiXeH M3bpaTb cebe Aeno Mo cuiam U AenaTb €ro Kak MOXHO
nyduwe. .. HyxHo nwbuTb TO, 4YTO Aenaewb, M TOrAa TPYyA — AaXe cambld rpybbin —
BO3BblLAETCSA AO TBOpYecTBa... CTyN, CAeNnaHHbiA C nwboBbl, BCcerpa byaeT Xxopowww,
KPacuBbIK U MPOYHbLIA CTYN... W Tak — BO BCEM... Tbl MouynTah Cmanmnbca — He yuTana?
OyeHb jAenbHas KHWra... 3A0poBas KHura... Jlebboka «PafoCTV XWU3HW» MOYUTau. ..
Boobuwe MOMHM, 4YTO aHriM4yaHe camas TPyLOCnocobHas Hauus, 4YeM U obbACHAETCH UX
MU3YMUTENbHbIA ycnex B 06/1aCTU MPOMbIIEHHON M TOProBOW... Y HUX TPyA — MOYTU
KYNbT... BbiCOTa Ky/bTypbl BCerga CTOUT B MPSAMOA 3aBUCUMOCTM OT JiOBM K Tpyay... A
yeMm Bbllue KynbTypa, — TeM rnybxe yaoBneTBOpeHbl NOTPebHOCTM Naen, TeM MeHee
NpensTCTBUA K AaJibHenweMy pa3BUTUI0 NOTpebHOCTen yenoBeka. ..

CyacTbe — BO3MOXHO MOJIHOE YyJAOB/feTBOpeHue noTpebHocTen... BOT... W, Kak BUAMWb,
cyacTbe 4yesloBeKa 0OYC/IOBMIEHO €ro OTHOWEHWEeM K CBOeMy TPYAY...

Tapac MasikuH roBOpWUS TaK MeAJIeHHO U TAryvye, TOYHO eMy CaMoMy Obl10 HEMPUATHO U
CKYYHO rOBOPUTb. A JIbOBb, HAXMypuB OPOBU U BbITAHYBUWMCH MO HAMPABAEHUK K HEMY,
cnywana peyb ero C XaAHblM BHMMAHMEM B rjasax, rotoBas BCE MPUHATbL U BNUTATb B
Aylwy CBOW.

— Hy, a exenu 4esioBeKy BCE MPOTMBHO?.. — 3aroBopwi ooma.

— YTO MMEHHO MPOTMBHO? — CMPOCWU/I MasiKMH CMOKOWHO W He B3rJIAHYB Ha ®OMy.

TOT HAKJIOHUN TOJIOBY, ynepcsa pyKamMum B CTOJ1 U Tak, 6HKOM, npoao/iXasl U3bACHATbLCA:

— BCé — He no Aywe... fena... Tpydbl... /0an... EXenu, cKaxem, A BUXY, 4YTO BCE —
obmaH... He peno, a Tak cebe — 3aTblMKa... MyCTOTY AyWwWU 3aTblKaem... OAHU
paboTawT, Apyrve TONbKO KOMaHAYWT WU MNOTEWwT... A nojyyawT 3a 3To 6onble... 3To
3ayem xe Tak? a?

— He Mory ynoBuTb Baly MbicAb!.. — 3adaBWMn Tapac, Koraa ooma OCTaHOBW/CA, YYBCTBYS
Ha cebe npeHebpexuTenbHbLIN U CepAUTbLIN B3rnaa JioboBu.

— He noHuMmaeTe? — C YCMeEWIKOW MOCMOTPeB Ha Tapaca, Cnpocun ooma. — Hy... CKaxem
TaK: eleT 4YesloBEK B /lIoAKe MO peke... Jloaka, MOXeT ObITb, Xopowas, a Mnoj Hewn
BCe-Taku rnybuHa... JlogKka — Kpenkasd... HO exXenu 4YenoBeK rnybuHy 3Ty TemHyw noj
cobol MoyyBCTBYeT... HWKAKas JIOAKA €ro He cnaceT...

Tapac CMOTpen Ha ®oMy PABHOAYWHO U CMOKOMHO. CMOTpes, Moa4Yan M TUXO MOCTYKUBAN
nanbUaMu no Kpaw cTtona. J/wboBb 6eCnoKOMHO BepTenach Ha CTyfle. MasTHUK 4acoB
FAYXUM, B3AbIXaOWWM 3BYKOM OTOMBAN CeKYHAbl. U cepaue dombl BUIoCh MeasieHHO U
TAXKO, YYBCTBYS, UYTO 3/eCb HUKTO He OTK/JUKHETCA Ten/biM C/OBOM Ha ero Taxesoe
HejoyMeHue .

— PaboTa — ewe He BCE AN 4YesioBeKa...— FOBOPWJI OH CKopee cebe camomy, 4Yem 3TuUM
NoasM. — 3TO HEBEpPHO, 4YTO B Tpyldax — OnpaBiaHue... KoTopble nioauM He paboTawT
COBCEM HMYEero BCH XWM3Hb, A XUBYT OHU fyylwe TPYAAUMX... ITO KAK? A TPYAAWME — OHMU
NPOCTO HecyacTHble fowaau! Ha HUX efyT, OHW TepnAT... bonble Huyero!.. HO OHMU
uMewT npea 60rom cBoe onpaBAdHME... WX CNpocCAT: «Bbl ANA 4Yero Xuaum, a?» OHU
CKaxyT: «Ham Hekorpga 6bil0 AyMaTb HAacyeT 3TOro0... Mbl BCH XU3Hb paboTanu!» A A
Kakoe onpaBjaHve uMew? W BCe ioaM, KOTOpble KOMaHAYWT, 4YeM OHM onpaBjawnTca? [ns
yero XuMnauM? A A TakK nojsaraiw, 4YTO HENpPeMeHHO BCEM HaJo TBepAO 3HaTb — A/ Yero
XMBELb .

OH noMon4yan M, BCKWHYB IOJIOBY, BOCKJ/IMKHYN TNYXUM [OJIOCOM:

— HeyxTo 3aTem YejioBeK poxaaeTcs, 4Tobbl nopaboTaThb, AeHer 3aumbuTb, AoMm
BbICTPOUTb, [AeTel HapoAUTb U — yMmMepeTb? HeT, XU3Hb 4YTO-HUOYAb O3HauyaeT cobow...
YenloBeK poAwCsA, MNOXua U nomep — 3a4yemM? HyXHO CO0b6pa3uTb — 3a4yeM XuBem? TONKY
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HET B XM3HW Hawen... — MOTOM — He POBHO BCE — 3TO Cpa3y BUAHO! OAaHM 6BoraThl — Ha
TbiCAYY YenoBeK AeHer y cebs uMewT... U xuByT 6e3 pena... Apyrve — BCO XU3Hb THYT
CNUHY Ha paboTe, a HET Yy HUX HM rpowa... A Mexay TeM pa3Huua B /oaax Manas...

WHOW— 6e3 WTaHOB XMBET, a paccyxpgaeT TaK, POBHO B WeNKWM oleT...

OXBAYE€HHbIN CBOMMU MbICNAMU, dOMa AONTro 6bl M3naran Ux, HO Tapac OTOABWUHYN CBOe
Kpecso OoT CTtoJsla, BCTAan U CO B3A0XOM HerpoMKo npousHec:

— HeT, cnacubo!.. Bosnblle He XO4y... domMa KpyTo obopBan CBOW peyb WU MOBEN
nieyamMu, C yCMeWKoW B3rAAHYB Ha JI0bHOBbL.

— OTKyAa 3TO Tbl Habpanca Takow ¢unocodmMm? — cnpocuia OHa HeAOBEpPYMBO M CYXO.

— JTO He ¢MHOCO¢MH... JTO... Haka3laHue! — BRonrosnoca ckasan éoma. — OTKpOﬁ rna3a
M CMOTPU Ha BCE — TOrga 3TO CaMoO B roOJioBYy nofneseT...

— BOT KcTaTu. Jiwba, obpaTu BHMMaHMe, — 3aroBopus Tapac, CTOS CAMHOW K CTONY U
paccmaTpuBas 4vacbl, — NeCCUMM3M COBEPLWEHHO YYXJ aHIMI0CAaKCOHCKOW pace... To, 4TO
Ha3biBaT neccummamoMm CBUGTA M BaMpoHa, — TONbKO XIyyuh, eAKUA NpOTecT MpPoTUB
HeCoBepWeHCTBA XU3HU U YenoBeKa... A XOJIOAHOr0, PacCyAOYHOrOo M MAaCCUBHOIO
neccMMm3amMa y HUX He BCTpeTullb. ..

3aTeM, Kak 6bl BApPYr BCMOMHMB O ®OMe, OH OOEepHy/nCs K Hemy, 3a/loXWl PYKM 3a CHUHY
W, Apbiras AsXKOW, cCKasan:

— Bbl NogHMMaeTe O4YeHb BaXHble BOMPOCbl. HeKoTopble CYUTAWT UX AETCKUMU... ECAN OHU
cepbe3HO 3aHMMAaWwT BaC— BaM HaAO MNOYUTATb KHUI... B HUX Bbl HAUAETE HeMaNo LEeHHbIX
CYXAEHUA O CMbICNI€ XM3HW... Bbl — ynTaeTe KHUMKU?

— HeT! — KpaTko oTBeTun ooma. — He nbs0.

— HO OAHAKO OHM MOrau b6bl KOe B 4YeM MOMOYb BaM...— CKa3as Tapac, n no ry6aM ero

CKOJIb3HYyNa YyibibKa. . .

— ECAM nan noMOYb MHE B MbIC/IAX MOMX He MOFYT — KHUMM U NogaBHO!.. yrpiomMo
nporosopun éoma.

EMYy CTajslo CKY4YHO C 3TMUM PABHOAYIWHbIM YE€/OBEKOM. OH XOoTen 6bl YyATM, HO B TO Xe
BpeMmsi eMy XOTeNloCb CKa3aTb JIoboBU 4YTO-HUOYAb obuaHoe o6 ee bpaTe, U OH XAan, He
BbIAAET AKX Tapac M3 KOMHATbl. JIbOBb Mbila MOCYAYy; /MULO Yy Hee 6bNO COCPefOTOYEHHO M
3alyMYUBO, PYKU ABUraINCb BANO. Tapac, pacxaxmBas Mo KOMHATe, OCTaHaBIUBANICS
npej ropkamm c cepebpoMm, MOCBMCTbIBAJ, lWenKaa NajblamM NO CTEKNY U paccMaTpuBan
Bewu, npuuypuBas rnasa. ¢oma, 3ameTuB, 4YTO JI06OBb HECKONIbKO pa3 BOMPOCUTENIbHO, C
HEMPUA3HbIO M OXMAAHMEM B3T/IAHYNA HA HEro, MOHAN, YTO OH CTecCHseT ee.

— A y BaC HOYYK...— CKa3aJj OH, yﬂH6aﬂCb en. — Hago MHe NOroBOpUTb C KpPecCcTHbiM. Ja
M CKYYHO AOMa OAHOMY.

— Tak Tbl moauM, CKaxu Mapopywe, 4Tobbl OHa npuroToBuna Tebe nocTenb B Yr/10BOW...—
TOpon/MBO nocoBeToBasna JiwbOOBL.

- Mory...

OH BCTaN W BbileN M3 CTOMOBOM. WM TOTYaC Xe yC/blxan, 4TO TapaC HEerpoMKo Cnpocun
cecTpy 0O 4em-To.

«Mpo MeHA, — MNoAyMan OH. BAPyr B rojloBe ero MejibKHyjna 3/ad MbiCib: — MocaywaThb,
YTO CKaXyT YMHble JoaM. . .»

OH becwymHO npowen B APYryl KOMHATy, TOXe CMEXHYW CO CTOJIOBOM. OrHs TyT He 6bino,
Nvilb Y3Kas SleHTa cBeTa M3 CTOJMIOBOM, MNPOXOASl CKBO3b HENPUTBOPEHHYW ABEpb, fiexana
Ha TeMHOM nosy. ¢omMa TUXO, C 3aMUpaHWEM B cepaue, MNoAOWeN BMIOTb K ABEPU U
OCTaHoBMACA. . .

— TAXenbld napeHb...— CKa3an Tapac. MOHMXEHHO, TOPOMAMBO 3arosopuna JioboBb:

— OH TYyT BCE KyTWN... Be3obpa3Hunyan — yxacHo! BApyr Kak-TO HayaJloCb Yy Hero...
CHavyana u3bun B knybe 3aTa BUUe-TybepHaTopa. Manawa BO3MACA, BO3MACA, 4YTOb
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3aracuTb CKaHgan. Xopowo ewe, 4YTO U3OUTLIM OKa3asNiCA YeNIOBEKOM AYPHOW penyTauuu. ..
OJHAaKO C JIMWKOM JBE TbiICAYM CTOWUIO 3TO OTLY... A MOKa OTel xJjonoTasa No noBoay
OAHOI0 CKaHjana, ®oMa YyTb He YTOMWA LEeNyl KOMNaHu Ha Bonre.
— BOT uyjoBuwe! U 3aHMMaeTCs UCC/EAOBAHUAMU O CMbIC/IE XWU3HWU. . .
— [pyrov pa3 exasl Ha NapoxoAe C KOMNAHWENW TaKuX Xe, KakK cam, KyTun u BAPYr
roBOpUT UM: «MosMTecb 6ory! Bcex Bac cenvac MOWBLIPAN B Boay!» OH CTpalHO
CWIbHBIM. .. T@ — KpU4YaTb... A OH: «XOYy MOC/IYXNTb OTEYECTBY, XOYy OYUCTUTb 3emio
OT APSAHHbIX J0AEN. . .»
— DTO OCTPOYMHO!

— YXacHblh YyenoBek! CKONbKO OH HaTBOPWA 3a 3TU oAbl AMKUX BbLIXOAOK... CKOMbKO
npoxmn peHer!

— CKaxu — oTel ynpaBnfeT ero AesIOM Ha KaKuMX YC/OBUAX, — He 3Haewb?
— He 3Haw! Y Hero nosHas AOBEPEHHOCTb €CTb... A 4YTO?

— Tak... ConuaHoe peno! Pa3ymeeTcs, NOCTaB/IeHO OHO MO-PYCCKU — OTBpPATUTEJIbHO. ..
M TeM He MeHee — MnpekpacHoe pAeno! ECAM UM 3aHATbLCA Kak cnepyer...

— dOMa COBEpUIEeHHO HMYEero He jenaeTt... Bcé B pykax oTua...

- pa?

— 3Haellb, NOPOM MHE KaXeTCs, 4YTO Yy ®OMbl 3TO... BAYMYMBOE HACTPOEHUE, peyn 3Tu —
MCKPEHHM U _4YTO OH MOXET ObiTb OYeHb... MOPAAOYHbIM!.. HO A He MOry MOMUPWUTL €ero
CKaHAaNbHOW XM3HU C €ro pevyamMm U CYXAEHUSMU. . .

— Jla 1 He cTouMT 06 3TOM 3abOoTUTbLCHA... HEAOpOC/b U JIEHTAVW— WWET onpaBAaHWUs CBOEW
NIeHNn. . .

— HeT, BMAMWb NN, MHOrAA OH bBbiIBAeT — KAk pebeHoK. ..

— 4 n cKasan: Heaopoc/ib. CTOUT NI FOBOPUTb O HEBEXAE U AMKAPE, KOTOPbIM CaM XO4yeT
6bITb AMKaApeM M HeBexAon? Tbl BMAMIWBb: OH pacCykiaeT TaK Xe, Kak meiBeib B bacHe
ornobaun ruyn...

— 04YeHb Tbl CTpor...

— fa, A cTpor! JlioaM 3Toro TpebywT... Mbl BCe, PYCCKME. OTYasHHble pacnycTexu... K

CYaCTbl, XM3Hb CnaraeTcs Tak, 4YTO BOJIEN-HEBOJIEN Mbl NMOHEMHOXKY noATArnBaemMcsa...
MeyTbl — KWHOWamM MU AeBaM, a Cepbe3HbiM NAAM— Ccepbe3Hoe Aesio. ..

— MHOrpa MHe O4YeHb XaJKo ®OMy... YTO C HuMm byneT?

— Huyero He bBypeT 0COBEHHOrO — HU XOpPOWero, HU AYPHOro... [POXMBET AeHbrw,
pa3opuTca... 3, Hy ero! Takue, Kak OH, Tenepb yX pelKku... Tenepb Kyneu MNOHUMAET
cuny obpasoBaHuA... A OH, 3TOT TBOW MOJIOYHbIM BpaT, OH MOrubHeT...

— BepHo, b6apuH! — ckasan ooma, NOABAAACL Ha nopore. BneAHbih, HaxmypueB 6poswu,
CKpVBMB rybbl, OH B ynop CMOTpPen Ha Tapaca W riyxo roBopun: — BepHo! Mponaay A u

— aMWHb! Ckopee 6bl Tonbko!

JIbOBb CO CTpaxoM Ha Nuue BCKouMna co cTyna um noabexana K Tapacy, CMOKOWHO
CTOfABlUIEMY CPeAN KOMHATbl, 3aCYHYB PYKM B KapMaHbl.

¢ooma! O! CTbigHO! Tl moacnywvBasn, — ax, éoma! — pacTepsaHHO roBopwsia OHa.

Monym! OBua!

H-pa, NOACAYWWMBATb Y ABepen Hexopowo-o! — MeaseHHO BbiFrOBOpWA Tapac, He cnyckas
®OMbl NpeHebpexnTenbHOro B3rnsaa.

(@]

Myckam Hexopowo! — MaxHyB PyKoOW, ckasan éoMa. — AW A BUHOBAT B TOM, 4YTO
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npaBAy TOJMIbKO MOACAYWATb MOXHO?

— ynam, ooma! Moxanyncrta! — npocuna JwboBb, NpUXMMasCb K bpaTy.
— Bbl, MOXeET ObiTb, MMeeTe 4YTO-HMOyAb CKa3aTb MHeE? — CMOKOWHO chnpocun Tapac.

— A7 — BOCKJ/IMKHYN ®OMa. — YTO A MOry cka3aTb? Huyero He Mory!.. 3To Bbl BOT Bbl
BCE MoxeTe...

— 3HAYMT, BaM CO MHOW He O 4yeM pa3roBapuMBaTb? — CHOBA Chnpocun Tapac.
— HeT!

— 3TO MHe NpUATHO. ..

OH noBepHynca 6okom kK dome M cnpocun y JiboBu:

— Kak Tbl Aymaellb — CKOpPO BepHeTCA oTeu? ¢doma MOCMOTPen Ha Hero U, YyBCTBYS
YTO-TO MNOXOXee Ha yBaxeHuMe K 3TOMY Yes/loBeKYy, OCTOPOXHO nowes BOH U3 AoMa. EMy He
XOTeNnocb MATU K cebe, B OFPOMHbIM NYCTOM AOM, IAe KaxAbl war ero b6yaun 3By4dHoe
3X0, W OH Mnowen no ynule, OKYTaHHOW TOCK/IMBO-CEpbIMU CyMepKamu MO3JHEeN OCeHU. Emy
Aymanocb o Tapace MasikuHe.

«TBepApin. .. B OTUA, TONBKO He TaK CyeT/IMB... Yah, Toxe — BbiXura... A Jiobka —
YyTb /M He CBATHIM €ro cuyumtana — Aypexa! Kak OH MeHA oTuuMTbiBan! Cyabf.. OHA —
pobpas kKo MHe!..»

HO BCe 3TWU MbICAIM He BO3byXAanu B HeM HM obuasl NpoTUB Tapaca, HU CuMNaTUU K
Nobosun .

BOT MUMO HEro npoM4yasiCsi pbiCaK KPeCTHOro. ¢oma BuUAeN MaJieHbKyw GOUrypKy SKoBa
MaskuHa, HO U OHa He BOo3byauna B HeM HUYero. ¢oHapwuk npobexan, oborHan ero,
NOACTABUA NIeCTHULY K (OHapw M nosie3 no Hel. A OHA BAPYr noexasna noj ero
TAXECTb, M OH, OBHAB (OHapHbIM CTONG, CepaAMTO U TPOMKO obpyranca. Kakasa-To
JEeBylIKa TOJIKHy/la ®oMy y3JioM B BOK M cKa3lana:

— AX, WU3BUHUTE...

OH B3rNnfAHY/l Ha Hee U HU4Yero He oTBeTWN. MNMOTOM C Heba noceinanache M3MOpPO3b, —
ManeHbkue, €enBa BuAHblE KanebKWU CbIpOCTM 3aBOJIaKMBaIM OrHU CbOHapeVI N OKHa
MarasmMHOB CepoBaTOU MbUibld. OT 3TOU NbIIM CTANO TAXeNO AbllaThb. ..

«K EXOBY, 4YTO NN, NOWTWU HOYEBaATb? BbIMUTb C HUM...» — MOAYMan domMa U nowen K
EXOBY, He uMes XenaHus HW BUAeTb (eNbeTOHUCTa, HWU MUTb...

Y EXOBa Ha AMBaHe cuiesn JioxmaTbii yesioBek B Ony3e, B cepbiX WTaHax. JIMLO Yy Hero
6bl10 TeMHOe, TOYHO KOMYeHoe, rjla3a HenoABMXHble U CepAauTble, Had TONACTbIMKM Fybamu
TOpYasnu WeTUHUCTbIe CoNjaTCcKkuMe ycbl. CuAaen OH Ha AMBaHe C Horamu, OOHAB WX
6oNblYWMMM pyUMIlAMM M MOMOXMB Ha KOJMEeHM noAabopofok. ExOB ycencs 6okoMm B Kpecne,
nepeknHyB HOrM 4yepes ero pyuvyky. Cpeam KHUr u bymar Ha cTone cTtosna OyTbuika
BOAKW, B KOMHATe MaxJio COJIEHOW pbibow.

— Tbl YTO bpoauwb? — CAPOCUN EXOB ®OMYy U, KMUBHYB Ha HEro rojioBoW, cka3san
YyenoBeKy, CuAeBlWIEMYy Ha AuBaHe: — [opaeen!

TOT B3rAHYN Ha BOWeAWEro W Pe3KUM, CKPUMNAWWM FOS0COM CKasan:
— KpacHOLIeKOB. . .

domMa cen B yron avBaHa, o6bABMB EXOBY:

— S HouyeBaThb Mnpwvwen. ..

— Hy, Tak 4TO0? FoBOpWU panblue, Bacunuu. ..

TOT MCKOCa B3r/AHYN Ha $OMy M 3acKpunen:

— Mo-mMoeMy, Bbl HanpacHO HaBa/iMBaeTeCb TakK Ha rJynbIX-TO Jioaed — Ma3aHbensio Aypak
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6bl1, HO TO, UYTO HaAO, MCMNOJIHWA B NydlleM BuAe. U KAaKOM-HMBYAb BUHKeNnbpui — Toxe

AYypaK, HaBEpPHO... OAHAKO Kabbl OH He BOTKHYNn B cebs uMnNepcKux NuK, WBenuapueB-To
B34ynu 6bl. Mano Nu Takux AypakoB! OAHAKO — OHM repou... A YMHUKU-TO — TPYChl. ..
rae 6bl eMy yaapuTb M30 BCEW CUbl MO MNPEensTCTBUIO, OH coobpaxaeT: «A 4YTO OTCHAA
BbIMAET? a Kak bObl AapoM He nponacTb?» W CTOUT nepej AesioM, KaK KOJN... MOoKa He
okoneeT. Jlypak — OH Xpabpbii! Npamo nbom B cTeHy xpsacb! Pa3obbeT bawKy — Hy 4TO
X? Tensauybu roONOBbl HEAOPOru... A KOJU OH TpPEWMHY B CTeHe chesiaeT, — YMHUKM ee B
BOpPOTa PACKOBbLIPAWT, NpPoOMAyT M — 4YecTb cebe npunuuyT!.. HeT, HMKonam MaTBewud,
XpabpocTb Aeno xopouee u be3 yma...

— Bacunuin, Tbl FOBOpPMIUIb FAYNOCTU! — cKa3an EXOB, NPOTArMBas K HEMy pYyKYy.

— A, KOHeyHo! — cornacwnca Bacunun. — FAe MHe nanTteMm WM xnebaTb... A BCe-Taku 1
He cnenom... W BOT BUXY: ymMa MHOro, a TOJIKY HeT.

— Nopoxanm! — ckasan ExXOB.

— He mory! Y MeHs cerojgHs AexypcTBo... S u To, yan, onosaan... S 3aBTpa 3amay, —
MOXHO?

— Banan! 4 Tebs pacnaTpoHw!
— Takoe Bawe JAeno...

Bacunum MepasieHHO pacnpaBwics, BCTal C AMBAHA, B3/ OOJNbWOW, YepHOW Nlanon XenTylw,
CYXOHbKYK PY4YKYy EXOBA W TUCHYN ee.

— NpowanTe!
3aTeM KMBHYN ronoBon domMe M H6OKOM nones B JABepb.

— Buaan? — Cnpocun EXOB Yy ®OMbl, yKa3biBasi PyKOM Ha ABepb, 3a KOTOPOM ele
pasfaBasNCh TAXENble Waru.

— YTO 3a 4yenoBek?

— MNOMOWHUK MaWKMHUCTA, BacCbKa KpacCHOWEKOB... BOT BO3bMW C Hero npumep: nAaTHaAuUuaTH
fleT Havyan rpamoTe yuyuTbCA, a B ABajuaTb BOCEMb MPoOYMTan YEpPT ero 3HaeT CKOJIbKO
XOopouwnx KHUI Aa ABa A3blka U3yuul B COBeplWEeHCTBe... 3a rpaHuuy ejpet...

— 3auyemM? — cnpocun ooma.
— YYnTbCA, MOCMOTPETb, KaK TaMm JIOAW XMBYT... A Tbl BOT — KUCHEWb. ..
— HacuyeT AypaKkoB AesIbHO OH roBopwa! — 3aAyMyMBO CKa3an ooma.

— He 3Haw, Mbo s — He Aypak...

— DenbHo! TynoMmy 4enioBeKy Haao cpa3y AEWCTBOBATb... HAaBa/lWACA, OMPOKWUHYAN. ..
— MNowna nucaTtb rybepHUs! — BOCKAMKHYN EXOB. — Tbl MHe Jjlydlle BOT UYTO CKaXW:
npaBaa, 4TO K MasKuUHY CbiH BOpOTWUNCA?

— MpaBga... A 4T0?

— Huyero!

— [lo poxe TBOeN BMAATb, €CTb YTO-TO...

— 3HaeM Mbl 3TOr0 CblHA — C/bIWAJN O HEM... Ha OTua MOXOX?
— Kpyrnee... cepbe3HOCTM 6ofblie... TAKOW XONOAHbIN!
— Hy, Tbl, bpaT, cmoTpu Tenepb B oba! A To OHM Tebs OrnoxyT... ITOT Tapac TecTH

cBoero B EKaTepuHbypre Tak SIOBKO obTAnan...

— NycTb U MeHA obTAnaeT, KOAM Xo4yeT. A eMy 3a 3TO, KpoMme cnacuba, HM cloBa He
CKaxy. ..
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— DTo Tbl BCE& O CTapom? UTobbl ocBoboanTbCA? Bpocb! Ha uTo Tebe cBoboaa? uYTo Thl
byaewb C Hel AenaTb? Bedb Tbl HM K YeMy He cnocobeH, 6e3rpamMoTeH... BOT ecnu 6bl
Mae oCBOb6OAUTHLCA OT HEOBXOAUMOCTM NUTb BOAKY U ecTb xneb!

EXOB BCKOYM/I HAa HOMM U, BCTAB MPOTUB ®OMbl, CTasl FOBOPWUTb BbLICOKWM OJIOCOM W TOYHO
JeKnammpys:

— 4 cobpan 6bl oCcTaTKM MOeW UCTep3aHHOW AyWM U BMECTe C KPOBb cepaua MJoHys 6bl B
POXW HaWen UHTeNnnureHumm, 4ép-pT ee nobepu! A 6ol UM ckasan: «bBykawku! Bbl, Ay4wWUn
COK MOel CTpaHbl! ®aKT Bawero 6bITUA OMJa4YeH KPOBbW U Cle3aMU AECATKOB MOKOJEHWUN
pycckux nwopen! O! rHuabl! Kak Bbl AOPOro CTouTe CBOen cTpaHe! UYTO xe Bbl jgenaeTe
ANns Hee? MpeBpaTWIM NI Bbl CJie3bl MPOWIOro B Mepsbli? YTO Aanu Bbl XU3HU? YTO
cAgngnM? nossonuan nobeanTb ceba? UTo aenaeTe? Mo3BonseTe U3AeBATbLCA Haj
CoooUn...»

OH B ApOCTM 3aTonaja Horamm u, cCLenuB 3y6u, CMOTpen Ha $omMy ropsawmm, 3J1biM
B3rnaaom, noxoxmm Ha ocCBupenesllee XuujHOe XMUBOTHOe.

— 4 cka3san 6bl UM: «Bbl! Bbl C/IMWKOM MHOIO pacCyxaaeTe, HO Bbl Masno YMHbl M
COBeplIeHHO 6eccusibHbl U — TpycCbl BCe Bbl! Bauwe cepaue HAbBUTO Mopasibld U A06PbLIMK
HamMepeHUsMM, HO OHO MAFKO W Tenno, Kak nepuHa, AyX TBOPYECTBA CMOKOMHO U Kpenko
CnMNT B HEeMm, U OHO He bbeTcs Yy BacC, a MeA/leHHO NOKa4dunBaeTCA, KaK Jilu/1bKa». OKyHyB
nepcT B KPOBb CepAua Moero, s 6bl Hamazan Ha uMx nbax Knemma MOUX YNPEKOB, WU OHWU,
Hullne AyXOM, Hec4YacCTHble B CBOeM CaMOA0BOJIbCTBe, CTpajaiun Obl. . . o, YX TOraa OHU
cTpaganu 6bl! BMY MOW TOHOK, M TBepaa pyka! WU 8 ciavwkom nwbnw, 4Tob Xanetb! A
Tenepb OHM — He CTpapawT, nbo cauvwKom MHOIro, CJ/IMWWKOM 4aCTO U I'pOMKO roBOpPAT O
cBOMX cTpagaHuax! NryT! UCTUHHOe CTpajaHuMe MOJIYa/IMBO, WCTUMHHAA CTPAacTb He 3HaeT
nperpag cebe!.. CTpactu, cTpactu! Korga OHM BO3POASATCSA B cepauax Jwoien? Bce Mbl
HecYacTHbl OT beccTpacTus. ..

3aJ0XHYBWMCb, OH 3aKawnanca WM Kawnan Aonro, 6eras no KoMHaTe M pa3MaxuBas
pyKamu, Kak 6e3yMmHbii. W CHOBa BCTaN npej oMol C 6neAHbIM JIULOM U HANUBWUMUCS
KPOBbI0 rfiaszamu. [Jblwan OH Tsxeno, rybel y Hero B3aparvBanu, obHaxas Meskue u
oCTpble 3yb6bl. PacTpenaHHbli, C KOPOTKMMM BOJIOCAMM Ha FOJIOBE, OH MOXOAMA Ha epua,
BbIOPOWEHHOrO0 M3 BOAbI. ®OMa He MepBbLIA pa3 BUAEN ero Takum U, Kak Bceraa,
3apaxaNncs ero Bo3byxaeHMeMm. OH CAylWan KUNy4Yyw peyb MasieHbKOro 4yejsoBeka Moja4va, He
CcTapascb MNOHATb €e CMbic/aa, He Xenas 3HaTb, NPOTUB KOO OHA HanpaeneHa, rnotas
NMlb OAHY ee cuiy. CroBa ExoBa Opbi3ranyM Ha Hero, Kak KWUMATOK, W Fpenu ero ayuy.

— S 3Haw Mepy CWU MOMX. Sl 3HaW— MHE 3akKpuyaT: «MonyaTb!» CkaxyT: «LUbll!» CKaxyT

YMHO, CKaxyT CMOKOWHO, M34eBasiCb HAAO MHOW, C BbiICOTbl BEIMYUS CBOEro CKAXyT... i
3Hal — A ManeHbKas NTMYKA, O, A He conoBeil! S Heyy MO CPaBHEHWI0 C HUMU, A TOJNIbKO
GeNnbeToHUCT, YenoBeK AnA noTtexu Nybnauku... MyckauW KpuyaT v obopBYT MeHs, nycKaun!

MouleymHa ynageT Ha lWeEKy, a CcepAaue Bce-Taku byaeT 6utbca! U A ckaxy um: «da, A
Heyy! W nepBoe Moe npeumywecTBO Mpej BaMU e€CTb TO, YTO S He 3HAW HU OAHOW
KHUXHOW WUCTWHbI, KOS AN MeHs bbia 6bl gopoxe 4esnoBeka! YenoBek eCcTb BCeJieHHas, U
ja 3ApaBCTBYeT BOBEKWM OH, Hocswmi B cebe Becb Mup! A Bbl, Bbl paauM cCsioBa, B
KOTOpOM, MoxeT bbiTb, He BcCcerga ecTb COAepXaHue, MOHATHOe BaM, Bbl 3a4acTyl paau
CNnoBa HAHOCMTE APYr APYry A3Bbl U paHbl, paau croBa b6pbi3xeTe APYr HA Apyra Xenuybio,
HacunyeTe Aylwy... 3a 3TO XU3Hb CYPOBO B3bllleT C BacC, MoBepbTe: pa3pa3utca bypsa, wu
OHa CMeTeT U CMOeT BaC C 3eMin, KakK AOXAb U BeTep Mbiib C AepeBal! Ha A3bike
NIACKOM eCTb TOJIbKO OAHO CJIOBO, COAEepXaHue Koero BCEM SICHO U A0pOoro, u, Koraa
3TO C/IOBO MPOU3HOCAT, OHO 3BYYMT Tak: cBoboaa!»

— Kpywun! — B3peBen éoma, BCKOYMB C AMBAHA W XBaTas ExoBa 3a nne4vyu. CBepKawWMMU
rna3amm OH 3arngajpiBasa B JiMLO EXOBa, HAK/IOHACb K HeMy, U C TOCKOMU, C ropecTblo
MoYyTKM 3acToHan: — 3-3X! HuKonka... Munbi, Xanb MHe Tebs Ao cmepTu! Tak xanb —

cKka3saTb He mory!

— YTo Takoe? YTo Tbli? — OTTa/IKUBas €ro, KPWUKHY/ EXOB, YAMBJIEHHbIK U COUTbLIN
HEOXUAAHHBIM MOPLIBOM U CTPAHHLIMU CJIOBaAMU ®OMbI.

- 39X, 6paT! — rosopun ooma, MNOHMXaA rosocC, OTYEero OH CTAHOBWUCA y6eAMTeanee "
rywe. — XuvBad Tbl Aywa, — 3a 4YTO nponaaaeMb?

— KT0? 47 Mponapaw? Bpeuwsb!
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Munbii! HMyero Tbl He CKaxellb HMKOMY! Hekomy! KTo Tebs ycnbwmT? TONbKO Sl BOT...

Mowen Tbl K YEpPTY! — 37106HO KPWUKHYN EXOB, OTCKakKMBas OT Hero, Kak OOO0XXKeHHbIN .

A doma rosopun ybeamTenbHO U C BEJIMKOW TPyCThio:

— Tbl roBopu! roBopu MHe! S BbiHECY TBOM CJioBa KyAa Haao... S WX MOHMMaW... WU ax,
Kak s oxry swoaen! Moroan Tonbko!.. MpuaeT MHe cnyyan!..
— YamM! — ucTepuyeckum 3akpuyan EXOB, MPUXKABWUCH CMNMHOW K CTeHe. OH CTOosN

pacTepsiHHbIM, MNOAAB/EHHbIN, ODOO3JIEHHBIM M OTMAXMBAJICA OT MPOCTEPTbIX K HEMY pPYK
®OMbl. A B 3TO BpeMms [ABepb B KOMHATy OTBOpWUNacb, M Ha nopore crana Kakas-To BCH
yepHas XeHWWHa. JiMuo y Hee Ob1O 3710e, BO3MylWeEHHOe, lleka 3aBsf3aHa NiaTKoM. OHa
3aKWHyNna rofioBy, NpoTsAHyna K EXOBY PYKY WM 3aroBopwia C WANEHWEM U CBUCTOM:

— Hukona’ MaTBeeBMY! WU3BMHWTE — 3TO HEBO3MOXHO! 3BepCKUN BOW, peB!.. Kaxapll AeHb
rocTu... MOAUUMA XOAUT... HeT, s 6onblle TepneTb He MOry! Y MeHA HepBbl. ..
M3BONbTE 3aBTpPa OYMCTUTb KBAPTUPY... Bbl HE B MyCTblHE XMBETe — BOKPYr Bac —
noan! .. BCeM N0AAM HYXeH MOKOW... Y MeHs — 3ybbl... 3aBTpa Xe, npouy Bac...

OHa roBopuna bbiIcTpo, 6onbllas YacTb e€e C/AOB MCYe3ana B CBUCTE U IWMMNEHUWU;
BbIAENANCL NNWb Te C/I0Ba, KOTOPble OHAa BbIKPUKMBANA BU3I/IMBbLIM, Pa3ApaxeHHbIM
roN0COM. KOHLplI MaTKa TopYaiuM Ha rojoBe Yy Hee, KaK MajeHbKuWe POXKU, U TPACIUCH
OT ABUXEHUS ee 4Ye/nCTM. doMa Npu BuAe ee B3BOJSIHOBAHHOM U CMEWHOW (Urypsi
ONyCTW/CA HA AMBaH. EXOB CTOAN M, noTupas nob, C HanpsxeHuem BCAylMBaICA B ee
peyb. ..

— Tak M 3HaWTe! — KpMKHyNa oHa, a 3a ABepbl ewe pa3 ckasana: — 3aBTpa xe!
Ee3obpa3ue...

— Y-yépT! — npowenTtan ExoB, Tyno rnaaf Ha ABepb.

— H-pa-a! Ctporo! — yAuBAEeHHO nornfagsiBas Ha Hero, ckasan ooma.

EXOB, MOAHAB MJe4yn, nojowesn K CTONAY, HaNIWI MOJSIOBUHY YaMHOro cTakaHa BOAKWU,
NPoOraoTUA ee M cen y CTofa, HWU3KO OMYCTMB rosioBy. C MUHYTY MofdYanu. MoToMm doma
pPOBKO M HEerpoMKo cKasan:

— Kak BCEé 3TO npou3owno... rsia3oM He ycnesm MOPrHyTb, U — BAPYr Takas
pa3genka... a?

— Tbl! — BCKMHYB rOJIOBY, 3aroBopun EXOB BMONronoca, 037106/1eHHO M AMKO rnsaps Ha
®oMy. — Tbl Monumu! Tbel — 4épT TebA BO3bMU... JIOXUCb U cnu!.. YypoBuue... Kouwmap...

y!

OH Morpo3un ¢ome Kysiakom. [OTOM HaNnwuia ewe BOAKWM U CHOBA BbINWII. ..

Yepes3 HECKOSIbKO MUHYT ¢oMa, pa3AeTbi, jsexan Ha AMBAHE WU CKBO3b MOJY3aKpbiTble
rnasa crneamn 3a EXOBbIM, HEMOABWXHO B WU3JIOMAHHOW MO3e CUAEBWMM 32 CTOJIOM. OH
cMOTpen B Noja, W rybbl ero TUXO WeBeuInChb... ®ooMa Obll YAUBAEH — OH He MNOoHUMan,
3a 4YTO paccepawnica Ha Hero ExoB? He 3a TO xe, 4YTO eMy OTKa3aJu OT KBapTupbl? BeAb
OH CcaM Kpuyan...

— 0, AbsBon!.. — npowenTan EXOB ¥ 3ackpunen 3ybamu.

®OMa OCTOPOXHO MOAHSAN TONIOBY C MOAYWKWU. EXOB, rnybokKo M WyMHO B3Ablxas, CHOBA
NPOTSAHYN PYKY K OyTbUiKe... Torga ®oma TUXOHbKO CKa3las emy:

— Monaem nydwe Kyaa-Hubyab B FOCTUHMLY... Elle He MO3AHO...

EXOB MOCMOTpeNn Ha Hero m CTpaHHO 3acmessicsa, MOoTupas rojioBy pykKamu. [OTOM BCTan
CO CTyJla U KpAaTKO cCKa3an éome:

— OpeBancsal..

N, BUAA, KAaK MeAJsIeHHO M HeykJioke doma 3aBOpPOYasiCA HA AMBaHe, OH HeTepnesvBo U CO
3710601 3akpuyan:
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— Hy, ckopee Bo3ucb!.. Ornobna cumBonunyeckas!

— A Tbl He pyrancs! — Mmuponwbueo ynbibascb, ckasan ¢oma. — CTOUT AU CepPAUTbLCH
M3-3a Toro, 4Tto baba packeakanacb?

EXOB B3rN1IAHyNn Ha Hero, MWHY/A M pe3KOo 3axoxoTan...

XIII
— Bce nu 3peca? — crnpocun Unbsa EGUMOBMY KOHOHOB, CTOA Ha HOCY CBOEro HOBOIMO
napoxoga “ CUAKWMMWU rnasamm ornaapiBas ToJsNy rocren. — Kaxucsb, Bce!

WU, NOAHAB KBepXy CBO€ TOJICTOE W KpACHOEe CYACT/IMBOE JINLO, OH KPUKHYN KanuTawy,
yXe CTOsBIWIEMY Ha MOCTMKe Yy pynopa:

— OTBanMBam, MeTpyxal!l
— EcTb!..

KanuTaH obHaxun fbICYi0 FONOBY, MCTOBO NepeKkpecTuncsa, B3rsaHyB Ha Hebo, nposen
PYKOM MO WWMPOKOW 4YepHON 6Hopoje, KPSAKHYN U CKOMAaHAOBAN:

— Haszaap! Tuxum!

roctmn, cneaysa npumepy KanuTaHa, TOXe CTaM KPeCcTUTbCA, WUX KapPTy3bl U LUWINHAPSI
MeNnbKHY/IN B BO34yXe, KaK CTada 4YepHbIX NTUL.

— BNarocsioBu-kKko, rocrnoaM! — ymMWIeHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ1 KOHOHOB.
— OTanan KopmoByw! Brepen! — KomMaHAOBasn KanuTaH. OrpPOMHbIA «WNbS MypoMel» MOry4Yum

B340XOM BbiNyCTWN B 6OpT npucTaHu ryctou knyb benoro napa v nnaBHo, nebeaem,
ABUHYJICS MPOTUB TeEYeHUS.

— 2K nowen! — C BOCXMUWEHWEM CKa3asl KOMMEpPUMUUM COBETHUK Jlyn Pe3HWKOB, YesioBeK
BbICOKUIN, Xyaon u 6naroobpasHbii. — He aporHyn! Kak 6apbiHa B nnasac!..
— JleBuagaH! — b6naroyecTMBO B3ApIXas, MONBUN pAbon U cyTynbihi Tpodpum 3yb6oB,

CObOpHbIM CTAapoCcTa, MNepBbit B FOPOAE POCTOBUMK.

JleHb Obl1 Cepbii; CMJIOWb MOKPbLITOE OCEHHWMW Ty4damy Hebo OTpa3uioCb B BOAE PEKW,
NPUAAB el XONIOAHbIA CBUHLOBLIN OTOBNECK. BAMCTas CBEXeCTbl OKPAaCKW, Mapoxoh Mbul fo
OJHOLUBETHOMY (JOHY PEKM OFpPOMHbIM, SIPKMM MATHOM, M YEpHbI AbiM €ro AbIXaHUS TAXeN0M
Tyyelh CTOS B BO3ayXe. Besbii, C PO30BaTbiMM KOXyXaMmu, SIPKO-KpPaCHbIMA KOnecamu, OH
JIerKo pe3asl HOCOM XOJIOAHYW BOAY W pPa3roHAN ee K beperam, a CTeksia B KPYrJbiX
OKHax bopToB M B OKHax pybku sApko brnectenu, TOYHO YyblbasCb CAMOAOBOJIbHOM,
TOpPXEeCTBYHILEN Y/bIOKOWN.

— rocnoaa noyTeHHas KoMmnaHusa! — CHAB WAAMNY C FOMOBbI, BO3r/laci KOHOHOB, HU3KO
KNIaHASICb FOCTsAM. — Kak Tenmepb Mbl, Tak cKa3aTb, Bo3aanu bory — 6oroeu, TO
no3BosibTe, Aabbl My3blKaHTbl BO3AA/IN Kecapw — Kecapeso!

W, He oxuaas oTBeTa rocTter, OH, NPUCTABUB KyNlaK KO PTY, KPUKHYN:

— My3blka! «CnaBbcsi» urpan!

BOEHHbI OpPKeCTp, CTOABWWMA 33 MAWWHOM, FPSAHYN Mapu.

A Makap BobpoB, AMpeKTOp Kyneyeckoro 6aHka, cCTajs noaneBaTb MPUATHbIM BacCKoM,
oTbMBasA TaKT nanbLaMM Ha CBOEM OFPOMHOM XMBOTE:

— CnaBbCA, C/la-aBbCA, HaW PyCCKUM uapb — Tpa-pa-Ta! bym!

- Npowy, rocnoaa, 3a cton! MoxanywTe! Yem 6or nocnan... MoKopHeiuwe npouwy... —
npurnawan KoHOHOB, TONKAsACb B TECHOW rpynne rocTew.

Ux 6bno yenoBek TpUauaTb, BCe COJInAHbIE /AU, LBET MeCTHOro KyneyecrtBa. Te,
KOTOpble 6bi11 nocrtapue, — nbiCbie U cepple, — OAe/NINCb B CTAapOMOAHble CHOPTYKWU, KaAPTYy3bl
n canorm 6yTHﬂKaMM. HO Takux 6bI/I0 HEMHOrO: npeo6naﬂanw ULMNInNHAPLI, wTnbneTol u
MOJHble BU3UTKW. BCe OHU TOJIMWIMUCL HA HOCY napoxoja W NocTeneHHo, ycTynas
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npocbbam KOHOHOBA, WAW HA KOPMY, MOKPLITYHW MAapyCUHOW, rAe CTOSJIUM CTOJbl C
3aKYCKOW. Jlyn Pe3HWKOB WeN MNOoA PYKY C SIKOBOM MasiKMHbIM M, HAKJIOHACb K ero yxy,
YTO-TO HaWenTbiBasl eMy, a TOT CAYyWan M TOHKO ynbibancs. $doMa, KOTOPOrOo KPeCTHbI
npuBen Ha TOPXeCTBO MOC/e AONMMUX YyBelWwaHwn, — He Hawen cebe ToBapwuwa cpean 3TuUX
HENPUATHBIX €My JIOAEN M OAMHOKO JAepXancsi B CTOPOHE OT HUX, YrploMbid U OneaHbIA.
NnocneaHne ABa AHA OH B KOMMNAHUM C EXOBbIM CW/AbHO NWA, WU Tenepb y Hero Tpewana
rosioBa C Moxmesibsi. EMy ObI0O HENIOBKO B COJIMAHOW KOMMAHWW; TyJl FOJIOCOB, IPOM
MY3blKM M WyM Napoxoja— BCE 3TO pas3jpaxano ero.

OH YYyBCTBOBaJl HAaCTOSTENbHYI MOTPEBHOCTbL OMOXMEeNUTbLCS, U eMy He jaBana MoKos
MbIC/Ib O TOM, MOYEMY 3TO KPECTHbiM Obl1 CerofHs TaK JIAaCKOB C HMM M 3ayeM MNpUBEn ero
ClOAQ, B KOMMAHWI 3TUX MNepBbiX B FOpPOAE KYMNUOB? 3a4yeM OH TaK ybeaAuTenbHO
yroBapuean, Jaxe ynpawveBana ero MATM K KOHOHOBY Ha MonebeH u obea?

MpuexaB Ha Napoxoa BO Bpems MosiebHa, doMa CTas K CTOPOHKE U BCW cnyxby Habnwaan
3a Kynuamu.

OHM CTOANM B 6MaroroBeMHOM MOAYaHUM; nuLa MUX Bbln Bnaro4ecTUBO COCPeOTOYEHbI;
MOJIM/INCb OHWM WUCTOBO M yCepaHO, rnyboKO B34pIXaf, HU3KO KNAHAACb, YMWUIEHHO BO3BOAA
rnasa kK Heby. A ooma cMOTpen TO Ha OAHOro, TO Ha APYroro M BCMOMMHAN TO, 4YTO emy
OblIO U3BECTHO O HUX.

BOT Jlyn Pe3HMKOB, — OH Hayan Kapbepy coaepxaTeneMm nybnuuyHoro goma u pasboraren
Kak-To cpa3y. [OBOpPAT, OH yAywwa OAHOIMO U3 CBOUX rocTen, boraToro cubupska...
3y60B B MO/MIOAOCTM 3aHUMANCA CKYMKOW KPeCTbAHCKOW MpaAXu. [ABaxapl 6aHKpoTUACS. ..
KOHOHOB, NeT ABajuaTb Ha3aj, CYAWICS 3a MNOAXOr, A Ternepb TOXE COCTOUT MO
cneacTBMeM 3a pacT/ieHWe MasiofieTHen. BMecTe C HWMM — BTOPOW yxe pa3, Mo TakoMy xe
06BUHEHMIO — MpPUB/eYeH K Aeny U 3axap KupunnoB PobyCTOB — TONCTbI, HU3EHbKWUWA
Kynew, C KpPyr/biM /IALOM WU BeCEe/biMU ronybbiMu rnasamu... Cpean 3TUX f0AEA HeT MoYTH
HM OAHOr0, O KOTOPOM doMe He 6bin1o 6bl M3BECTHO Yero-HWbyab NPecTynHOro.

OH 3HaN, 4YTO BCE OHM 3aBUAYIT YyCnexy KOHOHOBA, KOTOpbM M3 roja B roj yBelnyMBaeT
KO/IMYEeCTBO CBOMX MApOX0JOB. MHOIMME M3 HUX B CCOpe Apyr C ApYyroMm, BCe He jawT
nowaapl oAWH Apyromy B 60eBOM TOProBOM jJefie, BCE 3HAWT APYr 3a APYroM Hexopouwue,
HeYeCTHble MOCTYNKWU... HO Tenepb, CobBpaBWMCb BOKPYr KOHOHOBA, TOPXECTBYHWIEro U
CYaCT/IMBOr0, OHWM CAWIUCH B MJIOTHYKW, TEMHY MAacCy M CTOS/IM M Abliasin, KAK OAMH
YesloBeK, COCPeJOTOYEHHO MOJIYA/IMBbIE M OKPYXEHHbIE YEeM-TO XOTS M HEBUAMMbIM, HO
TBEpAbIM, — YEM-TO TaKUM, 4YTO OTTAJIKMBANO ®OMYy OT HUX M BO3bOyxAano B HeM poboCTb
npen HUMWK.

«OBMaHUMKK. . .» — AyMan OH, oboapaa cebs.

A OHWM TUXOHbKO NOKaWIMBaiu, B3AbIXaJin, KPECTWINCb, KJIAHAJIUCb U, OKPYXUB
AYyXOBeHCTBO NJIOTHOWU CTeHOou, CTOoANU Henokosnebumo u TBEepao, Kak 6onblme YyepHble
KaMHW.

«MpuTBOpATCSA!» — BOCKAUULAN Npo cebs ooma. A cTosABWMKA O0DOOK C HUM ropbaTbin u
KpuBOW MaBAWH TywuMH, He TakK AABHO MYyCTUBWWA MO MUPY AeTel CBOEero MoJIOYMHOrO
6paTa, NPOHMKHOBEHHO WeNTan, FAAAs eAMHCTBEHHbIM F/1a30M B TOCK/IMBOE Hebo:

— «lo-ocnoam! Ja He ApoOCTUIO TBOEKW 06MuMILK MeHe, HuWxe rHeBOM TBOUM HaKaxelwu
MeHe...»

W domMa 4yyBCTBOBA/S, YTO 4YeNOBEK 3TOT B3biBaeT K bory c Henokonebumon, rnybouaniwen
Bepo B MUIOCTb ero.

— «lFocrnoan boxe oTeu HawuMx, 3anoBejaBbii How, paby TBOeMy, YCTPOUTU KUBOT KO
CNacCeHuw Mupa...» — ryCcTbiM 6ACOBbIM FOJIOCOM OBOPWS CBSAWEHHUK, BO3BOAA rnasa kK
Heby M npocTupas BBepPX PYKU: — «U cen Kopabnb cobnwoanm n paxab emy aHrena bnara,
MUPHA. .. XOTAWME NAbITU HA HEM COXPaHU...»

KyneyecTtBO eAWMHOAYWHO, WAPOKUMU B3MaXaMuU PYK OCEHANI0 rpyAuM CBOU 3HaMeHuem
KpecTa, u Ha BCeX nuuax BbipaxasaCb OAHO YYBCTBO — Bepbl B CUYy MOJINTBSLI. . .

Bcé 3TO Bpe3anocCb B NamMATb ®OMbl, 8036ymﬂaﬂ B HeM HeAOyMeHMe npen nwoabmu,
KOTOpble, ymMea TBepAO BepuTb B MUNOCTDb 6ora, 6bIIN TAK XECTKU K yeJsioBeKy.

Ero 3nuna ux CONuAHas CTOMKOCTb, 3Ta eAMHOAYWHAas YBepeHHOCTb B cebe,
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TOpXEeCTBYyWWWE NMUa, FPOMKME roJioca, CMeX. OHM YXe YCeNUCb 3a CTOJbl, YCTaBJIEHHblE
3aKyCkamm, U NAOTOSAHO NHOOBASIMCb OrPOMHBIM OCETPOM, KPACUBO OCbINAHHBIM 3€/IeHbl U
KpynHbIMM pakamuM. Tpotdum 3yboB, noaBsA3biBas candeTKy, CYACT/IMBbLIMA, CNAAKO
NPUWYPEeHHbIMA TNa3amm CMOTPeN Ha YYAOBUWHYK pbIOY U FOBOPWUN COCeAYy, MYKOMOAY WoOHe
lOwKoBY :

— WoHa Hukudopbiu! rnsam — kuT! BrnosHe Ans TBOeW 0cobbl GyT/ISAPOM MOXET ObiTb... a?
Kak Hora B canor, BJe3ewb, a7 Xe-xe!

ManeHbKUin M KpyrieHbKWii MOHA OCTOPOXHO NPOTArMBan KOPOTEHbKY pyKy K cepebpaHomy
yllaTy CO CBeXeW MKPOM, XaAHO uUMOKan rybamuM M KOCun rna3amum Ha OyTbinku npep
coboun, 60ACb ONPOKMHYTb UX.

NMpoTMB KOHOHOBA HA KO3/n1axX CTOAN 6040HOK CTapOﬁ BOAKMW, BbIMMCAHHOW UM K3 Monbwu, B
OrpoOMHOMN paKoOBUHe, OKOBaAHHOU cepe6p0M, nexann ycTpuupl, U Bbllle BCeX ACTB
BO3BbIlla/ICA KAKOWU-TO pa3HOUBETHbIM nawTteT, CAe/ilaHHbin B BuUae 6auwHu .

— rocnoaa! Mpowy! KTo yero xenaeT! — Kpu4an KOHOHOB. — Y MeHs BCE cpasy nyuweHo,
— YTO KOMYy NO fAylle... PyCcCKoe Halle, poOAHOE — W 4YyxXoe, WUHOCTpaHHoe,. BCE cpa3sy!
3TaK-TO Ayduwe... KTO 4Yero xenaeTt? KTO XO4YeT YJAUTOK, paKylWek 3TuUX a? U3 UHAuM,
roBOpuT. . .

A 3yboB roBopu/s CBOeMy cocepy, MasKuHy;

— MonMTBa «BO exe yCTpouTu Kopabsib» K OYKCUPHOMY UM pPeYHOMY MapoXojy Henoaxoasua,
TO eCTb He TO — HenoaxoAswa, — a OAHOW ee Mmano!.. PeyHOW Mapoxon, MecTo
MOCTOSSHHOIO XUTEeNbCTBA KOMaHAbl, AOJIXEH ObITb NMPUPaBHEH K AOMY... CTasno ObiThb,
noTpebHo, OKPOMS MONUTBbBI «BO exe YCTpPoOUTWU Kopabnb», — 4ynTaTb ewe MONUTBY Ha
OCHOBaHMe JoMa... Tbl Yero BbiMbellb OAHAKO?

— 9 4YenoBeK He BUHHbIN, HaNeh MHEe BOAOYKM TMUHHOM!.. — OTBeTUN SKOB TapacoBuY.

doma, ycCeBWMCb HA KOHUE CToNa, Cpean KakKux-To pO6KMX N CKPOMHbIX nopen, To u aeno
YyBCTBOBaA/1 Ha cebe OCTpble B3rnaabl CtTapuka.

«BbONTCA, 4YTO HACKaHAaNw...» — Ayman éoma.

— BpaTubl! — xpunen 6e306pa3HO TONCTHIN NMAPOXOAYMK SAwypoB. — S 6e3 cenegkn He
Mory! S obA3aTenbHO OT CeNefKW HauyuHaw... Yy MeHs Takaa npupoja!l. .

— My3bika! Banu «MNepcuackuim mapi». . .
— Cton! Nyywe — «Konb CrnaBeH». ..
— Nyn «KOoNb CHaBeH». ..

B30XW MalWHbl U WYM MAPOXOAHBIX KONec, CAMBWKMCL CO 3BYKAMW My3blkM, obpa3oBanun B
BO3JyXe HEeYTO MOXOXEee Ha AMKYI NECH 3MMHEeN Bbloru. CBUCT GenTbl, pe3Koe, NeHue
K/lapHeTOB, YrpwMoe pbidaHMe b6acoB, Apobb ManeHbKoro 6apabaHa v ryn yaapoB B
6onbWon — BCE 3TO MaAaso Ha MOHOTOHHLIA WU F/IYXOM 3BYK Kosfec, pa3busawoumx soay,
MATEXHO HOCMIOCb B BO34yXe, MOIMJ/oWano WyM JI0ACKMX FO/IOCOB M HEC/IoChb 3a
NMapoxoAOM, KaK yparaH, 3acTaBnas JioAel KpuyaTb BO BeCb FOJ0OC. MHOrAA B MawuHe
pa3faBasioCb 3Jl0€ WUNeHWe napa, U B 3TOM 3BYKe, HEOXWAAHHO BPLIBABWEMCH B XaocC
ryna, BOSi U KPUKOB, 6bl/I0 YTO-TO pa3jpaxeHHOe M npe3puTesbHoe. ..

— A 4YTO Tbl BeKCeJlb O0TKa3aJiCA MHe yyeCTb — 3TOro f no rpo6 He 3a6yny! Kpu4yan
KTO-TO HeUCTOBbIM OJ/IOCOM.

— By-yaeT! pa3Be 34ecb cyeTaMm MecTo? — pa3aaBanca 6ac bobposa.

BpaTubl! Hago peun roBopuTh!

My3blka — Ui, !
— Tbl NpUAM KO MHe B baHK, s Tebe M 0OBACHI, MOYEMYy He yuern...

Peyb! Tuuwe...
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— My-y3blka, nepecTta-aThb!

— «BO ny3ax»!..

— «Magam AHry»!..

— He Hapo! gkoB Tapacbly — npocum!

— DTO Ha3biBaeTcs — CTpacbyprckui nupor. ..

— Mpocum! Mpocum!

— Mupor? H -He noxoxe... Hy, BCe-Taku a noem!..
— Tapacbiy! [encTByW. ..

— BbpaTubl Mou! Beceno! En-6ory...

— A B «[llpekpacHon EneHe» oHa, ronybuymk, BbIXxoAuM/a COBCEM MOYTU rOJIeHbKas...—
BAPYI NPOpPBANICA CKBO3b WYM TOHKUA U YMWIEHHbLIM rosioc PobycToBa.

Moroau! MakoB McaBa — Haayn? Ara!

Tapacbiu! He nomawncs!

Tuwe! Tocnoga! kOB TapacoBMY CKaxeT C/oBO!

W Kak pa3 B TO BpeMsi, Korga WyM 3aMO/iK, pa3fasicd 4Yen-TO FPOMKUN, Heroayulun
WEnoT:

— Ka-akK OH-Ha MeHs, WenbMma, YUWMUMNHET...

A BOBpPOB CnNpoCUN FPOMKUM Hacom:

— 3-3a K...Kakoe MecTO?

FPAHYN XOXOT, HO CKOPO YMOJIK, MbO SKOB TapacoBUY MasikMH, BCTAaBWIM Ha HOTWU,
OTKAWIMBANCA U, MOrNaxmeas NbICUHY, OCMATPUBA KyneyeCcTBO OXMAAWWMM BHUMAHUA,
cepbe3HbiM B3T/ISA0M.

— Hy, 6paTupl, pa3eBal yum! — C yAOBO/NIbCTBUEM KPUKHYN KOHOHOB.

— rocnoaa KyneyectBo! — 3aroBopun MasikuH, ycmMexasiCb. — ECTb B peyax obpa3oBaHHbIX
M YYeHbIX Noaeh OAHO WMHOCTpPaHHOEe CNOBO, «KynbTypa» Ha3biBaemMoe. Tak BOT HacuyeT
3TOro cjsoea S U nobeceayw No NpocToTe AYlM. ..

— CMupHO! ..

— MunocTuBble rocyaapu! — MNOBbLICMB rOJIOC, FOBOPWN MasskMH. — B raseTtax npo Hac,
KyneyecTBO, TO M A€/I0 NUWYT, YTO Mbl-A€ C 3TOW KYyJibTYpPOW He 3HAKOMbl, Mbl-je €ee He
XenaeM M He MOoHMMaeM. W Ha3biBAT HAC AUKUMU NIOAbMU... UYTO Xe 3TO Takoe KynbTypa?
0bUAHO MHe, CTapuKy, CAywaTb 3Takue peun, W 3aHANCHA A OAHaXAbl PACCMOTPEHMEM
cnoBa— 4YTO OHO B cebe 3aknwyaeT?

MaskuH 3amosiyan, obBen rnasammu ﬂy6ﬂMKy n, TopxecCcTBywlle YyCMeXHYBWUCb, pa3aesibHO
npoaosixan:

— OKa3anocCb, MO pPO3bICKY MOEeMy, YTO CJIOBO 3TO 3HAYUT oboxaHue, nwboBb, BbICOKYHO

noboBb K Aeny u MOpAAKY XU3HU. «Tak! — noayman A, — Tak! 3HAUMT — KYNbTYPHbIU
yesioBek TOT byaeT, KOTOpbIA JIWOUT Aeno U MopsAoK... KOTOpbI Boobue — XM3Hb /obuUT
yCcTpavBaTb, XWUTb JOUT, LeHy cebe M XU3HM 3HAET... Xopowo!» — SKOB TapacoBud

B34APOrHyn; MOPWWUHBI pa3owincCb no nuuy ero ayyvyamm oOT ynu6ammmxcn rna3 kK ry6aM, n
BCA ero sbiCad rosoBa cTaja noxoxXa Ha KaKyw-TO TeMHYyl 3Be34Y.

KyneyecTtBOo MO/n4a MU BHUMATE/IbHO CMOTpesi0O eMy B poT, U BCe nuua 6bin HanpaxeHbl
BHMUMAaHUEM. Jiioagn TaK W 3amepsim B Tex MNo3ax, B KOTOPbIX UX 3acTaslla peyb MaskuHa.

— HO KOMM TaK, — a MMEHHO TaK HajAO0 TOJIKOBATb 3TO CJIOBO, — KOJW Tak, TO /0au,
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Ha3blBawlye HaC HEeKYNbTYPHbIMA U AUKUMWU, WU3PLIFAT Ha Hac Xyny! MO0 OHWU TOJNIbKO
C/IOBO 3TO NOAT, HO HE CMbIC/I ero, a Mbl JIobUM cambli KOpeHb C/loBa, JbuUM Cyuwyl ero
HAaYMHKY, Mbl — Aenio Nwbum! Mbl-TO U UMeeM B cebe HACTOAWWM KyNbT K XU3HU, TO e€CTb

oboxaHMe XM3HW, a He OHU! OHU CyxAeHue BO3MWOUIKU, — Mbl Xe AeUCTBME... U BOT,
rocrnoja KyneyecTBO, MPUMEpP HalWew KyNnbTypbl, — JWbBU K aeny, — Bonra! BoT OHa,
poAHas Hawa MaTywka! OHA MOXeT KaxAoW Kannewh BoApl CBOEW YTBEPAMTb HaWy 4YecTb U
OMPOBEPrHYTb XY/Ny Ha Hac... CTO NeT TONAbKO MpoWIo, rocydapu Mou, C TOM NOpbl, Kak
umnepaTop MeTp BeNUKWA HA peKy 3Ty pacwmBbl NYCTWI, A TeENepb N0 PEKe ThiCAYM
NapoBbIX CYAOB XOAAT... KTO UX CTPOUN? PYCCKUA MYXWK, COBEPLIEHHO Hey4eHbIN

yenoBek! Bce 3TU OrpoMHble Mapoxoauum, bapxu — 4ybuM OHU? Hawm! Kem yaymaHbl? Hamu!
TyT BCé — Hawe, TyT BCE — MJIOA HAWero yma, HalWen PyCCKOM CMETKU U BEJIMKOW JbBU
K Aeny! HWKTO HM B 4YeM He nomoran Ham! Mbel camum pa3bou Ha Bonre BbIBOAWAM, CaMM Ha
CBOW pyb/nu APYXWHbI HAHMMANM — BbiBEAM pa3bou u 3aBenn Ha Bojare, Ha BCex ThicAYaAX
BePCT ANIUHbI ee, ThICAYM MAPOXOAOB WM pa3HbIX CYAOB. KakoW Nyywmin ropoj Ha Bonre? B
KOTOpOM Kynua bosblie... YbM Nydume aoma B ropoae? Kynedeckue! KTo 6osblie BCex o
beaHoM neyeTca? Kyneu! MO rpowMKy-koneeyke cobupaeT, COTHM ThICAY XepTByeT. KTO
Xpambl BO3ABMI? Mbl! KTO rocyaapcTBy b6onblie BCex AeHer gaeT? Kynupl!.. Focnoga!l
TONbKO HaMm Aenio AOpPOro paau camoro jena, paau NwbBU Hawen K YCTPOWCTBY XWU3HWU,
TO/IbKO Mbl U JIIOOMM MOPSAAOK M XM3Hb! A KTO MPO HAaC roBOPUT — TOT FOBOPUT... — OH
CMAYyHO BbIFOBOPW/ NoxabHoe CnoBO, — W bonblwe Huyero! Myckam! AyeT BeTep — WyMUT
BeTNna, nepecrtas — MONYUT BeTNa... W He BbIAAET U3 BeT/bl HU Ornobnu, HU MeTNbl —
becnonesHoe aepeBo! OT 6ecnonesHOCTVM M WyM... UYTO OHM, CyAbM Hawu, cAenanu, 4Yem
XU3Hb YKpAacuIn? Ham 3TO HeM3BECTHO... A Hawe Aeno Haauuo! Focnoaa KyneyecTtro!
Buas B BAC NepBbIX JIOAEN XU3HWU, CaMbIX TPYAAWMXCA U NWOAWMX TPyAbl CBOW, BUAA B BaC
Nofen, KoTopble BCE caenann u BCE MOryT caenatb, — BOT s BCEM CepALEeM MOUM, C
yBaXeHMeM M NobOBbI0 K BaM NOAHMMA0 3TOT CBOM NOMHbIM BOKan — 3a CnaBHOe, Kpenkoe
AyxoMm, paboyee pycckoe KyneyecTBO... MHoras Bam neTa! 3apaBCTBYWTe BO ClaBy
maTtepu Poccumn! Ypa-al!

Pe3kuin, apebesxawmn KpuUK MasikuHa BbI3BAsl O NYWWTEsbHbIN, BOCTOPXEHHLIN peB
KyrneyecTBa. Bce 3TW KpyMHble MACUCTble Tesa, BO3OyXAEeHHble BUHOM U pPevybld CTapuka,
3a4BArANNCb W BbINYCTUAU U3 TPYAEN TAKOW APYXHbIM, MACCUBHbIM KPWK, 4YTO, Ka3anocs,
BCE BOKPYI APOTHYJI0O U 3aTPAC/OCH.

— dkoB! Tpyba Tbl boxus! — kpuuyan 3yboB, nNpoTArMBas CBOW OOKan MasikKMHY.
OnpokuabiBas CTyNbs, TOJIKAs CTOJ, MPUYEM nocyaa U OyTbUIKM 3BEHenW U naganu, Kynubl
ne3nn Ha MaskuHa cC bokanamum B pyKax, Bo36yxAeHHble, pajoCTHble, WHble CO C/le3amyM Ha
rnasax.

— A? YTO 3TO CKa3aHO? — cnpawuvBan KOHOHOB, CXBaTWB 3a nje4yo PobycToBa M noTpsacas
ero. — Tbl — novmu! Benumkas ckasaHa peub!

— dkoB! Jan — obnobbizaw!

— KayaTb MasikumHa!

— My3blka, wurpamn...

— Tyw! Mapw... Mepcuackum!..

— He Haao My3blky! K yépTty!

— TyT BOT OHa, My3blka! 23X, MasAKuH!

— Man 6ex BO b6paTum MOeN... HO yma WMMaMbl. . .

— Bpewb, Tpodum!

— SlkoB! YMpewb Tbl CKOpO— Xaib! Tak Xanb... Henb3A ckasaThb!
— Hy, Kakue xe 3To byayT MOXOpPOHbI!

— rocnopga! OCHyem KanuTan MMeHUM MaskuHa! Knaay Tbiuy!
— MonyaTtb! NoroauTe!

— lrocnopa! — Becb B3AparvBas, CHOBA Hayan roBopuTb SIKOB TapacoBuy. — WU euwe
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MOTOMY Mbl €CTb MepBble JIOAU XU3HU U HACToslWMe XO3seBa B CBOEM OTeyecTBe, YTO Mbl —
MYXUKK !

BeppHo!

— Tak! MmMaTb 4yecTHaa! Hy, cTapuk!

Jan ckasaTb...

— Mbl — KOpEHHble pycCKue nwau, U BCE, 4YTO OT HAC, — KOpPEeHHoe pycckoe! 3HauwuT,
OHO-TO M eCTb CaMOe HacTosllee — camMoe MNojsie3Hoe M obs3aTenbHoe. ..

Kak aBaxipl aABa!

NpocTo!

— Myap, SiKO 3Muin!

M KPOTOK, £KO...

AcTpeb! Xa-xal!

Kynubl OKPYXWIU CBOEro opaTopa TEeCHbIM KOJIbLOM, MAacC/ieHbIMU rfia3aMy CMOTPENIN Ha Hero
N yXe He MOrau oT BO3byXAeHUs CNOKOMHO CAywaTb €ro peyn. BOKPYr Hero CTosn ryn
roJioCoB U, C/AMBasiCb C WYMOM MalWMHbI, C yAapamuM KoJieC Nno Boje, obpa3oBasl BUXPb
3BYKOB, 3arfywas rofoc crtapuka. WU KTO-TO B BOCTOpre Bu3Xa:

— Kam-MapuHckoro! Pycckyw!..

— 3TO Mbl BCE caenanu! — kpuyan SKoOB TapacoBuY, yKa3biBasg Ha peKy. — Hawe BCE! Ml
XU3Hb CTpounu!

BApyr pa3janca rpPoMKUM BO3r/laC, MOKPLIBWMA BCE 3BYKMU:
— A! 3To Bbl? AX Bbl...

N BC/es 3a TeM B BO3AyXe OTYET/IMBO pa3jasioCb MJjouajgHoe pyratenbCTBO. Bce cpa3y
yCblXalm ero n Ha CeKyHay 3amonyvyasn, OTbiICKMBaAA Mnas3amMm TOro, KTO o6pyran nx. B
3Ty CeKyHAY ObIIM CAbIlHBI TONBKO TSAXesble B3A0XW MalWHbl Aa CKpun pyneBbiX uUenewn...

— 3TO KTO naeTtcsa? — CNpocun KOHOHOB, Haxmypue 6poBu. ..
— 3x! He moxeM He 6e306pa3nMTb! — COKpYUEHHO B3ApIXasA, MNPOM3HEC Pe3HUKOB.

JiMua KynuoB OTpaxanu TpeBory, NWOONbITCTBO, YAUBNEHWE, YKOPWU3HY, U BCe JIOAU
Kak-To 6eCcTONKOBO 3aMsaA/MCb. TONbKO OAMH SKOB TapacoBMY Obl1 CMOKOEH UM jaxe Kak
6yaTo A0OBOMEH npoucweawuMm. MMOAHABWMCbH HA HOCKM, OH CMOTpPEs, BbITAHYB lWe, Kyaa-To
Ha KOHel, CTona, W rnasku ero CTpaHHo 6necTenu, TOYHO TaM OH BUAEN 4YTO-TO
npuaTHoe ans cebs.

— ropaeeB!.. — TUXo cka3an WoHa IWKOB. U BCe ro0f0OBbl MOBOPOTUAUCHL, KyAa CMOTpen
AKOB MasiKWUH.

Tam, ynupasacb pykKamum B CTOJ, CTOAN dOomMa. OCKaIuB 3y6u, OH MO/1Y4a ornaasiean
Kyne4yecTBO ropfummm, WUPOKO PACKPbLITbIMKA rna3aMm. HUXHAA 4YelwCTb Yy Hero tpacinacsb,
nneyn B3aparvmeaszin, W nanbubl PYK, Kpenko BuUeNnMBUWUCH B Kpaﬁ CTONla, CYAOpPOXHO
uapanasam ckatepTb. [pu, BuAe ero no-BOJ4YbM 3JI0r0 suvua u 3TOW THEBHOM MO3bl
Kyne4yecTtBO BHOBb 3aMO/14a/Zl0 Ha CeKYHAY.

— YTO BbiTapawuamM 3eHKWU? — CApoOCWUS dOMa U BHOBb COMPOBOAWSI BOMPOC CBOW KpPEenKum
pyratenbCTBOM.

— ynunca! — KayHyB ronoBon, cka3san BobposB.
— W 3a4yem ero npuraacuam? — TUXO WenTan Pe3HUKOB.

— doMa UrHaTbeBUY! — CTeneHHO 3aroBopus KOHOHOB. — Ee306pa3nTb He Hajo...
EXeNn... TOBO... r0O/0Ba KPYXUTCA — MNoAu, 6paT, TWUXO, MUPHO B KawTy WM — nar! nsar,
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MUNBIA, WU...

— Upit, Thi! — 3apbiyan ooma, NOBOAS Ha Hero rja3amm. — He cMel CO MHOM roBopuThb! £
He NbsAH — A BCexX Tpe3Bee 34ecb! MoHAN?

— la Tbl moroau-ka, Aywa, — Tebsa KTO 3Ban cloAa? — MNOKPACHEB OT obuabl, cnpocun
KOHOHOB.

— 3To A ero npueen! — pa3pancsa roaoc MasikuHa.

— A! Hy, Toraa — KOHe4yHo!.. M3BMHUTe, dOMA MrHATbEBMY... HO KaK Tbhl ero, SKoB,
npueen... Tebe ero M yKpoTUTb Haflo... A TO — HEXOPOUo. ..

doma mMonyan wu ynu6ancn. N Kynubl monyanu, rnapaa Ha Hero.

— 2X, ®omKka! — 3aroBopun MaskuH. — OMATb Tbl MO30puUb CTAPOCTb MOW. ..

— Manawa erCTHHﬁ! — OCKanumeas 3y6m, CKa3an éoma. — S ewe HWUYero He caenan,
3HAYUT, pPaHO MHe pauen 4YmTaTb... A He MbAH, — A He nun, a BCe Ccaywan... [ocnoja
Kynupl! MO3BONbTE MHE peyb AepxaTb? BOT yBaxaemblh BaMW MOW KpPeCTHbIM FOBOpUI... a

Tenepb KpecTHUKA nocnywanTe. ..

Kakue peuym? — ckasai Pe3HUKOB. — 3ayeM pa3roBopbi? COWINCb MOBECE/IUTbLCH. ..

HeT yX, Tbl OCTaBb, ®OMa UrHaTbeBUY...

Jlydlwe BbiNen 4ero-Hubydb. . .

BbinbeM-KO! AX, ®OMa... C/JIaBHOro Tbl OTLA CbiH!

®doMa OTTOJIKHY/ICA OT CToJa, BLINPAMUICA U, BCE ynbibaAcb, Ciywan aackoBsble,
yBelleBawlme peun. Cpeau 3TUX CONUAHLIX foAed OH Obl1 Cambii MOJIOAOM U KPACUBLIN.
CTpoHaa ¢urypa ero, obTaHyTas CIOPTYKOM, BbIFOAHO Bblaensnacb U3 KyUYuM XUPHLIX Ten C
TONCTHIMA XMBOTaMuU. CMyrJjoe nuvuo c bonbummy rnasamu 6bUio NpaBuibHEE U CBexee
06p3rNbiX, KPACHbIX POX. OH BLINATWUA FPyAb Brepen, CTUCHYN 3y6bl M, pacnaxHyB MOJbl
COPTYKa, CYHY/N PYKWU B KapMaHbl.

— JleCTblo Aa Nackoi Bbl MHe Tenmepb pTa He 3amaxeTe! — Cka3an OH TBepAO U C
yrpo3on. — byaeTe cAywaTb WAM HET, a A roBOpUTb byay... BbiFrHATb 34eCb MeHS
Hekyaa. . .

OH KaudHyn rofioBoN u, npunnoaHAB njeyu, 06BbABUA CMOKOWMHO:

— HO exenu KTO nanbueM TpoHeT — ybbi! KAAHyCb rocnogoM 60roM— CKO/IbKO CMOTy —
ybbio!

Tonna nwoaen, CTOABWMUX NMPOTUB HEro, KOJbIXHy/NnacCb, KaK KYyCTbl Noj BeTpoM. Pa3pancs
TPEBOXHbIN WENOT. JIMLO $OMbl NMOTEeMHesio, rnasa CTaln KPYribiMu. ..

— Hy, roBopwioCb TyT, 4YTO Bbl 3TO XW3Hb Aefanu... YTO Bbl CAeNalM CaMoe HacTosuee
N BepHoe. ..

®oma rnyboKo B3AOXHY/N U C HEBbIPA3UMOW HEHABWUCTbI OCMOTPEsN fuua ciaywaTenen, BAPYr
Kak-TO CTpaHHO HaAyBWMECS, TOYHO OHM BCMNYXJIU... KyneyecTBO MoJ4yasno, BCE MJOTHee
npuxmMMascb APYr K APYry. B 3aAHux pspax KTo-To bopmoTan:

— HacuyeT 4yero oH? A? M-MO0 NMCaHuw, ann oT yma?

— 0, C — cBoJiouM! — BOCK/IMKHYN lopAaeeB, Kadyas rojioBovi. — YTo Bbl caenanu? He
XM3Hb Bbl CAenasn — TIOPbMy... He NMOPAAOK Bbl YCTPOMIM — LN Ha YesoBeka
BbIKOBA/IN. .. [JlyllHO, TECHO, MOBEPHYTbCHA Herpe XuBow ayuwe... MNorubaeTt venoBek!..
Jywery6bbl Bbl... [OHMMaeTe Jin, YTO TOJIbKO TeprneHWeM YesIOBEeYECKUM Bbl XKUBbI?

— 3TO YTO Xe Takoe? — BOCK/IMUKHY/ Pe3HWUKOB, HErOAOBAaHWM W rHeBe BCMNeCKMBas
pyKamm. — 9 TaKUX peyenl C/bllaTb He MOry. ..

— lopaeeB! — 3akpuyan BobpoB. — CMOTpPU — Tbl FOBOPWIb HENAAHO. . .
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— 3a Takue peuu on-on-on! — BHywMTeNnbHO cKa3an 3yboB.

— Upiy! — B3peBen ooMa, M rnasa y Hero HaJIWINCb KPOBbK. — 3axplKaniu...

— lrocnopa! — 3a3ByYan, Kak CKpuM MOAMNUAKA MO Xene3y, CMNOKOWHO-3J10BEWUN FoJsioC
MasikMHa — [OKOpHeMwe npowy — He npenaTcTBynWTe! MycTb nonaet, — NyCTb ero
notewnTtcsa!.. OT ero CnOB Bbl HE WU3/IOMUTECH. ..

— Hy, HeT, nokopHo b6naroaapw! — KpWKHYN OWKOB. A psAAOM C dOMON CTOSN CMOAMH WU

wenTan emy B yXO:
— MNepecTaHb, ronybumk! UYTto Thl, C yma cowen?

— Mowen npoyb! — TBepAO cka3an ¢oma, OnecHyB Ha Hero rHeBHbIMW rfasamM. — UAM BOH
K MasikuHy, JIMXM ero, aBOCb KyCOK nepenajeT!

CMOMIMH CBUCTHY/N CKBO3b 3Yy6bl M OTOWEN B CTOPOHY. M KyneyecTBO OAMH 3a APYruM
CTaNo PACXOAUTbLCA MO NAPOXOAYy. ITO eue bosnee pasapaxuno ¢oMy: OH XoTen Obl
NPUKOBATb UX K MECTY CBOWMWU CJIOBaMM U — He Haxoawn B cebe TaKMX CWUJIbHbIX CJIOB.

— Bbl CcAenanyM XuM3Hb? — KPUKHYJT OH. — KTO Bbl? MOWEHHWKWU, rpabuTenu...
HeCcKo/sbKO 4YesloBeK 0b6epHynocb K ®oMe, TOYHO OH WX MO3Bas.

— KoHoHOB! CKopo Tebsa 3a AeBOYKY CyauTb byayT? B KaToOpry OCyaaT, — npowan, Unbsa!l
HanpacHo napoxoApl CTPOMWb... B CMOMPb HA KA3E€HHOM MOBE3YT...

KOHOHOB ONyCTWUNCA HA CTYyN; JINLO €ro HaJInioCb KPOBbKW, WU OH MON4Ya NOrpo3un
KynakoM. < [lOTOM > XpUIJIO CKa3as:

— NafHO... XOpoWo... A 3TOro He-e 3abyay...

domMa yBUAEN €ro UCKaXeHHoe NnLo C TpACyWUMUcs Fy6aMM M NMOHAN, KaAaKUM OpPyXuem "
CunibHee BCero OH yaaput 3TuUX nwaeun.

— CTpouTenu Xu3Hu! TywmH — nojaewb NIM MWIOCTLIHIO MJiemMswam-To? [oaaBah XOTb MO
Konerke B JEeHb — HEMasio yKpan Tbl Y HUX... BobpoB! 3ayem Ha N0OOBHWLY HaBpana, 4YTO
obokpana oHa Tebsa, M B TOpbMy ee 3acaaun? Konu Hajoena — CblHy 6bl oTAaan... BCEé
paBHO, OH Tenepb C APYron TBOEW WAWHM 3aBef... A Tbl He 3HaN? 3X, CBWHbA
TOoncTas... A Tbl. Jlyn, — OTKPOW ONsiTb BeCesb AOM Aa WM JIyNM TaMm rocTen, Kak
JIUMKK. .. ToToM Tebs 4vepTu obnynsaT, xa-xa!.. C Takou 6saro4ecTUBOM POXEN XOPOLO
MOWEHHMKOM b6bITb!.. Koro Tbl ybun Torpa, Jyn?

®omMa roBopwus, MpepbiBas peyvyb CBOW XOXOTOM, W BMAEN, YTO CJIOBAa €ro XOopowo
JEACTBYT Ha 3TUX Jioaen. Mpexae, Korja OH Aepxasl pedyb KO BCEM WM, OHU
OTBEpPTbIBAIMCb OT HEro, OTXOAMAM B CTOPOHY, cObMpanucb B rFpynnbl U U34anM CMOTPEu
Ha CBoero obnnuynTens npe3puTeNibHbIMA U 3/bIMA Fa3amm. OH BUAEN YNbIOKM Ha KX
nMuax, OH YYBCTBOBa/l B KaXAOM UX ABUXEHUUM UYTO-TO npeHebpexuTenbHoe WU MoHWMarn,
YTO C/I0OBA €ro XOTA M 31AT MX, HO He 3aJeBalT TakK rnyboko, Kak b6bl eMy XOTenoch.
BCE 3TO OXJlaxXAaNo ero rHeB, U yxe B HeM 3apOXAasoCb FopbKoe CO3HAHWE Heyaauu
CBOEro HanaAeHus Ha HUX... HO KaK TO/IbKO OH 3aroBOPW/ O KAaXAOM OTAE/bHO, —
OTHOlWeHMe cnywaTenern K Hemy ObICTPO M pPe3KO M3MEHMNOChH.

Korpa KOHOHOB rpy3HO CeJl Ha CTy/Jl, TOYHO He BblaepXaB TAXECTU CYpPOBbIX C/IOB POMbl, —
®omMa 3aMeTuN, YTO Ha nNUAX HEKOTOPbIX M3 KYMUOB ME/IbKHYNN eAKue n 3Jble yﬂH6KM. OH
ycCblllan 4en-T1o 0A06pMTeﬂbHHM U YOMBJIEHHbIN WENOT:

— BOT — 340-0poBO!

3TOT WENOT npuaan cunbl doMe, M OH C YBEPEHHOCTbI Hayan WBLIPATbH HACMEWKU U
pyratenbctBa B TeX, KTO MoOMajajscs emMy Ha rnasa. OH paAoCTHO pblban, BUAA, KakK
JEeACTBYOT ero csoBa. Ero criywanu mMonaya, BHMMATesIbHO; HECKOJIbKO YesioBekK
NOABUHYNINUCb MOBANXE K HeMmy.

Pa3paBanucCb nNpoTecTywlue BOCK/IULAHUA, HO HErpoMKWe, KpaTkue, WU KaX/bli pa3, Koraa

ooMa BbIKpUKUBAN Ybe-nnbo mms, — BCe MONYanM U CAywanu u 310pafHoO, MUCKoca
nornsasiBain B CTOPOHY obinyaemoro ToBapwua.
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BOBPOB CMYLEHHO CMes/ICA, HO ero MaJieHbKue rna3ku CBepaunm ¢omy, Kak bypaBuymku. A
Jlyn Pe3HWKOB, B3MaxuMBas pyKamu, HeyKJ/ioxe MNoAnpbirMBan M, 3aAbIXasCb, FOBOPUA:

— BYAbTe CBUAETENAMM... S 3TOro He npouy! S — K MAPOBOMY... UYTO Takoe? — WU BApYr
TOHKMM rONOCOM 3aBM3Xan, MPOTAHYB K doMe pyku: — CBA3aTb ero!.

domMa xoxoTan.

— MpaBAy He cCBAXelWb, Bpelsb!

— Xo-opowo! — TAHYN KOHOHOB TryXUM, HAJAOPBAHHbLIM FOJIOCOM.

— BOT, rocnojaa KynedyecTBo! — 3BeHen MasikmH. — [Mpowy noswboBaTbCcsA! BOT OH KakoB!
Kynupl OAWH 32 APYrMM MNOABUIrasnuCb K doMe, M Ha /MuaX WX OH BUAEN [HeB,

ﬂm6OUHTCTBO, 3/10pagHoe 4YyBCTBO yAOBO/bCTBUA, 6053Hb. .. KTO-TO M3 Tex CKPOMHbIX
nogen, cpean KOTOpbIX OH cuaen, lwenrtan éome:

— Tak ux!.. Banante ux! 3To 3auTeTCA...
— PobycToB! — Kpuyan ooma. — YTO CMeewbcs? Yemy pan? BbiTb U Tebe Ha KaTopre...
— CcaauTb ero Ha beper! — Bapyr 3aopan PobycToB, BCKAaKMBasi Ha HOIMW.

A KOHOHOB Kpu4Yan KanuTaHy:

— Hasaa! B ropoa! K rybepHaTopy... U KTO-TO BHYWMTENbHO, ApOXalWWM OT BOJIHEHUSA
roJIOCOM FOBOPWI:

— 3TO MOACTPOEHO... OTO HAPOYHO... Hayuyunu ero... Hanownu ansa xpabpocTu...
— HeT, 3TO0 BYyHT!

— Bsaxm ero! Mpocto — BAXM ero! ooma cxeaTun 6yTHﬂKy n3-noj wamMnaHCKoro u
B3MaxXHyNn e B BO3AyXe.

— CyHbTecb-Ka! HeT, yxX, BWAHO, MPUAETCHA BaM MOC/ylWaTb MEHS...

OH CHOBa C BecCeJioh SAPOCTbi, obe3ymeBWMA OT PaAoCTVU MpU BUAE TOro, Kak KOpPYUIUCH
M MeTasncCb 3TWU JIOAW NOA YAAPAMM €ro peyvyen, Havyas BbIKPUKMBATL UMEHA WU MOWAAHblE
pyratenbcTtBa, M CHOBA HEroAywWWA WyM CTaa Tuwe. JIOAW, KOTOPLIX He 3Han doma,
CMOTpPEe/IN Ha Hero C XaAHbiM JIOOMNLITCTBOM, OAOOPUTENbHO, HEKOTOpble Adaxe C PAAOCTHbIM
YAVMBNEHMEM. OAMH M3 HUX, Ma/IEHbKMIA CelOoN CTApUMUYOK C PO30BbLIMM IEKaMU M MblMHBIMMI
rnaskamm, BAPYr obpaTwuics K OOWXeHHbIM ®OMOW Kynuam W C/laAKuMM roJIoCOM nponen:

— 3TO — OT coBecTu csioBa! 3To — HuMyero! Haao npeTepneTb... popoyeckoe
obnnyeHne... Bedb rpewHbl! Beab NpaBAy Hal0o FOBOPUTb, O-OYEHb Mbl. ..

Ha Hero 3awunenu, a 3y6OB Aaxe TONKHYNn ero B nje4vyo. OH MNOKNOHWICA U — UCYe3 B
Tonne...

— 3yboB! — Kpuyan domMa. — CKOJSIbKO Tbl JIOAEA MO MUPY NyCTUN? CHUTCA N1 Tebe MBaH
NMeTpoB MAKUHHWMKOB, 4YTO YAABWICA M3-3a TebA? MpaBja M, 4YTO Kaxayw obeiHI Tbl U3
LLEPKOBHON KPYXKW AECATb LENKOBbIX Kpajelwb?

3y60B He OoXuaan HanaaeHuna n 3amep Ha mMecTte C NoAHATON KBepXxy DYKOﬁ. Ho noTom OH
3aBU3Xasl TOHKMM 0O/I0OCOM, CTPAaHHO NOACKOYMB Ha MecCTe:

— A! Tbl U MeHS? U— N MeHA?

M BAOPYr, HAAYBWW WEKN, OH C APOCTbH HA4yaJl FpPo3UTb KyJlaKkOM $OMe, BU3TJINBbIM
rO/10COM BO3rnaan:

— P-peye be3-3ymeL, B cepaue CBOeM — HecCTb bor!.. K apxuepeiw noepy! oapma3oH!
KaTopra Tebe!

CymaToxa Ha napoxoje pocnsa, U domMa npu Buae 3TUX O3ﬂ06ﬂeHHHX, pacTepaBWUxcsa,
O0bOMXEeHHbIX UM naen YyBCTBOBAa cebs CKa304YHbIM 6oraTmpeM, M36MBammwM yyaosul. OHU
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CyeTWIUCb, pa3MaxuBasu pPyKamu, FOBOPUAN YTO-TO APYF APYrY — OAHU KpacCHble OT
rHeea, Apyrue 6neaHble, BCe OAMHAKOBO b6eccCusibHble OCTAHOBUTb MOTOK €ro
M3AeBaTeNbCTB HAA HUMMU.

— MaTpocoB! — Kkpuyan Pe3HUKOB, jJepras KOHOHOBA 3a nne4yo. — YTO Thl, Unba?
Mpurnacun Hac Ha nocmesaHune?

— MpOTUB OAHOIrO LUeHKa... — BU3Xan 3y6OB.

OKoNno SAKoBa TapacoBuya MaskuHa co6panaCb TOo/NnNa U Ccnyuwana ero Tuxyw pedyb, CO
310601 u yTBepaAnUTEe/IbHO KMBaA rosioBamun.

— DencTtByn, SKOB! — rpoMKo roeBopun PobycTOB. — Mbl BCe CBuAaeTenn — Bansaun!
M Haa obumM ryjoM rosocoB pa3AaBasicAd FPOMKUM rosoC $OMbi:

— Bbl HE XW3Hb CTPOWIM — Bbl MOMOVHYW sfiMy caenanu! rpsasvuly U AyXoTy pa3Benu Bbl
jenammM cBouMMmM. ECTb Yy BaC coBeCTb? MMoMHMTe Bbl bora? MsaTak — Baw bor! A coBecTb

Bbl MPOrHaAW... Kyaa Bbl ee MPOrHann? KpoBOMWLbI! UyxOW CUION XUBETE... UYYXKUMU
pykamu paboTaeTe! CKONbKO HapoAy KpOBbl0 Nnakano OT BeAUKMX Aen Bawux? U B_aay
BaM, CBOJioMaM, MecCcTa HeT Mo 3acayram BalluMM... He B OrHe, a B rpA3M Kunsauen

BapuTb Bac b6yayT. Bekamn He u3byaeTe My4YeHUN. ..

ooMa 3anUNCsA TFPOMKUM XOXOTOM M, CXBAaTMBWMCbL 3a OoKa, 3akayancsA Ha HoOrax, BbICOKO
BCKUHYB TOJIOBY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT HECKOJIbKO 4Ye/loBeK ObICTPO MepeMUrHynancb, cpasy b6poCcuANCb Ha doMy WU
CAABWIN ero CBOUMM Tenamu. Hayanacb BO3HA...

— MNo-onan! — npou3HeC KTO-TO 3aAbIXaWUWUMCS TOSI0COM.

— A-a? Bbl — TaK? — XpUNJI0O KPUKHYN ¢oMa. C MOJSIMUHYTHI Lienas Ky4vya YepHbIX Tes
BO3M/aCb Ha OJHOM MecCcTe, THAXeso Tonas Horamu, U U3 Hee pa3faBaliNCb Fayxue
BO3r/1acChbl:

— Ba/in ero Hasemb!..

— PyKy nepxuTte... pyKy! O-om...

— 3a-a bopoay?

— He b6en! He cmen 6GUTH...

— roTtoB!..

— 3a0poBbin! ..

®OMy BOJIOKOM OTTauunM K 6opTy U, MNONOXMB €ro K CTEeHKe KanUTAHCKOW KawTbl, OTOWIU
OT Hero, OnpaBfAs KOCTIMbl, BbITUpPAs MOTHble NULLA. OH, YTOM/IEHHbIN 6opbbon,
obeccuneHHbI NMO30POM MOPAXEHUA, Nexan Monya, obopBaHHLIM, BbiMAYKaHHbLIA B 4eM-TO,
Kpenko CBSI3aHHbIA MO pyKam U HOram MoJIoTeHLaMu.

Tenepb HacTana o4yepelb U3AeBaAThbCA Hajg HMM. Hayan 3yboB. OH Mnojowen K Hemy,
NoTONKaN ero Horow B BOK M Cnaakum ronocCoOM, BeCb B3AparvBas OT HacnaxaeHus
MCTUTb, CMPOCUN:

— UYTo, MPOPOK rpomMonofobHbii, acb? Hy-Ka, BOCYYBCTBYW CNafoCTb MNJeHa
BaBWJIOHCKOIo, Xe-xe-xe!

— foroan... — XpunawuMm roJsiocoMm ckasan éoma, He rnapad Ha Hero. — foroau...
OTAOXHY... £3blKa Bbl MHe He CBA3a/nM... — HO dOMaA yxXe NOoHMMasl, 4YTO bonble OH
HUYEero He MOXeT HW caenaTtb, HM CKa3aTb. U He NOTOMYy He MOXeT, 4YTO CBA3a/IM ero,
noTomy, 4TO Cropeno B HemM 4YTO-TO U — TeMHO, NyCTO CTaZl0O B Ayle. ..

K 3yboBy nogowen Pe3HUKOB. MOTOM OAWH 3a APYrMM CTanu npubamxaTbCsA Apyrue. ..

BO6pOB, KOHOHOB W elje HEeCKONbKO Ye/loBeK C SKOBOM MasKMHbIM Bnepeau ywnu B pybKy,
HEerpoMKO pa3roBapuBas O 4Yem-ToO.
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Mapoxof, Ha BCex napax len K roposy. OT COTpPACEHUA ero Koprnyca Ha cTonax Apoxanu
M 3BeHeNu ByTbiNKku, U, 3TOT Apebe3xawmi XanobHbii 3BYK ObUl ChbllleH ¢oMe sicHee
BCero. Haja HuMM cTosdna Tonna wjen U roeopuna emy 37ble U 0buiHble Beum.

Ho nuMua >Tux niogen ¢oma BUAEN, KaK CKBO3b TymMaH, M C/loBa MX He 3ajeBann ero
cepaua. B HeMm, M3 rnybuHbl ero AywM, poc/io Kakoe-To 60/blioe ropbkoe 4YyBCTBO; OH
cneauMn 3a ero pocTOM U XOTHA elle He MOHMMAan ero, HO yxe olyuan 4To-TO TOCKIMBOe,
YTO-TO — YHU3UTENbHOE. ..

— Tbl noaymam, — wapnartaH Tel! — 4YTo Tbl Hajgenan c cobon? — roBopun Pe3HUKOB. —
Kakas Tenepb XM3Hb Tebe BO3MOXHA? Belb Ternepb HUKTO M3 HAC M/OHYTb Ha Tebsa He
3axoyeT!

«4YTO A cpenan?» — CcTapasca MNOHATb ®oMa. KyneyecTBO CTOSA/I0 BOKPYr Hero CNOWHOWN
TEeMHOU Maccowu. ..

— H-HYy, — ckKa3an SwypoB, — Tenepb. $OMKA, TBOE AE€N0 KOHYEHO...
— M-Mbl Tebs... — TUXo npombivan 3y6oB.
— Pa3BaAxuTe! — cka3san éoma.

— Hy, HeT! MokopHenwe 6naroaapum!

Mo3oBuUTeE KpecCcTHOoro...

Ho SIKOB MasikMH cam npuvwen B 3TO Bpema. [oAoles, OCTAHOBMACA Haj dOMOW,
MPUCTa/bHO, CYPOBbLIMM [Jla3amMu Or/IAAEeN ero BbITAHYTY OUIypy M — TAXENo B3AO0XHYI.

— Hy, ooma...

— BenuTe pa3Bsa3aTb MeHA! — ybuUTbIM rO/I0COM MOMNPOCKA dOMa.

— onATb b6yAHWTb Byaewb? HeT yx, MNOJIeXM TaK...— OTBETWUI €My KPEeCTHbIN.

— 51 bonbwe cnoBa He CKaxy... KAAHyCb 6orom! Pa3BaxuTe — CTbiAHO MHe! Beab A He
MbAHLIA. . .

— BOXMWbLCH, 4YTO He byaewb OYSAHUTL? — CNPOCWUST MasiKVH.

— 0, rocrnoau! He byay...— npocToHan ¢oma. EMy pa3BsizaiMi HOMM, HO PYKU OCTaBWUIU
CBA3AHHbIMK .

Korpa OH MoAHANCA, TO NOCMOTPEN HAa BCEX W C Xa/NKOM YNbIOBKOM CKa3an TUXOHbKO:

— Bawa B3sna...

— Bcerpa Bo3bMeT! — OTBETWN eMy KPECTHbii, CYpOBO YCMexXascChb.

®oMa, COrHYBWMUCb, C PyKamu, CBA3AHHbIMA 3a CMWHOM, MOJiYa nNowesn K CTONy, He
NoAHMMAA r/la3 HM Ha KOro. OH CTajs HWXe POCTOM M NOXyhes. PacTpenaHHble BONOChH
naganu emy Ha 106 M BUCKM; pa3opBaHHas W cMATas rpyAb pybaxu BbiICyHynacb u3-nop
Xuneta, U BOPOTHUK 3aKpbiBan emy rybol. OH BepTesn rosioBol, 4Tob CABUHYTb BOPOTHUK
noa non6opoA0K, M — He MOr caenaTb 3TOro. Torja ceAeHbKMA CTapuMyoK Mnojowen K
HeMy, MNonpaBuMa YTO HYXHO, C YNbiOKOW B3rAAHYN eMy B rnasa W ckasan:

— Hajo npeTepneTh. ..

Tenepb, Npu MasikuHe, AW, U3LeBaBWMECS HAh $OMOW, — MONYAU, BOMPOCUTENIBHO U C
NoboNbLITCTBOM MOrNsijabiBasi Ha CTapuvka M oxuAaas OT Hero 4yero-To. OH ObUl CMOKOEeH, HO
rnasa y Hero nobneckuBanM Kak-To Hecoobpa3Ho cobbiTM, — CBETNO...

— JanTe BOAKM MHe!.. — nonpocun ooma, yCeBWMCb 3a CTON M ONEPWMCb O Kpah ero

rpyabio. Ero corHyTas ¢urypa 6bina xanka v 6ecnomolwHa. BOKpYyr Hero roBopuau
BMONCO/0Ca, XOAWAN C KAKOW-TO OCTOPOXHOCTbW. W BCe MOrnaapiBayu TO HAa Hero, TO Ha
MasikuHa, ycCeBlWerocs nNpPoTWB Hero. CTapuWK He cpa3dy Aan BOAKM KPeCTHMKY. CHayana oOH
NPUCTanbHO OCMOTPeN ero, MOoTOM, He TOPONnAChb, HaAUA POMKY WU HaKOHel MosiYa NoAHec
ee K rybam ®ombl. ®oma BbICOCANn BOAKY W NOMNPOCWUN:
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— Ewe!
— byaeT!.. — OTBeTWI MasiKuH.

N BCses 3a TeM HacTynuna Taxenasa Ana BCeX MMHYTA MOJIHOro MonvyaHuAa. K ctony
noaxoaunnu 6ecmyMHo, Ha Uubpino4vykax wu, noaouvada, BbiITArMBaaun leun, yTOob YBUAATb POMYy.

— Hy, ®OmMKa, NOHuMaelwb Tbl Tenepb, 4YTO Hazenan? — crnpocus MasskuH. [OBOpUN OH
TNXo, HO BCe CJiblaziIn ero Bonpoc.

®omMa KayHyn rofoBon u npomonyan.

— MpoweHbs Tebe — HeT! — npoAonxas MaskuMH TBEPAO M MOBHIWAA [ONOC. — XOTA BCE Mbl
— XpUCTMaHe, HO MpolleHbs Tebe He byaeT OT Hac... Tak M 3HaW...

®oMa MOAHSAN FONOBY M 3aAYMYMBO CKasan:

— A npo Bac, nanawa, s 3abbUl... HMYEro Bbl He YC/bllasn OT MEHS. ..

— BoT-c! — C ropeublw BCKpu4Yan MasikmH, yKa3biBas PYKOW HAa KpecCcTHUKa. Buaute?
Pa3jancs rayxom npoTecTylwun ponoT.

— Hy, pa BCE paBHO! — co B340XOM npojonxan éoma. — BCE paBHO! Huyero... HWUKAKOIo
TONKY He Bbiwno! ..

M OH CHOBA COrHyNnCa Hapj CTOJIOM.

Yyero Tbl XoTen? — CNPOCWI KPEeCTHbIi CYpPOBO.

— Yero? — ooma MNOAHAN FONIOBY, NOCMOTPENn Ha KYMnuoOB WU YCMEXHYNACA. — XOTen yxX...

MesAHnua! Mep3eu!

— 4 — He nNbAH! — yrpiMo BO3pa3wui domMa. — S BCEro BbLIMWA ABE PHOMKU... S COBCEM
Tpe3BbiA Obu. . .

— CTano bbiTb, — CKa3an GobpoB, — TBOS MpaBAa, SIKOB TapacoOBWY: He B yMe OH...
— 47 — BOCK/IUKHYNn éoma.

HO Ha Hero He 06paTUAM BHUMAHUA. Pe3HUKOB, 3yH6OB U FOOBPOB HAKJIOHUIUCHL K MasKUHY
M TUXO Ha4yasn O YeM-TO FOBOPUTDL.

«oneka...» — ynoBun éomMa OAHO CJIOBO...

- a8 yMe! — CKa3aJl OH, OTKuAbIBAACb Ha CNWUHKY CTyna U rnaaa Ha KynuoB MYTHbIMU
rnasamm. — 4 noHuMmaw, 4Yero xoTesi. XOTes CKa3aTb npaBAy... XoTen 061MYnMTHL Bac...

Ero BHOBb OXBAaTW/IO BOJIHEHWE, W OH BAPYI HAEPHYJN PYKWU, MbITasCb OCBOBOAUTbL WUX.

— 3-3! NMoroan! — BOCKIMKHYN BObpoB, XxBaTas ero 3a njedn. — Mpuaepxmte-Ka ero.
— Hy, AepxuTe! — C TOCKOW M ropevybld ckalan ooma. — JlepxuTe. ..

— CUaM CMUPHO! — CYpOBO KPWKHYJT KPECTHbIN.

®oma 3amonyan. Bcé, 4yTo OH caenan, — HU K 4Yemy MOBeNo, e€ro peyu He MoWaATHYN

KYNUOB. BOT OHM OKpYXawT ero MJOTHOW TONMOW, U eMy He BUAHO HUYEero M3-3a HuX.
OHM CMOKOWHbI, TBEpPAbl, OTHOCATCHA K HeMy KakK K OysiHy M 4TO-TO 3amblWIsioT MNPOTUB
Hero. OH YyBCTBOBaN cebs pa3faBfieHHbIM 3TOM TEMHOW MACCOW KpenKuX AYXOM, YMHbIX
nojgen... Cam cebe oH Kasancs Tenepb UYYXMM M HE MOHMMAKWWMM TOro, 4YTO OH caenan
3TUM JAAM U 3a4eM caenan. OH Aaxe YyBCTBOBajs 0bUAHOE 4YTO-TO, MOXOXee Ha CThih 3a
ceba npen cobon. Y Hero nepuwsio B ropjse, U B FpyAuM TOYHO KAKAA-TO Mbiiib oOcCbkinana
cepAaue ero, U OHO b6WNOCb TAXeNo, HEpPOBHO. OH MEASIEHHO U Pa3AYMYMBO MOBTOPSAA, He
rNaas HA Ha KOro:
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— XoTen ckasaTb npaBay. ..

— Jlypak! — npe3puTenbHO CKa3all MasikMH. — KaKylw Tbl MOXeWb CKa3aTb npaBAay? UTO Thl
noHUMaelb?
— Y MeHs cepaue u3lboneno... HeT, s npaeay 4vyBcTBOBanN!

KTo-To ckasan:

— Mo peyam ero O4YeHb BUAHO, YTO MOMYTUACHA OH Pa3yMOM...

— MpaBay roBopuUTb — He BCAKOMY AaHO — CYpPOBO WU MOYUYUTENbHO 3aroBOpus SIKOB
TapacoBu4Y, NOAHAB PYKY KBepxy. — Exenu Tbl YyBCTBOBaN — 3TO NyCTAKU! U KopoBa
4YyBCTBYeT, KOrja, €W XBOCT JiOMalT. A Tbl — noumu! BCE novmu! W Bpara nowmu... Tl
jorajanca, o 4em OH BO CHe AymaeT, Toraa v Banam!

Mo Ob6bIKHOBEHWK MAasKWUH YyBAeKCsA bbl1o U3n0XeHMeM cBoen dunocoduu, HO, BOBpeMs
MOHAB, 4TO nobexAeHHOro 6o He yyaT, OCTAHOBMACA. dOMa Tyno NOCMOTPesl HA Hero —
M CTpaHHO 3akKayan roJioBOM. ..

— OTCTaHb OT MeHsi! — xanobHo nonpocun doma. — Bcé Bawe! Hy — 4yero ewe Bam?

BCce BHMUMATENbHO NpUCyWMBAIUCb K €ro pedyam, M B 3TOM BHUMAHUU 6bI10 YTO-TO
npeAy6eerHHoe, 3/ioBellee. ..

— Xun 8, — rosopun ooMa ryxuMm rosiocoM. — CMOTpeN... HapBaso y MeHs B cepaue. U
BOT — MNpopBancsa HapbiB... Tenepb A obeccunen coecem! TOUYHO BCHA KPOBb BhITEKNA. ..

OH roBOpW/ OAHOTOHHO, becuBeTHO, U pedyb ero noxoawna Ha bpea...
SKoB TapacoBWMY 3acCMessiCs.

— YTOo Xe, Tbl AymMan fA3bIKOM ropy cnAm3aTb? Hakonun 37100bl Ha KfAona, a nowen Ha
meaBeaAa? Tak, 4yTo nnU? l0poauBbin! .. OTel, 6bl TBOW BuAen Teba Tenepb— 3x!

— A BCe-Taku, — BAPYIr YBEpPEeHHO M FPOMKO CKa3ajn ¢omMa, U BHOBb rslasa ero
BCMNbIXHYNM, — BCe-TakuM — Bawa BO BCeM BWHA! Bbl MCNOPTUAM XM3Hb! Bbl BCE
CTeCHWAU... OT BaAC yaylwbe... OT Bac! U xoTb cnaba mMos npasjga NpoTWUB Bac, a
BCe-Takm — npasaa! Bbl — OKasHHble! ByAb Bbl MPOKAATH BCe...

OH 3abuncs Ha CcTyne, MbiITasCb 0CBOBOAMTbL PYKU, M 3akKpuyan, CBUPENO CBepkas
rnasamu:

— Pa3BsaxuTe pyku!

Ero OKPYXWNW TeCHee; Nuua KYNuoB CTanu CTPoxe, U Pe3HUKOB BHYWWUTENbHO CKa3lan
emy:

— He wymmn, He BysHb! Ckopo B ropoae byaem... He CpamuCb Aa M HAC He cpamu... He
NPAMO Xe C NMPUCTaHW — B CyMmMacuweawwin pom Tebs?

— Jla-a?! — BOCKAWKHYn éoMa. — TaK Bbl MEHA B cyMacmeAmmﬁ A0-0M?7

EMy He oTBeTuIM. OH NOCMOTpesl Ha UX Jinua U NOHUK ro/I0BON .

— Beau cebs cmumpHO, — pa3Bsxem!.. — cka3an KTO-TO.

— He Hapo! — TuMxo 3aroBopun doma. — BCE paBHO... M peyb ero CHOBa NpuHaAna
XapakTep bpeaa.

— 4 nponan... 3Haw! ToNbKO — He OT BaWew CWbl... a OT CBoen crnabocTu... aa! Bhl
Toxe uyepBu nepen 6orom... W — noroaute! 3aA0XHeTeCb... S nponas — OT C/enoThl. ..
A yBUAAN MHOro v ocjen... Kak coBa... MaJbYMWKOW, MOMHI... FOHAA S COBY B
oBpare... OHa NONeTUT M TpecHeTcsa 060 4YTO-HMbYAbL... COMHUE OCnenuno ee... 5
M3bunacb BCA U — nponana... A OTel, TOrAa CKa3aj MHe: «BOT TaK W 4yesloBeK: WHOWM
MeyeTca, MeyeTcsa, M306beTCA, M3MyuyuTCa M bBpocMTCAa Kyaa nonano... Auvwb 6bl

OTAOXHYTb!..» 31! pa3BAXMTE MHE pPyKWu...
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JMuo ero nobnepHeno, rnasa 3akpbINCb, MeYU 3aAPOXann. OBOPBAHHBIA U U3MSATHIA, OH
3aKayascs Ha CTyfne, yAaapascb FPyAbl O Kpal cTona, U CTan 4yTo-TO WenTaTb.

KyneyecTBO MHOMO3HAuYMTENbHO NepernsfbpiBasiocb. MHble, TONKanM Apyr Apyra noa 6oka,
MOSl4a KMBA/NM FOJIOBAMM Ha ®OMYy. JIMLO SIKOBA MasKMHA 6biI0 HEMOABUXHO U TEMHO, TOYHO
BbICEYEHHOE M3 KaMHA.

— MoxeT, pa3Bs3aTb? — npowenTtan 5obpos.

— HeT, He Hajo...— BMOJrOs0CAa CKasan MasKMH. — OCTaBWM €ro 34ecCb... a KTO-HUbyAb
NycTb nowneT 3a KapeTow... MpsmMo B 6osbHULY. ..

OH nolen K pybke, TUXO CKa3ag:

NMocteperuTte... Kak bbl, yero Aobporo, B BOAY He MPbIFHYI. ..

— A — Xanko napHs!.. — cka3an bobpoB, MocMOTpeB BC/el emy.

HWKTO B AYPOCTU €ro He MNOBUHEH!.. — XMypo OTBeTW] Pe3HUKOB.

SKOB-TO...— KWBHYB rOJIOBOW BCJiel MasikMHy, WENOTOM cKa3an 3yb6oB.

Uto AKOB? OH TyT He npowurpan...

H-pa-a... OH Tenepb... oneyeT!..

UX TUXUN CMexX W WENOT CAMBASIMCb CO B3A0XAMM MAWWHbI U, AOJIXHO ObITb, He AOCTUranu
JO cryxa ¢ombl. OH HeMoABWXHO CMOTpes npej cobov TYCKJbIM B3r/iSAOM, U TOJIbKO ry6bl
Yy Hero 4yyTb B34parvBaiu...

— CblH K HeMmMy SABWICSA...— wWenTan Eobpos.

— S ero 3Haw, CblHa-TO, — CKa3an SuypoB. — BcTpeyan B lepmu...
— YTo 3a yenoBek?

— NenoBOW... BONblIMM OpyAyeT AesioM B YCOJibe...

— CTano bbITb — 3TOT SAKOBY HE HYXeH... H-aa... BOH OHO 4yToO!

— naagnte — nnadet!

- 07

®oMa cuaen, OTKUHYBLWIMCb Ha CMNUHKY CTyna W CKNOHUB TOMIOBY Ha nneyo. lnasa ero
ObiIM 3aKPbITHI, M M3-NOA PECHUL, OAHA 3a APYroW BbIKATbIBAIUCHL C/ie3bl. OHW TeKIM no
lleKkaM Ha ycbl... Fy6bl ®OMbl CYyAOPOXHO B3AparveBanun, cfesbl NajanvM C YCOB Ha rpyib.
OH MONYan M He ABUrancsa, TONbKO IpyAb €ro B3ApiMANacb TAXENO M HEPOBHO. Kynubl
nocMoTpenu Ha 6nesHoe, CTpajanbyeckU OCYHYBUIEECA, MOKpPOe OT CJie3 /L0 ero C
OnylWweHHbIMU KHU3Y yraamm ryb u TUxo, MofiYa CTa/IM OTXOAUTb MPOYb OT HEro...

N BOT doMa OCTanCA OAUH CO CBSA3AHHbIMM 3a CMNWUHOWM pyKaMu Mnpes CTOSOM, MOKPbITbIM
rpPA3HOM MOCYAOM M pa3HbIMM OCTaTKamu nupa. Mopor OH MeAsIeHHO OTKpbiBaS TAXesble
onyxime pecHuuUpl, M Fnasa ero CKBO3b Cne3bl TYCKNO M YHbIIO CMOTPENnM Ha CTon, rae
BCE 6blIO ONPOKMHYTO, pa3pylieHo. ..

Mpowno roaa Tpu.

C roa ToMmy Ha3aj SKOB TapacoBuMY MasgKWUH ymep. Ymupasa B MNOJIHOM CO3HAHUU, OH
ocTasicA BepeH cebe M 3a HECKO/IbKO 4acoB A0 CMepTn rosopun CbiHy, Ao4Yepun U 3ATHO:

— Hy, pebsaTa, — xuBuTe 6orato! Moen SAKOB BCAKMX 3/1aKOB, 3HA4MT, SKOBY nopa [OJIOM
CO ABOpa... BuMAMTE — ymMMpaw, a He YHbiBaw... W 3TO MHe rocnoab 3a4TeT... {1 ero,
Bcebnaroro, TO/bKO WyTKaMu Oecnokowsn, a CTOHOM M xanobamum — HuMkorga! rocnoau!
Paj A, 4TO yMew4YM MOXUA — NO MUAOCTM TBoen! MpowanTe, AETYUKU... XUBUTE
APYXHO... He MyApPCTBYNUTE OYEeHb-TO. 3HAaWTe — He TOT CBAT, KTO OT rpexa nps4yeTcs
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Jla CMOKOWHEHbKO JIEXWUT... TPYyCOCTb0 OT rpexa He 0bOpOHMWLCS — MNPO 3TO U FOBOPUT
nMpuMTYa O TaNaHTaX... A KTO XOYeT OT XWU3HU TOJNIKY A0BUTbCA — TOT rpexa He
bouTcAa... OwWMBbKY rocnoib eMy MpOCTMUT... FOCMNOAb HAa3HAYMN YeslOBEKa Ha YyCTpoeHue
KM3HM... a yMa eMy He TaK yX MHOro Jan — 3HauuT, CTPOro UCKaTb HEAOUMOK He
cTaHeT!.. MB6O CBAT OH U MHOrOMWIIOCTUB. ..

YMep OH Moc/jie KpaTKOM, HO OYeHb MyUMTENbHOM aroHuUwu. ..
EXOBa 3a YTO-TO BbIC/IANM U3 ropoja BCKOpe Nocjie MPOoMCLIeCTBUS HA Mapoxoje.

B ropoje BO3HWUK HOBbIA KPYMHbIA TOProBbid AOM Noj GUPMOM «Tapac MasikuH U AdpuKaH
CMOJIUH» . . .

3a BCe Tpu rojga o0 $oMe He CAblWHO 6bIN0 HMYero. FOBOPUAM, YTO NOCNe BbixoAa U3
60NMbHMUBI MasitkMH OTNPaBMA €ro Kyda-TO Ha Ypan K pPOACTBEHHMKaM MaTepu.

HepaBHO domMa SABWACA Ha yauuax ropoga. OH KAKOW-TO UCTEPTbIM, M3MATHIM M MONIOYMHbIN .
MoyTn BCEraa BbINUBWKW, OH MNOABAAETCA — TO MPAYHbI, C HAXMYPEHHbIMKU OPOBAMM U C
ONYIIEHHOM Ha FpyAb FO/IOBOM, TO Y/blOAIMIACA XANKOW U FPYCTHOM YbIOKON
bnaxeHHeHbKOro. MHOrAa OH OYSAHMT, HO 3TO pPeAKo ClyyaeTCs. XMBET OH y CecTpbl Ha
ABoOpe, BO Gnuresbke...

3Hawlme ero Kymnupl U ropoxaHe 4acToO CMEWTCA Haj HUM. WaeT doma Mno ynuue, u BAPYr
KTO-HMOYAb KPUUYUT emy:

— 21 Tbl, npopok! MNoab cioaa!

®OoMa OYeHb peaKko NoaxoAUT K 3oByueMmy ero, — OH usberaeTt ngen U He nwbUT
roBopuTb C HMMM. HO eCsiM OH noaouaeT, — emMy rOBOpPAT:

— Hy-Ka, HacyeT cCBeToMNpecTaB/eHUss CKaxu c/ioBo, a? Xe-xe-xe! Mpo-opok!

cnacmbo, 4YTO CKayalu KHUTY B HecniaTHOM 3/eKTPOHHOU bubnuoTeke
http://gorkiymaxim.ru/ NpuATHOro 4yTteHus!

http://buckshee.petimer.ru/ ¢oopym Bakum buckshee. CnopT, aBTO, (MHAHCHI,
HeBUXUMOCTb. 3AOPOBLIN 0Opa3 XU3HWU.

http://petimer.ru/ WHTepHeT Mara3wH, CaWT WUHTepHeT Mara3uvH oAexibl UHTepHeT
MarasuH obyBM MHTepHeT MarasuH

http://worksites.ru/ Pa3paboTka WMHTepHET Mara3uMHoB. CO3J4aHWE KOpPnopaTMBHbLIX
CanToB. WHTerpauums, XOCTWHI.

http://filosoff.org/ eounocodus, cdunocotbsl mupa, tunocohckne TevyeHus. Buorpadus
http://dostoevskiyfyodor.ru/

canTt http://petimer.com/ MpUATHOrO 4YyTeHUn!
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